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TO OUR READERS. 
IxQUiRT as concerns Vaccination has of late 
made extraordinary progress; and the assi- 
duity wherewith Anti- Vaccinators are ad- 
monished by the newspapers, whilst every 
argument in favour of Vaccination is 
emphasised and magnified, affords unmistak- 
able evidence of a growing disturbance of 
public opinion. The advocacy of "pure 
lymph from the calf/' by Sir Thomas Watson 
and others, as a substitute for arm to arm 
inoculation, with the frank and even profuse 
confession of the dangers which attend the 
existing practice, is conclusive proof that the 
medical conscience is ill at ease — a pheno- 
menon of alarming significance. 

It is felt by many who love liberty, and by 
others who are likewise convinced that Vac- 
cination is injurious, that the time has come 
for an energetic and persistent endeavour 
to amend the law. Some who are not with- 
out ^th in the efficacy of Vaccination 
recognise the injustice of enforcing it on 
those who are persuaded that it is a foul 
superstition, and who, having surrendered 
the claim to persecute for theological heresy, 
are in no wise disposed to compound for 
toleration on one side by persecution for 
medical heresy on the other. Again, there 
is an increasing number of thoughtful people 
who dispute the validity of Jenner's claim, 
who dispute the efficacy of Vaccination as a 
defence against Small-pox, and who dispute 
ihe theoEiBB whereby Vaccination is justified, 



and the accuracy of the statements and 
statistics whereby it is sustained. 

Especially is it desirable to draw the 
attention of the public to the cruel inequity 
of the existing Vaccination Law. Ko child 
need ever be vaccinated (/"only the fines for 
the non-performance of the rite are paid. A 
rich man pays these fines with ease, but on 
a poor man their infliction falls with crushing 
effect : and among the poor are numerous 
intelligent, conscientious, and inflexible Anti- 
Vaccinators. Mr. Pease has made a praise- 
worthy attempt to redress the inequality of 
the law, and has been supported by Mr. 
Gladstone, Mr. W. E. Forster, Mr. Bright, 
and Sir Thomas Chambers; but our pluto- 
cratic Parliament is indiflerent to such 
wrongs, and it is only by well-directed 
agitation that a change in the law can be 
achieved. 

The question of Compulsory Vaccination 
is no trifling matter. It is the initiation of 
an order of legislation wherein it is asserted 
the laity have no concern, inasmuch as they 
can have no proper knowledge ; that it is for 
medical experts to decide what the Govern- 
ment should enforce, and for the people to 
submit like well-behaved children. Thus we 
learn from the medical journals that the 
compulsory vaccination of infants is only 
partially effective, and must in due season be 
supplemented by the compulsory periodical 
re-vaccination of adults. The Contagious 
Diseases Act (Women), is a logical develop 
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ment of the same principle; and in like 
manner we are calmly informed that the 
regalationi which now prevail over certain 
garrison towns will presently be extended to 
the whole country. In short, we have in 
these measures a foretaste of what medical 
despotism has in store for us, if only we are 
sufficiently docile and acquiescent. 

A constant difficulty in the advocacy of 
the abolition of Compulsory Vaccination is the 
profession of ignorance. Members of Parlia- 
ment meet argument with asserting, " What 
you say may be true, but we have not looked 
into the question. We have had what we 
considered good professional advice^ and have 
acted upon it. It is possible that we have 
been mistaken, but it is for you to prove 
that we have been led astray." 

To supply that proof, and to maintain and 
enforce it, we have determined to commence 
the issue monthly of The Yaccination 
Inquirer. Therein, the physiological, legal, 
and social aspects of Vaccination will be fully 
discussed, with the distinct purpose of 
influencing politicians, physicians, and the 
press. We do not conceal from ourselves 
how largely and how ably the task we pro- 
pose has been already accomplished; but 
there is ample room for many labourers in 
the good cause, and we are confident that 
The Inquirer wDl stimulate and sustain all 
kindred efforts and energies. 

It is sometimes observed that opponents of 
Vaooination are extravagant in their state- 
ments and utterances ; and, if we allow that 
their rough-handed treatment by the magis- 
ti*acy, and the scorn of educated ignorance, 
afford reasonable excuse for vehemence, yet 
nowhere is violence less necessary than in a 
controversy where truth is palpable to those 
who will look for it with their own eyes, and 
where the law is manifestly at variance with 
that respect for personal conviction and per- 
sonal rights which is the supreme grace of 
modem civilisation. The spirit of the times 
is with us, if only we know how to appeal to 
it and have the courage to trust it ; neverthe- 
less we do not deceive ourselves as to the 
arduous character of the contest before us ; 
for Vaccination, with the majority of people. 



has become an article of faith which it is 
profane to question; but to reason, with 
patience, all things are possible; and with 
reason and patience we propose to attack that 
vicious legislation which inflicts a loathsome 
operation on the willing and the unwilling, 
until the law is either essentially modified or 
repealed. 

To the pages of The Inquirer some who 
have made Vaccination the study of years, 
will contribute; and, it is expected, on the 
other hand, that not a few who are persuaded 
of the benefits of Vaccination, will vindicate 
the practice. Our confidence in our position 
will enable us to entertain adversaries with 
composure, and, we trust, to deal with them 
effectually. "Truth, like a torch, the more 
it*s shook it shines." 



Atrocity of Vaccination. — To infuse iato 
our children*B blood corrupt matter, in which 
no physician on earth can know or guess what 
evil may lurk, is^ simple infatuation. Tampering 
with the blood is an abomination. To recom- 
mend it is enough to lay low the credit of any 
medical man. To command it is a gross usur- 
pation hi a legislative body. So long as our 
bodies are healthy, Parliament has no right to 
command assault upon them under the pretext 
of public health. To punish parents for strug- 
gling to keep their children's blood inviolate, is 
a form of tyranny unheard of until modem 
times, and emphatically disgraceful as it is im- 
pious. — F. W. Newman. 

Calf Lymph worse than Human Lymph. — 
Speaking of vaccination direct from animals, 
Dr. Seaton (Handbook of Vaccinatiotij p. 837,) 
observes, " The difficulties of applying such a 
plan to the vaccination of the general population 
are, I apprehend, quite insuperable." He goes 
on to say, " There is no one in England whose 
opinion on this subject will be received with so 
much respect as Mr. Ceely's, because there is no 
one who has nearly the knowledge that he pos- 
sesses of the disease in the cow and of its trans- 
plantation to the human species. He looks 
upon this proceeding as not only open to the 
objections of impracticability, as applied to the 
general population, and of unsuccess ; but lie 
says, also, that so far from being likely to produce 
fetcer aibrnents and cutaneous eruptions in the pre- 
disposed, lie knows from his experience that it would, 
as being more irritating^ produce more.^' 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER I. 

COTTON IIATHEB AND ZABDIBL BOTLSTON. 

To tlie Turks we owe little, and in the little is 
included the practice of inducing small-pox arti- 
ficially. The practice was first brought under 
English attention by Emanuel Timoni in a 
letter, dated Constantinople, December, 1718, 
oonununicated to the Royal Society by Dr. 
Woodward, and published in the Society's 
Transactions for 1714.* About the same time, 
Pylaiini, Venetian consul at Smyrna, described 
the practice in a Latin pamphlet printed at 
Venice, 1715,f and reproduced in the Philoso- 
phical Transactions for 1716. Mr. Kennedy, an 
Enghsh surgeon, who had visited Turkey, also 
reported the practice imder the designation of 
*' Engrafting the Small-pox."t 

Timoni was a Greek physician, who had 
studied at Oxford and Padua, and then esta- 
blished himself in Constantinople. He de- 
scribed ** small-pox by incision " as having been 
practised in Constantinople for forty years, and 
that it had been found uniformly successful in 
warding off smaU-pox as naturally developed. 
The variolous matter was usually taken from 
healthy boys suffering from the spontaneous 
disease, and was applied to persons of all ages 
and temperaments, causing them ijo more than 
temporary and trifling inconvenience. The only 
preparation requisite for incision was abstinence 
from flesh and broth for twenty or twenty-five 
days. 

It so happened that when Woodward read 
Timoni*s letter to the Royal Society, he at the 
same time produced a selection from the corres- 
pondence of Cotton Mather of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts — a curious jumble of facts and fancies. 
Mather had been elected a Fellow of the Society, 
and the selections from his correspondence, and 
Timoni's letter appeared in the same number of 
the Transactions, No. 888, 1714. 

Cotton Mather is one of the marvels of 
biography — a choice specimen of Puritanism 
developed without check. He was a man of 
boundless energy and incessant industry, of 
intense piety, and unlimited self-confidence; 
and thus, without hesitation, he set himself to 
extirpate witchcraft, shrinking from no atrocity, 



• PkOosopkUal TransaelUmt, No. 888, 1714. 

t JToffief Tuta Variolat Sxeitandi ptr TrafktplantaiUmgm, 
MttModmi. Jaeob Pyluimim. Venet. 1716. Reprinted In 
PkSUmpkSml Tnmmtctims, Ko. Si7, ITIS. 
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until the fiightful Salem tragedy of 1692 shocked 
the colony into mercy and common-sense. 

Mather was just the sort of character to be 
impressed with Timoni's description of the short 
and easy way with small-pox ; and he who had 
hanged warlocks and witches with sublime 
assurance, was not likely to have scruples about 
inoculating the community when inwardly 
satisfied it was for the public good. The 
audacity and tyranny of conscientious conceit 
are proverbial. He had, however, to exercise 
patience in awaiting an opportunity to test the 
Turkish remedy, for there had been no small- 
pox in Boston for nineteen years — a fact worth 
noting by those who imagine smaU-pox was an 
omnipresent ailment until the advent of Edward 
Jenner. In 1721 a serious -outbreak occurred, 
the deaths rising in October to 100 a week in a 
population of 16,000. Mather convoked a 
meeting of physicians, and laid before them the 
Mahometan prescription, but they would not 
listen to it. Dr. Boylston, however, was per- 
suaded, and inoculated two of his slaves, and 
then his sons, aged five and six; whereon he 
was summoned before the justices and severely 
reprimanded. Undeterred by the State, and 
supported by the Church, he persevered, and 
by the end of September had inoculated 80, 
and by the middle of December, 250. 

His custom was to make a couple of incisions 
in the arms into which bits of lint dipped in pox- 
matter were inserted. At the end of twenty-four 
hours the lint was withdrawn, and the wounds 
dressed with warm cabbage leaves. On the 
seventh day the patient sickened and pustules 
appeared, sometimes few, sometimes hundreds. 
Mather and Boylston maintained it was a most 
wholesome operation, for after it " feeble, crazy, 
consumptive people, grew hearty, and got rid of 
their former maladies." * To be poxed was to bo 
rejuvenated. 

Cotton Mather*s own account of the Boston 
experiment is worth reading. He wrote— 

" March 10th, 172J. 
** The distemper hath lately visited and ran- 
sacked the City of Boston ; and in littie more 
than half a year, of more than 5000 persons that 
have undergone it, near 900 have died. But 
how many lives might have been saved if our 
unhappy physicians had not poisoned and 
bewitched our people with a blind rage that it 
has appeared very like a Satanick Possession 
against the method of relief and safety in the 
way of the small-pox inoculated t 

• PkOoiopMeal TransacHons, Vol. xxxii. p. 8& 
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" I haye prevailed with one phyaioian (and 
for it I have had bloody attempts made upon 
my life by some of our Energomens) to intro- 
duce the practice ; and the experiment has been 
made upon ahnost 800 Objects in our neighbour- 
hood, young and old (from one year to seventy), 
weak and strong, male and female, white and 
black, in midsmnmer, autumn, and winter, and 
it succeeds to admiration I 

** I cannot learn that one has died of it ; though 
the experiment has been made under various 
and marvellous disadvantages. Five or six have 
died upon it, or after it, but from other diseases 
or accidents ; chiefly from having taken infection 
in the common way by inspiration before it 
could be given in this way of transplantation. 

** Dr. Leigh, in his Natural History of Lanca- 
shire^ counts it an occurrence worth relating, 
that there were some catte known to catch the 
small-pox, and pass regularly through the state 
of it, and then to die. We have had among us 
the very same occurrence. 

" It was generally observed and complained 
that the pigeon-houses of the City continued un- 
fruitful, and the pigeons did not hatch or lay as 
they used to do all the while that the small-pox 
was in its epidemical progress : and it is very 
strongly afi&rmed that our dung-hill fowl felt 
much of the like effect upon them. 

'* We have many among us who have been 
ymted with the Plague in other conntrieB many 
years ago, who have never been arrested with 
small-pox affcer it, though they have been 
exposed as much as any other people to it; 
whence the belief now begins to prevail among 
us, that they who have had the Plague will 
never have the small-pox after it." 

Considering the developed evidence that 
awaits us as to the character and results of inoc- 
ulation, it would be superfluous to discuss this 
singular report, but we may remark the consimi- 
mate audacity with which Mather assumes and 
maintains his position. What a masterly touch 
of the quack have we in these words — 

*' I cannot learn that one has died of it. Five 
or six have died upon it, or after it, but from 
other diseases or accidents ; chiefly from having 
taken infection in the conunon way by inspir- 
ation before it could be given in the way of 
transplantation." 

We can readily understand how the hand that 
could give so adroit a turn to awkward disasters 
could in other days frame irresistible indictments 
for witchcraft. 

The preoiBe tmth as to the extent of the 
Boston epidemic is far from easy to ascertain : 



it was the temptation of the inoculaters to mag- 
nify the numbers of the afiUcted and of their 
antagonists to minimise. Thus we read — 

" At a meeting by pubUck authority in the 
Town House of Boston, before His Majesty's 
Justices of the Peace and the Select Men ; the 
practitioners of physic and surgery being called 
before them, concerning Inoculation, agreed to 
the following conclusion : — 

'* A Resolve upon a debate held by the 
physicians of Boston concerning inoculating the 
Small Pox on the 21st day of July, 1721. 

**It appears by numerous instances, that it 
has proved the death of many persons soon after 
the operation, and brought distempers upon 
many others which have in the end proved 
deadly to *em. 

*' That the natural tendency of infusing such 
malignant filth in the mass of blood is to corrupt 
and putrify it, and if there be not a sufficient 
discharge of that malignity by the place of 
incision, or elsewhere, it lays a foundation for 
many dangerous diseases. 

'* That the operation tends to spread and con- 
tinue the infection in a place longer than it 
might otherwise be. 

'^ That the continuing the operation among us 
is likely to prove of most dangerous consequence. 

'* The number of persons, men, women and 
children, that have died of Small Pox at Boston 
from the middle of April last (being brought 
here then by the Saltertuda's Fleet) to the 28rd 
of this instant July (being the hottest and worst 
season of the year to have any distemper in) are, 
viz, — 2 men, strangers, 8 men, 8 young men, 2 
women, 4 children, 1 negro man, and 1 Indian 
woman, 17 in all ; and of those that have had it, 
some are well recovered, and others in a hope- 
ful and fair way of recovery. 

« Bt the Select Men of 

THE Town of Boston.'' 

Dr. Fleuart of Boston wrote to London that 
of 70 inoculated, 14 or 16 had died ; and that at 
Roxbury, where there was no small-pox, 5 inoc- 
ulated had died.''' 

Conflicting as are the testimonies, we must 
allow much to the natural aversion from an opera- 
tion, not only novel, but disgusting ; but taking 
the best that could be claimed for the new prac- 
tice by an enthusiastic advocate, the benefit was 
trifling when seriously scrutinised. Dr. Boylston 
visited London after the Boston epidemic, and 
finding inoculation in high vogue he published 
an Account of the Small Pox inoculated in New 



* Letter to Dr. Jurin bff leaae Massey, London, 172S. 
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England,"^ George I, and the Prince and 
Princess of Wales had taken Inoculation under 
their august patronage, and Boylston with loyal 
fervour burst forth — 

** Shall not physicians and surgeons recom- 
mend and bring it into greater esteem and 
practice, and save (under God) thousands and 
tens of thousands by it; and make further 
improvements in it; and set more vigorously 
about it when they consider their great Pattern 
and Example for it, namely, the greatest and 
wisest of Kings, their royal highnesses the 
Prince and Princess at the head of it ; and that 
it has been used upon their Boyal Issue with 
great success ? " 

Boylston in his Account recites his cases with, 
we think, general veracity. He executed 244 
inoculations, and says, " there were in the towns 
near Boston about 86 persons more inoculated, 
which all did well ; namely, by Dr. Boby about 
11, and by Dr. Thompson about 25, which, 
together with my 244, make up the number of 
280 ; out of which number died only 6 persons, 
notwithstanding all the difOlculties the practice 
laboured under.*' 

Beyond measure extraordinary was the bland 
assurance wherewith Boylston, in common with 
Mather and others, assumed and argued that 
the 280 inoculated had been thereby delivered 
from the plague of small-pox and death. 
Accepting the improbable supposition that the 
280 were a fedr average of 15,000 Bostonians, of 
whom one-third took small-pox, we have to 
abstract two-thirds of the 280, or 186 as super- 
fluously inoculated, leaving 98 saved from small- 
pox. If we then inquire how many of these 
were saved from death, and resort to Boylston's 
statistics, who 8a3rs, — 

'* In 1721 and beginning of 1722 there were in 
Boston 5759 persons who had small-pox in the 
natural way, out of which number died 844 ; so 
that the proportion that die of natural small- 
pox appears to be one in six, or between that of 
six and seven " — f 

We find the number no more than 15, from 
which, if we deduct the 6 who died imder his 
hand, his trophies are reduced to 9, to save whom 
he put 280 into serious sickness and jeopardy — 
so serious indeed in some instances (as appears 
from his own notes) that there was slight reason 
to prefer inoculated to spontaneous small-pox. 



^ An Hittorical APCtmtU ^ the SmaU Pox inoculaUd in 
New Sngkmd upon aU mrti cf penont, Whitei, Blaeki, and 
qf mU Agt» mni Cvn ttU ut km, By ZiMtol Boylfton. London, 
17ML 

t IMd. p. W. 



Viewed thus in his own Hght — a light most 
favourable, how vain, not to say impudent, was 
such boasting as this — 

** Now, if there be any one that can find a 
faithful account or history of any other method 
or practice that has carried such a number of 
all ages, sexes, constitutions, and colours, and in 
the worst seasons of the year, through the small- 
pox ; or indeed through any other acute distem- 
per with better success, then I will alter my 
opinion of this ; and until then, I shall value 
and esteem this method of inoculating the small- 
pox as the most beneficial and successftil that 
ever was discovered to, and practised by man- 
kind in this world."* 

And, gaining courage through his own noise, 
he went yet farther, and proclaimed that small- 
pox was tamed and subdued — 

"It is, and shall be acknowledged, to the 
praise and glory of God, that whereas a most 
wild, cruel, fierce and violent distemper, and 
which has destroyed millions of lives, is now (by 
that happy discovery made of its transplantation) 
become tractable, safe and gentle.'^f 

In the knowledge of the utter emptiness of 
this bounce, it may seem malicious to withdraw 
it from forgetfalness ; but it serves to point the 
truth that human nature in 1726 was much the 
same as human nature in 1879, and that the 
same arts of audacious assertion and rowdy 
rhetoric were in practice then as now. Indeed, 
whoever is sufficiently wicked to presume on the 
natural trustfulness of mankind, and will he 
loud enough and long enough, may attain an 
appalling success — as our story, alas ! will prove. 

One thing goes to Boylston*s credit : he did 
not propose to make poxing universal — to poison 
and sicken everybody, and inflict certain present 
injury to avert a fature and uncertain danger. 
He proposed to reserve inoculation for emer- 
gencies — 

** When the small-pox left Boston, inoculation 
ceased ; and when it shall please Providence to 
send and spread that distemper amongst us 
again, may inoculation revive, be better received, 
and continued a blessing in preserving many 
from misery, corruption and death." 

The narratives of Mather and Boylston are of 
special importance because we have in them the 
true lineage of inoculation as introduced from 
the eastern to the western world. Boylston tellB 
us that when small-pox appeared in Boston — 

** Dr. Mather, in compassion to the lives of 
the people, transcribed from the Philosophical 
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TratuKictwns of the Boyal Society the accounts 
sent them by Dr. Timonius and Pylarinos of 
inoonlating the small-pox in the Levant, and 
sent them to the practitioners of the town for 
their consideration thereon." * 

For some inscrutable reason the true position 
of Cotton Mather in the history of inoculation 
is continually oTerlooked or mis-stated. For 



COMPULSORY VACCINATION. 
(Bnlargod from a Discourse on Talenition of Opinion.) 

By Moncube D. Conway, M.A. 

Since freedom of thought leads to freedom of 
practice, it may be asked — Has not society a 
right to check the expression of opinion which 
threatens danger to the moral or physical wel- 



instance, in Mather's biography in the exceUent **" "^ *^« community? Is no line to be drawn 
EngliA Cyclcptedia, it is said that he derived his ^'^^'"'^ ''^"^ individuals, or bands of mdi- 
information and impulse from the letters of '"'^'^« '^'^* ^ restrained from givmg such 
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, a statement V"^^<i»i effect to peculiar opinions as the ma- 
repeated in the memoir of that lady, and which J^^'y "^l '™PP°''« dangerous to the order or 

. As to the true extent of security of society ? To this I reply, that it is 



is perfectly fabulous 
the small-pox epidemic in Boston in 1721-22, 
and the mortaUty, I should feel thankful for 
any trustworthy information, which may be 
addressed to me — i Eemplay Boad, Hampstead, 
N.W. Wm White. 



Imprisonment for Medical Heresy. — I re- 
gret much to hear of the case of imprisonment 
to which you refer. It is, indeed, an odious 
thing that a man can now be put in prison be- 
cause he cannot accept a particular medical 
theory. — Jacob Bright, M.P. 



the right and duty of society to punish crime ; 
but it has no right to punish any conscientious 
action because a majority may theoretically 
think it would lead to crime if left free, or tend 
to evil. Injury to the just rights of others, 
intended or actual, must be proved before just 
punishment can follow. 

Nor can an enactment be allowed to identify 
itself as just law, and then treat violations of 
itself as crime. Jesus was quite legally put to 
death; but it was the law that was criminal, 
not he. 

A considerable number of good people are 



SciBNTmc QuACKS.--The claims of chemistry j^gt ^q^ sufifering fines and imprisonments 



and physiology, in the actual state of those 
branches of inquiry, to regulate our habits in 
conformity with their fleeting hypotheses, are 
as ludicrous as anything that Swift imagined in 
the University of Laputa ; and it is high time 



because they will not suffer their children to be 
vaccinated. Their very excellencies as parents 
cause them to be dealt with ob malefactors. 
Here, say, are two men : one gives uninquiring 
assent to what other thoughtless people assent 



that the intelHgence of mankind should assert to; he doesn't care much what happens to his 

itself in opposition to the pretensions of sham child, delegates to usage the duty of thinking 

science. The tendency of the day is to exalt fo^ it, gives it up to be baptised, catechised, 

what is technically caUed "research," as op- vaccinated, flogged at school— to anything that 

posed to ratiocination ; and one consequence of ig ^g^al, whether right or not. The other man 

this tendency is that a number of otherwise un- gi^gg ^^ uninquiring assent ; he studies carefully 



employed and unappreciated persons set them- 
selves to work with microscopes and test-tubes, 
and fancy that they are making discoveries. 
The laborious trifling of six months is then 
described as a "research;" and the conclusions 
of the great unknown who makes it are regarded 
as part of the general stock of knowledge for the 
six months longer which may possibly elapse be- 
fore these conclusions are overthrown by some- 
body else. The ordinary sequence of events is, 
that the iconoclast sets up his idol in its turn, 
which in like manner is dragged through the dirt 
by his successor ; and the common people, who 
aire not scientific, are expected to worship at each 
shzine as long as it endures. — B. Brudsnell 
Cabtbb in Contemporary Review, p. 868, Jan. 79. 

* An Hidorkdl AeoonrU, p. L 



that his family may be nourished with truth 
and maintained by such laws of health as he 
can discover. Now, of these two the careless 
parent is favoured by the vaccination law, while 
the thoughtful, anxious, and devoted parent is 
punished unless he adopt a prescribed opinion. 
A law which thus favours parental indifference, 
and discourages careful thought and conscien- 
tious devotion to the child's welfare, reverses 
the spirit of all just law. Of course it is equally 
probable that the thinking parent may be able 
to agree with the majority; but he may not, 
and in this case he suffers for his inquiry, while 
the other escapes, — no man being so safe from 
the results of thought, erroneous or right, as he 
who never thinks at all. 

Extreme cases are coneeivable in which it may 
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be necessary to ovenxile practical dissent claim- 
ing to be oonseientioiis. A ship may be placed 
in quarantine, — or a nation or individual — to 
prevent the spread of infectious or contagious 
disease; if a captain idiould regard it as his 
duty for some large purpose to evade quarantine, 
it might be right to punish him. In such an 
instance no principle of individual right is in- 
volved, the question not concerning the general 
rectitude of the law, but its application in a 
particular case. Then there is the law of com- 
pulsory education. Society insists that every 
child shall have the opportunity of some degree 
of education on two grounds : first, because it is 
shown that pauperism and crime flow from 
ignorance; second, because for a parent to 
bring up a child in complete ignorance is an 
injury comparable to putting out that child's 
eye or breaking its back. But why has it been 
found necessary to make education compulsory? 
Who or what opposes it? Not the reason or 
conscience of any one. It was parental indo- 
lence or selfishness that had to be overruled. 
Had there been any compulsory religious in- 
struction in the public schools, the scheme 
would have been an oppression, for good and 
wise people differ about religion, and a majority 
has no right to coerce the convictions of a 
minority. But no one is willing to defend 
ignorance as a part of his religion. There is no 
conscience against learning. The government, 
therefore, having gained reason and conscience 
on its side, by limiting education to subjects of 
universally conceded importance, having pro- 
vided the means for all, has a perfect right to 
meet the indolence or selfishness of parents and 
guardians with force. But when against any 
law a protest arises, made in the same public 
interest as law itself; when it has no private or 
selfish purpose, and appeals only to fact and 
argument; when, though in a small minority, 
it has sufficient weight of intelligence on its side 
to confuse the judgment of good citizens ; then 
no law can remain just which meets that pro- 
test and argument with brute force. 

In tiie case of vaccination, it may some day 
be proved right to secure it by compulsion ; but 
before that situation can arrive the government 
has a nxmiber of conditions to fulfil an4 of duties 
to perform, in default of which it is now guilty 
of the worst offence of governments, — ^framing 
injustice in law. 

1. Vaooxnation has been seriously challenged 
by men of leazning. The misgivings concern- 
ing it have not arisen from ignorance and 
pre|adioe» bat from men of science and medical 



men. These arguments have been sufficiently 
strong to shake the convictions of eminent 
thinkers and poHtical leaders — such as Herbert 
Spencer, Professor F. W. Newman, Dr. Garth 
Wilkinson, William Ewart Gladstone, W. £• 
Forster, John Bright — in the justice of the 
law, and of some of them in vaccination 
itself. The arguments which have influenced 
such men — ^leaders of large numbers of the 
people — cannot be met justly except by fact and 
argument. To answer by mere force is tyranny. 
The reasoning objectors have been answered 
only by fine and imprisonment, which are 
as genuinely persecutions as if inflicted for 
the non-baptism of children, on the ground 
that such children may become foci of here- 
tical infection. To those who dissent from 
it, vaccination is merely a medical dogma. To 
coerce parents into its practice rests upon 
that assumption of medical infallibility which 
has again and again been proved false, — 
as in the instance of inoculation, once gene- 
rally practised, now penal ; as in the example 
of bleeding, that barbarous practice to which 
Washington and Cavour fell victims while 
opening new vistas of civilisation. Even were 
physicians, unanimous in their faith in vaccina- 
tion, they could not claim infallibility after 
having so often erred ; while, as a matter of 
fact, there is less unanimity in that profession 
about vaccination than there was at one time in 
favour of the now discredited inoculation. 

The vaccinators prove that of those who 
are attacked by small-pox, very few who 
have been vaccinated die, while the disease is 
generally fatal to those who have not been 
vaccinated. On the other hand, the anti- vacci- 
nators contend that a very large number of 
children die by vaccination, and many suffer 
terrible diseases transmitted by the ann-to-ann 
process. Here is an issue that cannot be fairly 
settled by force. It cannot be settled solely by 
a profession pecuniarily interested in vaccination 
and much more constrained by the intolerance of 
medical orthodoxy. It can only be settled by a 
commission of disinterested men of science and 
statists. If these, putting together the deaths 
through vaccination and those through non- 
vaccination, were to show a decided preponder- 
ance of death due to the non-observance of this 
precaution ; if they were to show that the trans- 
mitted taints by vaccine-erisypelas Were slight 
dangers compared with those of non-vaccination ; 
then the law would have fulfilled the first con* 
dition of making itself justly compulsory. 

2. It has been abundantly proved— so com* 
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pletely as to have been admitted by the govern- 
ment before which the proof was laid — that very 
serious perils attend the arm-to-arm inocula- 
tion. Horrible diseases, taints of blood, are con- 
veyed by this means, insomuch that Sir Thomas 
Watson, M.D., in an important article in the 
Nineteenth Century, justifies the parent who 
rebels against va.ccination unless he can secure 
pure lymph from the calf. This, then, being an 
admitted danger, the government which pro- 
fesses to enforce vaccination has another con- 
dition to fulfil. It must provide pure lymph. 
It has no more right to compel a parent to inoc- 
ulate his child with possibly tainted lymph than 
to compel the child of a Protestant into a Catho- 
lic school. Every precaution admitted against 
what a parent may think tainted dogmas, is 
equally within his right against tainted lymph. "^ 

If the government should fulfil these two con- 
ditions ; if it should bring before the alarmed 
parents clear facts and evidences, attested by 
men of science, not resting solely upon the tra- 
ditions of a profession so lately engaged with 
equal confidence in poisoning by inoculation and 
assassinating with the lancet ; f and if, having 
gained this unbiassed verdict, it should then 
place within reach of every parent pure vaccine 
matter (as it offers unsectarian education) ; then, 
were any compulsion necessary, as it probably 
would not be, it might be justified. 

Not having procured any fedr verdict on the 
subject, not having secured families against the 
terrible dangers of taint, which it acknowledges, 
from the only lymph available to the masses, 
the government confesses the injustice of its 
persecutions of non- vaccinating parents by their 
very pettiness. If these parents are guilty of 
anything at all, they are guilty of sowing broad- 
oast the seeds of death. They ought not to be 
tolerated at alL Small fines and imprisonments 
are not the proper penalties of murder. But if 
these parents who suffer, rather than subject 
their children to dangers, are really practising a 
care and tenderness of the utmost importance 
to every home, then the government may weU 
reconsider its position before punishing such 
parents, even though the majority may regard 

* II7 own fmmily hare been Tacdnated with pore Taccine 
matter from the calf, obtained for me by an eminent phytidan 
from a dlitant part of the continent. But how monitrous it 
woald be to puniah a parent for inability to avail himielf of 
■neh an alternative to inoculating his children with a ool ■ub- 
■tanoe which may have crept throu(h a thouaand dieeaied 
veini. 

t I honour the medical profewlon quite ■• much aa any 
other ; but I know d no profeerion or vocation which haa not 
Ito right wing oontroUed by orthodoxy and tradition muuti 
•troB«ar than Its left ftroggttng for prograM. 



them as mistaken. The fair rule would be to 
punish only the indolence and carelessness 
which neglect a precaution whose value the 
offenders admit. Where those who refuse to 
have their children vaccinated can prove that 
course not a result of mere neglect or contempt, 
but of full consideration and conscientious 
conviction, the government must provide a 
conscience clause, or a reasoner*s clause. 
Government is degraded when a magistrate is 
empowered to afflict an honest man because he 
has intelligent doubts which the functionary of 
precedent cannot solve. The man should be 
accorded an immunity like that which the 
Quakers have from bearing arms. "^ 

The number of such cases of intelligent dissent 
from vaccination could never be of such impor- 
tance — assuming the value of vaccination — to 
bring on the conununity such serious evils as 
the facile oppression of parental rights, and 
discouragement of the parental sense of re- 
sponsibiUty for children. Such oppression can 
only result in driving parents to evasion of the 
law. Until the government has itself so com- 
pletely fulfilled the conditions and duties ante- 
cedent to a just coercion of individual opinion 
and conscience, it can gain no real advantage 
by such impoUcy. The parent whose question 
is tmanswered, whose alarm is met by violence, 
knows that he is entitled to deceive his human 
oppressor as much as a tiger. Such deceptions 
are already very common, and they must 
steadily increase under the accumulation of 
imanswered objections and vague misgivings, 
imtil at last, after years of fruitless annoyances 
to household martyrs, the government will be 
reduced to do what it should do now — exempt 
from penalty every parent whose refusal to 
vaccinate rests upon careful thought, inquiry, 
and conviction ; and secure the benefit of vac- 
cination — should it be proved real — by such 
investigations, related to the points raised by 
eminent objectors, and such provisions against 
evil results, as will leave no kind parent willing 
to deprive his child of such benefit. 

* It is a eerioui mistake to euppoee that such exemption of 
those who can give evidence that their opposition is not 
frivolous, might endanger such other compulsory measures as 
education or drainage ; in no conceivable case could any man 
offer reasons in favour of defective drainage or of ignorance. 
There may be a conscientious preference for the school in 
which one's own theology is taught over that from which it is 
omitted; but to place compulsory education on the same 
basis with compulsory vaccination, it must be shown that 
there are parents who believe that it is injurious to learn 
reading, writing, dto., who are willing to pay flnes or even go 
to priscm rather than have their children so taught No sudh 
parents can be foand. 
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A COMMON SENSE VIEW OF 
VACCINATION. 
By a ** oommon sense view '* of this important 
question, is meant the view taken by sensible 
persons who have no professional bias. It may 
be objected that such persons are not qualified 
to have any views of their own about vaccin- 
ation. Inquiry will show that only oommon 
sense is needed to understand this subject. 

What is vaccination? The word originally 
meant ''inoculating with cow-pox." In the 
days of Dr. Jenner, cows kept in dirty dairies 
got the pox ; and the milk-maids sometimes had 
the disease. 

One day Jenner was serving a milk-maid in his 
shop at Berkeley, Gloucestershire, and cautioned 
her to beware of that peril to a pretty face, the 
small-pox, when she said, *' I have had the cow- 
pox;*' meaning, that having had a similar 
disease, she was not liable to small-pox. 

There was common sense in this. Jenner 
pondered the matter, and came to the conclusion 
that every child ought to be inoculated with 
cow-pox to prevent the small-pox. 

The milk-maid's conmion sense told her that 
when the blood is purified by an eruptive disease, 
the body is invigorated by the removal of morbid 
matter, and there is consequently less likelihood 
of the system undergoing anotiher eruptive disease. 

Jenner was under a double delusion: he 
imagined that everybody was liable to have 
small-pox, and that impregnating the blood 
with cow-pox virus, in some mysterious way 
destroyed all susceptibility to small-pox. The 
words he used in his Inquiry into the Causes 
and Effects of Cow-Pox (1798) were—" What 
renders the cow-pox virus so extremely singular 
is, that the person who has been thus affected is 
for ever after secure from the infection of the 
small-pox." 

Jenner lived to confess that experience as well 
as common sense disproved his *' for ever " state- 
ment. Thousands of vaccinated persons have 
not only had small-pox, but have died of it. 

But everybody does not have small-pox. It 
is not hereditary. When parents have had this 
disease, their children are less liable to it. We 
know the causes of small-pox: Jeimer did 
not. Small-pox is a dirt disease, and it is, 
therefore, preventible by cleanliness, and not 
by adding filth to filth. 

Some doctors say that small-pox is not a thing 
of growth, but is aJways '* caught. " That is not 
oommon Mnse, but uncommon folly. From 
fmham did the first small-pox patient " catch " 
tilt disMMf Flovenoe Nightingale, in her 



Notes on Nursing, ridicules the idea that child- 
ren "must" have measles, etc. She tells us 
how small-pox originates. Her words are — 
" I have seen with my eyes, and smelt with my 
nose, small-pox growing up in first specimens, 
either in close rooms or in over-crowded wards, 
where it could not by any possibility have been 
* caught,* but must have begun." 

Common sense tells us that it is wrong and 
dangerous to implant any disease in the blood, 
which is " the life." Jenner's milk-maid had 
the cow-pox naturally, which is very different 
from being inoculated with it artificially. 

Common sense teaches that disease cannot be 
prevented by causing disease. Such a proceed- 
ing IB as unreasonable as expecting a child to be 
truthfiil by teaching it to He ; or sowing weeds 
and expecting a crop of wheat. 

Common sense says there is danger of impart- 
ing other and worse diseases with the so-called 
"lymph;" because the vaccine matter is not 
got from healthy cows, but firom diseased 
children. "Diseased?" Yes, every vaccinated 
child is necessarily diseased: it is called the 
" vaccine disease." 

It is admitted that horrible diseases are too 
often imparted by vaccination, hence some of 
its advocates are agitating for "calf-lymph." 
This original virus having to be produced arti- 
ficially, only vegetarians will avoid the risk of 
eating vaccinated veal. 

Vaccination is utterly opposed to conunon 
sense, whether viewed physiologically or politi- 
cally. In the name of common sense, as there 
ia a doubt, let there be inquiry, individual and 
natural. If vaccination were a preventive, and 
compulsion in medical matters were permissible, 
it ought to be enforced upon adults as well as 
children. 

As vaccination is admitted not to protect 
" for ever," there is an outcry for re- vaccination. 
Our legislators' common sense will not sanction 
compulsory re-vaccination ; and were it attempt- 
ed, the people would not submit to it. There is 
a large and increasing number of intelligent 
parents who decline vaccination for their child- 
ren, preferring the option of fine or imprison- 
ment; and the law cannot be really enforced, 
for sending policemen to take infants by violence 
would cause a " mothers' rebellion." 

The common sense conclusion is— leave it 
optional. If vaccination be a good thing, loving 
parents will not neglect it ; if it be an injurious 
superstition, the sooner the law is repealed the 
better. 

Matichsster, Henby Pitman. 
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ST. PANCRAS PERSECUTORS. 
Perhaps no men have done more to discredit local 
government in the metropolis than St. Pancras 
Guardians. The parish of St Pancras is wide and 
wealthy, but its prosperous folk are too busy to 
attend to public afEairs, and its intellectual folk 
are too dainty for the vulgarities of coiporate ex- 
istence ; and the result is, that the administra- 
tion of the district is abandoned to the ** lower 
middles '* — ^to men whose native vigour is rarely 
tempered with culture and social experience. 
With this explanation, it will be understood by 
readers unfamiliar with London, how it happens 
that St. Pancras has such an ill reputation in 
many connections, and latterly in the flagrant 
question of compulsory vaccination. The rough 
Englishman when he is thwarted storms and 
vows that he will not submit to defeat; and 
thus it is that when Mr. Tebb and Mr. Mansfield 
pay their fines, and yet do not surrender their 
children to the vaccinator, the bumbledom of 
St. Pancras waxes furious and invokes fresh 
vengeance from below. At a recent meeting it 
was resolved to hale the obstinate fellows once 
more before the judge, notwithstanding the pro- 
test of Mr. B3rme, chairman of the Vaccination 
Committee, that these repeated prosecutions 
were as useless as they were mischievous ; in 
which opinion Mr. Fumiss sustained him. 
Guardian William Bower, apothecary, of 96 
Tottenham Court Road, rebuked Mr. Byrne as 
a weak brother, and hoped, for the credit of St. 
Pancras, that it would never go forth that they 
were ready to compromise. Guardian Thomas 
Ross, of 70 Hampstead Road, was still more 
implacable and furious. If fines were accepted in 
place of obedience, the law, he thought, might 
as well be repealed altogether. It was nonsense 
' fining such men : they ought to be sent to prison. 
Guardian Guerrier, cattle salesman, of 177 Cam- 
den Road, was equally ferocious, and echoed 
brother Ross; wherein Mr. Byrne explained 
that he was no anti- vaccinator, but he did not 
see the use in picking out a couple of ratepayers 
and prosecuting them to no purpose. They 
might go on fining them for ever, but they 
would never get the children vaccinated. 

Just so. The children will not be vaccinated) 
and hence the absurdity of so much tall talk. 
Perhaps even imprisonment might prove in- 
effective, and would St. Pancras then recom- 
mend hanging? It is to be regretted that a 
gentleman in delicate health like Mr. Tebb 
should be so persistently and wantonly annoyed ; 
but the opposition to vaccination has received 
extmordmavy impetus and encouragement from 



his persecution. His pamphlet, stocked with 
arguments against the existing law, has been 
circulated over the whole country, and has 
drawn forth the most gratifying expressions of 
sympathy and approval. As for Mr. James 
Mansfield, of 40 Judd Street, Euston Road, 
Mr. Tebb*s companion in affliction, he is one of , 
those heroes who for centuries have been the 
salt of English life. Satisfied that vaccination 
is wrong, he has gone up to judgment again and 
again, and has suffered for righteousness* sake 
without flinching, maintaining through all a 
meek and reasonable spirit. It is only after 
acquaintance with a case like Mansfield's that 
one realises to the full the exceeding wickedness 
of compulsory vaccination law. Even an ardent 
vaccinator, with the heart of a Christian in him, 
would pause if asked, ** Could you advise a man 
with a solemn, conscientious conviction, like 
Mansfield, to sacrifice it at the bidding of any 
power on earth?" The answer could only be 
an emphatic " No I " unless the Christian is pre- 
pared to repudiate the divinest incidents in the 
records of his own faith. It is the consummate 
perfection of man to do what he believes to be 
right, and to refrain from what he believes to be 
wrong; and, correspondently, to trespass on 
conscience, or to degrade it, is the worst of 
offences against humanity. ** Better far," said 
Dr. lightfoot. Bishop of Durham, "better far 
that a man should do wrong believing it to be 
right, than that he should do right believing it 
to be wrong." Through all, Mansfield cherishes 
charity toward his persecutors. They know no 
better : they know not what they do. He is of 
the temper of John Huss, who, when fastened 
to the stake, saw an old woman bearing a faggot 
to assist his burning, and exclaimed, ** / aancta 
HmpliGitas t " But in St. Pancras, we fear, there 
goes little of the epithet to the aimplicitas. 



Ibish Vaccination. — Ireland has been the 
boast of vaccinators. Sir Dominic Corrigan, 
when M.P. for Dublin, asserted in the House 
of Commons, that vaccination had extirpated 
small-pox in Ireland; but the vaunt was prema- 
ture, and the collapse ignominious. Since then 
there have been frightftd outbreaks of small-pox 
in Dublin, in Belfast, and in Cork. In Dublin 
during 1871-72 the ratio of mortality was thrice 
that of the worst London epidemic of the centur}'; 
and in Cork, during the quarter ending June, 1872, 
it was tefi'/old that of London. During the pres- 
ent year, 1879, anofther speoially malignant out- 
breaJc has ocourred, and Ireland ae evidence for 
the bleseiiigB of vacoiiiation is judidouBly dropped. 
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"PORTER DE L'EAU A LA RIVIERE." 
Poor Ireland ! Those who know and love her 
best have often to deplore the fatal facility where- 
with she follows England in things eviL At a 
meeting of Home Rule M.P.'s the other day, it 
was resolved to support vaccination, and to 
resist anti- vaccinators — a resolution as grotesque 
and superfluous as Mrs. Mioawber*s, never to 
desert her husband. Ireland, alas I is one of 
the most thoroughly and willingly vaccinated 
countries in Europe, and, like Sweden and 
Prussia in similar case, has paid the penalty of 
corruption in a small-pox epidemic of singular 
intensity and maHgnity. However, in order to 
be like England exactly, a Bill has been intro- 
duced to Parliament " to amend the laws relat- 
ing to vaccination in Ireland" — ^laws already 
through the people's credulous docility perfectly 
efficient, but enabling Irish magistrates to deal 
with any possible Irish Washington Nye or 
Joseph Abel as those heroes are dealt with in 
England — ^that is to say, fined over and over 
again, and, if the fines are not forthcoming, to 
resort to imprisonment. The Bill, too, provides 
that the fee for vaccination be henceforth Is. 6d. 
iiistead of Is., and that a medical officer in 
attendance during vaccination prosecutions have 
a guinea a day out of the poor rates. As we 
have said, the Bill happens to be superfluous 
save in so far as it puts more money in the 
doctors' pockets ; but in the event of the devel- 
opment of anti-vaccination opinion in Ireland, 
it provides an instrument of oppression, the 
existence of which in England is a grievance, of 
which liberal statesmen are ashamed, and will 
presently pronounce unendurable. 

Mr. F. Davis, jun., of Enniscorthy, writes: 
** We have conclusive evidence of the universality 
of vaccination under the present Acts, and more 
stringency is needless. The only instance in 
which the law has been put in motion, and has 
failed (so far as I have been able to ascertain), 
is in the case of John Savage, of Einsale, 
Co. Cork, who has been fined several times, 
illegally, for one child. The cause of his resist- 
ance is that another child had suffered long and 
severely from vaccination. He had two beds 
sold from under him to pay fines. I wish you 
could bring his case under the notice of our 
Irish M.P.'s." 



Sib Thomas Chambebs, Recorder of the City 
of London, says, that ** the infliction of these 
oumulative pcoialtieB upon parents, conscien- 
tiously objecting to vaccination, is a cruel and 
indefensible proceeding." 



PERSECUTED, BUT UNCONQUERED. 

In Joseph Abel, watchmaker, of Faringdon, 
Berks, anti- vaccinators everywhere rejoice. He 
is a chief among their ironsides, and his example 
is inspiration. Twenty-seven times has he been 
smnmoned since March, 1876, and has paid 
;£86 19s. in fines ! His last appearance was on 
Saturday, 22nd March, when he made a capital 
speech, and told the bench that having answered 
to twenty-six summonses he was not going to 
surrender to the twenty-seventh, and as long as 
God gave him health and strength he would 
protect his dear children. What his merciless 
persecutors hope to accomplish it is difficult to 
conceive. They fine him, and there is no more 
that they can do. English gentlemen should 
be above such petty and toothless malice. 



AN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. 

Mb. Ezba H. Hetwood, a feUow labourer with 
W. Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, Francis 
Jackson, and Parker Pillsbury, for the abolition 
of slavery in the United States, has recently 
suffered imprisonment for the same cause as 
Mr. Truelove in England, but was liberated by 
President Hayes. He is turning his prison ex- 
periences to account in public lectures, showing 
how adverse to good are prison influences and 
regulations. *' I have no personal grievances to 
vent, * * he says. * ^ I was in a liberal j aiL Judgo 
Clifford allowed me to choose the one to which 
I should be taken. Prison life implies social, 
financial, and physical death. When I stepped 
over the threshold of Dedham jail, I stepped 
from the civilisation of the nineteenth century 
into the barbarism of the tenth." 

Among the outrages practised on prisoners in 
compulsory vaccination. If a convict refuses he 
is knocked down, handcuffed, and operated 
upon — ^a lesson in sweetness and light. Mr. 
Heywood managed to escape pollution once, 
but the doctor was too much for him, and 
insisted on his submission ; but, as soon &a the 
doctor had gone, Mr. Heywood energetically 
rubbed the virus off his arm, and only escaped 
punishment because there was no rule to apply 
to the offence. 

Consistently with this trust in vaccination, is 
the indifference displayed towards cleanliness. 
The prisoners are allowed to bathe but once a 
week, and then only three minutes are allowed 
for their ablutions ; and when prisoners are un- 
well they go for weeks without bathing and 
without ehange of dothing. 
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VACCINATION OF THE POOR. 
COKFIILBOBT Tacoinatian uaumeB its moat 
m&lignuit attitude towarde the poor. As Sir 
ThomaB Chambem says, "When a medical man 
is called to vaocinate a child in Belgravia, he 
says to the anzioos mother, ' Wait.' Why wait? 
'Wait till I get & good cose.' Bat the parish 
doctor vaccinates by the acore, with any lymph 
th&tisaTailablfl." To a rational mind possessed 
with &ny knowledge of physiology, there is no 
sight more revolting than a public vaooinatioQ 
station, where, in the name of science, an 
abominable and pernioions rite is enacted, that 
seema like a snrviTol from the dark ages. The 
poor are easily led, and are apt to beheve what- 
ever doctors say is right ; bat when parents see 
a healthy infant blasted or destroyed from the 
day it received vims from the vaccinator's 
lancet, the resolve is naturally begotten, never 
again to incnr the same risk. To escape the 
risk, and to save a loved child alive, is often a 
matter of extreme difflcnlty; and, to baffle the 
vaccination offloer, inoonvenienocs and losses are 
undergone with a heroism that, were it only for 
theological ends, wonld be trompeted as divine. 
We heard lately of a carman removing the ftir- 
nitnre of a persecuted family to another parish, 
and being entreated by the mother not to in- 
fbnn. " No," said the good man. "Trost me, 
I ihall not inform. I have reason to hate 
vaodnation as mnidi as yon have. My best 
wishes go with yon, and may Ood keep yoal " 
Thna,miseen and unknown by the general public, 
th«r« is a constant pereocotioD going forward, 
whidi is not deaotmeed ae a revived Inquisition, 
becaoje it happens to be medical. As Mr. 
Herbert Spencer writes, " I wish I had known 
tliat the voooiuation perseontion had been ear- 
ned BO far as yon describe, as I might have 
made use of the fiMst. It would have served 
futher to enfoKw the puallel between this 
nHwIimv' popeij which men think so defensible, 
and the religions popeiy which ^ey think bo 
inde&nnble." These remarks will serve to 
introduce and explain the following doeument, 
whidh is being widely circulated : — 

[Private and Confidential.] 

How FAmuns mat Fbotzoi tbeib Opfbpbins 

ntOK THB DufSEBa and Injuubs of 

Taocihation, 

The question is often asked by anzione 

parentit who have witnessed the terrible injuries 

produced by vaccination upon the children ol 

, how to protect 

ri we always advise that 



when there exists the means of paying judicial 
penalties, the duty of a good citizen is, when 
summoned to attend before the magistrate in 
person, to make the best defence practicable, 
see that a reporter is present to report the pro- 
ceedings for pnblication and circulation, and 
pay tlie fines and costs. The outlay is insig- 
nificant compared to the doctors' bills many 
parents are called on to meet, after what is 
called sncoessfnl vaccination. The response to 
such advice is frequently, " I am utterly unable 
to meet such demands; they would ruin me." 
To such chiefly this confidential advice is ten- 
dered. Before your child is bom, let the mother 
go to some friend's house, or take aparlinents in 
another county if possible ; have the child regis- 
tered, and before proceedings under the Vaccina- 
tion Acts can be initiated, let the mother retqm 
to her home. In ninety-nine cases out of a 
hundred this will efFectnally bafQe the local 
guardians, and prevent the vexatious vaccination 
proBecutions. 

Many parents adopt the plan of not register- 
ing the birth of the child ; bat the law eqjoining 
registration is a beneficial one, with many 
advantages; and though non-registering, it is 
believed, is extensively practised in some dis- 
tricts, the writer does not reoommeud it. 

There are, however, thoosands of honest, 
consoientiouB parents who cannot obtain fidendly 
invitations, and are as eompletely unable to 
incur the expense of migrating to another 
county, as they yould be to meet the oft- 
recurring vaccination penalties, and upon whom 
the operations of the existing Acts are crushing 
and ruinous. Parents of this class who are 
determined to protect their children from the 
empoisoned vaccinator's lancet at all hacuds, 
must make up their minds to submit to inoon- 
veniences and hardships of the severest deeorip- 
tion. They must be always on the alert, and 
be ready at short notice to move from one house 
or parish to another. They should have but httle 
furniture, and that only of the most portable de- 
scription, and should hve in lodgings, and pro- 
vide that a few days' notice to the landlord will 
suffice to clear them of farther liability for rent. 
The removals should be oarefidly concealed and 
made by night, and the carman who removes 
the furniture be instructed not to disclose ^eir 
whereabouts to the vaccination informer. When 
nnable to avoid the summonses of the vaccina- 
tion officer, the abode should be changed several 
times at short intervals, bo as to baffle all 
searchers. We know parents who in thia way 
have snooeeded in eluding the vigUanee of 
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yaooination spies for many years. This plan, 
however, can only be adopted in towns of con- 
siderable size, and we confess onr inability to 
advise those who reside in small places or in 
the country. They must sometimes see their 
healthy offspring sicken and die through the 
blood-poisoning of vaccination without the 
power to rescue them. 

It may be said that the remedy here set forth 
is worse than the risks incurred by vaccination ; 
but such a conclusion would not be arrived at 
by any parent who has observed the loathsome 
diseases so frequently following vaccination, or 
those who will take the trouble to read a digest 
of the latest Parliamentary Betum, entitled, 
Vaccination Mortality, No. 488, dated 1878, 
which shows that 25,000 children are slaughtered 
annually by diseases inoculated into the system 
by vaccination, while the same official document 
suggests that a far greater number are injured 
and maimed for life by the same unwholesome 
rite. 

Other methods of avoiding the injurious effects 
of vaccination are adopted to a greater or less 
extent in some districts of the metropolis as well 
as in other places. Arra/ngementa are made 
with the vaccination officials to omit the names 
of parents with unvaccinated children from the 
list of delinquents brought from time to time 
before the Board of Guardians. A notable 
instance of this description was alluded to by 
an able writer of a communication which ap- 
peared in a December number of the Noncon- 
formiatt when it was shown how local officials 
were "squared** to prevent vaccination prose- 
cutions. Medical men are sometimes paid to 
give certificates of successfril vaccination, when 
the rite has been performed without the u^ of 
vaccine virus. It is well known that tartwr 
emetiCt which has been largely used by some 
doctors, produces a vesicle and leaves a cicatrix 
scarcely distinguishable from those described 
and illustrated by Jenner in his Inquiry, 
without risk of syphilis or other contaminations. 
One medical man, residing in a fashionable 
metropolitan suburb, has for years given the 
babies brought to him for vaccination the 
lymph'*' as a dose of medicine, and filled up the 
certificates in the usual way.f 

* HomcDopAthloftlly prepared. 

t It hM been itated that If a little milk of rolphur be giyen 
daily to an inflant lor a few daji previous to the vaooinatioQ, 
t will prevent the vaooine taking effect, or deetroy iti iufln- 
enoe; but more. information &■ required on thii point A 
lolntion of the iidphite of loda, in the itrength of one drachm 
ef the hH to four ta b h epoonf o li of water, has been reeom- 



These last named methods of avoiding the 
risks of vaccination are mere subterfuges and 
evasions, and, apart from their inmiorality, 
their adoption will do nothing towards obtaining 
the repeal of the cruel and tyrannical enact- 
ments. 



"GOVERNMENT PROSECUTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL HERESY."* 

This is a most useful pamphlet, and its publi- 
cation at the present time very opportune. Its 
style is vigorous and popular, its argument clear, 
incisive, and temperate ; the facts and medical 
evidence adduced are pertinent and telling. No 
carefdl, unprejudiced reader can deny that a 
strong case against compulsory vaccination is 
here made out. Wherever a controversy on the 
subject is carried on, this pamphlet should be 
freely circulated. It should, especially, be sent 
to Members of Parliament, Boards of Guardians, 
Editors of Newspapers, and all who may influ- 
ence public opinion on this question, and who 
have to do with the framing of the law and its 
administration. In a few weeks the annual 
election of Boards of Guardians will take place 
throughout the country, and a copy of this 
pamphlet should be sent to every candidate, 
who should be freely questioned as to whether, 
if elected, he will support or resist the continued 
prosecution of his fellow-parishioners, who may 
dissent from orthodox medical practice. In the 
autunm, it is expected that a new Parliament 
will be elected, and, when candidates appeal to 
popular suffrage, it will be the duty of electors 
to interrogate them freely on this, as on other 
questions. This pamphlet may help them to 
better information and a sounder judgment, and 
they should be reminded that the main and 
primary question is not as to the best medical 
treatment for the prevention and cure of small- 
pox, but whether the whole conmiunity should 
be coerced into the adoption of a particular 
medical theory, however strongly many of them 
may entertain convictions of its injurious nature ; 
whether, in short, as is implied in the title of 
this pamphlet, there should be Government 
Prosecutions for Medical Heresy. Members of 
Parhament and Boards of Guardians, alike, are 
always amenable to reason on the eve of a 
general election. 

mended to be applied on a piece of rag to the pmictctrea made 
by the vaccinator to deetroj the poison of the vaodne vims. 
(See Vaccination Tracts, Na xii. pp. 21, 22.) 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER IL 

LADT MABT WORTLBT MONTAGU. 

" As for History,** said the Dnke of Msriborongli, 
** I know tiiat it is false ; ** and whoever has 
oeeasion to enter minntely into any biographical 
question will be apt to cononr with the Dnke. 
Happening to refer to Walter Bagehot*B essay on 
Lady Mary Wortley Montagn, I found this pas- 



'* She brought from Turkey the notion of ' 
inoeulation. Like most improvers, she was 
rou^y spoken to. Medical men were angry 
beeanse the practice was not in their books, and 
conservative men were cross at the agony of a 
new idea. Religious people considered it wicked 
to have a disease which Providence did not 
think fit to send you ; and simple people ' did 
not like to make themselves ill of their own 
accord.* She triumphed, however, over all 
obetades; inoculation^ being really found to 
lengthen life and save compleiions, before long 
became generaL*** 

Now Bagehot loved accuracy and abhorred 
credulity ; and yet in these lines, delivered with 
as much confidence as a column of the multipli- 
cation table, there are exhibited about as much 
inaccuracy and creduUty as could be packed into 
the space. Let us see what Lady Mary really 
did in the matter of inocidation. 

Mr Wortley Montagu was appointed ambass- 
ador to the Porte, and set out for Constantinople 
in the autumn of 1716 accompanied by his wife, 
then in her twenty-seventh year. The Ottoman 
Entire was in those days powerftd and proud, 
^giUwiliig to send representatives to Christian 

« lOwVfy AMKMb Yoi. 1. p. 448. 



Courts, and receiving ambassadors as com- 
mercial agents, or as bearers of homage firom 
their respective sovereigns. The English am- 
bassador reached his destination early in 1717, 
and ere a month had passed, and ere Lady 
Mary had time to look around and appreciate 
the strange world into which she had entered, 
with sprightly audacity she wrote as follows to 
her friend Miss Sarah Chiswell — 

*' I am going to tell you a thing that I am 
sure will make you wish yourself here. The 
small-pox, so fiktal, and so general amongst us, 
is here entirely harmless by the invention of 
ingrafting^ which is the term they give it. 
There is a set of old women who make it their 
business to perform the operation every autumn, 
in the month of September, when the great heat 
is abated. People send to one another to know 
if any of their family has a mind to have the 
small-pox : they make, parties for this purpose, 
and when they are met (commonly fifteen or 
sixteen together) the old woman comes with fi 
nut-shell fall of the matter of the best sort of 
small-pox, and asks what veins you please to 
have opened. She inunediately rips open that 
you offer to her with a large needle (which gives 
you no more pain than a common scratch), and 
puts into the vein as much venom as can lie 
upon the head of her needle, and after binds up 
the little wound with a hollow bit of shell ; and 
in this manner opens four ;or five veins. The 
Grecians have commonly the superstition of 
opening one in the middle of the forehead, in 
each arm, and on the breast, to mark the sign 
of the cross ; but this has a very ill effect, all 
these wounds leaving little scars, and is not done 
by those that are not superstitious, who choose 
to have them in the legs, or that part of the arm 
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that is oonoealed. The children . or young 
patients play together all the rest of the day, 
andareinpeifeot health to the eighth. Then 
the fiBver begins to seize them, and they keep 
their beds two days, very seldom three. They 
have very rarely above twenty or thirty [pus- 
tules] in their faces, which never mark ; and in 
eight days* time they are as well as before their 
illness. Where they are wounded, there remain 
running sores during the distemper, which I 
donH doubt is a great rehef to it. Every year 
thousands undergo this operation; and the 
French ambassador says pleasantly that they 
take the smaU-pox here by way of diversion, as 
they take the waters in other countries. There 
is no example of any one that has died in it; 
and you may believe I am very well satisfied of 
the safety of the experiment, since I intend to 
try it on my dear little son. 

" I am patriot enough to take pams to bring 
this usefal invention into fashion in England ; 
and I should not fail to write to some of our 
doctors very particularly about it, if I knew any 
one of them that I thought had virtue enough 
to destroy such a considerable branch of their 
revenue for the good of mankind. But that 
distemper is too beneficial to them not to expose 
to all their resentment the hardy wight that 
should tmdertake to put an end to it. Perhaps, 
if I live to return, •! may, however, have 
courage to war with them. Upon this occasion 
admire the heroism in the heart of your friend.** 

In this letter there was material for a small- 
pox idyl— nothing easier, nothing surer, ** small- 
pox made entirely harmless.** But idyls are 
deceptive ; their paradisiacal effects are obtained 
by the sedulous exclusion of whatever is other- 
wise. About the time that Lady Mary was 
romancing so triumphantlj to Miss Sarah 
Chiswell she dispatched this note to her 
husband — 

^* Sunday, 2ard March, 1717-18. 

*' The boy* was engrafted last Tuesday, and 
is at this time singing and playing, and very 
impatient for his, supper. I pray God my next 
may give as good an account of him. ... I 
cannot engraft the girl ; her nurse has not had 
the small-pox.** 

Why should the engrafting of the infant have 
been hindered because the nurse had not had 
smaU-pox ? The answer to the question reveals 
a peril concealed from Miss Sarah Chiswell. 
Because the engrafted child would probably 
have communicated xmmitigated smaU-pox to 

* UorninY thin, 1713. 



the nurse. Why not then engraft nurse and 
child? Because they would have sickened 
together, and mother Mary did not care to incur 
the risk. There was no danger, she said ; none 
whatever, only a pleasant diversion ; neverthe- 
less she preferred discretion to h^r own ample 
assurance. 

In History we have always to suspect the 
picturesque, for mankind have a fatal preference 
for handsome error over uncomely facts, and 
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu as mother of 
English inoculation, and derivatively of vaccina- 
tion, is ever so much more graceM than dull 
Timoni and Pylarini in the Philosophical 
Transactions, Few condescend to inquire 
whether Lady Mary, as primary inoculator, 
was acting independently, or whether she had 
advisers and prompters. ' * All of her self and by 
her self** is the heroic representation — *' a 
woman*s wit against the world;** and judg- 
ment surrenders to femcy, as is the way in 
myths ancient and modem. 

But it so happens that what in itself ought to 
be incjredible — that a young Englishwoman 
should suddenly adopt the strange practice of 
a strange people — is demonstrably incredible. 
Lady Mary did not act alone. She had for 
counsellor and director, Charles Maitland, the 
physician to the embassy, who familiar with 
the fame of inoculation was glad to observe its 
practice experimentally. Maitland writes — 

" In the year 1717, when I had the honour to 
attend the English ambassador and his family 
at Constantinople, I had a fair opportunity fully 
to inform myself of what I had long before 
heard, namely, the famous practice of trans- 
planting, or raising the small-pox by inocula- 
tion.'** 

Here we may note, too, that Maitland was 
aware that inoculation did not originate in 
Turkey. He says — 

" Whilst universally practised all over Turkey 
for three-score years past, it has been known in 
other parts of the East, a hundred, or for aught 
we know, some hundreds of years before.**! 

It was Maitland who managed the inoculation 
of young Montagu, and he thus described the 
operation — 

"About this time, the Ambassador's ingenious 
lady resolved to submit her only son to it, a very 
hopeful boy of about six years of age. She first 
of all ordered me to find out a fit subject to take 
the matter from, and then sent for an old Greek 

* Aeeount qf InoeuiaHng for BmaH-poaB, By C Maitland. 
London, 1782. f Ibid. 172S. 
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womAn who had practised this way a great 
many years. After a good deal of trouble and 
pains I found a proper snbjeot, and then the 
good woman went to work ; but so awkwardly 
by the shaking of her hand, and put the child to 
so much torture with her blunt and rusty needle, 
that I pitied his cries, who had ever been of such 
spirit and courage that hardly anything of pain 
oonld make him cry before ; and, therefore, in- 
oonlated the other arm with my own instrument, 
and with so little pain to him that he did not in 
the least complain of it. The operation took in 
both arms, and succeeded perfectly well. . . . 
He had about an hundred pox all upon his body. 
This operation was performed at Pera in the 
month of March, 1717 " 



That is to say, almost simultaneously with the 
Ambassador's arrival in Turkey. 

The embassy returned to England in 1718, 
aiter a residence of Uttle over a year in Con- 
stantinople. The dates are worth observation ; 
for whilst it appears that the doctor and the 
lady were in common resolved to reconmiend 
the practice of inoculation to their countrymen, 
the dates prove with what inexperience and 
levity they assumed the grave responsibility. 
If quackery be assertion in absence of know- 
ledge or of evidence, then we may accurately 
■tigmatise Maitland and Montagu as a couple 
of anant quacks. But so fcur as concerns Mait- 
land we may go farther, for he expressly tells 



** 1 was assured and saw with my eyes that 
the small-pox is rather more malignant and epi- 
demic in the Turkish dominions than with us ; 
iDflomiioh that, as some have affirmed, one-half, 
car at least one-third part of the diseased, at cer- 
tain times, do die of it ; and they that escape are 
terribly disfigured by it'* f 

Yet this same Maitland, who thus testifies of 
the impotence of inoculation to mitigate and re- 
strain snudl-pox in Turkey, came to England 
ready to assert its power to mitigate and re- 
strain! It is difficult to find words of duo 
severity for such crass folly — ^for such impudent 
inconsistency. We shall see, however, in the 
course of this wonderful story, how every rule 
of evidence may be defied in the matter of small- 
pox, and how, even at this day, it is possible to 
shut one*s eyes and prophesy in the name of 
science, and have noise and hardihood accepted 
farvan^ei:^* 



t AW. p. 4, • 



HOW WILL YOU HAVE IT, 
GENTLEMEN? 

Sib Gordy Burrows, the well-known physician, 
sitting as magistrate on the Brighton bench, and 
dealing with a vaccination case, observed— 

*'The public seem scarcely to understand 
what Vaccination means. The vaccine lymph 
taken from a child is nothing more than what 
has passed from a small-pox patient through a 
cow. In 1858 I assisted in the inoculation of 
seventeen cows with small-pox, three of which 
produced vaccine lymph, and from these the 
world has been supplied. I explained the pro- 
cess the other day to a gentleman who objected 
to Vaccination, and when I had finished he 
intelligently remarked, ' Then, according to your 
account, the cow is a filter, and small-pox poison 
passed through it loses its virulence and conta- 
gious nature.* ** 

Nothing could be more explicit and candid 
than this statement of Sir Cordy^s. All mystery 
is dispensed with, and the public are unreser- 
vedly informed that what is known as Vacci- 
nation is in reality old-fJAshioned Inoculation 
mitigated by the intervention of the cow, *' the 
immortal Jenner,** with his dogma, being quietly 
and decisively shoved aside. 

Let us now leave Brighton for Galway. At a 
recent meeting of the Galway Guardians it was 
suggested that a calf should be inoculated in 
order to obtain a supply of lymph for Vaccina- 
tion; which suggestion was unanimously* 
approved ; but in a day or two the Guardians 
were compelled to pause by the following 
missive from head-quarters. 

** LooAL Government Board, 

" Dublin, 10th Feb., 1879. 

**Tho Local Government Board of Ireland 
acknowledge the receipt of minutes of proceed- 
ings of the Board of Guardians of the Galway 
Union on the 7th inst. from which it appears 
that a suggestion was made by a member of the 
Board that a healthy calf be procured for inoc- 
ulation, in order that a full supply of lymph 
bo obtained for the Union, and another mem- 
ber having intimated his willingness to give a 
calf for the purpose, the Guardians passed a 
resolution accepting this offer, and directing the 
medical officers to see the animal inoculated. 
In reference thereto, the Local Govemmont 
Board desire to observe that it is not clear from 
this resolution whether the proposal is to inocu- 
late the calf with small-pox virus, or with 
vaccine lymph obtained firom a human subject; 
but in neither case can the Local Government 
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Board kpprove of the reaolation adopted by the 
Churdians. Small-pox Tims, token from a oalf, 
would communicate that difeaae to a hunuu 
subject, and be thereby a fertile souve of pro- 
pagating the disease, and woold, moreoret, 
render the operator liable to proseontion nnder 
the fourth eeoUon of the 81 and 82 Vic., cap. 87> 
If the proportion were to Taccinate a calf with 
lymph obtained from a hmnan subject, the 
Bosfd hare to state it has long sinee been ascer- 
tained that the animal lymph for Vaeoinatiou 
purposes most, in the first inotanoe, be oht^ned 
from a oow in whioh the disease has spon- 
tansonsly arisen, and that Yaooination performed 
with lymph token from a cow which had been 
vaooinated with hnman lymph is not reliable. 
The Local GoTemment Board, therefore, lose no 
time in cautioning the medical officers against 
either of Qie practices referred to, as the 
Quardians, no doubt, acted in ignorance of the 
oonaeqaenees when they passed the resolation 
directing their medical offioen to act on the 
■Dggection made. 

" By order of the Board, 

"B. Bamkb, Secretary." 
How, we ask any hemtating M.F., How oonld 
the existing practice of Tacciuation be more 
Qiorooghly exposed and condemned ? Sir Cordy 
Burrows described the process whereby matter 
fin Vaccination had been officially procnred and 
distributed over the kingdom; and the Irish 
Local QoTemment Board stigmatiBe the pro- 
oedore as not only a fertile source of smaU-pox, 
but absolutely illegal I And yet Anti-Yaocina- 
ton are a fimatioal and illogical folk 

GoKPOLSOsr VACciNAriox a Sih akd a CBim. 
— We admit that the State may assault our 
bodies in two oases. Pint— if we are criminal; 
only the crime must not.be a fancied crime, 
arbitrarily created by law. Beligious persecutors 
used to pretend that they punished a heretic not 
for his heresy, bat for his disobedience to the 
law. That is, they Toted his opinion to be a 
crime. Now-a-days, they Tote non-Taccination 
to be criminal. A hundred years ago the pby- 
■ieianB would have advised the State to enforce 
inoculation ; but now inoculation is penal I Well 
may the State forbid infusing a disease 1 but to 
command the infusion of disease is sin and 
crime, whatever men may vote. No such ca- 
prioiouB enactments can justify the enaoton; 
oime must be measured by the human oon* 
Be.— Pro/. F. W. Neu- 



FBOFESSOB NEWMAN oh UAQISTBBIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY. 
Thi following letter was addressed to Hr. Wm. 
Tebb in relation to bis repeated prosecutions by 
the St. Fancras Guardians — 

"Dear Sir,— You desire some expression of 
opinion from ma on the snbjeot of your repeated 
prosecutions for non-vaoeinatian of your daugh- 
ter. Yon hardly look for reiteration of my 
wonder and my indignation that legislators 
of this country should dishonour themselves 
and betray the trust committed to them by 
delegating legislation to medical experts, and 
should be ignorant that they are committiQg 
usurpation by legislating against perfect health. 
The necessity of disestablishing and disendowing 
the medical clique which has fastened itself 
round the neck of this nation, and afflicted as 
fay foul tyranny under false pretences of averting 
contagion, is tiie lesson whioh, I trust, is every- 
where being learnt. But the fact which most 
presses on me, from reading the language of 
magistrates and guardians, is the immoial oom- 
plaeeocy with which they think they can olear 
their oouseiences from the guilt of opptMslDn 
by explaining that ' they do bnt execute the law, 
and it is their duty to execute it, without judging 
if it be right or wrong.' Can they be ignorant 
that this btaons renuneiation of the' duty of 
obeying God rather tluui man has always been 
the strength of every moBt wicked tyranny? 
No man can get rid of personal rasponsibihty 
before God in this way. Every one of these 
man would see it, if a ease were propoeed in 
uiother nation and uiother class of actions. 
To pcieon the blood of healthy children is a 
wickedness which no honourable man ought to 
justify by ftftying that tha state <viTwm*Ti^« it ; 
nor therefore ought he to eompel a parent to 
do such a deed. No mui is obliged to continue 
in the post of magistrate or guardian. If he 
is eommanded to act oppressively, he can resign 
his post, and ought to resign it. Nothing is 
clearer to anyone who will open his eyes, than 
ttiat what is now called Vaccination has no 
effect in lessening small-poi, and has frequent 
and terrible efCect in doing mischief. The doc- 
tors who urge Vaccination do not believe in it, 
for they advise re- vaccination. It aims to 
infuse disease, whioh no legislator has a right 
to do, whatever bold theories or falsehoods 
medical &natiea may advance. To unpngn- 
dioed common sense the ease is perfectly clear. 
Neither the Pope, nor the bead of the Jeraits, 
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nor a Catholic direotor, nor an English Par- 
liament, in eommanding tyrannical deeds, can 
free the nnder-agents from the responsibilities 
of wicked action. Each man has to bear his 
own guilt in compulsory Vaccination as much 
as in bnming heretics or in massacring Jews. 
Besides, all men in authority ought to know 
that this pemicioiis and usurping law was passed 
without publicity and free debate,iind that the 
Parliament did not know the dangers of yaiious 
contagions from this false yaccination, of which 
the enforcement degrades law and makes Par- 
liament itself *(>dious. A patriot, methinks, 
would brave the authority of Parliament to 
save the honour of Parliament. I am sorry for 
you as an indiyiduU, but I do not wish this 
wickedness to become inveterate by mildness 
in the enforcement. — I am sincerely yours, 

«• P. W. Nrwhah. 
*' Weston-super-Mare, Jan. 28, 1879." 



THE ST. PANCRA8 PERSECUTION. 

Mr. William Tbbb's 18th summons was heard 
before Mr. De Rutzen at the Marylebone Police 
Court, on the 81st of March. Mr. Thomas 
Baker, barrister, appeared for Mr. Tebb, and 
the magistrate listened to his arguments with 
more than the usual courtesy accorded to those 
who plead for the confessors of unpopular truth. 
Mr. De Rutzen ultimately adjourned the case 
for a week on two points ; first, that the Vaccina- 
tion officer should produce the minutes or written 
instructions of the Guardians authorising the 
pfTosecution ; and, second, that he, the magis- 
trate, might consider whether the Vaccination 
officer should be required to prove that Mr. 
Tebb*s child had not been vaccinated. The 
interest in the decision was however frustrated; 
sinoe, for some reason, as yet unrevealed, the 
solicitor for the Guardians intimated to Mr. 
Tebb their withdrawal from the suit. The St. 
Paneras newspapers afiiBct considerable indigna- 
tion over the Guardians' retreat, and denounce 
the favour shown to the rich over the poor. What 
would they have? The hivam is the creation 
of Parliament, which concedes exemption from 
Vaccination to any parent who pays the specified 
fine. The law is iniquitous, odiously iniquitous, 
and Mr. Tebb has never ceased to proclaim its 
iniquity; but let the St. Paneras press give proof 
of virtue by sustaining the first anti- vaccinator, 
pvotecniedfoproteetiiig the purity of his ohil- 
dMa'fl Ubood, mdunaUe to purchase the immu- 
ni^ whioh tiw law allows. • 



THE DOCTORS' DILEMMA. 
The people of England are lamentably ignorant 
of physiology and the laws of health. The im- 
position of compulsoiy Vaccination is one of the 
penalties of this ignorance and neglect The 
so-called ** educated " classes are the most delu- 
ded on the subject of Vaccination. Working 
people, men and women, use their common 
sense on the subject of Vaccination, and hate it 
with a perfect hatred. 

We have left this matter to the doctors, and i^ 
pretty mess they have made of it I I gather hope, 
however, from the Detct that the doctors are in a 
dilemma. , 

Sir Thomas Watson, M.D., who has becA fk 
leading London physician for nearly half-a-cen- 
tury, and who is an upholder of Vaccination, 
admits (Nineteenth Century for June, 1878) that 
there is an "ugly blot'* on Vaccination. He 
says: '*It is certain that one objection, really 
fonnidable, does exist— that the operation may 
impart a hateful and destructive disease (syphi- 
lis). I can readily sympathise with and applaud 
a father who is willing to submit to multiplied 
penalties rather than expose his child to the risk 
of an infection so ghastly.*' 

That sounds like common sense ; but note 
what nonsense follows. On the next page, Sir 
Thomas Watson advises a return to "calf 
lymph " in order to avoid this ** ghastly ** risk 
of infection from arm-to-arm Vaccination. He 
adds: "Compelled Vaccination should in all 
cases be from the calf alone.'* But as cows and 
calves do not hlive the pox spontaneously now- 
a-da3rs, it must be produced artificially; and 
this is the process : — 

"A healthy and well-nourished calf, about 
three months old, is hired from a butcher, and 
vaccinated in the usual way, on its shaved ab- 
domen, in about sixty places. Upon the punc- 
tures thus made, vesicles form, and the virus is, 
about the fiftti or sixth daj, fit for use from the 
living animal in direct Vaccination. The calf is 
returned to the butcher none the worse for what 
has happened." (!) 

I doubt if the annals of medical quackery con- 
tain anything more opposed to common sense 
than this. Well may Dr. Seaton say (Vacein- 
ation Inqidrer, p. 2), " The difficulties of apply- 
ing such a plan to the Vaccination of the general 
population are insuperable ; " and that, " so fiur 
from producing fewer ailments and cutaneous 
eruptions, it would, as being more irritating, 
produce more.*' So that the remedy is worse 
than the disease. 

It is proverbial that "doctors differ.*' The 
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Vaoeiimting-boase is " divided against itself," 
And we inoft on the highest ftnthority that suoh 
B house " oumot stand." 

That men who have revived a medic^ train- 
ing to qnalif; them for the " healing art " should 
snpport this syBtem of inoculatiiig every healthy 
ohild with disease is an outrage upoa common 
■enae. 

Hehby Pm an. 



Wbat Hapfems nxDBB the Act. — I have be- 
fore me a copy of the Eclio, of July Snd, in 
which, not an anonymous correspondent, but 
the editor himself, gives a case of a healtliy 
tbild who was vaccinated when three months 
old, and was thereby infected with serious dis- 
ease, and the result was that the ohild died. 
The editor of the paper says — " So important 
was the case oonsidered, that all the physicians 
in attendance at Uie hospital on that day, being 
six in nnmber, left their patients to examine the 
ohild, and uiey one and all concurred that it was 
a Vaooioationoase." The editor goes on to say — 
"It isall very well to have a Compulsory Vacci- 
nation law ; there ought at the same time to be 
a Government scrutiny as to the quality of the 
Vaccination material used. The cose we have 
recorded shows that no child is safe under pres- 
ent oircumstaqoes." I have here a copy of the 
Boilon Ouardian of September 20Ui, in which 
there is a case of a child who was vaccinated by 
Dr, Maxwell, the Vaccination of&cer, and who 
died a week after the Vaccination. The atten- 
tion of the Local Government Board was called 
to the matter. Dr. Maxwell said he could give 
no explanation; that he had used a proper lan- 
cet and proper lymph. That is another victim 
I have also a copy of the NetocattU DaUy Chronicle 
at October lltb, in which there is an account of 
a case of "Alleged Death from Vaccination." 
An inquest was held on the body of Henry 
Uonld, aged four months. The child was vacci- 
nated and had died. Dr. Abrath, who was pres- 
ent at the inquest, said that "no one could tell 
good from bad lymph, no microscope or chemi- 
cal tests oootd detect it. Hehadhimself poisoned 
three children by so-called healthy Vaccination 
lymph, and this made the 121st case he Lad seen 
where children had suffered visibly from Vacci- 
lution." The jury, after a long consultation, 
returned a verdict — " That deceased died from 
dianhcBai aooalerated hy Vaocinatioii, duly and 
properly earned out under the Aet." — From Mr. 
W. Tbbb's Dtfttm l^or* tU MtyittraU at Mary- 
lOona PoUee Cowi. 



MB. ISAAC PITMAN ON VACCINATION. 
In a letter to his brother Henry, not bdfore 
pubbshed, Mr. Isaac Pitman, the inventor of 

Phonography, says : — 

"The Ti7ne» and Mr. Simon are both pre- 
judiced witnesses in respect of Vaccination. No 
one would look to the Ttmst for any truths that 
are not yet accepted by the mqority. Vaccina- 
tion for dieiNiow-pox is only a less evil than 
Vaccination for the smoU-pox. Medical men 
did this formerly t The devil of disease is to be 
driven out by the angel of heat^, and not by 
another devfl of disease, although he may be 
less malignant than the one to be ejected. 

" It is simply impossible that any child can be 
benefitted or in any way fortified against dis- 
ease by having a poisonous vims inserted into 
the blood. He may be strong enough to with- 
stand . the evil effects, and most children are 
when the virus is not very malignant, bat it is 
impossible that he should he rendered more 
healthy, or more proof against the attacks of 
disease by it. So long as the State pays for 
Vaccinakion, and insists upon its being done on 
every child, it would be impossible to get a con- 
viction against a doctor for killing a child with 
bad virus. I conunend you for protesting against 
the iniquitous Compulsory Vaccination Laws' hy 
refusing to pay the fine. If all parents went on 
contentedly having their children vaccinated, 
thus killing some of them, while the State pays 
the doctor, there would be no end to the evil. 
It mnst be protested against ; and if I hod un- 
derstood the matter fourteen years ago as I do 
now, my two boys should not have had tho vims 
of any diseased child inserted into their arms. 
Whatever distempers Vaccination may develop 
in them will be more easily shaken off, in con- 
sequence of the absence of the corruptiiig flesh 
of RnimfLlB in their diet." 

What thb Dootokb would like. — The Bril- 
uh Medical Jouimc^ for April 19th, in an article 
on " Small'pox in Paris," concludes by saying, 
that " until re-vaccination is compulsoiy, like 
Vaccination, «nall-pox cannot be completely 
stamped out, and we shall always be hable to a 
recurrence of epidemics of a certain severity." 

Phevehtion is bktibb thah Gdee. — In look- 
ing over some of Jolm Leech's sketches I came 
on the following — Old Lady — " But, going in 
four-wheel cabs I I'm so afimd of small-poi." 
Coiiy — " Tou've no call to be ofeared o' my oab, 
mum, for I've had the hind wheel waeoioated 
and it took baautifiiL" 
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MB. P. A. TAYLOR OH VACCINATION. 
Thb Iiish Vaoeination Acts Amendment Bill 
was read a second time in the House- of Com- 
mons on Monday, 7th Apxil. Mr. Hopwood, 
Member fat Stockport, moved the rejection of 
the measure, on the ground that it would op- 
press the people of Ireland by compelling, with 
repeated convictions, any man in that coimtry 
to do what he might honestly consider dangerous 
to the health of his child. Mr. P. A. Taylor, 
Member for Leicester, in rising to second the 
amendment that the Bill be read a second time 
that day six months, said — 

I am very soxxy to be obliged to ta^ouble the 
House with any remarks at this late hour of the 
evening, but I must remind the House that it is 
not my fault that I have to do so, but rather the 
fftult of the Government in bringing on a Bill of 
this importance at the present hour. I will not, 
however, detain the House for more than a few 
moments. There appears to me to be a little 
confusion in the minds of hon. members on this 
subject, for they are mixing up in this debate 
the question of the excellence of Vaccination 
with the question of the desirability of making 
Vaccination compulsory, which is an entirely 
different matter. For my part, I have no opin- 
bn to express at the present moment as to the 
excellence of Vaccination, and the House would 
not care to listen to me if I ventured to express 
any opinion on that subject at the present time. 
I will only, therefore,* say that I was a member 
of the Committee of 1871 which considered the 
sobjeot of Vaccination. Since that time my at- 
tention has been directed to the sul^ect, in con- 
sequence of what I believe to be the injustice 
and the impropriety of compulsory Vaccination, 
and from the statistics and other information 
which I have s^ice that time been able to ob- 
tain, my opinion has been so far modified with 
regard to Vaccination that I could not now put 
my name to the report of the Committee, which 
at the time was unanimously agreed to. The 
objection I have is to compulsory Vaccination. 
My hon. friends round me, and my hon. friend 
the Member for the County of Galway (Mr. 
Mitchell Henry), boast of the enthusiastic ad- 
herence of the Irish people to Vaccination. The 
obvious answer to that boast seems to me to be, 
that if they so willingly accept it, there is no 
need for pressing upon them this terrible com- 
pulsion — ^for terrible it is to those who object to 
it In my.opinion every element which could 
justify the compulsory enforcement of Vaccina- 
tion, ftnd could justify the State in standing be- 
twean pMrenlB aflid the healUi of their children, 



is wanting in the present condition of the science 
and the statistics of Vaccination. At one time 
and another there has been a good deal of opin- 
ion expressed in this House as to the viewa of 
the anti- vaccination party, and much expression 
of disgust at their views, and rep^diation of their 
conduct in opposing the Vaccination of their chil- 
dren. They have been talked of as prejudiced 
fools, as traders in disease, and as mere obstinate, 
wrong-headed persons standing between the self- 
evident good and advantage of their children, 
and the benevolence of the State. Perhaps I 
may be allowed to say that that seems to me to 
be an altogether wrong way of putting it. We 
cannot express the general opinion on the ques- 
tion of Vaccination without taking into con- 
sideration what is undoubtedly the fact, that 
there does exist in the countzy a great amount 
of honest opposition to the principle of Vaccina- 
tion. I have seen dozens and scores of persons 
who tell me that they honestiy believe that their 
children have died from Vaccination, and who 
have told me all that had happened, with every 
circumstance an'd detail. They have told me how 
they took perfectiy healthy children to be vacci- 
nated, how an incision was made in the arm, 
how in the course of a few days a sore appeared 
there, how it spread on the arm, and from 
thence all over the body, and how finally the 
children died in agony. Now they may be wrong 
in their opinions, if you please, but they would 
be utterly hearUess and xmieehng if, holding the 
opinion that Vaccination is dangerous, they were 
to suffer their children to undergo Vaccination. 
I maintain that all the elements justifying com- 
pulsion on the part of the State are wanting in 
this instance of Vaccination. In the first place, 
there is not that certainty in the results which 
was boasted of by Jenner, and believed in as the 
fact at that time. During his life-time Vaccina- 
tion was believed to be an absolute cure and 
specific for small-pox. It was said that children 
who had been vaccinated were subsequentiy in- 
oculated, or attempted to be inoculated with 
small-pox, and that the attempt entirely fiuled, 
thus proving the excellence of Vaccination. But 
if that was true then, it is most clearly not true 
now ; for whenever there is an epidemic of small- 
pox scores and hundreds of children die of small- 
pox, and are acknowledged to have died of 
small-pox although previously vaccinated. It 
must be remembered, also, that the figures 
put before us by the Government axe unreliable; 
unreliable partiy because it is acknowledged by 
medical men to be impossible, when children 
have died of BOiall-poXi to tell afterwards 
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whether they have been vaccinated or not ; and 
unreliable, also, because it is a principle with 
medical men not to return children who have 
died from the effects of Vaccination as having so 
died. It has been stated by medical men that 
they do not like to cast a slur upon the system, 
and, therefore, they do not return deaths by 
Vaccination, even when they do occur. There 
was a case at Leeds the other day where the 
child died from Vaccination, and the surgeon 
inserted that as the cause of death in his certifi- 
cate. But the coroner, who was also a medical 
man, was one of those who do not like to oast a 
slur upon Vaccination, and opposed that course. 
He said Vaccination was not a death known to 
the law, and accordingly the child was returned 
as having died from another cause. In fftct, 
ihe poor child had committed a legal offence 
in venturing to die under such circumstances. 
Then again, since Vaccination has been made 
absolutely compulsory in this country, deaths 
from small-pox have positively increased (hear, 
hear). Actually since the year 1858, or whatever 
the year was when Vaccination was made com- 
pulsory, there had been an increase in the per 
oentage of deaths. Then there is Germany, the 
best vaccinated country in the world. There the 
deaths from snoiall-pox in the last epidemic were 
something frightfal. All these are ample evi- 
dences to show that there is ground for the pre- 
sumption and for the doubt whether it is wise 
for us to vaccinate our children. Far more than 
this, however, it is no longer held absolutely safe 
to vaccinate children, as was stated to us when 
the Committee sat in 1871. During the first part 
of tlie time that the Conmiittee sat, the doctors 
who were called before us declared it to be im- 
possible that syphilis and other diseases could 
be communicated by inoculation ; nevertheless it 
was proved to demonstration before we finished 
our sittings, that thirteen cases of syphiHs had 
arisen from one case of Vaccination (hear, hear). 
IiMbed that fact is now notorious "all over 
fittrope. Not so very long ago that famous 
physician, Dr. Bicord, dechured that if it could 
be shown in any one case that syphilis was the 
result of Vaccination, Vaccination must cease to 
be practised, because it would be perfectly 
impossible to make sure that the obild from 
yrhom the lymph was taken was safe. I 
do not think that it is going to far to say 
that where there is risk on the one hand, and 
this chance of syphilis and other horrible diseases 
on the other, that it is abominable tyranny for 
the State to step in, to stand between the parent 
and the chiMi^ancl to say that the child shall 



incur the risk of syphilis rather than incur the 
risk of catching small-pox. Then, at the very 
least, the State is in this dilemma. Either Vac- 
cination is a certain prophylactic, and then you 
don't need compulsion, because those only run 
a risk who neglect the operation, or it is not at 
all certain, and then you have no right to en- 
force it on parents. But the real fact is, you do 
not enforce it in a straightforward way. You do 
not dare to enforce it. The only thorough way 
to enforce this compulsion is for the State to 
take the child out of the mother's arms and vac- 
cinate it. You do not dare to do that, and you 
farther only oppress the very poor, who have no 
power to resist your tyranny. People in the 
middle classes who object to compulsory Vac- 
cination are not summoned, and there are actu- 
ally members in this House who avoid the law, 
who do not have their children vaccinated, and 
yet are not pimished (loud cries of *• No, no.*') 
Therefore the law ceases to become something 
enacted for the protection of society at large, and 
degenerates instead into merely a piece of class 
legislation. Finally, if Vaccination were the 
finest and safest thing in the world, your attempt 
to spread it by compulsion is an outrageously 
mistaken policy, because you are setting against 
you numbers of people whose views may be only 
based on prejudice, but whose prejudices are in- 
tensified at the distinctions which you most un- 
justly make. I beg to second the amendment 
of my hon. and learned Mend. 

After some discussion, the amendment was 
negatived, and Mr. Taylor's speech was duly 
suppressed in the morning papers. 

For the present, Vaccination is entrenched in 
the ignorance and terror of our legislators, and 
every demand of the medicine men they abjectly 
concede. They know nothing of themselves, 
they say, but the medicine men cannot be wrong I 
Indeed, many M. P.'s, in excusing and defend- 
ing Vaccination, reproduce precisely the argu- 
ments which seem so ridiculous in the mouths 
of savages when justifying their superstitions. 



Pbo-Vacoinatobs' DiscREPJLKCiBS Bequire 
Explanation. — The occurrence of small-pox 
after vaccination required to be accoimted for. 
There were strong temptations to say that those 
who died were either unvaccinated or imperfectly 
vaccinated. To say that a person who died of 
small-pox after vaccination was ** imperfectly 
vaccinated," was to give up the argument, or to 
suppose that the listener was ignorant of the sub- 
ject. These discrepancies in the evidence requird 
to be explained.— fiif That. Ohambert^ M.P. 
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VACCINATION AND SMALL-POX IN 

IRELAND. 

THBIB INTIMATE RELATION DSMONSTaATSD. 

Ireland has been recently Yisited by another 
epidemic of small-pox, and as that country has 
been referred to so frequently by the so-called 
*' authorities " as an example of vaccination 
stamping out small-pox, I think it may be use- 
ful to recall to notice some of the evidence which 
was given before the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons on the Vaccination Acts in 
1871. 

It was in the spring of that year that the great 
epidemic rose in England. It was not unnatural, 
therefore, that I should be questioned on the 
subject. 

In my examination before the Committee 
of the House of Commons, 1871, the follow- 
ing question was put to me (on the 10th of 
March) — 

QueHion 1141 — ^Then, if I understand you 
rightly, the statement that I have often seen of 
late, that Ireland is free from. smaU-pox because 
it is more completely vaccinated than England, 
is not a true statement ? 

Annoer — ^It is not founded on f&ct. [In 
answers to previous questions I had furnished 
the official statistics.] 

Q. 1148 — Can you teU me, then, howit is that 
Vaccination should be thought to prevent small- 
pox in Ireland, and yet, that in spite of Vaccina- 
tion we have an epidemic in this country at this 
time? 

A. — Simply from the absence of the epidemic. 
In all probability, following the epidemic wave 
which is now passing over Europe, Ireland next 
year, or even this, will present a very heavy 
mortaUty from, small-pox. 

On the 28th of April, 1871, Sir Dominic Cor- 
rigan, M.D., was examined by the Committee 
with the following result — 

Q. 4002 — ^Do you take it that the great free- 
dom from small-pox and from deaths from that 
disease in Ireland is at all owing to the way in 
which Vaccination has been carried out in that 
country? 

A. — ^I think the true state is, that Vaccination 
has been carried out very well, and that the 
people are most favourably disposed towards it. 
• . . The feehng of the whole country is in 
favour of it. 

Dr. Ooixigan was one of the members of the 
Committee selected by Mr. W. E. Forster; Dr. 
Biewer and Dr. I^n Playfiur were also mem- 
bm of Ifaiit OotimMeB:' 



• • ./ 



• ,v ». . 



As usual, the absence of small-pox was attri- 
buted to Vaccination having been so superior in 
Ireland, and the people so obedient that, in the 
opinion of Sir Dominic Corrigan, M.D., no com- 
pulsory action was needed by his countxymen. 
(See Questions 4002 to 4008 in evidence). 

It does seem monstrous that, notwithstanding 
the abundance of evidence of the failure of Vac- 
cination, its advocates should still persist in 
demanding a more stringent Act of Parliament 
to enforce it. A bill now in the House of Com- 
mons, no doubt will pass that House without a 
division.* 

There has recently appeared a pamphlet en- 
titled. On the Prevalence of SmaU'pox in 
Dublin, by Thomas W. Grimshaw, M.A., M.D." 
The substance of the pamphlet appeared in the 
Dublin JowmaX of Medical Science, June, 1878. 
Dr. Grimshaw's reason for bringing his papers 
under the notice of the Medical Society of the 
College of Physicians *' was to show in a most 
conclusive manner the great benefits which Vac- 
cination has conferred on the community.'* 

In Table I. given by Dr. Grimshaw, the aver- 
age annual number of deaths from small-pox in 
Ireland in the decade 1851-61 was 1,278, and in 
the decade 1861-71 was 411. The Compulsory 
Vaccination Act and the Act for the Registration 
of Births and Deaths both canie into force on 
the first of January, 1864. Prior to 1864 there 
were no reliable statistics. ** During the last 
decade, 1861-71, the most important change took 
place in the Vaccination Laws. The result of 
the enforcement of ihii Act is remarkable ; for, 
during the decade the mortaHty fell from 1,278 
to 411." 

Dr. Grimshaw says — ''These statistics show 
that the deaths from small-pox have decreased 
in the decade 1861-71, and are accounted for in 
a most satisfactory manner by the progress of 
Vaccination.^* He attempts to make the pubUc 
beheve not only that vaccination diminishes the 
mortality, but that it prevents the recurrence of 
epidemics. 

It is lamentable that the advocates of Vaccina- 
tion should be guilty, as they are, of suppressing 
facts in order to sustain their theory by patented 
Btatements. 

Dr. Grimshaw read his paper and published 
it only last year, and he must have been in pos- 
session of the official statistics in the Annnft ] 



* While writing thiB, I hATe just received » report of a 
■peech by Mr. P. A. Taylor, M.P., delivered in the House of 
Gommone on the aeoond reading of the Irish Vaccination Bill— 
a ipeech which has never beea eatoeiUed in that House on this 
■nbjeot. ... • . -.. ,:,!.., : J 
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Beport of the Local Oovomment Board for 
Ireland pabliehed m 1674, whiolt iuclodea the 
mortali^ from 18&4 to 1878. Indeed, at page 
6 of his pamphlet he gives the nomber of 
deaths from smaU-pox in Ireland in each jear, 
from 1664 to 1877. comprising a period of four- 
teen years, thna : — 



T«T. 


Oatlii irom 

BnuU-poT. 


Tm.. 


"sa.^ 


1864 


8S4 


1871 


666 


1866 


461 


1872 


8248 


1866 


1S4 


1878 


604 


1867 


21 


1674 


669 


1866 


28 


1676 


689 


1669 


20 


1876 


21 


1870 


82 


1877 


61 



Here we have statistics frimished imder the 
Begistration Aot, 1868, and it is notable how 
disappointiiiK most be the trath when it comes 
out. 

Dr. Oiimshav makes his deoade end, ae given 
above, in 1871. Vfh; he excluded the following 
six years oan only be interpreted by inferring 
that the including of those years of increased 
uortality would have shown the fallaoy of his 
assertions. 

Let na take these fborteen years and divide 
them iato two equal periods — 

In the first seven years \ Small-pox Deaths, 

1864 to 1670, f 1,605 

In the second seven yearsl 
1871 to 1877, f 



6.60 



Dr. Qrimshaw tells the Medical Society that 
" in 1864 a serious epidemio of small-pox (caus- 
ing 864 deaths) prevailed, which had commenced 
in the previous year. The enforcement of the 
new Aot, and the panio caused by the epidemio 
had stimulated Vaecinaticn to snoh an extent 
that 191,810 persons were vaccinated by the 
Dispensary medical offioen during the year 
ending September, 1864, the mumher of vocci- 
nationt exceeding e<mtid»rably the ■number of 
birth* regiatered. The result of this activity in 
Vaccination was a diminished prevalence of 
eoiall.pox — the deaths from this disease falling 
to 461 in 1866, and frirtiiet falling the next year 
when the epidemic ceased." 

Here we have a reiteration of the old ofl-told 
story — See what Vaccination has done t When 
the epidemic, in this instance as in every other, 
had subsided by a natnral law, i.e., when it had 
prevailed for about two years it died out,* and 



immediately the vaccinators exultingly ex- 
claimed, "See what we have donel we have 
stamped ont the epidemic I " 

Now for a moment let us look at the relation 
existing between the number of vaccinations and 
the nnmbeis who died of small-pox. 



Six Dominic Corrigan was probably stating 
the truth when, in 1871, he told the Committee 
of the House of Commons on the Vaccination 
Acts that " the people of Ireland are most 
favourably disposed to Vaccination," for we find 
in the foregoing table that in that same year, 
1871, the number of biitbis in Ireland was 
161,666, while in the same year 180,000 were 
vaccinated. Afore astounding still, in the year 
1873, 149,292 were bom and 282,484 were 
vaooinated. 

Thus we have here a Airther confirmation of 
what I have repeatedly observed recorded and 
published — that the same result as that which 
followed inoculation in the last oentury is now 
occurring as the consequence of Vaccination, 
viz., the more Vaccination the more small-pox. 
A careful inspection of the foregoing table should 
convince the most sceptical of Qiat fact. 

The Loo^ Oovemment Board for Ireland, in 
their report to the Lord Lieutenant, dated 
Uarch 81, 1874, thus remark on the considerable 
increase of Vaccination : — 

" The exceptionally large number of Vaccina- 
tions, the result of alarm in 1872,(282,464), 
assisted to a very considerable amount of Vac- 
cinations and re- Vaccinations of adults. Snch 
Vaccinations in 1872 exceeded those of the same 
class in 1671 by 98,966 cases, and exceeded those 
of 1878 by 120,266. The inereeue belmeen the 
two former and decrease between the two latter 
years eoineidmg with the rite and itAtidenee of 
the tmaU-pOX." 

So much for Ireland. I will conclude this 
paper by referring briefly to the city of Dublin, 
where we have the usual phenomenon pre- 
sented to us—that amall-pox was "stamped 
out"by Vaodnation — a "proof" of which was, 
it was boasted, evident by the fact that in the 
year 1867 thwe wen oolf 3.«LutbB from mall- 
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pox. In 1868, one death only. In 1869 one 
death. In 1870 not a single death from small- 
pox was registered. " Stamped out" — ^the cry 
was nttered not only by Sir Dominic Corrigan 
but by Dr. T«yon Flayfair, by Dr. Brewer, by 
Mr. W. E. Forster — ^by indeed every member of 
that Committee, to all of whom I said when 
the *' fiact *' was thrown in my fiacg, '* Wait til^ 
the epidemic visits Ireland and then you will 
see that the small-pox will pay no respect to the 
vaccinated." Before that year expired 207 died 
of small-pox in Dublin alone. In the following 
year (1872) no less than one thousand thbee 

HUNDRED AND RFTT DIED. TwO thoUSaud £lve 

hundred cases were admitted into the hospital 
alone. 

For Dublin, let us now take the mortality as 
registered from 1864 to 1877. 



Tear. 


Died of 
Soull-pox. 


Tear. 


Died of 
SouJl-pox. 


1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


42 
71 
25 
2 
1 
1 



1871 
1872 
1878 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 


207 

1850 

16 

2 

2 

9 

88 



Under tiie Compulsory Act of 1868, leading 
to i^noreased vaccination, we have in the first 
leptenniad, 1864-70, 142 defkths ; second septen- 
mad, 1871-77, 1624 deaths ; these are the latest 
returns. Dublin is now blessed with a second 
epidemic since 1871, when smaU-pox was 
" extinct." I cannot olose this article on Ire- 
land without adding a quotation from the report 
of Dr. Seaton on the late epidemic of small-pox 
in the United Kingdom, contained in the report 
of the medical officer of the Pifivy Oouncil to the 
Local Government Board, 1874. Dr. Seaton 



««In the year 1872 the disease was diffused 
more or less over the whole of Ireland, with the 
exception of the province of Gonnaught. The 
chief mortality was in the cities of Dublin and 
Gork. The deaths in Dublin in 1872 were 1,850, 
and throughout the whole of the epidemic 1,557, 
or the rate of five thaueand per mil lion of the 
population. The . deaths in Gork were 1,878, or 
at the rate of nine thouscmd six hundred per 
million living, which is a higher rate than that 
of any large town in England." 

I nnoerely hope that Dr. Grimshaw wiU give 
move serious attention to this matter without 
bias or prejudice and become convinced of the 
prevaiMiig mor in aflsumiug that small-pos is 
fiffiliMMi \9 .Hi^jiftiniition, It is laidieaataUay 



with all the foregoing facts before them, that 
members of Parliament should favour by the^ 
assent a still more stringent law for enforcing 
Vaccination on the people of Ireland. Still nuxre 
is it to be deplored that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment by lending an ear to the interested 
promoters of such Acts should favour the exten- 
sion of a despotism whidi will sooner or later 
endanger the peace of the nation, the credit of 
the profession, and jeopardise, it may be, the 
lives of public vaccinators and inspectors of 

Vaccination. 

Ghables T. Psajsos. 



Cub Gommon Grazes. — It is a melancholy 
reflection for human nature, how easily and 
completely even the most intelligent classes of 
even the most intelligent people may sometimes 
be imposed upon. There seems some inherent 
proneneos in mankind to great national delusions. 
The same men whom we find as individuals 
watchful and wary, will, as a body, often swallow 
open-mouthed the most glaring absurdities and 
contradictions; and the press, which ought to 
be the detector of such delusions, will sometimes 
stoop to be their instrument. — ^Eabl Stanhofb*s 
History of EngU^ad, 

SwABMEBT. — All the world assenting, and con- 
tinually repeating and reverberating, there soon 
comes that singular phenomenon, called Swar- 
mery, or the gathering of men in swarms ; and 
what prodigies they are in the habit of doing and 
believing, when thrown into that miraculous 
condition! Singular, in the case of human 
swarms, with what perfection of unanimity and 
quasi-religious conviction the stupidest absurdi- 
ties can be received as axioms of Euclid, nay, as 
articles of faith, which you are not only to be- 
lieve, unless malignantly insane, but are (if you 
have any honour or morality) to push into prac- 
tice, and, without delay see done^ if your souls 
would live ! — ^Thomas Gablyle. 

A Satanio SuoaESTiON. — In the IledicdL Press 
and Ci/rcula/r of 28rd April, we read — **It 
is, however, evident that the opposition to 
Vaccination is gaining ground among a certain 
class of people. Perhaps it would be as well if, 
after all, they were allowed to have their own 
way, with the proviso, that in the event of their 
unvacdnated children dying from small-pox they 
should be considered gv/Uty of manslaughter,** 
Would it not be much n:iore consistent if j in the 
event of a child dying from Vaccination^ the in« 
flicters of the injury should be eonsidered guilty 
of manslaughter? .. . r. 



THE TACOnTA'nQy INQTrntER 



VACCINATION H? CANADA. 
Ik few parta of the world lua reaBtanee to 
VKOcination been more eonBistent and inflexible 
than in Lower Canada. Conservatism has its 
disadTantages, but it has also its advantages, 
sot the least of wfaiofa is avoidance of the 
qna^eries of the day. One of the stead&et 
opponents of Vaooination is Dr. Emery Coderte 
of Montreal, who is ever ready for duty when 
attempt after attempt is mode to seduce bis 
aountiymen into the evil practice of other 
nations. He has recently been challenged to a 
test — the well-known fallaoious test of inocula- 
tion with small-pox after Vaccination — and in 
hie support, and in evidence of hearty English 
empathy, Mr. Alexander Wheeler has ad- 
dressed Qie following letter to the editor of the 
Montreal Btar — 



< um IMOCIILAIIOH. 

Sn, — In yonr impression of December 81, 
1876, Dr. Bessey is reported to repeat a chal- 
lenge to Dr. Coderre as follows — 

"Will yon, <a will yon not, snlnnit the 
question of the prophylaotia power afforded by 
Vaccination to a praotioal test, in the presence 
of a committee of medieal men, ohoeen promis- 
ononsly from both nationalities and all the 
schools, and who most be t^en to be competent 
and impartial judges of the resolta of enoh 
experiments ? " 

The "test" may or may not have been de- 
cided upon, and even earned out — that is not 
my interest in ibis propositioa. My object is to 
put the historiaal evidence before your readers, 
because it is both more complete uid more 
comprehansivQ than anything which would be 
((derated now. Dnhappily, this ooontry and 
Amerioa a hundred years ago had a greater 
experience of inoculated smaU-pox than is again 
possible. And the evidence, extensive though 
it be, conclusively sets at rest the question as to 
the possibih^ of *' testing" Vaccination by its 
means. 

Baron Von Swieten* and Eirkpatriekt can 
not be accused of saying anything in favour o 
Vaccination or against it, since (hey both wrote 
when Jenner was a youfh. And yet both tell 
OS that there were many whom it was not pos- 
sible to inoculate with the small-pox. Dr. 
Eirkpatrick gives 89 cases of inoculated small- 
pox producing "no effect." I>r. WagstafEe tells 
us, and he was oonfinned by the equally high 
authority of Dr. Friend, that in addition to those 



who suffered " no effects," there weTe many who 
had an abnormal small-poi in no way like the 
natunJotoasnally caughtdisease. Dr.Wagstaffe 
also quotes Dr. Nettleton as supporting " the beat 
observation on those who have been inoculated 
in London, scarcely a fourth part of them have 
had a true and genuine smaU-pox." lEonc 
Uassey, appealing to the high authority of Sir 
Hans Sloane, 1722, says of some who were 
inoculated as an experiment, "Every physician 
that saw them knows that not one of them 
had the true genniue small-pox." In many 
instances scarcely any pustules followed even 
where a smaU-pox resulted. On page 246 of 
Baron's Life of Jenner it is stated that " after a 
series of inoculations with true variolous matter 
it has often been observed that the severity of 
the symptoms, and the number of the pustules 
graduaUy tlimiTiia>i till only one is seen, at the 
point of insertion, and that this pustule may 
excite no constitutional indisposition." Con* 
damine, quoted by Bousquet (TrtUte de la 
Vaccine), aays that half mankind are insuscep- 
tible to smaU-pox. 

Now this evidence surely is conclusive on one 
point, viz., that unless the experiment, meant as 
a "test" of the " prophylactic power of Vaccina- 
tion," was on a very extendve scale indeed, far 
beyond what is at all possible now, it would 
be wholly inconclusive. For if " no effects " 
followed, it would not prove prevention by any- 
thing but eoDstitutional predisposition, such as 
enables those mentioned by these celebrated 
doctors to resist contagion when wholly unpro- 

But Edward Jenner carried his experiment 
much further than this, and (Baron, p. 284) 
" proved that by inoculating a person who had 
gone through the oowpox with variolous matter, 
that it was possible to excite a local vesication 
from which vims was obtainable, capable of 
producing a mild but effieaoious smtdl.poz." 
Thus, the ground has been Uioronghly gone 
over by experiment already. Not only ia it true 
that all inoculated do not take small-pox, thouf^ 
wholly unprotected, but even when vaccinated 
by Jenner himself the vaccinated will, if inocu- 
lated, yield » matter capable of propagating 
small-pox. 

But we must not stop even here, for Dr. 
IngenhouBS, a very eminent physician, inocu- 
lated a farmer who had had the cow-pox, 
and produced small-pox, which was caught by 
another who lUsd of it. 

But, amid all these Various difflonlties, let us 
learned gnitlaiaHt oondtMteg tta 
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" tsft " espariment to luve gone. What then t 
We are no neam a settlement than before. 
For, what is our experience ? After eighty years 
ofYaeoination, wedonot need any teat bat that 
(^experianoe. And experience ahowa that hnn- 
dreda of thonaande of voooinated pereons have 
been e^^oaed to nnall-poz bj contagion, and 
hare both taken it and died of it. The Ltmeet, 
dnring the 1871-1872 epidemic, declared that 
190,000 raixdnated penons had probably fallen 
fiotima to the diseaee. 

I>nring thia same epidecuo, 1870-1-3, 14,806 
ponona were admitted to the Uetiopolitan Aay- 
hmu, fofEering from small-pox, and the atten- 
dant doctors recorded no fewer than 11,174 as 
nooinated. Ur. Simon, oor Privy Coimail 
medical officer, sent dnnilan ont in 1867 to the 
•tveral Enropeaa aovemmentB asking their 
axpeiienee, and in the Bine Book we have the 
lepliea. These repliea show 4^at 1S2 vaccinated 
mall-pox deaths ooonsed in Holstein ; fi,317 
gsses of vaccinated amall-Fox in Aostria ; 8,178 
ewes of vaecinated small-pox in Piagne ; 19,864 
dsatha from naall-pox in Sweden, with the 
dedaration that Vaccination does not confer 
Moari^ againat death from nnall-pox. It also 
neorda 1,888 caaes of vaccinated amall-pox in 
ttia Pnurian army. 

Hen is poaitive evidence: any amonnt of 
■milar evidence is attainable. It condndvely 
MtUea the question whether Yaooination is a 
intaetlon against small-pox. It shows that it 
li no proteetiasi, no prophylaotia, no modifier 
flf the disease. 

Mo one can dsny the tmth of this evidence. 
Xo one can qnestion the authorities. Then 
why Mrt as'if it did not szistf Why seek 
"tiMli" whioh most be Inoonolnsive when 
general and extended experience is against the 
lite. 

By axpnlenes, by obeerratlan, by the admis- 
riona of ita own dafanders, by nndeniable his- 
torieal and preaent-day experience and evidence 
Qte rite is pianoaneed a failure. Then why not 
est oil fliii experience and oeaae the practice? 
Everywhere tt fails; and yet people are so 
n^nne aa to endure its en&roement. Were we 
wbe, we should be ashamed to enforoe a faith 
BO disproved. It is as wrong to pnnish men 
for disbelieving in Vaceinatiott, supported as 
&ey are by this experience, aa it would be to 
punish men of eeience for afiBrming that the 
earth goes nond ttte mn^— Tours truly, 

aT.»Tjw HM» "WfHIFIilB. 

DouMfoii, ^A Mm-ek, 1819. 



BMALL-FOX IN FABLIAMENT. 
Ha. F. A. Tavlob proposea to move the follow- 
ing amendment in the House of Commons on 
Dr. Cameron's motion in favonr of the snbstita- 
tion of poi from calves for pox from babes in 
the public practice of inoonlation — 

" That in the present uncertain oondilion of 
medical opinion in regard to the safety of using 
hnmanised lymph, as also of the safstf , effeotrve- 
ness, and poseibilily of the nse of animal vaccine, 
it is, in the opimon of this House, inexpedient and 
nnJQst to enforce Vaccination, under penalties, 
npon those who regard it oe useless or injurious." 

As an auditor of the debate in the House of 
Commons on Ur. Pease's motion a ye^ ago, it 
is not difBoult to prediot the &te of this amend- 
ment ; but all the more have we reason to thank 
Ur. Taylor for the courage wherewith he comes 
forward to support a policy so diatinoUy un- 
popular. It is tame he does not ccmdemn Vac- 
oioation, but merely advises that a practioe so 
questionable should not be penally enforced; 
but his adversaries will exhibit less than their 
usual ingenuity if they do not brand him aa 
anti-vaocinator, a chivaoter scarcely less odious 
than that of Fenian or incendiary. Those whose 
acquaintance happens to lie among anti-vac- 
oiuators gradually lose the ftdl Benae of horror 
or contempt with whioh average Englishmen 
regard those who (ail to recognise in Vaodnv 
tion "the noblest victory whioh soienee has 
achieved;"* and anti- vaccinators are frequently 
uiqust to those who have to fl^t their battle 
under the pressure of overwhelming prqudioe, 
and who have to conceal half they think in 
order to be heard at all. It is, I allow, difQouIt 
for anyone who hoe examined Vaccination, and 
has discovered ita utter imposture, to have 
patience with the insolence of ignorant pre- 
judice; but, difficult though it be, patience is 
none t^e less duty and true policy. The more 
we are in the right, the bettor can we afford to 
be gentle and forbearing, though none the lees 
persistent. An anti-vaocinator may temper hie 
vehemence with the reflection that he, too, 
doubtless, entertains many a prejudice, haselese 
as that in favour of Vaednation, as yet undetected 
and uuBUBpeoted, We are all too much alike to 
have any right of intolerance by reason of the 
possession of special tmth on any special subject. 
As for the Vacciualaon prqudioe, it is simply 
prejudice, and like all opinione baaed on pre- 
judice, it will come down with " a run " like a 
house of cards when it does come down. There 
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are many stmotiires in which sound and un- 
sonnd xnaterialB are intermixed, and the sound 
sustains the unsound ; but in Vaccination, what 
is there that is sound ? The practice was deliv- 
ered to the world as dogma, was received as 
dogma, and is maintained as dogma with such 
proo& as are involved in the veracity of the 
dogma itself; as for example in the perennial 
argument, that Vaccination prevents small-pox ; 
and that if smaJl-pox follows Vaccination, it is 
because the Vaccination has beeii imperfect; for 
no properly vaccinated person can take small-pox* 

The claim of vaccinators to enter their practice 
under the protection of science is preposterous* 
Whenever the methods of science are applied to 
Vaccination, it will vanish like smoke. Perhaps 
there is no conviction begotten of science more 
satisfjEMstory to the human mind, and more fruit- 
ful in results, than the uniformity of nature — 
that in nature the irregular and exceptional are 
only apparent, and are certain to be reduced to 
sequence and oonfoxmify under deeper investiga- 
tion. Now there are a set of diseases designated 
zymotic, which diseases it had been discovered 
may be suppressed (as they wre suppressed in 
weU-4Sonducted prisons) by attention to sanitary 
conditions ; and among these symotio disorders 
is small-pox. Yet this zymotic disorder is picked 
out, specialised, and separated from its fellows 
and deliberately exempted from the common 
law of zymotic disease 1 Anyone familiar with 
the methods of science, but unfamiliar with 
medical practice, mi^t suppose that in this 
statement I am advancing what is incredible ; 
but such is the fieuit, and iMfre is the fact. Dr. 
Beaton, Medical Officer to the Local (Govern- 
ment Board, in his Beport for 1874 thus 
delivers himself-— 

*^Ii I have not adverted to any influence 
which general Sanitary conditions may have 
exercised on the small-pox mortality at home 
and abroad, it has been because the amount of 
any such influence is known to be wholly insig- 
niflcant as compared With the presence 6r absence 
of effective Vaccination in controlling small-pox 
mortality, especially in young children.'* 

The radical heresy of such an utterance will 
be apparent to any mind en rapport with 
modem science, whilst it gives the measure of 
the Vaccination craze — a craze which owes its 
prevalence to the persuasion that medical mat- 
ters are for medieal men, and that private 
judgment on medical orthodoxy is irregular and 
dangerous* The absurdity of the position is 
gropbioaUy reduced ^ ^ven childish oompre- 
hensioti by* Dr. QdSrth WiIMnsoh'^ C^tetdxiBm— 



Q. When whooping-cough is not rife, what is 
that due to ? 

A. Nature. 

Q, When scarlatina is not tifb, what is that 
due to ? 

A. Nature* 

Q. When cholera is not rife, what is that due to ? 

A. Nature. 

Q. When small-pox is not rife, what is that 
due to? 

A. Vaccination. 

Q. When other diseases in the course of time 
have become mild or died out, what is tha^t due to ? 

A. Nature. 

Q, And when small-pox has become mild or 
died out, whiat is that due to ? 

A. Vaccination. 

We trust anti-vaccin&tors in every consti- 
tuency will urge their representatives to support 
Mr. P. A. Taylor's amendment, and likewise 
petition in its favour. There is no better oppor- 
tunity for bringing on discussion and letting out 
the truth. Vaccination has obtamed its present 
place and power through public inactivity and 
indiflerence ; but the feet of the monster are 
rotten, and there is no telling how soon, with a 
few well-directed shoves, it may topple over. 

St. Munoo. 



What Mb. Tebb's Gasb Enfoboes. — The fines 
and incidental expenses of these prosecutions, 
with the Queen's Bench Appeal Case, amount 
to no inconsiderable sum; and had Mr. Tebb 
been a poor man unable to meet these penalties, 
the greater part of his time during the past three 
years naight, according, to the ruling of the Lord 
Chief Justice (Tebb v, Jones), have been spent 
in prison. He may be right or wrong ; I do not 
here argue the medical aspects of the subject, 
which in this Journal might be considered out 
of place ; the medical virtue of Vaccination is 
an open question, on which public opinion is 
divided, and high authorities may be quoted on 
either side ; but when loyalty to conscience, and 
obedience to a high sense of parental duty are 
punished a^ a crime, when a particular medical 
heresy is treated as a felony, and those who 
cannot subscribe to and carry out in practice the 
creed of medical orthodoxy are classed with and 
subjected to the penalties of pickpockets and 
swindlers, an amendment of the law which 
creates this qflence is surely urgent and impera- 
tive. — Mr. Thomas Shobteb in Nonconformist, 

All CommunicatkiM.for Iho Bditor to be ■ridrnnori |q Mr 
WiLUAM Wnm, 4 keinpW Boad, HampfieMl, ii.W/ 
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TEE STORY OP A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER in. 
maitland's sxpebimekts. 

LiDT Mary Woriley Montaga returned to Eng- 
land in 1718, but not until 1721 did she fuim 
her intention of making war on the doctors, 
and incorring their resentment for the good of 
mankind. In the spring of 1721 she com- 
menoed action in earnest by the inoculation of 
her daughter — ^the infant that it was considered 
unsafe to ''engraft" when at Pera in 1718. In 
Maitland's words — 

**The noble Lady sent for me last April, and 
when I came, she told me she was now resolved 
to have her daughter inoculated, and desired 
me forthwith to find out matter for the purpose. 
I pleaded for a delay of a week or two, the 
weather being then cold and wet. I also 
pnyed, that any two physicians whom they 
thonght fit, might be called, not only to con- 
lolt the health and safety of the chUd, but 
likewifle to be eye witnesses of the practice, 
•od eontribute to the credit and reputation of 
it This was at first denied me, it may be out 
of a design to keep it secret, or lest it should 
eome to nothing. 

" In the meantime having found proper matter, 
I engrafted it in both arms, after the usual man- 
i^> She continued easy and well till the tenth 
nig^t, when she was observed to be a little hot 
and feverish. An ancient apothecary in the 
i^ei^honrhood being then called, prudently ad- 
wd not to give the child medicine, assuring 
than tiieze was no danger, and that the heat 
would qui^y abate, which accordingly it did, 
ttd the muJl-poz began next morning to ap- 
piiKi Ubim iMmed physicians of the college 



were admitted, one after another, to visit the 
young lady ; they are all gentlemen of honour, 
and will on all occasions declare, as they have 
done hitherto, that they saw Miss Wortley 
playing about the room, cheerful and well, 
with the small-pox raised upon her ; and that 
in a few days after she perfectly recovered of 
them. Several ladies, and other persons of 
distinction, also visited this young patient, and 
can attest the truth of this fact. 

''One of the learned physicians who had 
visited Miss Wortley, having some years since 
fully informed himself of this method of practice, 
and being thoroughly satisfied of the safety and 
reasonableness of it, at length resolved to try it 
in his own family ; he had formerly lost some 
children in a very malignant kind of the small- 
pox, and therefore advised me to lose no time 
to engraft the only son he had left. The boy 
(who was not quite six years of age) being of a 
pretty warm and sanguine complexion, the 
Doctor ordered about five ounces of blood to be 
taken from him; and then, in ten days after, 
having found matter which he liked, I inoculated 
him in both arms. This was performed the 
11th of May, 1721." 

The learned physician here referred to was 
Dr. Keith, and the facility wherewith he adopted 
the novel practice supplies an instructive com- 
mentary on Lady Mary's anticipation of the 
resentment of "the profession*' — her first imi- 
tator coming from the ranks of the dreaded, 
self - seeking obstructives. Furthermore, we 
have to observe how different is Maitland's 
account from the heroic myth current of " the 
one woman confronting the prejudice and ill- 
will of the world." Even Lady Louisa Stuart, 
who made it her business to con'cct many 
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misoonoeptions as to her grandmother's career, 
writes — 

**0]ily the higher motive of hoping to save 
numberless lives oould have given Lady Mary 
courage to resolve upon bringing home the dis- 
covery. For what an arduous, what a fearful, 
and, we may add, what a thankless enterprise 
it was, nobody is now in the least aware. Those 
who have heard her applauded for it ever since 
they were bom, and have also seen how joy- 
fully vaccination was welcomed in th^ir own 
days, may naturally conclude that when once 
the experiment had been made, and had been 
proved successfol, she could have nothing to do 
but to sit down triumphant, and receive the 
thanks and blessings of her countrymen. But 
it was far otherwise. . . . Lady Mary protested 
that in four or five years immediately succeed- 
ing her arrival at home, she seldom passed a 
day without repenting of her patriotic under- 
taking; and she vowed that she never would 
have attempted it, if she had foreseen the 
vexation, the persecution, and even the obloquy 
it brought upon her. The clamours raised 
against the practice, and of course against her, 
were beyond belief. The faculty rose in a/rma 
to a rrum, foretelling failure and the most dis- 
astrous consequences ; the clergy descanted from 
their pulpits on the impiety of thus seeking to 
take events out of the hand of Providence ; the 
common people were taught to look at her as 
an unnatural mother, who had risked the lives 
of her own children. . . . We now read in grave 
medical biography that the discovery was in- 
stantly hailed, and the method adopted, by the 
principal members of the profession. . . . But 
what said Lady Mary of the actual fact and 
actual time? Why, that thefowr great physi- 
dcma deputed hy Oovemment to watch the 
progress of her daughter's inoculation^ betrayed 
not only such incredulity as to its success, but 
such an unwillingness to have it succeed, such 
an evident spirit of rancour and malignity, that 
she never cared to leave the child alone with 
them one second, lest it should in some secret 
way suffer from their interference." * 

Thus is History written I An apothecary and 
three doctors, selected by the Wortleys at dis- 
cretion, and admitted singly to view a private 
experiment, are converted into "four great 
physicians deputed by Government," rancorous 
and dangerous! Thus are myths generated! 
Lady Mary was a woman of mark in society. 



fashionable and literary, and her exploit was 
naturally the talk of the town. Among her 
friends was Caroline, Princess of Wales, a lady 
of more than ordinary strength of mind and 
inteUigence, with a taste for theology and phHo- 
sophy , the patron of Butler, and his sympathetic 
student. It has been said, "There never was 
a clever woman that was not a quack;" and 
Princess Caroline was an illustration of its 
truth. The new remedy for small-pox caught 
her fancy, and she determined to put it to the 
test. She begged of George I. that six felons 
should be pardoned on condition of their sub- 
mission to inoculation, and the King was 
pleased to comply with the extraordinary re- 
quest. Maitland was then called upon to 
exhibit his skill, but he hesitated to act as hang- 
man's substitute; whereon Sir Hans Sloane, 
the court physician, was appealed to. Sir Hans 
held counsel with Dr. Terry, of Enfield, who 
had practised physic in Constantinople, and 
knew something of inoculation; and fortified 
with Terry*s assurance, he was enabled to 
overcome Maitland's scruples, real or affected. 
Accordingly, on the 9th of August, 1721, writes 
Maitland — 

"I performed the operation of inoculating 
the small-pox on six condemned crinwials at 
Newgate in presence of several eminent physi- 
cians, surgeons, and others. The names of the 
criminals were — 

"1. Maby North, Aged 86 years. 

" 2. Anne ToMPioN, „ 26 



"8. Elizabeth Harrison, 

"4. John Cawthery, 

"6. John Alcock, 

"6. Richard Evans, 



19 
25 
20 
19 



>» 
ft 
}> 



•Letten mtd Works pf Lady Mary WortUy Montagu. 
Toll pp. 88^ Bd.l8a. 



On Wednesday morning, the 9th August, he 
made incisions in both arms and the right legs 
of all the six. Thursday passed and Friday 
passed without any indications of constitutional 
disturbance, and, despairing of success, he ob- 
tained fresh, pox on Saturday firom Christ's 
Hospital, and repeated the inoculation in new 
incisions in the arms of five of them. He had 
no matter left for Evans, who, it appeared, had 
had small-pox in September, 1720, and who 
therefore escaped hanging imwarrantably. The 
disease now '*took," and progressed satisfisrC- 
torily. Says Maitland — 

"One day Mr. Cook, an eminent Turkey 
merchant, having seen the persons engrafted 
in Newgate, and having fully considered their 
incisions and eruptions, he openly declared they 
were the very lame as he bad observed ui 
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Torikey, having seen a great many instances; 
and that we might he assured they would never 
again he infected with smaU-pox." 

Dr. Mead snggested another experiment — 
that cotton dipped in pox, and pox crusts should 
be inserted in the nostrils ; and a young woman 
sentenced to death received her life on condition 
of Buhmitting to the operation ; the result was 
only a sore nose. 

Finally, says Maitland, **on the 6th of Sep- 
temher they were all dismissed to their several 
countries and habitations. The thing has been 
saocessfnl on all the five, far beyond my expec- 
tation, considering their age, habit of body, and 
circumstances; and it has perfectly answered 
Dr. Timoni's account of the practice, and also 
the experience of all who have seen it in 
Turkey.*' * 

So Maitland asserted, but others were of a 
different opinion. Dr. Wagstaffe, who visited 
the patients in Newgate regularly, maintained 
in a letter addressed to Dr. Freind — 

<< Upon the whole. Sir, in the cases mentioned, 
there was nothing like the small-pox, either in 
gymptoms, appearances, advance of the pustules, 
or the course of the distemper. And it would 
puzzle any one to conceive how it is possible 
that small-pox can ever be prevented by inocu- 
lation. With the exception of one of the men, 
the girl who had cotton dipped in matter thrust 
up her nostrils, had as fair a small-pox as any 
in the place." f 

Sir Hans Sloane and Dr. Steigertahl, physi- 
cian to the King, to test the matter farther, 
*'joined purses,'* and had one of the women 
inoculated in Newgate sent to Hertford, where 
small-pox of a severe form was prevalent, to lie 
in bed with small-pox patients. This she did 
with impunity; but it was reasonably objected 
that many who were not inoculated did so like- 
wise, and also escaped without harm. 

The Newgate experiment, of course, caused 
great excitement, and induced many repetitions 
in town and country. The Princess of Wales 
was especially alive to the importance of '*the 
great discovery;** and for her additional satis- 
faction, six charity children, belonging to the 
parish of St. James, were inoculated; and all 
but one '*took** and did well; the exception 
being due to the crafi of the child, who, for the 



* Mr. MaiUand^t Aeeount of Inoculating the SmaU-pox, 
tnd. ed. London, 1728. 

t A LetUr to Dr. FrHnd Aotoing the Danger and Uneer- 
takUg Iff MnoaOaHng tks SmeM-fom, 93rW. Wagitalfe,lf.D. 
London, 1711. 



sake of the reward, concealed the fact of having 
had small-pox. 

"Upon these trials, and several others in 
private families,** writes Sir Hans Sloane, "the 
Princess of Wales sent for me to ask my opinion 
of the inoculation of the Princesses. I told her 
royal highness, that by what appeared in the 
several essays, it seemed to be a method to 
secure people from the great dangers attending 
small-pox in the natural way. That prepara- 
tions by diet and necessary precautions being 
taken, made the practice very desirable; but 
that not being certain of the consequences, 
which might happen, I would not persuade nor 
advise the making trials upon patients of such 
importance to the public. The Princess then 
asked me if I would dissuade her from it: to 
which I made answer that I would not, in a 
matter so likely to be of such advantage. Her 
reply was, that she was then resolved to have 
it done, and ordered me to go to the King, 
who commanded me to wait upon him on the 
occasion. I told his Migesty my opinion, that 
it was impossible to be certain but that raising 
such a commotion in the blood there might 
happen dangerous accidents not foreseen: but 
he replied that such might and had happened 
to persons who had lost their lives by bleeding 
in a pleurisy, and taking physic in any dis- 
temper, let never so much care be taken. I 
told his Majesty that I thought this to be the 
same case, and the matter was concluded upon, 
and succeeded as usual, without any danger 
during the operation, or the least ill symptom 
or disorder since.** * 

The Princess Amelia, aged eleven, and Caro- 
line, aged nine, were inoculated on the 19th of 
April, 1722. 

Let us return to Maitland, whose triumph 
for the moment appeared complete, and with it 
his assurance. To his detractors he professed 
boldly— 

** I could bring a great many cases of persons 
inoculated in Turkey to prove the constant and 
certain success of the practice; in all which I 
have never seen any miscarriage, except in one, 
which was wholly due to the rashness and inad- 
vertence of a surgeon at Constantinople. 

** Is it not a matter of the greatest importance 
for us to know how to prevent the mighty con- 
tagion of the small-pox, and how to pxtMMrfe 
our children from the violent attacks and &tal 
effects of it?** 



* An Account of InocMXaiitm 6y Svr Ham Sloane, Bari , 
given to Mr, Ranby to be publithed, 1730. PhUoeopkUal 
Transactione, VoL xUx. p. BIS. 
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To divine Maitland's ohaxacter — to determine 
how far he was rogue and how far he was fool, 
is not easy. He obviously made professions in 
vast excess of his knowledge. One of his con- 
temporaries writes — 

*' I remember Mr. Maitland at Child's Coffee 
House, when the experiment was just begun at 
Newgate, was as confident and positive of the 
success and security proposed by inoculation as 
if he had had twenty years experience without 
any miscarriage, which made those who heard 
him justly suspect he was more concerned for 
the employ than for the success of it." * 

He had not the proper craft of the conscious 
rogi;e, for alongside his assertions of absolute 
competence and safety, he set forth such con- 
fessions of ignorance and disaster, that one is 
impelled to pronounce him a purblind en- 
thusiast. For example, take this case, which 
he published without apparently any sense of 
its scope — 

**^nd October, 1721, — ^After due preparation 
of the body, I engrafted Mary Batt, an infant 
of two years and a-half old, daughter of Thomas 
Batt, a Quaker, living at Temple, within three 
miles of Hertford. The red spots and flushings 
appeared on her face and neck the fourth day ; 
and she kept playing about weU till the seventh 
or eighth, when she became a little heavy and 
thirsty, with a fuUer and quicker pulse; then 
the pustules came out fresh and full, and the 
incisions discharged a thick and well digested 
matter. She had not above twenty in all upon 
her; they continued about three or four days, 
then dried away and feU off, and the child re- 
covered perfectly. 

<*Thu8 far all was weU; hut what ha/ppened 
afterwards was, I must own, not a little sv/rpris- 
ing to me, not having seen or observed anything 
like it before. The case was in short this. Six 
of Mr. Batt*s domestic servants, namely, four 
men and two maids, who all in their tiurns were 
wont to hug and caress this child whilst under 
the operation, and the pustules were out upon 
her, never suspected them to be catching, nor 
indeed did J, were all seized at once with the 
right natural small-pox, of several and very 
different kinds; for some had the round distinct 
sort, some the small continued, and others the 
confluent; all of *em had a great many, but 
especially the last, with the usual bad symp- 
toms, a/nd very narrowly escaped. But they 
all (God be thanked) did well (except one maid, 
that would not be governed under the dis- 



IfMc Hmmjt to Sir Hans BIomm, im 



temper, who died of it) and now enjoy a perfect 
state of health." * 

Thus at the outset small-pox and death were 
the products of inoculation — ^the peril to be 
averted was incurred and multiplied. Yet the 
man who thus records his own infamous igno- 
rance, had the impudence in the same pages to 
assert — 

" The practice prudently managed, is always 
safe and useful, and the issue ever certain and 
salutary,'* f 

Words are wasted on such manifest folly : we 
perceive how true is Carlyle's observation — 
** Stupidity Intellectual always means Stupidity 
Moral, as you will, with surprise or not, discover 
if you look." 

Before leaving Maitland, we may take another 
leaf from his experience. He writes — 

**12th October, 1721, — I inoculated Joseph 
and Benjamin, sons of William Heath, of Hert- 
ford; the flrst of about seven, and the second 
three years of age ; both with the same matter 
and at the same time : the last had a gentle and 
favourable kind; but the flrst, namely, Joseph, 
being a fat, foul, gluttonous boy, who would not 
be conflned to the rules and directions I had 
strictly charged his mother withal, as to diet 
and keeping warm, was taken very ill before the 
eruption, and after it had a great load of the 
continued small kind, but at last recovered and 
did well. 

"What a mighty difference is here to be ob- 
served between those two boys I The reason of 
it seems to be plainly this : the younger, who 
had the favourable kind, was of a clean habit, 
moderate appetite, and easily governed during 
the whole process. The elder was not only of a 
gross foul constitution, but likewise had a vora- 
cious appetite, always eating and flUing his belly 
with the coarsest food — ^as cheese, fat country 
pudding, cold boiled beef, and the like, which I 
saw myself as I came in by chance the third day 
after the operation ; nor was there any care taken 
to restrain or keep him within doors in cold, 
windy, frosty weather ; he once wet his feet in 
water — ^insomuch that had he taken the small- 
pox by infection, the world could not have saved 
his life. Hence it appears how necessary it is 
to cleanse thoroughly foul habits before the oper- 
ation, and, withal, to keep patients to a very 
strict regimen under iV{X 

Verily, as Cobbett said, quackery is never 
without a shuffle. As we shall see, inoculation 
came to require a preparatory course of very 
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strict regimeii — ^so strict as to be impracticable 
for the rank and file of the world; but the prac- 
tice was at first commended without any such 
conditions. What said Maitland's patron, Lady 
Mary, in her fiftmous letter firom Adrianople — 

"The small-pox, so fatal and so general 
amongst us, is here entirely harmless by the 
invention of ingrafting. . . . Every year thou- 
sands undergo its operation; and the French 
ambassador says pleasantly that they take the 
small-pox here by way of diversion, as they take 
waters in other countries. There is no example 
of anyone that has died in it." 

It was under cover of such seductive assur- 
ances that inoculation was introduced to Eng- 
land, and establisheditself in ignorance, stupidity, 
and quackery. 

MR. W. GIBSON WARD'S PETITION. 

The following petition has been forwarded to 
Mr. Taylor for presentation, and to be read at 
the |able of the House of Commons — 
** To the Honourable the Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland in Parliament assem- 
bled, the humble petition of the under- 
signed sheweth — 
" That whereas the Hon. Member for Leices- 
ter (P. A. Taylor, Esq.) has given notice of 
motion in your Honourable House (as an amend- 
ment on the notice of motion by Dr. Cameron 
on the subject of Animal Vaccination) to the 
following effect — 

'That in the present unsettled condition of 
medical opinion in regard to the safety of using 
oidinary humanised lymph, as also of the safety, 
effectiveness, and possibility of the use of animal 
vaccine, it is, in the opinion of this House, inex- 
pedient and unjust to enforce Vaccination, under 
penalties, upon those who regard it as useless 
and injurious' — 

"Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays 
your honourable House to affirm the above mo- 
tion of amendment when brought before you, 
and to pass a measure founded thereupon for 
the entire repeal of the Vaccination Acts. 

*• For your Petitioner respectfully but firmly 
maintains, that no English Parliament ever had, 
or can have, the power to make laws contrary to 
the laws of Nature or right reason, as Judge 
Blackstone and many Judges have affirmed, 
even so far back as Lord Chief -Justice Hobart, 
Sir Francis Bacon, and Sir John Davis. 

'* Secondly, That Dr. Jenner gained the na- 
tional reward by a false and fraudulent repre- 
lentatiozi of Hie efieeis of Vaccination. He, 



after receiving the first instalment of public 
moneys, betrayed his utter want of faith in Vac- 
cination by not protecting (?) or polluting his 
second son with it, but subjecting him to inocu- 
lation of variolous matter — ^now a criminal 
proceeding subjecting the operator to serious 
penalties by an enactment of your honourable 
House. 

" Thirdly, That there never was so severe an 
epidemic of smaU-pox in England as in Norwich 
in 1819, after house-to-hoxise Vaccination, and 
the poor had been bribed with public moneys to 
bring their children to be polluted with vaccine 
virus. That in 1871, in South Shields, after 70 
years of Vaccination, the deaths from small-pox 
were (within a fraction) one-fourth of the whole 
number of deaths. Such a circumstance was 
never known in England before small-pox was 
made malignant by the stupid meddling of 
doctors. 

*' Fourthly, The character of small-pox has 
been misunderstood and unjustly maligned by 
medical men. It is not so much a disease as a 
natural remedy for a diseased and ruinously cor- 
rupted state of body. Small-pox, even when a 
raging epidemic, never raised, but always re- 
duced the general mortality. Therefore, any 
attempt to remove small-pox except by raising 
the hygiene of the people is an insane and a 
criminal folly. 

** Fifthly, That the mass of the people of Eng- 
land are convinced of the uselessness of the so- 
called Vaccination. More, they are convinced 
of its extreme mischievousness. That now there 
is a double absurdity, as well as a double crime, 
in enforcing the polluting process. There never 
was a benefit by cow-poxing when cow-pox mat- 
ter could be had; but now, when there is not 
such an article as cow-pox virus in existence, 
there is no possibility that Vaccination can be 
done at all. No medical man can say that the 
filth he uses now is cow-pox matter in any de- 
gree. He cannot but say that it is variolous 
matter more or less, or that he has no means of 
knowing what it is. 

'* Sixthly, That this so-called Vaccination was 
at first nothing but a gross superstition and a 
wicked fraud. Now, it is a contrivance to gain 
fees and public moneys by the wholesale slaugh- 
ter of infants. This crime is now arousing a 
revolt in England — one growing in intensity "and 
breadth — driving numbers of fathers to submit 
to ruinous fines or to imprisonment rather than 
allow their children to be polluted under the 
despotism of doctors, backed by wicked Acts of 
Parliament. 
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" Yonr Petitioner is willing to prove the tmth 
of these statements at the bar of your honourable 
House. He, therefore, earnestly hopes that 
these and other facts will have their due influ- 
ence on the decision of your honourable House. 

" And your Petitioner will ever pray, etc. 
** William Gibson Ward, 
'* F.B. EEis. Soc, and a Guardian of the Poor, 
" Boss, Herefordshire." 

A shorter petition Mr. Ward got numerously 
signed by nearly every one he asked; among 
them four druggists, one surgeon, the Vice- 
chairman of the Board of Guardians, one other 
Gkiardian, and the leading tradesmen of the 
town. 



THEN AND NOW. 

In 1800 Edward Jenner wrote — 

"Having now pursued the inquiry into the 
nature of the cow-pox to so great an extent, I 
am able positively to declare that those who 
have gone through this mild disease are rendered 
perfectly secure from the contagion of small- 
pox." 

Simultaneously, the chief London physicians 
and surgeons subscribed and published the fol- 
lowing manifesto in the newspapers — 

" Many unfounded reports having been circu- 
lated, which have a tendency to prejudice the 
mind of the public against the inoculation of the 
cow-pox ; We, the undersigned physicians and 
surgeons, think it our duty to declare our opin- 
ion, that those persons who have had the cow- 
pox are perfectly secure from the infection of 
the small-pox, provided this infection has not 
been previously communicated." 

Such was prophecy in 1800. Now let us 
turn to the response of Nature. Here is a sum- 
mary of a few Hospital Beports prepared by 
Mr. Wheeler. 

Hospital Small-Pox. 





Total 

Small-Pox 

Gaees. 


Total 

Vaccinated 

Cases. 


Liverpool, 1875-6 

Glasgow, 1870-2 

Homerton, 1871-6 

MetropoHtan, 1870-1-2 
Dublin, 1870-8, 1876-8 


180 

958 

5,479 

14,808 

1,040 


183 

669 

4,236 

11,174 

844 


Totals 


22,465 


17,056 







MB. HEBBEBT SPENCEB ON SMALL- 

POX PANIC. 

The manner in which newspaper writers inten- 
sify panic in small-pox epidemics is due to ignor- 
ance, but ignorance that is disgraceful. The 
assumption is that every death from small-pox 
is a death in addition to the ordinary mortality. 
It is not so. Small-pox merely displaces and 
replaces some other form of zymotic disease. 
Small-pox is an unpleasant form in which we 
have for a season to draw a portion of the aver- 
age mortality, but it is no more. Mr. Herbert 
Spencer, in his treatise on the Study of Soci- 
ology ^ makes a happy use of the London panic 
of 1871 in illustration of the mode in which fear 
affects the judgment. He writes — **An in- 
stance of the manner in which dread destroys 
the balance of judgment was thrust upon my 
attention during the small-pox epidemic, which 
so unaccountably spread, after twenty years of 
compulsory Vaccination. A lady living in Lon- 
don, sharing in the general trepidation, wa^ ex- 
pressing her fears to me. I asked her whetiber, 
if she Uved in a town of twenty thousand inha- 
bitants and heard of one person dying of small- 
pox in the course of a week, she would be much 
alarmed. Naturally, she answered, no; and 
her fears were somewhat calmed when I pointed 
out that, taking the whole population of London 
and the number of deaths per week from small- 
pox, this was about the rate of mortality at the 
time caused by it. Yet in other minds, as in 
her mind, panic had produced an entire incapa- 
city for forming a rational estimate of the peril. 
Nay, indeed, so perturbing was the emotion, 
that an unusual amotmt of danger to life was 
imagined at a time when the danger to life was 
smaller than usuaL For the returns showed 
that the mortality from all causes was rather 
below the average than above it. While the 
evidence proved that the risk of death was less 
than common, this wave of feeling which spread 
through society produced an irresistible convic- 
tion that it was uncommonly great." 



Seventeen thousand and fifty-six attested con- 
futations of prophecy ! And, wonderful to relate, 
attested by those who still assume to believe in 
the prophet and his prophedes* 



Persian Praotioe. — 0. J. Wills, M.B., de- 
scribes the practice of surgery and medicine in 
Persia as extremely rude and superstitious. 
"Vaccination," he says, "is not in favour; in- 
oculation, or the direct communication of the 
disorder by placing the patient in the same bed 
with one suffering from small-pox of the most 
virulent type, is the method pursued." — BriHih 
Medical Journal, 26th April, 1870. 
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VACCINATION VIEWED POLITICALLY. 
Pbofessob F. W. Newman, in a letter to Mr. 
Henry Pitman, writes — 

'*Ton are fighting a battle not against Vac- 
cination only, but against insidious medical 
tyranny, which is as conceited and fiataons as 
it is immoraL Nothing can justify Parliament 
in enacting a medical creed, or enforcing any 
special medical procedures. We all ought to 
be re-vaccinated periodically, according to the 
Lancet. Does Parliament dare to enact such a 
thing? It does not; else I might be taken by 
force and vaccinated to-morrow. 

<< One who carries disease with him is osten- 
sibly dangerous. This and this only justifies 
legislation against him. But when a man or 
child is ostensibly healthy, no case is made out 
for legislation at all. To enact that a healthy 
person shall have a disease lest hereafter he get 
a worse disease, is a form of despotism hard 
to parallel; and what is peculiarly disgraceful, 
it is directed against innocent infants alone, 
because they are helpless; it does not dare to 
attack us adults. This fact justly arouses 
parents to indignation. 

'* Let Parliament enact that every M.P. shall 
be at once vaccinated, and that it shall be done 
firom arm to arm among them every four or 
five years, as the doctors may prefer — ^if they 
wiU enact such things concerning children. The 
law now says to a parent — *We are alarmed 
to see that your child has no disease. Cow-pox 
(for the public good) it must have, with the 
chance of other hideous diseases. Submit, or 
else make yourself a criminal, have your hair 
cropped, and dress in prison garb.* 

** Such legislation implies that Parliament is 
a medical pope, and would justify no end of 
monstrous violations of sacred personal right. 
As a surgeon cannot be onmiscient, he cannot 
know the diseases hidden in a particular child; 
he is not to blame for not knowing; but this is 
precisely the reason why Parliament ought 
much rather to forbid than to enforce the vac- 
cinating of one child from another. It makes 
the enforcement so indefensible, that one is 
unwilling to affix the right epithet. 

" But even if cows would kindly get cow-pox 
for our convenience, so that each child might 
have the disease direct from the cow, even so it 
would be blind tyranny for the law to say to a 
parent — 'You shall not keep your child in 
perfect health; that is too dangerous a course.' 
When to this the parent replies by defiance of 
th« law, Mid is treated as a criminal, the law- 
maiun ava (in my opinion) the real criminals 



before God and man. Parents who become 
martyrs by resisting the law, deserve a sym- 
pathy akin to those who are martyrs of religion." 



POCK-MAEKED FACES. 
The Archbishop of York in one of his letters 
asked if Vaccination was to be credited with 
the absence of the pitted faces after smaU-pox, 
which were conmion when he was a boy. I 
replied — '* Certainly not." It is a coincidence, 
not a consequence, and is no more owing to Vac* 
cination than to the introduction of rsdlways. 

In the first place, pock-marked faces have 
not altogether disappeared; while observation 
and inquiry will establish the fact that vac* 
cinated persons who have small-pox are oftener 
marked, and are more liable to be marked, 
than the unvaooinated. The healthier the 
body the more capable it is of throwing off the 
vaccine poison without leaving injurious con* 
sequences. The '* vaccine disease" corrupts 
the blood, retards recovery, and predisposes to 
marking. 

When the Archbishop of York was a boy the 
orthodox medical treatment of smaU-pox was 
irrational. The poor patients lay on feather 
beds, shrouded with curtains, in unventilated 
rooms; they were denied water to drink and 
the water-cure, and had their blood inflamed 
by a beef and brandy diet, and no precautions 
were taken to temper the light scientifically. 
The wonder is that any small-pox patients re- 
covered under such ignorant treatment. It is 
not surprising that those who escaped death 
often had their faces painfully scarred. 

Further, it must be remembered that inocu* 
lation was practised for a hundred years before 
Vaccination. This insane practice of imparting 
small-pox spread a virulent form of the disease 
so alarmingly that inoculation was prohibited 
by ParUament, and it is now a penal offence. 

Decrease of marking is mainly due to im- 
proved medical treatment. SmaU-pox is not a 
difficult disease to cure. The late John Smedley, 
of Matlock, and other hygienic physicians, have, 
to my knowledge, treated hundreds of cases of 
smaU-pox without losing a patient or leaving 
a mark. 

The last reason I need adduce against the 
popular beUef is sufficient to settle the question. 
It is this: the absence of pock-marked faces 
cannot be owing to Vaccination, because there 
have been more cases of smaU-pox since Vac- 
cination was made compulsory than there were 
before. Henby PzTMan. 

Manchester. 
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BANBURY ANTI-VACCINATORS. 
In no town is public opinion more pronounced 
on the question of Vaccination than in Banbury, 
and three working men — Cluff, Claridge, and 
Herbert — recently did honour to their convic- 
tions by going to Northampton jail, rather than 
pay the fine imposed upon them for obedience 
to conscience. 

On Tuesday evening, 6th May, a public meet- 
ing was held in the Temperance Hall, Banbury, 
to welcome the sufferers on their release &om 
prison. Mr. Charles Gillett, banker, presided 
on the occasion, and observed that they might 
all feel encouraged over the progress that the 
opposition to Vaccination was making. The 
doctors themselves were divided. Some thought 
no lymph should be used but calf lymph. Others 
said calf lymph was not to be had, and that if 
it could be had, it would do more mischief than 
human lymph. Then, too, it came out that a 
large part of the lymph in common use was 
simply small-pox matter passed through cows — 
a procedure at utter variance with all that 
Jenner taught, and for which he was publicly 
rewarded. 

Mr. Cluff related some of his prison experi- 
ences, and among them a conversation with the 
chaplam, who tried to convince him that he 
should take the law for his conscience, surrender 
his private judgment, and *' leave the rest to 
God.** Mr. Cluff, however, reminded him that 
such reasoning would have made an end of 
Christianity, not to speak of Protestantism and 
English freedom, and that it is idle for a man to 
shut his eyes to the light of truth, and pretend 
to believe that wrong is right, even if wrong 
happens to be law. The chaplain also enlarged on 
the disgrace of imprisonment, but was reminded 
that prison had been the portion of apostles, 
martyrs, and patriots, and that it was a place 
of honoxur when occupied for conscience sake. 

The Rev. C. H. Collyns, Rector of Wirks- 
worth, in seconding a resolution, said he looked 
on Vaccination as the greatest physiological 
heresy of the day. The vaccinators said every 
child was a centre of infection until they had 
poisoned its blood — until, that is to say, they 
had corrected the work of God Almighty. Vac- 
cinators, on the pretext of preventing small-pox, 
not only did not prevent, but increased it, and 
multiplied other diseases by their filtky prac- 
tices. It was for us to preach the truth about 
Vaccination, earnestly, firmly, and constantly. 
One of the greatest curses of this country was 
the vested interests which grew around abuses. 
A vested interest had been created by Vaccina- 



tion, and there was now a whole army of officials 
and practitioners ready to defend the law, and 
to maintain its expediency at any cost. What- 
ever bishops, judges, and magistrates might say, 
he denied that he was bound to obey unjust law. 
On the contrary, he maintained he was bound 
as a Christian to disobey unjust law. Many an 
unjust enactment wotdd never have been 
abolished had it not been for the brave resist- 
ance of men like those they welcomed from. 
Northampton jail to-night. 

The Chairman said the committee were 
preparing addresses for Messrs. Cluff, Claridge, 
and Herbert, which would be presented in due 
course. He then read the following address, re- 
marking that the two others would be similar — 

To Charles Herbert, Grimsbury, Banbury. 
—The Committee of the Banbury Anti-Compul- 
sory Vaccination Society desire to express the 
pleasure they feel at your release from a term of 
a month's imprisonment in Northampton jail, 
nobly endured by you for resisting the wicked 
compulsory Vaccination Acts in refusing the 
Vaccination of your child, Florence Amelia 
Herbert. The Committee herewith offer you 
their sincere thanks for the valuable help you 
have thereby rendered the cause. They deeply 
regret the privations you have had to undergo, 
but they trust that such self-denial for the rights 
of parental liberty, and for the sake of our little 
children, may hasten the day for an enlightened 
and impartial inquiry into the evils of Vaccina- 
tion, and the repeal of the compulsory Acts. 

Charles Gillett, Treasurer. 
T. J. Norton, •> 

Solomon Shrimpton, | ^^c»"«^^«- 
Banbury, May 8, 1879. 



BEDFORD ANTI- VACCINATORS. 
At the Bedford Petty Sessions on Monday, 12th 
May, a number of anti- vaccinators were brought 
up for judgment. The first, Mr. Saunders, 
raised a variety of legal objections, which were 
overruled, and an order was made that his child 
be vaccinated within three months. John 
Craddock was summoned for not having com- 
phed with an order to have his child vaccinated 
within four months. He asked the Bench to 
bo lenient with him. He did not intend to 
have his child vaccinated, and if they fined him 
heavily he would have to go to prison. He was 
a hard-working man, and it was all he could do 
to keep his home respectable. The Boston 
Bench had recently twenty anti-vaccinators 
before them, and they were fined 6d. each, and 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



87 



Is. costs, and the Bedford Bench might follow 
the example. The Bench took the hint, and 
fined him 6d., bnt made the costs 28. Next 
came Joseph Hull, who wished to know where 
the lymph used in Bedford came from, for lymph 
was now admitted by the doctors to communi- 
cate worse diseases than the small-pox it was 
supposed to keep away, but did not. The Bench 
conld not satisfy Joseph's inquiry, and fined 
him 6d. and 2s. costs. Then came Elltah 
Masok, who told the magistrates plainly that 
no vaccinator should ever defile the blood of his 
child. He, too, was fined 6d. and costs. Then 
followed John William Bubnapp, who said he 
would pay no fine — not even a farthing; he 
would rather go to prison. The Bench fined 
him 6d. and 2s. costs, or in default a week's 
imprisonment. '*Then," said Burnapp, "I'll 
take the week." Lastly came George Henrt 
Tbueman, a handsome fellow, who stated that 
he had been twice before the Bench, and had 
been fined 4s. and £2. He said he did not 
ihiok he was a bad specimen of a man; his 
child was the image of his father, and he did 
not see any reason why they should require him 
to make foul what God had made pure. He 
trusted the Bench would deal mercifully with 
him, for he had nothing to lose, and had spent 
his last noLoney on Sunday's dinner. The frank 
speech was heard with attention, and with 
applause in the court, but, like the rest, he was 
fined 6d. and 2s. costs. 

The Bedford Becord of 7th May, commenting 
on these cases, and complimenting the magis- 
trates on their rational and humane administra- 
tion of the law, truly observes — 

" No more painful and discreditable sight is 
there than when citizens whose morahty and 
honour are irreproachable, are dragged as crimi- 
nal offenders before a court of justice because of 
conscientiouB objections to a law which cannot 
in any event be enforced so as to effect its 
object. 1i the magistrates were to sentence 
these, our honest neighbours, to perpetual im- 
prisonment, that would not cause the children 
to be vaccinated without the parent's consent. 
Therefore, the infliction of heavy fines or im- 
prisonment becomes as much an act of persecu- 
tion as the grosser tortures of barbarous times." 



Stdenham lived [1624 — 89] when Europe 
was beginning to break from its environment of 
Bupeniii tion. When he was asked by a doctor 
whose medical books he should read, he an- 
swered, ** Beftd Don Quixote : it is a very good 
hook. IzMMlttstilL'* 



FEROCIOUS GUARDIANS. 

Perhaps the worst evil of the Vaccination Act 
is the contest it provokes and allows between 
Guardians and Anti- Vaccinators, whereby law i« 
brought into contempt. Guardians get enraged 
over the defiajice of their authority and their 
sense of practical impotence, and try to satiate 
their fury in repeated prosecutions. A wealthy 
Anti- Vaccinator pays his fines and laughs at 
Bumbledom, but the contest is a serious affair 
for a poor man. There is, for example, Mr. 
Alexander Hume, of Walthamstow, reporter and 
journalist, who suffers under the relentless per- 
secution of the West Ham Guardians. They 
are determined that Mr. Hume's child be vac- 
cinated, which it never will be ; and as they 
cannot have their way, they worry the father 
without mercy. At a recent meeting of the 
Board, the chairman, the Rev. T. Parry, read 
the following letter, which had been addressed 
to him — 

" 7 Woodford Terrace, Woodford Road, 
" Forest Gate, E. 

" 6th May, 1879. 

" Rev. Sir, — I have decided to apply to you as 
chairman instead of seeking an interview with 
the West Ham Board of Guardians. You are 
doubtless aware that your Board have from time 
to time, for, I believe, nearly three years, been 
prosecuting a fiiend of mine, Mr. A. Hume, of 
Walthamstow, who, with his wife, conscien- 
tiously objects to Vaccination. As there is no 
prospect or likelihood of the operation being per- 
formed in his fEunily, myself and other fiiends 
think it time that an appeal should be made to 
the Guardians to relax their hostility, especially 
as the president of the Local Government Board 
advises the relinquishment of prosecutions in 
such cases. I think it desirable to make this 
application to you in the first instance ; perhaps 
you will kindly make this known to the Guard- 
ians. 

** John Stevens." 

The force of this sensible note was evaded on 
the plea that the Guardians had ordered Hume's 
prosecution, that the magistrates had granted a 
warrant, and that the matter was for the present 
out of their hands. One or two of the Guardians 
showed some sense of their ignominious position, 
but the general feeling was for a continuance of 
the fray. One of them, a Mr. Morgan, said it 
was a test case, in which they were dealing with 
a man who might be said to be in full rebellion, 
and trying to injure the cause of Vaccination by 
false statements, and that nothing would satisfy 
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the Board short of the Vaccination of the child. 
The answer is that the Board has no power to 
secure the desired satisfaction: the Guardians 
can only tease and plunder a man, who if he 
happened to he rich could snap his fingers at 
them in defiance ; and this we say, that Guard- 
ians with the spirit of English gentlemen in them 
would scorn to administer such dastardly law. 



AT LAST ! GOOD SENSE. 

" And now I flay unto yon, Befrain from these men, and 
let them alone.**— Oamalkl. 

Therb haying heen new elections in St. Fancras, 
the Guardians have reconsidered their policy, 
and accepted the prudent advice of the Local 
Government Board. At a meeting on Thursday, 
22nd May, Mr. Skoines moved and Mr. Ives 
seconded the resolution that no further prosecu- 
tions he instituted against Mr. Tehh. Of course 
there was resistance; there are irreconcilahles 
in every assembly ; and Mr. J. L. Seaton, Mr. 
Spencely, and Mr. Bower were foregoing on to 
the bitter end — ^that is to say, wasting time, 
wasting money, and gaining nothing. Such is 
fanaticism. To the support of Mr. Skoines came 
Mrs. Howell, Messrs. Bradley, Byrne, Deverell, 
Fumiss, Guerrier, and Thornton — 9 for the 
resolution, and 8 against. Then Mr. Skoines 
moved, and Mr. Guerrier seconded, that Mr. 
James Mansfield suffer no further molestation, 
which motion was passed unanimously. 

Thus ends a couple of irritating prosecutions, 
which, from the outset, were doomed to failure, 
which only served to exhibit the malignity of 
certain Guardians, the impotence of the law, 
and, fortunately (as good out of evil), to excite 
wide interest in Vaccination, and to dififuse a 
vast amount of information as to its vile origin 
and pernicious effects. For the deliverance St. 
Pancras is chiefly indebted to Mr. Skoines, and 
his example shows how much a little energetic 
common-sense may achieve, where common- 
sense has hitherto been conspicuously absent. 

An amusing incident in connection with the 
case of Mr. Mansfield occurred on the following 
day. Under a former order of the Board, a 
summons had been taken out against him, and 
in due course he appeared before Mr. Barstow 
at the Clerkenwell Police Court. Mr. Barstow 
is a magistrate with a better reputation for 
severity than for wisdom, and to Mr. li^ansfield's 
gentle reminder that he had repeatedly come 
before him for the same offence, and that with 
him lay full diseretion to terminate a proseoa- 
iion ihat had degenerated to wanton perseoation, 



he grimly inquired whether that was all he had 
to say. His Worship then proceeded to observe 
that anti-vaccinators were an obstinate set of 
people who perversely set their ignorance against 
the intelligence of the Legislature, and did what 
they could to spread a loathsome and horrible 
disease. So far, therefore, from exercising len- 
iency, he would inflict the highest penalty the 
law allowed. At this juncture the Clerk inter- 
posed, and pointed out to his Worship that the 
time for vengeance had not come, and that it 
was only a vaccination order that he was asked 
for. Very ruefully the uplifted sword was 
dropped, and instead the order was pronounced 
that the child be vaccinated within fourteen 
days. ^_^_^___^ 

A FEW WOKDS ON PKECEDING 
ARTICLES. 

Were any law enforced with the scandalous 
irregularity of the Vaccination Acts, we should 
soon have the press thundering loudly and par- 
liamentary echoes. Consider the facts set forth 
in the preceding articles. At Banbury, anti- 
vaccinators sent to prison ; at Bedford, fines of 
6d. and 2s. costs imposed ; at Walthamstow, a 
poor journalist made a butt for the vindictive 
archery of Jacks in office ; in St. Pancras, two 
citizens prosecuted over and over again, and 
finally dismissed as unconquerable. 

At present the position of anti-vaccinators is 
much akin to that of the American abolitionists 
prior to the Great Rebellion. Nothing was less 
respectable than anti-slavery, and abolitionists, 
who suffered under law or outrage, met with 
scant sympathy, and had to take comfort in the 
great thoughts of God. A man like Garrison 
had often to cheer himself with lines like those 
of Wordsworth — 

** Thou hast great alliee ; 
Thy friends ure exultations, agonies, 
And love, and man's unconquerable mind.** 

The service of truth (however humble) may be 
hard service, and the reward for the individual 
may be deferred, but the issue is certain ; and 
we may assure ourselves that the great forces 
now arrayed on the side of Vaccination will in 
due time change position, and what is now 
highly esteemed among men will become an 
abomination in their sight. Meanwhile it is for 
us to act as if the battle were ours, and to relax 
no effort for victory. 

We cannot but believe there are many among 
our legislators who, whatever their faith in Vac- 
oinationy have yet the chivalry to regard with 
indignation the operation of a law that onuheB 
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the poor and accords impamty to the rich ; that 
is administered with rigonr in one parish, and 
lenity in others; and that is withdrawn from 
action when persistently resisted. For legisla- 
tion 80 inequitable there can be no defence ; not 
e^en the common defence for what is anomalous 
and illogical, that it works welL Moreover, the 
law begins to operate in a direction which must 
speedily demand attention, namely, in causing 
the omission of the registration of births. People 
generally have no taste for voluntary mar- 
tyrdom, and knowing the suffering and dangers 
of Vaccination, they take care to give the Vac- 
emation officer no hold over them by keeping 
dear of the registrar. Thus, as those whose 
acqxiaintance lies among anti-vaccinators can 
testify, there are hundreds of children, some- 
times whole families, growing up unregistered 
in order to escape Vaccination. And whilst we 
cannot approve of the practice, there are many 
excuses for it ; and it is obvious that as the truth 
abont Vaccination becomes popularised, and the 
fears of parents become excited and justified, the 
registration of births will be more and more 
evaded. __^__« 

MR. W. E. GLADSTONE, M.P. 

The following letter has been addressed to Mr. 
Gladstone — 

Sib,— In common with many others, I was 
mnoh concerned to see that at Croydon a few 
days ago Dr. Carpenter stated that he had, re- 
ceived from you an assurance that you were a 
staunch believer in Vaccination, and that you 
had no intention of interfering with the Vacci- 
nation Acts. Inasmuch as you supported Mr. 
Pease's Bill for the abolition of repeated penal- 
ties for non- Vaccination, I cannot but infer there 
is some mis-statement on the part of Dr. Car- 
penter as to your attitude towards the existing 
law, and I would fain conclude that he is equally 
at &iilt in representing you as a staunch be- 
liever in Vaccination. I had been led to sup- 
pose from your letter to Mr. Henry Pitman that 
yonr mind was open and uncommitted on the 
qnestion of the goodness or badness of Vaccina- 
tion ; and I cherished the hope that if ever you 
immd leisure to investigate the evidence where- 
with the practice of blood-poisoning to avert 
smaU-pox is sustained, you would not fail to 
detect and expose its illusory character. It is 
poflBible to believe in Vaccination as an act of 
fidth, but it is scarcely credible that any man of 
sekntifio oapadty can at this day be a staunch 
bali0fier in BOoh quaokezy after independent 

G.B. 



CAN SMALL-POX BE SUPPRESSED ? 

The Lancet and other medical journals, and 
following in their wake the various medical 
officers who issue voluminous reports, are ex- 
tremely persistent in designating smaU-pox a 
PBEVBNTiBLS DISEASE. It is matter of notoriety, 
and unnecessary to prove by quotation, that 
they consider small-pox could be entirely ex- 
tinguished if the means they advocate were 
followed out. 

So far as we know, small-pox did not exist in 
Ghreece and Bome during the time of their illus- 
trious medical Hterati ; and yet it is not clear 
that there was not some disorder which took its 
place and effected the work it accomplishes. In 
India and China, however, the disease can be 
traced to a great antiquity, and then exhibited 
the same characteristics as at present. It is now 
the almost inseparable companion of typhus, in 
war, fjEimine, and want. 

The Franco-Prussian war was a remarkable 
instance of its method of manifestation; also the 
Busso-Turldsh war; likewise the wars of last 
century. Yet it is probable that all the thous- 
ands of German soldiers who were its victims 
in 18 7^0-71 were not simply vaccinated, but re- 
vaccinated, while large numbers of French sol- 
diers were at least vaccinated. 

Small-pox comes upon people generally in 
epidemics, and these epidemics are as severe, as 
fatal, and as persistent as of yore, as recent ex- 
perience in London, Dublin, and Paris proves. 
As instances of epidemic small-pox accompany- 
ing fiEunine, we need only refer to Madras and 
BraziL Is there, then, any evidence that small- 
pox so begotten is really and truly " preventi- 
ble" ? Is the prophecy one of fiedth or of hope ; 
or is it an attempt to explain defeat by promise 
of future victory ? 

Edward Jenner is responsible for the pro- 
phecy. Lettsom and others diffused it, but 
Jenner was the seer of the vision. From medi- 
cal sire to son has the cry been passed on, but 
few have challenged its truth. Let me cite, 
however, two ardent followers of Jenner : one 
the acknowledged head of Vaccine practice in 
America; and the other the Prize Essayist of 
Vaccination, and now n.M. Inspector of the 
same. 

Dr. Martin says: *' It cannot be doubted that 
if it were possible in this country to afford an 
unlimited supply of true animal virus gratuit- 
ously to the profession for every possible need 
and emergency, a great step would be thereby 
taken towards the realisation of what has been 
called'' Jenner's dream,* viz., the annihilation of 
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small-pox — a dream, only because the possibilities 
of Vaccination haye never been universally or 
even generally appreciated, nor that universal 
and complete Yacoination and re-Vaccination 
ever done or half done, on the complete doing 
of which depends settling whether Jenner, and 
many more, were dreamers or fools." * 

Here it is expressly given us to hope that a 
general and complete Vaccination is possible. 
It is also prophesied that, that so much accom- 
plished, ** Jenner's dream" would be fulMed. 
But Dr. Martin forgets that he has distinctly 
stated on page 18 of the same work : " We can 
never hope for truly uni/oeraal and perfect Vac- 
cinationy He even says that when all he de- 
sires and hopes for as to the production, use, and 
distribution of perfect vaccine is generally con- 
ceded, still even then it will only be, that '' we 
may begin to have some faint hope of that full, 
perfect, universal Vaccination which Jenner and 
his followers always maintained would annihi- 
late the small-pox. We know what Jenner 
could not know, and what time alone has taught 
us, viz., that Vaccination before early puberty 
must be renewed in adult life to secure perfect 
protection. Our plan of small-pox annihilation 
includes general re- Vaccination as well as Vac- 
cination." And &om such. a colunm of **ifs" 
and **thens," upon such a basis of sanguine 
hope and wild conjecture he delivered this per- 
oration of desire: **It may be, it doubtless, 
is, wildly Utopian for any one to hope for an 
instant that mankind will ever have the good 
sense to do so wise a thing; but there is nothing, 
either wild or visionary, in the belief that 
variola could thus be annihilated." 

Dr. Ballard, has, I think, more carefully esti- 
mated the facts before him and come to a justor 
conclusion. He wrote, before the great epidemic 
wave of small-pox of 1870, 1871, 1872, and 1873, 
and therefore he may be pardoned for delivering 
his opinion, that ** epidemics have been less fre- 
quent visitants than formerly and less fatal." 
But he was perfectly open to the fact that small- 
pox attacked the vaccinated, ** inasmuch as it is 
a matter of public notoriety that small-pox does 
occur even among those who have undergone 
the vaccine disease" (p. 95). And again, '* A 
person may have the true vaccine disease and yet 
suffer from small-pox at a subsequent period of 
his life" (p. 97). But he sums up a long argu- 
ment in favour of the theory of vaccine protec- 
tion, nevertheless; and concludes (p. 118), it is 
** a sufficiently established fact that the majority 

* iUport on Animal VaedMUwnt p. 67. Boston, 1878. 



of vaccinated persons are, to all practical pur- 
poses, absolutely protected against small-pox." 

It would therefore seem that Jenner's dream 
was more likely of fulfilment on Dr. Ballard's 
ground than on Dr. Martin's. Nothing of the 
kind. For Dr. Ballard has left us in no doubt 
of his opinion: ** Dr. Jenner's sanguine hope has 
not been fulfilled. Experience has not verified 
his prediction. Small-pox has not been eradi- 
cated. Let me add, that scientific observation 
and reasoning give no countenance to the belief 
that it ever will be eradicated, even from civil' 
ised commimities" (p. 87). 

This is positive enough language deduced from 
experience, not encouraging or hopeful, but pro- 
bably true. Alexander Wheeleb. 



" Like Cures Like."— Dr. Garth Wilkinson, 
the eminent homoeopathic physician, author of 
Human Science and Divine Revelation^ says — 
** Vaccination is sometimes claimed as in prin- 
ciple a part of homoeopathy. Falsely, as far as 
homoeopathy in its whole scope is concerned. 
Homoeopathy, by an incomparable drug science, 
cancels the symptoms of disease. There is no 
case in which it aims to give a disease. Vacci- 
nation is unsuccessful unless it gives a disease. 
It also violates the body in a way that no dis- 
ease—not plague or scarlatina or typhus does — 
by an actual wound into the blood — a poisoned 
wound. Neither pestilence nor physic has any 
analogy with this procedure." 

Persecution, Past and Present. — Mr. W. E. 
Forster, speaking at Bristol, observed that, 
•* Whatever argument there might have been 
for persecution in former days, it had no appli- 
cation in these times. It might have been pos- 
sible for persecution to succeed in the past; it 
could not succeed now. The public opinion of 
the world would not support it. Persecution 
could only succeed by means of blood and fire, 
and the extermination of all who offered resist- 
ance." — [True, in a measure. We do not per- 
secute as to what concerns spiritual health, be- 
cause opinion is divided as to spiritual regimen, 
force balances force, and the mass of mankind 
is indifferent. But as to physical health it is 
otherwise. Under the small-pox terror men are 
continually suffering persecution by fine and 
imprisonment, and sterner measures are con- 
stantly advocated by the medical priesthood 
and their abettors. As Herbert Spencer re- 
marks, religious popery, which men thinlf so 
indefensible, is replaced by medical popeiy, 
which is considered perfectly defensible. — ^Ed.] 
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A CALF LYMPHERS' CARD. 
The following card has been sent to me — 
ASSOCIATION 

FOK pROMonva 
VACCINATION DIRECT FROM THE CALF. 



Physician — ^GEOBas Wtld, M.D., Edin. 
Surgeon — ^Thomas Wilson, L.R.C.P., Edin. 



Open daily, except Saturday t 8 to 3 o'clock. 
264 Oxford Stbeet, London. 



The object of this Association is to guarantee 
a regular supply of fresh Calf Lymph to the 
profession, and to vaccinate with the same all 
who desire it. 

Two Million cases have been Vaccinated with 
this lymph during the last ten years in Belgium 
and the United States without one single acci- 
dent, and so far as the evidence goes with a 
perfect protection against Small-pox. Success 
about 98 per cent. A constant supply of Calf 
Lymph is produced weekly in Hampshire, and 
guaranteed. The profession is supplied with 
gUsses or large points, two for Is., or 5s. the 
dozen. Tubes 2s. each, on receipt of stamps or 
P.O.O., Yere Street. 



It is oniioos how steadily the quackish tradi- 
tion of inoculation is maintained. It commenced 
with the first inoculators, was continued by 
Jenner and his followers, and here we have it in 
the last card from Oxford Street I Absolute 
assertions and promises to the utmost limit of 
tiie public guUibiHty — ^the unhappy public loving 
a fnU rotmd lie without any of the awkward 
roughnesses of truth. As for calf lymph we 
shall learn what a dangerous imposture it is 
when Dr. Cameron brings forward his motion 
for its adoption in the House of Conmions — a 
motion which, we grieve to hear, may probably 
be withdrawn " in the interests of Vaccination,'* 
it being considered most undesirable to disturb 
the common faith in its virtues. W. H. 



HOW IT'S DONE IN FRANCE. 

Db. Bonneville, editor of the Progrea Medical, 
thus writes of small-pox in Paris — 

" The weekly increase of cases during the past 
two months has compelled the opening of special 
services in three hospitals. . . The Directeur 
de r Assistance Publique declares that the or- 
ganisation for re-vacdnation leaves nothing to 
dieaief wve defioiency of lymph, which he pro- 
poses to make good l^ resorting to calves. But 



in this connection we have to recall the experi- 
ence of 1870, and the sad results which ensued 
from the use of calf lymph. We insist upon the 
advantages of human lymph, and the possibility 
of obtaining supplies adequate to our daily needs. 
We only require to repeat in all midwifery wards 
the practice in the Hospital de la Piti^. With 
most laudable devotion and activity Sister Ur- 
sula vaccinates all infants bom in the rooms at 
the end of eight or ten days, and collects with 
great care the lymph from all the healthy chil- 
dren. Thereby she is able to supply a large 
number of doctors in Paris and the provinces, 
who, having been students at La Piti^, know 
that they can be sure of good lymph from Sister 
Ursula." 

I was furnished with the Progrea Medical by 
the kindness of M. Talandier of the Chamber of 
Deputies, who also forwarded the public notices 
posted in all the communes of France, which I 
append, sure that they will be read with interest. 

Indirect compulsion — such as, demanding cer- 
tificates of vaccination from school children, from 
recruits, etc. — ^is the rule in France. 

"French Republic. 

" City op Pabis. 

" Notice. 

** The Mayor of the 5th Arrondissement has the 
honour of informing Citizens that gratuitous 
Vaccination and re-Vaccination for infants and 
adults, organised by the Municipal administra- 
tion iidth the assistance of the physicians of the 
Bureau de Bienfaisance, will commence on 
Thursday, 17th April, at the places, days and 
hours following. [Then follow details.] 

** A premium of three francs [2s 4d] will be paid 
to needy families for every child vaccinated, 
upon whom the operation has been successfully 
performed. 

« This premium will be raised to six francs for 
those infants from whom the vaccinators collect 
lymph. [There being no compulsion, as in 
England, enforcing the attendance of the vacci- 
nated.] 

" Porw, 10th April, 1879." 

A second placard contains a supplementary 
notice from which I select the following: — 

" The Mayor must insist on the fact that the 
effects of Vaccination cease at the end of five or 
six years, at which period re-Vaccination is 
necessary." 

Happy Mayor ! He hnowa where others doubt. 
With the voice of authority he pronounces Vac- 
cination good for five or six years. If the ma- 
jority die of smoU-pox within the magic term, 
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AD 7ERTISEMENTS. 



VACCINATION TRACTS. 



1. Ii0tt«n and Opinions of Medical Men. 

i Ficte and Flgurea, ahowinir that Yaodnation hai failed to 
atamp out, arreet, or mitigate Small-pox. 

t ft 4. Opinions of Statesmen, Politicians, Publicistfl, Statis- 
ticians, and Sanitarians. 

6. Cases of Disease, Suffering, and Death, reported by the 

Injured Families. 

0. Tlie Taccination Laws a Scandal to Poblio Honesty and 
Religion. 

7. Vaccination a sign of the Decay of the Political and Medi- 

cal Ck>nscienoe in the Country. 

8. The Propagation of Syphilis to Infants and Adults by 

Yaccini^on and Ris-Taccination. 

9. Vaccination evil in its Principles, false in its Reasons, and 

devdly in its Results. 



10. Vaccination subverts Dentition, and is the cause of the 

prevalent Deformity and Decay of the Teeth. 

11. Compulsory Vaccination a Desecration of Law, a Breaker 

of Homes, and Persecutor of the Poor. 

12. Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Part 1. 

—The Imposture of the current Small-pox Lymph 
called Vaooine,and the new Imposture of Calf-Ljnmph. 
Also, the Chaos of Statute Law dealing with Yaoome 
Substance. 

18. Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Part 2. 
—The Cry of the People against Vaccination is 
seconded by Uie Registrar-General's Returns, and 
Justified by the Evidence of Pathology. 

14. Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Part 8. 
—Pro Arit et Focis. The Religious Nature and 
Political Necessity of the Vaccination War. 



Nos. lto9, Id. each; Noa, 10 and 11, lid each; No, 12 and 13, 2d, each; No, I4, 3d. 
Published by W. YouNO, 8 Neeld Terrace, Harrow Road, London, W. 



PETITIONS TO PARLIAMENT. A Series 
of Forms adapted to meet the various grievances 
irislng out of the Vaccination Acts, will be sent free on receipt 
of stamped envelope. W. Wray, 66 Carlton Street, Kentish- 
town, London, N.W. 

ACCINE- SYPHILIS, by James R. Lane, 

F.R.aS. Prise Essay on Vaccination, by Edward 

Bidlard, M. D. A pamphlet containing extracts from the above 

can be had on sending stamped envelope to W. M. Wright, 

Silver Street, Stockton-on-Tees. 

THE POLITICAL SIDE OP THE VAC- 
CINATION SYSTEM. An Essay by Profsasor P. W. 
Jfewman, 12 pp., prioe Id., or 4s. 0d. per hundred, fourth 
editioo. Published by the National Anti-Compulsory Vac- 
cination League. Amos Booth, Secretary, 00 Stanley Street, 
Leicester. 

RECENT letter by Professor F. W. Newman on 
Magisterial Responsibility in Relation to the Vaccina- 
tkm Acts ; also a reprint from Um Hattinffi and St. LwnardM 
Gozetts of a leading article on " Peace, Retrenchment, and 
Stform" in connection with Conipulsory Vaccination, 8 pp., 
nice Id. or 8s. 0d. per hundred. W. Young, 8 Neeld Terrace, 
Harrow Road, London, W. 

40 pp., Chsap BdiHon, pric$ td.,or 2$. 9d per Dozen. 

GOVERNMENT PROSECUTIONS fob MEDI- 
CAL HERESY: A Verbatim Report of the Case 
RKOINA venui TEBB. Dedicated to the Board of St. Pancras 
Ooaidians, London, with Letters from the Right Hon. W. E. 
Qtodstone, M.P., the Right Hon. John Bright, M. P., and 
otlier& Contents: Dedlcation^Introduction— The Trial- 
Mr. Otedstone's Position— Dr. Pearoe's Unheard Evidence- 
Letter from T. L. Nichols, M.D — Dr. Haughton's Unheard 
EvidMioe— Vaccination Law Reform— Other Correspondence— 
Ol^nioDB of the Press. This Punphlet should be circulated 
largely during Elections of Quardians and Members of Parlia- 
nent. Published by Edward W. Allen, 11 Ave Maria Lane, 
London, E.O. ; and Warren Hall & Co., 88 Camden Road, Lon- 
don, N.W. 

NTl-VAOCINATORS and all lovers of free- 
dom from Medical and Official IVranny should read 
the NAtiosAL IVDSPBirDiVT, published every Fridsy, Price Id. 
Office : West Street, Leeda To be had everywhere. 

rpHE HERALD OP' HEALTH : A Monthly 
JL Journal of Sanitary and Soda! Science, by Dr. T. L. 
Nichola. Published by Nichols & Co.. 429 Oxford Street, Lon- 
don, Prioe Id. ; post free for 12 monuis. Is. 6d. ; Vols. L, II., 
said HI., free by post, 4s. 

RETT'S ST. LEONARDS AND HASTINGS 
GAZETTE and VISITORS' VADE MECUM, published 
•very Baftuidaj, 12 pages (with Visitors' UsU) 2d. Published 
tnr tlie proprtetor, ThiBmas Brandon Brett, at his Office, 66 
VantMn. Bead, St Leonard's-on-tea, Hastings, in the County 
oil 



«« -pkATLIOHT.*' A High-Class Social and 

JLr Satirical Weekly Journal, advocating Social, Poll- 

tleily and Medieal Reform. Absolutelv Independent of either 

d tb« two gnat pnUtlea] parties. Pnoe One Penny. A good 

Wnf ■Mfivm. FobBshed by Edward Buzgess, Ex- 



THE MEDICAL TRIBUNE. The Exponent 
of Free Medicine^ maintaining rights and opposing 
privileges, liberal in belief and practice so ftir as reuites to 
Science and the Healing Art, and opposed to the Jennerian 
practice of infectious Vaccination. Edited by Alex. Wilder, 
M.D., and Robert A Qunn, M.D. The Medical Trihune is 

Eublished Monthly, 48 pp.. and will be sent to any address in 
Ingland, postage prepaid, for lOs. Address— Publidiers, 
60 John Street, New York, U.S. 

THE READING, REITINO, AND 8PELINO 
REFORM. 1. — Fonografl, or Fonetik Shorthand, efekts 
a saving ov four-flfths ov the telm emplold in reiting ; and 
several hundred thousand persons in Great Britain and Eir- 
land, the Euneited States, and the Inglish Kolonis emploi it 
daili. 2.— The art oy reading with intelijens and eksprsMion 
may be taught tu children in a verl short teim bei the eus ov 
buks printed fonetikali, and the transition from fonetik tu 
komon reading is efekted in a feu days. 8.— A reformd spel- 
ing, akording tu the sounds ov wurdx, makes recourse tu the 
DuUonari unnesesari. The present notis is speld fonetikali 
as tu the konsonants (with two or three ekseptions), ^e 
dif thongs and the short vouels, eksept that "u represents 
the two sounds in but, put. Bei the adoption ov the IS neu 
leterz ov the Fonetik Alfabet, everi wunl may be riten a 
spoken. 



FONETIK PUBLTKATIONZ. 

The FONOORAFIK TEACHER ; kontaining a Series or Pro- 
gresiv Lesons tu be red, and riten out bei the steudent ; 
630th thousand, 6d. 

EKSERSEIZEZ In FONOQBAFI; a Series ot Oradeoated 
Reiting Ekserseises, Id. 

Key tu the Fonograflk Teacher and Ekserseises, 6d. 

Fonograflk Kopi Buk, made of faint lein ruled paper, Sd. 

Fonografi may be lemd/rom the dfmv buki without the 
aid ov a pereonal Teacher. 

Ferst Buk in Fonetik Reading, Id.; Sekond Buk, 2d.; Therd 

Buk, 8d.; Fourth Buk, 4d. 

• 

Lundon : F. PITMAN, 20 Paternoster Row. 
Bath: EIZAK PITMAN, Fonetik Institeut, and aU Bukselers. 






THE MANSION, Richmond Hill, near London. 
A First-class Residence for Families, I^uiies, and Qentie- 
men. In its own sounds— close to the park— overlooking 
the river— hall and corridors well warmed— handsome suite m 
dining, drawing, billiard, and smoking rooms— table d'hOte — 
hot and cold hatha Terms by the week. Residents find their 
own wines. Address Edward T. Bennett, Secretary. Photo- 
graphs of the Mansion on application. 

THE BANNER OF LIGHT. The Oldest 
Journal devoted to the Psychological Philosophy in the 
world. Issued weekly at No. 9 Mon^meiy Place, Boston, 
Mass. Colby and Rich, publhihers and proprietors. Isaac B. 
Rich, business manager; Luther Colbv, editor ; aided by a 
large corps of able writers. Terms of subecription , in advance, 
\be. per annmn. English Agents— J. J. Morse, Elm Tree 
Terrace, Uttozeter Road, Derby ; W. H. Harrison. 88 Great 
Russell Street, London, W.C. 
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In No. 1, for April, was commenced ''The Story of a Great Delusion," by Wm. White. In a series 
of matter-of-fact papers, Mr. White proposes to relate how the practice of blood-poisoning to avert small- 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER IV. 

THE FIBST OPPONENTS OF INOCULATION. 

As we liave seen, it is part of the legend that 
the introduction of inoculation was fanatically 
resisted by physicians, clergy, and mob, but the 
resistance was neither fojiatical nor extensive, 
and is chiefly the invention of the romancing 
biographers who represent Lady Mary Wortley 
Montagu as a heroine and martyr of science. 
To do that shrewd and briUiant woman justice, 
she made no pretence to the character imputed 
to her, and in her copious correspondence, there 
is not a hint of annoyance on the score of her 
patronage of the Turkish remedy for small-pox. 
On the contrary, it would appear that inocula- 
tion brought her a large share of that veiled 
notoriety in which she had sincere pleasure. 
Writing to the Countess of Mar in 1723, she 
Bays — 

" Lady Byng has inoculated both her children, 
and since that experiment ha.s not had any ill 
effect, the whole town are doing the same thing, 
and I am so much pulled about, and solicited to 
Tisit people, that I am forced to run into the 
country to hide myself." * 

Lady Mary understood her countrymen thor- 
oughly, and, thirty years after her exploits in 
inoculation, she wrote to Mr. Wortley Montagu 
as follows — 

" Bbescia, 24th April, 1748. 

"I find Tar Water succeeded to Ward's Drop. 
*Tis possible, by this time, that some other 
qnackeiy has taken place of that. The English 
are easier than any other nation infatuated by 

* Xtfttsrf and WvtkM €f Lady M, W. Montagu, Vol. L pi 
4BB,sd.l88L 



the prospect of universal medicines, nor is there 
any country in the world where the doctors 
raise such immense fortunes. I attribute it to 
the fund of creduHty which is in all mankind. 
We have no longer faith in miracles and relics, 
and therefore with the same fury run after 
recipes and physicians. The same money which 
three hundred years ago was given for the 
health of the soul is now given for the health of 
the body, and by the same sort of people — 
women and half-witted men." * 

Those who fancy there could be any wide or 
effective resistance to inoculation in 1721 mis- 
apprehend the conditions of the time. There 
was no scientific knowledge of the laws of 
health; diseases were generally regarded as 
mysterious dispensations of Providence over 
which the sufferers had little or no control, and 
medicine was a combination of absurdity with 
nastiness. It would not be difi&cult to compile 
a series of recipes from the pharmacopoeia of 
that day which would alternately excite amuse- 
ment, surprise, and disgust, and to describe 
medical practice from which it is marvellous 
that ever patient escaped aUve; but so much 
must pass without saying. Suffice it to assert, 
that to inoculation there was Httle material for 
opposition, rational or irrational ; and that what 
we might think the natural horror of transfusing 
the filth of small-pox into the blood of health, 
was neutralised by the currency of a multitude 
of popular remedies which seemed to owe their 
fascination to their outrageous and loathsome 
characteristics. 

Moreover, as the dates prove, the interval was 
brief between the introduction of inoculation 



« LetUra and Worku cf Lady M. W. Montagu, Vol. li. p. 
161. 
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and its aathoritative acceptance. The girl 
Montagu was privately inoculated in April, 
1721, Dr. Keith's boy on the 11th of May, the 
Newgate experiment took place on the 9th of 
August, a variety of experiments followed, and 
lastly the Princesses Amelia and Caroline were 
inoculated on the 19th of April, 1722 — sharp 
work, for one year. There was not time for 
opposition. The citadel of social approval was 
carried with a rush. As a contemporary ob- 
served — 

'* I could not but take notice with what united 
force and zeal the practice was pushed on upon 
the life and reputation it received from its ad- 
mission to the Boyal Palace; all pens and 
weekly papers at work to reconmiend and pub- 
lish it ; and it was rightly judged, then or never 
' was the time ; and had it not been for some 
unlucky miscarriages, the Inoculators would 
have had the best chance for full practice and 
full pockets that ever fell into the hands of so 
small a set of men." * 

The royal approval was assiduously worked, 
and there were not wanting hints that to ques- 
tion the goodness of inoculation was equivalent 
to disloyalty, and thus we find the Bev. E. 
Massey protesting in a letter to Mr. Mait- 
land — 

**I wish the Doctor more candour toward 
those who differ from him than to insinuate 
that they are guilty of high treason, and a 
better argument for this practice than the cry. 
Inoculation I and King George for ever t " f 

Bad reasons are often advanced against bad 
poHcy, and whilst it is probable that some silly 
things were uttered against inoculation, yet I 
think every candid mind would be impressed 
with the moderation of Maitland*s chief adver- 
saries. There was Isaac Massey, for instance, 
apothecary to Clirist*s Hospital, who published 
several pamphlets in opposition, wherein can- 
dour and good sense are throughout conspicuous. 
He defined — 

"Inoculation as an art of giving the small- 
pox to persons in health, who might otherwise 
have lived many years, and perhaps to a very 
old age without it, whereby some unhappily 
come to an untimely death.'* | 

He objected to the exaggerated dangers of 
smaU-pox wherewith the Inoculators operated 

* A Short and Plain Aeemmt cf Inoculation, By Iiuc 
MasMj. London, 1724, p. 8. 

t Letter to Mr. Mcutland by Bdmund Mauey. London, 
1722. 

I A Short and Plain Account «(/ Inoeulationt p. 1. 



on the public fears, and appealed to his own 
experience in Christ's Hospital — 

** Where there are generally near 600 children, 
the nurseries at Ware and Hertford constantly 
filling the places of those who go off. It hath 
sometimes happened that great numbers have 
been down of the small-pox, and 'tis but seldom 
that the House is free, or not long so: yet I 
daresay, and Sir Hans Sloane, I presume, will 
say so too, that in twenty years there have not 
died above five or six at most of the distemper, 
and in the last eight years there died but one." "^ 
So lightly did he regard the peril of small- 
pox to the young that he delivered this 
challenge — 

" Suppose that twenty-five Bluecoat Hospital 
boys at a medium, one year with another, taken 
ill of the small-pox. 

** Suppose we likewise, that the Inoculators 
take out of the several wards, yearly, as they 
find them, twenty-five boys, which are inocu- 
lated. 

** Quere, What the difference of success ? I 
solemnly protest that if this could be put in 
practice, I would lay two to one against the 
inoculated. 

'* For, as I have said before, we have lost but 
one small-pox patient these nine years [writing 
in 1723] although 1800 children have been in 
the House during that time, and I declare to 
have met with no unequal success in other 
famines amongst children about the same ages 
(that is between 8 and 15) where I have been 
concerned, and I doubt not but many of the 
Learned Faculty, as well as some others of my 
profession, can say as much from their own 
experience and observation." f 

To appreciate Massey's contention on this 
point, we have to remember that small-pox is 
the designation of a disease of many degrees of 
intensity ; a consideration which Dr. Wagstaffe, 
another opponent of inoculation, thus enforced — 
"There is scarcely, I believe, so great a 
difference between any two distempers in the 
world, as between the best and worse sort of 
small-pox, in respect to the dangers which 
attend them. ... So true is that common 
observation, that there is one sort in which a 
nurse cannot kill, and another which even a 
physician can never cure." I 

* 76., p. 21. 

t Letter to Dr, Jurin. Bj laaac HMsey. London, 172S. 

t Letter to Dr. Freind. By W. Wagstaffe, M.D., F.R.8., 
one of the phyiicians to St. Bartholomew's Hospital. London, 
1722. 
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Of coarse the bills of mortality were appealed 
to in evidence of the extent and fatality of small- 
pox; and as it is matter of oonmion belief 
that prior to inocnlation and Jenner (there is al- 
ways a haze about the date) people were mown 
down with small-pox, it may be worth while 
reyiving the table of relative mortality in Lon- 
don during the first twenty-two years of the 
18th century. 

Barials from all From small- 
Dlaeaaes. pox. 

1701 20,471 1095 

1702 19,481 811 

1703 20,720 898 

1704 22,684 1601 

1705 22,097 1095 

1706 19,847 721 

1707 21,600 1078 

1708 21,291 1687 

1709 21,800 1024 

1710 24,620 8188 

1711 19,883 916 

1712 21,198 1948 

1718 21,057 1614 

1714 26,569 2810 

1716 22,282 1067 

1716 24,486 2427 

1717 28,446 2211 

1718 26,628 1884 

1719 28,847 8229 

1720 26,464 1440 

1721 26,142 2876 

1722 26,760 2167 



505,598 86,620 

"By these tables," wrote Dr. Jurin, "it 
appears that upwards of 7 per cent., or somewhat 
more than a fourteenth part of mankind, die of 
the small-pox ; and consequently the hazard of 
dying of that distemper, to every individual 
bom into the world, is at least that of 1 in 14." * 

The large induction from London to universal 
mankind is noteworthy, because as we shall see, 
it came to be often made, and involved a serious 
fiEdlacy ; for unless universal mankind dwelt in 
conditionB similar to Londoners, it was idle to 
infer a common rate of disease and mortahty. 
The population of London in 1701 was estimated 
at about 500,000 (there was no exact census), 
rismg to about 600,000 in 1720. It was closely 
packed and lodged over cess-pools ; the water sup- 
ply was insufficient, and there was no effective 
drainage. The vast multitude was disposed, as 
if by designf for the generation and propagation of 

*ALBtt9rtoCtiUbCoitworth,M,D. Jfy James Jorin, M.D. 
London, 17B. 



zymotic disease, and specially small-pox. Little 
attention was paid to personal cleanliness, and 
still less to ventilation, to light, to exercise. 
The condition of a large urban community a cen- 
tury ago is almost inconceiveable at the present 
day ; and Londoners were then only slowly and 
blindly rising out of those modes of existence 
which made the Plague of 1665, and other 
plagues, possible. Hence we need not be 
astonished that small-pox was a common and 
permanent affliction; but we may observe, it 
was far less prevalent and deadly than it is the 
custom of vaccinators to assert ; and had the 
disease not been attended with injury to 
feminine beauty, there would have been no more 
fuss made about it than about any other form 
of eruptive fever. 

It has also to be observed, that small-pox as 
a cause of death was probably much exaggerated 
in the bills of mortality ; for as Isaac Massey 
pointed out— 

** These bills are founded on the ignorance or 
skill of old women, who are the searchers in 
every parish, and their reports (very often 
what they are bid to say) must necessarily be 
very erroneous. Many distempers which prove 
mortal, are mistaken for the small-pox, namely, 
scarlet and malignant fevers with eruptions, 
swine-pox, measles, St. Anthony's fire, and such 
like appearances, which if they destroy in three 
or four days (as frequently happeneth) the dis- 
temper can only be guessed at, yet is generally 
put down by the searchers as small-pox, 
especially if they are told the deceased never 
had them." * 

Massey, in the same spirit of good sense, 
objected to generalisations about small-pox 
from the bills of mortahty, as if all who died 
were slain by the disease and by nothing else. 

** There ought to be no comparison," he said, 
** between sick people, well regimented with 
diet and medicine, and those who have no 
assistance, or scarcely the necessaries of life. 

**The miserable poor and parish children 
make up a great part, at least one-half of the 
bills of mortahty ; to confirm this I have ex- 
amined several yearly bills, and I find that 
the out-parishes generally bury more than the 
ninety-seven parishes within the walls, and the 
parish of Stepney singly, very near as many as 
the City of London yearly; this sufficiently 
shows what Httle help and care are taken of the 
poor sick, which so much abound in all those 
places." + 



* LeUer to Dr. Jurin. London, 1723. 
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Of oourse there lurks a fallacy in all statistics 
of disease wherein conditions of life are not 
discriminated. Whether patients survive or die 
from any ailment depends in the majority of 
oases upon their breed, their circumstances, their 
habits, and their medical treatment and nursing 
—-all essential particulars, yet difficult to define 
and register on a large scale. It would appear 
that in sound constitutions, and with fair treat- 
ment, small-pox in 1721 was by no means 
deadly, whilst in bad constitutions, and with 
exposure and neglect, it was extensively fataL 
Tet of these differences, little account was taken 
by the Inoculators, and the malady was 
measured and discussed as though it was some- 
thing uniform like water or gold. Massey in 
one year had 49 cases of small-pox and one 
death; in Stepney an equal number of cases 
might have shown a mortality of 80 or 40 per 
cent.; whilst Dr. Nettleton reported that of 
1245 cases in Halifax and adjacent towns in 
Yorkshire, there died 270, or about 22 per 
cent. * 

One of Massey*s fears in relation to inocula- 
tion was the risk of poisoning the blood with 
more than small-pox. He was not disinclined 
to experiment with ** duly prepared children in- 
fected with small-pox by inspiration," for then — 

(* They will run no hazard of being infected 
by a leprous, venereal, or scrofulous taint that 
may, for aught we know, be transplanted by 
inoculation.'* \ 

Massey 's prescience has been woefully verified; 
is indeed under perpetual verification in the 
pollution and destruction of myriads of infants. 
The notion that virus with a complex of qualities 
can be transferred from one body to another, 
and operate with the single quality the operator 
is pleased to favour, is a notion that might pass 
muster in a manual of magic or folk-lore, but 
which never can have any warrant in human 
physiology. 

Of course the chief strength of the opponents 
of inoculation (ere experience gave them stronger 
ground) lay in the assertion of the folly of 
incurring a certain injury for an uncertain 
advantage. Whatever the risk of small-pox to 
those who have it, yet large numbers, it was 
argued, pass through life untouched ; and why 
should they make themselves sick, and risk 
their lives in order to obtain a superfiuous 
security ! J 



* Mr. MaiUand^t Account cf InoeulaHng ths SmaU'Pox 
VindiMUed. London, 1722, p. 20. 
t LetUr to Dr. Jurxn, p. 12. 
X Jwnn*» Yearly Account of Inoculation^ p. 13. 



The frequent assertion that the clergy 
thundered against inoculation is untrue and 
invented for effect. The Rev. Edmund Massey, 
Lecturer of St. Alban, Wood Street, did preach 
a sermon against the new practice, and a fair 
sermon it was, according to the standard of ser- 
mons. Maitland published some remarks on 
the sermon, to which Massey rejoined ; and if 
I select a passage from the rejoinder it will 
prove, better than any description, that the 
divine was more than a match for the surgeon. 
Said Massey to Maitland — 

*' Inoculation, in your sense, is an engrafbnent 
of a corrupted body into a sound one; an 
attempt to give a man a disease, who is in per- 
fect health, which disease may prove mortaL 

"This I said was tempting Providence. 

"To which you reply, It resembles that of 
a person who leaps out of a window for fear of 
fire ; and surely that can never be reckoned a 
mistrust of Providence. 

" No, certainly. Sir, if his house be really on 
fire, and the stairs burnt. *Tis the only probable 
way of safety left ; and if the leap should kill 
him, the action could neither be called sinful or 
impnident. But what should we say to a man, 
who jumped out of the window when his house 
was not a-fire, only to try what he might per- 
haps be forced to do hereafter? This mad 
action exactly hits the case between us. For if 
my house be not on fire, that is, if I am i^ no 
apparent danger, what need I jump out at the 
window ? What occasion is there to inoculate 
me? 

**To carry on your own allegory, I would 
ask you. Sir, what human or divine authority 
you have to set a man's house on fire, that is, 
put a man who is in perfect health in danger of 
his life by a fit of illness ? His own consent is 
not sufficient, because he has no more lawful 
power over his own life or health tlian you have, 
to put either of them in hazard." * 

In short, nothing can be more unfounded 
than the assumption in literature, popular and 
professional, that Maitland and Montagu were 
confronted by a crowd of howling fanatics over 
whom they triumphed as light over darkness. 
Marvellous is the imbecility wherewith bio- 
graphers and historians reproduce the fables of 
any inventive predecessor. 

I shall now proceed to show that the practice 
of inoculation introduced by Cotton Mather to 
New England, and by Maitland to England 

* LctUr to Mr. Maitland in Vindication of the Sermon 
againtt Inoculation. London, 1722. 
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collapsed in a few years under stress of the 
mischiefis and fiatalities which attended it ; that 
it was revived in a subsequent generation ; that 
it proved a firightfol curse wherever introduced ; 
and that finally it was abandoned and forbidden 
in the western world with execration. 



AN INQUIRY INTO THE DEFENCE OF 
COMPULSION IN THE MATTER OF 
VACCINATION. 

The advocates of the Vaccination Laws are 
actuated by two ultimate reasons in their sup- 
port of the prmciple of compulsion, which 
underlie all their arguments, and to which, as 
their radical bases, all unsordid motives for 
supporting such exceptional legislation may be 
directly referred. One reason or pretext put 
forward in vindication of the resort to measures 
80 extreme, is the benevolent one of desiring — 

1st, To promote the iubatanticU good of tlie 
children of (a) those who a/re indifferent 
about, and (h) those who object to Vaccination 
per «e. 

The other reason, which springs more espe- 
cially from the innate principle of self-protec- 
tion, is — 

2ndly, To mcbke swre that such un-vaccinated 
children shall not become a source of danger 
to them the (vaccinated) and to thei/r vaccinated 
children. 

It has seldom, if ever, been publicly sought 
to justify the compulsory enforcement of the 
practice in question, simply on the ground of 
plea the first — the assumed benefit to the chil- 
dren who might otherwise remain in the 
natural condition ; although, united with the 
second, the first pretext has been urged occa- 
sionally as an adjunct. 

The two reasons thus advanced, as will 
readily be seen, raise distinct questions, and to 
consider them separately will farCiUtate their 
critical examination. Taking the first in order, 
it will be observed to have reference to two 
classes of children; class a, children without 
parents or guardians, or whose parents, guar- 
dians, or care*takers are neglectful or careless ; 
having either so little interest in the child, or 
so slight a sense of responsibility, or of the im- 
portance of the subject, as to have given little 
or no thought to it ; or being so uncertain as to 
whether the balance of advantage lay on the 
nde of the practice or its omission as with 
kuue^famre indifference to allow nature to take 
heat own ooane : and olass 6, whose parents or 



guardians have an antipathy to Vaccination on 
what they believe to be sufficient and convin- 
cing grounds. As to the power, or moral right 
which a legislature may justly possess to step in 
and define the obligations of parents, guardians, 
or care-takers of children of class a, to prescribe 
and ynplant or cause to be implanted a certain 
form of disease, it does not fall within the scope 
of the present paper to inquire;* such people 
feel no particular interest in the matter, and 
can plead no scruple about it: we are at 
present dealing with the question of coercion of 
those who, as protectors of their children, have 
decided objections to Vaccination, and who feel 
or believe this form of State medicine to be 
peculiarly aggressive, and an invasion of the 
natural rights of mankind. If it be a defen- 
sible proceeding — ^which remains to be proved — 
to compel by law the Vaccination of children 
of class a, it is another matter to urge that 
those who desire the good of class b — the un- 
vaccinated children of their neighbours who 
dissent from State medicine — can properly 
make penal laws to compel such dissenting 
neighbours to accept a medical dogma, having 
for its leading feature the diseasing of the 
healthy, simply because they themselves be* 
Ueve it beneficial, moral, and wise thus to '* de- 
grade" the blood of helpless infants, with per- 
haps the lowest form of filth — ^vitalised diseased 
matter thrown off by the body of a beast. In 
99 cases out of lOD they beUeve in it without 
having ever made it their business to investigate 
the foundation on which the creed is accepted. 
It is reconmiended by his physician, and at 
present that is usually enough for the average 
man. 

Now, it may be argued that any object, the 
attainment of which can be alleged in defence 
of intolerance of the medical heresy of the 
parent who declines a prescription for a child in 
sound healthy can be no higher in its aim 
than the objects formerly assigned for enforce- 
ment of prescriptions of a religious character ; 
and yet the assertion of a right appertaining to 
those versed in theological dogma, to interfere 
in the judgment and opinions of the parent in 



*Thi8 involTes the question, How far a minority, or other- 
wise expressed, the State, should properly have absolute 
power to inflict a disease with professedly benefloent inten* 
tion- -absolute only because of the apathy of parents, &&, or 
the defenoelessness or friendlessness of children ; while, at 
the same time, its power is far from alNWlute, and can easily 
be defeated as against a child with a natural protector, as 
daily experience proves. In a word, Does the defenceles»> 
ness create a prarogatiTe which ia otherwise defeasible T 
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matters of religion, after being long and tena- 
cioQBly maintained, by ecclesiastical authority, 
as positive in its opinion, and as unanimous in 
a given country as ever medical authority has 
been since, was subsequently abandoned ; and 
that it was abandoned righUy is the judgment 
of an overwhelming majority at the p];^sent 
day. In this example, besides the question of 
ensuring the good of the child — and not merely 
a temporal but an eternal good, as was then 
supposed — there was the further question of 
securing the community also from a contami- 
nation involving consequences then beUeved to 
be eternally disastrous. Thus, this first pretext 
for coercion in the matter of Vaccination cannot 
be said to seek a higher object than that 
which ecclesiastical authority sought, when it 
advanced its generally rejected pretensions. It 
may be objected, however, that although the 
securing against a merely temporal, bodily 
ill, be not claimed as a greater or worthier 
end than the securing of an eternal good. 
Vaccination, nevertheless, imports a good to 
mankind which we have more unexceptionable 
reasons to warrant our using force to endea- 
vour to achieve, and to compel others to 
accept ; that, in fact, the best way to reach 
the highest good may not be so clearly and. 
certainly known, as the best manner of 
securing a good of minor importance. This 
opens up a host of debatable points at once, 
the satisfactory proving of most, if not all 
of which, must precede the admission that a 
proper, laudable, efficient and not seriously 
and fatally objectionable way of compassing this 
physical good, is by making infantile Vaccina- 
tion compulsory; otherwise it is open to dis- 
pute whether it be really a good which, as 
compared with the spiritual good referred to, we 
have ** more unexceptionable reasons to warrant 
our using force to endeavour to achieve." The 
points on which the acceptance of this averment 
hinges are really assumptions, into the vaUdity 
of which space does not admit of examining : 
to mention some of them briefly may be suffi- 
cient; such as — that a partial law is warran- 
table, which operates against a child, but 
exempts the adult, " guilty " of precisely the 
same ** offence," and also exempts the un-re- 
vaccinated, assumed to be similarly dangerous : 
— the assumption that satisfactory protection is 
the result : — ^that smaU-pox is due to happen as 
the normal condition of things, and that most 
people would probably catch it without Vac- 
cination: — that the advantage is in excess 



of any disadvantage: — ^that a much debated 
medical theory, as to the beneficence of dis- 
ease, is nevertheless sufficiently faultless to 
justify the making penal its non-acceptance : — 
that a healthy child is a source of danger, and 
an intolerable pubUc nuisance, demanding Par- 
liamentary interference: — that the non-inter- 
ruption by a parent of the natural health of his 
child is no longer his sacred duty, but that, on 
the conticary, by his refusal to interrupt it at the 
bidding of a doctor backed by a law of doctors' 
procuring, he becomes a criminal : — that a rich 
man should properly be able to purchase im- 
munity from the operation of the law, but 
that a poor man, charged with precisely the 
same thing, must submit to it or go to 
gaol: — that it is right, physiologically and 
morally, to transfuse vitalised disease matter 
derived from the running sores of a beast, 
forcibly and directly into the blood and life 
of a child: — that it is right to mix up the 
diseases of human beings, or risk doing so, as 
well as to mix up the diseases of beasts with 
those of men and enforce that also : — ^that con- 
science, as it affects medical matters, is an in- 
admissible plea from a dissenter from medical 
dogma: — ^that they that be whole do need a 
physician: — that the same Association which, 
tmtil comparatively recently. extoUed periodical 
blood-letting, extensive medical use of alcohol, 
mercury, &c., and notably inoculation with 
small-pox matter, is yet sufficiently infallible 
to be implicitly trusted when urging penal 
legislation in support of another medical postu- 
late : — that statistics compiled by men strongly 
committed to, and deeply interested in main- 
taining a certain theory are to be implicitly 
received, while the means and opportunity of 
checking those statistics are steadily and per- 
tinaciously denied : — that small-pox has not in- 
creased pari passu with the extension of 
Vaccination by law: — ^that strong protests 
against the present law as unjust, made by 
many divines, by eminent thinkers, doctors, 
lawyers, statesmen and journals, like the Medical 
Times and Gazette, count for little or nothing : 
that the late return of the Registrar-General 
showing an increase in the mortality of children 
under one year, from eight diseases only, either 
inoculable or arising from debility, of nearly 
25,000 per million since Vaccination was made 
obligatory, may be silently ignored, and that it 
has no connexion vrith inflEUitile blood-poisoning 
by Vaccination whatever : — ^that in the face of 
the late announcement by the Irish Local 
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Govermnent Board, that the lymph procured 
ai that oommonly used now has admittedly 
been, viz. , by inoculating calves or cows with 
small-pox vims " would communicate that dis- 
ease to a human subject, and be thereby a 
fertile source of propagating that disease " — that 
the continuing to enforce this very danger thus 
denounced, is not an atrocious piece of tyranny : 
—that diseases as bad or worse than small- 
pox — ^hereditary diseases, etc., are not Uable 
to be transmitted in Vaccination, and are 
not frequently so conveyed, &c., &c. We 
shall not at present discuss the merits or de- 
merits of these various assumptions; all are 
open to challenge ; dissent from many of them 
is, with an increasing number of thoughtful 
men, a matter not merely of opinion, but of 
conscience; their frequent readiness to suffer 
the loss of all things, and a prison itself, in 
obedience to their convictions, is the eloquent 
measure of their sincerity. A successful attack 
on anyone of these positions might involve the 
extinction altogether of the claim to a right of 
coercion on the footing of beneficent inten- 
tion. Their mention is sufficient to show on 
what debatable grpimd pretext No. 1 is found 
to proceed ; and they must be steadily borne in 
mind in considering it, as also in considering 
the second, in regard to which they have an 
equal application. 

Pretext No. 2 is the chief argument put for- 
ward in vindication of compulsion in the matter 
of Vaccination, and rests upon the old-fashioned 
instinct of self-preservation. However it may 
be expressed, the idea in the mind of its advo- 
cates is that, assuming that un-vaccinated chil- 
dren are liable and likely to take small-pox, 
their doing so would be a source of danger to 
tiie vaccinated, to be provided against efifec- 
toaUy. Passing over the matter of this assump- 
tion, on which much could be said per contra, 
the natural reply is: — If the vaccinated are 
really protected, as they claim to be, how can 
the un- vaccinated so imperil them? Such a 
confession of danger to the vaccinated dis- 
parages gravely the claimed protection, and 
the more strongly the danger is alleged, so much 
the more grave is the disparagement ; and now 
that a nm'TiiiTmnn " danger ** of 2} to 5 per cent, 
of un-vaccinated children has, on the best 
authority^ been reached, the very minuteness of 
their admitted proportion lends to that dis- 
paragement all the greater emphasis. The 
alleged protection being the plea for and justifica- 
tion of O(nnpiil8i0n, in bo far as real danger from 
aman^pox to the vaccinated is admitted, just so 



far is the case for compulsion shorn of its 
weight. This is usually admitted ; indeed, it is 
self-evident and axiomatic ; but then follows, as 
a rule, the attempt to elude the logical conse- 
quence of the admission, by taking up this posi- 
tion, in which compulsion considers itself 
securely intrenched, namely, that, though vac- 
cination is a preventive it is not an infallible 
one, and that therefore, as some danger to the 
vaccinated still remains, precautions, to guard 
the vaccinated against that danger, arising from 
the presence of un-vaccinated children, are still 
urgently needed : that, in other words, the pro- 
tection believed to be conferred by the operation 
is not complete enough to warrant the exemp- 
tion of the un-vaccinated, consistently with a 
due regard to the safety of the vaccinated, yet 
that it is BO far a preventive as to justify, in the 
interests of the vaccinated, a resort to compul- 
sion of others who object to it, in order to 
ensure to the vaccinated that measure of safety 
which it is assumed or believed to confer. This 
is the usual defence of compulsion fairly stated ; 
let us see whether it rests on a reasonable basis, 
when we come to examine it critically and trace 
out the argument to its legitimate conclusion. 
The list of assumptions or considerations 
already given, amongst others too numerous to 
cite, should of course, as has been said, be satis- 
factorily disposed of and substantiated, before 
pretext either No. 1 or No. 2 could be seriously 
entertained ; but limiting the argument for the 
present to the above basis the case stands 
thus: — 

It is contended above that the protection " is 
not complete enough to warrant the exemption 
of the un-vaccinated,** &c. This is an asser- 
tion that, not merely the potency of vaccine for 
its purpose shall justify compulsion, but the 
tmpotency also. We have, however, seen just 
now that, if the impotency of vaccine is 
admitted, ** just so far is the case for compul- 
sion shorn of its weight,** — ^not added to. We 
must, therefore, flEill back on its potency ; that 
the protection is complete enough to warrant 
the coercion of the un-vaccinated, and we are 
committed to this position : — 

Compulsion is only defensible on account of 
the alleged largeness of the protection of Vac- 
cination, and in direct proportion to the extent 
and perfection of that protection, for, on the 
other hand, if the efficacy of the protection 
went on reducing constantly, at a certain 
point of this decline in its power the extent of 
the protection would be so minimised as to 
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cease to justify compulsion.^^ Conseqaently it 
remains that the case for compulsion is more or 
less strong in direct proportion as the " protec- 
tion " is more or less perfect. Syllogistically 
stated the argument is this : — 

Compulsion of the un-vaccinated, for the 
safety of the vaccinated, is defensihle in propor- 
tion as entire protection is approached : 

But, in proportion as entire protection is ap- 
proached, the danger to the protected from 
small-pox becomes less : 

Therefore — compulsion of the un-vaccinated, 
for the safety of the protected, is defensible in 
proportion as the danger to the protected from 
smaU-poz becomes less. 

Or, otherwise expressed — The leas danger 
there is of the vaccinated catching small-pox, the 
more reason why others should be coerced, lest 
they (the vaccinated) should catch it. It there- 
fore follows that, if there were absolutely no 
danger remaining to the vaccinated, there 
would be all the more reason for enforcing vac- 
cination on others, to save the *' protected" 
from a danger admittedly non-existent. Conse- 
quently the necessity for compulsion is greatest 
when it is least ! 

The manifest absurdity of such a conclusion, 
naturally resulting from the premises, necessi- 
tates, it is submitted, the abandonment of plea 
or pretext No. 2, which, if it be incompatible 
with sound reason, clearly nothing is added 
to the cogency of plea No. 1, by advancing 
the two together, a thing not unfrequently 
done in the belief that they are mutu- 
ally supporting. An argument, or reason 
proved to be intrinsically absurd, like the 
second one, can, however, add nothing but 
weakness to the first; and that the fbrst, or 
benevolence pretext, cannot stand alone may be 
inferred; indeed, the very subordinate place 
assigned to it on the one hand, shows how con- 
scious the few who employ it are of its insuffi- 
ciency : the many whose sheet anchor, on the 
other hand, is the plea of justification on the 
score of self-protection are, it would seem, in 
unsuspecting ignorance of the dilemma, in 
which its advocacy can be readily shown to 
place them. F. D. 



FBOor Against Small-Pox. — There are some 
upon whom the contagion of small-pox has no 
influence.— Sir Thomas Watson in Nineteenth 
Century, Dec. '77, p. 726. 

'That thif poiiit hM been reached lonflf ilnoe, ia pari of the 
contention ot the anti-iraocinaton. 



PROFESSOR F. W. NEWMAN ON THE 
BARBARISM OF VACCINATION. 

[In future years it may be taken for proof of 
fixed and fearful opinion upon Vaccination, that 
in neither the Nineteenth Century, nor the Con- 
temporary or Fortnightly Reviews, in which 
the free expression of opinion is in general 
chivalrously allowed, would an article be 
accepted in reply to Sir Thomas Watson on 
Compulsory Vaccination. After the lapse of a 
year, Professor Newman has, however, obtained 
a partial hearing in the Contempora/ry Beview 
for June, under cover of a disquisition on " The 
Barbarisms of Civilization,** and thus delivers 
himself with the cogency and force which are 
the habit of his mind. — Ed.] 

The physicians and physiologists who had so 
cleverly persuaded Parliament in 1848 to make 
the pollution of rivers compulsory were so elated 
with their success that very soon their ambition 
assumed new audacity. Sir Robert Peel died 
in 1850 by a fall from his horse ; but they had 
already beset him with the project of making 
Vaccination compulsory : a thing which he pro- 
tested the English public would never endure. 
He did not know how cleverly a devoted clique 
would manage the midnight hours of a wearied 
Parliament, nor what energy a united faculty 
could put forth when it had attained permanent 
office for ambitious schemers. The analogy 
was so beautiful between defiling the natural 
streams with a view to the pubUc health and 
defiling the blood in the arteries with a view to 
the health of the individual, that those who had 
been bitten and infected with rabies for the one 
scheme took naturally and kindly to the other. 
No pubUc debate took place on the topic, even 
among medical men ; much less was any 
notoriety given to the debates in Parliament, if 
there were any, concerning compulsory Vaccina- 
tion. Apparently the thing was managed in 
the mode now esteemed orthodox. Various 
esteemed medical men talked over the editors 
of London ^^DaQies:" it would seem that a 
" conspiracy of silence " was achieved in that 
early day ; and, to use a very modem phrase, 
the whole thing "was sprung upon us" un- 
awares, in 1853, just when our heads were get- 
ting full of Menchikoff and the Sultan, of 
Hungary and Austria, and much beside of 
foreign affairs. The Crimean War came, and 
was fought out, and departed, without one man 
in a hundred, out of those who were too old to 
have infant children, being aware of any change 
concerning Vaccination. But in the mMioal 
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profession itself there had always been avowed 
and pertinacions enemies of the practice. A 
small section of the nation knew and abhorred 
the law of oompnlsion. Out of this small but 
resolute school came stem remonstrances and 
solemn warning to the medical officials that 
Vaccination, especially from arm to arm, was 
apt to convey any or every blood disease. But 
the officials spumed them as mere ** quacks." 
Within twenty years, however, the confessions 
of able pro-vaodnators were overpowering. 
Mr. Simon, medical officer to the Privy Cotmcil, 
could not deny the fact, but alleged that the 
operator must have dipped his lancet too deep, 
and taken a drop of blood. He did not, and 
does not, guarantee any one against a like mis- 
adventure in the future. The pro-vaccinators 
have not learned to blush at their persistent and 
rade denial of what is now a confessed danger. 
Sir Thomas Watson, an aged and leading 
physician, only last year (June No. of the Nine- 
teenth Century) calls the chance of foul disease 
from the Vaccination now orthodox *' a ghastly 
risk," and praises the father who will go to 
prison rather than permit it Yet Sir Thomas 
Watson so hugs Vaccination that he advocates 
the infusion of disease into calves in order to get 
cow-pox at first Tumd. 

This is no place for nice medical argument, 
if the writer had tenfold knowledge ; but many 
broad facts glare upon every one who has open 
eyes. In history, in theology, and equally in 
medicine, we have often to remember that tiiere 
are some assertions, some doctrines, so para- 
doxical, BO opposed to common sense, that when 
it is asked, what sort of evidence would avail 
to prove them ? we are driven to reply, that we 
cannot imagine any: they are intrinsically 
iQoredible. Such to us is the doctrine that the 
Supreme God became a bull and a swan, and 
much beside which might be named. It gene- 
rally happens that precisely those doctrines 
which thus startle us as incredible are eminently 
devoid of any proof that deserves regard. Just 
so is it here. A priori,— iha.t is, from all the 
hght of received physiology and ordinary com- 
mon information, — ^we believe that the stronger 
is vitality, the sturdier is the resistance to con- 
tagion ; and the purer the blood, the stronger is 
vitality. That corruption infused into the blood 
can secure us from contagion is certainly most 
implausible, — scarcely credible, — a doctrine not 
to be received without overwhelming proof. 
Yet no proof from science is even pretended, but 
only a proof from perfectly ridiculous statistics, 
— ndicnlousy because ill imagined from the 



beginning, and variously self-refuting. As an 
eminent Austrian physician has lately argued: 
— If tables were now drawn up to show how 
many of the vaccinated, and how many of the 
unvaccinated, die of diphtheria, the figures, if 
applied with the most perfect skill and faimess 
imaginable, must end in making out either the 
one side or other to have more deaths : thus (if 
the logic used concerning small-pox be admitted) 
it will be made out that either Vaccination or 
non- Vaccination tends to secure from diphtheria. 
Of course that would be nonsense; and why 
not equal nonsense to infer from statistics that 
Vaccination saves from small-pox ? Meanwhile, 
the awful fact on a great scale confronts us, that 
smaU-pox has become more and more prevalent, 
more and more fatal, since Vaccination has 
been made compulspry. Now at last the cause 
comes out without a blush of shame from our 
orthodox schooL The Government vaccinators 
have for many years obtained a large part of 
what they call lymph (a fraudulent name— jm«, 
or matter, is the only right word) by inoculating 
calves or bullocks with small-pox. The result 
in the animals they are pleai^d to call cow-pox^ 
and when the poisonous matter is transferred 
back to human infants they assume that it will not 
reproduce small-pox ! ! But while this doctrine 
is orthodox in London, the Local Government 
Board in Dublin allows no such dealing ; for on 
February 10th last it warned all vaccinators that 
such proceeding spreads small-pox by inocula- 
tion, and is a crime against the law. Another 
broad fact^is, the widespread suffering, disease, 
and death which Vaccination causes in infants. 
A third is, the utter failure of Vaccination to 
prevent small-pox, and the zeal of doctors for 
re-Vaccination. Numbers of the re-vaccinated 
have caught small-pox within a year or a month 
after. The medical men who pretend (to the 
vulgar and to the ignorant) that Vaccination is 
'* a real and easy preventive " of small-pox often 
reply, when confronted with the fact of failure, 
either that the Vaccination canvnot have been (I) 
well performed; others pretend (without a 
particle of proof) that the force of Vaccination 
lasts for seven years only ; a figment which, if 
true, would not be to the purpose, would not 
relieve the facts. Finally (what to the present 
writer is by itself decisive), unless the ca/iises of 
small-pox be removed (generally some impurity 
in the air or in the food), those causes will work 
mischief somehow. To throw an eruptive 
disease back into the system is proverbially 
dangerous. If Vaccination had this tendency, 
so much the more dangerous must it be ; for it 
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cannot remove the canses of small-pox. More- 
over, what right has any physician to neglect 
the cores of small-pox, by which herbalists, 
hydropaths, and Turkish bath keepers £uad it 
a most tractable disease? Some barbarians 
bastinado an unfortunate patient when he is 
seized by ague : is it less barbarous to infuse 
corruption into the blood of a healthy man, as 
precaution against a disease which may not 
occur at all ? The last sentence touches on a 
great and critical fact. No doctor, no legislator 
has any right to assault the body of a healthy 
child or man under pretence of providing for 
the public health. A medical man, whatever 
his celebrity, proclaims his own folly when he 
entitles a healthy child a fountain of disease. 
These doctors, when they consent to stick by 
their own logic, avow, that as fast as a man or 
child throws oft the effects of cow-pox, he be- 
comes liable to small-pox, and therefore ought 
to be cow-poxed again. (It is not really cow- 
pox, but it is certainly disease.) Thus they 
confess that they dread perfect health : (must 
we add, of course a healthy person pays them 
no fees ?) they want to keep us in permanent 
cow-pox; yes, and they know not what more 
beside they may infuse into the blood. But, 
what is here urged mainly, a legislator usurps, 
if he forbid perfect health ; he might as well 
command vice. Legislators who do not despise 
the physician who weeps over healthy children 
as dangerous have less good sense than most 
barbarians. 



The Value of Medical Certificates and 
Statistics. — An article on " Certificates of 
Death,*' by Mr. Henry May, Health Officer to 
the Aston Union, Birmingham, says : ** In cer- 
tificates given by us voluntarily, and to which 
the public have access, it is scarcely to be ex- 
pected that a medical man will give opinions 
which may tell against or reflect upon himsetf 
in any way, or which are likely to cause annoy- 
ance or injury to the survivors. In such cases 
he will most likely tell the truth, but not the 
whole truth, and assign some prominent symp- 
tom of the disease as the cause of death. As 
instances of cases which may tell against the 
medical man himself, I will mention erysipelas 
from Vaccination, and puerperal fever. A death 
from the first cause occurred not long ago in my 
practice, and although I had not vaccinated the 
child, yet in my desire to preserve Vaccination 
from repro<ich I omitted all mention of it from 
my certificate of death!" 



ANOTHER SCENE AT FARINGDON. 

At the Petty Sessions at Faringdon, Berks, on 
the 8rd of June, Mr. Joseph Abel appeared in 
answer to a vaccination summons. There were 
present on the bench, Messrs. T. L. Goodlake, 
D. Bennet, H. Palk, and W. H. Butler. When 
the case was called, Mr. Goodlake said, that as 
he had been objected to as chairman of the 
Board of Guardians, he would leave the bench. 
Mr. Abel rephed that he need not do so, for he 
did not mind; but Mr. Goodlake answered, 
"You always have objected, and so I shall 
leave." Mr. Abel was then charged with dis- 
obedience to orders given by Mr. W. Dundas to 
vaccinate his two children within six weeks, and 
questioned as to whether guilty or not guilty, he 
replied, "If I were guilty. Gentlemen, I would 
not have appeared before you once, much less 
29 times. I object to Vaccination solely on 
conscientious grounds, beUeving it to be a sin 
against God." Chairman: "Guilty, or not 
guilty." Mr. Abel: "My children are not 
vaccinated and never will be." Chairman: 
"If you plead not guilty, it will only add to 
expenses." Mr. Abel: "If you mean guilty in 
disobeying the orders, in that sense I am ready 
to plead guilty. Nevertheless, I would refer 
you to two cases similar to mine, one at Bugby 
and one in London, where the bench dismissed 
the defendants ; or, if you cannot venture so far, 
I would ask you to do as has been done at 
Swindon, Malmesbury, and Oxford, inflict a fine 
of Is, or, as the bench did at Bedford on the 
12th of May in five cases, fine 6d and 2s costs. 
I can give you a list of about sixty vaccination 
cases in only four of which the fall penalty has 
been inflicted. I hope you will accept these 
precedents, and deal as mercifully with me. 
Mr. Haines, the prosecuting attorney: "As I 
have not defended the case, I shall not ask for 
my fee." After a short consultation, the 
Chairman said, " It is very kind of Mr. Haines, 
but as Mr. Abel has not complied with the law, 
and expresses his firm determination not to do 
so, we shall not deviate from our usual custom, 
but shall fine him the full amount for each child, 
20s, with costs 8s 6d each, total £2 17s." Mr. 
Abel refused to pay the money, and said, 
"Gentlemen, soon, perhaps sooner than you 
expect, you will have to appear before the Lord, 
the righteous judge, who will award you 
righteous judgment, and not such judgment as 
you have awarded me." 

Mr. E. Abel, brother of the defendant, 
the fines and costs. 
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list of fines and costs imposed on Joseph Abel, 
of Faringdon, Berks, for refusing to have 
his two children vaccinated. 

1876. 

March 7. Fine 208. Costa 8e.6d., £1 8 6 

May 6. Costs Os. 9d., 9 9 

„ 23. Fine 208, Costs 78. 6d., 17 6 

Prosecuting Solicitor's Fee, 110 

Jane 23. Costs 9s. dd. Extra Cost for 

Distress Warrant 5s., 14 9 

Aug. 8. FineaOs. Costs Ss. 6d.,.. 1 8 6 

Prosecuting Solicitor's Fee, 1 1 

Oct. 3. Costs 9 9 

„ 31. Fine 20s. Costs 78. 6d.. 1 7 6 

Prosecuting Solicitor's Fee, 1 1 

Nov. 28. Costs, 10 9 

1877. 

Jan. 9.Fine20s. Costs Os. 6d., 1 9 6 

Prosecuting SoUcitor's Fee, 1 1 

Msr. 6. Costs, 10 9 

Msy 8. Fine208. Costs 88. 6d 1 8 6 

Prosecuting SoUcitor's Fee, 1 1 

June 26. Costs, 10 9 

July 31. Fine 20s. Costs 8s. 6d., 1 8 6 

Prosecuting SoUcitor's Fee, 110 

Oct. 2. Costs (two children), 19 6 

„ 30. Fine ditto., 2 

Costs ditto 19 

Prosecuting SoUcitor's Fee, 110 

1878. 
Jan. 22. Costs (two children), .. . 116 

Feb. 26. Fine40s. Costs 1 78. do 2 17 

Prosecuting SoUcitor's Fee, 110 

Sep. 17. Costs (two children), 13 6 

Nov. 6. Fines ditto 2 

Costs ditto 19 

Prosecuting SoUcitor's Fee, 2 2 

Two C]k)nunitment Warrants, 3 

1879. 

Mar. 22. Costs (two children), 116 

Jime 3. Fines ditto 2 

Costs ditto 17 



£39 16 



As has heen long known, appeals to reason 
snd pity are wasted on the dull obstinacy of 
the Faringdon Bench. 

** Satire or sense, alas ! can Sponis feel T* 

But we wonld point to the preceding record and 
inquire, what credit it does to the majesty and 
the grace of English law ? If all an ti- vaccinators 
were dealt with as Mr. Joseph Abel, we should 
none the less protest against the tyranny ; but 
even tyranny commands a certain sort of respect 
when it is consistent and inflexible ; but what is 
to be said of a tyranny which for the same 
offence inflicts a fine of 6d. in one parish and 
208. in another I Was ever such an abuse heard 
of in England as law at discretion — ^pains and 
penalties deUvered over to the caprice of any 
fellows who happen to be magistrates t Perhaps 
nothing is more disquieting to thoughtful 
observers than the indifference wherewith such 
a recurrent scandal as that at Faringdon is re- 
guded. Time was when the tyranny of a 



compulsory vaccination law was pronounced by 
a statesman like Sir Robert Peel, " unendurable 
by the English people *' ; but now we not only 
have such a law, but submit to irregularities in 
its administration that would have stirred to 
the depths the indignation of a more vigorous 
poUtical generation. A Joseph Abel case thirty 
years ago would have been impossible ; but the 
effeminate imperialism of our new masters is 
careless concerning those safeguards of Uberty 
so jealously and wisely upheld by their sagacious 
forefathers. 



The Lancet for 22nd June, 1878, says — " The 
notion that animal lymph would be fi^ee from 
chances of syphiUtic contamination is so falla- 
cious that we are surprised to see Dr. Martin 
reproduce it, and so contribute to the perpetu- 
ation of the fanciful idea which too conunonly 
obtains on the origin of vaccini-syphilis." 

Iniquity by Law.— It is admitted on all 
hands, and by the highest medical authorities, 
that fatal blood poisoning has followed vaccina- 
tion in many cases ; yet it is made compulsory 
by law. Parents are fined or imprisoned, not 
only once, but dozens of times, for refusing to 
be accomplices in the possible murder of iheit 
helpless ofCspring. — Herald of Health, 

A Cry fbom Hampstead. — As is well-known, 
there is a small-pox hospital at Hampstead, 
which has been pronounced, after trial at law, 
a nuisance dangerous to the neighbourhood. 
Nevertheless it will not be closed until after 
appeal to a higher court, and meanwhile the 
terror continues. Mr. Willing writes to the 
Daily News fiom Upper Park-road, — " At the 
present moment so serious is the outbreak of 
small-pox around us that my family is absolutely 
confined to the house — really afraid to move out 
of doors — through dread of contagion. Within 
a few houses of where I live several persons are 
suffering from this mali^ant disorder. Our 
position, then, is this : Bather than remove the 
28 patients to a place where contagion could be 
prevented, the hospital authorities expose me 
and my neighbours, with our wives and 
daughters, to death or disfigurement through 
small-pox." — How strange are such complaints 
in the mouths of vaccinators 1 In Vaccination, 
they tell us, there is such absolute safety that 
not even a vaccinated nurse in a small-pox 
hospital ever catches the disorder. And yet 
with such an easy remedy, there is terror all the 
same 1 Why so faithless ? 
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MR. COLLEY AT LEAMINGTON. 

The Rev. Thomas Colley, according to the 
Leamington Chronicle of 6th June, was sum- 
moned before the Leamington bench to show 
cause why his daughter Clara had not been vac- 
cinated. Mr. Colley, in reply, said — That he 
understood Yabcination meant inoculation with 
virus taken from a cow; but, as practised at 
Leamington, the virus was derived from the 
arms of infiEUits, who had received the virus from 
other infants in backward series, until, at last, 
it was tainted with the diseases and depravi- 
ties of many generations. Sir Thomas Watson 
had said that compulsory Vaccination could 
not be enforced unless we revert to Jenner*s 
practice, and dismiss intermediary infants 
with the possibility of consumption, scrofala, 
and syphilis. What was Jenner's practice? 
Jenner derived cow-pox from *' grease ** in the 
horse ; but it was impious to graft the impurity 
of a beast into the purity of an infant. More- 
over, it was stated in the Lcmcet that '* the 
sooner it is understood that Vaccination is not 
an absolute protection against small-pox, the 
better.'* Hence compulsory r«- Vaccination was 
now the doctors' cry. He had himself been 
thrice vaccinated — as a child, as an Oxford un- 
dergraduate, and as a clergyman ; and he sup- 
posed it would presently become a counsel of 
sanitary perfection to be vaccinated annually. 
Jenner held that cow-pox did not lose its venom 
by passing through multitudinous children; 
but Dr. Wyld was of the contrary opinion, and 
held that there was no true security away from 
the cow. Jenner said — " If there were a real 
necessity for the renovation of lymph, I should 
not know what to do ; for the precautions of 
farmers, with respect to their horses [by the 
suppression of the affection called ** grease "] 
have driven cow-pox away." Dr. Wyld himself 
admitted that the culture and distribution of cow- 
pox was so difficult and expensive, that he 
prayed the Government to take it off his hands. 
Against Dr. Wyld they had to set Dr. Seaton, 
who maintained that cow-pox lost its power in 
transmission through calves, just as it did 
through infants ; and, lastly, Jenner emphati- 
cally testified that the cow-pox which did not 
originate in horse ** grease " was *' utterly useless 
as a defence against small-pox." When doctors 
thus differed, radically and hopelessly, what was 
he to do ? Vaccination certainly did not pre- 
vent small-pox, as was obvious from the returns 
of the London hospitals, where 90 per cent, of 
the patients were vaccinated. Again, the Re- 



turn, Vaccination MortaHty, (No. 488), 1878, 
published by order of the House of Commons, 
proved, that for every child that dies from 
smaU-pox, forty die from diseases induced by 
Vaccination. Mr. Colley then proceeded to show 
how absurdly statistics were handled at home 
and abroad to fortify the practice of Vaccina- 
tion. SmaJl-pox was a recurrent epidemic. 
Before Vaccination was ever heard of, it was 
sometimes absent from conununities for many 
years ; but now, when a country is free from 
small-pox, it is said, *' Behold 1 what we owe to 
Vaccination I " Then, when small-pox breaks 
out, and it is usually most virulent where Vac- 
cination is most practised, it is said, " O ! there 
must be some defect in the lymph, for it is quite 
impossible for small-pox to occur where there is 
efficient Vaccination." Thus vaccinators be- 
fool themselves and others. Finally, Mr. Colley 
made some excellent remarks on the wickedness 
of poisoning a child with a mixture of the cor- 
ruption of man and beast, in the vain expecta- 
tion of improving the handiwork ol God Almighty. 
He asked the Bench, if it was necessary to do 
an3rthing, to inflict a trifling ^q^ as was done 
in cases like his, at Boston and Bedford. Mr. 
Muddeman said that the Bench must administer 
the law as it stood. The flne would be Is., and 
lis. costs, and the child must be vaccinated 
within a month. [The Bench was at fault in 
law. Their business was to issue a vaccination 
order, and if that was not complied with, then 
to inflict a flne. — Ed.] 



Delicious I — Mr. Bompas, Q.C., who aspires 
to represent Marylebone in Parliament, informs 
the electors that ''A person not vaccinated is 
like a flaming flrebrand among the people ! " 

Enolish Fbeedom I — Mr. William Tebb has 
demonstrated the fact that there is one crime 
for which an Englishman may be peipetually 
imprisoned unless he can give his persecutors 
money. The persecutors are medical men who 
pursue him with sharp lancets armed with 
poison. The poison is matter from a sore, con- 
taining the virus of one disease, and at times of 
many diseases, which the medical man is 
anxious to get into the blood of some baby that 
it may be made impure. Some babies are 
poisoned in this way so as to be diseased for 
long periods, and some are killed outright. The 
doctors know this very well, but they are quite 
willing to take the risk. Some parents are 
not so willing. — ^Db. Nichols in Herald of 
Health. 
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LEICESTER LEADS. 

At the weekly meeting of the Leicester Board 
of Guardians on Tnesday, 10th June, the Clerk 
(Mr. Chamberlain) read the following resolution, 
which had been adopted at a meeting in 
Humberstone-gate the previous evening — " That 
this meeting has heard with much satisfaction 
of a resolution asking the Leicester Board of 
Guardians to memorialise the Local Government 
Board to petition Parliament for the total repeal of 
the Compulsory Vaccination Acts, and earnestly 
trosts that so desirable a measure will receive 
the unanimous support of all those members oi 
the Board who profess to advocate civil and 
reUgious Uberty." 

Mr. Wright, in pusuance of notice, then 
moved the following resolution on the Vaccina- 
tion question — ** That an address be sent to the 
Local Government Board, stating that in the 
present unsettled condition of medical opinion 
in regard to the safety of using ordinary 
hmnanised lymph, as also of the safety, effective- 
ness, and possibility of the use of animal vaccine, 
and seeing also that the present system of 
fining for noncompliance with the compulsory 
clause is so unequally carried out, varying 
(according to the will of the magistrate and the 
Btate of public opinion in the district), from Id. 
np to 208., and that this system is practically 
one of compounding for the offence, and there- 
fore tends to bring all law into contempt ; it is, 
in the opinion of this Board, inexpedient and 
unjust to enforce Vaccination under penalties 
upon those who regard it as undesirable or 
dangerous. The Guardians of Leicester Union 
therefore humbly pray that the Local Govern- 
ment Board will take such steps as will 
effectually relieve them from the charge of 
intolerance in arraigning before the magistrates 
people, and especially the poor, who, on con- 
scientious grounds, object to Vaccination." He 
said the Board as prosecutors were too little 
regarded by the magistrates in this matter. 
The majority of the people in the town were 
Nonconformists, and they all knew how strongly 
Nonconformists held out against the payment of 
a few pence because they would not support 
another man's religion; but with Vaccination 
the case was much stronger, because the people 
behoved in their consciences that they were 
protecting their children. He could not imder- 
stand the condition of mind of those who 
enforced the law, and saw people coming before 
the magistrates week after week, and fined lOs. 
He WAS a believer in perfect political and social 



Uberty, and he regretted that people were 
prosecuted because they would not give in to 
the medical dogma of Vaccination. There were 
laws which the magistrates did not and would 
not enforce, and he instanced the cases which 
the Rev. A. A. Isaacs brought before the 
Leicester magistrates for people selling goods 
on Sundays. The law was clear, and yet 
the Mayor refused to carry it out, and ordered 
the prosecutors to pay the costs, and he only 
wished the Mayor would do the same with anti- 
vaccinators. He also pointed out that at Bed- 
ford the magistrates infficted a fine of 6d. with 
2s. costs, and at Boston a fine of 6d. with Is. 
costs, and he thought Leicester ought not to be 
behind Boston and Bedford in this matter. 

Mr. Lennard seconded the motion, and said 
in a matter of compulsion they would expect to 
find uniformity of medical opinion ; but instead 
of this they found pome doctors advocating 
Vaccination once, others many times, and some 
in one way and some ia another, and they 
actually differed as to the material with which 
they were to vaccinate people. Now if Vacci- 
nation was the only preventive of small-pox, 
that it was said to be, it would never need com- 
pulsion to make the people of this country 
to adopt it ; and on the other hand, when they 
had hundreds of men who were ready to come 
forward and refute the arguments in favour of 
Vaccination, and thousands who could bring 
forward the testimony of their experience in 
their own famiHes of the evUs of Vaccination, 
they attempted to do by compulsion what had 
never yet been done. The State had tried to 
thrust down people's throats by threats what 
they could not convince them of by argument ; 
the State had appUed compulsion to make 
people have one creed and one form of worship, 
but in all cases where compulsion was appUed 
,in matters of conscience failure was the ine- 
vitable result. This law of compulsory Vac- 
cination was grossly inconsistent. It provided 
for the payment of a fine, even although 
it denied the right of private judgment ; and in 
some parts of the country a man might com- 
pound for his offence by Hie payment of a penny, 
while in other parts of the country a man might 
be subjected to penalties amounting to many 
pounds, and in one case a man had paid as 
much as £40 in respect of o^e child. Thus one 
man, for committing the same offence, and in 
the same degree, got off for a penny while 
another man had to pay many pounds. By 
means of this law the people were deprived of 
the stimulus that they would otherwise have to 
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secure pure air in their rooms, cleanliness in 
their habits, and good drainage in their houses, 
the neglect of which was after all the real cause 
of small-pox and all similar diseases. Vaccina- 
tion was not forced upon tramps and wandering 
people who Hved in close lodging-houses, who 
were likely to spreskd diseases, nor upon weakly 
children who had need of this protection if it 
was one, but upon healthy infants. Notwith- 
standing that the Vaccination officer, by fears 
and threats, induced many people to have their 
children vaccinated who had objections to it, 
there were over 200 people in Leicester who 
had paid the fine during the last twelve months 
rather than submit. As the Guardians of the 
poor they ought to do all they could to get the 
compulsory clause removed, because it operated 
with double severity upon them. 

Mr. Brewin supported the resolution. 

Mr. Moore though a believer in Vaccination 
protested against the people being prosecuted 
for holding opinions of their own. This memorial 
would have a considerable influence on the Local 
Government Board, and he suggested that the 
resolution should also be sent to other boards in 
the country calling their attention to the matter. 

Mr. Beal said he beUeved there were a great 
many doctors who vaccinated children, who 
believed it was a very wrong thing to do. One 
or two gentlemen might say *' oh," but it was a 
fact, and the late Dr. Derrington had told him 
so himsell 

Mr. Langham supported the resolution. 

Mr. Skillington said he had at one time two 
of his family ill with small-pox, one being 
vaccinated, and the other not, and the one who 
was vaccinated had the severest attack. 

Mr. Whitehead also supported the resolution. 

* Mr. Wright said that a doctor from India had 

told h\m that he had 4,000 cases of small-pox ia 

India under his observation, and those who had 

been vaccinated suffered the most. 

The resolution was then put and carried with- 
out a dissentient. 



LO, WK TURN TO THE CoUNTY ! — The BostoU 

magistrates recently fined a number of anti- 
vaccinators 6d. each to the disgust of the 
guardians, who have resolved to seek for severity 
elsewhere. At a recent meeting they instructed 
their vaccination officer to take proceedings 
against 140 non*vaccinators, and to have them 
up before the county magistrates, who are 
reckoned to be of sterner stuff, with less o' the 
miLk of human kindness than the contemptible 
borough juBtioes. 



A ST. ALBANS CASE. 

Mr. W. H. Aston Peake, Analytical Chemist, 
Harpenden, Herts, was summoned to appear 
before the magistrates at St. Albans, on 14th 
June, for neglecting to have his child, Elizabeth 
Sexton, vaccinated. Mr. Peake was proceeding 
to state his reasons for objecting to the opera- 
tion, when the magistrates informed bim that 
they could listen to no excuse, but one arising 
from thjB state of the child's health ; there might 
be much to say on his side of the question, but 
that they were there not to discuss the value of 
Vaccination, but to administer the law. 

After some further observations, in the course 
of which Mr. Peake informed the magistrates 
that under no circumstances would he allow his 
child to be vaccinated, they fined him 4s. 6d. 
and 10s. 6d. costs. It is due to the magistrates 
to say that they were perfectly courteous and 
considerate. _«_«. 

Amazing Statements. — At a recent meeting 
of the St. Saviour's Guardians, Southwark, there 
was a discussion on Vaccination, and Dr. W. T. 
Iliff was called upon for his opinion. He 
denounced anti-vaccinators for raking up stories 
to suit their purpose, and proceeded to mention 
two remarkable cases in his own experience. 
He had vaccinated two children, and the vaccine 
did not ** take." The children had no blemish 
upon them, but two or three days after the 
operation, they were laid up with sickness, and 
the mother told him that if they had been 
vaccinated, she would have ascribed their illness 
to Vaccination. It seems incredible that a man 
in his senses should make such a statement, and 
suppose he was fortifying Vaccination. Why, 
it is well known that many of the worst cases 
of Vaccination are those that do not ** take " — 
where the poison is retained in the system and 
is not got rid of, more or less effectually, by 
pustular discharge. In consistent ignorance, 
Dr. IlifT went on to assert that deaths among 
the vaccinated were rare, and that vaccinated 
nufses in small-pox hospitals got through their 
work unscathed. Lastly he said, that with the 
advance of sanitary reform it would not be 
necessary to enforce Vaccination so rigidly. 
Poor Tliff is not up to the mark of his profession, 
else he would know that sanitary reform has no 
influence over small-pox. Other forms of 
zymotic disease may be kept away by obedience 
to the laws of health, but the only security 
against small-pox is Vaticination. So says Dr. 
Seaton, and whoever says otherwise let him be 
anathema I 
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PREVENTIBLE— BUT HOW? 

It Ib admitted that there is a fearftd mortality 
from ^'preventible diseases.** Small-pox is one 
of these ** preventible diseases.** The question is 
— ^How is it to be prevented ? 

Qreat and sncoessfol efforts have been made 
by the Health Department of the Manchester 
Corporation to purify the city and lower the 
death-rate. Dr. Leigh, our Officer of Health, 
in hiB last report to the Health Committee, says 
— " The rate of mortahty of the last year (1877) 
is perhaps the lowest that has ever been known 
in Manchester, and the reduction conmienced 
with the inauguration of the Health Depart- 
ment.*' The whole of his report (with one ex- 
ception) is in praise of sanitary measures. The 
exception is where he commends the activity 
and zeal of the officers of disease — ^the vaccin- 
ators. 

Dr. Leigh reports that in 1876 and 1877 **the 
city suffered from a severe visitation of small- 
pox.** 1116 cases of small-pox were sent to the 
hospital at Monsall. In those two years there 
were 411 deaths from small-pox. It is fair to 
infer that nine-tenths of these victims of small- 
pox had been vaccinated. But that is not my 
point at present. I want to draw attention 
to the following statement by our Officer 
ol Health — '*This invasion of small-pox is 
always accidental, and has nothing to do with 
the ordinary death-rate of the city and its nor- 
mal causes.'* 

A most unfounded and misleading assertion ! 
It is unfounded, because small-pox is not '* acci- 
dental ; '* there is always a *' cause " for it ; and 
that cause is the presence of filth in the food, 
in the air, in the blood, and not the absence of 
Vaccination, which is adding impurity to im- 
purity; nor yet contagion, which may carry, 
but does not cause small-pox. 

Florence Nightingale's words are again worth 
quoting: — '*I have seen with my eyes, and 
smelt with my nose, small-pox growing up in 
first specimens, either in close rooms or in 
over-crowded wards, Vhere it could not, by 
any possibility, have been * caught,' but must 
have begun." 

Dr. Leigh's statement is "misleading," be- 
cause, if people believed and followed such 
teaching, they would pay no attention to sani- 
tary matters. It passes my comprehension how 
an Officer of Health dare assert that the *' nor- 
mal causes " of disease and death *' have noth- 
ing to do " with the production of small-pox. 
Dr. Ldgh nnut know that the presence of 



small-pox is a constant admonition against filth ; 
and in the next sentence he praises the officers 
for purifying the infected houses and clothing. 

My contention is, that the more Vaccination 
is practised, the more small-pox there is likely 
to be, because Vaccination is only a modified 
form of variolation or inoculation with small- 
pox matter. In proof of this, I will give 
the opinion of another Manchester doctor of 
medicine. I have before me a Beport on ths 
Present State of Vaccination, made at the re- 
quest of the Provincial Medical and Surgical 
Association in 1889, by a committee of 28 duly 
registered medical men, of whom Dr. John 
Baron, of Cheltenham, the biographer of Dr. 
Jenner, was chairman. Dr. Daniel Noble, of 
Manchester, was a member of this committee, 
whose Beport contains these words — ** The vac- 
cine disease is not the preventive of small-pox, 
but the small-pox itself — the virulent and con- 
tagious disease being a maUgnant variety." 

This confirms the statement of anti- vaccinators 
— ^that small-pox would probably have disap- 
peared had it not been propagated by Vaccina- 
tion. My conclusion is, that '*the devil of 
disease is to be driven out by the angel of 
health, and not by another devil of disease, 
although he may be less maUgnant than the one 
to be ejected." Henby Pitman. 

Manchester. 



HINTS ON LECTUBING.* 

Anti- Vaccinators are coilipelled to public- 
speaking. If they are too modest for the 
lecture-room, they are left without choice in 
the police-court ; and what we have to do, we 
should all strive to do in the best manner 
possible. To Mr. Henry Pitman the cause of 
anti- Vaccination owes much : his work has been 
as persistent as persuasive, and he has never 
hesitated to fulfil the eloquence of speech by the 
eloquence of example ; and in a little volume, 
Hints on Lecturing^ stuffed with facts, good 
sense and good advice, he goes as for as words 
can go to qualify his readers for speech efficient 
as his own. 



In our account of the reception of the Banbury 
Anti- Vaccinators from prison, the Bev. C. H. 
Gollyns was described as Bector of Wirksworth 
instead of late Head Master of Wirksworth 
Grammar School. 

* Hints an Lecturing, and Notes on the History of Short- 
handf Elocution, Phonography, Music, Logic, the JSstabHsK- 
metU cf ths Penny Post, and Paper Making. By Honiy Pil- 
mMi, London : F. Pitman. 20 Paternoster Bow, 1879. 
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DR. CARPENTER'S REVELATION. 

At the Croydon Police Court on the 14th of 
June, Mr. Frederick Cambridge and Mr. Francis 
Potter appeared in answer to summonses for the 
non- Vaccination of their children. Mr. Cam- 
bridge was represented by Mr. T. Young, who 
stated that whatever the Bench might do, his 
children never would be vaccinated. Mr. F. 
Potter spoke for himself, and having stated con- 
cisely the origin of the corruption wherewith it 
was proposed to pollute his child's blood, he was 
answered by Dr. Carpenter, who sat on the 
bench. The Doctor said he regretted the state 
of the law that summoned parents, and incmred 
their defiance, instead of giving the magistrates 
power to order the Vaccination of children 
irrespective of their parents* protests. With 
regard to lymph or vaccine, it was not animal 
matter at all. 

Mr. Potter — ^What ! Do you say that Jenner 
and other high authorities are wrong ? 

Dr. Carpenter — ^Yes ; they are wrong in 
ascribing it to animals. Lymph is of vegetable 
origin, it is procured from a fungoid growth, and 
if used with proper care, no possible harm can 
arise from its conveyance into the human 
system. He had vaccinated hundreds of 
children, and had never seen any ill result. He 
knew well the protective power of Vaccination, 
and the dire effects of small-pox among the un- 
vaccinated, who not only propagated the disease, 
but were the first to fall victims to it. He 
commended these remarks to Mr. Potter, and 
assured "^^^y that after Vaccination with pure 
lymph, carefully and properly performed, small- 
pox was impossible, and that it could do no mis- 
chief whatever. In the end, the Bench inflicted 
penalties to the amount of 89s. upon Mr. Cam- 
bridge, and a fine of 10s. and 5s. costs upon Mr. 
Potter. 

The editor of the Croydon Advertiser is ex- 
tatio over the new revelation. "It is indis- 
putable," he says, " that good service is done to 
mankind, when a mischievous error is set at 
rest for ever. Such a service was rendered by 
Dr. Carpenter when, in the calm but authorita- 
tive manner which befits a gentleman of his 
high standing and medical experience, he 
exposed the fallacious notions upon which the 
anti-vaccinationists have got up an unwhole- 
some agitation against the Compulsory Vacci- 
nation Act. The chief opposition to that 
beneficent measure has been founded upon the 
aBSumption that the vaccine lymph is an animal 
poison, and that ito introduction into the human 



system must therefore be fraught with dire 
results. This assumption was shown to be 
altogether erroneous, inasmuch as the vaccine 
lymph, instead of being of animal extraction is 
of vegetable origin. The fanatical argument 
about sowing corruption and reaping corruption 
has been destroyed by Dr. Carpenter, and there 
is no longer any valid excuse for evasion or 
defiance of the law. The compulsory act should 
now be rendered more stringent rather than 
undergo relaxation in any way. The safety of 
society is imperilled by a temporising policy. 
The ground has been completely cut from 
beneath the feet of the opponents of Vaccination, 
and it is difficult to see what fresh arguments 
they can urge. Their premises and conclusions 
have been demonstrated to be false, and may 
now go to keep company with the long list of 
similar fallacies exploded by modem science." 

The exposure and overthrow of Vaccination 
would be greatly hastened if revelations like 
those of Dr. Carpenter were commoner. Some 
readers may imagine that the editor of the 
Advertiser is quizzing the poor Doctor, but it 
is not so. A flunkey is often a consummate 
satirist — serenely unconscious of his mockery. 



*» PREMATURE DEATH."* 

One of the uncanny, bilious-looking Health 
Primers of Messrs. Hardwicke and Rogue's 
series lies before us ; and it is to be hoped that 
its exterior ugliness may prevent many looking 
into it for information. We fail to see the use- 
fulness of such a work to those who most 
require it. Presumably, it is written for the 
masses, and intended to show them how to 
avoid the deaths which are ''prematurely" 
carrying so many of them away. 

Throughout the book, the leading idea is that 
of Quarantine. Perhaps an exception should be 
made in the case of typhus, which, our author 
says, "is pre-eminently the fever of over- 
crowding and destitution ; " but why should any 
well informed man proceed to assert — *' which 
happily are becoming things of the past in 
this country"? Where, in this country, are 
over-crowding and destitution becoming things 
of the past ? Only where means are superior 
to needs. We are sick of the advice given ad 
nauseam to the poor in respect of the avoid- 
ance of diseases which are due to ills rarely 
faced by their advisers. 



*BMlth Primsri.— Death ; itt PromoHon and Prevention, 
Hardwicke and Bogue. Is. 
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SmaU-pox, or scarlet fever, or diphtheria, ap- 
pears in exoesslYe severity and prevalence, 
whereon our authorities proceed to " stamp it 
ont." Isolation, infection by Vaccination, and 
disinfection are usuaUy the agents resorted to. 
Yet, it is known, these are only temporary 
measures. The stamped-out disease returns, 
the same routine is gone through, and again 
authority breathes serenely. 

If it is seriously intended to lessen disease, 
something more must be done; for it is a 
notorious fact that, in some of the places where 
most has been spent in this kind of* sanitation," 
the victims of disease are undiminished. 

Take small-pox. Five Acts of Parliament 
organise and compel the general adoption of 
Vaccination, which, this Primer tells us (p. 89), 
is " an absolute preventive of small-pox, if we 
use it properly. In other infectious diseases 
we are restricted in our efforts of direct preven- 
tion to the isolation of cases. Isolation is also 
an important means of dealing with small-pox 
when present among a community ; but while 
it is the sole means with which we can effec- 
tively combat scarlet fever, diphtheria, t3rphus, 
etc., with respect to small-pox we possess a 
sore preventive agent in Vaccinatipn." 

If this were true, there would be no need to 
do more than turn to the statistics of Vaccina- 
tion to discover the possible prevalence of 
small-pox. But there is not a particle of truth 
in it. Small-pox is not prevented by Vaccina- 
tion, any more than it would be by stroking the 
monkey*s tail of an Indian medicine-man over 
the ground of the epidemic. 

Where men's needs have overrun their 
means, — ^where human beings swarm beyond 
their power to properly feed, clothe, and com- 
fortably house themselves — there is the realm 
of *' preventible disease." Take the case of 
UverpooL The old parish (Liverpool) is one of 
our most striking instances of * * premature death' ' 
districts. There the population is composed of 
human beings redundant beyond the means of 
wholesome existence. In consequence, there 
is so great a mortality, that if the population of 
the whole of Liverpool were as this district, the 
deaths would equal the births. But in West 
Derby there is a population able to feed, 
clothe, and bring up children in comfort, and 
this section of Liverpool adds 7,000 yearly to 
the busy hive. Their means are equal to, and 
beyond, their needs. 

Who is there who cannot perceive, in this and 
dmHar instances, the moral of the facts 7 The 
fault is in certain conditions. These are only 



reprobated by authority, so far as the results 
are disagreeable. The conditions themselves 
are not reprobated by authority. The proper 
teaching for the masses is wanting. They are 
permitted — and even encouraged — to perpetuate 
conditions of redundancy and poverty, which 
beget disease ; and when these appear, the only 
cry of authority is, ** Quarantine " I 

A. W. 



SCOTTISH EVIDENCE AS TO 
VACCINATION. 

We read in the Lancet of 17th May, that, ac- 
cording to the Beport of the Begistrar-General, 
129,900 births were registered in Scotland 
during 1877. Of these children, 96 per cent, 
attained the age of six months, and were known 
to be successfully vaccinated. The Begistrar- 
General says — " These figures give the most 
satisfactory assurance as to the working of 
the Vaccination Act;" and he adds, ** Indeed, 
the circumstance that during the year 1878, 
there were registered, in the eight principal 
towns of Scotland, only three deaths caused by 
smaU-pox, affords strong presumptive evidence 
as to the efficiency of the Vaccination laws of 
the country." 

Now, let us go to Mr. Gibbs's Tahles Twmed^- 
and we shall find that nearly 96 per cent, of the 
children bom in Scotland have been vaccinated 
annually, and that, therefore, there is no novelty 
in 96 per cent, for 1877. We also find that in 
1873 in the eight principal towns, with 96 per 
cent, of vaccinated children, 66 small-pox deaths 
occurred of infants under one year. That 96 
per cent, of the children bom in Lanark were 
vaccinated, and that 583 persons had smaU-pox 
in that county. That 96 per cent, of the chil- 
dren of Benfrewshire were vaccinated, and that 
227 persons had small-pox. That, with so 
trifling a minority of imvaccinated people in the 
country, there have been 16,442 smaU-pox 
deaths in Scotland in the years 1855 to 1873 ; 
and that 5,180 of these deaths were in the years 
1870, '71, '72, and '73. 

Such is the state of affiEdrs in one of the best 
vaccinated portions of the Queen's dominions. 
Nearly every one bom is vaccinated, "suc- 
cessfully," be it remarked, and yet thousands 
die of small-pox. But because it sometimes 
happens that small-pox is not prevalent, the 
Vaccination laws are ** efficient," and have all 
the credit I A, W. 



'Darlington: H. Penney, 1878. 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER V. 

COLLAPSE OF INOCULATION. 

Wa Bometiines fetch from afar what is to be 
f omid at our own doors ; and thus it was with 
inoculation. No sooner was the great Eastern 
remedy advertised than it was said — Why, it is 
nothing more than a practice common in Wales 
and the Highlands of Scotland I Ferrot Wil- 
liams, M.D., and Richard Wright, surgeon, of 
Haverfordwest, communicated to the Royal 
Society * that the people in Pembrokeshire had 
practised inoculation '* time out of mind." They 
either scraped the skin thin or pricked it with 
pins, and then rubbed in pus from a small-pox 
patient. This they called "buying the small- 
pox,'^ as it was customary to pay something for 
what was femcied to be " good matter." The 
Welshmen gave the same account of the prac- 
tice as the Turks — ^there was no danger, no 
i^nishapB, and certain security from small-pox. 
Xa Scotland it did not appear that the skin was 
^craped, but worsted threads saturated with pus 
"^^re tied round the wrists of children to whom 
^t was desired to communicate the disease. f 

Dr. Thomas Nettleton, of Halifax, Yorkshire, 
^^as an early and energetic inoculator. He 
^^repared his patients by vomiting, purging, and 
^Xeeding. He disliked Maitland's small punc- 
^^^Xsres, and made gashes an inch long — one in 
le arm and one in the opposite leg, and 
bits of cotton steeped in pus, and 
^ ^ ^ J vered them up with plaster and rollers. It 
as his design to produce large wounds with 

* PJkOMopAieaZ TranvuHufM^ No. S75, 1728. 
t An Account qf Inoeulaticii in ScoUand. By A. Monro. 
1, 17^6. 




copious discharges, so that peccant matter might 
be freely evacuated. He was well satisfied with 
his heroic practice, and a record of his cases was 
sent to the Royal Society '^' — a record from which 
any reader will be apt to conclude that there 
was Httle to choose between Nettleton*s inocula- 
tion and small-pox itself. He made no pretence 
that inoculation induced a trifling ailment, but 
only one less serious than the spontaneous 
disease, congratulating himself on having con- 
veyed some sixty inoculated patients through 
grave peril ; whilst, he wrote — 

"In Halifax, since the beginning of last 
winter, 276 have had the small-pox, and out of 
that number 48 have died. In Rochdale, a 
small neighbouring market town, 177 have had 
the distemper, and 88 have died. It is to be 
noted that in this town [Halifax] the small-pox 
have been more favourable this season than 
usual, and in Leeds they have been more than 
usually mortal ; but upon a medium there have 
died nearly 22 out of every 100 in these three 
towns, which is about a fifth part of all that 
have been infected in the natural way." f 

English experience quickly made an end of 
the fiction under cover of which inoculation had 
been introduced — that it was attended with no 
risk, and might be performed by any old woman. 
Dr. Jurin, secretary of the Royal Society, and 
a steady advocate of the practice, thus laid 
down the conditions considered essential to suc- 
cess — conditions arrived at through stress of 
suffering and disaster — 

" Great care ought to be taken to inoculate 
none but persons of a good habit of body, and 

« rkilosophical TranMactians, No. 370, 1722. 
t Letter from Dr. Nettleton to Dr. Jurin, ^ted Halifax, 
16th June, 1722. 
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own expenenee, saying — 

"I have a list of the names of 32 children, 
who are all that have had the Bmall-poi during 
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investigating sneak.** Whilst the inoculatora 
argued laboriously that if some danger attended 
artificial small-pox, it was trifling to that at- 
tached to the spontaneous disease (among other 
obyious replies), it was maintained that only 
after much wider experience could it be known 
what were the precise effects of inoculation. 
Inoculation, as introduced by Maitland in 1721, 
had proved vastly different after acquaintance, 
and there was no telling what remained to bo 
revealed. As Dr. Wagstaffe observed — 

" Had it always been slight, gentle, safe, and 
useful, with all those alluring epitliets bestowed 
on it ; had none had above a hundred or two 
hundred pustules, and no one died of it in the 
space of several years; and had there been no 
instance of any one's being ever again infected 
with small-pox who had any pustules at all, how 
few soever, raised by inoculation, nobody would 
sooner have subscribed to the practice than 
jnjrself.** * 

The primal promise that the inoculated were 
thereafter proof against small-pox was speedily 
behed, but that difficulty was disposed of by the 
assertion that inoculation in such cases must 
have been imperfect, for it was impossible for 
any one to have small-pox twice. The admiss- 
ion of fataUties from inoculation was very 
tardily made ; and they were generally referred 
to some cause perversely concealed from the 
inooulator, which, had he known, would have 
prevented his operation. Then, the manifest 
fatalities were naturally suspected to stand for 
a larger number sedulously kept out of sight. 
As Massey put it — 

" The ill success of inoculation is very par- 
tially and sparingly given to the world. The 
operator will not tell it, who Uves by the prac- 
tice ; nor will the relations, to whose authority 
the mischief is owing, be fond of reveaUng that 
to the pubHc, which is grief to them in private.'*! 

Fortunately for the public, several of the mis- 
haps occurred in " good society," and were too 
conspicuous to be hushed up or denied. Miss 
Rigby died eight weeks after inoculation, '* mis- 
erably disordered by the operation.'* A son of 
the Duke of Bridgwater and a son of the Earl of 
Sunderland likewise perished ; and a servant of 
Lord Bathurst died of confluent small-pox ** con- 
sequent on engraftment.*' Such incidents struck 
terror everywhere, and caused wise and timid 
alike to face the iOs they knew rather than risk 
certain peril for uncertain advantage. 

' Damgtr tmd UnMfiainty vf Inoeulating the SmaU-pox, 
P.M. 
t Maitiy'f Rnuarkt, p. 18. 



Maitland returned to Scotland, his native 
country, in 1726, and, going among his relations 
in Aberdeenshire, showed off his skill by inocu- 
lating six children. One of them, Adam, son of 
William Urquart of Meldrum, aged 18 months, 
sickened on the seventh and died on the eighth 
day. There was a great outcry, and Maitland 
tried to excuse himself by asserting that Adam 
was afflicted with hydrocephalus, which had 
been improperly concealed from him. Anyhow, 
the Aberdeenshire folk were satisfied with their 
experience, and reconmiended **CharHe Mait- 
land to keep his new-fangled remedy for the 
English in future.** He was more fortunate in 
the west of Scotland, where he '^ inoculated four 
cliildren of a noble family," who escaped ahve. 
The Soots, however, were deaf to his persua- 
sions, and he made no headway among them. 
At a later date, 1733, inoculation began to be 
practised in and about Dumfries, and occasion- 
ally elsewhere. * 

In Ireland httle more was effected than in 
Scotland. It was said that 25 inoculations took 
place between 1723 and 1728 with 8 fatalities. 
Dr. Bryan Bobinson inoculated five children in 
Dublin in 1725, and was the death of two of 
them, f 

Inoculation met with faint acceptance on the 
Continent. Maitland went over to Hanover in 
1724 and inoculated Prince Frederick and eight 
cliildren of Baron de Schulenberg. In France 
the practice had been discussed by Dr. Boyer so 
far back as 1717 ; and in 1728 the English expe- 
riments were recounted in Paris with much 
enthusiasm by Dr. de la Ooste, evoking a de- 
claration from the college of physicians, ** that 
for the benefit of the pubhc, it was lawful to 
make trials of inoculation.'* A commencement 
was about to be made in the hospitals under the 
sanction of the Regent, the Duke of Orleans, 
when his death put a stop to the design. Soon 
after Dr. Hecquet published Raiaons de Doute 
contre Z* Inoculation, which, coupled with bad re- 
ports from England, made an end of the project. 

If a London journalist had been called upon 
in 1728 to report upon Inoculation, he might 
have written as follows — 

Seven years ago the practice was introduced 
to this country under powerful auspices. It was 
confidently averred that anyone might have his 
blood infected with the pus of small-pox, that a 
trifling ailment would ensue, and that thence- 
forward he would be secure from small-pox in 
the natural form. Experience rapidly beUed 
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these promises. The trifling ailment proved, in 
many oases, a serions ailment — so serious that 
physicians tried to anticipate and mitigate its 
severity hy a preliminary regimen of bleeding, 
purging and vomiting. So exhausting and haz- 
ardous is the whole operation, that only sound 
and vigorous constitutions are considered fit for 
it ; and the delicate and feeble, who require pro- 
tection most, are advised to submit themselves 
as of old to the ordinary course of nature. 
Moreover, the induced small-pox is occasionally 
as severe as the spontaneous ; the pustules are 
multitudinous, and sometimes confluent with 
death for the issue. Fear may exaggerate the 
risks of inoculation, but more are behoved to 
have perished than the inoculators are willing 
to confess. Again, many are not susceptible of 
inoculation, and though the infection fails to 
operate in their blood as desired, they do not 
always escape injury: they find their health 
disordered — are rendered sickly and uncomfort- 
able. Worst of all, what none at first reckoned 
on, the artificial small-pox turns out to be infec- 
tious, and begets natural small-pox in those who 
are with the inoculated. Thus, the very means 
taken to limit the disease becomes a cause of its 
extension. Small-pox was more than usually 
prevalent in Hertford in 1721, and in London in 
1724, and there was fair reason to conjecture 
that it was extensively disseminated by inocula- 
tion. Lastly, it is doubtful whether even suc- 
cessful inoculation protects from subsequent 
small-pox ; for it is maintained that some of the 
inoculated have already fallen victims to the 
natural disorder. In short, the remedy appears 
to have so many drawbacks that it is questionable 
whether it is not worse than the malady ; and 
it is probable that in a year or two it will pass 
into forgetfulness in common with many other 
remedies as highly extolled on early and imper- 
fect acquaintance. 

So much might have been stated and prognos- 
ticated in 1728 : how the prognostic failed to bo 
verified remains to be told. 



LkekAnti- Vaccinators. — The Leek (Stafford- 
shire) Vaccination officer has appHed to the 
Guardians for instructions to proceed against 
eleven persons for the third, and in one instance 
the fourth, time, for faihng to have their chil- 
dren vaccinated. One of the Guardians indig- 
nantly protested against the law being carried 
out to the letter, saying that the proceedings 
were not prosecutions, but persecutions. Ulti- 
mately it was resolved to apply to the Local 
Government Board for iustx-uctions. 



VACCINATION TROUBLE. 

[Pebhaps nothing affects an honest investiga- 
tor so painfully as the persistent assertion of 
BO many medical men that Vaccination does no 
harm, can do no harm, and that they have never 
witnessed any ill consequences from the prac- 
tice. It is an assertion known to be untrue in 
any company of mothers; and the doctors* 
assertion is an instance of how falsehood re- 
peated blinds those who utter it until at last it 
is delivered with the air of verity. 

Dr. Kirk of Edinburgh has contributed a long 
series of ** Papers on Health" to the Christian 
News, and in the 207th thus discusses what he 
calls " Vaccination Trouble." A man of wide 
experience, and eyes of his own, he knows and 
testifies that Vaccination is not innocuous,— 
Ed.] 

Some of the most distressing afflictions which 
one encounters arise in connection with the 
vaccination of children. We do not intend in 
this paper to enter on the controversy regarding 
the law and practice of this operation itself, but 
to do what Httle we may to aid those who are 
tried with those most heartrending effects that 
in so many cases spring from it. Here is a 
letter before us describing a fine healthy child 
up to the hour of his vaccination, turned into an 
object of deep commiseration as soon as the 
*' law *' has been obeyed in his case. What are 
the distressed parents to do ? The medical man 
who performed the operation is worse than 
useless in the case. The drugs whioii he is 
almost sure to order are more rapidly destruc- 
tive of the constitution of .the child than even 
the poisonous inoculation wliich he has accom- 
plished. His attempts to kill the virus he has 
introduced are much more likely to kill the 
remains of healthy substance yet in the child. 
The parents, if at all capable of thinking on the 
subject, see this, and what are they to do ? This 
is just where we are anxious to help them. If 
possible, we should understand the kind of in- 
jury that has been inflicted. Positively diseased 
matter has been introduced into the body of 
their child. This is beyond all doubt. The pox 
on the udder of the cow is diseased substance. 
This substance has been introduced into the 
vital system of the formerly healthy infant. 
There is no controversy al this point. No one 
should be surprised that disease shows itself in 
the child, not only in the arm, but in the whole 
body. Until it shows itself more or less, the 
** vaccination " is "not successfal," and the 
" law " does not recognise it ! We have, then. 
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a point of truth not disputed, and not disput- 
able, with which to begin our inquiry. Vaccin- 
ation is the introduction of diseased substance 
into the inner skin. The outer skin is rubbed 
off in the process till the inner is exposed. The 
Tims is then introduced by the vaccine matter 
being nibbed in. The effect shows itself as an 
inflammatory disease of the part of the skin that 
has been poisoned. It often sprea^ds from this 
part all over the arm, greatly to the distress of 
the young sufferer, but it still shows itself a 
disease of the skin. "When it spreads till it 
affects the whole body, it is still essentially a 
disease of the skin. When it affects the bron- 
chial tubes or the lungs, as it often does, it is 
because it has disabled the skin from performing 
its proper functions, and so has thrown over- 
work upon the breathing organs. It is not, as 
we view it, a disease of the blood, though that 
may be unfavourably affected. It is a disease 
in the skin injuring the vitality of that most 
important of all our organs and its organic nerve 
system. This leads ns to say that in remedy- 
ing the evil done to a child in vaccination, we 
shoidd seek to cure the skin. We can do this 
in various ways. Suppose we take the mixture 
used so successfully when life is melting away 
in sweats. That is, as our readers are aware, 
composed of a tablespoonful of common salt, a 
teaspoonfnl of really good cayenne pepper, half 
1 pint of good white vinegar, and a whole pint 
of boiling water, and allowed to infuse for half 
an hour or so. The skin of the back of the 
little patient is to be gently rubbed with this 
Uquid. In doing this the outer portion of the 
outer skin will come off in Uttle roUs under the 
hand of the nurse rubbing. When this has been 
well done with the back, it should be equally 
well done over all the rest of the body. This 
may be carried out at various times so as not to 
make it a weariness. Thrice done on as many 
days, it need not be repeated till three more 
days have passed. But now a most important 
step fihoTild follow this one. When the baby 
has been treated all over with this mixture, we 
should have him gently rubbed all over — thrice, 
at least, with lather of barilla ash soap. No one 
who has not seen this well done can believe 
how blessed are its effects on an irritated skin. 
It soothes incredibly. When thoroughly covered, 
and covered again with well-made lather of this 
soap, the child will sleep beautifully. We should 
leap head and all, and let the little man sleep 
all night in the soap. He may be sponged in 
the moonung with weak vinegar and water to 
eiMOi off the remains of the soap, if there axe 



any. Now there will occur a most important 
question, when so much is thought of— is the 
child cold or hot in feeling ? If cold, then mix 
some good oUve oil in your rubbing with the 
lather. If hot, then use no oil. If cold, rub 
all over with warm oil after the skin has been 
rubbed with the night-sweat mixture. If hot, 
then, as we have said before, use no oil. It 
will make no difference, or next to none, if the 
disease has broken out as a visible skin disease, 
only it will be necessary to use the acid and 
cayenne and salt on the whole parts of the skin, 
and not to distress the child by painful smart- 
ing. The soap will not need to be so restricted. 
That cures the most tender sores, and soothes 
in the most deUghtful way. It must, however, 
be distinctly understood that no wasting drug is 
to be used. The effect produced by the vaccine 
matter is really that of so far killing the organic 
nerves of the skin. The effect of arsenic, and 
such things, is only to kill more fully. If 
within reach, we should recommend. Frank 
Wright*s unfermented juice of grapes as drink 
and food, if the child has been weaned, and to 
the mother if she is nursing. Three glasses a 
day to the mother or the child would be a bless- 
ing. Other food, of course, may be used, as it 
can be taken and digested, but no drugs, pro- 
perly speaking. By this treatment the poison 
would be gradually expelled from the skin, and 
the child would revive as that occurred. We 
have never seen the treatment fail, and we have 
had some very trying cases to deal with. The 
great difficulty occurs when doctors have re- 
duced the vital force till it is scarcely possible 
to ffnd a foothold for right and natural treat- 
ment. Yet we should never fail to do our best 
to help any cure of so sore a trouble. When we 
have inwardly despaired, we have often found 
that, in the good providence of God, we need 
not have done so. In many cases there need 
be no despondency at all. J. K. 



Power of Words. — I find the process of con- 
verting newly vaccinated children into unvac- 
cinated ones is very easy. It merely requires 
what the Devil in Goethe^s Fcm^t calls **the 
power of words " — 

Mephietophelea, — Generally speaking, stick 
to words. The spirit of medicine is easy to be 
caught. Confide in yourself. Learn how to 
treat the women. Tou must have a title to con- 
vince them that your art is superior to most 
others; and if you only assume a moderately 
demure air, you wiU have them all under your 
thumb.— H. D. D. 
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DR. CAMERON'S BILL. 

As we were led to expect, the bill introduced to 
the House of Commons to facilitate "Animal 
Vaccination," has been withdrawn. At the rate 
at which Parliament transacts business, a bill 
set down for second reading in the middle of 
July is practically lost, and it is surprising that 
the fact is not adequately recognised by those 
whose experience should place them above illu- 
sions. It is, moreover, to be remembered how 
strong is the interest of aU concerned in Vac- 
cination to avoid and suppress discussion and 
investigation; and unless those who are bent 
upon raising the question are very much in ear- 
nest, there are tactics at Westminster whereby 
they can be quietly frustrated. None know 
better than the Vaccination Ring that when 
their craffc is subjected to serious review in 
Parliament, it will be brought into serious 
jeopardy. It is their policy to represent Vac- 
cination as something so certain and beneficial, 
that only fools and fanatics can impugn its 
wisdom. As a London magistrate observed in 
his audacity of ignorance — " You might as well 
ask me to decide against the rotation of the 
earth as against Vaccination." The Animal 
Vaccination bill threatened to lead to revela- 
tions of which the mass of English people have 
no suspicion. They fancy they are living under 
the protection of the benign discovery of the 
immortal Jenner, and do not know that Jenner's 
teaching is systematically set at naught, and 
that multitudes are annually infected with the 
pus of small-pox instead of that of cowpox, ** the 
virtue of which it was the transcendant merit 
of Jenner to divine." Obviously the endurance 
of what is called Vaccination consists in silence. 
As we have to observe continually, wherever 
the practice is examined, its fallacy is exposed. 
Whoever looks into it, speedily sees through it. 
It is not easy to conjecture in whose interest 
Dr. Cameron's bill was conceived. It might be 
supposed there was a party in the country 
clamouring for cowpox and could not have it. 
There is no such party. The public in general 
know nothing, and official vaccinators have no 
desire that they should know anything of the 
varieties of poisonous filth with which their 
blood may be infected under the designation of 
Vaccination. The fixed postulate of the medical 
set in Whitehall is the Vaccinator with his fees 
and his extras in the shape of bbnus, and it is 
inexpedient to be over curious as to the matter 
with which he tips his lancet. So &r as anti- 
vaocinaton are concerned, they no more believe 
in yaodnal than they do in varioloas inootila* 



tion ; the danger and the imposture of each are 
about equal. Their remedy for small-pox is 
the remedy for every form of zymotic disease, 
namely, conformity to the laws of health. They 
maintain that only through such conformity can 
zymotic disease be overcome, and on every side 
they have experience to justify their contention. 



ANIMAL VACCINATION. 

[Our readers may be pleased to see Dr. 
Cameron's Bill at length. Here it is. — Ed.J 

A Bill to encourage VaccifMtion by providing 
facilities for the optional use of Animal 
Vaccine. 

Whereas many persons object to Vaccination 
with the vaccine lymph provided by the State 
for public use on the ground that if such lymph 
has been obtained from an unhealthy child 
certain mahuiies may unintentionaUy be com- 
municated along with the cow-pock : And 
whereas it is desirable to obviate this objection 
by providing facilities for the use by those who 
prefer it of vaccine lymph obtained directly 
from calves : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most 
Excellent Majesty, by and ^ath the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows : 

1. This Act may be cited as the Vaccination 
(Animal Lymph) Act, 1879. 

2. In this Act the following expressions shall 
have the significations hereby attached to them: 
(that is to say), '* Animal lymph" shall mean 
vaccine lymph, either fresh or preserved, 
obtaiaed directly from cow-pock vesicles upon 
a calf or heifer, and derived by propagation 
through a series of calves or heifers from virus 
obtained from a case of natural cow-pock : '* A 
public vaccinator' shall mean a public vacci- 
nator appointed under the Vaccination Act of 
1867. ** Vaccination " shall include re- Vaccina- 
tion. 

3. Whenever any parent or person having 
the charge of an infant required by law to be 
vaccinated shall require the public vaccinator to 
vaccinate the said child with animal lymph, it 
shall be the duty of the pubUc vaccinator so to 
vaccinate it ; and no prosecution under the 
said Acts shall lie against such parent or person 
in event of the public vaccinator refdsing to 
vaccinate sach child with animal lymph. It 
shall farther be the duty of public TacoinatarB 
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when 80 requested gratuitously to perform 
Taecinations with animal lymph in all cases 
where it may he their duty to perform gratuitous 
vaccinations. 

4. For the purpose of carrying out this Act 
the President of the Local Government Board 
shall take such measures (the coat whereof shall 
be defrayed out of moneys to he provided by 
Parliament) as may from time to time he 
necessary to secure for the puhHc use a supply 
of animal lymph, and to provide for its distribu- 
tion to puhlic vaccinators and medical practi- 
tioners practising within the United Kingdom. 

5. Any person who knowingly supplies or 
who knowingly uses for Vaccination as animal 
lymph lymph which is not animal lymph as 
defined in this Act shall be guilty of an offence 
against this Act, punishable by imprisonment 
for any period not exceeding three months, or 
to a fine not exceeding ^/% potmda. 
(Prepared and brought in by Dr. Cameron, Earl 

Percy, Dr. Lyon Playfair, and Dr. Lush, 
and ordered, by the House of Commons, to 
he printed, 28 April, 1879). 



PROPOSED NEW LEGISLATION. 

Db. Cameron's £iU has been withdrawn, but 
whether hecause opposed hy the Government, 
or hecause of the parliamentary deadlock, I 
cannot say. 

It is interesting to note what the three doctors 
and the nohle Lord, who are responsible for the 
Bill, have set their seal to. Most important 
also hecause the three doctors are the medical 
element of the House, I believe, in toto. 

In the Preamble, it is said, ** Whereas many 

persons object to Vaccination with vaccine 

lymph provided by the State for public use on 

the ground that if such lymph had been 

ohtained from an imhealthy child certain 

^naladies may unintentionally be communicated 

^ong with the cow-pock: And whereas it is 

tlesirahle to obviate this objection hy providing 

facilities for the use hy those who prefer it, of 

vaccine lymph obtained directly from calves," 

«tc. 

Here it is to he particularly noted that it was 

proposed to declare by Act of Parliament that 

lymph from unhealthy children is reasonably 

regarded a source of contamination. The 

rational issue firom such a statement would 

he the prohibition of the use of unhealthy 

chikbren as vacoinifers, the imposition of a 

heaty fine for using such a vaodnifer, or the 



abandonment of compulsion. All, however, 
that these medical wiseacres can bring them- 
selves to concede, is the substitution of a calf 
for a child; so that a parent objecting to the 
lymph from a child may have it from a calf 
instead. This calf-to-calf virus must (so runs 
Sec. 2) be derived hy propagation through a 
series of calves or heifers from virus obtained 
from a case of natural cow-pock. But what 
remedy is that for a parent whose objection is to 
a constitutional taint ? Dr. Seaton, the medical 
officer to the Local Government Board, in his 
Handbook of Vaccination^ p. 837, quotes Mr. 
Ceeley as the best authority on animal vaccine 
in England, and declares that Mr. Ceeley con- 
siders the use of the natural cow-pock as 
seriously open to objection, and **so far from 
being likely to produce fewer ailments and cu- 
taneous eruptions in the predisposed, he knows 
from his experience, that it would, as being 
more irritating, produce more." Now this 
opinion is completely supported by facts which 
have occurred since Mr. Ceeley wrote, and (Dr. 
Worlomont heing the witness) the calves have 
been the means of imputing odious diseases as 
bad as the worst which a child could impart. 

This is the remedy, then, which medical 
tyranny offers to insulted and outraged hu- 
manity. The last clause of the BUI imposes a 
penalty upon any vaccinator who proffers other 
than animal lymph as before defined. This 
penalty is j£50 maximum fine, or three months 
maximum imprisonment. 

Is this clause one of the strong reasons for 
the ahandonment of the measure ? Throughout 
the Bill not a word is said as to the superiority 
of animal virus to arm-to-arm virus for protec- 
tion from small-pox. And I conclude therefrom 
that no one is now bold enough to declare to 
Parliament that it is any protection greater 
than the other. Why, in the name of sanity, 
we should continue to impose compulsion for 
either, is therefore amazingly strange, since the 
last voice of authority has declared, ** I presume 
no one is prepared to state that primary Va^cci- 
nation is an absoltUe protection for life from 
small-pox" (Dr. Gayton*s Report, dated Jan- 
uary, 1878.) Alex. Wheeler. 



PARLIAMENT AND THE PEOPLE. 

The English are the most law-abiding people on 
the face of the earth. How comes it, then, that 
so many fathers are fined and imprisoned iot 
refusing to ohey the Vaccination law? It is 
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because this law conflicts with conscience, vio- 
lates the laws of nature, and repudiates parental 
duty. Laws which ordain usages contrary to 
human instincts, are unnatural ; and laws which 
oppress the conscience are unjust. The Vac- 
cination law is guilty on both these counts. 

Anti-vaccinators cannot be said to " break tlio 
law," inasmuch as the law offers this alterna- 
tive — ^freedom of body to the parent, with 
slavery of conscience and disease for his child ; 
or, imprisonment, with a free conscience and 
his child unoontaminated. What brave, loving 
parent can hesitate in his choice ? 

We ought not to obey any law which violates 
nature or conscience. That Vaccination violates 
nature was proved by the celebrated John 
Hunter, a contenaporajy and acquaintance of 
Dr. Jenner. In his Dissertation on the Blood, 
Dr. Hunter says — "The blood has been sup- 
posed to be a passive, inanimate body. The 
blood I conceive to be alive, as it carries life to 
every part of the body. The introduction, by 
inoculation, of mineral or vegetable poisons is 
hazardous, and in certain quantities may be 
destructive ; but the introduction of animal pro- 
ducts from another living body is inflnitely more 
pernicious, because allied to it in being vital- 
ized.'* 

It may be asked, *• May not conscience be at 
fiault ? " No, because our conviction is based 
on irrefutable evidence, namely, that polluting 
the blood cannot promote health or ward off 
disease. 

Parliament, or rather a few medical office- 
bearers, flnding tliat the people hated and 
avoided this vile practice, miscalled ** Vaccina- 
tion," got a compulsory law passed stealthily in 
1858. This compulsory law has, from time to 
time, been made more stringent and oppressive; 
nevertheless fathers and mothers have suffered 
&ie and imprisonment rather than countenance 
this strangling of the national conscience, this 
destruction of the national health, this ** breach 
in nature for ruin's wasteful entrance." 

There have been abundant protests against 
this mistaken and tyrannical legislation, both in 
and out of Parliament. William Cobbett said 
— "What I am opposed to, and what I am 
alarmed at, is the proposition to obtain an Act 
of Parliament, which in ite operation would be 
nothing short of a compulsion on every man to 
suffer the veins of his child to be impregnated 
with the disease of a beast — a measure to be 
adopted in no country where the people are not 
vassals or slaves." 

Sir Robert Peel, the repealer of the infiekmous 



com laws, declared that Compulsory Vaccina- 
tion was opposed to the mental habits of the 
British people, and to the freedom in which 
they gloried, and that therefore he would be no 
party to it. 

In 1871, a bill passed the House of Commons 
by a respectable majority limiting the penalties 
for non- Vaccination. The bill was rejected in 
the House of Lords by a majority of one. This 
was the vote of the Bishop of Chichester, Dum- 
ford by name — a homosopathist, strange to say, 
and formerly rector of Middleton, in Lancashire, 
a town which has taken an honourable part in 
the crusade against disease and death. 

Dr. Cameron's delusive bill (Animal Vaccina- 
tion) was down for its second reading on the 
16th July. Mr. Peter Taylor, M.P. for Lei- 
cester, was prepared to move an amendment 
for the aboHtion of Compulsory Vaccination. 
The year's legislation having, as usual, got into 
arrears, the Government took possession of the 
day, and what promised to be a lively discussion, 
has been postponed to a future session. I had 
prepared to report the debate, when telegrams 
came from Mr. Taylor and Mr. Jacob Bright, 
to the effect that there would be no debate. 
Numerous petitions have been presented, so 
that some good has been done. 

This question will come before Parliament 
again and again, and the agitation will not cease 
until State doctoring is disendowed. Compul- 
sory Vaccination is a poUtical blunder, if not a 
crime, and sooner or later this mischievous law 
will be repealed. That time will be near or 
distant, in proportion as the people exert them- 
selves to send to Parhament sensible and honest 
men who understand this question, and will 
courageously declare their convictions. 

Henby Pitman. 
M anchester. ^_^_____^ 

Two Sides op a Street.— In the Lancet of 
26th April, it is said of the small-pox in the 
Faubourg St. Antoine, Paris, that "several very 
interesting facts have been observed in respect 
to the origin and spread of the epidemic* For 
instance. Dr. Boussin, an eminent practitioner 
in one of the infected quarters, has stated the 
curious fact of one side of a whole street being 
full of cases, whereas the other was positively 
free from disease." How satisfactory if Dr. 
Boussin should discover that the residents on 
the small-pox side are unvaccinated, while Vac- 
cinated and re- vaccinated on the healthy side I 
What a miracle it would be for the oonfojsion of 
imbelievers in Jenner 
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MR. W. GIBSON WARD AT LEDBURY. 

Thomas Jones, a labourer, living at Much 
Marcle, was summoned before the Ledbury 
Petty Sessions on 25th June for neglecting to 
have his child vaccinated. On the bench sat 
the Rev. E. Higgins as chairman, the Rev J. 
Buckle, Colonel Webb, and Mr. G. A Hewitt. 
The case was called, but Jones did not appear, 
when Mr. W. Gibson Ward entered the court, 
and said — 

" I appear for him, having his written autho- 
rity. The Act of Parliament says a man may 
appear himself, or his wife, or any other person 
for him." 

Clerk. — Wou'd you refer to the section, 
please? 

Mr. Ward. — ^Yes; the 11th of the Vaccination 
Act, 1867. 

The Court having examined the section, found 
that Mr. Ward was correct, and decided to hear 
him for Jones. 

The Vaccination Officer appeared as a wit- 
ness, and Mr. Ward required him to produce 
evidence of his appointment to office, and then 
to prove his authority from the Guardians to 
prosecute. Having been satisfied on these 
points, Mr Ward went on to observe, that 
infamous as is the Vaccination Act, its admin- 
istration had been still more infEimous. 

Chairman. — We 'are sitting here to administer 
the law as it is, and I will take the opinion of 
the Bench whether the language you are using 
is such as we can listen to. 

Mr. Ward.— The law throws the whole re- 
sponsibility on you. The Slst chmse of the Act 
says that a magistrate may make a vaccination 
order '' if he shall see fit.** In another clause it 
is provided that if a parent offers a reasonable 
excuse for not vaccinating a child, the magis- 
trate shall not make an order. Therefore you 
cannot plead the compulsion of the law. Jones 
does not refuse to vaccinate his child from any 
wish to break the law, but because he has had 
dire experience of the effects of Vaccination. A 
few years ago ten children were vaccinated by 
Dr. Wood, and the whole of them were afiOiicted 
with ulcers through which their bones could be 
seen. They were polluted for life. One of the 
mothers took her child to Dr. Wood, who pooh- 
poohed what he had done, and said he would 
give her a bottle of medicine. The poor woman 
had to walk ten miles, and had to pay 2s. 6d. 
lor a bottle of dirty water which did her ohUd 
no good. 
Bey. J. BucKLB.— Tea ought not to apply 



the term ** dirty water" to medicine dispensed 
by Dr. Wood. 

Mr. Ward. — I mean no harm. Gall it medi- 
cine — a bottle of medicine. As for the vaccine, 
Dr. Wood was not blamable ; the impurity of 
vaccine is beyond detection by any microscope. 
One of the children poisoned by Dr. Wood's 
vaccine was a child of the defendant, and Mrs. 
Jones seeing it very bad, took it to an old nurse, 
who, when she saw it, said — ^Aht this is the 
effect of that nast vaccination.'* 

Chairman. — Stop. We cannot hear — 

Mr. Ward. — I cannot stop. I say that with 
you rests j the responsibility for whatever evil 
results from vaccination. 

Then ensued a discussion with the Bench, 
the clergymen protesting that it was for them 
to administer the law and accept the conse- 
quences. 

Mr. Ward. — ^But Jones will not have his 
child vaccinated whatever you do ; you cannot 
compel him; you can only worry him. The 
law you administer is an outrage on nature, and 
as Blackstone teaches, a law has no validity 
which does not harmonise with the laws of 
nature. 

Chairman. — ^I will not sit here and have the 
law abused. 

Mr. Ward. — Then you can leave ; I must go 
on. I say that this law is a violation of natural 
law. 

Chairman. — We cannot endure this. You 
are addressing us as if we were idiots. 

Mr. Ward. — I shall have to speak to you as 
clergymen presently, and shall show that you 
are greater law-breakers than this man. 

Another altercation hereon ensued. The 
magistrates retired to their room, and on their 
return — 

The Chairman said: Mr, Gibson Ward, you 
commenced your oration by saying that this law 
is infamous, and infamously administered — 

Mb. Ward. — More infamously administered. 

Chairman. — More infamously administered. 
Now, we think those expressions are totally 
inappropriate, and ought to be withdrawn. We 
do not want to hear quotations from Blackstone, 
or Bacon, or Hooker. The law is made, and it 
is for us to administer it, and therefore I do 
hope you will keep to the facts of the case. 

Mr Ward. — Your worships will understand 
that I came here with a perfect wish to con^ 
dliate you ; but if I fail to do so, I must go on. 
I sympathise intensely with the hardships of 
the poor, and therefore I cannot speak of them 
without some passion. If there is any liberty 
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in this country, it is the liberty of speech ; and 
it is for you to heax me patiently as the unpaid 
advocate of the poor. 

Mr. Ward then proceeded amid many inter- 
ruptions to cite Hooker in evidence of the 
nuUity of law at variance with divine order, to 
prove that there was no such thing in use as 
cow-pox, and that Vaccination under pretence 
of saving life, destroyed life, referring with 
much effect to the Begistrar-General^s Return, 
Vaccination MortaHty, No. 433, published last 
year by order of the House of Commons. 
Lastly he appealed to the consciences of the 
magistrates. 

Chairman. — Never mind our consciences. 

Me. Ward. — But I do mind them. 

Chairman. — ^We do not wish to interrupt you, 
and we have heard you patiently. 

Mr. Ward. — You have not heard me 
patiently. You would not like to be interrupted 
in your sermon as I have been interrupted. 

Rev. J. Buckle. — The Bench have told you 
time after time that they are not here to con- 
sider the merits or demerits of the law on 
Vaccination, and as you persist they decline to 
hear you further. 

Chairman. — Thomas Jones must get the child 
vaccinated within a month ; if he does not get 
it vaccinated in that time, he must again be 
summoned. 

Mr. Ward. — Very well: then I shall come 
again in a month. 

In the Hereford Times of 28th June, there is 
a report of this remarkable trial extending over 
two columns. Whatever some may think of 
Mr. Gibson Ward*s poHcy, he certainly manages 
to excite and inform tlie pubHc as to whatever 
cause he takes under his energetic protection. 



JOSEPH STAVLEY'S CASE. 

On 3rd July, 1878, Mr. Joseph Stavley, of 
Bingley, Yorkshire, was convicted under the 
Vaccination Act, and fined 20s. and costs, or in 
default, fourteen days' imprisonment with hard 
labour. On 11th February, 1879, Mr. Stavley 
was carried off to jail, and subjected to the 
following treatment — 

1. — He was compelled to have a bath, and 
was then led naked to the haircutting room, 
where he had to sit for twenty minutes until 
his head and beard were cropped. Whilst still 
naked he had to stand another ten minutes 
until prison clothes were brought to him. 

2. — Tie was put to oakum picking, to which 
he waB kept for more than ten hoars a-day 



during the time he was in prison. EUs food 
consisted mainly of dry bread and cold water. 
After he had been in jail for some days, the 
Home Secretary was communicated with con- 
cerning the judgment of the Bingley magis- 
trates. Mr. Cross informed them it was illegal 
to sentence anti-vaccinators to hard labour, 
whereon a fresh commitment was made oat, 
and the words "hard labour" omitted. The 
magistrates set up the plea that a "mistake'* 
had been made by their clerk, hoping thereby to 
escape the consequences of their illegal action. 

Mr. Stavley being a poor man, a committee 
has been formed to assist him in obtaining re- 
dress. His case has been placed in the hands of 
Messrs. Wilkinson & Son, of Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
and an action for JBIOO damages has been com- 
menced. Mr. T. Baker has been retained as 
barrister. It is estimated that ^50 will clear 
expenses in any event, and anti-vaccinators 
are invited to contribute in order to ascertain 
whether — 

It is legal to imprison anti-vaccinators with 
hard labour? 

And if not, whether they are to be sent to 
prison as felons or as debtors? 

^\jid if as debtors, whether it is legal to cut 
their hair and beards, and compel them 
to wear prison dress and pick oakum ? 

The following committee has been formed to 
receive subscriptions and conduct the case — 

Cliairnuin, — John Jefferey, Thorn House, 
Harden. 

Treasurers, — B. Duxbury, Main St., Bingley; 
James Lancaster, Low Street, Keighley. 

Secretaries. — Samuel Holmes, 22 Begent St., 
Bingley; Geo. Kidson, 14 Daisy St., Keighley. 

Committee. — Matthew Johnson, Bingley; 
Joseph Cockett, Bingley; Benjamin Judson, 
Bingley; David Wade, Harden, near Bingley; 
Bobert Smith, Bingley. 



Law and Health. — There is a strong feeHng 
abroad at this moment that legislative enact- 
ments are capable of doing service for the pre- 
servation of health and the suppression of 
disease. I do not deny that a decision in a law 
court may occasionally check or remove some 
real or supposed cause of disease. But I doubt 
the correctness of the principles of coercion, and 
more than doubt the general competency of the 
men upon whom may devolve the duty of inflict- 
ing fines and penalties on those adjudged guilty 
of breaking the law. — B. W. Biohasdson, M.D., 
F.B.S., ia Heallh and Life. 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



71 



MR. ALFBED STANSFIELD'S RELEASE 

FROM PRISON. 
At Uiddleton, on 9th Jaly, a large and anthusi- 
aatio meetiiig was held to welcome Mr. Alfred 
Stanafield on his releaae &otn prison for refusal 
to eabmit his child to Vaccination. TbeBev.W. 
A. O'Conor, Rector of St. Simon and St. Jade's, 
Manchester, occnpied the ohair, and in the 
coarse of an eloquent address observed — 

" Borne say we are bonnd to obej the law in 
any ease, and even qnote Scripture for the pur- 
pose of BQppressing resistance. Bat there ia all 
the difference in the world between law which 
IB one with divine order, and law which is at 
variance with that order. If law interferes 
with religious liberty we are not boand to obey 
it. St. Paul himself woold not have obeyed it. 
Mid the same principle of duty, as to what is 
divinely right, applies to the law which enforces 
the unnatural practice of Vaccination ; we can- 
not obey it. Hence I have to say with regard 
to our friend, that he has done loithful and 
noble work in resisting the evil law. He has 
simply comphed with Christian precept. Every 
tnon should bear his cross, and it is not too 
much to say that Mr. Stansfield has been bear- 
ing bis cross for the deliverance of Englishmen 
from an overwhelming and loathsome burden." 
Mr. Stansfield's intprisonment was effected 
with much cruelty and perfidy, but he assured 
the meeting he did not regret the coarse he had 
taken, and that if necessary he would go to 
prison again. 



RE-VACCINATION. 
We have for years thought that aU pohcemen 
were re-vaooinated without eiception. If we 
are not correct in this belief perhaps the Lancet 
will correct as. But if we are, the following 
should be headed—" Small-pox in- thirty-one 
re-TOCcinated pohcemen '. " 

"EpnciCT OF Se- Vaccination. — In the re- 
port for 1B78 of the Dublin Metropolitan Police, 
the medical ofBcor draws attention to the 
efGcacy of re-Taccination as a means of pre- 
venting small-pox. He states that during the 
epidemic of 1971-72, 148 constables were re- 
Tacoinated; 154 in 1878, and in tho first quarter 
of 1879, 129, making a total of 481, of whom 
not a single member was attacked with the 
disease. We may add, that during 1678 thirty- 
one policemen contracted small -pox, which 
proved fatal in two instances. The operation, 
Dr. Nedley remarks, has been oligeoted to in 



sonsequence of the unreasonable dread of the 
local inflammation, and the constitutional fever 
which accompany it; but the 154 constables 
vaccinated last year were, on an average, one 
and a-half days off duty, notwithstanding the 
arduous nature of a poHoeman's duty, and the 
weight and tightness of his uoifonu." — Lancet, 
17th May, 1879." 



ANTIDOTES TO THE VACCINE VIRUS. 
This subject, which was referred to in No. 1, 
deserves further investigation, for if a true anti- 
dote — inexpensive, safe, and easy of apphoation 
— could be found, it would go far to nidlify 
vaccination law. Dr. Willan, in his treatise on 
Vaccine Inoculation, London, 1B06, p. S6, in a 
foot note, states — " Dr. Jenner was of opinion 
that sulphur, largely used, prevents the opera- 
tion of the vaccine virus," and refers for further 
information to Dr. Tiemey's DUiertation, and 
Bell's TreatUe on the Cow Pox, p. 87, Dr. 
Tiemey cites the fact that Dr. Jenner failed in 
vaccinating thirty soldiers under treatment with 
sulphur. Dr. Tuthill Massey, in his Practical 
Nolet on New American and other Bemediei, 
p. 91, states — " After a fortnight's course of 
sulphur six children were vaccinated. In only 
one, the youngest, who hod token the least 
sulphur, did the operation succeed." Recently 
Mr. W. Gibson Ward has advocated the use of 
a solntion of borax to be applied to the vaccina 
punctures immediately after the operation, as a 
means of destroying the activity of the pus. 
Personally I am of opinion that liquid ammo- 
nia, so effectual in neutralising the effects of 
bitoB and stings of snakes and insects, would be 
equally useful in neutralising vaccine poison. 
Let the experiment be tried and the results 
recorded. A few drops should be applied to the 
punctures in the arm with a feather or a camel- 
hair brush aa soon as possible after the vaccina- 
tor has done his work. A pennyworth would 
suffice for the arms of fifty children. Those 
who would like to try the sulphur remedy 
should give to the infant every day for a week 
piBvfous to the vaccination as much milk of 
sulphur as will lie on the point of a penknife. 
Wk. YouNo. 

Borax is a certain antidote to tba vaccine 
vims. No pus can retain for an instant its in- 
fecting power when mixed with borax. Borax 
possesses singular powers : it is a disinfectant, 
and will purify oi destroy the moBt inieotiona 
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matter ; it is eo Mitiseptio that it will preserve 
sMns or other animal matter, and jet is not 
ouljr harmlesB to an open wound, but it will 
haal it as quickly as any known article. It is 
not only harmless in the month or stomach, bnt 
it is the finest mouth-wash or teeth- cleaner. 
In bronchitis it will clean the mouth and throat 
of phlegm when all else fails. 

Certainly no known article can in any way 
«qual it as a cleanser of infants from the pollu- 
tion of vaccine virus. It can be carried as a 
dry powder finely pulverised, by the mothers of 
infants, and instantly applied, even in the pres- 
ence of the vaccinating poUuter, and the fellow 
defied. He has no power over the mother or 
child the instant it is back in her arms and 
charge. There is no law yet to prevent a 
mother disinfecting her child of pollution — 
from cleansing her ofbpring of filth — neither is 
there likely to be. Brutal and ignorant as our 
medical vaccinators are, and dedroua of being 
despotic over every human right, and over rea- 
son and over traUi, yet they are not likely to 
find a parliament debaaed enongh to limit a 
mother's right to cleanse her infant. 

W. QmaoN Ward. 



Ah Ibibh Case. — Mr. Joshua Jacob of Limer- 
ick, a Member of the Society of Friends, was 
fined 6d in April for the non- vaccination of his 
child Maria, and in Uay lOs. He appealed to 
the Quarter Sessions aa to the legaUty of the 
second conviction, and Judge Purcell, without 
affirming or revereing the decision of the Magis- 
trates, pointed out that the appellant ought to 
move by cettioiaii. We hear that Mr Jacob, in 
view of the uncertainty and annoyance of legal 
proceedings, does not intend to take further 
action, save by persistent resistance. In his 
famil y he has suffered severely from Vaccination. 

Mb. Alkxandeb Home's Case. — The Wert 
Ham Onardians have agreed unanimously to 
take no ftniiher action against Mr. Hume for 
the present. The Guardians reasonably dislike 
to be defied with impunity. The editor of the 
Stratford Expreaa says the law should be 
altered so as to have children vaccinated in spite 
of the parents. The suggestion is frequently 
made, and it is surprising that some of the 
bolder vaccinators do not exhibit the courage of 
their oonvictionB in an Act of Parliament. 
"Vaccination and Be- Vaccination by Foioe," 
would be a nice cry wherewith to go to the 



EDITOBIAL CREDDUTY. 
WoAT a wondrous instance you have given as 
in your last number of the way in which th« 
many arrive at their conclusions I Dr. Carpenter 
sits upon the Croydon Iieiich,andin his wisdom, 
without a particle of proof, declares thatvaooiita 
put is not animal, but vegetable matter. 
Straightway the editor of the Croj/don Advar- 
titer pronounces the question settled. Some 
laugh at Roman CathohcH, because they B»y 
" Roma locuta ert, causa finita est," but the 
Croydon Advertiier has a medical Pope, and 
that Pope is Dr. Carpenter. Wl^ word, his 
mere ipie dixit, is sufficient for the faitlifril 
worshipper. Talk of kissing Peter's toe 1 This 
is kissing Carpenter's toe ! And the man who 
thus prostrates himself is a teacher of the people 
forsooth, a public journalist I Half the world's 
opinions are thus formed. What are they 
worth? Clearly the editor of the Croydon 
Advertiser puts out his thinking which I profess 
to do for myself. 
Wirkaworth. Chableb H. Colltvs. 

Skall-pok afteb Ihooulatioh. — Mr. Francis 
Toiihnin, of Upper Clapton, writes to the Brit^ 
ilk Medical Journal of 28th June : — " I saw, 
about forty or fifty years ago, so many oases of 
small-poi succeeding inoculation, that I have 
a firm belief that more cases occurred after in- 
oculation than after vaccination, t-ffking into 
account the minority of the former against the 
majority of the latter," 

SiifULrANEons Vaccination and Small-pox. 
— In the same letter he relates, " I was requested 
to see two lads with confiuent small-pos. I in> 
quired of the mother, had she any o&er ohil* 
dren, and had they been vaccinated. She told 
me she had five, and they had not been vacci- 
nated, as her husband did not hold by it. I 
insisted upon doing it, and vaccinated them all. 
The arms all took, but small-pox appeared, and 
ran pari paseu in all five, but in all in a modi- 
fied form." Thus Mr. Toulmin testifies to the 
occurrence of a Jennerian impossibihty — simul- 
taneous vaccination and amall-poi. How he 
knew the small-pox was modified by the vacci- 
nation, he leaves to conjecture. It is the pious 
formula, that vaccination mutt do some good; 
even where it falls, it saves from something 
worse. He adds, " In the house to which I 
went for the vaccine, I found a man much 
Beamed with small-pox, having it again fdlly 
developed." Thus he testifies to small-pox after 
Mveie Bmall-pox— once also thoo^t impoanbls. 
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DR. ILIFF— A CORRECTION. 

In your July number, you refer to a supposed 
statement by me, that I vaooinated two ohildren 
nnsuccessfdlly, and that extensive eruptions 
followed. What I said was, that eraptions often 
appear about the 8rd or 4th month, and that I 
myself had had two remarkable oases within the 
last ten years, in each of which the day for 
Vaccination was fixed, but the operation was 
not carried out; and that shortly after, without 
any visible cause, eruptions had appeared, and 
that I specially said to the mother of one of 
them. Had I vaccinated your baby, would not 
you have attributed the ailment to the Vaccina- 
tion ? Wm. Tiffin Iliff, M.D. 

87 Eennington Park Road, S.E. 
22nd July, 1879. 



Unvaccinated Infants in Dublin. — ^Whilst I 
entirely concur in the opinion that *' the system- 
atic neglect of infantile Vaccination would be 
certain to give origin to and cause the spread of 
small-pox," I cannot admit that the spread of 
smaU-pox in Dublin is due to such systematic 
neglect during the past few years. If this were 
really the case, we should expect to find a great 
number of small-pox cases occurring amongst 
young unvaccinated children ; but the reverse is 
the fact. Such cases are very rare. I can only 
recall one to memory for over two years, and 
the experience of such colleagues as I have 
spoken to on the subject agrees with mine. — 
Report of Jos. Ed. Kenny, M.D., Medical Offi- 
cer, 2 North City, Dublin, 3rd Feb., 1879. 



Anti- Vaccination at Halifax. — An open 
air meeting was held at Halifax on 1st July, at 
which some excellent and effective speeches 
were dehvered. Mr. Samuel Knowles gave a 
description of the origin and progress of Vacci- 
nation, terminating with the Parliamentary 
Return obtained by Mr. Hopwood, which 
showed how infant mortahty had increased by 
25,000 a year through inoculable diseases, the 
direct product of compulsory Vaccination. Mr. 
Amos Booth testified to the remarkable enlight- 
eimient of public opinion in Leicester during the 
past eight years in consequence of the diffusion 
of information accounted heresy by the medical 
profession. He denounced the Vaccination laws 
as an abominable swindle. Let people who 
believe in Vaccination keep it to themselves, and 
not force it with pains and penalties on those 
who know it to be pernicious quackery. 



OPINION VEBSUa FACT. 

Dr. Seaton, Medical Officer to the Privy Coun- 
cil, in his Handbook of Vaccination, p. 272, says . 
— ** But even in its most modified form, small- 
pox is a disease which aU would desire to escape, 
and well conducted re-vaccination appears to 
afford a very sure and reliable means of escape. 
After successful re-vaccination, small-pox, even 
of the most slight or modified kind is rarely met 
with." 

Yet the whole of the following are medically 
reported, or government reported, cases of small- 
pox in re-vaccinated persons — 

Blue Book of 1857, 1388 cases occurring in the 
Prussian army. — Paris, Voltigeurs of the Guard, 
1868, *'inany ** cases. — German soldiers, 1870-2, 
263 deaths, say 2600 cases. — Philadelphia 
Hospital, 1871, 1872, 1875, 52 cases.— Fulham 
Hospital, 1877, 4 cases. — ^Austrian State Railway 
servants, 1872, *73, and 74, 92 cases.— And Dr 
Rowell, medical of&cer for San Francisco, 1868 
and 1869, said — ** Those vaccinated and re- 
vaccinated since the commencement of the 
epidemic of small-pox, were apparently thereby 
rendered more susceptible to the disease.** 



Cobbett on Vaccination. — William Cobbett 
was an admirable detective, and had a sharp 
eye for a quack, and Jenner*s quackery did not 
escape him. Thus he wrote of the occurrence 
of small-pox after vaccination, which Jenner and 
his accessories had pronoimced impossible: — 
**Now, here are instances enough; but every 
reader has heard of, if not seen, scores of others. 
Young Mr. Codd, who had been vaccinated by 
Jenner himself, caught the small-pox at a school; 
and, if I recollect rightly, there were several 
other * vaccinated * youths who did the same at 
the same time. Quackery, however, has always 
a shuffle left. Now that the cow-pox has been 
proved to be no guarantee against the small-pox, 
it makes it * milder * when it comes I A pretty 
shuffle, indeed, this 1 You are to be aU your life 
in fear of it, having as your sole consolation, that 
when it comes (and it may overtake you in a 
camp, or on the seas) it will be * milder!^ It was 
not too mild to kill at Bingwood, and its mtidf- 
ness, in the case of young Mr. Codd, did not 
restrain it from blinding him for a suitable num- 
ber of days. I shall not easily forget the alarm 
and anxiety of the father and mother upon this 
occasion ; both of them the best of parents, and 
both of them now punished for having yielded 
to this fashionable quackery. I will not say, 
justly punished; for affection for their children. 
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in which respect they were never surpassed by 
any parents on earth, was the cause of their 
Ustening to the danger-obviating quackery. 
This, too, is the case with other parents; but 
parents should be under the influence of reason 
and experience, as well as under that of affection ; 
and now, at any rate, they ought to set this 
really dangerous quackery at naught.'* 



The Nantwich Guardians had the cases of 
Mr. John Bell of Victoria Cottage, Pall Mall, 
Nantwich, and Mr. William Pedley of Bur- 
land, Nantwich, before them on 21st June. 
Both have been prosecuted and fined; Bell, a 
workitig man, going to prison rather than pay 
the penalty, his wife, brave woman, encouraging 
him to suffer for conscience sake. Some of the 
Guardians appeared disposed to leniency, but 
were under the conviction that their only course 
was to comply with the law, and have Bell and 
Pedley summoned a&esh before the magistrates. 
It is odd how this notion of irresistible duty 
survives all correction. Guardians are not com- 
pelled to proceed against non-vaocinators after 
a first conviction. On the contrary, they are 
advised by the Local Government Board to ex- 
ercise discretion and refrain from useless prose- 
cutions. Many vaccinators see clearly that 
poUcy requires extremities to be avoided, and 
are by no means grateful to the zeal that stimu- 
lates and advertises resistance. 



HiNTON ON Nursing. — Of all the avocations 
open to women. Hi n ton gave the foremost rank 
to nursing, and was anxious that it should be 
raised to the dignity of a profession. He reversed 
the usual estimate of the relative importance of 
doctor and nurse, beheving that the real cura- 
tive power lay with the latter. An expression 
of surprise was once quoted in his presence — 
** How any woman could condescend to be a 
doctor who had the chance of being a nurse!" 
** Exactly so," he rephed. " When a common- 
place young man says, I want to be a doctor, I 
say. Very well ; because I daresay he will do 
well enough. And if a common-place girl wants 
to be a doctor, I take it for granted she will do 
well enough too. But if a girl says, I want to 
be a nurse, I begin to consider whether she has 
the requisite qualifications. For the nurse's 
profession embraces all that is good in both the 
medical and clerical professions; the positive 
elements of each without the negative elements 
of either. She has the doctor's science without 
his drugs, and the parson's rehgion without his 
dogmas." — Life of James Hinton^ p. 255. 



Philadelphia. — Says the Sa^nitary Becord, 
" An argument in favour of compulsory Vaccina- 
tion is found in the fact that in Philadelphia, with 
nearly a million inhabitants, but where Vaccina- 
tion is general, there was not a single death last 
year from small-pox. Under the old regime the 
number of deaths should be at least a thousand 
annually. ' ' [This paragraph has gone the round 
of the press, and will no doubt be regarded by 
many as conclusive for Vaccination as is Ten- 
terden Steeple for Goodwin Sands. That there 
should be no small-pox in Philadelphia for one 
year, or for a series of years, is in no wise ex- 
traordinary; but small-pox will in due season 
yisii Philadelphia, and carry off its tale of 
victims irrespective of Vaccination. — Ed.J 



The Gateshead Guardians had the case of 
the Rev. ^Mr. Tebb of Winlaton, under discus- 
sion on 8th July. Mr. Tebb has been repeatedly 
before the magistrates for the non-vaccination 
of his children, and on the last occasion was 
fined heavily, but a pubhc meeting was held to 
congratulate him on his resistance to the law 
and to defray his expenses. The Guardians see 
plainly that a contest with a gentleman in Mr. 
Tebb s position is hopeless and humihating, and 
their vaccination of&cer has been warned not to 
proceed against any parent twice without special 
instruction from the Board. Thus an absurd 
law is saved from contiunely by the discretion 
of its administrators ; but why one measure for 
Mr. Tebb at Winlaton, and another for Mr. 
Abel at Faiingdon ? 



Compulsory Vaccination and Parental 
Authority. — Compulsory Vaccination is be- 
yond all comparison the strongest form of 
"parental government" that was ever intro- 
duced into this country. It overrides and 
tramples down parental authority in relation to 
children. It takes them out of the care of the 
father and mother, who are ordained by Provi- 
dence to exercise their parental care, and it 
insists upon a disease being infused into the 
blood of every child in order to prevent the 
contingency of its catcliing another disease. 
That might be justifiable ; but it could only be 
justifiable, not upon medical theories, not upon 
the observance of innumerable precautions and 
the presence of favourable circumstances, but 
upon a truth undeniable, universal in its opera- 
tion, certain in its results, free from peril, and 
an absolute preventive. — Sir, Thoa, Chamher»t 
M,P. 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER VI. 

REVIVAL OF INOCULATION. 

Thx practice of inoculation, thus discredited, 
reyived, and not only revived, but prevailed. 
The revival was gradual, and may be said to 
Have acquired definition about 17i8, under the 
powerful approval of Dr. Mead. In the score 
of years from 1728 to 1748, it is not to be 
iznagined that the practice was abandoned: 
there were always a few repeating the attempt 
to have small-pox without the penalties of 
small-poz, but their success was not conspicuous 
or encouraging. Inoculation was introduced to 
^ generation specially disposed to receive it; 
itnd it was only allowed to slip for a time under 
tlie compulsion of manifest disaster. Perhaps 
tliere never was a people with such a taste for 
^^emedies as the English of last century: the 
cs^ TTiTtt on intelligence was invested in quackery. 
^^TOJi Wesley found time to dabble in medicine, 
^knd to compile a volume of prescriptions for his 
^kjllowerB, entitled Primitive Physic — a piquant 
of good sense with absurdity and 
»dtility. Our forefathers had no clear concep- 
lion of the connection of physical weU-being 
^^vith physical well-doing, and many of the 
^sflsantial conditions of health were unknown to 
'^liezxi- Their physical afflictions were regarded 
m^g mysterious dispensations to be endured with 
x^esi^ation or frustrated with medicines. The 
aaxne attitude of mind is fox from uncommon at 
\he present day, and many will recollect ho^, 
ore sanitary science attained repute, it was con- 
sidered profane to assert that the prevalence of 
typhus was subject to control, and that cholera 
i nsi ght be axrested and suppreseed; whilst a 



drug to subdue either would have been heard of 
with gratitude. Superstition has rarely had 
any objection to the apothecary. 

An incident passed over in histories, although 
far more inwardly characteristic of the mind of 
the 18th Century than a multitude of the super- 
ficialities wherewith their pages are cumbered, 
is that of Joanna Stephens and her remedies for 
the stone. Her cures were so remarkable and 
(on evidence) so indisputable, that a general 
demand arose for the revelation of her secret 
for the public benefit. This revelation ' Mrs. 
Stephens agreed to make on receipt of ^5000 
as compensation ; and a subscription was started, 
to which Fellows of the Koyal Society, physi- 
cians, noblemen, bishops, ladies, and kindly 
folk of all orders set their names. Such how- 
ever was the unanimity and anxiety to possess 
the Stephens secret, that it was pronounced a 
national concern, and Parliament was invoked 
to supply the requisite funds ; whereon an Act 
was passed ** for providing a reward to Joanna 
Stephens upon a proper discovery to be made 
by her of the medicines prepared by her for the 
cure of the stone." The discovery was duly 
disclosed to appointed trustees, one of whom 
was Archbishop of Canterbury, and the ;£5000 
was paid over in 1739 ; and here we have the 
heads of the precious revelation — 

** My medicines are a Powder, a Decoction, 
and a PiU. 

*' The Powder consists of egg-shells and snails, 
both calcined. 

**The Decoction is made by boiling some 
herbs (together with a baU, which consists of 
soap, swine's cresses burnt to a blackness, and 
honey) in water. 

** The Pills consist of snails calcined, wild 
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carrot seeds, bordook seeds, ashen keys, hips 
and hawes, all burnt to a blackness, soap and 
honey. Joanna Stephens. 

" 16th June, 1789." 

The public were apparently satisfied with the 
purchase, but with the usual levity of credulity 
forgot Mrs. Stephens and her marvellous cures 
in the pursuit of fresh nostrums. Fashions in 
medicine are on a par with fashions in dress, 
and have only occasional reference to the per- 
manence and veracity of nature. 

The revival of inoculation in England was 

stimulated by reports from abroad. For instance, 

in the Otntleman^s Magazine it was stated that 

in 1787 there were inoculated in Philadelphia — 

Men and Women, - - -82 

Children under twelve, - -64 

Negroes, 82 

and that out of the 128 only a Negro died. 
Again, in the same magazine for 1788 we 
read — 

" In Barbados in March last there were 
upwards of 8000 persons down in the small- 
pox, where inoculation is practised with great 
success." 

Such repbrts, whilst secure from examination, 
were none the less effective over the public 
imagination. There was a report published by 
Dr. Mead in 1747, which derived great credit 
from his endorsement, and which continues to 
be dted to the present day as proof for inocula- 
tion, but which is a model of convenient and 
circumstantial vagueness worthy of Defoe. 
Thus Mead*s story runs — 

**The following relation was communicated 
to me by a gentleman of great credit. He was 
a merchant at St. Christopher's in the West 
Indies, and in the making of sugar employed a 
great number of slaves. In one year, when the 
small-pox raged with more than ordinary 
violence in the neighbouring islands, with his 
own hands he inoculated three hundred of 
them, from five to sixty years of age, with such 
success, that not one of them died, though most 
of them were negroes. And whereas all the 
Americans suffer this distemper in a most 
terrible manner, yet experience shows, that it 
18 much more dangerous when it attacks the 
natives of Africa." * 

Mead held positions which later and more 
exact inquiry rendered untenable. He wotdd 
not allow that the pus of small-pox could com- 
municate any disease but small-pox, if taken 
from a proper subject — a condition that required 
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supernatural assistance to fulfil. He maintained 
that inoculation generated true small-pox, and 
that as no one could have small-pox twice, 
therefore no one could have small-pox after 
inoculation, and that reports to the contrary 
were not credible. It now goes without saying 
that in this contention Mead was completely at 
fault, but at the time his confidence was not 
inexcusable; and whilst defending and recom- 
mending inoculation, he made admissions which 
folly justified those who resisted and condemned 
his counsels. Let us not forget that the follow- 
ing passage was published in 1747, and was the 
frnit of six-and-twenty years of experience in 
the best London practice. Thus Mead wrote — 

" It ought not to be omitted, that boils and 
swellings under the ears and in the arm-pits 
arise more frequently after the distemper pro- 
cured by art than after that which comes of its 
own accord ; for this reason, as I suppose, that 
the venomous matter is pushed forward with 
less force, which disadvantages Nature makes 
amends for in this way. 

** Therefore all possible means are to be nsed 
to ripen such tumours of whatever kind they 
are : if this cannot be done, they must be opened 
by incision ; and when all the matter is drawn 
out, the body must be purged by proper medi- 
cines, which are to be oftener repeated in this 
than in the natural disease." f 

How just are the judgments of Divine Order I 
These boils, swellings, and tumours were the 
sequences of the violated harmony of the body 
— of the faithless anticipation, the meddling and 
muddling with its processes. 

An extensive series of inoculations took place 
in 1742-45 in the south of England. Small- 
pox was prevalent in Winchester and adjacent 
towns, and Dr. Langrish operated freely on 
whoever resorted to him. In Portsmouth, 
Chichester, Guildford, Petersfield and Win- 
chester, it was said that at least 2,000 were 
poxed, and that only two pregnant women 
perished, who, as usual, ** were inoculated con- 
trary to the advice of their physician.*' The iU 
results, wrote Bishop Maddox, '*were only 
such as might reasonably be supposed to have 
been worse had those operated on had small- 
pox in the natural way *' — such being the 
euphemism wherewith boils, tumours, and other 
sequelsd were accounted for. 

The reviving favour for inoculation was 
indicated in this paragraph from the newspapen 
of 18th April, 1744— 

" Fourteen children, three years old, having 
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bgen inoenlated for the small-pox in the Found- 
ling Hospital, Hatton Oarden, all with good 
gaooess, the Goyemors have resolved to have all 
their ohildren inoculated at the same age/* 

An important movement was made in 1746 
with the opening of a Small-Pox Hospital in 
Cold Bath Fields at which ''the benefit of 
inoculation *' was offered to the poor. At first 
those who applied were taken into the house, 
and nursed through their self-inflicted illness, 
but the proximity of the veritable smaU-pox, 
the regimen, and the seclusion were sufficient 
to deter applicants : those, however, who have 
a hobby to ride grow reckless in presence of 
obstacles, and by-and-by inoculation was offered 
to all comers, who were dismissed to recover 
and diffuse infection in their own homes. 

With the revival of inoculation there was a 
revival of the controversy as to its lawfulness 
theologically. Dr. Isaac Maddox, Bishop of 
Worcester, preached a sermon on behalf of the 
Small-Pox Hospital in St. Andrew's, Holborn, 
on 6th March, 1752,* which excited considerable 
attention. He showed the necessity for such 
an hospital for the poor and forsaken of the 
^[reat city — a necessity incontestable. He men- 
"fcioned (and the remark supplies a curious note 
on the hygiene of the time) that ventilators were 
-^ be introduced, and it was expected that the 
Access of fresh air might benefit the patients. 
Ihe return of the Hospital for 1752 showed 844 
admissions, with 262 recoveries, and 82 deaths 
— a proportion that does not contrast disadvan- 
%ageouBly with 19th century hospitals, fortified 
^^idih sanitary appliances and vaccination. Dur- 
ing the same year 112 inoculations were effected 
Wki the Hospital. The Bishop had been assured 
\xy three eminent surgeons that they had poxed 
3.500 persons with only 8 fatalities, one of them 
(Sergeant Banby) having accomplished 1000 
'^lithoat a mishap. The practice was without 
^oubt lawful, for it averted a dangerous disease, 
mad some risk was inseparable from all methods 
of cure. The practice had alre'ady done much 
"to lessen smaU-pox, and, as it became commoner, 
it would do more. The result of the sermon 
was a subscription of J6809 for the charity at 
the subsequent dinner in the Drapers* Hall. 

The Bishop was singularly at fault in his 
ascription of diminished mortality to inocula- 
tion, for, in 1752, small-pox was more than 
usually rife in the Metropolis, and its prevalence 
was not unreasonably attributed to infection 
from the inoculated. In 1751 the deaths from 
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smaU-pox in London were 998; they rose to 
8588 in 1752 ; decUned to 774 in 1758 ; and rose 
to 2859 in 1754. 

Dr. Doddridge lent his powerful influence in 
favour of inoculation ; and, considering the un- 
qualified assertions of medical men as to its 
benefits and harmlessness, it cannot be said he 
was blameworthy. The audacious assurance 
with which many of them bore down opposition 
overcame the simple-minded, who argued as if 
the world were constituted after the pattern of 
their own innocent hearts. That small-pox fre- 
quently followed inoculation is now known be- 
yond dispute, and yet Dr. Eirkpatrick wrote — 

'* I have heard myself a great many rumours 
of the inoculated being naturally infected after- 
wards, which upon examination proved just as 
many lies.'* * 

How could women and divines resist such 
evidence ? 

A voluble antagonist of inoculation Was the 
Rev. Theodore Delafaye of Canterbury. He 
preached a sermon in that city on the 8rd of 
June, 1758, from the text, ** Let us do evil that 
good may come *' (Bom. iii. 8), and published it 
under the title of Inoculation, an Indefensible 
Practice. He was in turn attacked by the in- 
oculators, and in 1754 issued A Vindication of 
200 pages, in which he returned more than he 
received with vigour rather than discretion. 
His conclusion was — 

** Inoculation I maintain to be, in a religious 
and moral view, a self-destructive, inhuman, 
and impious machination, and in a physical 
one an unreasonable, unnatural, unlawful, most 
hazardous, ineffectual, firuitless, uncertain, un- 
necessary device ; in a word, a practice which 
nature recoils at, which reason opposes, and 
which religion condemns." 

We sometimes read that inoculation was de- 
nounced as Atheism, and we are expected to 
reprobate or to smile at the bigotry ; and, whilst 
we may not approve of the odious stigma, we 
may at the same time recognise the honest sense 
in which it might be affixed. Some who spoke 
of inoculation as Atheistic felt more vividly than 
they could otherwise describe, that it was an in- 
fraction of the deeper sanctity of nature, where 
man's hand cannot enter and prosper, and that 
those who made the attempt could have no pro- 
per sense of Him in whom they lived, and 
moved, and had their being. Moreover, if we 
are to admit that they who thus expressed 
themselves are blameable for excessive vehem- 
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enoe, what are we to say of the more nomero^ 
party who did not hesitate to prononnoe inoou- 
lation a discovery effected in the human mind 
by God himself? If it was reasonable to speak 
of the practice as Theistic, why should it be 
fanatical to assert the contrary, and maintain 
that it involved a negation of Divine Providence ? 
Dr. Kirkpatrick, with the sycophancy which 
was the custom of his age, praised George II. 
for ** the benevolent, and even celestial disposi- 
tion," which induced him to patronise **the 
wonderful and probably Heaven-descended prac- 
tice of inoculation;" and extolled **its equal 
simplicity and success " as demonstrating ** to a 
reflective mind the goodness of Providence in 
making what may be so often necessary, so easily 
accomplished."* It would not be difficult to 
cite scores of confessions of gratitude to God for 
inoculation, but to what purpose ? 

What we think good we necessarily ascribe to 
God, and we do well ; but much that we think 
good is otherwise, or is only partially good ; and 
what then ? Why, we are undeceived and cor- 
rected by experience. We put our notion of 
what is good to the test of practice, and God 
answers us in the event — justifies, amends, or 
confounds us. Thus with inoculation. It was 
fair that those who thought it good should refer 
it to God, and thank him for it; and it was 
equally fair that those who thought it bad should 
say it was none of his — that it was at variance 
with his order, and a discredit to the intelli- 
gence of those who imputed it to Him. How 
was the issue to be determined ? Only by God 
himself. And how would He speak? In the 
results of experience wherein his will would be- 
come manifest beyond equivocation. 

In 1754 inoculation obtained full recognition 
from the London College of Physicians. It was 
declared " that experience had refuted the argu- 
ments urged against the practice; that it was 
now more extensively employed in England 
than ever ; and that it was highly beneficial to 
mankind." The fence of hesitation was thrown 
down, and to be poxed became the distinction 
of all who wished to be numbered with the 
enlightened and the prudent. That the Circas- 
sians were famous for their beauty, and that 
they practised inoculation, was a staple argu- 
ment, and an irresistible, with a multitude of 
Englishwomen. Opposition was chiefly con- 
fined to the lower orders, who objected to have 
the inoculated at large among them, and in some 
places they threatened to demolish the houses 



where inoculation was performed.'*' OcoasionaOj 
a medical practitioner acquired reputation as an 
inoculator, and was resorted to by patients from 
a distance, and his operations were not regarded 
with much favour by his neighbours. Thus the 
physicians and surgeons of Newbury, Berks, were 
compelled by their townsmen to promise to in- 
oculate no one who had not resided in Newbury 
at least two years. 

The new practice created much business, and 
its distribution excited some jealousy. Physicians 
complained that surgeons inoculated without 
their assistance, and surgeons that apothecaries- 
did so likewise. Dr. Eirkpatrick laid down the 
rule that every rightly conducted inoculation 
involved the emplo3rment of physician, surgeon, 
and apothecary — the physician to prepare and 
prescribe for the patient, the surgeon to cut, 
infuse, and dress, and the apothecary to make up 
the medicines. Soipe, however, dispensed with 
all three, and effected their own inoculations, 
A boy poxed fourteen of his schoolfellows in 
sport, and amateur inoculators, male and female, 
multiplied. As an example of amateur procedure, 
Dr. Eirkpatrick relates that a gentleman of Kent 
sent his servant, Silvanus, a young man, to Mrs. 
Chapman, at Heathfield, to be inoculated. He 
had to ride thirteen miles, and arrived hot and 
fatigued at the house of the inoculatrix : he had 
taken his preparatory physic at his master's, 
Mrs. Chapman desired him to get ready at once 
for the operation, which he begged her to defer 
as he was in such a heat. She replied that he 
must be inoculated that very day, Tuesday, or 
remain until the following week, for Tuesday 
was her lucky day. The poor fellow allowed 
himself to be persuaded, and was then and there 
inoculated: severe small-pox ensued, and he 
died.f 

Thus was inoculation revived and established, 
and small-pox with it — established and diffused. 
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A PLEASANT POST-CARD. 

Liverpool, 11th Aiigiist, 1879. 
Some one has had the bad taste to send me a 
copy of your pestUent Inquirer y which I have 
dropped into the waste-paper basket. Publica- 
tions which suggest and encourage resistance to 
law ought to be suppressed and their editors 
prosecuted. Certainly they ought not to enjoy 
postal privileges any more than Bradlaugh and 
Besant's abominations. 

Vaooikatos. 
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PERSECUTION IN ENGLAND. 

Therb are circmnstances in relation to persecn- 
*tion, for conscience sake, which seem to stultify 
our minds. Can Englishmen in 1879, in this 
England of onrs, be imprisoned for conscience 
sake 9 Yes ; there is evidence of it from near 
the black country, in dingy and apathetic 
Birmingham. Has a father in England no 
light to protect his infant from serious evil — 
firom an undoubted evil, which has slaughtered 
a dozen of his children? None whatever. 
If he attempts it, he is treated as a felon. 
England freed her bondsmen from serfdom to 
landlords 805 years ago. England freed her 
negroes from slavery nearly 50 years ago. But 
Englishmen for the last dozen years or less, 
have been flung into an intolerable slavery. 
They are now the serfs of the doctors. For the 
doctors' despotism is rivetted upon English- 
men by Vaccination spies — ^by policemen and 
by magistrates. The doctors cannot be trusted 
from rifling churchyards — and so law binds 
them to decency! The doctors cannot be 
trusted with a dog or a cat and a torture 
chamber; so vivisection must be controlled, 
and doctors limited by law in their horrid 
tortures. But the child of every Englishman 
is handed over to the despotism and cruelty 
of the vaccinating doctor, and positively he may 
slay the child, and there is no punishment ; he 
may pollute the infant with disease more horrible 
than death, and there is no penalty ; not a scrap 
of English law to protect an English child from 
slaughter, or pollution : instant slaughter would 
be a mercy rather than the pollution. 

This slavery oi every English father is indig- 
nantly resented in numerous places; until the 
vile acts of ParUament are scorned and trampled 
under foot. But in Manchester they are so wildly 
seeking a compulsory suppression of publicans, 
that tiiey are insensible to their slavery as 
fathers under CompuUory Vaccination Acts; 
they are so horrified at a reeling drunkard, that 
they are insensible to the slaughter of infants. 
Birmingham could raise a riot, and burst out 
the galleries of a church to suppress church 
rates. But the men of Birmingham are quite 
indifferent to the vaccinating doctors being put 
on the rates, and plimdering the public ; get- 
ting money under false pretences. They have 
so little sense of natural rights and social free- 
dom that they are indifferent to an honest father 
being sent as a felon to jail for a ** holy cmd 
just ewuse.** 

This man John ComfcHrth has had twelve 
ohUdren BlftOghteMd by vaooiziation, or crippled 



down to uselessness, and has swom-that he willnot 
have another slain or polluted by the vaccinat- 
ing doctor. For this noble resolution he is to 
be imprisoned for two months I Yet in Birm- 
ingham the men who ape philanthropy are silent 
as dumb dogs. Yet in Birmingham the men 
who call themselves liberals, and are seeking to 
represent liberal constituencies, in whose breasts 
^* dire ambition reigns,'* but not a sense of social 
freedom, are silent, as if God could not see 
John Comforth in jail. 

The candidates who are anxious to protect 
the freedom of the men of Nottingham and ot 
Ipswich or Aylesbury, who are filled with the 

'* . . . duiined ambition 
That hurl'd from lieaven'0 light miUiona of spirits,** 

are yet empty of all pity for John Comforth, 
and let him rot in jail, if the place is damp 
enough for the work. They who are fedthless 
at home, will not be faithful abroad. 

The case of John Comforth is one of gross 
oppression beyond all precedent in England — 
the England which has denoimced slavery — 
and theoretically given up persecution for con- 
science sake. It could not be beHeved only in 
evidence that no one can challenge. The follow- 
ing is the report of the case before the magis- 
trates — Richards, Chesshire, Lowe and Ellis. — 
From the Bi/rminghamn, Daily Post, August 2, 
1879— 

'* PBOSEGUTION UNDER TEE VAOGINATION ACT. 

" John Comforth, brassfounder, Milton Street, 
was smnmoned for neglecting to have his two 
children vaccinated. Mr. B. Wilcox, vaccina- 
tion officer, said that the elder child, Florence 
Hetty Comforth, was bom on the 18th of 
January, 1878, and as the defendant did not 
attend to the vaccination, he was sunmioned, 
and the justices imposed a fine of ^1 and costs. 
Since then witness and others had visited him and 
endeavoured to persuade him to comply with 
the law, but he still protested against it and 
declined. The other child, Alfred Boz Com- 
forth, was bom on the 12th March this year, 
and defendant persistently refused to have the 
child vaccinated. He had received no certifi- 
cate from the defendant as to the children's 
state of health, and so fax as he knew they were 
fit for vaccination. 

** The defendant commencing with the words : 
— * With pleasure I stand here to vindicate my 
holy and just cause,* said that the reason why 
he refused to have his children vaccinated was 
solely that the last he had vaccinated died in 
sixteen days afterwards, and another had died 
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with absoesses all over it, while another was ill 
for four months. One he alleged was a cripple 
through it, and he objected to complying with 
the law under such circumstances. It wot 
ftmrdering his children. 

" Mb. Fitter (magistrates* clerk). — ^Will you 
have these children vaccinated ? 

" Defendant. — No ; I will not, because it 
murders them. I will go to prison first. 

" Mb. Love. — ^Are you prepared to take the 
consequences, because we must really carry out 
the law ? 

*' Defendant. — I am not. The law has been 
shelved before. There are hundreds of cases 
this gentleman (Mr. Wilcox) does not seek after. 

" Mb. Ellis. — ^We are bound to carry out the 
law, and you will be £med 20s. and costs, or one 
month's imprisonment, in each case. 

** Defendant. — I rn/ust go to prison. Lock 
me up, gentlemen. I will not pay. I swore on 
my dead child^s body that I would not. Defen- 
dant was then removed." 

The Englishman who can read this case, and 
can remain without flushed face, and raised 
pulse, and not indignant at the infamous politi- 
cal tyranny of the Compulsory Vaccination 
Acts is unworthy of the title Englishman, he 
should cease to 
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■peak the tongue 
That Shmkeipeare Bpake, the faith and monla hold 
Which MUton held." 

As to the magistrates, it is a compliment to 
assume that they never read the Vaccination 
Acts. Otherwise, we must believe that they 
are hypocrites. Tyrants at heart, with a pro- 
fession of obligation on the lip. They must, 
under the first summons have tried the man 
by the 81st section. There the magistrate is 
not bound to fine, or imprison ; he is not bound 
to any decision. He can, if '* he sees fit," dis- 
charge the man, refuse to convict at all, applaud 
the man for trying to protect his children or 
anything else. 

The spirit and animus of the magistrates are 
well understood, when after a tale of sorrow 
and suffering, they inflicted the highest penalty 
that the law allows. They were determined to 
have the pound of flesh exactly ; not a drop of 
blood kept back. The man may die, but then 
the pleasures of tyrannical authority are 
sweetened I Authority that gives pain, and can 
crush with penalties, is what the Jack in office 
glories in. His dignity he measures by the 
suffering he can inflict, the ruin he can cause. 
Bui the England that tolerates such tyranny 
FM no fiitare. lie history would shame 



aU English-speaking people. Better fax suoh 
an England should perish, and its shame be 
atoned by its suffering. But we must hope that 
the apathy of such towns as Birmingham will 
be removed, and the shame of imprisonment 
under Compulsory Vaccination Acts be also re- 
moved by the indignation of a once free people. 

W. G. Wabd, F.R.H.S. 

Since the above article was in type, we have 
heard that John Comforth was not locked up ; 
but no thanks to the magistrates. Two bene- 
volent policemen collected 20s. in court, and the 
wife of John Comforth made up the amount of 
fines and expenses. When a law is so cruel that 
it shocks policemen, and they collect money to 
save a victim from its fangs, surely law-makers 
and law-reformers should see that the English 
statute-book is no longer disgraced by an Act 
that panders to a gross superstition, which is 
treason to nature and to the rights of man. 

W. G. W. 

DR. ALLBUTT'S STATISTICS. 

Db. H. a. Allbutt, of Leeds, is engaged on a 
** Defence of Vaccination " in the 8ecula/r Beview^ 
and in the number for 16th August, nmkes the 
following statement — 

**Some time ago a discussion was held at 
Bradford, between Mr. Atkinson, of Leeds, and 
another gentleman, whose name I forget. Mr. 
Atkinson's opponent mentioned the fact, that in 
a certain small-pox hospital 1,000 vaccinated 
and 1,000 unvaccinated persons were admitted 
suffering from small-pox. Of the 1,000 vaooi- 
nated persons 750 recovered, and only 250 died; 
of the 1,000 imvaccinated individuals 750 died^ 
and only 250 recovered. Mr. Booth, of Leeds, 
who was present at the discussion, asked Mr. 
Atkinson to give an answer to the question as 
to why the mortality was so much greater among 
the unvaccinated persons. Mr. Atkinson evaded 
a reply, but, on being pressed, said it was 'a 
lie,' and that the doctors of the hospital had 
* cooked * the statistics. This was no reply — it 
was not an argument, and was a foul slander on 
honourable and upright gentlemen. I hold that 
the above statistics prove the value of vaccina- 
tion as a scientific discovery of high value.** 

If Mr. Atkinson did say the statistics were 
cooked, and that the report was a lie, he com- 
mitted no slander. The statement is so absurd 
that ''He'* is an epithet too severe for the 
trumpery. And, Dr. Allbutt, in asserting that 
such statistics demonstrate the value of yaodna* 
tion, proves how inadequate are his qualifio^* 
tions &>r the advooacy he has assomed. 
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VACCINATION FROM THE CALF. 

[Written for the coming meeting of the Social 
Science Association in Manchester.'] 

Whatsyeb our opinions may be respeoting 
Vaccination, we shall all admit that the ques- 
tion is of yiial importance. The theory of 
Vaccination is that a mild dose of small-pox 
will prevent a severe attack. It is popularly 
supposed that vaccine virus is different from 
small-pox matter. I contend that it is small- 
pox matter, and I call as a witness Dr. Daniel 
Noble, of Manchester, who, in 1889, put his 
name to a Report of the Provincial Medical and 
Surgical Association on The Present State of 
Vaccination, This report contains these words 
(page 81)— 

" Cow-pox and small-pox are not bona fide 
dissimilar, but identical ; and the vaccine 
disease is not a preventive of small-pox but the 
imaU-pox itself-— the virulent and contagious 
disease being a malignant variety." 

If it be denied that vaccine lymph is small-pox 
oiatter, then what is it ? It is small-pox matter 
or something worse. Of vaccination, as xmiver- 
sally done from '* arm-to-arm,*' the Bishop of 
Manchester stated publicly in 1870 — 

" The ground of the opposition to vaccination 
ia that the vaccine lymph carried from one per- 
son to another is so largely tainted with this 
poiBonous [scrofdlous and syphilitic] matter, 
that parents dare not trust their children to 
be vaooinated.** 

To obviate this objection, Drs. Cameron, 
Xitiah, and Flayfair laid a Bill before Parliament 
last session to legalise the use of animal lymph, 
which is thus defined — 

** Atiimikl lymph shall mean vaccine lymph, 
either fresh or preserved, obtained directly from 
oow-pock vescides upon a calf or heifer, and 
derived by propagation through a series of 
calves or heifers obtained from a case of natural 
cow-pock." 

But "natural cow-pock" is now happily un- 
Imown. Even in Dr. Jenner*s day, spontaneous 
cow-pox was rare, and he declared it to be 
* ' inefficient. ' ' Jenner wrote — 

** If there were a real necessity for renovation 

[of the lymph] I should not know what to do, 

£or the precautions of the farmers with respect 

to their horses have driven the cow-pox from 

their herds." 

How is it proposed to replace human with 
animal vaccine 7 Sir Thomas Watson has de- 
scribed how calf lymph can be produced. In the 
NineUenth Oentury for June 1878| he says>— 
^^liiioertainthatone olgeotion [tovaodna- | 



tion] really formidable, does exist — that the 
operation may impart a hateful and destructive 
disease [syphilis]. I can readily sympathise 
with and applaud a father who is willing to sub- 
mit to multiplied penalties rather than expose 
his child to the risk of an infection so ghastly." 

To avoid this •* ghastly risk," and remove an 
" objection reaUy formidable," Sir Thomas 
Watson recommends vaccination from the calf, 
and he says that no other kind should be com- 
pulsory. This is the prescription for producing 
calf lymph— 

'*A healthy and well-nourished calf, about 
three months old, is hired from a butcher, and 
vaccinated in the usual way, on its shaved abdo- 
men, in about sixty places. Upon the punctures 
thus made, vescicles form, and the virus iS| 
about the fifth or sixth day, fit for use from the 
living animal in direct vaccination. The calf is 
returned to the butcher none the worse for what 
has happened." (!) 

The Galway Guardians recently suggested 
that a calf should be inoculated in this way, 
and a member of the Board offered a calf for 
the purpose ; but the Local Government Board 
at Dublin interposed, and wrote — 

'* Small-pox virus, taken from a calf, would 
communicate that disease to a human subject, 
and be thereby a fertile source of propagating 
the disease, and would further render the opera- 
tor liable to prosecution. Vaccination performed 
with lymph taken from a cow which had been 
vaccinated with human lymph is not reliable." 

Dr. Seaton, medical officer of the Local 
Government Board, confirms this. In his 
Handbook of Vaccination^ he says — 

** Dr. Sonderland managed to infect cows by 
enveloping them in blankets taken from the bed 
of a patient who had died of small-pox. Becent 
experiments at Lyons are said to show that it is 
a delusion to suppose that the inoculation of 
cows with variola has ever produced cow-pox, 
for, in fact, it produces real small-pox and 
nothing eke. I think it must be obvious that 
the danger to the comYininity of spreading the 
small-pox would be greatly increased." 

Dr. Seaton therefore concludes (page 887) 
**that the difficulties of applying such a plan 
to the vaccination of the general population are 
quite insuperable;" and he quotes Mr. Ceely 
as the highest authority on the subject, who says 
that so for from being likely to produce fewer 
ailments and cutaneous eruptions, he knows 
from experience that it would, as being more 
ixritating, produce more. 

Vaccination was made oompulsoxy under the 



82 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



impression that it was a safe and certain pre- 
ventive of small-pox. Dr. Jenner in his 
Inquiry (1798, page 6) says, " The person who 
has been thus affected is for ever after secure 
from the infection of the small-pox." Jenner 
wrote to a friend, " The public thinks it is not a 
complete protection. Don't listen to every 
blockhead who says it fails." When failures 
multiplied, and notably after the case of Lord 
Grosvenor, Jenner modified his theory so far as 
to admit that vaccination was only equal in its 
protection to an attack of small-pox. But that 
was a very partial protection, according to his 
own words, for he wrote, " What if 100 or 600 
persons have small-pox after cow-pox ; as many 
can be produced who have small-pox after small- 
pox. I can collect cases of small-pox after 
amall-pox in thousands." 

The history of vaccination and small-po« 
proves that Jenner's theories were unfounded. 
His biographer, Dr. Baron, says — ** It is a pity 
that the modified statements of Dr. Jenner were 
not propounded to the world." If Jenner had 
propounded them. Parliament would not have 
granted Vtim jg80,000, nor would vaccination 
have been made compulsory. 

What ground is there for compulsion ? Every 
person is not liable to small-pox; then why 
insist upon vaccinating every child ? Vaccina- 
tion either protects, or it does not. If it does, 
the vaccinated are safe ; if it does not protect, 
compulsion becomes tyranny. 

It is adnoitted that the infiuence of vaccina- 
tion vanishes in a few years, and that re-vacci- 
nation is necessary. If so, must we submit to 
compulsory re-vaccination ? The English 
people will never submit to that. My conclusion 
is that where doubt and danger are admitted, 
and where guarantee of success, and compensa- 
tion for injury are impossible, compulsion is 
unjustifiable. Henbt Pitman. 



Whucsioal Medicines. — Unicorn's horn and 
the ** skuU of a man who has died by a violent 
death" appear in the pharmacopoeia of the 
College of Physicians of 1678. Unicorn's horn, 
human fat and human skulls, dog's dung, toads, 
vipers, and worms, are retained in the same 
pharmacopceia for 1724. A committee revised the 
pharmacopcsia in 1742, and retained centipedes, 
vipers, and lizards. — H. N. Moseley. [Dr. 
Ratclifife, Dr. Mead and Dr. Freind in con- 
sultation prescribed for a young nobleman in 
amall-poXt ** mixture of the spirit of a human 
skull, and volatile salt. of ammonia." Never- 
thaLeas fth^ p*tieot died.] 



MB. W. GIBSON WARD'S SECOND VISIT 

TO LEDBURY. 

Mr. W. Gibson Ward reappeared at Ledbury 
Petty Sessions on behalf of Thomas Jones of 
MuG^ Marcle on the 6th of Augost. Mr. 
Osman Bicardo was in the chair, and six other 
magistrates were present. The court was 
crowded to hear the champion of the anti- 
vaccinators. After some preliminary sparring, 
the Chairman said that Mr. Ward would have 
to show cause why they should not convict. 

Mr. Ward. — I object to the summons alto- 
gether. If you like to ask your vaooination spy, 
I daresay he will teU you the age of the child. 
I believe it is about 10 months, and the law 
implies that no proceedings are to be taken 
under the 29th clause of the Act until the child 
is past 15 months. 

The vaccination officer stated that the child 
was bom on the 15th September, 1878 ; and the 
Chairman said that the Bench considered that 
the order was properly made. 

Mr. Ward. — That is, that you completely set 
aside the 29th clause ? 

Chairman. — We consider the order properly 
made, and that is the only answer I shall give 
'you. 

Mr. Ward. — ^Very well, I shall proceed. 
Thomas Jones has no theoretical objection to 
the Vaccination Act, but his previous child was 
vaccinated with nine others by Mr. Wood, and 
all ten of them had ulcers through which th^ir 
bones could be seen. 

Chairman. — ^We have nothing to do with 
other children, and do no^ wish to hear of thezn. 
The case before us is that of Thomas Jones. 

Bev. E. Hiogins. — It is for you to show cause 
why we should not convict. 

Mr. Ward. — I am not here to be told what I 
am to say. I appear as advocate for the poor, 
to speak for the helpless in God's name, and I 
hope the Court will have the decency not to 
interrupt me at every moment. 

Chairman. — I must request that you will keep 
yourself to the case of Thomas Jones. As to 
defending the poor, we all defend the poor as 
well as you can. 

Mr. Ward. — Jones's child was one of the 
ten ulcerated through vaccination, and it is 
perfectly in order for me to refer to them as 
collateral evidence. What I now wish you to 
understand is, that under the Slst dause of the 
Act you are Left to exercise your discretion. To 
your conscience and to your humanity, I there* 
fore appeal. Jones has one child at the point 
of death in ooiosequence of vaooinaition, and 
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why should you insist that he plaoe another in 
Himil a r peril ? Sorely you cannot consider it an 
offence for a father to protect his ofkpringl 
Moreover, if you determine to enforce vaccina- 
tion, you have to remember that vaccination is 
impossible, for there is no vaccine in existence. 
There has been no case of cow-pox since 1826, 
and that wa£ a doubtful case. If you go back 
to 1818, and look at Baron's Life of Dr. 
Jenner^ you will see that Jenner himself said 
that if cow-pox had to be renewed, a supply 
could not be found. For sixty years then, 
matter had been passing through scores and 
scores of infieuits, accumulating in its passage 
the evils of many generations, until, at last, no 
one knows what the matter reaUy is, nor if it is 
vaccine at all. If therefore you order Jones's 
c^hild to be vaccinated, and it cannot be vacci- 
nated, you are the law breakers. 

Bsv. E. HiooiNS. — ^What you state has 
nothing to do with us. The law has been read, 
and I shall ask the Clerk to read it again. 

The Clebk read Section 81 of the Act which 
empowers a magistrate to make an order for the 
vaccination of any child if he sees fit. 

Mb. WA&D.-~If he sees fit: it is left to his 
conscience. 

Bsv. E. HiaoiNS. — ^I will ask you a question. 
Is the child vaccinated ? 

Mb. Wabd. —No, nor ever will be. 

Bsv E. ELioaiNS. — Is it unfit to be vacci- 
nated? 

Mb. Wabd. — It is a strong healthy child. 

Bbv. E. Higgiks. — The Act then says that 
conviction is to follow unless some reasonable 
ground is shown that the order cannot be carried 
into effect. You have therefore to show some 
reasonfible grounds against a conviction. 

Ma. Wabd. — ^Every word I have spoken con- 
stitutes reasonable ground. One or two of you 
have spoken about time. You surely do not 
imagine that her Majesty's commission of the 
peace is merely to add J.F. to your names ! If 
public convenience requires you to sit six hours 
or six days, you have no right to plead time 
against an advocate who has a duty to perform. 

Chairman. — ^You do not confine yourself to 
the case, and you do not give us evidence. 

Mb. Wabd, — I am here to give plenty of 
evidence, but you will not listen. 

Chairman. — The decision of the Bench is, 
that Thomas Jones be fined Is. and expenses, 
that is lOs. 6d. 

Mb. Wabd. — Ui^der the circumstances^ your 
decision is reasonable, but Thqnp^ Jones will 
not pay a brass penny. 



Cbaibman. — If the fine is not paid, he will be 
sent to Hereford jail for seven days. 

Mr. Ward. — He will go with pleasure. 

The case has excited general interest in Led- 
bury, and the discussion in Court was reported 
at length in the Hereford Jorvmal. The 
impossibility of Vaccination either in a Jen- 
nerian or etymological sense is a point not to be 
lost sight of. If Vaccination is to be enforced, 
there should be an unquestionable warrant that 
the vaccine is cow-pox. There should not be 
one law for grocers and milkmen and another 
for vaccinators. 



Anti- Vaccination Bigots. — The Pall Mall 
Gazette asks, ** What is to prevent the Permis- 
sive Bill fanatics, the agitators against the 
Contagious Diseases Act, the Female Suffirage 
party, nay, perhaps even the Anti- Vaccination 
Bigots themselves, from combining severally to 
obstruct public business in Parhament imtil 
they each and all of them ' get what they want.' " 
[Suitable epithets are not always at command, 
and thus we suppose bigotry was annexed to 
anti- vaccination ; else we might ask why the 
rejection of a certain prescription should justify 
such a charge, and whether it does not rather 
apply to those who enforce that prescription on 
those who with reason and evidence maintain 
that it is delusive and injurious. — Ed.] 

GuABOiANS IN DisTBESs. — Mr. W. Gibson 
Ward is a member of the Boss Board of 
Guardians, and at a meeting of the Board on 
the 11th of August it was reported that all the 
children bom in the district during the six 
months ending 81st December, 1878, have been 
vaccinated with the exception of 18 ; whereon 
the Bev. E. B. Hawkshaw moved, and the 
Bev. W. Hubne seconded, that the parents 
of the unvaccinated children be proceeded 
against. Mr. Ward moved as an amendment 
that no notice be taken of the cases, and pro- 
ceeded to give the Guardians a lecture on the 
folly of Vaccination in his trenchant style. The 
vigour of his performance was more than they 
could endure, and the chairman. Captain Power, 
suggested that the Clerk should write to the 
Local Government Board, sa3dng that it was 
impossible for them to carry out the Vaccination 
Acts, and soHciting advice. The Chairman's 
proposal was eagerly agreed to, with Mr. Ward's 
assent ; but if the Local Government Board 
ask, Why? can the answer of the Guardians 
be, We have among us an anti-vaccinator who is 
too hard for us, even as David found the sons of 
Zeruiah, and from whom we pray to be deUvered ? 



THE VACCINATION INQCIBEB. 



THE TACCIHATIQW INQTHKER. 



8S 



DB. BBAIDWOOD 
UPON OBDINABY LYMPH. 
Db. F. M. Bbudwood of Birkenhead thiu writei 
in the Bdinburgk Madtcai J(ntmal — 

" Dr. Seaton is carried awaj with the single 
idea, that arm-to-ann vaaciiuition oareiiilly oon- 
dnoted is perfect, and is the only perfect form of 
Taeoination. He neTertheleBB gives certain 
direotionB for the renewal of the vaooine jf it showa 
oertMn improper qualities. The seed is to be 
tlwmjB the same, bat the soil is to be changed. 
Taocine removed from the cow more than eighty 
years ago bj Jemier haa been transmitted con- 
tinnonslj from that time through hnmau beings, 
lometiines through children of decidedly nn- 
bealtby parentage, sometimeH throngh those in 
imperfect health, Bometimea after pnnilent trans- 
lonnation haa affected the Ijmph ; and yet this 
dnid la to be considered purified, * dae and eSec- 
ttrely' protective, by being now transmitted with 
«u« throQgh properly-selected healthy children I 
"If Taocine lymph, a moat delicate organic 
flnid, haa once been allowed to nndergo patho- 
logio&l changes in the vesicles — haa been per- 
mitted, for example, to remain in the vesicle till 
the ninth day, or even later, after vaccination, 
when oapptiration haa commenced to alter its 
QompoBition — can it be sapposed that it has 
ondergone no deterioration? And if such 
lymph is used for Taooination, is it reasonable 
to ooneeive that the passage of this fluid through 
a ohild'e bod; is sofficiest to restore its pnrity, 
ftad to anpply any protective power it may have 
lost ? It is generally admitted that vaocinatioii 
has been performed very carelessly in this 
ootmtry till within the last few years, that 
vaooine has been removed teom yesides onder- 
(foing sappnrative changes and used for vacoina- 
tion, that vaccination haa been performed with 
l^rmph firom imperfectly or improperly developed 
VecdoleH, and yet it is affirmed that if snob lymph 
be osrefblly eniployed, hereafter it will produce 
resolte identical with Uiose of the troe viros — 
'wm be equally protective with the original 
oow-pos. According to this view, the eystem of 
a ohild is made to serve the port, not only of a 
■earching filter, but of a reproducing and re- 
storing spring. If vaccination has been per- 
formed in this country so that one half of those 
TMoinated are not in reaUty protected, seeing 
fbat 60 per cent, of all raodnated persons 
' present imperfect doatrioes, it is presumable 
fliat the ' ordinary lymph ' (not only the 
^mph tiaed in oertun parts of the oonntiy, but 
oU Ae vaomMe rniployed) has suffered from this 
inattentian to the neoessitieB of s^ vaodnation." 



[Dr. Braidwood is argmng in favour of a re- 
sort to " animal vaccine," and it is evident that 
if this discussion is continued and widened. 
Vaccination will come to an end without much 
help fronL anti-vaocinators. How Uttle the 
public suspect the absurdities, not to mention 
the miBchie&, concealed under that blessed word 
Vaccination I A reader of Dr. Braidwood's 
article will readily understand the dislike and 
dismay with which Dr. Cameron's Animal 
Lymph Act was regarded by the official Vacci- 
nation Bing, and with what devoat tbankfolness 
they saw it disappear in the ordinary July 



The ignorance of those who write about Vacd- 
□ation would be incredible on any evidence 
short of actual demonstration. Hen, for in- 
stance. Dr. Braidwood porsaes a course of 
reasoning on the supposition that all the vims 
in use is derived and descended from Jenner's 
cow-pox I He appears never to have heard that 
a large part of the lymph in official circulation 
ia small-pox pna inoculated on cows, having no 
connection with Jenner whatever, nor with the 
prophylactic the discovery of which conferred 
upon him immortaUty aa well as other more 
substantial advantages. — Ed.] 

Vacoihatioh ih New Yokz. — Ur. Wm. Tebh 
who is on an American tour writes — " I called 
on several anti-vacoinators in Hew York, and 
shall see others on my return ', the question here 
is in a most nnsatiafiHtory condition. An 
orthodox M.D. that I met on tbe Fulton Ferry 
said that if statistics conld be obtained the re- 
sults would show that vaecination waa pro- 
ductive of a vast amount of miaohief in New 
York City. He was constantly bearing of 
diseases commnnioated by the operatiou; and as 
smoll-poz was not arrested by it, the practice 
must sooner or later come up for reconsideration. 
The Board of Health regulates the mode of 
vaccination and the times of its repetition ; but 
no statistics are obtainable, and I have not 
been able to hear whether any are kept Some 
public 'Vaccinators who have charge of thickly 
populated quartets in New York Cify are said 
to moke fixim ^20 to ^80 a week, though 
my informant, a New York physioian of forty 
years' practice, said the fee paid by the Board of 
Health is only 2b. for each vaccination. Tbe 
virus in use is provided by the Board of Health, 
and ia said to have originally come from France 
as the product of spontaneons cow-pox, the 
kind oondenmed by Jenner as possessing do 
prophylaetio power.— 4th Augutt, 1870." 
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VACCINATION IN ENGLAND AND 

WALES. 

From the Eighth Annual Report of the Local 
Government Board, just published, we obtain 
some interesting information as to the extent 
and expense of public Vaccination in England 
and Wales. The final returns for 1876 are now 
made up and are thus summarised — 

Births, 887,694 

Successfully Vaccinated, 768,277 

Insusceptible of Vaccination, 848 

Had Small-pox, and therefore un- 

vaccinated, 107 

« 

Dead unvaccinated, 84,980 

Vaccination' postponed by medical 

certificate, 6,528 

Percentage of Children not finally 
accounted for, including Cases 
postponed, 4*3 

This return is described as exceedingly satis- 
factory as showing that of the entire number of 
children whose births were registered in Eng- 
land and Wales, during the year 1876, only 4*3 
per cent, remained unaccounted for. The per- 
centage similarly unaccounted for in the four 
preceding years was 5*1, 4-8, 4*8, and 4*7 respec- 
tively. 

The returns show a marked difference in the 
amount of Vaccination in different parts of the 
kingdom. The Metropolis is still conspicuous 
as furnishing the largest proportion of cases 
which escape Vaccination. In 1876, the cases 
unaccounted for in the Metropolis amounted to 
9-3 per cent, of the births registered ; in 1876, 
this percentage fell to 6'6, and it is hoped that 
future returns will exhibit still further reduc- 
tion. In Poplar, St. Olaves, Wandsworth, Clap- 
ham, Kensington and Westminster, the cases 
unaccounted for are only 3 or 4 per cent.; while 
in Lewisham, a total of 29 cases are unaccoimted 
for out of 1,985 children registered, being only 
1'6 per cent. On the otlier hand, the cases un- 
accounted for in Shoreditch amount to 12 per 
cent., in St. George's-in-the-East to 11 per cent., 
and in the Strand and Whitechapel Unions to 
10 per cent. 

The question is sometimes asked. Who are 
the Unvaccinated ? and the Report offers this 
explanation — 

" No doubt a large proportion of the unions, 
with a high percentage of unvaccinated children, 
is of a floating character, and may be otherwise 
difficult to deal with. And there is one class 
of children which creates a special difficulty, 
namely, those boni in work-houses and lying-in 



institutions, whose mothers often leave for places 
unknown soon after their confinement, and be- 
fore the children have arrived at the age at which 
Vaccination can be conveniently performed, and 
who cannot afterwards be traced. There does 
not, however, seem to be any reason to believe 
that the results which have been attained in 
Poplar and St. Olaves might not be attained 
elsewhere. In the parishes of Shoreditch and 
Whitechapel the proportion of cases which ap- 
parently escape Vaccination, is double that which 
is shown in the returns for Bethnal Green, which 
lies between them ; and in St. George*s-in-the- 
East the percentage is 11, while in the adjacent 
parish of Stepney it is only 6." 

We now come to a pleasant paragraph, one 
which renders due credit to those centres of good 
sense and enlightenment, namely, Keighleyand 
Dewsbury. We read — 

** Next to the Metropolitan division, and 
nearly approaching it in the proportion of cases 
unaccoimted for as regards Vaccination, is the 
county of York, where the default is much 
swollen by the returns firom the Unions of Eeigh- 
ley and Dewsbury, which are the chief, and it 
may fortunately be said, almost the only impor- 
tant centres of extensive opposition to the Vac- 
cination Acts. The localised character of that 
opposition may be illustrated by the fact that, 
while the default in Eeighley is 46, and in Dews- 
bury 83 per cent., the default in all the rest of 
Yorkshire is only 4*1 per cent." 

Banbury, Brentford, Cheltenham, and Lin- 
coln are specified as exhibiting low returns of 
Vaccination, and the authorities have been re- 
monstrated with. 

Then some towns are cited as evidence of 
what is practicable in the way of approach to 
complete Vaccination, as Blackburn with 0*6, 
Huddersfield with 8, Leeds with 1*5, Wigan 
with 1*6, Ashton-under-Lyne with 1*8, and West 
Ham with 1*9 per cent, of cases unaccoimted 
for as regards Vaccination. 

The Divisions of the Kingdom which are most 
completely vaccinated are the Eastern and 
South- Western ; in both of which 97 per cent, 
of children registered are vaccinated ; and there 
are about a dozen counties in which the pro- 
portion rises to about 98 per cent. Of all the 
counties in England and Wales, there are only 
nine in which the proportion of cases unac- 
counted for reaches or exceeds 5 per cent, of the 
registered births. 

It is expected that year after year will exhibit 
still closer approaches of vaccinations to births. 
To excite activity^ the sum of j611,994 has been 
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PAPEBS OP 
SIB JEBVOISE CLABKE JEBYOISE.Babt* 
Thb avowal of the good woman who Baid« " 0, 
no ; we never read the books of the other side, 
for, you see, we might get prejudiced," is more 
amnmng than extraordinary. The chairman of 
the Vaccination Committee of 1871 infonned the 
House of Commons that the Committee was 
only granted on the understanding that *'no 
doubt should or could be cast on the great value 
of vaccination as a prophylactic against small- 
pox" — as if doubt could be excited, it was not to 
the interest of truth and the community to have 
doubt excited I Out of the same lack of confi- 
dence in what is sound and veracious to take care 
of itself, was the suppression of Mr. P. A. Tay- 
lor's speech on the Irish Vaccination Act by the 
managers of the London newspapers. They 
supposed it might disturb the public fidth in a 
sacred medical rite, and in officious zeal pro- 
tected their readers firom imagined injury. 
Such tactics are rarely successful ; what is con- 
cealed acquires vivid importance and is sought 
after and scanned with eager interest. And 
thus it has happened with Mr. Taylor's speech. 
It is reprinted, widely circulated, and perused, 
not only for its conspicuous merits, but because 
in the interest of the medical faction it was 
attempted to huddle it out of sight 

Sir Jervoise Clarke Jervoise has done well to 
reprint Mr. Taylor's speech by way of preface 
to his own evidence as witness before the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons in 1871. 
Mr. Taylor was a member of that Committee, 
and now avows that owing to the force of evidence 
subsequently brought to bear on his mind, he 
could no longer put his name to the report of 
the Committee, which at the time was unani- 
mously agreed to. Such candour in presence of 
an unconvinced public is by no means common, 
but devotion to truth at any cost has been the 
distinction of Mr. Taylor's life. 

Sir J. Clarke Jervoise's evidence was chiefly 
directed to prove that vaccination was no safe- 
guard against small-pox, and that the common 
notions about infection are illusions. We take 
Sir J. C. Jervoise to mean that there is no 
danger from disease apart from actual contact, 
but what constitutes contact ? A sufferer from 
typhus, scarlet fever, or small-pox, generates an 
effluvium which may be harmless in the open air 
or in a well-ventilated apartment, but which if 
inhaled by a visitor in a close chamber may 
beget in the visitor the same disease. The 
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effluvium, we apprehend, would serve fat eon- 
tact, in Sir J. C. Jervoise's sense. Of coutm 
there is often contact, and intimate contact, 
without infection ; some correspondent condi- 
tion of body is requisite to breed disease from 
oifioase. We heard the other day frtnn an old 
gentleman that in his boyhood his mother put 
him to bed with his brother who had small-poz, 
in order that he should catch the disease and 
get through it at the same time. He was kept 
in bed for two or three days, and sucked oranges 
his brother sucked, but in vain ; small-pox he 
did not take, though neither inoculated or vac- 
cinated. Thus even intimate contact will not 
at times serve to communicate zymotic disease. 
We thoroughly agree with Sir J. C. Jervoise 
that it is most desirable that the prevalent 
teirors as to infection should be dissipated. They 
occasion great inconvenience and expense; as 
for example when all the boys at Eton, 880 in 
number, were re-vacdnated at lOs. 6d. a head 
because some re-vaccituUed Scots PusiUer Guazds 
happened to be down with small-pox at Windsor; 
and when the inmates of the Hants Lunatic 
Asylum were re-vaccinated because there were 
cases of small-pox in different parts of the 
county— a folly against which Sir J. C. Jervoise 
protested in an excellent speech at the Winches- 
ter Quarter Sessions, here reprinted. 

The pamphlet also contains some notes on iha 
identity of the vaccine disease with rinderpest 
or cattle-plague illustrated with coloured plates. 
When we observe how the diverse forms of 
zymotic disease are generated in similar condi- 
tions, and how when one type prevails another 
abates or ceases, the conclusion is almost 
inevitable that they are at root varied mani- 
festations of identical disorder. 




NoBwiCH Small-Pox.— DayZi^A^ is a bright 
little paper dealing with the sayings and doings 
of Norwich citizens in delightful contrast with 
the lifeless imbecility of the average newspaper. 
Commenting on the annual report of the Medical 
Officer for the City it is observed — 

" • The protective power of Vaccination ' is 
illustrated in a peculiar fashion. Five persons 
were attacked with small-pox, two were vacci- 
nated, one was not, one was doubtful, and the 
fifth is discreetly passed over without comment. 
Now, we happen to know that this fifth was 
a vaccinated case. ' The protective power of 
Vaccination' is, therefore, shown thus— Five 
cases during the year, of which three were vacci- 
nated, one was not, and one was doubtftiL Two 
deatha— one vaooinatedt And the other not So 
muoh for ' the protective power 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER Vn. 

TBIUMPH OF INOCULATION. 

It having oome to pass, aooording to Jtl)B boast 
of Dr. Eirkpatxick, that inoculation was re- 
garded as "the most salutary practice ever 
discovered for restraining a very loathsome, and 
destroying disorder, which it had nearly ex- 
punged from the catalogue of mortal diseases/' 
it was the aim of physicians and patients to 
itduce the trouble and hazard of the operation 
to the lowest tenns possible. In the words of 
Dr. Jenner, " There was bleeding till the blood 
. was thin, purging till the body was wasted to a 
^:- skeleton, and starving on vegetable diet to keep 
• it so ; " and practitioners who promised to 
% mitigate these rigours, placed themselves in 
V the line of popularity and prosperity. 

Among distinguished easy inoculators was a 
family named Sutton — '*the Buttons" was a 
fiaTtiiliRr name a century ago. Dr. Robert 
Sutton practised surgery and pharmacy at 
Debenham, in Sufiblk, and went into inocula- 
tion with such energy that between 1757 and 
1767 he operated on 2514 patients. His son, 
JEU>bert, setup as inoculator at Bury St. Edmunds, 
"^here he did a large business; but a second 
Qon, Daniel, was the genius of the household. 
Se had been acting as assistant to Mr. £um- 
^tead at Oxford, and returned to his fctther in 
-^768 enthusiastic over a new plan of inoculation 
"thereby the time of preparation was to be 
shortened whilst the patients were to live in 
"^he open air. Old Sutton showed no favour 
^or the projected innovation, whereon Daniel 
opened an inoonlating house on his own account 
M IngalMtone, in Essex, advertising himself as 



inoculator on a now, safe, and sure method. 
The speculation answered. In 17G4 he took 
2000 guineas, and in 1765 his receipts were 
£G300. His fame spread throughout the coun- 
try, and so many resorted to him that lodgings 
were scarcely to bo had in and around Ingate- 
stone. His practice in Kent was also extensive, 
and he was obliged to employ assistants. To 
crown his enterprise, he kept a parson — ^the 
Rev. Robert Houlton, to puff his skill and 
success. According to Houlton, the business 
of Daniel Sutton during three years was as 
follows — 

Inoculated in 1764, - - - 1629 
1705, - - - 4347 
1766, - - - 7816 



»> 



18,792 

to which number was added 6000 inoculated by 
Sutton^s assistants, making a total of 20,000, 
without, said Houlton, a single death.i^ 

Sutton was denounced as a quack, and if to 
reserve as one's own, and to traffic in what is 
proclaimed to be for the common advantage of 
mankind, constitutes a quack, Sutton was one. 
Nevertheless he was successful, and his success 
begot much jealousy, and much ingenuity was 
exercised in ferreting out his secret. 

His secret, so far as it was anything, was an 
open one ; and supposing it necessary to infect 
men*s blood with variolous pus, and then to 
operate for their recovery, there would be much 
to say for Sutton's procedure. His patients 
were obliged to go through a strict preparatory 
regimen for a fortnight, during which every 

* Sermon preached at IngatetUme, ISih October » 1766, in 
defence of Inoculation, M/Uh Appendix on the pretent tUUe 
qf Inoeulation. London, 17S7 
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kind of animal food, with the exception of milk, 
and all fermented liquors and spices were for- 
biddeti. Fruit of all sorts was allowed, unless 
on days when purges were taken. In the course 
of the fortnight a powder was thrice adminis- 
tered at bed-time, and a dose of salts on the 
succeeding morning. When the days of pre- 
paration were accomplished, the patient was 
taken to the inoculating house, where in the 
public room was found an array of people in 
various stages of small-pox. From one of these 
sufferers, the operator selected a pustule to his 
mind, opened it with his lancet, and, turning to 
the patient to be poxed, raised the cuticle on 
the outer part of his arm with the moist lancet, 
and pressed it down with his finger. This was 
the entire operation : no plaster or bandage was 
applied : and from that moment the patient was 
pronounced proof against small-pox, even if he 
should lie in bed with one suffering from the 
disease. Of course there remained the variolous 
affection to be dealt with. The regimen of pre- 
paration was continued unchanged, and a pill 
was taken nightly until the fever came on. 
None were allowed to rest in bed, except for 
sleep, but had to walk abroad and enjoy fresh 
air, even in winter weather. If a patient was 
too sick to go alone, he was supported by atten- 
dants; and when the fever was at its height, he 
was encouraged to drink copiously of cold 
water. 

Much more was attributed to Sutton's pills 
and powders than to his regimen, and these 
were no more than preparations of antimony 
and mercury, with which practitioners of all 
orders were only too familiar. Sutton, however, 
contrived to maintain his mystery until he had 
no longer occasion for it, and lived to recognise 
a worthy successor in Jenner. He removed to 
London in 1767 in hope of enlarging his income, 
but, like many other provincial celebrities, dis- 
covered that he had better have remained where 
he shone without rivals and detractors. 

The Sutton regimen, so far as it might be 
described as '* cool," came into general favour, 
whilst what was called the hot regimen of warm 
rooms, bed, and cordials was correspondingly 
discredited. Contrasting the two methods, Sir 
George Baker, writing in 1771, observed — 

''I found that in the counties of Norfolk, 
Suffolk, and Essex, many thousands of people 
of all ages and constitutions, and some of them 
with every apparent disadvantage, had been 
inoculated with general good success ; whereas 
at Blandford, in Dorset, out of 884 who were 
inoculated, 18 actually died, and many others 



narrowly escaped with their lives from confluent 
small-pox." * 

A famous inoculator was Dr. Thomas Dims- 
dale of Hertford, a Quaker of easy principles. 
He published in 1766 a treatise entitled The 
Present Method of Inoculating for the SmaU- 
Pox — an exposition of the most approved practice 
of the time, which, by one of those curious 
felicities of circumstance, conferred on him a 
European reputation; and in 1781, Tracts on 
Inoculation — a record of his opinions and ad- 
ventures at home and abroad. 

Dimsdale desired to universalise inoculation, 
but with circumspection. He recommended 
that the inhabitants of a suitable district should 
be dealt with as a whole and at once. That the 
names of all should be taken, and on a certain 
day that everyone, who had not had small-pox, 
should be inoculated. That the district should 
then continue in quarantine for about three 
weeks, at the end of which the danger and the 
fear of small-pox would cease, until an unpol- 
luted generation should afresh accumulate. 
The project was not mere dreaming. Dimsdale 
was a man of wealth, influence, energy, and 
effected several complete inoculations of villages 
and parishes in Hertfordshire according to his 
plan. In later years, he combined banking 
with medicine, and the Arm of Dimsdale, 
Fowler and Co. of Comhill originated with ^i^n 
and perpetuates his name. 

Dimsdale's practice lay chiefly among the 
upper classes, to whom he made matters very 
comfortable. As he wrote — 

** 1 do not enjoin any restriction in respect to 
diet, nor direct any medicines to be taken be- 
fore the time of operation by such as appear to 
be in a proper state of health." f 

He was satisfled with administering a powder 
on the evening of the day on which a patient 
was poxed, consisting of calomel, tartar emetic, 
and crabs' claws. 

Whilst labouring to popularise inoculation, 
Dimsdale was strongly opposed to the trade 
therein passing to imauthorised hands — simple, 
safe, and salutary though he asserted it to be. 
Thus he averred — 

'* The mischiefs arising from the practice of 
inoculation by the illiterate and ignorant are 
beyond conception." | 

How iUiteracy should affect inoculation, he 
left to conjecture. He apparently forgot thM 
the practice was derived from people who made 
no pretence to literature, and whose efi&ciency 

• McdieuL TranaactUms, VoL II., Art. xlx. 
t TraeU on InoeviatUm, p. 12e. } lb., p. 107. 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER 



91 



and snccess were, moreover, set forth as warrant 
and encouragement for English imitation. 

In 1775 a Society was formed for General 
Inoculation, and an hospital was opened for the 
purpose at Battle Bridge, on the site of what is 
now the Great Northern Railway station. 
King's Cross. Dr. Lettsom, a popular Quaker 
physician, issued an appeal on hehalf of the 
enterprise, and having invoked Dr. Dimsdale's 
approval, a lively controversy ensued between 
the brethren — ^personal rather than profitable. 
Dimsdale disapproved of indiscrimdnate inocu- 
lation: he was ready to inoculate the whole 
world, but systematically, and under strict 
safeguards. He pointed out that whatever 
might be the advantage to the individual, un- 
less the inoculated patient was rigorously 
secluded, lie would diffuse the disease from 
which he sought to be delivered, and that the 
price of his life might be the destruction of 
many. Dimsdale's warnings were, however, 
slightly regarded, and inoculation was pursued 
^th cnminal recklessness. As Pascal observes, 
of all the faculties given to man, the most awful 
in its consequences is the power of standing 
amid a nmnber of facts, and seeing such as we 
please to see, and being blind to the rest. 

Specially remarkable in connection with the 
fimall-pox of last century was the exaggerated 
"^Tror expressed for it by professional inocula- 
'tK>r8, and the little real terror practically mani- 
fested. It was by no means the most fatal of 
^Useases, nor was it a large factor in the common 
snortality. Wherever we test the matter by 
Xinbiased contemporary evidence, we find the 
outcry factitious, and that the dreadful and 
desolating malady from which Jenner delivered 
liis country is merely a fiction continued by the 
TacdnatoTS from the inoculators. For proof let 
us torn to the evidence of Dr. Alexander Monro, 
Professor of Medicine and Anatomy in the Uni- 
Tersity of Edinburgh. The Faculty of Medicine 
in Paris had appointed a conmoission to inquire 
into the advantages of inoculation, which in the 
course of duty applied to Monro, who in res- 
ponse produced and published in 1765 An 
Aecownt of the Inoculation of Small-Pox in 
Scotland. He reported that from the introduc- 
tion of the practice by Maitland in 1726, there 
had been 5554 inoculations effected in Scotland 
with 72 fatalities; that is to say about 140 
annually with deaths 1 in 78, according to the 
confession ofthe inoculators themselves. Monro 
further stated that the practice was disliked in 
Scotland as "a tempting of Providence,*' an 
unwarrantable zisk of life for an uncertain 



advantage. Our present interest, however, is 
in the statistics of deaths from small-pox in 
Edinburgh for a series of twenty years thus 
adduced by Monro. 



Burials 

from all From 
Diseases. S.-Pox. 

1744 1345 167 

1745 1463 141 

1746 1712-.. ..128 

1747 1200 71 

1748 1286 167 

1749 1182 192 

1750 1038 64 

1751 1241 109 

1752 1187 147 

1753 1105 70 



Burials 

flx>mall From 
Diseases. S.-Pox. 

104 

89 

126 

118 

52 

282 

66 

6 

274 

128 



1754... 


...1215 


1755... 


...1187 


1756... 


...1316 


1757... 


...1267 


1758... 


...1001 


1759... 


...1186 


1760... 


...1128 


1761... 


... 908 


1762... 


...1305 ' 


1763... 


...1160 



12,709 1256 i 11,613 1185 

Here we have a piece of valid experience with 
every advantage to the small-pox terrorist : for 
Edinburgh last century was a city contrived as 
if for the generation and perpetuation of small- 
pox. The population of 45,000 was lodged 
thickly in fiats, in houses of many storeys, 
closely built in lanes and courts — a population 
densely compacted as any in Europe, with 
arrangements for cleanliness indescribable, at 
this day perhaps incredible. Yet in conditions 
so propitious to small-pox, we see before us the 
total outcome during a series of twenty years ; 
and reprehensible as the result may appear to 
contemporary sanitarians, who hold, and rightly 
hold, that all zymotic diseases are preventible, 
yet it affected Monro with no anxiety or dismay : 
nor does the rate of mortality of old Edinburgh 
contrast imfavourably with that of the modem 
city. The case of Edinburgh, however, serves 
to show that in all cases when we hear of the 
ravages of smaU-pox before Jenner appeared as 
deHverer, our policy is to insist firmly upon the 
production of special and adequate evidence : it 
is monstrous that the assertions of common 
quacks, whether inoculators or vaccinators, 
shoidd pass into tradition and be accepted as 
unquestionable verity. 

We have, moreover, to observe that the 
mortaUty from small-pox in Edinburgh was 
infantile mortality ; for as Monro testifies — 

'* The inhabitants of Scotland generally have 
the small-pox in their infancy or childhood; 
very few adults being seen in this disease. 
Whether this is owing to any particular consti- 
tution of the air, or of the people, or to the 

* Monro accounts for the excessive mortality of this year by 
the presence of r^^iments in Edinburgh after the suppression 
of the rebellion of 1746. 
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disease not being so much dreaded as to cause 
any to fly from the place where it is, or to the 
great intercourse which must be among the 
inhabitants of the towns, of whicli several, nay, 
many flEunilies enter to their houses by one com- 
mon stair, while in the villages the peasants are 
generally assistant to their neighbours of whose 
family any is sick, it is not now necessary to 
inquire." 

Not only were the habits of the people contri- 
butory to the diffusion of eruptive disorders, but 
likewise their food, of which oatmeal was the 
staple, whilst vegetables were few, fruits rare, 
and tea unknown. Hence many maladies had 
free course, and, as Dean Bamsay relates, a girl 
on her arrival at Mrs. Betty Muirheid's board- 
ing-school in the Trongate, Glasgow, when 
asked whether she had had small-pox, repHed, 
** Yes, mem, I*ve had the sma*pox, the nirls 
(measles), the blabs (nettle-rash), the scaw, 
(itch), the kink-host (whooping-cough), the 
fever, the branks (mumps), and the worm 
(toothache)." 

A last word as to Lady Mary Wortley Mon- 
tagu. After a residence of twenty years in 
Italy, she returned to England to die, 21st 
August, 1762. On the west side of the north 
door in Lichfield Cathedral, there is a female 
figure, in marble, leaning on an urn inscribed 
M. W. M. The inscription runs — 

SAORBD TO THE MEMORY OF 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

LADY MARY WORTLEY MONTAGU, 

WHO HAPPILY INTRODUCED, FROM TURKEY, 

INTO THIS COUNTRY, 

THE SALUTARY ART OF INOCULATING THE SMALL-POX. 

CONVINCED OF ITS EFFICACY, 

SHE FIRST TRIED IT WITH SUCCESS 

ON HER OWN CHILDREN, 

AND THEN RECOMMENDED THE PRACTICE OF IT TO 

HER FELLOW-CmZENS. 

THUS, BY HER EXAMPLE AND ADVICE, 

WE HAVE SOFTENED THE VIRULENCE, AND 

ESCAPED THE DANGER, OF THIS MALIGNANT DISEASE. 

TO PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF SUCH BENEVOLENCE, 

AND TO EXPRESS HER GRATITUDE 

FOR THE BENEFIT SHE HERSELF RECEIVED FROM 

THIS ALLEVIATING ART, 

THIS MONUMENT IS ERECTED BY 

HENRIETTA INGE, 

RELICT OF THEODORE WILLIAM INGE, ESQ., 

AND DAUGHTER OF SIR JOHN WROTTESLEY, BART., 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, 

MDCCLXXXIX. 

Whilst we do not resort to epitaphs for truth, 
we may disoorer in them what was taken for 
trath, or what was wished to be taken for truth. 



We have in the foregoing epitaph the legend 
which has caught the popular fancy, and which 
is likely to survive corrections and contradictions 
innumerable. It is the custom of mankind to 
identify a common movement with some pro- 
minent or picturesque figure in the movement, 
and to suppress and forget the rest. The prac- 
tice is convenient, but illusory, and taints aU 
history with fable. 

It may be said that the practice of inoculation 
met with no active resistance in England during 
the last thirty years of last century. How 
widely and deeply it extended it would be diffi- 
cult to determine. The probability is, that the 
mass of the population was untouched, and that 
poxiug was limited to the upper and middle 
classes, and to the lower so far as they came 
imder the immediate influence of those above 
them. We have, perhaps, an index to the con- 
dition of affairs in Dr. Wm. Buchan*s DomesHe 
Medicine, first published in 1769, which ran 
through eighteen editions, amoimting to 80,000 
copies, in the author's life-time. It is not uncom- 
mon to refer contemptuously to Buohan, but his 
work was the production of a man of vigorous 
good sense with faith in the good sense of his 
readers — a book creditable to the author and to 
the multitude who appreciated him. 

Buchan was an inoculator, a zealous advocate 
of inoculation, and earnestly laboured to univer- 
sahse the practice. In the Domestic Medicine^ 
ed. 1797, he wrote — 

" No discovery can be of general utihty while 
the practice of it is kept in the hands of a few 
Had inoculation been practised by the same 
kind of operators in our country as in the 
countries firom which we derived it, it had long 
ago been universal. The fears, the jealousies, 
the prejudices, and the opposite interests of the 
Faculty are, and ever will be, the most effectual 
obstacles to the progress of any salutary disco- 
very. Hence it is that inoculation never 
became in any manner general in England till 
taken up by men not bred to physic." 

Consistently with this opinion, Buchan stron^y 
advocated domestic practice, saying — 

'* They know very Uttle of the matter, who 
impute the success of modem inoculators to any 
superior skill, either in preparing the patient or 
communicating the disease. Some of them, 
indeed, from a sordid desire of engrossing fh« 
whole practice to themselves, pretend to have 
extraordinary secrets or nostrums for preparing 
persons for inoculation, which never fail of 
success. But this is only a pretence oalcnlftted 
to blind the ignorant and inattentive. Ckmunon* 
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sense and prudence alone are sufficient both in 
the choice of the subject and management of 
the operation. Whoever is possessed of these 
may perform this office for his children when- 
ever he finds it convenient, provided tliey he in 
a good state of health, 

** This statement is not the result of theory, 
but of observation. Though few physicians 
have had more opportunities of trying inocula- 
tion in all its different forms, so Httle appears to 
me to depend on those generally reckoned im- 
portant circumstances, of preparing the body, 
c ommunic ating the infection by this or the other 
method, etc, that, for several years past, I have 
persuaded parents and nurses to perform the 
entire operation themselves. 
" I have known many instances of mothers 
-inoculating their children, and never so much 
.a» heard of one bad consequence. Common 
=3nechanic8 often, to my knowledge, perform the 
^>peration with as good success as physicians." 

EEaving described the ordinary method of 
^inoculation by incision with a lancet dipped in 
I^ms, he goes on to say — 

"If fresh matter be applied long enough to 
"Ae skin, there is no occasion for any wound at 
^alL Let a bit of thread, about half an inch 
^ong, wet with the matter, be immediately 
•^kpplied to the arm, midway between the shoulder 
•aind the elbow, and covered with a piece of 
^common sticking-plaster, and kept on for eight 
^r ten days. This will seldom fedl to communi- 
^cate the disease. 

" Instead of multiplying arguments to recom- 
-^nend this practice, I shall beg leave to mention 
'Wie case of my own son, at the time an only 
^Md. After giving him two gentle purges, I 
ordered the nurse to take a bit of thread which 
3iad been previously wet with fresh matter from 
"Sfi pock, and to lay it upon his arm, covering it 
^Hfith a piece of sticking-plaster. This remained 
^>n six or seven days, until it was rubbed off by 
^Mscident. At the usual time smaU-pox made 
'Cheir appearance, and were exceedingly favour- 
^ible. Surely this, which is all that is generally 
^leoessary, may be done without any skill in 
ledidne." 

Thus was smaU-pox made easy 1 
Boohan appealed to the dergy for co-opera- 
88 inooulators — 

The persons to whom we would chiefly re- 
commend the performance of this operation are 
'the clergy. Most of them know something of 
medicine. Almost all of them bleed, and can 
order a purge, which are all the qualifications 
for the praotioe of inoculation." 
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And as propagandists — 
** No set of men have it so much in their 
power to render the practice of inoculation 
general as the clergy, the greatest opposition to 
it still arising from some scruples of conscience, 
which they alone can remove. I would recom- 
mend them not only to endeavour to remove 
the reHgious objections which weak minds have 
to this salutary practice, but to enjoin it as a 
duty, and to point out the danger of neglecting 
to make use of a means which Providence has 
put in our power for saving the Hves of our 
ofTspring. Surely such parents as wilfully 
neglect the means of saving their cliildren's lives 
are as guilty as those who put them to death.*' 

How familiar have vaccinators rendered this 
line of adjuration I If you do not comply with 
our prescription, and your children catch small- 
pox, then are you their murderers. 

Here is another pcissage from Buchan, which 
with equal accuracy might apply to Vaccination 
— is indeed what is perpetually asserted to be 
the truth concerning Vaccination — 

" As the SmaU-pox is now become an epi- 
demical disease in most parts of the known 
world, no other choice remains but to render 
the malady as mild as possible. This is the 
only manner of extirpation now left in our 
power; and though it may seem paradoxical, 
the ariificial method of communicating the 
disease, could it be rendered universal, would 
amoimt to nearly the same thing as rooting it 
out. It is a matter of small consequence whether 
a disease be entirely extirpated, or rendered so 
mild as neither to destroy life nor hurt the con- 
stitution ; but that this may be done by Inocula- 
tion, does not now admit of a doubt. The 
numbers who die tmder inoculation hardly 
deserve to be named. In the natural way, one 
in four or five generally dies; but by inoculation 
not one of a thousand. Nay, some can boast of 
having inoculated ten thousand without the loss 
of a single patient.*' 

In this deliverance, Buchan did not lie, nor 
did he speak for himself alone, but expressed 
the medical opinion of his time, precisely as a 
physician of to-day testifies concerning Vacci- 
nation. Yet we all know that Buchan was 
radically at fault, and substituted what he 
wished to be true for what was true. 

I cannot leave Buchan without a few words 
in his favour, for, according to his lights, he was 
a worthy fellow, and the words shall be his own. 
He wrote — 

** I am old enough to remember the time 
when the success of inoculation was supposed to 
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be entirely owing to tlie preparation of the body, 
as it waa called; bnt I am conviiiced that snch 
preparatioii always has done, and still does, 
more hana than good. The bodi/ cannot be 
better prepared to meet a iUeaee, than by being 
in good health. Medicine may core a disease, 
bnt it cannot mend good health. When a person 
enjojB the blessing of health, he onght never to 
meddle with medicine on any aooonnt whatever." 
No: nor with half an inch of thread dipped 
inpoz. 

UNANIMITY OF MEDICAL AUTHORITIES. 
Mr. Strickland Constable in Our Medicine 
Men relates how he has given himself to the 
study of Vaccination. Some years ago he com- 
menced to examine authorities on each side of 
the question, but finding nothing bnt confusion, 
ho says — " I decided to do what I ought to 
have done at first, namely, to examine and 
ascertain solely the opinions of the advocates of 
Vaccination." The result of his investigation 
be sets forth in for^ contradictory propositions, 
amongst which are the following— 

" (1) That vaccination is an almost perfect 
safegnu^ against small-pox. 

"(2) That vaccination has no protectLve effect 
against severe small-pox. 

" (8) That lymph should only he taken from 
a healthy child. 

" (41 That it is no matter whether the child 
be healthy. 

" (II) That the more punctnies the greater 
the protection. 

" (12) That one puncture is as good as a 
hundred. 

" (28) That impurity of lymph is easy to teU 
by the eyesight, 

" (29) That impurity of lymph cannot be dis- 
covered even with the strongest microscope." 

He farther says — 

"I could fill TolunuB with similar contradic- 
tory opinions held by the advocates of vaccina- 
tion. It is really very disheartening to an 
earnest searcher for truth to find such hopeless 
difference among the doctors; bnt I suppose 
there is no help for it." 

Trmpeb ahd Tbotb. — Our opinions are less 
important than the spirit and temper with which 
they possess us, and even good opinions are 
worth very little unless we hold them in a broad, 
intelligent, and spaoioos way. — Joen Mdrlet. 

Crown or Ohltorx. — Of all mental gifts the 
rarest is intellectual patience, and the last lesson 
of culture is to believe in difBoulties which are 
invisible to ourselves. — Miss WRnowoon. 



MEMORIAL 
To the Eight Eon. the Marquie of EartiTigfim, 
M.P., from the Northumberland and Dur- 
ham Aiaociation of the Opponents of 
Compuliory Vaccination. 
Most Noble Mabquib, 

The ondersignsd do not, in 
addressing your lordship, call your attention to 
a matter affecting only a few, and lightly 
thought of by those whom it affects, bnt they 
desire very respectfully to urge yonr lordship 
to the consideration of a question which 
affects every British subject bom in the 
realm, and which is always a matter of con- 
cern, and often of very Berioos moment, to 
British parents. 

We most not Ughtly pass over the fact that 
vaccination is stringently enforced. Where, 
as in education, there can be no qnestion as to 
tlie good done by compulsion and the enforce- 
ment of pnbhe sentiment upon private opinion, 
the risk of rousing opposition run by the State 
is grave enough; hut where eiception can be 
taken to the enforcement upon the individual 
of certain State-supported doctrines, there is 
tyranny and oppression, begetting discontent, 
and eventually revolt. Were this subject left 
to thejudgment of every parent, yourmemortal- 
ists would not be found agitating for a change. 
But it is far otherwise. No option is allowed ; 
no judgment, however well formed; upon how- 
soever carefully collected evidence decided ; 
upon whatsoever indisputable basis of fact it is 
buUt, avails anything. The rite must be blindly 
obeyed and submitted to. 

And even here, if we were not confronted 
with an array of facts of most overwhelming 
importance, we shonld hesitate to demand 
freedom from this restraint in the present 
pohtical juncture. But unless we would be 
folse to every true parental and manly instinct 
worthy of regard, we must demand that legis- 
lation whidi outrages tmth, health, and science 
he not longer enforced upon ns. If, as is now 
incontestably proved, and in part generally 
admitted, primary vaccination is no preventive 
of small-pox, then the Acts enforcing primary 
vaccination (and our laws do no more) are 
among the most wanton and cruel which ever 
ruler set hand and seal to. 

We would, in support of our contention, par- 
ticularly direct attention to three points cmcial 
to the whole matter of vaccination. 

First — The enforcement of vaccination does 
not alter the incidence of small-poi. 
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Second — ^It does not produce any security in 
the Tacoinated. 

Third — Even supposing that there is less 
imall-pox than before its enforcement, vaccina- 
tion gives no saving of life, for the death-rate 
remains the same. 

As to the incidence of natural small-pox, it 
remains exactly what it ever has been — an 
epidemic disorder. As an epidemic it visits the 
best vaccinated countries of the world, as it 
visited them before vaccination was dreamt of. 
There were then periods when it was almost 
nnkaown, alternating with times of extreme 
prevalence. And the causes of this prevalence 
in epidemic years are as little certainly under- 
stood now as then. 

Bat this is not all. We appear to have not 
only no alteration of the incidence as regards 
prevalence, but, as stated in our second point, 
ttte vaccinated are not secure. Not to go to 
^reat detail, let us for example take the Liver- 
IK>ol (1876-76), Glasgow (1870-72), Homer- 
ton (1871-76), MetropoHtan (1870-71-72), and 
X>ublin (1870-78, 1876-78) Hospitals. These 
tcreated 22,465 oases of small-pox. And the 
doctors attending these patients have recorded 
X7«056 of them as vaccinated. Mr. Marson 
Blio'wed conclusively in his evidence before the 
X671 Select Committee, that the vaccinated 
l^atients rose in proportion with the increase of 
'va<^cinations among the general public. 

So great an experience of vaccinated small- 
pox must, you will say, have produced an 
expression of opinion different from that of 
Edward Jenner. And it has. On page 44 of 
the very-much-quoted Hospital Beport of Dr. 
Gayton he declares — '* Be- vaccination after 
puberty has been acknowledged over and over 
again to give to those who have been indiffer- 
ently vaccinated in infancy another chance of 
being protected, and as I presume no one is 
yrepa/red to state that primary va^ccination is 
an ahsolute protection from small-pox, it is at 
least a good plan, as a rule, to re-vaccinate after 
a certain age." 

It is of the first importance to us that this is 
now acknowledged. The Lancet is equally 
frank in its expressions, and it may be now taken 
as generally conceded that primary vaccination 
does not protect from small-pox. 

But if so, we must press our case as complete. 
Be-vaooination is not enforced, except in the 
anny. It is held that it cannot be enforced. 
And if it was, precisely the same history of 
fiaksre would in time be recorded. There are 
thonsanflft of medically-reoorded cases of re- 



vaccinated small-pox, and great numbers of our 
hospital patients upon whom many vaccine 
marks are found are probably re-vaccinated 
The marks, of course, do not show whether the 
vaccination was primary or secondary. 

Then we are compelling the infliction of a 
perfectly useless rite. We say perfectly useless, 
because there is no ground in fact for declaring 
the " protection " to wear off " at puberty." 
At every distance of time, from vaccination tlie 
disease of small-pox occurs, and death from it. 

But the third point will further enforce our 
contention ; for Edward Jenner and his friends 
were particular in affi rmin g that the influence of 
Vaccination in reducing small-pox, and especially 
fatal small-pox, would reduce the death-rate. 
Dr. Baron, in his Life of Jenner (vol. II., p. 247), 
gives the " accurate calculation " of the death- 
rate of 1801 as one in 47 (or 21*28 per thousand). 
It is to-day about 22 per thousand. There was 
comparatively little Vaccination performed in 
1838 (the first year of registration), and compul- 
sory Vaccination dates only from 1863; yet, 
with the exception of cholera years, the death- 
rate is about the same all through from that 
year to this (1838 to 1878). 

We hold that these considerations should 
make our case convincing. 

But we cannot conclude without referring to 
a difficulty which is acknowledged as it never 
has been acknowledged before. For a very 
long period all the medical authorities were 
united in refusing to acknowledge that the prac- 
tice of Vaccination was fraught with risk of evil 
contamination, by conveying with it other dis- 
eases than cow-pox. To-day this risk stands 
fairly and frankly admitted. 

Your Lordship is aware that Dr. Cameron, 
Earl Percy, Dr. Lyon Playfair, and Dr. Lush, 
have made this now acknowledged risk the 
basis of their * 'Animal Vaccination" Bill, which 
was introduced into the House of Commons in 
the session just closed. Sir Thomas Watson 
and other eminent doctors' strongly expressed 
opinions we need not here recount. But it is 
not a trifle that a contention so long held should 
be at last abandoned. It also presumptively 
shows the large amount of evil influence before 
change of opinion was brought about. 

We would strongly impress upon you that the 
declaration of some partisans that the calf is 
clear from such dangers of contamination, is 
emphatically disproved by unfortunate occur- 
rences, some of which are mentioned by Dr. 
Seaton in his **12th Beport of the Medical 
Officer of the Privy Council," 1869, and by 
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oouirenoes named in other works. Dr. Martin, 
the celebrated heifer cow-pox specialist, has 
published a pamphlet specially dealing with 
these " unfortunate results " (1877), which 
appear to have been only less numerous than 
by the other practice, if indeed they have, 
because of the special care with which the use 
of heifer cow-pox has been attended, care which 
would not be possible if it was taken from the 
hands of the specialists and remitted to the pro- 
fession generally. 

An immense sum of money is being annually 
wasted upon Vaccination, more than jB100,000 
of public money, exclusive of private fees. A 
very great amount of hardship is endured by 
parents and guardians of children ; a large sum 
of misery feJls to the children themselves. 
Government in enforcing Vaccination becomes 
the enemy of infant health, makes many a 
home miserable by the evils which result from 
it» and rouses unnecessary hatred and ill-will 
among its subjects. 

No good comes of the practice. Small-pox is 
not averted. Epidemics are not prevented or 
arrested. Deaths are not decreased. 

In the name of freedom outraged; in the 
name of health always invaded and too often 
banished by this rite ; in the name of economy, 
more than ever necessary in the distribution of 
taxation, we ask you to use your influence in 
the time which is coming, when the opportunity 
may be yours, to wipe out from the Statute- 
book these instruments of useless oppression, 
these enactments whose work is to disease the 
young and taint the life of the healthy, these 
vestiges of ignorant superstition — ^the Vaccina- 
tion Acts of England and Wales. 

G. S. GiBBS, F.S.S., Darlington. 
John Lucas, Gateshead. 
Councillor Bobson, Gateshead. 
Bev. A. Tebb, Winlaton-on-Tyne. 
Councillor M*Debmott, Gateshead. 
Alex. Wheeler, Darlington. 

Executive Convmittee. 

Edmund Prooteb, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Hon. Secy, 



BoYAL Turk's Head Hotel, 
Newca8Tle-on-Ttne, 18th Sept., 1879. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Marquis of Hart- 
ington to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated September 15, in which you request 
him to receive a deputation during his stay 
in Newcastle from the Northumberland and 



Durham Association of the Opponents of Com- 
pulsory Vaccination. 

His lordship, in acknowledging the receipt of 
the memorial enclosed in your letter, wishes 
me to express his regret that he is unable to 
accede to your request, as his arrangements 
will not admit of his receiving the deputation 
during his stay in Newcastle. 

I remain, yours faithfully, 

B. Baliol Brett. 

Alex. Wheeler, Darlington.' 



A FBENCHMAN'S CBITICISM. 

I must say that I think Mr. Young and Mr. 
Ward are mistaken in suggesting and reoom- 
mending remedies for vaccination. We maybe 
sure that the poisoning of the blood by the 
vaccinator's lancet is instantaneous, and cannot 
be arrested by ammonia, borax, or aught else. 
For what chemical reason Mr. Ward selectB 
borax in preference to soda, caustic or car- 
bonate, I cannot conceive. Were any chemical 
available, I should specify a few grams of per- 
manganate of potassium, or your Condy's fluid, 
a most powerful oxidiser and disinfectant; but 
to do so would be to mislead. We have also to 
remember that a child is not vaccinated until 
the vaccinator is satisfied that his virus has 
taken effect, and he has granted his certiflcate. 
Do not then add illusion to affliction. 

Nor ought any favour be shown to medication 
of the blood to frustrate vaccination. If a child 
or adult is vaccinated, nothing is more dedrable 
than a " good arm '* — free inflammation and 
suppuration; for thereby the poison is to a 
greater or less extent eliminated from the 
system. Nothing can be worse than inoculation 
that does not *' take." The poison is retained 
in the system, and re-appears in disorders — 
some transient, some permanent, some £fttaL 
The curses of Vaccination are Protean. 

It seems to me that you Anti- Vaccinators are 
a helpless party, given to screaming and scolding 
rather than to business after the practical 
English fashion. Why do you not form a League 
for mutual defence, for tiie provision of l^al 
assistance, and for the payment of each other's 
flnes? It is certain you will never secure 
respect and attention until you contrive to act 
like a Trades Union. I know that you are in 
the right, but to be right is not sufficient if you 
have not acuooir fcdre ; in which respect, I have 
long remarked, you are strangely deficient — ixa 
Englishmen. E. Zouu 
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HOW I BECAME AN ANTI- VACCINATOR. 

Tex vexed qneetioii of Yacomation came under 

my notice in this way. My wife and I allowed 

onr first-bom children to be vaccinated as a 

matter of oonrse. Like most young couples, 

we had not studied the question physiologically 

or politically, and never dreamt of questioning 

its rightfulness. It was considered to be the 

doctor's business, not ours. We have since 

learned that it is perilous for people to submit 

their bodies to the doctors or their souls to the 

piieste. 

The Yaocination of our second daughter was 
foUovred by a shocking abscess under one of her 
eyes, which threatened to destroy her sight. 
QThis led me to think, read, and inquire into 

. I discovered that abscesses, ulcers, 

erysipelas, often followed the infusion into 

tixe blood of the corrupt matter miscalled 

•• lymph." I got a second-hand copy of Dr. 

Jenner's "Inquiry" (which cost me half-a- 

£r^3inea)y and the description he gave of the 

efieots of Yaocination convinced me that it was 

w^ mnoih worse infliction than small-pox, which 

is not a disease to which infants are particularly 

IxAble ; in fisust, more children die from bums 

scalds than from smaU-pox. 

I qneetioned our doctor, a homoeopathist, but 

conld not give a scientiflc explanation of the 

ckGtion of the vaccine poison. The doctors say 

'U&at Vaccination from arm-to-arm is the proper 

'fcthingf; but this does not accord with Dr. 

tenner's theory and practice. In short, I found 

tliat the whole thing is a muddle, a delusion, 

&Z1 old medical superstition, and that the pre- 

'tended " lymph " is small-pox matter, or some- 

"tliing worse. Jenner asserts that a vaccinated 

person is " ever after secure from the infection 

of the small-pox." Experience in smaU-pox 

hospitals has shown that statement to be wide 

of the truth. 

Notice was served to have our youngest child 
TacGinated. I told the officer that no more of 
our children should be ** blood poisoned," what- 
ever the consequences might be to myself. He 
Bald, "I shall have to sunmions you." I re- 
plied, " Do your duty and I will do mine." My 
daty clearly was to suffer anything rather than 
Bobmit another child to the *' ghastly risk " of 
Vaccination. I little thought what a rough 
load I was entering, in deviating from the 
eustomary medical track. In a few days I 
received a "summons" to attend the police 
oourt to answer the grave charge of being an 
** obstmotiTe " to Yacomation. I was familiar 
wiili the polioe eoort as a " reporter," but not 



as one accused of '* breaking the law." The 
ordeal was unpleasant; no wonder, therefore, 
that parents submit, even when convinced that 
Vaccination is injurious, rather than suffer the 
opprobrium of being treated as a '* criminal," 
pay flue and costs, flgure in the Police News, 
and be ridiculed by writers for the Press. So 
far, however, from regarding myself as a cul- 
prit, I felt that ** the law makers are the real 
criminals." Bad laws will never be repealed 
unless they are broken. But does an anti- 
vaccinator ** break the law" when he chooses 
the law^s alternative of fine or imprisonment ? 
The law is not really " compulsory " ; and any 
attempt to make it so would probably lead to 
a " mother's rebellion." 

'* I suppose you want to be a martyr," said 
the Stipendiary. 
** I want to protect my child from disease." 
The fiiU penalty was inflicted ; 208. and 10s. 
costs. I am sorry to say I paid the flne. 

Manchester. Hsmbt Pitman. 



MR. COX AND MR. COOKE. 

At the Marylebone Police Court on the 10th 
September, the Rev. J. M. Cox was summoned 
for neglecting to have his child vaccinated. 
Mr. Cox, in his defence, referred to Jenner*s 
description of the vaccine disease, and stated 
that he could not conceive on what ground he 
should be required to make his child sick in 
order to protect it from an improbable ailment, 
from which, moreover, he believed it would be 
no protection. He did not wish to set himself 
against the law, but he could not consent to 
commit an oflence against nature and against 
common sense. Mr. Cooke replied that it was 
not for him to discuss Mr. Cox*s objections, but 
simply to administer the law, and inflict a fine 
of 20s. and 28. costs. 

Mr. Cooke appears to be a reasonable and 
kindly person, but his contention that he has to 
do his duty, and that his duty leaves bim no 
discretion is scarcely candid. The statute 
fixes the extreme penalty at 20s. and he would 
equally have fulfilled the law if he had fined 
Mr. Cox Is., after the precedent of many 
magistrates with a finer sense of what is due to 
men who are ready to suffer for conscience sake, 
and who are the very backbone of the community. 
If Mr. Cooke feels like his brother Barstow of 
Clerkenwell that a fine of 20s. is far too slight 
a penalty for the diabolic perversity that resists 
vaccination, we should like him all the better if 
he boldly said so. 
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INFANTICIDE by ACT of PARLIAMENT. 

Mb. John Corkfobth, of Birmingham, who 
was sentenced to two months imprisonment by 
the orders of two or more magistrates, for the 
terrible crime of striying to protect his two 
infants from pollution — ^which has been to him 
more terrible than the plague, and more mur- 
derous than cannon shot — ^whose case was taken 
up energetically by Mr. W. G. Ward, has written 
the following account to him — 

Sir, — ^Tou ask me to give you all the inform- 
ation that I can. I must content myself with 
the last case, as I could not state all. My son, 
Charles Frederick Comforth, was pronounced 
by Charles Warden, M.D., to be in a fit state 
for vaccination, and that he had got lymph as 
pure as it could be got. But if I should like 
the heifer l3rmph best he would do him with 
that. I had him done from the heifer, and Dr. 
Warden attended him till death. The certifi- 
cate was, " died of exhaustion." It was sixteen 
days after the operation. I have purchased my 
freedom for two months from jail. But should 
I become a Wat Tyler, I have had more pro- 
vocation than he had. — Truly, 

John Cobnfobth. 

Yes, blood for blood, how cheaply would 
the doctors* lives be held I 



JENNERS STATUE. 

At the meeting of the British Association at 
Sheffield, Dr. Pye-Smith was pleased to observe 
that — '* The fruits of Jenner's discovery are 
spread over the whole earth. This humble 
village doctor has saved more lives than the 
most glorious conqueror destroyed ; but his name 
is little honoured, and the only monument to 
his memory has been banished from association 
with vulgar kings and skilful homicides to an 
obscure comer of the great city, where his only 
homage is the health and beauty of the children 
who play around his statue." 

To render this reference intelligible, it may 
be mentioned that some years ago Jenner*s 
statue was set up in Trafalgar Square, alongside 
the College of Physicians — a most suitable site, 
supposing smaU-pox was the dragon described 
by vaccinators and Jenner its destroyer. But 
the public, with a true instinct, felt that the 
monument represented a questionable character, 
and one fine day it was quietiy removed to 
obscurity in Kensington Gardens, where, I sup- 
pose, it will remain until finally transferred to 
Madame Tossaud's weU-known apartment. 

Ebntioibn. 



JOSHUA JACOB AND 
ARCHDEACON REICHEL. 

Mb. Joshua Jacob, of Rockspring, Limerick, 
a member of the Society of Friends, has written 
to Lord Clarina as follows — 

«T0 ETBE CHALLONEB H. MASSY, 8TTLED LOBD 
GLABINA, ELM PABE, GOBK. 

** FBiEND^Pennit me to address thee in con- 
sequence of the language which thou art reported 
as having used at a recent meeting of the 
Guardians of Limerick. The words which I 
complain of are these — ' It would be nonsensical 
to allow anybody to defy the law, and carry out 
any sentimental and newfangled dodge. If that 
were to be allowed smaU-pox would become 
rife, as it did some years ago.' I must remind 
thee that I did not attend the Board of Guardians 
as a beggar to crave mercy, neither did I present 
myself in that spirit which would defy law and 
set aside right authority ; but I did seek for an 
interview to explain that, because of injury to 
my children I cannot, and dare not comply 
further with the requirements of the Vaccination 
Acts ; and also to show that I have suffered two 
penalties already for claiming to protect my 
daughter Maria from possible, if not very prob- 
able danger. I further wished to warn the 
Guardians to beware of persecution. As regards 
the * newfekugled dodge,' I appeal to thy intelli- 
gence as to whether this term of derision is not 
more apphcable to the vaccination legislators of 
the present day than to me or those who are 
opposed to vaccination. Now, vaccination is 
so * newfangled' that positively, for nearly six 
thousand years, during which time millions of 
men lived upon this earth, from generation to 
generation, mankind existed without it — ^from 
Adam to the Flood, Noah to Moses, Moses to 
the Prophets, the Prophets to the Aposties, and 
from the Aposties to Dr. Jenner — embracing in 
the world's vast history the records of Israel, 
Egypt, Babylon, Nineveh, Persia, Greece, Rome 
and Carthage. To come to England. Parliament 
passed the first Vaccination Act as late in her 
history as 1858. Had England no history 
previous to that date ? and did she not hold her 
head above all other nations of the world anterior 
to the Westminster vaccination legislation of 
1858 ? To come, now, to the real kernels of the 
case as they present themselves to the unjire- 
judiced mind. Vaccination has the credit of an 
absolute remedy or cure by prevention of small- 
pox. Now, if this position can be maintained 
by arguments, based upon fEUsts and experience, 
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and safe vaocination can be carried out, I shall 
submit, and Maria Jacob shall not again trouble 
the Guardians. But if, on the other hand, 
vaccination can be proved to be a disastrous 
delusion, then the Guardians may prosecute and 
persecute, but they shall never move me from 
off one inch of the ground upon which I have a 
moral right to stand." 

Mr. Jacob then cites Dr. Pearce*s well-known 
stotistics, which prove that small-pox has in- 
creased, and the death rate from small-pox has 
r&pidly risen, contemporaneously with the ex- 
tension and enforcement of vaccination ; and 
roferring to the recent parliamentary return, 
ezi titled "Vaccination Mortality," which shows 
How vaccination in England is accountable for 
tixe deaths of 25,000 children annually from 
izxocnlable diseases, he goes on — 

* ' Prominent amongst these inoculable diseases 

that of syphilis, which is that awfal punish- 

lent or penalty which the prostitute and ller 

^xiilty companion are subject to. Many children 

Ixave been killed right off by such vaccination, 

a.i:id 3delded up their little lives as though by a 

defLnite poison. Others have lived to spend 

tJneir days as vaccination victims upon the earth. 

!r>octorB do not, as a rule, go to the beast of the 

field for lymph; but they have kept up their 

supply, since the days of Jenner, by obtaining 

It; from the ripened sores of children upon whom 

'tlney have operated. Thus has this system 

l>ecome a medium through which diseases of the 

xxxost horrible and ghastly nature are circulated in 

'thie veins of otherwise pm'e-blooded children." 

Mr. Jacobus case excites much attention in 

Xjreland, and Mr. F. Davis, jun., of Enniscorthy, 

Ixas come to his defence in the newspapers with 

ix&fonnation and arguments that evidently take 

^lie public by surprise, who have been accustomed 

'to regard vaccination as something settled by 

Science and placed high above question. Among 

tHie more remarkable correspondents that the 

ciiscussion has brought forth is the Archdeacon 

of Trim, Dr. Beichel, who in the Dublin Daily 

Sacpress of 15th September, says — 

*' The question as to the propriety of compul- 
Bory vaccination may, I conceive, be summed up 
in very few words. Let vaccination be brought 
back to what it was when Jenner introduced it, 
and what the term means — viz., inoculation with 
actual cow-pock, taken directly from the cow, and 
then it will recover its protective power, will cease 
to be dangerous, and may, therefore, with pro- 
priety be enforced. This is what is beiag now done 
in Belgium. There the State provides that the 
lymph shall be got in each case direct from the 



cow. But the system in use in this country, 
which enforces inoculation with Ijmiph not 
taken directly from the cow, but necessarily 
altered in character by being transmitted through 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of human beings, 
many of them tainted with hereditary, and 
consequently transmissible, diseases, is a mis- 
chievous absurdity. Vaccination, thus performed, 
has ceased to be an effectual protection against 
sinall-pox, as is virtually confessed by medical 
men themselves ; for they are beginning to say 
it ought to be repeated every seventh year ; and 
in many cases, beyond all doubt, it introduces 
poison into the system which it may take years 
to eliminate. Dr. Drapes himself confesses that 
it * can transmit one or two contagious diseases.* 
Why * one or two ' only ? And if it can trans- 
mit contagious diseases why may it not transmit 
diseases arising from contagion ? Medical men 
may deny this ; but until I see stronger reasons 
against it than the ipse dixit of a member of a 
profession notorious for great changes of opinion, 
I shall beheve what seems to be the dictate of 
common sense." 

We trust that Dr. Reichel, having got so far, 
will presently get farther, and discover that 
vaccination, in any form, is not only impotent 
against small-pox, but an active agent in the 
perpetuation of a disease which otherwise would 
probably have disappeared from among us like 
leprosy and plague. The calf-lymph prescription, 
which he commends, \& merely a last attempt 
to maintain a doomed superstition. 



BiNGLEY Anti- Vaccinators. — Mr. Brown Lee 
of Bingley, Yorkshire, sent to prison for seven 
days for refusing to pay a vaccination fine, had 
a hearty welcome at a public meeting on his 
release, 12th September. Mr. Bentley said he 
hoped many would follow Mr. Lee's example, 
for he was afraid the law would never be altered 
until the prisons were filled with anti- vaccinators. 
Mr. G. Kidson was of the same opinion, and 
advised steadfast defiance of the law. He was 
glad to see that Mr. Lee had come out of prison 
as he went in, and that it had at last been 
discovered that it was dangerous to crop an anti- 
vaccinator's hair and set him to hard labour. 
Mr. Lee said he had asked the vaccinator for a 
guarantee that his child would not suflfer by the 
operation, nor catch smaU-pox after it ; but the 
guarantee was refused. He would encourage 
every parent to refuse to pay fines and go to 
prison rather than have his children's blood 
polluted. 
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LEICESTER GUARDIANS AND 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD. 
It will be remembered that the Leicester 
Guardians resolyed to address the Local 
Govemment Board, orgiag that in the present 
misettled state of opinion as to the character 
and efficacy of Vaccination, and in view of the 
gross irregularity of the penalties inflicted for 
non-compliance with the law, they desired to be 
relieved firom the odious duty of prosecuting 
their townsmen who object to Vaccination. 

The Local Government Board were in no 
haste to reply, but on 16th July they met the 
Guardians* appeal by denying that medical 
opinion was unsettled as to the virtues of vacci- 
nation, and asserting that though millions of 
vaccinations had been performed in England, 
<* the close and habitual inquiries of the Board 
as to any mischief arising, or alleged to arise, in 
performance of vaccination, have not made 
them acquainted with a Hngle inata/nce of 
diseOfte commv/nicated by the vaccine lymph 
employed" Nor, in the irregularity of penalties 
enforced, did the Board see any cause of offence, 
but on the contrary they had to recognise the 
judgment and discretion with which, as a rule, 
the law was administered. 

We do not suppose the Leicester Guardians 
were greatly surprised with their answer. A 
gentleman complained to his house-keeper that 
a flsh brought to table was not fresh. " That 
cannot be," said she, " for the fishmonger told 
me it was perfectly fresh." " What else could 
he tell you, seeing he sold it to you," was her 
master's rejoinder. In like manner, what else 
could a Department, which exists and subsists 
by traffic in Vaccination, aver save that Vacci- 
nation was from first to last faultless — *' not a 
single instance of disease communicated by the 
vaccine lymph employed." 

Whatever they might think, it was the policy 
of the Leicester Ghiardians to treat the answer 
of the Board gravely, and in an admirable 
reply they have marshalled a series of medical 
testimonies, many of them of unquestionable 
authority, as to the injuries infficted by Vaccina- 
tion, especially in the communication of syphilis. 
Coming to their own experience they observe — 

•• The proBeoution of over 200 of our towns- 
men during the last twelve months in deference 
to your authority, and the incarceration of 80 
of ihem in our jail since the enactment of the 
compulsory law, has made us painfully aware 
that a great deal of injury is alleged to have 
arisen in Leioeeter from Vaccination, and we 
■hall be fpmd to know when, where, and by 



whom, your close inquiries were made in this 
town, so that we may satisfy ourselves, by com- 
parison of the evidence, of the value of the 
allegations." 

As to the judgment and discretion with which 
the law is enforced, the Guardians point out that— 

'* In the towns of Bedford and Boston, the 
usual course is to fine each anti-vaednator 6d., 
and to prosecute only once; in our town of 
Leicester a fine of 10s. including costs is in- 
flicted, and that only once; while in many 
places the fall penalty of 20s, and costs is 
infficted, and that many times over; as for 
instance, Henry Pride and Benjamin V. Scott 
of Liverpool were each fined 20s. and costs on 
21st July, Pride having been previously mulcted 
in penalties 18 times, and Scott 17 times. We 
could mention many such cases, and give in- 
stances by the hundred in which the full penalty 
is infficted, but should your Board desire fiirther 
information, you will find it in the Anti-Oon^ 
puUory Vetccination Beporter in which a con- 
densed account of the prosecutions under the 
Vaccination Acts is given every month." 

Words would be wasted in reprobation of the 
shameless audacity which can treat such mani- 
fest facts as non-existent; but the frequent 
assertions and denials of official folk in Parlia- 
ment and elsewhere, have rendered us so familiay 
with equivocation and mendacity, that what we 
might a priori have pronoimced impossible, we 
take as matter of course. 

In conclusion, these good men of Leicester 
say — ** Elected to be the Guardians of the Poor, 
we feel that we are acting the part of oppressors 
in carrying out the law as it now stands. Many 
of our constituents, we know, deem Vaccination 
a blessing, but many deem it a curse. We do 
not wish to be made use of to force the opinions 
of either upon the other. We prefer to throw 
our weight into the scale of even justice for both 
views, beHeving, as we do, that open discussion 
is a more elevating and civilising influence than 
tyranny and repression of private judgment." 



DiPFiouLTT OF Truth. — Often have we to 
recall the fine saying of George Eliot in this 
struggle of oturs against blood pollution — *'We 
cannot conmiand veracity at wilL The power 
of seeing and reporting truly is a form of health 
that has to be delicately guarded, and as an 
ancient Babbi has solenmly said. The penalty 
of untruth is untruth." It sometimes seems as 
if doctors had come to think that Vaccination is 
such a good thing, that to lie for its honour is 
not only blameless, but praiseworthy. — ^A. F. 
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fines paid Ly any person who has been fined ni 
than once for the above mentioned offence." We 
have cause to tliank Mr. Otway for hia action in 
this matter. This roll of martyrs for ci 



MORE ABOUT 8T. PANCBAS. ^ub Roll of MiETVBs.— Mr. A J. Otw»y, 

Son time ago we mentioned that the St. **-^- ^°^ Rocliestor, has moved in Parliament 

FanoTM Gnardians had wisely resolved to cease ^"l "^^^ ^''o^i-g the number of persons 

fe«mtheproMcntionofMr.TebbandMr.MMiB- "'"* *"''« '•^^" mipnsoned or fined for non- 

field, the resolution being chiefly doe to the "^mphance with the proviB.ons of the Act relat- 

eood sonae and energy of Mr. Skoines, a reoenUy ""S ^ *^*' vaccination of children ; diatingniahing 

elected Guardian. It wonld appear, however, "»Pn«»"iiont with fines, the length of imprison. 

UiAt aome of the Gnardians, who oonsUtnte the '"^°' undergone by such persons, the nnmber 

■V»coin»tion CommitteB, felt aggrieved at bemg °^ ^^^ ^"^J P^""" ^'^ ^*'^° hnprisoned, being 

OWt off from the sport of worrying anti-vaccina- ■"O" than ouce, and the number and amountof 
4<m, and appealed to the Local Government 
^3cutrd for the restitntion of their pleasant privi- 
lege ; bnt, to the oonfnsion of the bnsybodic 
-fclie Board replied that it Ivaa eonsidered e- 

X>edient to cease from proeeontmg those whose ^^^^ ^^ P""* t^"' '' « « Po^^l" to be a bigot, 

ntpMted and imccesBM resistance only served to " *^'""=' '^^ " Persecutor m the name of science 

biioB the Uw into diaUke and contempt. On *" "* "•*' <*' ^""^'^SV' w>d that the difference 

:.r«»ipt of this communication, Mr. J. L. Beaton, ^"^"'"^ ^^ ^^^ "^ Victoria and those of EUza- 

tfce ohadnnan of the Vaccination Committee, beth is not so vndo a a la com monly supposed. 

£x3unediately resigned his post, saying that he _ 

««,iad no longer con.««.(fou.(y remain a member ^- ^"^"^ Codebee, M.D.-Mr. WiUiam Tebh. 

o* the Committee. Consdenoe haa often served writmg from Quebec, 1st September, says-" On 

to oorer acts of wiokedneM and folly; bnt Fnd»y 1 1"^ ^ most intorestmg interview with 

p«rhi»F. conscience was never before prostituted ^"^^ ^•^"'^ "^ Montreal, the leader of the anti- 

*« more grotesque service. Conscience wronged ^^cmation movement, in which he has been 

-bAOftOM forbidden to tease, molest, and violate ">terested for a quarter of a century. The 

oth« oonacienoesi Vain is it to argue with ^'^"""^ newspapers of Montreal have always 

tlioM who thus put darkness for light, and bitter '"*^ ^^ '**="'«* ^"^^^ °P«'^«^ their columns 

«Dr «reet, bht possibly their evil energy wonld '»' ^^ ^^^^-^^^ <>' vaccination, and Dr. 

\^ oonaiderably damped if they only knew how Coderre has never been slow to avaU himaolf 

*liey art regarded as nuiaancos at Whitehall. ''^ ^^ advantage. The French Canadians of 

'What the Local Government Board desfre ia ""ntreol are therefore enhghtened as to the 

tlut the Vaccination Aeta be steadily enforced, •^'*°e*>" "^ ^^^ ""Porture, and when in 1876 the 

bntvrithout noise and Boandal; and Guardians Medical Board of Health tried to get the 

^w-ho get up rows, and keep up rows, are specially Municipal Coonoil to pass a compuLiory vacci- 

olieotionJde, and meet with no encouragement. ''**""' *"'• ^^ ^°'^<''' discovered an unaus- 

peoted amount of resistance. Aboat ten thon- 

sand citizens collected in front of the City Hall, 

WlUT HlFTBltB.— In the Titne* of 10th Sept., and. being nnable to obtain on assurance that 

vuidet the heading of "Pnbho Health," we read, the arbitrary measure would be withdrawn, 

•*Tbedeathflof two infants, aged three and four smashed every pane of glass in the building, 

noonths, in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, on and threatened to tear it down. Dr. Codene 

Both Augnst and 2nd September, admitted from expected a serious loss of life, but conaidered 

CleAenwell, were referred to pymmia and in- that ' the slaughter of the innocents,' which 

flsmmation following vaccination." wonld ensue upon the passage of snch an act. a 

Were inqoeate held on the bodies of theae thonaand times more terrible. Dr. Coderre 

Blan^tered infants 7 and if not, why not ? apoke warmly of the efforts of Mr. John Picker- 

The publication of these oaees, and their refer- ing, Mr. and Mrs. Hume-Bothery, Mr. W. 

enoe to their true cause, supplies a nsefnl hint A Young, Mr. A. Wheeler, Mr. Qibba, and other 

child Miionalyiiqnred by vaccination should im- feithfol workers in the good canae, and expressed 

mediately be sent to the neoreat hospital. Mr. a hope that aome of them might be induced to 

UayofBinninghamhasdeaoribedhowthegene- viait Montreal and deHver lectures. Dr.Codem 

lal practitioner oonoeols the truth, lest the credit pressed me earnestly to pay h^ra a visit on my 

ofTaotdnationahonldsufler', buthcffipitalsurgeons return to Montreal, iu order to make tlie ao- 

do not Taooinate, and have a sharper sense of quaintanoe of other helpers in the work, and 

the dangn; of iMning hiM oertifioate& this I intend to do if time permita." 
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Over- Vaccinated Royalty. — ^We read in the 
Medical Tribune that the death of the Princess 
Christina of Spain, following that of her sister 
the young Queen Mercedes, is the fourth of the 
family of the Duke of Montpensier cut off in the 
flower of youth; that they were vaccinated and 
re-vaccinated to fortify them against peril; 
and it is not unreasonably conjectured, that 
their over- vaccinated constitutions yielded and 
broke down under fevers wnich might otherwise 
have been resisted. "They were well; they 
would be better ; low they He." 

Boston Anti- Vaccinators. — At the Boston 
Police Court on 6th September twenty persons 
were charged with neglecting to have their 
children vaccinated, the majority being trades- 
men of respectable position in the town — three 
of them chemists and druggists. They confessed 
to the charge brought against them ; the magis- 
trates made an order for each child to be 
vaccinated within a month, and reduced the costs 
to 8s. 6d. for each summons, a reduction that 
was received with satisfaction by the defendants. 
There are few towns where vaccination is held 
in such proper discredit as in Boston. 

Norwich Anti- Vaccinators. — Mr. R. Lee 
Bliss and Mr. W. B. Pearson were summoned 
before the Norwich magistrates on the 29th 
August for the non-vaccination of children. 
They raised the objection that the guardians 
had not provided a vaccination-station, as re- 
quired by the law, other than the house or 
surgery of the vaccinator. The objection was 
over-ruled on the ground that the existing 
arrangement was temporary and unavoidable, 
and each was fined Is. and 9s. 7d. costs, with 
intimation that if vaccination was still evaded 
heavier penalties would be imposed. 

Dr. Allbutt*s Logic — Dr. Haughton observes 
in the Secular Beview — "Your correspondent. 
Dr. Allbutt, has written a very elaborate account 
of the degeneration of * vaccine lymph,' in order 
to convince your readers that the vaccination 
laws deserve their approval. This appears to 
me a very curious procedure. He seems to 
say : So far we have been fining and imprisoning 
her Majesty's loyal subjects for not accepting 
'degenerate lymph.' We are not at all sorry 
for this wickedness; but we will make you a 
concession. For the future you shall have your 
choice of the degenerate ' lymph ' and the new 
*calf pox' from Belgium. To be sure, the 
inhabitants there don't beUeve in it ; but * exer- 
cise faith, only vote plenty of money, and all 
wiU be right.' " 



Mr. W. G. Ward and the Ross Guardians. — 
The Ross Guardians have reconsidered their 
intended appHcation to the Local Government 
Board as to how to deal with their too powerful 
member, and have decided to stmunon the 
parents who have not had their children vacci- 
nated. Mr. Ward resisted the motion with 
many vigorous arguments, from which his asso- 
ciates sought shelter on the usual plea of dutiful 
and blind submission to the law No doubt when 
the summonses come on, he will make himaAlf 
heard to good purposes. 

MissiNO Children. — The Medway Board of 
Guardians have been rendered uncomfortable by 
their vaccination officer reporting that he cannot 
account for 19 children in Rochester. The 
chairman thought the matter serious, and that 
possibly Mr. West had prevailed on the parents 
to hide them away in order to avoid vaccination. 
The Bochester Observer anticipates the following 
scene in the city streets — ^Enter Bellman — " Oh 
yes! Oh yes I This is to give notice. Lost, 
stolen, or strayed 19 children, supposed to be 
hidden away by the Anti- Vaccinators. Any 
informatio will be gladly received by the 
motherly guardians of the Medway Union.' 
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Enolish Equity I — Four Stamford tradesmen 
were summoned before the borough magistrates 
on 80th August for disobe3dng orders made upon 
them to have their children vaccinated. They 
urged the magistrates to take into consideration 
the fact that they had been previously fined ^61 
and costs for each child, that other magistrates 
in the country had inflicted a fine of 6d. only, 
and that it was not the wish of the Local 
Government Board that prosecution should 
become persecution. The plea was entertained, 
and fines of only Is. 6d were levied. One of the 
defendants had paid nearly £S0 for summonses 
from first to last, having had 50 served upon 
him. 

Prussian Vaccination. — The following para- 
graph is going the roimd of the newspapers — ^A 
great calamity has befallen the village of Brahlitz 
in the Konigsberg district. A medical man firom 
Zehden vaccinated last week all the children of 
the age of twelve and the young infants. All 
of them — about 70 — ^have become ill, and several 
have died. A commission of inquiry, consisting 
of the district physician, the district surgeon, 
the public prosecutor, and a member of the 
Board of Health, has been appointed. The re- 
port of the commission will, we trust, be pub- 
lished. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

INOCULATION ABROAD. 

^ ^)roceediiig to relate how Inoculation was 
and ultimately suppressed in Eng- 
land, "Lli suay be expedient to make some notes 
on th.^ X^^^evalence of the practice in other lands. 
-^^^^A fijrst in New England where, as we have 
Been, Ocj^-fiton Mather had precedence in subject- 
ing titx^ x*«port8 of eastern inoculation to the test 
^^ ''^^st**--;-!! practice. Mather and his coadjutor, 

L, did not propose to make inoculation 

but to reserve it for use in epidemics. 

les years elapsed in New England with- 

-pox : there were no dense urban 

Lons to constitute seats of zymotic 

and to provide perpetually against 

occasional was obviously unnecessary. 

^^^"tiheless the colonists shared the common 

^^xtion of the time for pottering in remedies, 

Leir slaves afforded convenient opportuni- 

^^ experiments in which temerity had the 

^'^m of beneficence. With the "Whites 

less, ventilation, drainage and pure water 

C2onditions of accident rather than of provi- 

^ s but with the Blacks life was that of the 
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and the consequences in small-pox were 

to be sufficiently accounted for by the 

ion that Negroes were constitutionally 

to that disorder. Wherefore the 

from Boston to the Spanish Main were 

to time remorselessly inoculated, and 

them who afterwards escaped small-pox 

eir immunity ascribed to their inoculation. 

^^.dsease itself was usually accounted for as 

iportation by sbips from Europe, if not 

'^wily, tiien oovertly ; lor, it was argued. 



small-pox could never bo evolved spontaneously. 
Great pains were thereforo taken to isolate 
patients, and Boston and other sea-ports had 
hospitals erected on sites remote irom habita- 
tion, from which a flag was displayed whenever 
occupied by the sick. A physician who visited 
an hospital was required to take off his wig, to 
change his shoes, and to put on a gown which 
hung from his neck to his ankles ; and, when 
he camo out, to wash his hands, and be fami- 
gatcd with frankincense. In setting forth these 
precautions. Professor Waterhouse of Cambridge, 
Mass. , observed in a letter to Dr. Haygarth of 
Chester — 

" I cannot believe them altogether unneces- 
sary. Our towns are small, our houses scattered, 
most of them having a garden between them, so 
that we have been able to trace the action of 
contagion. We have tried many experiments 
with small-pox in New England, and persuade 
ourselves that we have some pretensions of 
knowing more of that disease than you in 
Europe." 

During the war with England, small -pox 
broke out in the American army, and inocula- 
tion was so freely resorted to that scarcely a 
man escaped the lancet. Washington had his 
New England soldiers inoculated at Cambridge 
in 1776, and it was difficult to find men to keep 
guard over the sick ; that is to say, men who 
had passed through small-pox and were not con- 
sidered liable to infection, a curious evidence of 
the rarity of the natural disease in the com- 
munities from which the army had been re- 
cruited.* 

Cotton Mather's triumph over Boston was 



* Humphriea's L\fe qf Oeneral Putnam, p. 16L 
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complete, complete beyond his intention ; for it 
came to be as thoroughly inoculated as any 
town in these days is vaccinated. Dr. Water- 
house, writing on 28th October, 1788, says — 

"We find that in 1752 there were but 170 
persons hable to small-pox in Boston, and in 
1754, when there was a general inoculation in 
the town, I question whether there was a quarter 
of that number that did not receive the infection 
via naturcB vel art is. In the years 1776-77 and 
'78 they inoculated pretty freely throughout the 
State. Two days ago, I was at the review of 
part of the militia of the county of Suffolk, and 
of 520 men, I scarcely think there were a 
hundred above twenty-five years of age that had 
not passed through small-pox by means of ino- 
culation ; and of 2000 reviewed a week or two 
before, in the county of Middlesex, there was 
not a greater proportion of the same ago hable 
to take the disease. Since 1764 the di^ead of 
small-pox has lessened considerably ; and since 
1778 we meet the disorder with as little fear as 
any people you can mention." 

In another letter, dated 15th October, 1787, 
the Doctor says — 

** I do not beheve there is at present a single 
person infected by small-pox in all the four New 
England Governments, that is, not one in a 
milhon of people." * 

However it may have been elsewhere, inocu- 
lation was conducted in Boston with a formahty 
and dehberation that might have satisfied Dims- 
dale himself. There was an inoculation hospital 
erected on Se well's Point, which juts into Charles 
Biver, remote by a mile and a half from the 
common road, and situated in pleasant grounds 
with trees and walks. Three weeks were de- 
voted to inoculation and the subsequent sickness, 
and before dismissal, wrote Dr. Waterhouse — 

"The patients are washed all over in soap 
suds, then rubbed with brandy, and lastly washed 
in vinegar ; they put on fresh clothes, and bury 
those they wore during their stay in the hospital. 
But even then they are smoked and fumigated 
with sulphur in the smoke-house, which is about 
twice the size of a conmion sentry-box. This 
smoke-house has a hole in its side for the patient 
to put his head out of during the operation. 
Although this seems formidable on paper, yet 
patients submit cheerfully, and with no sHght 
merriment. 

" There are perhaps 150 under inoculation at 
present at Sewell's Point, not one of them pau- 

* Thwe letten of Benjamin Waterhouae, H.D., Professor of 
FhTSic at Cambridge, Mass., appear in Ha^ygarth's Plan to 
BxUrminaU SmaU-Pox. London, 1798. 



pers. They are principally children, perhaps 
thirty or forty of them of the first people in the 
commonwealth. The charge for the whole pro- 
cess is 8 dollars, or 3Gs. sterhng, including every 
expense from incision to dismission. In some 
places they inoculate for half that sum. You 
must conceive the whole business conducted 
with a good deal of gaiety, where a patient, 
when ill, is as apt to be pitied as if sea-sick with 
a saiUng party. The established system of mirth 
and good humour contributes not a httle to the 
welfare of the patients." 

It is a curious story, and stands in broad con- 
trast to the rough and ready practice of Turkey, 
and of many inoculators in England and else- 
where. Dr. Waterhouse adds that there were 
"a considerable number of persons in Boston to 
whom small-pox could not be conmiunicated by 
inoculation. In some the operation was re- 
peated two, three, and four times with fresh 
matter. Several of these have had the disease 
severely since in the natural way, and some 
have died of it." 

Franco was slow to accept inoculation. After 
its introduction in 1728, about thirty years 
elapsed without any serious movement in its 
favour, when Voltaire, Diderot, and their set 
began to reconmiend the practice, which had 
the merit of being English and disliked by those 
who held change and improvement in aversion. 
La Condamine read an eloquent paper on the 
advantages of inoculation before the Academy 
of Sciences ; and Turgot, the ardent and saga- 
cious lover of his kind, procured the inoculation 
of a child in Paris, 1st April, 1755 ; which was 
followed on 14th May by a young man, named 
Chastellux, submitting himself to the operation 
in the interest of the conmion welfare. Then 
Dr. Hosty was sent to London to investigate 
and report, and on his return issned these 
statements — 

1. That out of 463 cases inoculated in the 
London hospital, only one had been unsuccess- 
ful; whereas in the smallpox hospital nearly 
one in four had died. 

2. That Mr. Ranby, principal surgeon to his 
Majesty had inoculated 1600 persons, and Mr. 
Bell 903 without the loss of one. 

8. That to form a just comparison between 
the fatahty of natural and artificial small-pox, 
it is only necessary to visit the London small- 
pox hospital and then the inoculation hospital : 
the difference between the two is so remarkable 
that the most incredulous must be convinced. 

4. Lastly, with respect to the asserted insemi- 
nation of other diseases with inoculated small- 
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z no instance of the kind has ever been 

xiced. Persons have been inoculated with 

va^xriolous matter taken from patients afflicted 

witiX^ venereal disease, yet they have received 

no fjK^ection save that of small -pox only. 

-wotdd be superfluous to deal with the fal- 
5 involved in these statements : they scned 
to ^LSk'Cisfy those who were disposed to be satis- 
fied 9 And inoculation became the fashion among 
tl:i^ iscientiflc and enhghtened. Dr. Troucliin, 
a ^^^^U-known inoculator, was smnmoncd from 
G^xx^^a to Paris in 1756 to operate upon the 
clzuJldsren of the Duke of Orleans, and his success 
'w^wa f ronoimced decisive. Nevertheless inocu- 
riM. did not extend beyond people of leisure 
<mlture, and in 1763 an outbreak of small- 
po^^ SjMi Paris made an end of the practice. An 
iQ<X^'» 'i Ty was instituted by tlie authorities, and 
*^ ^ ^^dence left no doubt that tlie epidemic had 
bo^:^:^. diffused, if it did not originate, with the 

poxed; and inoculation was thence- 
prohibited in Paris. Any citizen who was 
re^oX^^red to have the induced disease had to 
re ^jjKT ^^ to country quarters. 

^^^H^STe we may observe that the confidence of 
*"■ ^^ ^^-^n^ocolator was grounded on the assumption 
^^^"•i "whoever had once passed through small- 
P^^^^» "%i7hether natural or artificial, could never 

contract the disease. Nevertheless the 

did contract the disease, and the 

was uniformly accounted for as due to 

imperfection in the inoctdation. There 

also instances of small-pox after small- 

Imt these too were discredited; the first 

-pox could not have been smoU-pox, but 

.^n-pox, measles, or some other eruptive 

There was a conspicuous confutation 

tse evasions in the case of Louis XV. He 

iBtSnall-pox unquestionably in his 14th year, 

of unquestionable small-pox he died in 1774 

64th year. Notwithstanding, the asser- 

perpetuated that there was no possi- 

of small-pox after smaU-pox, and it was 

"^hen it became necessary to maintain the 

of vaccination that the facts were admitted; 

Xn this form — Small-pox after vaccination 

more common or extraordinary than 

-pox after small-pox — a falsehood on the 

^f a former falsehood. 

^ have seen under what safeguards inocula- 

practised in Boston, and now we shall 

to Geneva and discover how all the 

precautions were set at naught in that 

'^^ith apparent impunity. The details are 

ft leiier of the Cooncdl of Geneva, dated 

December, 1791, addressed to Dr. Hay- 
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garth in answer to his inqmiies and suggestions. 
Des Gouttes, secretai-y to the Geneva Syndic, 
wrote — 

" I. — The Republic of Geneva contains about 
85,000 inhabitants, of whom 26,000 dwell in the 
city, and 9,000 in the adjacent country. 

*'II. — The city is of small extent, and ill 
adapted to so large a population ; and its exten- 
sion is not easy on account of the fortifications 
wlierewith it is sniToundod. There are httle 
more ilian 1200 houses in the city, which are 
built in many storeys of many apartments like 
the ancient part of Edinburgh, each house 
sheltering on an average twenty-one inhabitants. 

" III. — A great part of the iiopulation con- 
sists of strangers, not only because most of our 
soiTants and labourers are natives of other 
countries, but because Geneva being a firontier 
city, girt about by Savoy, Switzerland, and 
France, and situated on the highways of inter- 
course between these states, travellers are 
always coming and going. 

"IV. — Notwithstanding this continual resort 
of strangers within our walls, an epidemic of 
smaU-pox is of almost regular occurrence every 
five years; and between the epidemics it fre- 
quently happens that we have no natural small- 
pox wliatever, either in the city or its vicinity. 

** V. — Inoculation began to be practised here 
in 1751, since which date we have inoculated 
a very large number of children annually, and 
with such marked success that the deatlis have 
but sHghtly exceeded 1 in 800. Although we 
have often had to inoculate with pus brought 
from a distance at times when there was no 
small-pox to be found in the city, and although 
cliildi'en so inoculated have gone freely into the 
streets, walks, and other public places, before, 
during, and after the eruption, we have never 
observed that they were sources of contagion, nor 
that they produced any intermediate epidemic, 
nor that they accelerated the return of the 
periodical epidemic. 

" VI. — Lastly, our citizens enjoy a republican 
constitution which requires us to pay most 
scrupulous regard to the hberty of every 
individual. No coercive measures to hinder 
the introduction or communication of smaU-pox 
are here practicable ; and we beheve we ought 
to limit our action to advice, and to simple pre- 
cautions of poUce, which must not, nor even 
seem to be, oppressive to the citizens.** 

This glimpse into old Geneva is not only 
instructive as concerns inoculation, but it is 
another exposure of the monstrous fable that 
represents European cities as decimated with 
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small-pox until Jenner's advent as saviour — a 
fable that vanishes like smoke whenever brought 
into contact with matter-of-fact. 

Inoculation was introduced to Home and 
Florence during a severe epidemic in 1754 ; and 
attention being drawn to the remedy, it was 
discovered that the Italian peasantry had long 
practised voluntary small-pox just as did the 
peasantry of Wales and the Highlands of Scot- 
land. In Spain inoculation made little head- 
way : in the words of Moore, ** Some inocula- 
tions were effected in a few trading cities, which 
held communication with England ; but these 
efforts were of short duration, and from the dis- 
tinguished inaction of the Spaniards, inoculation 
was soon relinquished ; and no otlier coimtry in 
Europe has suffered so little fiom small-pox." * 

In Holland and Denmark inoculation acquired 
a certain vogue among the upper classes, and in 
Germany the like was true to a less extent. In 
Sweden inoculation was encouraged by the 
court, and Dr. Schultz was deputed to visit the 
London hospital. His report was so favourable 
that in 1755 inoculation houses were 02)ened in 
several parts of the kingdom, and the benefits 
of the practice were conmiemorated by a medal 
in 1757 — a curious trophy of illusion under pre- 
possession. 

Perhaps the most notable event in the story 
of inoculation was its introduction to Russia : 
how it was brought about is thus described 
by Mr. Morley — 

" As soon as Catherine came into power 
(1762), she at once applied herself to make 
friends in this powerful region [French letters 
and philosophy]. It was a matter of course 
that she should begin with the omnipotent 
monarch at Femey. Graceful verses from Vol- 
taire were as indispensable an ornament to a 
crowned head as a diadem, and Catherine 
answered with compliments that were perhaps 
more sincere than his verses. She wonders how 
she can repay him for a bundle of books that he 
had sent to her, and at last bethinks herself 
that nothing will please the lover of mankind 
so much as the introduction of inoculation into 
the great Empire ; so she sends for Dr. Dunsdale 
ft-om England, and submits to the nnf ATniliftr 
rite in her own sacred person." f 

One day in the summer of 1768, at his house 
in Hertford, Dimsdale received an unexpected 
message from Pouschin, the Russian minister in 



'* Th0 Hittory qf the SmaU-Pox. By Junei Moom Lon- 
don : 1816. P. 288. 

i Diderot and the XncydcpcgditU 3yJohnMorI^. Vol. 
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London, to wait upon him ; and in his presence he 
learnt that he was required to proceed at once to 
St. Petersburg to inoculate the Empress. There 
was of course some hesitation about undertaking 
so long a journey, but Pouschin had been 
authorised to overcome all obstacles. Wliat 
would the Doctor require in the way of expenses? 
The Doctor discreetly answered that he would 
leave that to her Imperial Majesty, whereon 
Pouschin handed him ^1000 to pay his way to 
St. Petersburg. Dimsdale summoned his son 
from his medical studies in Edinburgh, and the 
two set off for the North on the 28th of July. 

At St. Petersburg Dimsdale was received 
with every mark of respect and liberal hospi- 
tality. He was introduced to the Empress, who 
was charming and gracious; and he was in- 
structed to make the requisite preparations for 
the serious duty before him. He had to find 
pus, and to obtain pus he had to lay hands on a 
suitable sufferer from small-pox — a task which 
proved by no means easy. Having discovered 
a case to his mind, he had then to overcome an 
obstinate objection to the abstraction of pus. He 
had, at the same time, to find a couple of healthy 
young men, who had not had small-pox, on 
whom to raise secondary pus, for the Empress 
could not be expected to run the risk of small- 
pox without mitigation. His first attempt was 
a complete failure, and he had to report accord- 
ingly to his expectant patient. Catherine heard 
his report with philosophical equanimity, and left 
him to try again. At last he was successful, and 
at the palace of Czarscoe Selo on Saturday, 11th 
October, 1768, the Empress swallowed five 
grains of mercurial powder, and late on Sunday 
evening Dimsdale inoculated her with fluid 
matter by one puncture in each arm. She did 
well. From the time of the inoculation to the 
commencement of the eruption, she walked 
every day for two or three hours in the open 
air, and on the 1st November she returned to 
St. Petersburg " in perfect healtli, to the great 
joy of the whole city." * The Grand Duke was 
inoculated on the 80th October, and by 22nd 
November had ** perfectly recovered." 

The Empress having played, the nobihty had 
to follow suit, and Dimsdale was requested to 
proceed to Moscow to take them in hand ; and 
at this point there was a new difficulty. There 
was said to be no small-pox in Moscow, and' as 
Dimsdale could not inoculate without fresh pUB, 
he had to pox two girls in St. Petersburg, de- 
signing so to time their disorder that he should 
arrive with them in Moscow in prime oondition 
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£or business. One girl was a failure, and mis- 

liaps and delays on the sledge journey abnost 

zxiade a failure of the other. He did, however, 

x-each Moscow in time enough to commimicate 

^Le requisite infection to fifty patients, and in 

l^oscow he remained for two months operating 

CLud playing the lion. Then he set off for home, 

£bnd on his route through St. Petersburg found 

Oatherine suffering from pleurisy, for which he 

bled her, drawing eight ounces of the imperial 

l>lood. Then came the reckoning. In substan- 

^lals he had — 

jeiO,000 down ; 

£2,000 for travelling expenses ; 

j£500 a year for life, to be paid in net 

English cash, and 
A superb gold snuff-box set with diamonds 
for Mr. Dimsdale. 
honours he had the appointments of — 
Counsellor of State ; 

Physician to her Imperial Majesty ; and 
Baron of the Russian Empire, with descent 
of title to his eldest son. 
was a barbarian's style of recompense, made 
'^^^nder the eye of Europe. It cost Catherine 
^>=^othing, for it is subjects who pay for the extra- 
^'^^gance of despots. 

Dimsdale had plans for the systematic inocu- 
lation of Russia, but they resulted in Uttle. 
^Catherine's purpose was sufficiently served in 
"Qxe display she had made ; and possibly she 
<2^Die to consider Dimsdale an appendage of 
til^at deceiver Voltaire, whose busts, that had 
^4lomed her saloons and corridors, were by her 
oirders thrown into the cellars when the French 
^evolntion opened her eyes to the consequences 
of French philosophy. 

In perusing the Hterature of inoculation, no- 
tliing impresses a reader, enHghtened by sanitary 
Science, so much as the manner in which small- 
pox was regarded as something like hail or 
lightning that might be averted, but could not 
\>e prevented. So far, I have not met with even 
a hint in that literature that small-pox was 
either induced by unwholesome modes of life, or 
thai it could be avoided by wholesome modes. 
In conjunction with this blindness was the amaz- 
ing assumption of the inoculators, that every one 
inoculated was to be placed to their credit as 
saved from small-pox, as if (granting inoculation 
to be prophylactic) small-pox was ever a univer- 
sal epidemic, and as if multitudes did not pass 
through life without small-pox before inoculation 
iras heard ot The true problem to be set and 
solved in all epidemics, whether of influenza or 
small-poXy 10 why Bome are sosoeptible and some 



insusceptible, and whether it is not practicable 
so to modify conditions as to carry over the 
susceptible to the ranks of the insusceptible. 



MR. W. G. WARD IN HIS OWN DEFENCE. 

At the Ross Petty Sessions, on 26th September, 
Mr. W. G. Ward appeared, in answer to a 
summons for not having his son, bom 2nd 
March, 1878, vaccinated. There wore on the 
bench Mr. J. M. Herbert (in the chair), Mr. 
George Chve, M.P., Rev. E. Palin, Dr. Strong, 
Mr. J. M. Bannerman, and Mr. A. Wood-Acton. 

Mr. Ward said — I shall not ask the witnesses 
any questions. I admit that the child is un- 
vacciuated, and unvaccinated ho shall remain 
as long as I have any power over him. I do 
not wish to appear here as a law-breaker. I 
believe, after forty years' connection with this 
neighbourhood, I have shown myself law- 
abiding, but every Act of ParUament is not a 
law. You know very well by what you are 
taught by all judges, that if any Act of ParUa- 
ment is made contrary to the laws of God or 
Nature, it is our duty to disobey such an Act. 
Judge Blackstone lays that down emphatically. 
I deem it monstrous that any Act of Parliament 
should say I shall not keep a healthy child in 
my house. I deem it monstrous that any Act 
of Parliament should say a healthy child is a 
nuisance. I deem it monstrous that an order 
should be made upon me to pollute my child, 
to subject that child to numerous diseases, and 
possibly to death. Only in last week's paper 
we have the statement that of 70 children vac- 
cinated in one place, half of them are seriously 
ill, and several have died. (Applause in court.) 

The Chairman — The court will be cleared at 
once if we have any noise of that kind. 

Mr. Ward — It is left to the conscience and 
good feeUng of magistrates to make an order if 
they see fit, and I appeal to you most earnestly, 
and to every man who respects himian welfare 
and parental authority, whether it is right to 
make an order upon me. In that splendid book 
of Hooker's, the first which he wrote, he laid 
down the principle that there was no law pos- 
sible against a virtuous man. If, therefore, 
you make an order against me, you attack and 
condemn what is virtuous in me. I have con- 
scientious motives for defending my child from 
evil, and, I am persuaded, authority from God 
to protect that child and every other child from 
pollution by a foul medical concoction. I wish 
to draw your attention to one or two points. It 
is absurd for you to make an order which, even 
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were I willing, could not be obeyed. The word 
vaccination means that cow-action bo put into 
my child. Now there has not been a single 
case of true cow-pox since 182G, and even that 
was a questionable one. If, therefore, I were 
to allow my child to be what is called vacci- 
nated, it would be to allow the pollution of 
every foul creature through whom the matter 
has passed for many generations to mingle with 
his blood. Jenner said in 1818, that if vaccine 
required to be renewed, it would be impossible 
to do so. Moreover, I maintain that Jenner 
himseK never really beheved that vaccination 
protected from small-pox. I know that is a 
strong statement, and unless I can substantiate 
it, and easily substantiate it, I would be unwise 
to make it in the presence of our learned Chair- 
man. In 1802 Jenner persuaded Parhament to 
give him jglO,000 for liis discovery, and after- 
wards petitioned and got J620,000 more; and 
between the terms of these awards, he had an 
infant boy, and one day a doctor called, and 
while playing with the vaccinated cliild, re- 
marked that he had just come from a house 
where there was smaU-pox. Jenner was horri- 
fied 

Mr. Olive — Will you allow me to make a 
remark? We are not here to inquire into the 
expediency or inexpediency of vaccination. Wo 
ore convinced probably as strongly as you are. 
I individually know the evidence with regard to 
vaccination as well as you do. I entertain one 
opinion; you another. I may be wrong; you 
may be right. We are here merely to carry out 
a particular law, which in my opinion wo are 
bound to do, without reference to the question 
whether vaccination is a poison or a protection 
to the public. I believe it is a protection, and 
that no individual has a right to risk an evil to 
the public on account of his own particular 
child. Men may think as you do, but you must 
give others credit for thinking the reverse. The 
question is, Are we to carry out this law or not? 

Mr. Ward — I stated at the commencement 
that this is a question of personal appeal to you, 
because the Act leaves it to your conscience. 

The Chairman — Those words " if you see fit" 
must apply to an exceptional case. The Act of 
Parliament clearly makes it compulsory on all 
parents to have their children vaccinated at a 
certain time, and tliat enactment the magistrates 
are bound to carry out, unless they '* see fit *' 
not to do so ; bat that must apply to a peculiar, 
particular, and special case. If you can show 
there are any specialties or peculiarities in your 
child, that may induce us not to make an order, 



but do not address to us any arguments to prove 
that the Act of Parhament is altogether mis- 
taken, because it is a waste of time. It may be 
so, but this is not the place for agitating against 
it. If the Act of Parhament is injudicious and 
prejudicial to the pubhc health of the English 
people, the proper course is to apply to Par- 
liament. 

Mr. Ward — We are doing that, sir. 

The Chairman — Very well; but you cannot 
make a justices' meeting a place for agitating 
against the Act. 

Mr. Wakd — I can convert Mr. Chve. (Laugh- 
ter.) He wrote a letter saying he would not 
vote for any change. 

The Chairman — I have known Mr. Clive 
longer than you have, and I am sure you will 
not convert him. 

Mr. Ward — I was saying, sir, that Jenner 

The Chairman — Now you are going against 
the Act of Parliament again. We cannot set 
aside the Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Ward — The Act of Parliament leaves it 
to your conscience, and I am trying to move 
your conscience. 

The Chairman — That is not so. I should con- 
sider myself deserving of being struck off the 
roll if I interpreted these words as entitling me 
to override the Act of Parhament. 

After some discussion, Mr. Ward proceeded 
to say that vaccination never improved the 
general health of the countr}% and that small- 
pox not only did not augment the national 
mortality, but, in those years when prevalent, 
reduced it below the average. In 1871 there 
were about 2200 deaths from small-pox in Eng- 
land, and in the following year there were 
22,000, but the entire mortality of the land was 
less by nearly 1000. No one can refute such 
facts. My next point is, that my child cannot 
have small-pox, for he is bom of parents who 
are vegetarians, and he will be brought up a 
vegetarian. He is so fine a boy ! I can say it 
coolly, there is no boy like Imn in the neigh- 
bourhood. Mr. Chve*s grandson, born next 
day, is about half his weight. (Laughter.) 
Well, this boy can never have small-pox. 
Should not I be a fool, then, to subject him to a 
pollution that involves serious disease and pos- 
sibly death to prevent him from having that 
which he cannot have ? Mr. Clive has made a 
single remark — a remark that refutes itself. 
He said my child may give the complaint to 
some one else, and may be a nuisance in the 
neighbourhood. 

Mr. Clive — I never said a word of the kind. 
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Mr. Ward— You said, " You have no right 
to allow your child to be a cause of danger in 
the neighbourhood." If a cliild when vaccin- 
ated is protected, how can any other child give 
it the disease ? You, sir, have not the courage, 
after being vaccinated three times, to go into a 
room where there is small-pox. You had a case 
of small-pox in your own house, and the girl was 
got out through the window. 

The Chairman — That has notliiug to do with 
us. If you satisfy us that Mr. Clive has a great 
terror of small-pox, what has that to do with us ? 

Rev. E. Palin — If all the rest of tlie children 
in your neighbourhood went un vaccinated, 
would not there be a common danger? 

Mr Ward — No, sir. Mr. Hopwood moved 
for a i>arliamentary return to show the deaths 
of children since vaccination has been made 
compulsory, and from that parliamentary return 
it appears that 37,000 children are killed every 
year in consequence of vaccination, out of twelve 
diseases that affect children below one year of 
age. Mr. Simon in the veiy report that moved 
Parliament to pass this vile Act, proved that 
small-pox was only accountable for 5 per cent. 
of the common mortality, and that vaccination 
in every instance had increased it. He brought 
forward Professor Monteggio, of Italy, to show 
that if a syphihtio child was vaccinated, the 
pustule would contain two diseases. Look at 
that! I do hope the Chairman will consider 
these things. He may be a father, and would 
he subject his child to the horrors of syphilis ? 
For many years the medical men of tliis coun- 
try asserted it was impossible to give syphiHs by 
vaccination. It is now admitted by high 
authorities that syphiUs is given, and given very 
numerously. 8ir Thomas Watson commends a 
father who submits to fine or impiisoument 
rather than subject his chUd to the ghastly evil 
of syphilis ; and can you wish for a moment — I 
know it is not in your hearts to do any unkind- 
ness to a human being, and I know you would 
not trample upon my rights as a father, and say 
I should subject my healthy infant to the possi- 
ble chances of syphilis, or that you will order 
me to pay penalties or to be imprisoned. You 
cannot do it. I have a different opinion of you. I 
know the exigencies of your position, standing 
by that Act of Parliament, but I trust that you 
will do as other magistrates have done — descend 
from the Bench rather than commit the crime 
of ordering a father to pollute his own child. I 
could bring forward evidence after medical 
evidence to show the fearful evils which I speak 
of. In the volume on vaccination that won a 



prize, Dr. Ballard admits that syphilis is trans- 
mitted by vaccination. There sits a magistrate 
(pointing to Mr. Wood-Acton) near to whose 
house a chUd waa killed by vaccination. Near 
liim, again, a girl now 14 years of age, vaccin- 
ated by Dr. SimmonSj.of Lodburj', has existed for 
12 years with cancerous sjrphilis, and it would 
have been an act of humanity to have destroyed 
her life at once. Here is the father of a fine 
grown girl who, until you hftod your head up- 
wards to her nose, was really a model of beauty 
and good growth ; but sjrphilis has undermined 
the nose and eaten a passage under the left eye, 
and soon that eye, an eye of beauty hitherto, 
will be a cavity of death. Nothing but the grave 
can hide her misery. Surely, then, you would 
not compel me to subject my boy to a process 
so criminal, so indefensible ! Just outside this 
town there is a child of well-to-do working peo- 
ple named Budge, and they have paid more 
than £20 to try and cleanse their child of the 
filth the doctor put into it. But it will never be 
cleansed. I could go on and describe other hoiTors 
I have seen, and with these fearful cases before 
us, with evidence all round this town and neigh- 
bourhood of the evils of vaccination, I appeal to 
you, sir (the Chairman), as a Christian, and as 
a man of honour, and as a man who would 
glory to be the father of such a child as I am 
pleading for — I ask you how you can, in the 
liglit of any medical teaching, in the light of 
respect of the right of every father to protect 
his own child, and when our population is being 
destroyed, polluted, and reduced in power by 
this foul practice — I ask you, how can you for 
a moment order me to do it ? If you feel it is 
compulsory on you to enforce the law, I entreat 
you to make the order seven years long, and 
then I shall get, at the end of seven years, 
another reasonable man like yourself, and with 
another seven years I can then defy the Act of 
Parliament. I do not wish to speak under any 
disguise ; be it prison or penalty after penalty, 
as long as I am a living man my child shall 
never be polluted by any vaccinator. When I 
have such strong convictions, when I have 
medical knowledge on the matter so that no 
man will stand up and discuss the question with 
me — there is a medical gentleman on the Bench, 
but he would not contradict a single statement 
I have made — then any acts of compulsion are 
only acts of persecution. For over thirty years 
I have been a vegetarian, and have never been 
subject to any disease. I would go to-morrow 
without any hesitation and visit any small-pox 
patient. With these reasons then why I and 
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my child cannot have small-pox, it is a mockery 
of good sense to make an order upon me. 

The Chairman — ^We are aU of opinion that 
we are bound to make an order 

Mr. Ward — For seven years ? 

The Chairman — No. You cannot suppose 
we should make such an order. We order your 
child to be vaccinated within two months. 

Mr. Ward — It never wiU be. 

The Chairman — I may say that for my own 
part I have no doubt you honestly beUeve the 
opinions which you have expressed here to-day. 

Rev. E. Palin — And let me add one thing 
more. You are evidently perfectly convinced 
vaccination as at present dispensed does harm, 
but why do you not, instead of kicking against 
the pricks, and appealing to courts of law for 
the reversal of the law, which of course you can- 
not get — why do you not use your powerful ener- 
gies towards purifying vaccine and vaccination ? 

Mr. Ward — It cannot be done. 

Rev. E. Palin— In Belgium and Holland it 
has been done. 

Mr. Ward — Well, if you want it discussed, 
take the Com Market. (Laughter.) 

As usual, Mr. Ward's case was reported at 
length in the Hereford Times, and excited wide 
attention. Sooner or later the Compulsory Acts 
wiU end in familiarising the public with the 
facts about vaccination, and the result is certain. 



Science is harsh in its demand for realities. 
It has no sympathy with the romance of human 
life, still less with its superstitions. — Sib Henry 
Holland. 

Did the Cat stop Garrotting? — Mr. P. A. 
Taylor in answering the question in the negative 
in the Daily News observes^** How difficult, 
how impossible, it seems to kill -and bury a 
fallacy that has fairly got hold of society! I 
beheve Lord Beaconsfield on some occasion 
thanked heaven that we were not governed by 
logic ; perhaps similarly we ought to be grateful 
that beUef is not affected by facts. For this 
belief in the proved efficiency of the ' cat ' there 
never was the shadow of reason. It has been 
disproved a thousand times, yet still one hears 
for ever, * Well, at any rate, flogging stopped 
garrotting.* This * cat* has far more than the 
traditional nine lives. Will you allow me once 
more to cut off its head, at the risk, I acknow- 
ledge, that a hundred shall rise in its place." — 
It is just the same with the vaccination cat that 
stopped small-pox ; and there is nothing for it 
but to keep on maintaining the truth unflinch- 
ingly until the growth of lies is stopped. 



JOSHUA JACOB AT LIMERICK. 

At the Limerick Petty Sessions on 26th Sep- 
tember, Mr. Joshua Jacob was summoned for 
refusing to comply with an order made on 29th 
August, to have his child, Maria Jacob, vac- 
cinated within a fortnight. The presiding 
magistrates were the Mayor, Dr. 0*Shaugh- 
nessy. Alderman Cleary, Captain Spaight, Mr. 
McCarthy, Mr. Thomas Boyce, Mr. Maurice 
Lenihan, Mr. John McDonnell, and Alderman 
O'Callaghan. The court was crowded. 

The Mayor — As I understand, you admit the 
case, Mr. Jacob ? 

Mr. Jacob — I admit I have not vaccinated 
the child, and I appear to show cause why I 
have not done so. As my wife knows more of 
the children than I do, I wish to exaxmne her 
flrst. 

Mrs. Jacob then testifled that their family 
generally had been vaccinated, but that three 
days after the vaccination of the elder brother 
of her little girl, he was covered with a rash 
that made him red as a lobster, and his features 
were swollen. Nevertheless, that experience 
did not constitute her sole objection to vaccina- 
tion: she had reason to beheve that other 
diseases were communicated by vaccination. 

Edward Haughton, M.D., of Upper Norwood, 
London, was next called as witness. 

Mr. Jacob — Hast thou examined Maria Jacob, 
and dost thou consider that there is any possi- 
bility of danger to her or other children from 
vaccination however carefully performed ? 

Witness — ^Yes, I have known evil consequen- 
ces ensue with the best lymph that could possi- 
bly be obtained. 

Mr. Jacob — Besides cases coining under thine 
own knowledge, canst thou testify as to what is 
admitted by the advocates of vaccination, as to 
evil results in spite of all precautions ? 

Witness — The diseases which are ascertained 
to have been thus transmitted are syphilis, scro- 
fula, leprosy, and eczema, besides the lowering 
of the patient's vitaUty, and so increasing the 
susceptibiUty to disease. It is admitted by some 
of the principal advocates of compulsory vacci- 
nation that many cases have occurred of all these 
diseases even when the lymph used was taken 
from apparently healthy children. There are 
no means by which lymph taken from vaccine 
vesicles can be ascertained to be pure from that 
shameful hereditary disease which is capable of 
transmission to the third generation. 

Mr. Hennessy, the vaccination officer, at this 
point objected, and asked Mr. Jacob to conflne 
himself to the child in question. 
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The Matob — He will be allowed the same 
latitude as anyone else. 

Mr. John M*Donnell — I think you are show- 
ing him more latitude than to anybody else. 
We are dealing here with a plain Act of Parlia- 
ment, and we should confine ourselves to our 
strict duty in connection with it. 

Mr. Jacob — Thou hast in the course of thy 
practice known of the worst forms of disease 
being introduced by vaccine lymph ? 

"Witness — Yes. I have known oases of 
erysipelas occur, and I have also known the ner- 
vous system to be injuriously affected. I saw a 
boy covered with an eruption, notwithstanding 
that the vaccination was performed in the most 
eareful maimer. I have also known the case of 
a son of an eminent physician whose arm got 
80 swollen from the fingers to the armpits that 
it was apprehended he would die. 

Mr. Hennessy — All this evidence does not re- 
fer to the child in question. 

Mr. McDonnell — The charge brought by Mr. 
Hennessy is that the child has not been vacci- 
nated in accordance with the order of the 
magistrates. We are here to try that and 
nothing else. 

Mr. Lenihan — ^He is giving us reasons why 
the child should not be vaccinated at all. 

Mr. Hennessy — The only reason which can 
be entertained is that the child is imfit or insus- 
ceptible of vaccination. If Dr. Haughton proves 
either, I shall consent to a dismissal. 

Dr. 0*Shaughnessy — He should prove that 
the child is not constitutionally suited for vacci- 
nation. 

The Mayob — Go on, Mr. Jacob, with the 
evidence. 

Mr. Jacob — ^I am defending this case upon the 
reasonable ground that vaccination would be 
injurious to my child. 

Captain Spaioht — You are trying to show us 
that the law is wrong and unjust, but that 1b no 
reason why we should not carry it out. 

Mr. Jacob — Dr. 0*Shaughnessy has taken 
considerable pains to inform me on the question 
of pure lymph- I now want to know from this 
l^entleman, as a London physician, whether pure 
lymph can be provided, and whether I can with 
safety have this child vaccinated. Are there any 
means known to the profession by which pure 
lymph can be distinguished from that which 
may convey the seeds of other diseases ? 

Witness — The law does not define what 
lymph should be used. A physician can vac- 
cinate your child with any lymph he may wish 
io use, and you cannot object to it. At present 



various kinds are in circulation, including a large 
amount of more or less modified Rmall-pox mat- 
ter, which, after being passed through the system 
of the cow, is fraudulently forced upon the peo- 
ple under the name of pure vaccine lymph. 
Pure lymph cannot be distinguished from what 
is impure unless the impurity be in great quan- 
tity, and may thus be discovered by the micro- 
scope. 

Captain Spaioht — Is it possible, if lymph 
were obtained direct from the cow, that disease 
could be introduced into the system ? 

Witness — I am not personally aware of any 
cases in which disease has been transmitted 
under such circumstances, but I do know that 
cases of this kind have been reported in the 
medical journals. 

The Mayob — Are you an opponent of vaccina- 
tion? . 

Witness — I think it humbug, and am there- 
fore opposed to it. 

Mr. M*Donnell^ — I wish to know from Mr. 
Hennessy whether he has met with any similar 
resistance in connection with other cases which 
he has charge of. 

Mr. Hennessy — I have not. 

Mr. Jacob — I must ask George Hennessy if 
he has not come in contact with cases of the 
most heartrending nature where other children, 
besides Maria Jacob, have been concerned ? 

Mr. Hennessy — I cannot answer the question. 
I know nothing about vaccination. My duty is 
simply to see that the law is complied with. 

Mr. Jacob — Does what is called vaccination 
always mean the same thing ? 

Dr. Haughton — It is almost universally ad- 
mitted by the medical profession that the lymph 
now used is much less efficacious than in the 
days of Jenner, and the proportion of cases of 
small-pox brought to the hospitals subsequent 
to vaccination have certainly increased during 
recent years. 

Mr. Hennessy — Are you regular in your ideas 
about vaccination? 

Dr. Haughton — I represent the ideas of a 
great number of persons, I am happy to say. 

Captain Spaight — There is no doubt that 
many agree with Dr. Haughton. 

Mr. Hennessy — If you had no objection to 
vaccination, would you think the child fit to be 
vaccinated ? 

Dr. Haughton — I would. 

Mr. Jacob — Is there any number of years 
during which vaccination is held by medical 
men to protect from small-pox ? 

Dr. Haughton — It is not now pretended, as 
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in Jenner's time, that one vaccination, or even 
two or three, will certainly protect from small- 
pox during a lifetime. The doctrine now re- 
ceived by most medical men would make it 
appear that a very large proportion of the popu- 
lation are in a practically ** unvaccinated " con- 
dition; and would be described as "unvaccinated" 
if they should contract small-pox in a severe 
form, so as to render the vaccination marks 
indistinct. 

Mr. Jacob — Has the proportion of cases of 
small-pox to population been diminished during 
the operation of the vaccination laws — say dur- 
ing the last quarter of a century? 

Dr. Haughton — The proportion of cases of 
small-pox to population has certainly not dimin- 
ished in this realm since the introduction of 
compulsory vaccination. On the contrary, the 
very disease which it was boasted would be thus 
** stamped out" has prevailed more than in the 
previous quarter of a century, and has been 
especially fatal in Ireland, which used to be con- 
sidered the best vaccinated part of the United 
Kingdom. Besides, the general death-rate among 
infants has increased in the most alarming 
manner. I think the law-makers have been the 
greatest law-breakers, for, while it is punish- 
able to inoculate a person with small-pox, that 
disease is introduced into the system by small- 
pox pus passed through the cow, and then called 
vaccine. 

Mr. Jacob then addressed the Court, and said 
that in this case mercy should cover the judg- 
ment-seat. For the past six months I have been 
persecuted by the Limerick Board of Guardians. 
I was fined, and I had to appeal to the Chair- 
man of Quarter Sessions. I had to bear heavy 
expenses, and I was fined again. This is the 
third time I have been brought before this 
Court. Now, I have a deeply-rooted conviction 
that we should not interfere with the noblest 
workmanship of Heaven by attempting to 
improve what God has turned out, and what He 
has declared in the Scriptures to bo very good. 
I may say here what I have said at the Board 
of Guardians, that I could not, whatever the 
penalty, even were the prison to be my grave, 
submit to have that beautiful child (pointing to 
the little one) destroyed by the introduction of 
any lymph, whether taken from the body of a 
beast or the body of a man. (Applause in court.) 
You cannot by any amount of persecution force 
me to yield, and by persecution you defeat your 
own object, for by the inquiry you excite you 
compel the discovery of what a dangerous pro- 
cess vaccination is. The advice of the Local 



Government Board is worth your consideration. 
It is to the effect, that while prosecutions should 
not cease for non-compliance with the Vaccina- 
tion Act, yet if such prosecutions are obviously 
inefifective, and, whilst useless, excite sympathy 
with the prosecuted, and tend to a more exten- 
sive resistance to the law, then it is advisable 
to consider whether it is not expedient to with- 
draw from a contest that is simply mischievous. 
Speaking in the House of Lords in 1874, when 
the present Act was introduced, Lord Walsing- 
ham said the bill was not designed to encourage 
prosecutions to tlie extent of persecution, but 
that a fair discretion would be exercised towards 
conscientious objectors. In conclusion I would 
say, that seeing how the health and lives of 
many thousands of poor children are dependent 
on the settlement of this vaccination question, 
I shall not pay another fine, and shall therefore 
go to prison. It may be said that my goods 
will be distrained, and if such be your intention, 
I would ask you to stay execution for one or 
two months, in order that I may be able to 
appeal to the Local Government Board. At all 
events, I shall pay no more fines, and if my 
goods are distrained, you shall do it by force of 
poHce. 

Alderman 0*Callaghan — Many of the magis- 
trates are opposed to the law, but they must 
enforce it. It is a cruel law, and I pray that it 
may soon be reversed. 

A fine of 20s. and costs was imposed, Mr. 
Jacob's goods to bo seized in default of payment ; 
or, in the event of seizure not being effected, 
imprisonment for a fortnight. Execution was 
stayed for one month. 



THE IRISH PRESS ON MR. JACOB'S 

CASE. 

Mr. Jacob's case excites much interest through- 
out Ireland, and his determined attitude natur- 
ally begets much sympathy in generous Irish 
hearts. Among the newspapers, the Dublin 
Express (a Conservative daily) is especially to 
be commended for the free discussion of vacci- 
nation in its columns, and for the editor's frank 
expression of opinion, affording a welcome con- 
trast to the silence and timorous time-serving 
of the EngUsh press. Summing up the discussion 
of his correspondents, the editor observes — 

** The inference is plain that if the remedy be 
doubtful, it is an outrage upon constitutional 
liberty to compel all persons by an arbitrary and 
harsh law to adopt it. Nothing could justify 
such a measure but the clearest proof that it 
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necessary for the general protection of the 
public. But the case against the Act rests on 
far stronger grounds. We have assumed that 
all that had been proved was that it was doubt- 
ful whether vaccination was an effectual remedy 
agaLnst the disease ; but if it can be shown that 
while it is only doubtful at best as a remedy it 
directly communicates other diseases which may 
be as fatal as small-pox, it seems a crime against 
society to enforce it. The doctors, however, 
admit that it does convey other diseases, and 
some of the most terrible kind, into the human 
system at the most tender and critical period of 
life, when the germs — ^it may be of a slow and 
lingering, but not the less certain death — are 
implanted in the constitution, and can never be 
eradicated. It is shocking to think that this is 
done by Act of Parliament, and that the Legis- 
lature insists that parents shall be instrumental 
in vitiating tlie blood and saddening and short- 
ening the lives of their cliildren. The subject 
is one that demands a searching incjuiry as to 
the medical question, but in the meantime 
Parliament should be called upon by urgent 
petitions to repeal an obnoxious and tyrannical 
law, and leave tlie pubhc free to act as they 
think fit in a matter which affects their own 
lives," 

And at the end of a summary of Mr. Jacob's 
defence, he concludes — 

** After all the * heaHng art * is a very incon- 
sistent one. The great body of medical prac- 
titioners repudiate homoeopatliy, and would 
refuse to meet those who follow that system, 
but here in vaccination they adopt the very 
principle — similia similibus curantur — and are 
so confident of its efficacy that they have in- 
duced the Legislature to pass a highly penal 
law to enforce it. There is a visible change, 
however, in pubUo opinion on the subject, and 
the law is not immutable." 



A Reasonable Inquiry. — As there existed in 
nature an antagonist and preservative influence 
against the small-pox, and Jennor's sagacity was 
sufficient to recognise and enforce it, we are 
tempted to ask whether the other pests, such as 
measles and scarlet fever, might not be dealt 
with in a similar way. — Pall Mall Gazette, 18th 
March, 1878. [The suggestion here made is 
a strictly logical one ; for we may be 6iu*e that 
what is true of one form of zymotic disease is 
true of other forms ; and there is no better proof 
of the imscientifio character of vaccinators than 
their incapacity to generalise and extend their 
praetioe. — ^Eo.] 



MR BERNHARD SAMUELSON 
AT BANBURY. 

Addressing the Banbury Working Men's Lib- 
eral Association on the 8th October, Mr. Samuel- 
son is reported to have said — 

With regard to vaccination, he did not think 
it should be made a political question. He 
thouf^ht it was the duty of constituencies as well 
as of members of Parliament to make some 
sacrifice for the sake of union. While expressing 
personal belief in the value of vaccination, he 
had received information upon which he could 
rely, that vaccination amongst the poor had been 
insisted upon in a manner it ouglit not to have 
been, and had been performed with a degree of 
carelessness which ought not to have occurred. 
He thought it matter for regret that those who 
had conscientious objections to vaccination had 
been treated too much as criminals. He thought 
there should be a fresh inquiry into the subject, 
and he should bo prepared to proi)ORe such an 
inquiry if no one else did. Personally, he had 
no doubt of the enormous benefits which, in spite 
of occasional drawbacks, had been derived from 
vaccination, but there were more serious grounds 
for complaint on the part of those who objected 
to it than he had hitherto beheved, and there- 
fore he was anxious for a parliamentary inquiry. 

We have to be thankful for all who show 
themselves ready to move in this matter, and 
now that Mr. Samuelson has got upon the fence, 
it is to be hoped that he may find courage to 
drop over on the right side. For his faith in 
vaccination, and its enormous benefits, it would 
be interesting to have his reasons. Many loud 
confessors in favour of vaccination would have 
to render a hiunble answer to the query, 
** Speakest thou this of thyself, or did another 
tell it unto thee ? " 



WHAT AN EDITOR CAN SAY. 

Referring to the foregoing declaration of Mr. 
Samuelson, the Daily Chronicle of 10th October 
testified as follows — "That a promise to vote 
for a government incjuiry into the operation of 
the vaccination laws, with a view to their repeal, 
should be made a condition of a man's entering 
Parhament, proves to what abyssmal depths of 
absurdity the human mind is capable of sinking. 
That small -pox is the most fearful scourge wliich 
ever afflicted the human race, and that vaccina- 
tion is a cure for it, are facts upon which the 
scientific opinion and the common sense of the 
whole civilised world are agreed. There has 
been no greater benefactor of humanity than 
Edward Jexmer. Previous to his remarkable 
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discovery, Europe was annually decimated by 
the loathsome disease, which was literally a 
terror by night and a pestilence that wasted at 
noonday," etc., etc. 

This is a fair sample of the imaginative rant 
that is taken for evidence and argument as con- 
cerns small-pox and vaccination, and there is no 
remedy save in the firm and persistent demand 
for facts, and the exhibition of authentic history 
and statistics. To the credit of the editor of the 
Chronicle, he has inserted several criticisms of 
his article from Mr. Wm. Young, Mr. John 
Stephens, Mr. John Morison, and Mr. Alex. 
Wheeler. Mr. Wheeler in his letter observes — 

'*It was by no means the cose that Europe 
was annually decimated by small-pox. Upon 
this question Dr. Farr is sm*ely tlie best autho- 
rity a pro-vaccinator need require, and in his 
article on Epidemics in M'Culloch's Statisticcd 
Account of the British Empire, he admits that 
small-pox was on the decline before Jenner 
appeared with his ' discovery. ' Dr. Farr's 
words are, * SmaU-pox attained its maximum 
mortality after inoculation was introduced. Be- 
tween 1760 and 1779, the annual deaths from 
small-pox in London was 2,323; and in the 
next twenty years tliey declined to 1740 ; this 
disease, therefore, began to grow less fatal before 
vaccination was discovered, indicating, together 
with the diminution of fever, the general im- 
provement in health then taking place.' 

** The deaths from small-pox in London from 
1870 to 1874, show an annual average of 2,157 ; 
but when we compare the present century with 
the last, we are comparing a time when every 
one desires to be rid of small-pox with a time 
when every one desired to have it *' — ^if not 
naturally, then artificially by inoculation. 

** Tens and hundreds of thousands of small- 
pox patients have been recorded as vaccinated. 
Diseases of the most virulent character are' 
acknowledged to be transmissible by vaccination 
— acknowledged by pro- vaccinators of eminence 
and position. Yet we are guilty of folly if we 
question the wisdom of continuing the rite I 

** Public money is spent for vaccination, and 
the public are entitled to ask value for the same. 
Public injury is done, and the pubUc are right 
in asking for inqidry. And inquiry, if im- 
partially conducted, will result in banishing 
vaccination to the limbo of forgotten super- 
stitions.*' 

Among the correspondence on the other side 
was a letter which thus concludes — 

** With reference to the people who profess to 
have *con8cientioti8 objections* to vaccination, 



the self-same ' scruplers * have precisely the 
same * oonscientioufl * objections to their chil- 
dren being educated, and often appear in our 
poUce courts as defendants in what are termed 
' School Board Cases.* So much for * conscien- 
tious scruples!*** 

A curious example of superfluity of fjedsehood 
— of falsehood without mitigation; and the 
more remarkable as the writer questions Mr. 
Samuelson's veracity as to his information about 
vaccination! 



HOW I BECAME AN ANTI-VACCINATOR. 

n. 

The first part of this narrative recorded the pay- 
ment of fine and costs (amounting to 80s.) for 
avoiding the *^ vaccine disease.** I afterwards 
regretted having made a compromise between 
conscience and a bad law. Moreover, the pay- 
ment of one fine did not purge the ofitenoe. 
Parents are liable to repeated prosecution 
imtil their unvaccinated children reach the age 
of fourteen. 

Being of a combative nature, I attacked the 
law by pubUshing the Anti-Vaccinator, with 
this motto from Dr. Garth Wilkinson*s masterly 
writings on the subject — " Other wars are to- 
ward death, but in this crusade the war is 
against death.*' My object was to expose the 
evils of vaccination, and arouse pubUc opinion 
against the compulsory law. 

Notwithstanding the labours of Mr. B. B. 
Gibbs and other pioneers in this movement, the 
people generally were ignorant and apathetic. 
They were told by doctors, magistrates, and the 
press, that vaccination had '* saved miUions of 
Hves." It was as positively asserted that no 
disease could be imparted by vaccination. This 
and a hundred other lies were refuted, and the 
whole subject received illumination in its medi- 
cal, poUtical, and other aspects. 

The Preface to the first volmne of the Anti- 
Vaccinator contained these words — ** No plea- 
sure can exceed that of saving innocent children 
from the contamination of the poisoned lancet. 
Every parent who prefers a prison to the abom- 
inable empiricism of vaccination is helping to 
free the statute book from a disgraceful and 
deadly law. We demand, in the name of the 
suffering people, the repeal of the obnoxious and 
tyrannical Compulsory Vaccination Act. We say 
— leave vaccination optional. If the practice bo 
curative, it will Hve, and be its own defence. 
That vaccination is not a preventive of small* 
pox, but rather a promoter of endless and fatal 
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diseases is proved by grievoTis and unassailable 
evidence. Reliance on a nostnun also lulls the 
people into a false security, and induces neglect 
of the laws of health. Thousands of parents 
have allowed their children to be vaccinated 
against their better judgment. The time has 
come when it is no longer tolerable that a doubt- 
ful medical dogma shall be enforced by pains 
and penalties. The Act is most oppressive upon 
the poor. The Compulsory Vaccination Act is 
doomed ; and if the people use the power they 
possess, its speedy abrogation is certain. Agi- 
tate ! Exorcise this devil of disease,, and then 
the angel of health will enter the purified sphere.'* 

Of course I became a '* marked man," and 
was summoned again ; and, declining to pay the 
fine, was sentenced to fourteen days' imprison- 
ment. How I fared is told in my Prison 
Thoughts on Vaccination^ which I shaU. be 
happy to send freely to any applicant. 

Henbt Pitman. 

41 John Dalton St., Manchester. 



LORD F. CAVENDISH AT KEIGHLEY. 

LoBD Frbdebick Cavendish, M.P. for N.W. 
Yorkshire, received a deputation of anti-vaccin- 
ators at Keighley on 18th October. Mr. R. A. 
Milner acted as leader, and expressed a hope 
that his Lordship might be so disposed as to 
ensure their hearty support at the next election. 
Mr. Dawson, of Bingley, drew attention to the 
fact that whilst vaccination had been universal- 
ised, small-pox had gone on increasing; that 
whilst population had increased 10 per cent., 
small-pox had increased 120 per cent. , and at 
the same time infant mortality had risen in a 
manner that only the illnesses consequent on 
vaccination could account for. Mr. Jeffery, of 
Harden, said he had been an anti-vaccinator 
for more than forty years, and that he had 
first looked into the question when he saw 
his sister's child killed through vaccination. 
He defied any one to prove that vaccination had 
either dinunished or ameliorated small-pox. 
Mr. George Eidson then called attention to the 
Report of the Select Committee of 1871, which 
at the time was unanimously agreed to, but was 
now repudiated by several who had signed it, 
and among them by Mr. Alderman Carter, Mr. 
J. P. Hibbert, and Mr. P. A. Taylor. He 
thought it was most abominable tyranny for the 
State to stand between parent and child and say 
that the child should incur the risk of syphilis 
to escape the risk of small-pox. Mr. Crossley 
said he was opposed to the Compulsory Law 
because it led to the treatment of good men as 



common vagabonds and criminals. One of their 
friends had been sentenced to a month's im- 
prisonment with hard labour because he would 
not submit to vaccination, and the treatment he 
received so weakened his health that he sickened 
and died, and but for the accursed Act he had no 
doubt he would have been with them that day. 

Mr. Milner then put the following questions 
to his Lordship — 

1st. I beg, on behalf of the deputation, to ask 
your Lordship whether you are prepared to vote 
for the repeal of all penalties for non-compliance 
with the Vaccination Acts. 

2nd. WiU you bring in, or support, a measure 
to relieve all persons who have conscientious 
objections to vaccination (free of cost to them) 
&om fine and imprisonment ? 

8rd. Will you move for the appointment of a 
Royal Commission to go from town to town to 
collect evidence for and against vaccination ? 

His Lordship in reply spoke warily. He did 
not think that those who at this day discussed 
the Vaccination Laws could reahse what a fear- 
ful and loathsome scourge small-pox had been, 
nor therefore what vaccination had delivered us 
from. They had argued from their own experi- 
ence that vaccination was insufficient, but in a 
question of this sort he preferred to be guided 
by authority, and the weight of authority in 
favour of vaccination was overwhelming. 
Reference had been made to the Committee of 
1871 as no longer unanimous, and if new facts 
had come to light, he would be glad to have a 
new inquiry. It was not however for him to 
move for such an inquiry. For himself, he was 
perfectly satisfied that vaccination had greatly 
diminished small-pox. The argument that if 
vaccination is beneficial, it might be left to pre- 
vail of itself, struck him as unfair. Children 
were helpless, and as the State now came be- 
tween parents and children and enforced educa- 
tion, it was equally just for the State to enforce 
vaccination in the interest of the same helpless 
creatures. That a parent should be sentenced 
to prison and hard labour for non- vaccination 
was deeply to be regretted, but, as he understood 
from the Home Secretary himself, when the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act comes into force on 
1st January, 1880, it will be clearly impossible 
to sentence a parent to hard labour for non-pay- 
ment of vaccination fines. 

A meeting was held after Lord F. Cavendish 
had retired, and the resolution was carried 
unanimously, " That this meeting is highly dis- 
satisfied wiUi the evasive answers given by Lord 
F. Cavendish, M.P., to the questions put to him. '* 



116 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



Interviews like the foregoing with M.P.*s are 
eminently usefal, and we hope anti-vaccinators 
every where will follow the example of our 
Keigliley friends, nor be disappointed if they 
make little immediate impression. Much is 
gained if only scepticism and inquiry be excited. 
As for Lord F. Cavendish he is of Uttle account 
personally, and it need excite no surprise that 
he should recite parrot- wise the commonplace 
nonsense about **the fearful and loathsome 
scourge of small-pox from which vaccination 
brought dehverance." It could only be through 
some convulsion of human nature that such a 
man could stand up and say, ** I have investi- 
gated for myself, and admit that you Keighley 
men hold tr^e doctrine, and I am your convert." 
Such a miracle is not to be looked for. Lord F. 
Cavendish confesses that his opinions are formed 
by authority ; and as soon as authority veers, 
he will veer likewise, and not improbably will 
persuade himself that he has assumed his new 
position altogether by force of his own inteUi- 
gence. Such transformations are of constant 
occurrence in the political world, and when 
vaccination comes to be " authoritatively "de- 
nounced we shall discover that all along we have 
been surrounded with latent sympathisers. 



TRUTH WITH VIGOUR. 

The Rev. W. Stoddart, B.A., Stockton-on-Tees, 
had an order made upon him, on 25t]i September, 
to have his cliild vaccinated within foiu*teen 
days, and at the same time was sentenced to 
pay 8s. 6d. costs. The case excited public at- 
tention, and Mr. Stoddart repHed as follows to 
a letter in the Daily Oazette — 

** I have just noticed a mean and dastardly 
attack on me in the Oazette of SOth September. 
The writer, Mr. J. Metcalfe Garry, confesses 
that ' cases do occur where children and even 
adults have had by this means tlieir existence 
blighted,' and yet, because I will not expose my 
child to the risk of having its existence bHghtod, 
this gentleman classes me with returned con- 
victs and cnt-throats ' as being one of those very 
dangerous class of law-breakers who ought to 
be placed under supervision of the police.* Is it 
because I am a Unitarian minister that I am 
thus to be insulted in the pubHc papers ? J. 
Metcalfe Garry is evidently actuated by some 
religious animus against me, although he is 
quite a stranger to me. Or, is it because I con- 
sider it my duty to preserve my child from hav- 
ing a disease put into its blood ? I have been 
Bmnmoned before the magiBtrates and compelled 
to pay oofts beoaiue I will not risk the life and 



happiness of my child by allowing the virus of 
cow-pox to be injected into its blood. If my 
child's happiness was blasted, who would be 
responsible ? If my child were murdered by law, 
could the law clear my conscience of the crime 
of murder ? Should I not be responsible before 
God for the murder of my child, and doubly 
guilty because I knew it was morally wrong to 
risk a child's life or happiness by putting a 
disease into its blood? I could not plead 
ignorance of my duty. I consider human life 
too precious and too sacred a thing to be wan- 
tonly risked. It is uunatm-al and immoral to 
give a disease to a child, and when the laws of 
God are better known and taught, it will be con- 
sidered a monstrous crime to poison the blood' 
of a child. The natural way to prevent disease 
is to keep the body healthy by obedience to the 
laws of health. Cleanliness, temperance, fresh 
air, pure water, wholesome food, these are the 
natural preventives of disease. All disease is 
the result of the violation of the laws of God. 
Let the laws be made to pull down the dens of 
infamy in Stockton ; to clean out the back slums 
where men and women herd together like swine, 
and propagate vice and disease ; let the cesspools 
be removed from the backs of the houses, which 
are poisoning the atmosphere ; let the drinking 
water be kept free from sewage; restrict the 
Uquor traffic, and promote habits of temperance 
and cleanliness among the masses; — these are the 
natural ways of preventing disease. Vaccination 
is radically wrong. Why should we not give our 
children a mild form of fever to prevent them from 
taking the typhoid or scarlet fever ? Hundreds 
of children have had then* existence blasted by 
this vile law. Hundreds of helpless infants have 
been massacred by this immoral law, and it is 
the duty of every parent to protect his of&pring 
against cow-pox and the horrible diseases which 
are sometimes communicated by vaccination. 
I shall do my duty in spite of fine, imprison- 
ment, and pubhc insult ; I shall obey the 
dictates of my conscience ; I shall obey the law 
of God rather than that of ignorant men ; I 
shall protest against this law as unnatural and 
immoral ; and I shall teach men to disobey this 
State law, because it is a direct violation of the 
laws of God, a disgrace to the education of the age, 
and a scandal to pubHo honesty and religion." 

The order made on 25th September was not 
served upon Mr. Stoddart until 8th October; and 
the order was followed by a summons for 16th 
October; but over-zeal defeated itself. The 
magistrates dismissed the summons because 
sufficient time had not been allowed between 
order and summons. 
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VACCINATION IN INDIA. 

Db. Lownds writes in the Lancet, October 11, 
1879, a very curious paper commenting on 
Professor Newman's "Barbarisms of Civilisa- 
tion," which appeared in the June number of 
the Contemporary Review, Dr. Lownds has 
been vaccinated and three times re- vaccinated. 
He has been often exposed to small-pox, and 
has escaped, therefore he says vaccination saved 
him. There is no such thing as argument in 
such statements. It assimies that all the un- 
vaccinated must have small-pox. It assumes 
that all doctors before Edward Jenner who 
attended small-pox caught it. It asstmies ignor- 
ance on the part of his readers of the fiEbcts 
respecting small-pox. Note the treatment he 
gave to the believers in Sitla, the Hindoo 
goddess of smaU-pox. These superstitious 
people were afraid the goddess would be angry 
if they vaccinated their children. Dr. Lownds 
asked if Sitla was not angry when she sent 
small-pox, as a person is Angry who gives a 
disease often fatal. They usually agreed 
that this was the case, and it was then sug- 
gested to them that the goddess was angry with 
them for not being protected by vaccination. 
This mild reasoning was always acquiesced 
in, and produced a smile, and " Wagh ! wagh ! " 
" Surely some such reasoning may not be out 
of place," continues Dr. Lownds, **to more 
learned heads (but perhaps not wiser) than 
those poor Bajpoot cultivators." I hope many 
English doctors do not resort to such supersti- 
tions to aid them. If they do, they deserve little 
pity if small-pox coming among the vaccinated 
should turn these poor Bajpoots* acquiescence 
into anger. That small-pox never does affect 
vaccinated people in India, one would suppose 
from Dr. Lownds' narrative. If so, the true 
Indian influence must be obtained for the 
English vaccinators, for it is not so here. 

Dr. Lownds objects to the term "pus" for 
"vaccine lymph." But if pus is the wrong 
term to use, so is lymph. Virus is more correct, 
and is the term we generally use. 

Dr. Lownds talks of the inductive mind of 
Jenner giving him posthumous fiEime. But if 
by this he means that Jenner discovered a 
natural law, what is this law? There is no 
law to which vaccination conforms. It is 
opposed to law, opposed to science, opposed to 
experience. It is as much a superstitious rite 
as any of the follies performed by the credulous 
worshippers at Gurgaon before the goddess of 
amall-pox. 



VAGABIES OF CIVILISATION. 

We are rare promoters of civilisation I Among 
the articles in the treaty of peace with the Zulu 
chiefs is one which signifies that no witch-doC" 
tora a/re to be tolerated. If that be so, the 
oppressed natives of Zululand are, after all, 
better off than the be-doctored inhabitants of 
these northern isles, who are tormented out of 
their Uves by the Compulsory Vaccination Acts. 
It maybe feared, however, that such congratula- 
tion will prove but temporary, for the Jennerian 
boon may yet be conferred on poor Africans if 
they are sufficiently docile under British mle. 

Joseph Towebs. 



Experience and Prophegt. — ^You in Derby, 
who have had an epidemic of smaU-pox, know 
from your own experience that vaccination is 
downright medical humbug; that there is no 
good in it ; that the thing is senseless in theory, 
and as worthless as it is unnatural in practice ; 
that it is a craze and a nuisance. I visited 
Newmarket, Birmingham, and Harwich, when 
small-pox was ragiug and destroying in those 
places. I went from house to house, and from 
bed to bed ; and I can testify from what I saw 
and heard that vaccination had no effect what- 
ever in preventing the worst forms of small-pox 
or deaths from small-pox. Vaccination! It is 
the greatest medical delusion of the age. It 
impHes that good health is dangerous, being the 
highway to disease ; and that disease is safety, 
being the road to health. It is a piece of medi- 
cal insanity, and hereafter medical men will be 
ashamed to think of it. — W. Huhe-Bothsbt at 
the Derby Conference, 

Bradford in Danger.— The Lancet (Sept. 
27) laments the escape of so many children in 
Bradford from vaccination. Out of 6797 infants 
bom in the borough in 1877, probably " 650 are 
now Hving im vaccinated." This condition 
frightens the Lancet into asking " can it be 
necessary to wait for the next epidemic of small- 
pox to do its worst among the unvaccinated in 
Bradford ? " Now, we are not so foolish as to 
make any stupid prophecies. But we are 
perfectly certain that if an epidemic comes to 
Bradford, the number of vaccinated smaU-pox 
patients will greatly exceed the unvaccinated, 
and as often before the probabilities are 6797 to 
550 that a vaccinated person will be the first to 
suffer. How long will the Lancet continue to 
talk against f&ota ? In the great epidemic in 
London, 11,174 were vaccinated, according to 
medical records, out of 14,808 hospital small- 
pox OMea.^'JL W. 
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AMERICAN ANTI-VACCINATION 
LEAGUE. 

(From the New TorJc Daily Sun, 4th Oct, 1879.) 

The "First Anti- Vaccination League of 
America** was formed in the Lecture Room 
of the United States Medical College, Thirteenth 
Street, last evening. The movement was 
l>rought about mainly by the presence in the 
€sity of Mr. William Tebb, an Englishman, who 
lives in London, and who has stubbornly re- 
sisted thirteen prosecutions for refusing to have 
Jiis children vaccinated. He was prosecuted 
-twelve times, but on the thirteenth the British 
Government got tired and did not molest him 
:^urther. His attention was first drawn to the 
isnbject by taking his second daughter to be 
^^^accinated after one e£fort to vaccinate her had 
failed. The physician said, '* Take your daugh- 
'C^er home and let her alone. Vaccination won't 
^prevent small-pox, and it may do the child an 
:Mjijwry" Soon he made up his mind that the 
C3ompulsory Vaccination Act was tyranny, be- 
^sause it made people liable to take inoculable 
^Siseases, and did not insure them against taking 
^small-pox. He himted up books and statistics, 
^uid ascertained that at least eighty per cent, of 
"^Jiose who died of small-pox in England were 
^fchose who had been vaccinated. The more he 
:^ead and investigated, the more he became de- 
^^ermined to resist the vaccination laws. He 
^nblished tracts, got up lectures, established cm 
^&nti- vaccination journal, and paid his fine every 
^Cdme rather than permit his child to be vacci- 
:%iated. His case was carried to a higher court, 
^^?here it was decided against him. Still he 
^^rould not yield, and he has not yielded to the 
"Vaccination of his child. Wherever he goes he 
^sarries his anti- vaccination tracts, and preaches 
^^-esistance to the law as the chief means of 
effecting a change in pubhc sentiment. He 
^^nnonnces that in two Yorkshire towns the 
^iDpposition to vaccination is so strong that in 
^Mtch of them there are 6000 children not vacci- 
'^lated. He numbers among the leading public 
^nen who oppose compulsory vaccination, John 
IKright, W. E. Gladstone, Jacob Bright, P. A. 
TXaylor, J. W. Pease, Thomas Burt, W. E. 
^*orster, C. H. Hopwood, and other M.P.'s; 
^Professor F. W. Newman, Herbert Spencer, 
^^>r. Garth Wilkinson, Dr. Pearoe, and Dr. 
C^ollins. 

Finding his idea was not entirely new to New 
"Sorker8,^r. Tebb was glad to attend the meet- 
uig last evening. 

Alexamdxb WzLDXBy M.D., on taking the 



chair, said he had long been hostile to vaccina- 
tion. He was satisfied that after vaccination 
persons are more likely to take any disease — 
even small-pox itself. When once the blood is 
contaminated by bovine virus, the chance of 
taking small-pox is greater than if the vaccina- 
tion had not been done. From his observation 
among relatives and Mends and patients, he 
was satisfied that many persons contract small- 
pox after vaccination, and even after they have 
had small-pox itself. 

Mr. Tebb gave his views and experience to 
the meeting. In addition to the facts recited 
above, he said that he had known several cases 
of great hardship, in which poor men had been 
persecuted for refusing to have their children 
vaccinated. He spoke of the case of a man 
named Nye, a clockmaker, who had been im- 
prisoned nine times because of his refusal to 
comply with the law. Nye*s resistance was due 
to the fact that two of his children had been 
poisoned by vaccine virus. Mr. Tebb related the 
experience of a physician, a neighbour of his, 
who had lost $2500 a year in his practice by 
refusing to vaccinate. One lady, a passenger on 
the steamship, told Mr. Tebb that she had lost 
two children by vaccine poison. She told the 
doctor that he had used bad virus, but, she said 
to Mr. Tebb, '* at that time I did not know that 
it was all bad.** In Montreal, where the vaccine 
virus was punctured into the people wholesale, 
regardless of law, the public indignation at the 
outrage became so strong in consequence of the 
obvious fact that vaccination did not prevent 
small-pox, that a mob of 10,000 people threat- 
ened to tear down the buildings in which the 
authorities were assembled to pass a Compul- 
sory Vaccination Act. The people had seen 
their children diseased by the poison of vaccine 
virus, and that nothing but a mob could put an 
end to it. 

Dr. B. A. GuNN concurred in what the pre- 
vious speaker had said. 

Dr. WiLDEB said that to start a running ulcer 
in a man*s arm would be about as useful in 
preventing him from taking small-pox as any 
other method. " Indeed, that is about what 
vaccination is.*' He added — ** Half the doctors 
in America have lost faith in vaccination, but 
unforttmately continue to practice it father than 
lose their fees. What is wanted is a Lloyd 
Garrison or George Thompson to lead the 
opposition to this mischievous medical delusion." 

The Anti- Vaccination League was organised 
by the choice of Dr. Alexander Wilder as Presi- 
dent, J. W. Nickles as Secretary, M. L. HoU- 



120 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



brook. TreaHnrer; J. E. Briggs, M.D., TIiob. A. 
Qranger, M.D., Bud B. A. Giinn, M.D., as Ei- 
ecntive Committee. The object of the Bociety is 
to awaken the attention of tha public to the 
evils of Taccinatioi) and to its inutility, to put 
an end to its practice, and to prevent legiahition 
for its enforcement. 

WHAT 13 SUCCESSFUL VACCINATION? 
This question ie one which every medical man 
who signs a vaccination certificate has to decide, 
and the failure of vaccination is leading to a 
refinement of terms in order to ward off the con- 
fesaion of total defeat. 

Mr. Uakima has been praised by the Lancet 
for his services in the lino of definition, and as 
he has favoured me witb a copy of his Beport,* 
I am enabled to make a few remarks upon his 
method. 

First, he teUs us roundly that no standard is 
common to the profession. "What one will 
call an indifferent mark, another will call fair, 
a third moderate, a fourth bad, and so on, till 
confosion is worse confounded," but Mr. Mokuna 
has no hesitation. He says, "A good mark is 
that which is well foveatod (that is deprcBsed 
towards the centre) well fitted, vrith its area 
well defined, commonly by a eenated margin." 
Further, " good marks always remain good." 

For vaccinated, Mr. Makuna substitntes 
" vaocinized " ; and no one is vaccinized who 
has not " four or more good vaccine cicatrices" ; 
for, he adds, "I beUeve it to be an undisputed 
fact, that only those enjoy complete immunity 
&om the infection of variola before puberty, 
who are vaccinized." 

Now were Mr. Maknna in earnest instead of 
trifling, he would be able to show that no one 
with four good marks appeared in his Hospital. 
But Table V. gives 161 patiente with " good 
marks," and of these 22 had "four good marks," 
or more. The Hampsteod Hospital Report 
shows 940 patients to have had " good marks," 
and of tliesa 222 had " four marks and over," 
and were therefore vaccinized. The Homerton 
Hospital Report gives 1197 cases of "good 
marks," and 222 with " four marks or more." 

Leaving this method, Mr. Makuna reverts to 
the only scientific method of classification, 
namely, by the degree of eruption. 

Now, <u ever, if the eruption be estensive, the 
tax paid to death is heavy. Now, aa ever, if the 
eruption be slight, the deaths are few. Mr. 



Mokuna's return of mortality, 16'6 per cent., ia 
almost identical with that of Dr. Jurin in 172S; 
and it is therefore perfectly clear that nothing 
has been effected by vaccination in modifying 
the disease. 

Thus the term " vaccinized " represents 
nothing new; and until Mr. Makuna shows 
that no one " successfully vaccinated with four 
good marks" has died of emoll-pox at Fnlham 
or elsewhere, he leaves matters as he fonnd 
them. Albs. Wheblkb. 

INCONSISTENCIES OP VACCINATORS. 
Dr. Lvon Plavfiib, whose name I mention 
with respect, has ventured the assertion in Faili»- 
mcnt that vaccination saves 80,000 lives whidh 
would otherwise be sacrificed by small-pox. I 
learn again and again that in small-pox years 
the total mortohty is not greater, but rather lew, 
tlian is others. How, then, can 80,000 lives be 
saved by vaccination when there is no saving? 
It is to me a shocking thing to find Members of 
Parliament saying vaccination is a nitedical 
question which they do not understand, bat 
vote as medical experts tell them. For instiuioe. 
Dr. Seaton for a long time post, has taJcen 
matter from smoll-pox patients and given it to a 
cow, then taken matter from the eow and called 
it cow-pox; someone in Dublin did the same 
thing, but the Irish Looal Government Board 
said " this is sowing small-pox broadcast." 
Thus, what the London authorities commend 
the Dublin authorities forbid! Again, iir. 
Simon, some few years back, after Mr. Hntohin- 
Eon had proved the transmission of odious 
diseases by vaccination, being compelled to 
admit it, says the operator must have dipped his 
lancet too deep. In that case there is no blood 
disease which may not be propagated ; yet 
Porhament cannot guarantee that doctors won't 
" dip too deep." Doctors, acting as ooronen, 
have refused to receive the verdict of a jioy that, 
according to the clearest testimony, children 
have been killed by vaccination. They reason 
thus; "Vaccination caused erysipelas; eryoipeUa 
caused death, therefore vaccination had nothing 
to do with the death."— Profbss on P. W. New- 
UAN at Derby Conference of NatiOHtU Anti- 
CompuUory Vaccination League. 

The Cau Again.— Dr. T. Wilson, Toxall, 
Buri«n- on- Trent, formerly of Alton, Hants, has 
recommenced his oalf vaccination, and is pre- 
pared to supply the profession with pure Anim^T 
Vaccine Lymph. Points, 6d. each; tubes, Ss, — 
Lancet, Oct. 11, 1879.— Jf.B- Tubes were oon- 
demned by Dr. Wyld. 
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CI7LATI0N SUPERSEDED AND SUPPRESSED. 

illusory character of human testimony is 
illustrated in the case of inoculation, 
ose an inquirer wished to ascertain the ratio 
.ths to inoculations, he would be completely 
We have seen what Dr. Buchan 



n the natural way, one in four or five 

:Brally dies of small-pox ; but by inoculation 

ne of a thousand. Nay, some can boast of 

g inoculated ten thousand without the loss 

e patient." 

^in Birch, an eminent London surgeon, 
in 1806, attests— 
ot one in three hundred dies of inocidation 
e general irregular mode of proceeding, and 
ne in a thousand among observant practi- 
:»; and if the inoculated patient die, he 
f small-pox and of nothing but small-pox."-^' 
the Edinburgh Beview^ October, 1806, we 



f those who have small-pox naturally, one 

^^^^rnnd to die in six. Of inoculated patients, 

one dies in two hundred and fifty. This at 

is Dr. Willan's calculation ; and we are 

that it is very near the truth. In 

on, where it ought to be best ascertained, 

eminent practitioners have stated the 

rtion to be so high as one in the hundred. 

Jealous anti-vaccinists have denied it to be 

, under judicious treatment, than one in 

^^Xisand. It cannot be denied, however, that 

^98 the risk to life, the disease, even under 

RuMMMfor UnifontUy Objecting to the Practice 
By John Blnh. London : 1806. 




I the mitigated form, has frequently proved an 
; exciting cause of scrofula and other dreadful 
i distempers, and has often been attended with 
i blindness and deformity." 

Mr. Marson in Reynolds's System of Medicine 
I says— 

"The Small-Pox and Inoculation Hospital 
was founded in London in 1746, and inoculation 
was continued there until 1822. Dr. Gregory 
went carefully over the records of the Hospital 
for that period of seventy-six years, and found 
that only three in a thousand died of inoculation 
The inoculated disease was usually very mild 
but not invariably so." * 

Scores of such testimonies might be adduced, 
twitching the reader from conclusion to con- 
clusion ; and in the conflict of authorities what 
is to be said? It is true that if we select what 
evidence we Hke, and call it sound, and reject 
what we dislike, and call it unsound, we may 
prove anything ; but it is also true, that if we 
arc to be fettered by evidence we shall stand 
paralysed amid contradictions. When men who 
are competent, and obviously honest, deliver 
varying testimony, we are driven to seek 
some method of reconciliation; and in this 
matter of inoculation wherein our resort is to 
books, and about which we can have no imme- 
diate experience, we may derive much Ught 
from the corresponding practice of vaccination 
Thus, what is commoner than for vaccinators to 
assert, that never within their sphere of observa- 
tion have they witnessed a single case of injury 
resulting from vaccination — ^not one I Subject 
any dozen ordinary practitioners to judicial ex- 
amination, and they would thus testify with 
scarcely a note of variation. On the other hand, 

* Vol i., p. 4S1. London : 1865. 
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take any dozen mothers of families, especially 
from among the poor, and they would tell of 
illness, disease, and death following the vaccin- 
ators' lancets. The men are more or less 
competent and honest, and the women likewise, 
and how shall we account for their variance? 
In the first place the men have been drilled 
from the outset of their profession into the 
conviction that vaccination is absolutely neces- 
sary and harmless, and if any disaster follows the 
rite, it is coincidence not consequence. Occasion- 
ally a practitioner of more vigorous inteUigence 
than the average, like Mr. Henry May of Bir- 
mingham, sees what the mothers see, but does 
he report accordingly? Not at all. In Mr. 
May's own words — 

"A death from vaccination occurred not long 
ago in my practice, and although I had not 
vaccinated the child, yet in my desire to preserve 
vaccination from reproEbch, I omitted all mention 
of it from my certificate of death." 

Mr. May recognised the fact and concealed it : 
a duller man would have ascribed the death 
mechanically to erysipelas or pycemia. Indeed, 
it is a commonplace with medical men, that no 
child dies of vaccination ; and hence vaccination 
is not an admitted cause of death; and when 
the fact is insisted upon, there is no limit to the 
hardihood wherewith the truth is crushed down 
and covered up. Coroners refuse to hold inquests 
on children slain by vaccination, and Dr Lan- 
kester, as coroner for Middlesex, did not hesitate 
to authorise and endorse a false certificate of 
death in order, like Mr. May, "to preserve 
vaccination from reproach."''' As for mothers, 
poor creatures, few of them have minds of their 
own, and if only they were adequately assured 
that it was for the good of their offspring that 
their noses should be slit, they would believe, 
weep, and submit. 

But it will be pointed out that inoculators of 
the more reasonable sort admitted a certain 
mortality from their practice, from which that 
of vaccinators is at least free. It is so ; but the 
admission was unavoidable. Inoculation com- 
mimicated smaU-poz, and there was no evasion 
of the fact that occasionally the malady assumed 
a severe form, and the patient died. For such 
mishaps, however, there were always excuses. 
The patient was not in a suitable condition of 
body, he had been eating improperly, he had 
caught cold, and so on. There remained, never- 
theless, the sequels of inoculation, which were 
just as persistently denied as are those of vac- 

• Vaccination Tracts, No. 14. p. 7. 



cination, although there were always clear- 
sighted observers who maintained that it was 
impossible to infect the blood with a complex 
organic virus, and that it should exhaust its 
effects in a single and definite issue. We all 
remember how we used to be assured with 
contemptuous emphasis that it was utterly im- 
possible to communicate syphilis by vaoclnatioiiy 
and that assertions to the contrary were fiables 
of ignorance and malice ; yet, we see that what 
was fabulous a few years ago, is now accepted as 
medical matter-of-fact. Nowhere is scepticism 
BO useful as among physicians; for whenever 
they protest most, suspect most. 

With the close of the 18th century inocula- 
tion with small-pox to avert small-pox was 
accepted as sound practice throughout England. 
Its safety and efficiency were extolled by medi- 
cal writers in terms curiously identical with 
those appUed to vaccination. The objectors 
were few, and for pious rather than physio- 
logical reasons ; and the question that exercised 
practical and benevolent minds was how to 
universaUse the remedy, which, on account of 
its troublesome accompaniments, was chiefly 
confined to the upper and middle classes. On 
this point it may be well to cite the words of 
Dr. Haygarth of Chester, who, in a letter to the 
Council of Health of Geneva, dated 10th Feb., 
1792, thus sets forth the position of affairs — 

*' In Chester, and, I believe, in most of the 
large towns of England, the casual small-pox is 
almost constantly present. All the children of 
the viiddle and higher raaiTca of our citizens are 
inoculated in early infancy. The populace 
very generally regarding the distemper as in- 
evitable, neither fear nor shun it; but much 
more frequently by voluntary and intentional 
intercourse, endeavour to catch the casual in- 
fection. All the difficulties of our Small-Pox 
Society in Chester proceeded from this strange 
delusion and perversity of disposition. With ns 
the small-pox is seldom or never heard of except 
in the bills of mortaUty ; but there its devasta- 
tion appears dreadful indeed." 

The strong objection to inoculation was, that 
it diffused the disease generally which it was 
supposed to avert individually. Inoculators 
tried to minimise and deny the danger, but in 
vain ; and nothing so contributed to the super- 
session of the practice by vaccination as the 
expectation of escape from the artificially pro- 
pagated disease. How extensive was that pro- 
pagation, we leave a writer in the Edinburgh 
Beview of October, 1806, to describe — 

**The inoculated small-pox is an infeotioiu 
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disease, and those who take it naturally from 
an inoonlated patient have it as violently as if 
they had been infected from a case of spontane- 
ous disease; it is to all intents and purposes 
the natural small-pox again in them. Now, if 
it be considered that several hundred thousand 
persons have been annually inoculated in these 
kingdoms for the last fiffcy years, it will be easy 
to calculate the immense addition that must 
have been made in that period to the cases of 
actual disease, and the increase of natural 
small-pox that may be supposed to have arisen 
from this constant multiplication of the sources 
and centres of infection/' 

Unless this culture and this traffic in small- 
pox throughout the United Kingdom be realised, 
^e potent cause of the immediate and extra- 
Tagant success of vaccination will be left; out of 
:7eckoning. When we are harassed, anxious 
iuid impatient under some course of conduct, 
onr ears are open to any promise of relief ; and it 
^as to a generation so afflicted and so receptive 
'that Jenner in 1798 made his revelation of the 
"virtue of cowpox. No more need, said he, to in- 
^xmlate with small-pox. Substitute cowpox ; and 
^whUst it will protect as effectually, it will inflict 
:xio injury and diffuse no infection. The revela- 
'Cion was received with acclamation, and within 
<«ighteen months of its delivery (without due 
experience, and without any warrant that could 
^Mtfis muster in the severe realm of science) the 
leading physicians and surgeons of London sub- 
Qciibed and published the following manifesto 
:u the newspapers of 1800 — 

*'We, the undersigned physicians and sur- 
geons, think it our duty to declare our opinion, 
'Chat those persons who have had the cowpox 
•«re perfectly secure from the infection of the 
iBmall-pox, provided this infection has not been 
:^ir0viously communicated/* 

I do not wish to anticipate the wondrous tale 

^Df Jenner — ^my present purpose is to show how 

^^^jioculation was set aside ; and it suffices to state 

^^liat cowpox rapidly made an end of inoculation 

"^vith small-pox. Indeed, I question whether a 

^^revolution in practice was ever effected with 

imilar facility. Within eight years of the 

ivery of Jenner*s revelation, the writer in 

lie Edinburgh Review of 1806, already cited, 

able to testify — 

**The bitterest enemies of vaccination will 

oi deny, that more than nine-tenths of the 

edical world are decidedly and zealously in 

vour of it, and that all their demonstrations of 

dangers and terrors have been insufficient 

convert a singlo one of their brethren from 




so damnable and dangerous a heresy. Testi- 
monies, it may be said, should be weighed, and 
not numbered ; and in this respect the vaccin- 
ators, we are afraid, will have a splendid and 
indisputable triumph. We give the anti-vac- 
cinists aU the advantage in our power when we 
assign to them a few members of the profession 
in London ; for in the country at large, we be- 
lieve, they have not one respectable practitioner 
on their side in Ave hundred. In this great 
city and school of medicine (Edinburgh) we are 
assured, they are without a single public ad- 
herent." 

The resistance to vaccination was almost en- 
tirely conflned to the resistance of inooulators, 
who were too deeply compromised by their own 
disloyalty to Nature, to make effective resist- 
ance. They were steadily borne down by the 
vaccinators, many of whom had been energetic 
inoculators, and displayed the usual ardour of 
apostates in condemning what they had formerly 
approved. Indeed, when we consider how ino- 
culation was commended for its efficiency and 
harmlessnesB by the same medical authorities 
who, within a year or two after Jenner's appear- 
anoe, denounced the practice for its difficulties 
and dangers, their tergiversation appeared little 
short of shameless. Dr. Lettsom had been an 
inoculator, yet on 2nd July, 1806, he felt war- 
ranted in writing— 

** What have not the abettors of variolous 
inoculation to answer for I To shoot a dozen 
or two innocent people in the public streets 
of London would not be half so injurious as 
allowing the murderers to kill the rising gen- 
eration, the future hope of the State. Nothing 
can show the supineness and ignorance of the 
Government more than legalising these vari- 
olous murders." 

How far the conquest of the inoculators by 
the vaccinators had advanced, appeared in a 
debate in the House of Commons in 1806, when 
Wilberforce urged that inoculation should be 
suppressed, or at least that those who insisted on 
inoculation should be compelled to place their 
patients in quarantine. Mr. Windham admitted 
the scandal of wretched and miserable subjects 
of inoculation being carried about in the streets, 
but he hesitated to recommend coercive legisla- 
tion until persuasion had been fully tried and 
had failed. Dr. Matthews, M.P. for Hereford, 
took occasion at the same time to run with the 
hounds. Inoculation, he said, was a frequent 
cause of disflgurement and of death in its most 
awful form; it was a magazine of the most 
dreadful evils ; a magnifier of mortality ; and a 
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means of introducing scrofula, a more dangerous 
and pernicious disorder than small-pox itself — 
facts which it would have been more creditable 
to have proclaimed when inoculation was in 
fashion. It is so easy to kick when a foe has 
fallen, and where all are kicking! Human 
nature is never so despicable as when thus 
engaged. 

The question of restraining inoculation came 
again before the House of Commons in 1807, 
when the practice of inoculating out-patients 
at the London dispensaries and hospitals was 
energetically condemned. ** I think that the 
legislature," said Mr. Sturges Bourne, ** would 
be as much justified in taking a measure to pre- 
vent this evil by restraint, as a man would be in 
snatching a firebrand out of the hands of a maniac 
just as he was going to set fire to a city.'* 

No one was more eager to suppress inocula- 
tion by force that Jenner himself, and in July 
1807, he sought an interview with the premier 
for the purpose. In a letter to Dr. Lettsom he 
thus describes his^mortification — 

** You will be sorry to hoar the result of my 
interview with the Minister, Mr. Perceval. I 
solicited this honour with the sole view of 
inquiring whether it was the intention of Govern- 
ment to give a check to the licentious manner in 
which small-pox inoculation is at this time con- 
ducted in the metropolis. I instanced the 
mortality it occasioned in language as forcible 
as I could utter, and showed him clearly that it 
was the great source from which the pest of 
small-pox was disseminated through the country 
as well as through the town. But, alas ! all I 
said availed nothing, and the speckled monster 
is still to have the Hberty that the Small- Pox 
Hospital, the delusions of Moseley, and the 
caprices and prejudices of the misguided poor, 
can possibly give him. I cannot express to you 
the chagrin and disappointment I felt at this 
interview." 

We are not accustomed to regard politicians 
of Perceval's order as favourable to Hberty, and 
yet it is refreshing to remark in even the Tories 
of the Georgian age a jealous regard for the per- 
sonal freedom of Englishmen, and a hearty 
contempt for the plausible quacks who were 
always contriving to circumscribe it. Perceval 
was not opposed to vaccination, but he would 
not consent to give it an illicit advantage over 
inoculation. If it were the good thing it was 
asserted to be, it might be left to prevail by 
reason of its own quaUty. 

Under medical and social pressure, the practice 
of inoculation at public institutions was gradually 



abandoned. On 5th May, 1808, the inoculation 
of out-patients was discontinued at the London 
Small-Pox Hospital, but not until 20th of June, 
1822, did the inoculation of in-patients cease. 
In 1816 the Colleges of Surgeons of London and 
Dubhn pledged themselves against the practice. 
A formal attempt at coercive legislation, often 
called for, was at last made by the directors of 
the National Vaccine EstabUshment. They 
framed and promoted a bill, which was intro- 
duced to the House of Lords in 1813 by Lord 
Borington, but it was ignominiously withdrawn 
in 1814 — a choice example of grandmotherly 
legislation. Among its provisions was the enact- 
ment that whenever an inoculation took place, 
the clergyman of the parish should receive 
notice, and that red flags should be displayed 
from the house where the patient lay I As Earl 
Stanhope observed, instead of bekig a measure 
of humanity, it would, if passed into law, be one 
of the most troublesome, inconvenient, and mis- 
chievous ever enacted. 

In the discussion on this foolish project, Lord 
Eldon pointed out that the common law was 
already sufficient to arrest the exposure of 
sufferers from infectious disease ; and acting on 
the hint the Vaccine Establishment prosecuted 
a woman, 27th April, 1815, for carrying her 
inoculated child covered with pustules through 
the streets of her neighbourhood. Evidence 
was adduced that she had thus infected eleven 
persons with small-pox of whom eight had died. 
The Court of King's Bench pronoimced her con- 
duct illegal and criminal, but as it was the first 
prosecution for such an offence, she was let off 
with a sentence of three months' imprisonment. 

A practice thus banned could not long survive 
in England, and by and by a medical man who 
would consent to inoculate became a rarity, or 
was accounted disreputable. Yet there remained 
old-fashioned folk who would have nothing to 
do with cow-pox, and insisted on having genuine 
human pox for their children and grandchildren. 
Hence Dr. Epps writing in 1831 had to say — 

** There is a class of medical practitioners who 
inoculate for the small-pox. Society should 
utter its voice of moral indignation against snch 
individuals, who glory in anything by which 
they can claim singularity, or by which they 
can increase their pecuniary means. Let not 
society be deceived into any parley with snoh 
practices upon the plea, that parents itnU have 
their children inoculated with the small-pox." "^ 



* Th» Life qf John Walker, M.D. By John Bppi» ILDu 
London : 1831, p. 326. 
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Gradually the inocnlatiDg practitioner ceased, 
and the practice remained in the hands of 
** ignorant and unqualified persons, old women, 
and itinerant quacks; "* and then the end came. 
An Act of Parliament was passed in 1840 where- 
in it was enacted that — 

" Any person who shall produce or attempt to 
jJToduce in any person by inoculation with 
variolous matter, or by wilful exposure to vario- 
lous matter, or to any matter, article, or thing 
impregnated with variolous matter, or wilfully 
"by any other means whatsoever produce the 
disease of small-pox in any person in England, 
"Wales, or Ireland, shall be hable to be pro- 
ceeded against and convicted smnmarily before 
any two or more justices of the peace in petty 
sessions assembled, and for every such offence 
shall, upon conviction, be imprisoned in the 
<4}ommon gaol or house of correction for any 
"^rm not exceeding one month." 

The Government did not at first intend to 
lanake the prohibition absolute, but Mr. Wakley 
^insisted that the time had arrived to suppress 
^e nuisance summarily, and that not a voice 
'Would be raised in opposition. Nor was there 
«ny opposition. Mr. Goulboum expressed some 
hesitation, but the House was practically unani- 
:mous. 

Outside the House few regrets were expressed. 
Dr. George Gregory, physician of the Small- 
Tox Hospital at St. Pancras, was, however, a 
man of philosophic turn, and he did not see the 
old idol cast down unmoved. 

"On 23rd July, 1840," he wrote, "the prac- 
tice of inoculation, the introduction of which has 
conferred immortaUty on the name of Lady Mary 
Wortley Montagu, which had been sanctioned by 
the College of Physicians, wliich had saved the 
Uves of miany kings, queens, and princes, and of 
thousands of their subjects, during the greater 
part of the preceding century, was declared 
illegal by the EngUsh Parliament, and all 
offenders were to be sent to prison, with a good 
chance of the tread-mill. Such are the reverses 
of fortune to which all sublunary things are 
doomed." f 

Gregory was not blind to the extravagant 

claims made for vaccination, and evidently had 

a lurking conviction that all was not gain in 

*lie substitution of the new practice for the old, 

saying — 

'•Had not the discovery of Jenner interfered 

* X^etter of Poor Iaw Ckimmiaaionen, 20th Au^rust, 1840. 

^ •^^ • c tw w on SrvpHve Fevers. By George Gregory, M.D. 

London : 1843, p. 89. 



to interrupt its extension and improvement, 
inoculation would have continued to this day 
increasing yearly in popularity." * 

Yet was not inoculation abolished. Some- 
times when we get the devil out at the door, he 
presently re-enters by the window; and thus 
while Parliament was making an end of inocula- 
tion in one form, it was reviving in another. 

It is to be understood that Jenner's cow- 
pox, whatever it might be, was an unconmion 
and erratic disease, and its discovery and main- 
tenance difficult. To provide a substitute, cows 
were from time to time inoculated with small- 
pox, and the resulting pustular virus was used 
instead of the genuine and infallible Jennerian 
specific. Lest one should be accused of false 
witness, let us refer to Dr. Seaton's HandbooJe 
of Vaccination, There we read — 

** Mr. Ceely of Aylesbury in February, 1889, 
succeeded in inducing vaccine vesicles on two 
sturks by inoculation with variolous lymph, and 
in thus establishing lymph-stocks, which passed 
at once into extensive use, so that, in a few 
months, more than 2000 children had been 
vaccinated from them. In December, 1840, Mr. 
Badcock succeeded in variolating [small-poxing] 
a cow at Brighton, and deriving therefi'om a 
stock of genuine vaccine lymph. In this manner 
he has raised stocks of vaccine lymph for use on no 
fewer than thirty-seven separate occasions. The 
lymph thus obtained by him is now largely 
employed ; it has been suppUed to many hundreds 
of practitioners, and very many thousands of 
children have been vaccinated with it. Mr. 
Ceely's experiments were repeated in America in 
1852 by Dr. Adams of Waltham, and Dr. Putnam 
of Boston, who were able, it is said, to furnish 
the city and neighbourhood of Boston with all 
the vaccine matter used there since that period." 

Again, Sir John Cordy Burrows, a surgeon, 
speaking as a magistrate, at Brighton on 5th 
February, 1876, observed — 

"The public seem scarcely to understand 
what vaccination means. The vaccine lymph 
taken from a child is nothing more than what 
has passed from a small-pox patient through a 
cow. In 1856-58 I took an active part in 
inoculating seventeen cows with small-pox, pro- 
ducing in three cases vaccine lymph, and from 
these the world has been supplied." 

Thus, as asserted, has inoculation been revived, 
and Jenner's specific set aside. When Dimsdale 
had an Empress to operate upon he tried to 
mollify the small-pox virus by passing it through 

• Ibid., p. 98. 
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children. Cows have now taken the place of 
children, and the vims in its passage from arm 
to arm may still farther be reduced in virulence, 
when it does not take up fresh malignities such 
as syphilis ; but it is inoculation with small-pox 
all the same. 



ANTI-VACCINATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA. 

NOTES OF A RECENT TOUR. 

By William Tebb. 

Chaftir I.— iDcldent on board the City of Ber n— Disease 
and Death induced by Vaccination in Pennsylvania — All 
Vaccine Vims bad alike— Professor R. A. Gunn*s opinion 
of Vaccination— The New York Board of Health— How it 
is recruited— Vaccination Fees— Tyrannical Form of Com- 
pulsoiy Vaccination— Dr. Censtantine Hering. 

In visiting America it was not my intention to 
conduct an anti-vaccination crusade. I had not 
the physical strength, and my medical friends 
had cautioned me when leaving home against 
any exertion which would tend to exhaust the 
small reserve of nervous force leffc to me. At 
the same time, I desired to learn by inquiry on 
the spot how the question was regarded by 
medical men and by the public of the United 
States, and particularly by those who had given 
it special attention. 

I took with me, as I generally do in travelling, 
a considerable number of publications relating to 
vaccination. Some of these I left on the tables 
in the saloon and ladies* drawing-room on board 
the good steamer, the City of Berlin, 1 had 
talked with my fellow-passengers on a variety of 
subjects, but no mention had been made of 
vaccination. The sea-air, quiet, change of 
scene, and agreeable company had produced a 
favourable alteration in my health. I had been 
on board five or six days when a quaker lady 
from Pennsylvania, but residing in New York, 
accosted me with the question, *'Are you the 
gentleman who is opposed to vaccination ?" I 
Kaid, '* I am," and then she replied, ** Then I 
wish to shake hands with you," and proceeded 
to relate the terrible results following the vac- 
cination of her own children. Her eldest 
daughter, a well bom child without spot or 
blemish, had been so fearfully poisoned by vac- 
cination that the flesh dropped from her arm 
within a short time of the operation. She is 
now a woman, and through life has been afflicted 
with humours requiring surgical treatment, and 
her existence had been rendered miserable. Her 
second child broke out in suppurating sores 
after vaooination, when she remonstrated v^ith 
the doctor, accusing him of using bad matter ; 



adding, with tears in her eyes as she revived her 
painful experience, *' I did not know then, as I 
know now, that all such matter is bad alike.** 
Another child, one of twins, had been killed out- 
right by vaccination. I said, ** Madaxn, how is 
it that after your first child had been so seriously 
injured, that you allowed the others to be Tae- 
cinated ?" She replied, *' Because I was com- 
pelled to do so according to the laws of the 
State of Pennsylvania." A medical Mend of 
hers, an enthusiastic vaccinator, inoculated one 
of his children with measles, believing it would 
have that disease in a milder form, but the ex- 
periment cost him his child^s life. 

Shortly alter my arrival in New York City, I 
had the pleasure of meeting Professor Bobert A. 
Gunn, of the United States Medical College, who 
informed me, that in 1872 he was requested to 
prepare a paper on Small- Pox and Vaccination 
for the Medical Convention, which had led him 
to a thorough investigation of the question. The 
results of his inquiry he has published in a 
pamphlet entiUed Vaccination: it9 FaUaciea 
and Evils. He told me that he had had the 
misfortune in his practice to communicate 
syphilis by vaccmation, and that he had come to 
the conclusion that whilst vaccination is a fre- 
quent cause of exciting serious and fatal diseases, 
no one is protected thereby from small-pox. He 
had endeavoured to obtain statistics relating to 
vaccination from the Board of Health, but the 
medical officers, for reasons known to themselves, 
persistently refused to famish them. The 
majority of medical men throughout America 
accept vaccination without inquiry, and when 
pressed for facts, invariably cite English author- 
ities. Many of the more enlightened physicians, 
however, according to Dr. Gunn, are opposed to 
vaccination, and if they practice it, do so reluc- 
tantiy, and on the responsibility of those who 
require it. 

Boards of Health make whatever regulations 
they think fit, and send round vaccination 
officers from house to house, and, with rare ex- 
ceptions, old and young submit themselves to 
their lancets as to an ordinance of necessity. 
The New York Board receives, by way of re- 
muneration, $1 from the City for each person 
vaccinated, of which the vaccinator receives one- 
half, or 28. per head. Dr. Winterbum informed 
me that a smart pubUc vaccinator in a densely 
populated quarter of New York would sometinDies 
earn $25 a day, or £B0 a week I In distriotB 
where a small-pox panic has been created, the 
vaccination officers fr^quentiy receive fises in 
addition to their official allowances. A hi^* 
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class medical practitioner is paid from $2 to $5 
for each yacciaation, and in times of epidemics 
large incomes are realised. There are in the 
United States 40,000 registered doctors, or twice 
as many as in Great Britam and Ireland, a 
large nomber of whom are half-educated and 
incapable of securing support and earning a 
Hvelihood. They are nevertheless not without 
friends, and manage by hook or crook to get 
billeted on the pubUc purse as officers of Boards 
of Health and public vaccinators. Recently the 
EngUsh fiiror for sanitation has crossed the 
Atlantic, and these perfunctory officials have not 
been slow to take advantage of the wind and to 
poison the pubHc blood with renewed energy in 
the name of the pubUc health. 

The superintendents of the public schools are 
compelled to exclude all unvaccinated children ; 
and if conscientious parents who object are too 
poor to provide their children with private 
tuition, this regulation consigns them to per- 
petual ignorance. This is a form of tyranny 
more mischievous than the English Vaccination 
Acts. 

Orthodox medical practitioners have informed 
me that they believe that if City Boards of 
Health, particularly in New York, kept records 
of the results of vaccination, they would show 
A stajrtling amount of disease and death as the 
direct consequences of the practice. I have 
conversed with doctors of all tlie schools, and 
'^hile the majority declare their faith in vacci- 
Jiation as a prophylactic against small-pox, they 
a^ee unanimously that diseases other than 
Cow-pox ore induced by the rite. Dr. Lewis 
de Wilder, a homeopathic physician of New 
York, whom I met at Saratoga, told me that 
vaccination was accepted by both homeopathic 
and allopathic schools without question or in- 
qniry. He knew Dr. Garth Wilkinson of Lon- 
don, as an accomplished physiologist and man 
of letters ; also Dr. Constantino Hering of 
Philadelphia, who holds one of the first positions 
in the world as a homeopathic physician ; but he 
did not know that both were utterly opposed to 
vaccination. I gave him statistics from the 
Begistrar-General's Returns as to the results of 
compulsory vaccination in England, and referred 
him especially to the Parliamentary Return, No. 
483, 1877, entitled Vaccination Mortality, over 
which such an ominous silence is maintained by 
English vaccinators. He said that he had no 
sort of doubt as to the dangers of vaccination. 
Some time ago he vaccinated a healthy little 
boy who died of convulsions a few days after- 
wards, and, he believed, in consequence of the 



operation. Nevertheless, he said, there was a 
general recognition of the value of vaccination 
among parents, and when a physician attended 
a mother during her confinement, he was ex- 
pected to vaccinate the infant without extra 
charge. I expressed a hope that as he knew 
the high reputation of Dr. Garth Wilkinson and 
Dr. C. Hering he would look into the matter 
and see whether he could not occupy the same 
ground. 

I had the pleasure of meeting the eminent 
and venerable Dr. Constantino Hering, a 
physician of fifty years standing, during my 
brief visit to Philadelphia. He kindly invited 
me to call on the following evening when he 
would furnish me with all the information in 
his power as to vaccination in Pliiladeli^hia, but 
unfortunately I had to leave in the morning for 
New York City. Dr. Hering is a pronounced 
anti-vaccinator, and regards compulsory vacci- 
nation as intolerable tyranny. 



VACCINATION FALLACIES. 

The history of vaccination discloses a succession 
of fallacies. Dr. Jenner began experimenting 
with "horse grease,'* which he declared was 
the only true source of his "benign" matter. 
That idea is now imiversally designated a 
* * fallacy. ' * Jenner afterwards used impure matter 
from cows, and sometimes from pigs. He 
inoculated his eldest son with swine-pock, and 
it hastened his death from consumption. Phipps, 
the first person Jenner vaccinated, is believed to 
have died from its effects. 

Jenner asserted positively that a person once 
vaccinated, was "for ever after protected from 
the infection of small-pox." This is also gener- 
ally admitted to be a fallacy, seeing that above 
80 per cent, of the patients at the small-pox 
hospitals have been vaccinated. 

When it was evident that vaccination did not 
perfectly "protect" from small-pox, the next 
fallacy propounded was that the sufferers had 
the disease in a "milder" or "modified" form; 
therefore, when it even proved fatal, there was 
the satisfaction that the vaccinated patients died 
of smaU-pox in a modified form. 

In Jenner^s time the fallacy was believed 
that an attack of small-pox never occurred more 
than once in a person's life. Experience has 
disproved this. Individuals having corrupt 
constitutions have had to undergo this purifying 
process — ^for small-pox is not a " disease" — two 
or three times. As the majority of persons are 
not liable to small-pox, it is a fallacy to vaccinate 
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all alike. Medical men most be very ignorant 
of physiology if they cannot estimate a person's 
susceptibility to a blood eruption. When there 
is small-pox matter in the system, it is a danger- 
ous fallacy to prevent its exit. 

Another vaccination fallacy is, that its supposed 
"protection" is in proportion to the number of 
"marks." Who counts the marks on the 
patients? Interested persons; and consequently 
when the marks are obhterated by the disease, 
the partisans of the poisoning theory give their 
fallacy the benefit of the doubt, and generally 
register the patients as " unvaccinated." 

The failure of vaccination as a protection, led 
to the newer fallacy of " re-vaccination." The 
" protection for Ufe" theory having worn out, 
the process of vaccination must be renewed 
every few years, the oftener the better — for the 
doctor^s pocket. It was confidently asserted 
for some time that no re- vaccinated person ever 
had small-pox. This fedlacy has been disproved 
with fatal frequency. 

It is a gross fallacy to base arguments upon 
figures compiled without regard to age, health, 
and other conditions. The law exempts sickly 
children from the operation. When these sickly 
ones succimib, they are said to die because they 
are not vaccinated. Can anything be more 
illogical and unfair? 

Whether vaccination be good or evil, Dr. 
Jenner was not the first to practise it. Jenner 
made his first experiment on the 14th May, 
1796. Twenty-two years before that date, 
vaccination from the cow was practised by a 
man named Benjamin Jesty, as is proved by 
the following inscription upon his tombstone in 
the churchyard, at Worth, in Dorsetshire : — 

"Sacred to the memory of Benjamin Jesty, 
aged 79 years. He was an upright, honest man, 
particularly noted for having been the first 
person known that introduced cow-pox by inocu- 
lation, and who, from his great strength of 
mind, made the experiment from the cow upon 
his wife and two sons in the year 1774." 

The record is silent as to whether Jesty's wife 
and two sons were better or worse for their 
vaccination. When Jenner petitioned Parliament 
for a national reward, Jesty's claim was men- 
tioned ; but he lacked friends at court. 

The College of Physicians opposed vaccination 
on its introduction, and called Jenner a "quack"; 
but the endowment of the fallacy by the State 
made it fashionable, and the compulsory law has 
given the doctors a vested interest in the propaga- 
tion of disease. We cannot therefore expect the 
doctors to take a leading part in exposing the 



vaccination fallacy, as is being done by medical 
men in the United States, where there is no 
compulsory law. Let the people of England 
agitate for the repeal of the Vaccination Acts, 
and then the fall of this monstrous fallacy will 
be speedy and complete. 

Henbt Pitman. 



MR. JOSEPH COWEN, M.P. 

At the conclusion of an address to his con- 
stituents at Newcastle-on-Tyne on 8th November, 
Mr. Cowen spoke as follows — 

" My friend Mr. Procter has forwarded me a 
question, and anything Mr. Procter asks is 
entitled to respectful consideration. A more 
upright Liberal politician I do not know, and I 
am willing to give his question the ftillest 
consideration. It is — 'Considering the admis- 
sions of very eminent advocates of vaccination 
that horrible diseases are transmitted by it, and 
knowing that thousands of vaccinated cases of 
small-pox have been treated in the small-pox 
hospitals in the last ten years, and that no 
improvement in the death-rate can be traced to 
vaccination, will you do everything in reason to 
prevent the further expenditure of public money 
upon vaccination, and support every bill which 
aims at the mitigation or repeal of the com- 
pulsory laws ? ' — A man cannot have a definite 
opinion on all subjects, and my opinion about 
vaccination is in a state of solution. I have 
not gone into it with any detail. It is a question 
for experts and for medical men. My views on 
it are of no value. I only say, so far as I know — 
I am not so well versed as Mr. Procter — ^my 
beUef is that vaccination has, in its operation, 
tended to mitigate the severity and prevent the 
spread of small-pox. I may be wrong. But as 
to whether vaccination should be compulsory or 
not, I am not quite clear. I can quite realise 
the feeUng with which the subject is discussed 
by some people. They have had healthy children 
seriously injured by it. Some, I know, trace 
the death of their children to it. And it is but 
natural that a man who thinks this has been 
the case should fight strongly against the 
practice. I confess I regard compulsion under 
such circumstances as a very harsh if not un- 
justifiable proceeding. I am entirely opposed 
to the system of cumulative penalties. . We 
know men who have been called upon not only 
to pay one fine, but to pay a dozen fines. I 
have alwa^'s supported Mr. Peter Taylor, Mr. 
Hopwood, and others in Parliament when they 
attempted to mitigate the severity of the opem- 
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tionti of this compulsory law. I do not want, 
indeed I cannot conscientiously pledge myself to 
any course of action with the knowledge I am 
at present possessed of, but I realise the hard- 
ship and injustice that may be done in a family to 
compel them to be vaccinated, when some of the 
members have suffered severely in the operation." 
In these times we have to be thankful for 
small mercies, and therefore are we pleased that 
Mr. Cowen should go so £&t ; but, as we said last 
month in reference to Mr. B. Samuelson, it 
would be satisfactory to have the reasons for 
the faith that is in him — ^the evidence for his 
belief that vaccination has mitigated and arrested 
small-pox. As for Mr. Cowen's assertion that 
vaccination is a question for experts and medical 
men, it is advanced thoughtlessly, and would 
not, we think, be repeated after reflection. 
When Napoleon objected to women talking 
pontics, Madame de Stael replied that if women 
could be sent to prison and have their heads 
taken off, they could not help asking the reason 
why. And so with vaccination. Where every 
citizen is compelled to submit his children to a 
dirty and dangerous rite, or be fined or go to 
prison, he must perforce ask the reason why. 
Any plain man may have an opinion upon 
vaccination. It is said to prevent small-pox. 
Whether it does so is a question of matter-of-fact 
and statistics to which the humblest elector is 
equal. Expei^s and medical men are ready 
enough to claim vaccination as wholly within 
their domain, and if Mr. Cowen were to direct 
his sagacious intelligence to the question, he 
would not be slow to discover how grossly, not 
to say impudently, they impose on the public 
credulity. Take for instance the recent mani- 
festo of the experts of the Metroplitan Asylums 
Board. They actually inform the public that of 
8,759 unvaccinated patients treated in their 
hospitals during 1877-79 — ^there died 1,669, or at 
the rate of 44 per cent ! Now nothing is better 
known than that before vaccination was heard 
of, the mortality from small-pox ranged from 16 
to 18 per cent. Therefore these experts invite 
the ignorant public to believe, that with all the 
nurses and apphances of the modem hospital, 
small-pox slaughter is more than double, or 
nearly thrice tliat of the 18th century, which 
outrageous fable is propagated for the greater 
glory of vaccination I It has been said that 
fools are the cause of knaves ; and certainly 
it is only because so many think that vaccination 
is a question for experts and medical men, that 
Buoh trash can be put into circulation and re- 
ceived as veracious. 



PROFESSOR CORFIELD 
AND MR. WHEELER. 

The following letters have been addressed to 
Professor Corfield, and no reader will be sur- 
prised at his silence. It is the way with these 
rabid vaccinators. Their words are fiill of 
defiance and insolence, but never one of them 
will face in fair fight a well-informed anti- 
vaccinator. Time will come when this attitude 
will have to be abandoned ; meanwhile, secure 
in popular ignorance, it is easy to win some 
cheap applause by the delivery of great swelling 
words of vanity in glorification of Jenner. 
" Waving the flag " is a dodge as well under- 
stood on the scientific as on the poHtical plat- 
form. 

Darlington, 8th November, 1879. 

To Dr. W. H. Corfield. 

Sir, — On page 15 of your paper, entitled 
8anita/ry Fallacieay which was read before 
the Croydon Congress, you ** refer to the 
fallacies abroad in connection with small- 
pox and vaccination, and take special notice 
of the style of fallacious argument employed by 
those who try to persuade the people that vacci- 
nation is not a preventive of small-pom^ Tou 
go on to say, ** It is a style of argument well- 
known of old, and very powerful for mischief. 
Take the following for example — * The decrease 
in the mortality from smaU-pox in the latter 
part of the last century would have continued 
if vaccination had not been introduced, and 
would have been more marked than it has 
been.' " 

The words you use in respect of this statement 
are — '* The statement asswned to be true is the 
falsest of falsehoods " 

As to the writer or speaker who used these 
words or where they are quoted from you do not 
say. Perhaps they are not mine, but I have 
often written something like them, and therefore 
I beg leave to demand of you that justification, 
wliich in the interest of truth, you will no doubt 
be as ready to give as I am to ask it. 

Your address was delivered 28rd of October : 
in the London Chronicle of the 14th of the 
same month, in a letter of mine appeared these 
words — 

**Dr. Farr is surely the best authority a pro- 
vaccinator need require, and in M'Culloch*8 
Statistical Account of the British Empire, is 
an account given by him of small-pox in the 
article, ^ Vital Statistics, Epidemics.* But for 
inoculation no marked continuance of small- 
pox would have ooouxred, and even that agency 
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was on the decline when Jenner appeared with 
his 'discovery.' Dr Farr*s words are, * Small- 
pox attained its maximum mortality after inocula- 
tion was introduced. The annual deaths from 
small-pox were 2,323, 1760-79; in the next 
20 years they declined to 1,740; this disease 
therefore, began to grow less fatal before vac- 
cination was discovered; indicating together 
with the diminution of fever, the general im- 
provement in health then taking place.'" 

Before me lies M'Culloch, and in his pages is 
fall statistical justification for these words of 
our greatest authority on Vital Statistics. These 
words I understand you to denounce. Tour 
words were used where soberness and care 
are taken for granted; yet you declare that 
the words, " the decrease in the mortaUty from 
small-pox towards the latter end of the last 
century" is 

** The falsest of falsehoods." 

No one can correct an impression before the 
people originally spoken to, so as to leave their 
minds unbiassed, but if possible some amends 
should be made. 

As to the special year you name, 1796, you 
must be aware that inoculation had much to 
answer for in its case, and that of others near it. 
This Dr. Jenner, Dr. Moore, Dr. Lettsom, and 
others of Jenner's supporters well knew and 
acknowledged. But the years noted were all 
known to Dr. Farr when he penned the words 
I have quoted. You are therefore clearly in 
error if , as I assume, he is correct. 

Alexandeb Wheeleb. 



Darlington, 16th November, 1879. 
To Dr. W. H. Corfield. 

Sir, — I conclude, though you have not replied 
to mine of the 8th, it lias been received by you ; 
and that you prefer to treat it silently. 

I regret this not for the sake of myself, but 
because science must seriously suffer by the 
unscientific and uncandid action you have ex- 
hibited in the matter whereof I wrote. 

I now proceed to remark upon another state- 
ment made by you at Croydon. You say — 

»*We are told that, in spite of sanitary 
improvements, the death-rate remains the 
same, without considering that the mortaUty 
of the City of London was at the rate of 80 per 
1000 in the latter half of the 17th century, and 60 
in the 18th against 24 in the present day."— Farr 
(8anita/ry FalUuiies, p. 17.) 

Now, although this is not strictly connected 
with vacoination on page 17 of your tract, yet it 
immedifttely follows it, and it is an azgament I 



have often used myself in combating vacdnatioiu 
You are perfectly aware, of course, that aa 
regards the periods quoted by you, Dr Fair 
prefaces his statements with a qualificatioii. 
This qualification you entirely ignore ; yet yonr 
hearers would need reminding of it. Without 
this qualification, no scientific man should use 
the words you use, for they are most misleading. 
Dr. Farr says of the tables quoted by you — " The 
first and moat difficult step here, was to debet' 
mine the absolute rate of mortality in the fta? 
periods.^' This the *' most difficult" step, is in 
the tract ignored ; it is positively declared that 
the mortality wa^ so; while no one can 
positively state what it was; and we can 
only guess it. The estimate of Dr. Farr 
is only an estimate. Dr. Greenhow's are esti- 
mates, in which the data for the calculation 
are most difficult to ascertain. Christenings 
and burials cannot give correct data for birth 
and death-rates, nor for population. Chreat 
numbers of births were not included in the 
christenings ; many and many more would be 
missed in the christenings than the burialfl. 
This would give a declining population on paper ^ 
when in reaUty the population might be growing. 
Again, we know something of the fearful state of 
London in those days — a condition which intro- 
duced the plague. Yet not a word of this trans- 
pires; nor is it pointed out that the heavy 
mortaUties you quote are made, 'by using Lon- 
don for the plague periods*, and ignoring the 
condition of the coimtry generally. 

If vaccination has been of any use in reducing 
the death-rate, it must have reduced it since 1888. 
For in 1888 no compulsion had been enacted ; 
and no one can say that many were vaccinated ; 
and yet, by our Begistrar-General*B Betums, 
you cannot show any improvement as resulting 
from vaccination. The death-rate is practically 
the same since that date. Nor do you show, as 
you should do, that Dr. Farr's table, whioh 
gives 50 and 80 per 1000 for 17th century, gives 
" 29-20 for 1801-10" and " 82-00 for 1881-85/* 
showing an increase in the latter years. 

Science wiU advance in spite of professors. 
But its advocates prevent its acceptance and 
triumph, when, instead of unprejudiced fjAots, 
they give versions of them to suit the dominant 
and often false theories of their day. 

Alexandeb Wheelbb. 



To the Eleotobs of Malton. — ^Bemember 
that an M.P. who cannot discriminate between 
law and a travestie of law is a public danger as 
great as a pestilence. — W. Gibson Wabd. 
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THE AMERICAN PRESS. 

Amsbioan editors are either much less oarefal 
than English of the morals of their readers, or 
have more confidence in their ability to take care 
of themselyes. An English editor is osually so 
jealous for the reputation of vaccination that he 
will not suffer anything to be said against it, 
whilst statements in its fsbvour, however absurd, 
are published and commended to the attention 
of anti-vaccinating fools and fanatics. As an 
instance of the greater liberality of the American 
press, we may mention that the report of the 
anti-vaccination meeting held in New York, at 
which Mr. Tebb was present, has been repro- 
duced at length by many newspapers, north and 
south, and with editorial comments of the most 
impartial character. 



nents of the present law. But the danger really 
Hes not in the fiebnatioal opponents, but in those 
who get a firm hold of the o»e rational element 
in the resistance, and who until that is disposed 
of refuse to listen to any farther argument." 

The fanatical opponents of vaccination are 
well able to take care of themselves. Mean- 
while the Calf-Lymphers and their Mends are 
reckoning without their host. At present they 
appear to be having their own way in the news- 
papers, but the existing interests in vaccination, 
whenever seriously threatened, will show fight, 
and the Calf-Lymphers will find the contest far 
from a light one with victory at its close. Any- 
how, so that the discussion of vaccination is 
raised, we are content; for if once effectually 
raised, the issue is certain. 



THE CALF-LYMPHERS. 

Thb Calf-Lymphers are intent on business. 
Dr. Warlomont, Dr. Janssens, the Chief of the 
Bureau Hygi^nique of the city of Brussels, and 
Dr. Pietra Santa, of Paris, are coming over to 
explain to a committee of the British Medical 
Association the working of the bureaux of 
animal vaccination in Belgium, Holland, 
France, and Italy ; and Dr. Cameron, M.P. for 
Glasgow, will, at the same time, submit to the 
meeting the biU which was so dexterously edged 
out of Parliament last session. 

Commenting on this news the Pall Mall 
Gazette observes — 

*' It is satisfEkctory to learn that a further effort 
is to be made to put vaccination from the calf, 
and not from human beings, at the disposal of 
all who prefer to go to the fountain-head. We 
pointed out when Sir Thomas Watson's article 
on the subject appeared that such an option is 
indispensable to the permanent retention of 
compulsory vaccination. When a physician of 
such authority says that, though he is an ardent 
advocate of compulsory vaccination, he cannot 
deny that the worst of infections may be im- 
parted by lymph taken from human subjects, 
the question is decided. You may compel a 
parent to protect his child against small-pox for 
the sake of the community, but you cannot in 
the long run compel a parent to expose his child 
to the risk of worse disease for the sake of the 
community. Vaccination direct from the calf 
puts an end to aU danger upon this head, and 
thus does away with the one ground on which it 
is possible to found a reasonable opposition to 
the Vaccination Acts. Of course this change 
would have no influence on the fanatical oppo- 



HOW SMALL-POX WAS TREATED. 

In 1640 the hot or sweating system of treating 
fevers had attained its acme. We have a splen- 
did picture of this practice in the writings of 
Diemerbroeck, a Dutch physician and professor. 
^' Keep the patient," says he, " in a chamber 
dose shut. If it be winter, let the air be cor- . 
rected by large fires. Take care that no cold 
gets to the patient^s bed. Cover him over with 
blankets. Red blankets have always been 
preferred, not that the colour is material, but 
because, in the time of our ancestors, all the 
best, thickest, and warmest blankets, were dyed 
red. Never shift the patient's linen till after 
the fourteenth day, for fear of striking in the 
pock, to the irrecoverable ruin of the patient. 
Far better is it to let the patient bear with the 
stench, than to let him change his linen, and 
thus be the cause of his own death. Neverthe- 
less, if a change be absolutely necessary, be sure 
that he puts on the foul linen that he put off 
before he fell sick, and, above all things, take 
care that this supply of semi-clean linen be well 
warmed. Sudorific expulsives are, in the mean- 
time, to be given plentifully, such as treacle, 
pearls, and saffron." 

Vaccination Fees in Ibbland. — The Act of 
Parliament, by which the fee for a successful 
vaccination has been increased from one shil- 
ling to double that amount, has, as was expected, 
created considerable dissatisfaction among num- 
erous Boards of Guardians in Ireland. Recently 
at Sligo, Galway, and Waterford, the Ghmrdians 
have shown their dislike of the increased fee, 
and have proposed to reduce the salaries of their 
dispensary medical of&cers in proportion.— 
BrUUh Medical Jowmalt 20th September, 
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AN ANSWER REQUIRED. 
In the City Preu W. T. writes— 

" Tour correBpondenl, Mr. W. P. Jebb, 
Clerk to the Metropolitan Aajltun Board, 
fonuBbeB some atartling statietics, wLicL can- 
not fail to arrest tbe attention of those 
who WB interested in the well-being of bo- 
oietjr. He states the naortality of nnvaccinated 
patients at the various Metropolitan Hoepitals 
in tbe last small-poK epidemic to be 44'4 per 
cent I Now, setting the vexed question of vac- 
cination aside, I find that Bee$' Cyclopcedia, 
quotes the mortality of hoBpital small-pox cases 
in 1779, at 18'0 per cent.; and Jurin, a recog- 
nised authority, gives his per centage in 1728 at 
IS'6. Both these records were prior to Janner's 
discovery, when all were alilie unvaccinated ; 
and the &ct that tbe small-poi mortahty is now, 
according to this latest return, with all the ad- 
vantages of improved sanitary appliances, with 
better drainage and ventilation, nearly three 
times as great as it was a century ago is no less 
than astounding, and calls for searching inquiry. 
Has the medical treatment of small-poi retro- 
graded, or has Mr. Jebb, in order to uphold a 
popular medical theory, overstated his case?" 

SIR THOMAS WATSON. 
In the Pail Mall Oaxelle of 6th November ap- 
peared the following communication — 

" Several letters have lately appeared in the 
Timet newspaper respecting what is called 
animal vaccination. In one of the numbers of 
the Nintteeitlh Century vaccination on and 
&om the calf was earnestly advocated by me as 
carrying with it the potential extinction of the 
only valid objection that can be alleged against 
vaccination in general, and justifying, therefore, 
the needful compulsion of vaccination by force 
of law. The anti-vaocination party have at- 
tempted to enrol me among the writers who 
have adopted their views. I ask leave, there- 
fore, to inform you and your readers that my 
Bole object has been, and is, to prove that by 
vaccination, properly and universally effected, 
the hideoos, disfigoring, dangerous, and, in a 
great majority of cases, fatal distemper small- 
pox may with certainty be extirpated from thii 
country ; I might say from this world. 

" Thomas Watson, M.D. 
'■ IS Henrietta Street, W., Nov. 4." 
Sir Thomas is misinformed. Anti-vacoinaton 
•Tetywhere know him for a zealous calf-lympber, 
KO.A nowhan gave him oredit for graatar good 



lense. In asserting the safety of calf-lymph, 
tnd the danger of syphilis lurking in the mis- 
;eUaneons stuffs now usedfor public vaccination. 
Sir Thomas thus expressed himself in th« 
Nineteenth Century^ 

" I can readily tympathite uiith, atmI eveti 
applaud, a father who, with tht preittmed 
dread and tniigiving in hit mind, it wiiling to 
tubmit to multiplied judicial pentUtitt rather 
than expnsc hit child to the rUi of an tn/tfcfto* 
to ghaatly." 

This passage has been used over and over 
again fur their justification by persecuted anti- 
vaccinators, and they will continue to iu« it 
until calf-lymph has prevailed over other foroiB 
of pollution. 

As for Sir Thomas's prophecy, we ihaU meroi- 
fuUj overlook it. It is a mere repetition of 
Jenner's soothsaying, which has been disprovsd 
BO widely and bo thoroughly, that were Six 
Thomas a younger man, we might employ ftn 
emphatic phrase to characterise it. 



An Ieish Ahti-Vaccinatoe. — At the I 
Petty Sessions on IGth November, Mr. John 
Savage, BherifTa officer, and the hero of sixteeD 
vaccination prosecutions, was summoned again 
on account of his daughter, Helena. He pro- 
duced a certificate from Dr. Vickery that Bhe 
was unfit for vaccination, over which the Beoeb 
was dubious, but made an order for vaccination 
within nine weeks, contingent on the production 
of another certificate that she was still unfit. 
Dr. Dorman, the vaccination officer, has been 
paid £6 on account of tbe Savage proBeontiona 
out of the poor-rate. 

Stereotyped Fables. — The managers of Uia 
Metropolitan Asylum District have iggaed k 
statement for the renewed confusion of anti- 
vaccinators. It seems that since the antomn of 
1876 there have been 15,171 small-pox patients 
received into the Hospitals of the Board, of 
whom 11,412 were vaccinated and 8,759 nnvac- 
cinated. 2,677 died, of whom 1008 were vac- 
cinated and 1669 nnvaccinated. It is needless 
to say that no one entered the Hospitals who 
bad been " efficiently vaccinated and suecessfnily 
re -vaccinated" : if any one bad, why then he 
ooold not have been efficiently vaccinated uid 
Huccessfully re- vaccinated. Again, the nnraes and 
servants connected with the Hospitals enjoyed 
complete immunity ironi infection ; a few did 
not, but by some means or other they h*d 
escaped re-vaooination. The fables are artlau 
bat Euffioient for a oredatooB pnblio. 
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PROFESSOR NEWMAN 
• ON BINGLEY JUSTICE. 

Mr. W. Ferrand appears to be a magistrate of 

most arbitrary temper. Sitting on the Bingley 

bench on 29th October, he sentenced Levi 

Phillips, Jonathan Wood, Edward Johnson, 

Brown Lee, and Benjamin Johnson to fines of 

2O3. and costs, or fourteen days imprisonment, 

and wonld hear not a word in their defence. In 

one case he added " with hard labour," but the 

clerk pointed out that such extra mahce was 

beyond his discretion. Edward and Benjamin 

Johnson and Brown Lee elected to go to prison 

rather than pay their fines ; and on Brown Lee's 

release on 11th Nov. he was met at Bingley 

station by a torchlight procession, and conducted 

in trimnph in a carriage to the Oddfellows' Hall 

^here an enthusiastic anti-vaccination meeting 

^asheld. The following letter from Professor 

Newman was read — 

" Weston-super-Mare, 

" November 7, 1879. 

'* To Mr George Kidson. — Sir, — You send me 

Booj^y of the Keighley Herald of October 31, 

^ST^t with a column marked, and you desire from 

^e jsome comments on the conduct of the magis- 

Q*a.^^ towards persons who refuse to allow their 

^'^fi^i^ts to be vaccinated! Of course I am forced 

fe ^bssiime the newspaper report to be correct, 

y^^y remarks of mine may be superfluous or 

iiy^ajrioTis if I proceed on an erroneous repre- 

^^^^•tion of the magistrates' conduct. But if 

*"® ^*'^^X>re8entations are correct as matter of fact, 

} "^*^ up my voice as an Englishman in vehement 

mdx^Xiation. Not in surprise, for other magis- 

•'^^^s elsewhere, alas I are equally unjust, equally 

^^^•i » equally bent on holding up the Bench to 

'®P^^^^ation and contempt. One clause of the 

Act; 

^^'^ xi:2.ost distinctly gives to the magistrates 

^^^^^^^tzionary power threefold. The magistrates 

what they ma/y do, and what they must 

Tjiey are allowed, even after they have 

^^^^^^^^^oned a father and he has appeared before 

^^^« to dismiss the case if there be reasonable 

'^^'ise. It is for them to judge what is reason- 

^» ctnd they cannot do so without having the 

^^^^t*s reasons. The chairman at the Bingley 

?^ y sessions hectors against and browbeats 

, ^^st men, and says he sits only to enforce the 

, » "^hen he is in fact refusing to do what the 

^ixiplies, viz., to hear the men whom he has 

-^ntly made up his mind to punish. He 

threatens hard labour, and has to be 

|V|^^ded by the derk that he is uttering an 

^id threat. Men in a little brief power are 



are 
do. 



free to scold and threaten; and we of the 
commonalty must be silent in court. But we 
will not be silent out of court. Lord Clarendon, 
in his history of the uprising of the nation against 
Charles I. (which cost that king his head), lays 
stress on the groat mischief done by the judges 
declaring in the matter of ship money that to be 
lawful which all men of common sense knew to 
be unlawful. I and you can understand a para- 
graph of an Act of Parliament (when it happens 
to be good Eughsh) as well as a magistrate or 
his clerk ; and we know that the Act does not 
compel a magistrate to be haughty, overbearing, 
unreasonable, unrighteous, and tyrannical, as 
the report of the Keighley Herald represents 
Mr. W. Ferrand to be, but only permits him to 
act, and approves of his listening to reason. The 
magistrates, by their violent and fanatical use of 
power, will damage their whole class irretrievably. 
I account it execrable tyranny if a magistrate 
do not regard it as a reasonable excuse to give 
(against the filthy practice falsely called vaccina- 
tion) that the parent has already had one child 
killed by, or made permanently ill by it, or has 
soon other children so damaged, ruined, or killed. 
The doctors infamously, for some twenty years, 
denied what they now confess, that their vile 
process of arm-to-arm mixing of blood may and 
does communicate disease. Theii* error and false 
confidence misled Parliament. The magistrates 
are bound to know this, and in all common sense 
and humanity (if they have any spark of either) 
ought to sympathise with parents who are bound 
before God in the court of conscience to shield 
their infants, and they ought rather to resign 
their office as magistrates if cruelty and injustice 
were commanded. The least we can demand 
of them is to use to the utmost their legal power 
of leaving faithful parents unmolested. I beg 
to congratulate the faithful parents on their 
sturdy refusal to damage their children's health 
in deference to a stupid and usurping law. 

"F.W.Newman." 



" I SHOULD certainly vote for the repeal of the 
Compulsory Vaccination Laws." — Thomas Bubt, 
M.P. 

Miss Chandos Leigh Hunt gave a lecture on 
Vaccination at Walworth on 18th November, 
and dwelt strongly on the physiological ignorance 
of the young medical men who acted as public 
vaccinators. The Bev. H. Pickering, who 
occupied the chair, condenmed compulsory vao. 
cination as an unwarrantable interference be- 
tween parents and children. 
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CALF LYMPHING IN AMSTERDAM. 

Db. Chablxs B. Dbtsdale in the Times of 28rd 
October wrote — 

"When in Amsterdam in September I had 
the advantage of visiting the general hospital at 
the hoar when vaooination from the oalf was 
going on. The room was fall of mothers, with 
their infants ready to be vaccinated direct from 
the calf, which reclined comfortably on a table, 
while the physician performed the little operation 
of transferring lymph from the animal direct 
to the arm of the infant. I was informed 
[ontroly, we believe] that three-fonrths of all 
the vaccinations in Amsterdam are now per- 
formed direct from the calf in this way. 

*'Dr. Warlomont of Brossels informed me 
that he intends coming to London this winter 
to endeavour to make onr pnbHc authorities take 
up animal vaccination ; and I submit that they 
ought to do so — 

*'l. — Because in times when small-pox is 
epidemic, a quite unlimited supply of calf lymph 
can be obtained in about five days, while human 
lymph at such times is often quite insufficient." 

Dr. Warlomont has a different story to tell as 
to the ease with which a supply of calf lymph 
can be procured ; and Dr. Wyld and Dr. Wilson 
likewise. 

" 2. — ^Because when we (as I believe we have 
a right to do) force parents to vaccinate their 
children, we ought to give them the choice 
between human and animal vaccine. Vac- 
cination being the greatest triumph of hygienic 
science, should be made as popular as possible." 

Vaccination the greatest triumph of hygienic 
science I Such extravagance leads one to sup- 
pose that Dr. Drysdale writes in the spirit of 
Jonathan Wild*s advice, "When you're at it, 
go it." 



MB. MANSFIELD 
AND THE ST. PANCBAS GUABDIANS. 

Mb. Mansfield, being anxious to ascertain the 
reason which determined the St. Fancras Guar- 
dians to desist from his prosecution, applied to 
the Local Government Board for copies of the 
letters addressed to the Guardians. The letters 
contain nothing new, are warily written, and 
merely re-affirm the policy set forth in the 
well-known instructions to the Evesham Guar- 
dians on 17th September, 1876 — 

*( The Board are prepared to admit that, when 
in a particular case repeated prosecutions have 
failed in their object, it becomes necessary to 
carefully consider the question whether the 



continuance of a fruitless contest with the parent 
may not have a tendency to prodtice mis- 
chievous results, by exciting sympathy with the 
person prosecuted, and thus creating a more 
extended opposition to the law." 

There was no doubt that Mr. Mansfield's case 
was covered by this instruction, and the Guar- 
dians had the good sense to accept the advice. 



HATBED OF THE LIGHT. 

Army Medical Department Library, 
Boyal Victoria Hospital, Netley, 
Southampton, 24th November, 1879. 

Sib, — ^A work entitled VcuicinOition Tracts has 
been received from you. I am desired by the 
Library Committee to return it. — ^Tours truly, 

W. J. Martin, Secretary, 
To Mr. Wm. Young, 

8 Neeld Terrace, Harrow Boad, W. 



An Instructive Admission. — In the circular 
of the Association for the Supply of Pure 
Vaccine Lymph, established at 8 Hemmings 
Bow, Charing Cross, we read— "When our 
office was opened in 1877, duly qualified medical 
gentlemen of the greatest experience and stand- 
ing as public vaccinators were alone invited to 
supply the Association with the very best Vac- 
cine-Lymph they could possibly procure. A 
microscopical examination of the samples sent in 
reply showed that no less than 88^ per cent, of 
the whole was unfit for use. This must prove 
beyond a doubt that the use of a large per- 
centage of the Vaccine-Ljntnph, which under 
ordinary circumstances is supplied to the medical 
profession, may be attended by vezy grave con- 
sequences." 

A Lover of Fees. — In the Lancet of 22nd 
November, appears this note — "Allow me to 
suggest the formation of a Public Vaccinators* 
Association for the purpose of the issue of 
circulars to counteract the Poison so actively 
disseminated by the Anti- Vaccinators ; the 
obtaining of the Government award for aU cases 
of primary vaccination instead of those only 
under six months of age, the compulsion of fv- 
vaccination, etc. — ^William Woodward, M.D, 
Public Vaccinator to the Worcester Union." 

In the Lancet of October 24th An English 
Surgeon wishes to know "if vaccination has ever 
been perfoimed by hj^odermic injection, and 
whether such a method would be superior to 
the ordinary one." 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER X. 

AS TO THE PREVALENCE OF SMALL-POX IN 
THE 18TH CENTURY. 

The exact troth as to the prevalence of small- 
pox in the 18th Century is not attainable ; vital 
^tistics were undeveloped ; and in the absence 
^f precision the imaginative revel. ^f.D.'s and 
"''f.P/s shut their eyes, tilt their noses skyward, 
*^d pirophesy concerning the frij^htful ravages, 
5^^ the salvation wrought by the revered and 
'^^unortal Jenner. Any extravagance, as to the 
y^'^^^efl, or as to the salvation, is accepted as 
JJ^ndnble zeal for humanity. ** Decimation " is a 
^^lUrite word in this connection without any 
l^^s© of its definite meaning. **\Vliat family 
w^ '*^*'« 1800 ever escaped decimation from small- 
w^ * ^ ** asks Dr. Granville. ** Small-pox deci- 
Q^*^<i the country in olden times," says Dr. 
^ ^'^^fc-ese; "it ravaged like a plague, whilst 
,^^ ^TiX^tion caused the disease to spread like 
i ***^jre;" adding as a sequence, ** Vaccination 
|- ^ ^^3aportant cause of our increasing popula- 
• * In the same temper. Lord Chief Justice 
described an unvaccinated infant as 
of contagion ;*' and as the folly of the 
intensified in the sycophancy of the 
have Mr. Bompas, Q.C., informing the 
of Marylebone, that "A person not 
.ted is like a flaming fire-brand among 
>ple." Thus the infants of last century 
centres of contagion ;" the adults were 
g fire-brands;** whilst England was 
with small-pox diffused like wild- 
inoonlation. "What a picture of 18th 
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Century England painted by Rant and illumi- 
nated by Delirium I 

The tendency of excesson one side is to pro- 
voke to excess on the other, but the extrava- 
gance of these popular fables ought to put us 
in love with homely matter-of-fact — wherein 
indeed is the true extreme to these frantic in- 
ventions. What was the extent of small-pox 
in England last century ? is the question. With 
accuracy we do not know. The common esti- 
mates (when not evolved from inner conscious- 
ness) are based on the London bills of mortality, 
and when these bills are scrutinised we find 
nothing to justify the opinion that the com- 
munity was harassed and devastated by small- 
pox over other ailments. In the first place we 
have to remark, that the exact population of the 
metropolis was unknown. Some say it was 
500,000 in 1701, and others 700,000. In 1751 it 
was generally reckoned at 750,000, and in 1801 
it was said to be 958,863. Then we have to 
consider that the increase, whatever it might 
be, lay only partially within the bills of mor- 
tality ; for the rising quarters of St. Pancras 
and Marylebone were outside the boundary. In 
presence of these imcertain elements, it would 
be imwise to argue too confidently from the 
data of these bills ; yet, such as they are, we 
have nothing else to appeal to. The variations 
of mortahty from year to year were of wide 
irregularity ; and whatever influence small-pox 
might have had, it does not appear to have had 
much in magnifying the annual totals. Let us 
take a dozen years when small-pox was heaviest 
from the last seventy years of the century, and 
observe its relation to the entire mortaUty, and 
to that from fevers — 
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Burials from 


From Small- 




Year. 


all Diseases. 


Pox. 


From Fevers 


1736 


27,581 


3014 


3361 


1740 


30,811 


2725 


4003 


1746 


28,157 


3236 


4187 


1749 


25,516 


2625 


4458 


1752 


20,485 


3538 


2070 


1757 


21,313 


3296 


2564 


1762 


26,326 


2743 


3742 


1763 


26,143 


3582 


3414 


1768 


23,639 


3028 


3596 


1772 


26,053 


3992 


3207 


1781 


20,709 


3500 


2249 


1796 


19,288 


3548 


1547 



296,021 38,827 38,398 

Again, let us take twelve years from the same 
period when the death-rate from small-pox was 
at its lowest. Here thoy are — 





Burials from 


From Small- 




Year. 


all Diseases. 


Pox. 


From Fevers. 


1745 


21,296 


1206 


2690 


1750 


23,727 


1229 


4294 


1751 


21,028 


998 


3219 


1753 


19,276 


774 


2292 


1773 


21,656 


1039 


3608 


1780 


20,517 


871 


2310 


1782 


17,918 


036 


2552 


1786 


20.454 


1210 


2981 


1788 


19,697 


1101 


2769 


1795 


21,179 


1040 


1947 


1797 


17,014 


522 


1526 


1799 


18,134 


1111 


1784 



251,896 11,737 31,978 

We thus see that in twelve years when the 
death-rate from small-pox was highest, as many 
died of fevers as of small-pox ; and in twelve 
years when the death-rate from small-pox was 
lowest there died thrice as many of fevers as of 
small-pox. Again, we have to remark, that, on 
an average of all the years, small-pox was 
accountable for something less than a tenth of 
the total mortality. Also we have to note, that 
the mortaUty from small-pox was in great part 
infant mortality, and that there is reason to 
believe that in numerous cases measles was con- 
founded with smaU-pox. The infant mortaUty 
of London in last century was prodigious. 
Rarely a year passed in which a fourth of the 
deaths was not set down to Convulsions — that 
is, to babes kiUed by improper feeding. In 1772 
(the worst small-pox year of the century) when 
8,992 died, there were, 6,605 ascribed to con- 
vulsions, the total mortality being 26,053. 

Now we have no wish to minimise the London 
small-pox of last century, nor even to set 1797, 
when 622 died, against 1796, when 3548 died. 
We yield to none in detestation of small-pox as 
a preventible and therefore disgraceful afi^ction. 
Let so much pass for granted ; but do not let us 
in any access of sanitary fury lose alike eyes and 



reason and rave like maniacs. If small-pox was 
bad, fevers were worse, and as both had a com- 
mon origin, why should we make a wanton and 
unscientific distinction between them ? 

That smaU-pox should have been constantly 
present in London throughout last century was 
in nowise surprising. The citizens lived in a 
manner to invite and maintain fevers. We 
shall refer to their food and drink presently, and 
woTild now call attention to the fact that they 
were a stay-at-home generation almost beyond 
present-day beUef. Cowper did not violate 
credibihty when he sang — 

** John Gilpin's spouse said to her dear, 
* Though wedded we have been 
These twice ten tedious years, yet we 
No holiday have seen.' " 

They had no ready means of locomotion, and 
indeed did not think of fresh air and exercise. 
An apprentice or maid from the country entered 
London and was there immured as in a prison. 
We know how the lower orders in our own time 
huddle together like pigs, unless restrained by 
lodging-house law, but middle-class Londoners a 
century ago utilised their apartments, with more 
decency perhaps, but with equal ignorance of the 
virtue of free oxygen. They were a densely 
compacted community, and at night the streets 
and lanes of the city were almost as thickly 
tenanted as a man-of-war, but without benefit 
of sea-air. A Quaker told me that he served his 
apprenticeship to a grocer in Gheapside between 
1786 and 1793, that the shop was opened at seven 
in the morning and closed at ten at night, that 
he slept under the counter, that his ablutions 
were limited to his countenance, and that he 
never went out except to meeting on First 
Days ; adding, that he had no sense of being 
hardly dealt with; it was the custom of the 
time, and he was as his fellows. Memoirs of 
the 18th Century prove that he spoke the simple 
truth. Bishop Wilson of Galcutta records that 
he served in the house of a silk merchant in MUk 
Street from 1792 to 1797, that he was occupied 
from six or seven in the morning till eight at 
night ; that there was supper at 8.30 followed by 
prayers, and that all went to bed at ten. An 
apprentice in the same house said that he never 
put on his hat for weeks together, and that 
more than three yeai's elapsed before his first 
hoUday was granted. WiUiam Gobbett in 1788 
got into a lawyer's office in Gray's Inn where he 
relates, ** I worked like a galley-slave from five 
in the morning till eight or nine at night, and 
sometimes all night long. I never quitted this 
gloomy recess except on Sundays when I OBnally 
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course was pursued with other fevers, and the 
effluvia of the sick-room was overpowering. 
Take this instance from Jenner's own house- 
hold. His nephew, Henry, and a maid-servant, 
were seized with typhus, and Jenner writes — 

** The stench from the poor girl is so great as 
to fill the house with putrid vapour ; and I shall 
remove Henry this morning, hy means of a 
sedan chair, to an adjacent cottage." "^ 

Indeed, the cleanliness and ventilation we 
consider so salutary were sedulously avoided. 
Cold air was accounted specially pernicious, and 
occasionally when the poor, afflicted with small- 
pox, were exposed to the weather, wonder was 
expressed that recovery instead of death was 
the issue. It is related in Hutchins's History 
of Dorset that Blandford was burnt down in 
1731, and several patients in small-pox were 
laid imder the arches of the bridge as a place 
of refuge, and, to the general surprise, all got 
well, although many had died in their beds be- 
fore the fire. John Birch, a London surgeon of 
high repute, writing in 1814, sums up the case 
for us on this head in saying— 

'*I consider the natural small-pox a mild 
disease, and only rendered malignant by mis- 
takes in nursing, in diet, and in medicine, and 
by want of cleanliness, which last is the fomes 
of hospital fevers, and all camp and contagious 
disorders. 

" It would hardly be too bold to say, that the 
fated treatment of this disease, for two centuries, 
by warming the chamber, and by stimulating 
and heating cordials, was the cause of two-thirds 
of the mortality which ensued." f 

We now come to an interesting question. If 
the reader refers to the Hst of twelve years of 
greatest small-pox, and to the list of twelve years 
of least small-pox in London, it will be observed 
that the years of least small-pox predominate in 
the last quarter of the century, and this in spite 
of the diffusion of the disease by inoculation. 
The inoculators when charged with increasing 
small-pox appealed to the London bills of 
mortality. Let us, they said, take the last 
ninety years of the century, and we shall find 
that there died in London of small-pox in the 
thirty years — 

From 1711 to 1740 inclusive 66,888 
1741 to 1770 „ 68,808 

1771 to 1800 „ 67,268 

Here we see, that the number of deaths was 
greater in the first thirty years by 2076 than in 



the second thirty years during which inoculation 
had acquired some stability, and greater by 8115 
than in the last thirty years, during which ino- 
culation was the established practice of most 
prudent famihes.* We are therefore unjustly 
accused. These figures leave no doubt that 
small-pox is decreasing, and we claim that the 
decrease is due to our practice. 

The decrease was certain, but we cannot allow 
that it was due to inoculation ; on the contrary 
we assume that the decrease would have been 
greater but for the culture of the disease by 
the inoculators. The fact is extremely distress- 
ing to the more rabid vaccinators, and Dr. Cor- 
field tries to curse it out of existence as '* the 
falsest of falsehoods ; " but there it abides. It 
is hard for those who represent Jenner as the 
saviour of mankind from small-pox to have it 
shown that Londoners, at least, were in process 
of salvation before his intervention ; but fetcts, 
alas I are cruelly unkind to theorists, sentunen- 
taUsts, and quacks of all sorts. In the words of 
Dr. Farr — 

** Small pox attained its maximum mortality 
after inoculation was introduced. The atititii^^ 
deaths from small-pox from 1760 to 1779 were 
on an average — 

2,828. 

In the next twenty years, 1780 to 1799 they 
declined to — 

1740. 

The disease, therefore, began to grow less faM 
before vaccination was discovered; indicating, 
together with the diminution of fevers, the 
general improvement of health then t«ilriwg 
place."! 

The decrease of small-pox towards the close of 
the century, says Dr. Farr, was due to "the 
general improvement of health then taking 
place ;" but to what was that improvement dae? 
No marked improvement had been effected in 
the sanitary arrangements of London — ^why then 
this change for the better ? The answer is, that 
a great alteration was in progress in the popular 
diet. 

Dr. George Cheyne, in his fomous Essay of 
Health and Long Life, published in 1724, says— 

" There is no chronical distemper whatsoever 
more universal, more obstinate, and more fatal 
in Britam, than the Scurvy taken in its geneial 
extent." 



• Baron'a Life of Jenner, Vol. i. p. 107. 
t An Appeal to the PxMic on VaednatioH, By John Birch. 
London : 1817. P. 171. 



• Dr. Adams In Medical Journal, 1810, p. 8L Dr. Ongoiy 
In hlB treatise on Eruptive Fevert, 1848, cites and endonas 
this ai^B^ument. 

t Article, *• Vital Stotistics: Epidemics " in M^Onllodi^ 
I Statutieal Account qf the British Empire. 
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And more than fifty years afterwards, in 1788, 
we have Dr. Buchan bearing similar testimony — 
" The disease most common to this country is 
the Scurvy. One finds a dash of it in abnost 
every family, and in some the taint is very 
deep." 

It is scarcely wortli while citing authority 
for what was so generally known and con- 
fessed; but in this question of small-pox and 
vaccination we have to deal with many who 
appear to be destitute of any historic sense ; who 
argue as if what En^Ushmen are to-day, they 
always were ; and contend that as there was 
more small-pox in London before Jenner than 
since Jenner, therefore Jenner must be the cause 
of the diminution. It is necessary to condescend 
io such feeble folk. 

The cause of the general scorbutic habit of the 
people was widely recognised by medical men, 
■mud Buchan merely repeated their common 
^opinion in saying — 

" A disease so general must have a general 
^Ause, and there is none so obvious as the great 
quantity of animal food devoured by the natives 
^>f this island. As a proof that Scurvy arises 
Aom this cause, we are in possession of no remedy 
:Mor that disease equal to the free use of vege- 
-tables."* 

Gheyne said much the same at the earlier 
^^te. He complained that the upper classes 
gorged themselves with animal food, and slaked 
"•iheir thirst with wine, ** which is now, 1724, be- 
^^me common as water, and the better sort 
^scarce ever dilute their food with any other 
Kqaor.** Beer replaced wine among the middle 
lower orders. In the words of Buchan — 
'* The English labourer lives chiefly on bread, 
rhioh being accompanied with other dry, and 
)flen salt food, fires his blood and excites an un- 
^Quenchable thirst, so that his perpetual cry is for 



«» 



He adds — 

'* If men will live on dry bread, poor cheese 
It butter, broiled bacon, and such like parch- 
food, they will find their way to the ale- 
Louse — ^the bane of the lower orders, and the 
»otirce of half the beggary in the nation." 
Were we to say that the diet of the English 
V)r the greater part of last century consisted of 
^read. Beef, and Beer, we should not go far 
'^'^iong. The London bread was then, as now, 
»oor stuff; " spoiled," says Buchan, *' to please 
le eye, artificially whitened, yet what most 
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prefer, and the poorer sort will eat no other." 
Whenever it could be obtained, beer was the 
beverage that went with bread, and was drank 
by young and old. Salt beef and mutton, bacon, 
salt fish, and butchers' offal completed the 
dietary of the multitude. The feeding of the 
poor in hard seasons exercised the beneficent 
severely, for the baker's bill often went far to 
exhaust the working-man's earnings. 

It was easy to reconmiend the rich to get rid 
of their scm-vy by a resort to vegetable food, but 
to the poor with their obstinate prejudices, 
shiftlessness, and ignorance, such a recommenda- 
tion was a sort of mockery. DeUverance, how- 
ever, came in a form recommended by pleasant- 
ness and economy, namely, in the potato. It is 
true the tuber had been known long before, but 
not as an article of free and ordinary consump- 
tion. Towards the middle of the century it was 
discovered that potatoes could be grown cheaply 
in large quantities, and supply and demand 
developed together. Women and children 
especially rejoiced in the new food, whilst the 
benevolent exulted in the liberal accession to the 
poor man's fare. It became a point of duty with 
Lord and Lady Bountiful to recommend the 
culture and eating of potatoes everywhere ; and 
to see how far the substitution of potatoes for 
bread had extended early in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, we need only refer to the pages of Cobbett, 
who denounced the change with unwearied viru- 
lence as a degradation of humanity. Certainly 
potatoes are inferior to bread in nutritive value, 
but in food we look for more than mere nutri- 
ment ; and the general use of the potato went 
far to purify and ameliorate the blood of the 
English people. 

Nor was the change in the people's diet limited 
to the introduction of the potato : with it came 
tea. Of course we know that tea was drank in 
England long ere George III. was King, but it 
was in his days that tea came into use among 
the multitude. Here again we may refer to 
Buchan, who was strongly opposed to the in- 
novation. He wrote — 

** It is said the inhabitants of Great Britain 
consume more tea than all the other nations of 
Europe together. The higher ranks use tea as 
a luxury, while the lower orders make a diet of 
it. The lowest woman in England must have 
her tea, and the children generally share it with 
her. The mischiefs occasioned by tea arise 
chiefly from its being substituted for solid food, 
and had I time to spare, I think it could not be 
better employed than in writing against the 
destructive drug. Its use will induce a total 
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change in the constitutions of the people of this 
country. Indeed, it has gone a great way to- 
wards effecting that evil already.'* 

What Buchan had not time to do, Cobhett 
subsequently did, and some of his most racy 
patches of vituperation were apphed to tea and 
tea-drinkers. In Bacon, Bread and Beer, 
according to Cobbett, consisted the strength of 
the EngUsh working-man, whilst tea and 
potatoes were his utter abomination. 

To this partial substitution of potatoes and tea 
for salted animal food and malt Uquor, we may 
justly attribute the reduction of the scorbutic 
habit of the people, and that improvement of 
health which were coincident with the close of 
last century and wore continued into the present. 
What every student of vital statistics has to re- 
member is, that conditions have to be identical 
to yield identical results. The Uves of the 
majority of the English people last century, and 
notably so in London, were hard, mean and 
sordid to a degree which in these times might 
be thought incredible. Their sanitary conditions 
we have indicated, and would now enforce the 
observation, that they were ill fed and poorly 
fed; consequently their diseases were malig- 
nant, and small-pox not unfrequently scarred 
deeply its scorbutic victims. Wherefore to run 
a parallel between the Londoners of the 18th 
Century and the EngUsh of the 19th in the 
matter of small-pox, and to ascribe any differ- 
ence between them to Jenner*s specific, is to 
display ignorance that is contemptible, or craft 
audacious and unscrupulous. 

Having cleared our way so far, we shall now 
proceed to deal with that great and good man, 
Edward Jenner, the immortal benefactor of 
mankind. 



ANTI-VACCINATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA. 

NOTES OF A RECENT TOUR. 

By William Tebb. 

CuAPTBR II.— Anti- Vaccination in Montreal— Dr. J. E. God- 
orre'8 Experience— Yacclnation the Propagator of Small- 
Pox — The French and English Canadian Press — A 
Pro-Vaccinating Mayor and Compulsory Legislation— 
Determined and Successful Resistance hy the People- 
Visit to the Hotel Dieu— An Anti-Vaccination Nun— Mr. 
H. C St. Pierre's Prosecution— Dr. Coderre's Letter. 

When in Montreal I had the pleasure of making 
the acquaintance of Dr. J. Emery Coderre, a 
physician of high standing and the leader of the 
Anti- Vaccination party in Canada. Dr. Coderre 
belongs to the orthodox school of medicine; he 
has been connected with the Hotel Dieu of 



Montreal for thirty years, and is professor of 
Materia Medica in the Victoria University of 
Montreal. Being a close observer of the results 
of various methods of treatment and practice, 
he early saw the mischiefs arising out of Vac- 
cination. On one occasion he vaccinated seven 
children with the same virus: six died, one of 
them being his own child. This induced further 
inquiry, and after most careful investigation he 
discovered that not only was the Jennerian rite 
attended in scores and hundreds of cases with 
most serious consequences, inducing horrible 
diseases, but he found that, instead of preventing 
small-pox, vaccination was the means of render- 
ing the person vaccinated more susceptible to it, 
and that, in short, it is the propagator of the 
pest it is supposed to avert. Several cases of 
abscesses and gangrenous eruptions produced 
by vaccination, which came under his observa- 
tion at the Hotel Dieu and elsewhere, he had 
photographed, coloured, and published. His 
colleagues remonstrated with him over this un- 
professional mode of procedure, and accused 
him of bringing a sanitary measure into re- 
proach. In 1872 he read a paper on Vaccina- 
tion before the Medical Society of Montreal at 
three successive meetings, wherein he described 
fully his investigations and conclusions. The 
paper was published as a pamphlet, and has 
been the means of exciting attention to the 
question throughout Canada. 

Dr. Coderre's professional practice has suffered 
in consequence of his position as anti- vacci- 
nator, and he has been severely censured in the 
Montreal press for his heresy. The IVench 
portion of the Montreal newspapers, to their 
honour be it said, have freely opened their 
columns to vaccinators and anti-vaccinators, 
and the opposition to Vaccination among the 
French Canadians, under this enhghtened policy, 
has increased year by year. The English news- 
papers, on the contrary, though boasting of 
greater freedom, have given the anti- vaccinators 
only a very reluctant and occasional hearing; 
and some organs, imitating the one-sided par- 
tiality of the leading journals in England, have 
persistently refused to insert anything con- 
demnatory of the popular superstition. It is 
not, therefore, surprising to find that while the 
reading portion of the French citizens have be- 
come strong anti-vaccinators, the English, Irish, 
and Scotch Canadians are ignorant of the sub- 
ject, and take but Httle interest in it. Dr. 
Craik, a well-known English physician, has 
publicly announced that, for the more effectual 
prevention of small-pox, he vaccinates hinr^ff^tf 
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every third year, as he considered that the pro- 
tection conferred by the operation is exhausted 
in that time, and needs renewing. If the worthy 
doctor conld persuade his 160,000 fellow-citizens 
to follow his example, and induce the municipal 
authorities to pass the Compulsory Vaccination 
Law, for which he and his medical colleagues 
have been so long striving, he would add largely 
to their incomes, particularly in the increase of 
prairtice arising out of the treatment of inocul- 
able diseases. 

In 1876 a medical man was elected Mayor of 
the city, and wishing to signalise Ins term of 
office, and at the same time concUiato his 
medical confreres, devoted himself to wliat he 
called the promotion of sanitary measures, the 
chief of which was an attempt to induce the 
Municipal Council to pass an Act for the Com- 
ptdflory Vaccination of all children. Previous 
to this, the Board of Health had, upon every 
outbreak of small-pox, illegally sent vaccinators 
from house to house, until, in the language of 
my informant, ''No people in the American 
continent had been so well vaccinated. They 
were vaccinated, re-vaccinated, and vaccinated 
again, and were in fact full of vaccine." At the 
same time, the more the people were vaccinated, 
the more frequent and severe were the out- 
breaks of small-pox. The medical officer, be- 
lieving in and advocating vaccination, made no 
effort to cleanse or properly drain the old and 
dense districts of the city where these outbreaks 
Were so frequent, and farther eruptions of the 
disease may be anticipated. 

The attorney to the Board of Health prepared 
a bye-law enacting most stringent compulsory 
Vaccination. Unlike the EngUsli vaccination 
law, which was passed in a thin House by a 
Weary Parliament in the small hours of the 
B^ioming, the proposed measure was printed and 
discussed in the public journals, and when the 
City Comicil assembled as they supposed for 
legislation, they found themselves surrounded 
in the City Hall by eight or ten thousand 
citizens who threatened, if their parental rights 
Were violated, to "know the reason why." The 
Council offered to adjourn, but the people de- 
XUanded the withdra/wal of the vsurping Act at 
Once and for ever, and failing to obtain this 
assurance, took up stones and smashed every 
Window in the building, and would have torn it 
down rather than submit to such medical and 
tuunioipal tyranny. Montreal has the singxdar 
distinction of being the only city in North 
America which has sncoessfcdly resisted the 
iuaposition of oompnlflory Vaccination Acts ; and 



had it not been for the municipal regulation 
which requires ample pubhcity preparatory to 
passing au}' law, successful resistance might 
have been impossible. Patrick Henry, the 
American revolutionary orator, well said — 
** Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." 

Dr. Coderre says the people of Montreal are 
ripe for further information on Vaccination, and 
he hopes that some lecturer like Dr. Pearce, 
Mr. W. Gibson Ward, Mr. W. Hume-Rothery, 
Mr. Alexander Wheeler, Mr. Thomas Baker, or 
Mr. John Pickering, may be inspired to go out 
and enlighten them still further. 

Dr. Coderre 's daughter, an intellectual young 
lady, and an accomplished musician (having 
obtained the first prize at the Quebec Conserva- 
tory of Music) takes a deep interest in the vac- 
cination question. She translates into French 
for her father, and for pubhcation in Montreal 
articles from the Vaccination Inquirer and the 
Reporter ; also extracts from the works of Dr. 
Garth Wilkinson, Dr. Pearce, and others. Miss 
Coderre was kind enough to take me over the 
Hotel Dieu, one of the oldest and finest hospitals 
on the American continent, of which the citizens 
are justly proud. A reUgious order, the Black 
Nuns, comprising ladies from the first families 
of Canada, reside in the hospital as nurses, and 
devote their lives to this noble charity. Miss 
Coderre mentioned to the sister who acted as 
our guide, that I was opposed to vaccination, and 
I found she was a warm supporter of Dr. 
Coderre's opinions. She had had evidence in 
the hospital of disease induced by vaccination, 
and had heard of many other cases, adding that 
few parents, if left to their instincts, would sub- 
mit their children to such a practice. It was all 
a money question: doctors in Montreal were 
reluctant to surrender a system that brought 
them many fees, but Dr. Coderre was an hon- 
ourable exception. The worthy priest who 
officiated as chaplain listened to my remarks on 
vaccination, and said, '* I believe you are not 
far wrong." 

The medical profession in Montreal are about 
equally divided in their opinions as to the utihty 
of Vaccination. The French doctors, with few 
exceptions, are either indifferent to, or wholly 
opposed to the practice, whilst the English 
vigorously maintain it. The latter admit the 
increase of small-pox concurrently with the 
increase of vaccination ; for probably no city in 
the world, with the possible exception of Berlin, 
has been so thoroughly vaccinated, and re-yaoci- 
nated as Montreal ; and since 1872, when the futile 
attempt was made to enforce vaccination, there 
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has been a much greater openness of mind as to 
the possible injuries attendant on the operation. 

Miss Goderre introduced me to Mr. H. C. St. 
Pierre, who has sympathised deeply with the 
struggles of the French Canadians for medical 
freedom. He is one of the leading barristers of 
Montreal,aman of great intelligence,marked with 
all the finest characteristics of the Frenchman. 
He received me cordially, and led me into his 
library, where I was introduced to Madame St. 
Pierre and an unvaccinated baby — a bright-eyed, 
laughing, and robust son and heir. ** I think," 
said my host with paternal pride, "we had 
better leave him as God made him, for I ques- 
tion if vaccination would improve him." 

For the part M. St. Pierre took in opposing 
the Compulsory Vaccination Act he was indicted 
and tried for inciting the citizens to riot and 
breach of the peace. Though himself an accom- 
plished and experienced advocate, and eloquent 
speaker, he entrusted his defence to a profes- 
sional colleague, who argued and demonstrated 
that the riot had been brought about by the 
fatuity of the Mayor and the Board of Health. 
The presiding judge summed up strongly against 
him, but the jury, appreciating the true state of 
affairs, brought in a verdict of acquittal, and the 
party of freedom was again victorious. 

The enlightened pubHc opinion, which has 
sustained this resistance to most odious oppres- 
sion, is largely due to the devotion of one 
eminent medical man, whose example cannot 
fail to encourage those who are struggling against 
vaccination tyranny in England and the United 
States. The following is a translation of a letter 
recently received from Dr. Coderre referring to 
the episode I have described — 

Montreal, 20th Sept, 1879, 
To Mr. William Tebb, New York. 
My Deab Sib, 

I write to let you know that I 
shall forward you, as soon as possible, full de- 
tails relating to the disturbance of 1876. It was 
contrary to law for the City Council to impose 
Compulsory Vaccination. I have already written 
to papers in England, which contained articles 
on this disturbance, explaining the circum- 
stances. It has been reckoned that there were 
more than 10,000 rioters. If the regulation had 
been enacted, the results would have been dis- 
astrous. Members of the Council would have 
been killed. The excitement was so great that 
a word imprudently spoken would have pro- 
duced a catastrophe. The mob was armed with 
sticks, stones, and ropes, ready to deal with the 



councillors and the officers of health. The 
chandeUers of the Council Chamber were 
broken, and the greater part of the glass of the 
windows, by stones thrown from outside. Mr. 
St. Pierre fortunately succeeded in calming the 
minds of the councillors during the meeting. 
The result of the disturbance was the entire 
withdrawal of the regulation concerning Com- 
pulsory Vaccination. Violence was the only 
means of opposition against this unrighteous 
measure. Even now, it may be said, violence 
alone can deliver us from the monstrous practice. 

For ten years the opposition which I, as a 
physician, have made against this discreditable 
practice has cost me much. My practice has 
suffered on account of it. Some doctors, not 
being able to fight me fairly, have taken a few 
of my medical preparations and used them as 
grounds of Ubels against me, having no other 
aim than that of avenging vaccination, as one 
of the proprietors of the Evening Post, whom I 
have prosecuted for libel, confessed to me. 
Anything is good against opponents of vac- 
cination. 

Please accept the tokens of my great esteem, 
and beUeve me, 

Yours very sincerely, 

J. Emery Coderbb. 



THE BISHOP OF MANCHESTER. 

For a good many years, at intervals, I have had 
correspondence with the Bishop of Manchester 
on the subject of vaccination ; and it might be 
well to record some of his utterances in the 
Vaccination Inquirer. 

In 1870 the Bishop wrote — "You, properly, 
are prepared to argue the vaccination question, 
on the simple basis of ascertained facts. Accord- 
ing to the preponderance of these, one way or the 
other, so let the conclusion be." 

This is a fair proposal ; and we have always 
taken our stand upon " facts," the facts of the 
Registrar-General, and the facts published in 
Parliamentary Returns. These statistical fskctSf 
when fairly and thoroughly examined by com- 
petent persons, condemn vaccination as a medical 
delusion, which is bolstered up by those who 
have a vested interest in abuses ; and thus vac- 
cination becomes a national crime, because it is 
practised in opposition to the teachings of ex- 
perience. 

In another letter, the Bishop wrote— *' The 
vaccination question has become one of primary 
sanitary importance, if the facts alleged can be 
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substantiated. They do not, however, prove to 
my mind that vaccination is mischievous — indeed 
its benefits to me seem to be established by an 
overwhelming weight of evidence — but simply 
that vaccine-lymph is often poisoned ; in which 
case, of course, it must be mischievous, and may 
he fatally mischievous." 

The Bishop is guarded in his language. He 
says that the " benefits " of vaccination " seem'' 
to be established by overwhelming evidence. 
This *' seeming" arises from the one-sided, 
biased, and "doctored" nature of the evidence 
as ordinarily presented in the newspapers and 
medical journals. Those who go to first hand 
evidence and examine it for themselves, become 
convinced that the ** overwhelming evidence " is 
against vaccination. 

The Bishop frankly admits that the " vac<nne- 
lymph is often poisoned," and that then "it 
must be mischievous, and may be fatally mis- 
chievous." 

It was the knowledge of the fact that the 
vaccine-lymph is often ** poisoned," and may be 
"fatally mischievous," that led Sir Thomas 
Watson, M.D. — ^himself a pro-vaccinator — ^to 
write — "I can readily sympathise "with and 
applaud a father who is willing to submit to 
multiplied penalties rather than expose his child 
to the risk of an infection so ghastly." 

Mr. Simon states that 85 per cent, of the dis- 
eases of infancy are of syphilitic origin. Every 
one of these syphihtic chOdren may have supplied 
poisoned lymph to taint the blood of many more. 
Medical men used to deny that syphilis could be 
conveyed by vaccination; and they only ad- 
mitted the "ghastly" fact when the abundant 
proo& of the terrible contagion could be no longer 
ignored or denied. 

In 1871, the Bishop of Manchester was an- 
nounced to preside at the annual meeting of the 
Hospital for Sick Children. This appeared an 
appropriate occasion for calling his lordship's 
attention once more to the subject of vaccination, 
especially as the officers of the institution had 
referred to the matter in their report. The 
Bishop, speaking from the chair, said — "The 
strong feeling against vaccination which exists, 
and even seems to grow, is due in a great meas- 
ure to removable causes. It commends itself to 
one's common sense that limiting the period 
within which vaccination is compulsory to twelve 
weeks from, the birth of the infant, is putting a 
most injudicious, and in naany cases what may 
be a most mischievous limit upon what other- 
wise might be a beneficial operation. A legiti- 
mate extension of time would possibly remove a 



great deal of the prejudice which exists against 
vaccination. It would be extremely desirable if 
something like an accurate statistical inquiry 
could be instituted to see to what extent so-called 
vaccination has been properly conducted." 

The suggestion of the Bishop for an extension 
of time, was based upon the following passage in 
the report of the medical officers — " The excitable 
glandular system of a child so young, may be 
(and sometimes is) so affected by the irritation 
and effects of the operation (vaccination) as to 
leave results which are, to say the least, unde- 
sirable, and which might be avoided if a longer 
period were allowed." 

Medical men who know that injury is done to 
infants because the law allows no discretion as 
to extension of time for the dangerous operation 
of vaccination, must be held responsible for these 
ill effects, so long as they do not agitate for an 
alteration of the law. England is the only 
countiy in which this perilous use of the poisoned 
hmcet is imperative at the early age of three 
months. 

One more extract from the Bishop's letters — 
" My own opinion is not changed upon the 
subject of the prophylactic effects of vaccination 
when properly administered, nor as regards the 
necessity of the proper conditions being observed 
in the administration, namely, that the lymph is 
procured from a healthy subject, and that the 
child is in a proper state to receive it into his 
system " 

I wrote in reply — " It is just because the 
' proper conditions ' you mention cannot possibly 
be observed that we object altogether to vac- 
cination. Your first requirement is that the 
lymph shall be procured from a ' healthy subject.* 
You will admit that there is no such thing as a 
perfectly healthy human being. There may be 
no gross hereditary taint, but every child has 
some impurity in the blood, and when vaccina- 
ted, this morbid matter comes out with the virus, 
and forms those sickening sores which Jenner 
depicts in his book. This is the result when the 
child vaccinated is strong and of fair health. 
That is to say. Nature tries to get rid of the in- 
truder, and hence the formation of the pustules. 
In the case of weak and sickly children — and 
they form the majority — there is not sufficient 
vital force and purity to expel the poison; it 
then remains in the system, and predisposes to 
all manner of ailments, which are often fatal, 
and though directiy caused by vaccination, are 
never so registered. Mr. Ayrton, a member of 
Mr. Gladstone's Government, when we waited 
upon him as a deputation, admitted that ' deaths 
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caused by vaccination are not unfreqnently 
certified as accruing from other causes.' My 
position, therefore, is, that every vaccinated 
child or adult is necessarily for the time being 
unhealthy ; and how any one can imagine that 
the corrupt matter from a sore can be of use in 
warding off a possible disease, amazes me. As 
for your Lordship's second condition, that the 
child should be * in a proper state to receive 
it,' — here, again, I heartily say * Amen.' I am 
sure the mothers of Manchester will agree with 
me when I say that no child is ' in a proper state 
to receive ' this shock to tlie system at the tender 
age of three months." 

When the Bishop of Manchester can find time 
to make an original and tliorough research into 
the history of the ** Great Delusion " of vaccina- 
tion, I have no doubt he will be foimd on the 
right side, namely, the side of bodily purity and 
parental freedom. 

Henry Pitman. 



THE CALF LYMPHERS' CONFERENCE. 

Anti- Vaccinators have much cause for con- 
gratulation over the Conference on Animal 
Vaccination held by the British Medical Associa- 
tion on 4th and 18th December, and adjourned 
on the motion of Dr. Crisp, seconded by Mr. 
Thomas Baker. The Calf Lymphers have made 
many of the facts urged against Vaccination 
their own, cuid by force of their position and 
control of the press have diffused them far and 
wide. The readers of sympathetic and influential 
newspapers may have imagined that the Local 
Government Board would accept the advice of 
such men as Sir Thomas Watson, but those who 
knew the strength of the interests vested in the 
existing practice were well aware that a battle 
remained to be fought of which the issue was 
more than questionable. 

Dr. Warlomont, efficiently interpreted by Mr. 
Ernest Hart, recited his Belgian experiences 
very nicely, and was supported with much good- 
will by Dr. Cameron, but the Government, 
represented by Dr. Stevens and Dr. Ballard, 
offered a resistance of a most depressing charac- 
ter to the enthusiastic Calf Lymphers. A 
Government Department under trial always 
shows itself faultless — so it has been and will be 
world without end. When Rowland Hill pro- 
posed to reform the post-office, it was demon 
strated by the officials that it was impossible to 
improve the service in any way to which they 
were unequal : they knew a great deal better 
whftt to do, and how to do it, than ignorant and 



presumptuous outsiders. And thus with Dr. 
Stevens and Dr. Ballard. The existing sjrstem 
of Vaccination was faultless, or if not quite 
faultless, they and Dr. Seaton were the men to 
amend it. They had no sort of objection to 
Animal Vaccination ; the Board had looked into 
it, and did not like it ; they would look into it 
again, and so far as practicable might adopt it 
to some extent, but to give the vulgar a choice 
between two sorts of lymph, as provided in Dr. 
Cameron's bill, was simply nonsense. 

Dr. Haughton, at the conclusion of the first 
meeting of the Conference, pointed out that 
there was a manifest difference among the 
speakers as to what animal vaccine was. Sir 
Tliomas Watson proposed to inoculate calves 
with pure lymph, but failed to specify where the 
pure lymph was to come from. What he 
wished to ascertain was the difference between 
calf lymph and human lymph. The law did 
not define what vaccination was, but left it to 
the caprice of every practitioner. What the 
doctor said was vaccination wa$ vaccination. 
There was much variolous lymph in circulation, 
and they had heard its use admitted and com- 
mended, although the Dublin authorities had 
pronounced against it as a disseminator of small- 
pox. They were revolving in a circle of hope- 
less contradictions. 

The speech of real mark at the Conference was 
dehvered by Professor J. B. Simonds, Principal 
of the Royal Veterinary CoUege, Camden Town. 
It was a speech cogent with real knowledge, and 
singularly perspicuous. His contention was, 
that the existence of cow-pox had to be proved : 
\t never had been proved. Jenner's account of 
the disease was an illusion. In his experiende 
among animals for forty years, he had never 
Keen a case of cow-pox, and he did not believe 
that any form of variola belonged to the bovine 
race. Sheep were afflicted with pox, but not 
cattle. We heard of cow-pox, but who ever 
heard of bull-pox? And was it credible that 
a disease should be confined to cows and never 
attack bulls and steers ? Let any one point out 
an affection of females that did not extend to the 
males of the same species. What was called 
cow-pox, he suspected, was small-pox conveyed 
to the cow by contact with humanity ; that it 
was a parasite, and not indigenous to the «.niTnft l ; 
and if it were so, then the lymph raised by 
Mr. Ceely and Mr. Badcock by inoculating 
cows with small-pox was the veritable Jenneiian 
specific, and the chum of the Animal Vaccinators 
to the possession of something different and bet- 
ter than the Oeely and Badoook lymph, now in 
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common use, was mere phantasy. At any rate 
it was for them to clear up the origin and 
generation of their vaunted lymph, over which 
hung a strange darkness. 

The controversy is a most hopeful one, and we 
pray that it may go forward. As has been often 
said, Vaccination was begotten in ignorance, and 
has lived by indifference ; and thorough discussion 
will be its destruction. Nearly every debater 
at the Conference took for granted that the vac- 
cine rite saved the ritualists from small-pox, and 
the strife was limited to the forms of the rite. 
Not until the question is raised. Is there any 
virtue in the rite whatever? can the pubUc 
mind enter into light and freedom. The ques- 
tion is to many a sort of blasphemy, which it is 
a good man's duty to suppress, but the blasphemy 
will by-nnd-by become irrepressible. 



ERYSIPELAS : AFTER AND FROM 
VACCINATION. 

At a meeting of the Medical Society of Isling- 
ton, says the Lancet of 1st November, **Dr. 
Sallard insisted on the importance of distiu- 
Snifihing between erysipelas after vaccination 
^nd erysipelas from vaccination. He related 
Oflises in which erysipelas occurred after vaccin- 
a.iion as part of a general prevalence of erysipelas 
XXI a neighbourhood, and cases in which it was 
tcraced to sanitary defects in the home of the 
l>atient, while admitting the possibility of insert- 
xzig septic material by neglecting the cleansing 
of instruments, or by careless ways of preserving 
l^mph, as in carrying it between square pieces 
of glass and using it day after day. He regarded 
tihe occurrence of erysipelas as a very rare event, 
Considering the number of vaccinated children — 
v-ery much rarer than the occurrence of erysi- 
pelas after small-pox in bygone times, which are 
too apt to be forgotten by superficial objectors. 
The rarity of the event was testified to by 
Various practitioners of large experience ; one of 
whom in forty years had not seen a case ; 
another in sixty yeai'S had seen two ; another 
"^^th a very large experience had seen one. 
Thus (continues the Lancet)^ those who fear 
erysipelas may gather from discussions, such as 
that at Islington, how deeply medical men are 
interested in thoroughly investigating every in- 
stance of accident after vaccination with the 
view of making this benign operation as safe as 
&ny human operation can be." 

Let me observe that talk at a meeting is not 
investigation, and I am too feumliar with in- 
Btanoes where investigation has been openly 



refused to be blinded by talk. The hearsay 
evidence of three "practitioners" is not to be 
set against the positive evidence existing in the 
Registrar-General's Reports. Moreover, is the 
Lancet forgetful of the Misterton cases ? Never 
was a more childish attempt made to evade 
manifest facts. One of the causes actually 
assigned was, that a mother in carrying her 
child from the vaccine station passed the house 
of a person suffering from erysipelas, which 
house was at some distance from the road t 

But why all this talk about erysipelas ? It 
must arise from the increasing acknowledgment 
of its frequent origin in va<;cination. Dr. Martin, 
the Boston calf-vaccinator, says that erysipelas 
is the "invariable concomitant of arm-to-arm 
vaccination." Other calf virus advocates con- 
fess that it is very general ; and the recommend- 
ation of calf, as opposed to arm-to-arm virus, is 
its assumed exemption from the risk of exciting 
erysipelas. 

But the Islington discussion is said to have 
been waged on "the relation of small-pox to 
vaccination," as to which some information 
would have been welcome. If vaccine can be 
so used as to prevent small-pox there might be 
some sense in facing the risk of erysipelas. But 
if , as is the fact, vaccine cannot prevent, miti- 
gate or cure small-pox, why should any one 
incur the peril of erysipelas ? 

The very best case which vaccinators at this 
day try to make out is, that in a given number 
of small-pox patients, those who are vaccinated 
in a special manner are better off than those 
who are not so vaccinated. I do not know of a 
single eminent pro-vaccinator who now aflirms 
that vaccination is itself any prevention of 
small-pox. It is only affirmed in a most un- 
scientific manner that it exerts a "mitigating 
influence." 

But we show continually that no more small- 
pox patients recover with the aid of vaccine than 
recovered before Jenner was heard of. "Where 
then is the advantage ? where the mitigation ? 

Vaccination, therefore, is no benign operation, 
but a foolish and superstitious rite, disgraceful 
alike to our claims as men of science and as en- 
Hghtened legislators. 

Ausx. Whebler. 



Cow-pox N on-Existent. — It is now manifest 
that the editors of the Veterinaria/n, in advertis- 
ing for cow-pox, are asking for what they do not 
expect to find, and of which they question the 
existence. Poor Jenner 1 
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THE STAVLEY CASE. 
It will be remembered that Mr. Joseph Stavley 
of Bingley was convicted mider vaccination law 
and sentenced to fourteen days' imprisonment 
with hard labour on 3rd July, 1878 ; that he had 
his hair cropped, was stripped naked, and then 
dressed in prison clothes, was set to pick oakum, 
and, in short, treated as a crin:iinal — all which be- 
yond imprifionment was illegal, as the Home Sec- 
retary informed the local authorities at the time. 

An action for damages against the convicting 
magistrate, Mr. Cockerham, was instituted, and 
came on for trial on 9th December, in the 
Exchequer Division of the High Com-t of Justice 
at Westminster. Baron Huddleston was judge, 
and by his demeanour and remarks during the 
trial, and by his summing up, did all in his power 
to influence the jury unfavourably to the plaintiff. 
Out of much prevarication and assertions of 
misimderstanding and 'twas all a mistake, the 
facts alleged by the prosecution were clearly 
established, but legaUty was no match for pre- 
judice. The feeling of the court appeared to be 
that Stavley as an anti- vaccinator was a sort of 
outlaw, that he got no more than he deserved, 
and " served him right." The jury found that 
the plaintifT had not suffered the sentence with 
hard labour, but were of opinion that he had 
been harshly treated. The judge thereupon 
gave judgment for the defendant. 

A verbatim report of the trial was taken, and 
it will, we hope, be published as evidence of how 
truth, conscience and liberty fared at the hands 
of law in this realm of England, 1878-79. Cor- 
dial thanks are due to Mr. George Eidson of 
Keighley for his unwearied labour in getting up 
and conducting the case. Outwardly defeated, 
the inward and real victory is his, as time will 
prove. 

There were some comments in the newspapers 
on the case, but tainted with pity for Stavley as 
a misguided creature. The Echo observed — 

<* The case illustrates in a significant way the 
different methods in which, xmder the Home 
Secretary, prisoners sentenced to imprisonment 
without hard labour may be treated under dif- 
ferent circumstances. When Mr. Valentine 
Baker was qualifying in Horsemonger-lane Gaol 
for the post of moral reformer a la Beaconsfield 
in Asia Minor, he was, as we all know, allowed to 
receive his friends, to read what books he chose, 
and to Uve luxuriously every day. When Mr. 
Stavley — Shaving, as he said, a daughter who had 
suffered ten years' illness through improper vacci- 
nation — refhsed to have any more done, he was 
sent to prison. Inadvertently the magistrate 



imposed *• hard labour,' but, as the governor of the 
gaol found this mistake out directly Mr. Stavley 
got to Wakefield, it was ascertained that Mr. 
Stavley did not get hard labour, but only the 
ordinary treatment of prisoners who are sentenced 
to imprisonment without hard labour. However, 
he was stripped stark naked twice in the presence 
of other prisoners ; he was compelled to wear 
prison clothes ; he was made to pick oakum ten 
hours a day; he was fed on coarse bread and 
water, and his beard was cut off, Perhaps Mr. 
Cross can explain why imprisonment without 
hard labour means one thing at Wakefield and 
another thing in Horsemonger-lane." 

Perhaps working-men will by-and-by pluck 
up courage and insist that when they go to 
prison they shall be treated as gentlemen, or 
that their ** betters " be treated as themselves. 
At present rank is of as much account in New 
gate as in St. Paul's Cathedral. 



THE NEW VACCINE POLICY. 

A RKM ARK ABLE development of the vaccine 
creed, now in progress, deserves public attention. 
The Times incessantly urges re-vaccination. 
The Metropolitan Asylums Board insists upon 
its necessity. The press laments at regulated 
intervals the neglect of this great safeguard; 
and the Local Government Board, in its of&cial 
report, informs us that the re-vaccination of the 
young at puberty is essential. Meanwhile the 
enormous majority of adult Englishmen are 
steadily and sturdily setting their fEu;es like a 
fiint against the proffered boon. Under these 
circumstances a meeting of foreign and domestic 
supporters of vaccination has been held in Lon- 
don, at which the use of lymph from the calf 
was strongly reconmiended by strenuous and 
influential beUevers in vaccine compulsion. At 
this meeting Dr. Cameron, M.P. for Glasgow 
openly admitted the vahdity of the objections to 
the existing arm-to-arm system, on the ground 
of the possibihty of thereby transmitting dan- 
gerous diseases, and he told the assembly that 
**when our Queen recently resolved to have 
herself re-vaccinated, she sent to Brussels for 
animal lymph." '*If her Majesty," said the 
doctor, ** surrounded by the ablest of her medical 
coimsellors, was not superior to what some 
might call a prejudice, how could one expect 
her subjects to be so ? " 

All this sounds very incongruously with the 
assertions of the Local Government Board to 
the Leicester Board of Guardians, in July last, 
that they '* were not aware that there has been 
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any change whatever of general medical opinion 
in regard to the safety of humanised (vaccine) 
lymph since 1871;*' and **that their close and 
habitual inquiries have not made them acquainted 
with a single instance of dLsease conmiunicated 
by the vaccine lymph employed." The fact 
that the Queen, surrounded by the ablest of her 
medical counsellors, selects Belgic animal lymph 
in preference to the arm-to-arm supply of these 
islands, shows that there is an unsettled state 
of medical opinion between her Majesty's 
medical advisers and those of the Local Govem- 
xuent Board; and it is very evident that the 
Queen's medical advisers do not habitually sub- 
xnit to be guided by the gentlemen who advise 
-iJie Local Government Board. Doubtless the 
recautions taken for the prince might fairly be 
laimed for the peasant; but we must here 
bserve that the whole controversy is a complete 
^istification of the action of the Leicester Board 
f Guardians and of the very important ques- 
ons put by them to the Local Government 
card which have as yet remained unanswered. 
-H. D. Dudgeon in Midland Free Press, 







MR. GLADSTONE 
ON SUPPRESSED EVIDENCE. 

:s reply to a communication from Mr. Thomas 
aker of Eingscote, barrister-at-law, pointing 
Hi that all pubUc utterances, official documents 
d Parliamentary Returns (including the Re- 
General's Report, entitled Vaccination 
ortality No. 488, session 1877) adverse to vac- 
ination, are tmiformly suppressed by the 
'etropolitan press. Mr. Gladstone writes as 
<>llowB — 

" Sir, — I highly disapprove the enforced silence 
n the subject of Vaccination which you describe, 
Me I own myself unable to appreciate the 
ame of mind in which no other subject is 
earned worthy of notice by a Voter who, after 
, is responsible for giving his vote, as on the 
hole he may think it best for truth and justice. 

" W. E. Gladstone. 
" 12th December, 1879." 



SIR THOMAS WATSON 
ON BRIGHTON LYMPH. 
'he following note from Sir Thomas Watson 
ppeared in the Pall Mall Gazette of 8th 
^December — 

'* Forty years ago at least, if not sooner, a sad 

was made by some whose names I re- 

from reoording here — ^the mistake of sup- 



posing that by inoculating the cow with the 
virus of human small-pox a fresh supply of 
Ijrmph might be obtained for future vaccination 
purposes. The cow thus inoculated with small- 
pox matter was constitutionally affected by it in 
no perceptible degree or way, and her only local 
affection around the incised spot consisted of 
pimples containing no fluid. The ensuing so- 
called vaccination was therefore performed by 
taking matter from the original incision on the 
cow and inserting it into the vaccinated person, 
who was in fact not vaccinated at all, but inocu- 
lated with small-pox, just as vast niunbers of 
persons, of whom I myself was one, were, 
to their individual advantage, but to the great 
detriment of the community, inoculated in years 
gone by. Fortunately the small-pox produced 
by the original blunder carried with it no greater 
degree of severity or danger than the small-pox 
made so common in those previous years. In 
this way a prodigious amount of mitigated small- 
pox must have been unconsciously scattered 
about and kept up, and the otherwise mysterious 
vaccination statistics of this country become 
capable of explanation." 

We beUeve Mr. Ceely and Mr. Badcock would 
wholly disown the accuracy of this description of 
the production of small-pox in cows, and would 
at the same time challenge Sir Thomas's war- 
ranty of the cow-pox he so persistently extols. 



VACCINATION TYRANNY IN VILLAGES. 

Thomas Jones, labourer, Much Marcle, be- 
came an anti-vaccinator from seeing tlie frightful 
ulceration of his child and eight or nine others, 
poisoned at the same time with the same lymph. 
When he had another child he refused to have 
it vaccinated. He was hunted up by the vac- 
cination spy, was twice summoned before the 
Ledbury bench, and twice defended by me. It 
ended by his expiating in Hereford jail the crime 
of the assertion of his rights as a father and a 
freeman. 

Since that time he has been afflicted with 
illness ; he has never been a strong man ; and 
has been compelled to apply for rehef to the 
parish. The reUeving officer, turned persecutor, 
told Mrs. Jones that if she did not have her child 
vaccinated, he should give her no out-door 
rehef; but if she would have it vaccinated, then 
she should have out-door rehef during her hus- 
band's illness. 

Mrs. Eyrie, the wife of the squire of the parish, 
said before Jones went to jail, that if his child 
were not vaccinated, he should be turned out of 
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his cottage. Before the assembled women at a 
Mothers' Meeting, she threatened Mrs. Jones 
that unless the child were vaccinated, she should 
be expelled from the Meeting, and from the 
Clothing Club, and that, if ill, neither bit nor 
drop should she have from her house. 

This was too much for the poor woman. She 
began to see that she was only a serf, had no 
rights over her children, and must bend and bear 
the yoke of bondage. She told her husband; 
they wept at their helplessness; and he said. 
Take the child to the vaccination-station to- 
morrow. 

She did so ; but the doctor refused to vacci- 
nate the child, and said she must carry it to 
Ledbury, nine miles off; and the woman preg- 
nant! She went back and told her husband. 
He said. Then it shall no^ be vaccinated, come 
what wiU, come what may ! 

So this woman Kyrle may carry out her 
threats ; but if she does, the world shall know 
it. She has yet to learn that the God of heaven 
and earth is a God of retribution, defending the 
poor, and humbling the tyrants who oppress 
them. She may yet learn that in trampling on 
a mother's feelings and trying to uproot a father's 
right, she is only preparing a curse for her own 
children. William Gibson Ward. 



Home Bule in Vaccination. — Dr. Ballard at 
the Conference on Animal Vaccination disowned 
any responsibility on the part of the Local 
Government Board for the action of the Irish 
Board in forbidding the inoculation of a calf 
with small-pox at Galway in order to raise a 
stock of lymph for vaccination, on the ground 
that such lymph would diffuse instead of prevent 
small-pox. Dr. Cameron thereon observed, " I 
was not aware that Home Bule had been estab- 
lished in the matter of vaccination." 



Db. Alfred Carpenter, of Croydon, is an 
amusing character. He thinks anti-vacccinators 
fools because they do not know that vaccine is 
vegetable and not animal matter, and can there- 
fore do no possible harm. At the Calf-Lymphers 
Conference he repeated his short and easy way 
with anti- vaccinators. He would not fine them : 
he would order the police to seize their infants, 
and have them vaccinated in spite of their silly 
parents. He forgets that such policy would 
result in frequent cases of justifiable homicide, 
and public vaccinators might provide themselves 
with oofi&ns in advance. 



New York " Herald of Health." — Our read- 
ers who wish to see what is doing in hygiene in 
America cannot do better than subscribe for this 
excellent monthly at 5s. per an., published at 
15 Laight St., N.Y. The editor. Dr. Holbrook, 
is an opponent of vaccination, and will report 
upon the anti-vaccination movement recently 
inaugurated in the United States. We look for 
news of the New York Anti- Vaccination League. 



Medical Obscurantism. — We have been ad- 
vertising the Inquireria several London journals, 
and it has been instructive to observe the sus- 
picion with which our announcement has been 
regarded as something dangerous or treasonable. 
The British Medical Journal has declined its 
insertion, lest, we suppose, the faith of the 
British Medical Association should suffer injury. 
It might have been conjectured that those who 
thrive by vaccination would be robust enough 
to endure criticism, but experience is always 
correcting conjecture. 



Wilson and Cavendish. — The Shipley and 
Saltaire Anti- Vaccination Society have had an 
interview with Sir Matthew Wilson and Lord 
Frederick Cavendish. Both M.P.'s professed 
their willingness to vote for option as to the use 
of calf-lymph — so ready are men to accept any- 
thing on a show of authority. It is questionable 
whether calf-lymph from cow-pox is not a phrase 
for the non-existent ! Sir Matthew Wilson said 
it was seventy-seven years since he was vaccina- 
ted, and he had never had small-pox. According 
to the re-vaccinators, he has been living for 
seventy years wholly unprotected — and the old 
gentleman does not know it ! 



The Nurse Fable.— Dr. Collins was rudely 
contradicted at the Calf Lymph Conference 
when he stated that the nurses at small-pox 
hospitals frequently entered as patients. It is 
conveniently forgotten that when the late Mr. 
Marson, resident medical officer at the Highgate 
SmaU-pox Hospital, was before the Select Com- 
mittee of 1871, he told them, in answer to Ques- 
tion 4226, "We never had so many employed 
as nurses as we have at this time who came in 
OA patients J for in consequence of the want of 
nurses at other large hospitals, we have not had 
the faciHty of getting nurses, and we have em- 
ployed those who have come in €U patiente and 
who a/re ivilling to stay" He also stated th ft^ 
his head nxurse was a retained small-pox patient. 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XI. 

jbnmeb's earlibb teabs. 

Thk competent biographer, it is said, nrnst be an 
**^'^^^ii:^er of his subject, for only so far as we 
^ynapathise can we understand. Tout compren- 
™^ Cest tout pardonner. But I neither propose 
**^ ^^rtt« a Life of Jenner, nor do I believe it 
®®®^xxtial to inflight or justice to admire or sjTnpa- 
^*^®^ 'Where we are compelled to reprobate. In 
®i:xner*8 case, however, we have to deal with a 
'^^^^ie rather than with a vigorous personification 
©'VTl^ gQ that it would be mere waste of energy 
^ attack him in force. It was his fate to have 
*i«.ppy (or unhappy) thought, adapted to tlio 
^**^^otup and practice of Ins time, which was im- 
r^^^^«ttely caught up and carried to world-wide 
In himself, he was as ordinary a char- 
as was ever thrust into greatness. For the 
of his thought, many of his contempo- 
s were equally responsible with himself — 
, indeed, much more blameworthy. With 
^^^p Butler we may ask, "Why may not 
loommunities be seized with fits of insanity, 
ell as individuals?** and with him aver, 
'^thiog but this can account for a great part 
'bat we read in history.** The common 
passes at times into unwholesome condi- 
^ wherein the awful words of Paul stand 
"For this cause shall God send them a 
g delusion, that they should beheve a lie." 
^^ward Jenner, the son of a clergyman, was 
at the vioarage, Berkeley, Gloucestershire, 
rth liayy 1749. After the usual education 
jouth of bis olass, he was apprenticed to 
^MjoSLaWi ftBOXgeon and apothecary, of Sod- 
'» imx Bristol; and on the completion of his 




time, 1770, was sent to London, where he resided 
for two years with Dr. John Hunter, who was 
glad in those days (he was then 42) to increase 
his means for scientific inquiry by the reception 
of pupils. He cared much more for his mena- 
gerie at Brompton than for patients, and utilised 
liis pupils as assistants in his researches. Gap- 
tain Cook returned from his first voyage of dis- 
covery, 1771, and his collection of specimens of 
natural history was assigned to Hunter for ar- 
rangement, who set Jenner to work upon them ; 
and, it is said, he did his duty so well that he 
was offered the appointment of naturalist in 
Cook's next expedition. Jenner was, however, 
eager to commence business as coimtry surgeon, 
and in 1772, at the age of 28, he returned to his 
native vale, legally qualified by his experience 
at Sodbury, and his two years with Hunter, to 
practise at discretion on the good folk at Berkeley. 
It may be said that Jenner's was a poor sort 
of training for a medical man, but it is to be 
questioned if he lost much by his ignorance ; for 
a century ago medical knowledge was chiefly 
absurdity, and practice chiefly mischief, and he 
did best who knew least, and stood most fre- 
quently helpless in the presence of Nature. Sir 
Benjajnin Brodie relates how he served when a 
young man with a general practitioner near 
Leicester Square whose *' treatment of disease 
seemed to be very simple. He had in his shop 
five large bottles, which were labelled Mutwra 
Salina, Mistura Cathartica^ Mistura Astrin- 
gens, Mistura Cinchona, and another, of which 
I forget the name, but it was some kind of white 
emulsion for coughs ; and it seemed to me that 
out of these five bottles he prescribed for two- 
thirds of his patients. I do not, however, set 
this down to his discredit ; for I have observed 
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that while yonng members of the medical pro- 
fession generally deal in a great variety of reme- 
dies, they coDamonly discard the greater number 
of them as they grow older, until at last their 
treatment of diseases becomes almost as simple 
as that of my ^sculapius of Little Newport 
Street." 

Hunter's name is often used as a sort of con- 
secration of Jenner, but for no obvious reason. 
Hunter confirmed, if he did not beget in Jenner 
a strong liking for natural history ; and when 
Jenner was settled in the country, he often 
availed himself of his services as observer and 
collector, writing to him for information about 
the habits of the cuckoo, the breeding of toads 
and frogs, and the sexes of eels; for cuckoos' 
stomachs, crows and magpies' nests, for bats, 
hedgehogs, blackbirds, lizards, hares, and fossils ; 
for a cock salmon, for salmon spawn and fry, for 
a large porpoise, "for love or money;" for the 
arm of a certain patient when he dies ; suggesting 
horrible experiments on hedgehogs, bats, and 
dogs, and describing one of special atrocity upon 
an ass. The most serious proposition in their 
correspondence was that Jenner should come to 
London as a teacher of natural history, but 
Hunter threw out the suggestion with hesitation, 
and no urgency, whilst the qualification for the 
appointment was 1000 guineas down. Jenner 
had improved, or supposed he had improved, the 
preparation of tartar emetic, and Hunter wrote — 

" Dear Jenner, — I am pufl&ng off your tartar 
as the tartar of all tartars^ and have given it to 
several physicians to make trial of, but as yet 
have had no account of their success. Had you 
not better let a bookseller have it to sell, as 
Glass of Oxford did his magnesia? Let it bo 
called Jenner's Tartar Emetic, or anybody's else 
you please." 

Hunter died in 1798, and there is no evidence 
that Jenner submitted to his judgment the ques- 
tion of vaccination, if even we allow that anterior 
to that date the project had occurred to Jenner 
himself. It is said that he had mentioned to 
Hunter that country folk believed that to catch 
cow-pox was to be secure from smaU-pox, and 
that Hunter repeated the fact in his conversation 
and lectures ; but it is odd that there is no refer- 
ence to the matter in Hunter's correspondence. 
If Hunter had been consulted, it is probable he 
would have exhibited little favour for the pro- 
ject ; for in his opinion — 

" The introduction by inoculation of mineral 
or vegetable poisons into the blood is hazardous, 
and in certain quantities may be destructive; 
but the introdnotion of aninaal products from 



another living body, be it man, cow, or as8, is 
infinitely more pernicious, because allied to the 
blood in being vitalised." 

It is the habit of Jenner's admirers to repre- 
sent him as a patient investigator through many 
years, to whom a great thought dawned in boy- 
hood, which was brought forth in the maturity 
of life. In conformity with the legend, it is 
related that when an apprentice at Sodbnry, a 
young woman came to his master's surgeiy, and 
small-pox being mentioned, she said, " I cannot 
take that disease, for I have had cow-pox ;" and 
that her observation was thenceforth pondered 
in his heart ; whereon Dr. Baron, his biographer, 
extatically laimches forth — 

" Newton had unfolded his doctrine of light 
and colours before he was twenty : Bacon wrote 
his Temporia Pwrtus Maximus before he at- 
tained that age : Montesquieu had sketched his 
Spirit of Laws at an equally early period of life : 
and Jenner, when he was stiU yoimger, contem- 
plated the possibility of removing from among 
the list of human diseases one of the most mortal 
that ever scourged our race. The hope of doing 
this great good never deserted him, though he 
met with many discouragements; his notions 
having been treated with scorn and ridicule by 
some, and with indifference by almost alL" 

Against such a paragraph we may safely 
write. Sheer romance ! Jenner was by no means 
reticent, and that small-pox with its cure was 
for any length of time the burden of his soul, 
nowhere appears. The romance was invented 
after date in order to make much of little, and 
to justify payment in cash and reputation. For, 
taking Vaccination at the utmost, it was a slight 
advance upon existent knowledge and practice. 
In the first place, it was the notorious belief of 
many in dairy districts, that to contract cow-pox 
in milking was equivalent to small-pox in averting 
a subsequent attack of smaU-pox. In the second 
place, inoculation with small-pox was the custom 
of the time; and if infection with cow-pox 
prevented small-pox, why should not inoculatioQ 
with cow-pox do so as effectually as inoculation 
with small-pox? The intelligence requisite to 
reach a conclusion so obvious was not great, and 
therefore it was no cause for surprise that when 
Jenner's claim as originator of Vaccination was 
brought forward, his priority should be disputed 
from several quarters ; as by Benjamin Jesty of 
Yotminster, who inoculated his wife and sons 
with cow-pox in 1774, by Nash of Shaftesbuxy, 
Mrs. Bendall, and others. Jenner was not 
insensible to the force of these claims, but, aa 
we shall see, evaded them under the plea thai 
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there was cow-pox and cow-pox, and that he 

alone had discovered and defined the right sort, 

and the time at which the virus was effective — 

a limited and fair claim, but how far true, and 

Ixow fajc recognised as true at this day, we shall 

in due course ascertain. What I wish now to 

znake clear is, that the question of priority as to 

xxiocnlation with cow-pox was essentially trivial, 

^nd however decided can neither make nor mar 

Jenner, nor any one else, and need give us no 

<^oncem. 

In parts of Holstein, too, cow-pox was ro- 
^^^arded as good against small-pox, and on more 
-^iVm-Tt one occasion was dehberately employed for 
purpose. Plett, a village schoolmaster, near 
iel, inoculated three children with the disease 
1791, who were afterwards credited with 
idng variolous infection in consequence of 
eir vaccination.'^' 

How thoroughly the asserted prophylactic 

of cow-pox was known, Jenner himself 

as accustomed to bear witness. He was a 

ember of two clubs, the Medico- Convivial 

hich met at Bodborough, and the Gonvivio- 

edical which met at Alveston ; and he used to 

cow-pox so persistently under discussion, 

, he said, he was threatened with expulsion 

lie did not desist. *' We know,*' said the jolly 

<^ctors, "that an attack of cow-pox is reputed 

prevent small-pox, but we know that it does 

ot, and that should end the matter." f 

In pursuance of the tactics that would repre- 
nt Vaccination as the outcome of the labour 
many years, we have the following extra- 
c»r*dinary narrative from Baron, Jenner's bio- 




** It was not till 17S0 that Jenner was enabled, 
after much study and inquiry, to unravel many 
of the perplexing obscurities and contradictions 
with which the question of cow-pox was 
enveloped, and which had impressed those who 
knew the traditions of the country with the 
opinion that it defied all accurate and satisfactory 
elucidation. In the month of May of the year 
just mentioned, 1780, he first disclosed his hopee 
and his fears, respecting the great object of his 
pursuit, to his friend Edward Gardner. By this 
time JerMier*9 mind had caught a glimpse of 
the reputation which a/waited hiniy but it was 
still clouded by doubts and difficulties. He then 
seemed to feel that it might, in God's good 
jrovidenoe, he hia lot to stand between the living 
<md the dead^ and. that through him a plague 



• afanon'f Paptn vn VaeeinaHon^ p. xiL 
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might be stayed. On the other side, the dread 
of disappointment, and the probability of failing 
to accomplish bis purpose, restrained that 
eagerness which otherwise would have prompted 
him prematurely to publish the result of his 
inquiries, and thereby, probably, by convey- 
ing insufficient knowledge, blight forever his 
favourite hope." '•' 

Many are the marvellous relations in ancient 
and modem history, but in all the records of the 
supernatural it is questionable if there be any- 
thing to match the preceding. Painters are 
fond of depicting the runaway apprentice listen- 
ing on Highgate to the bells as they pealed, 
" Turn again Whittington, twice Lord Mayor of 
London," but they might find a finer subject in 
the young Gloucestershire surgeon, aged 81, 
(habitod "in blue coat and yellow buttons, 
buckskins, well polished jockey boots with hand- 
some silver spurs, a smart whip with silver 
handle, and hair done up in a club under a 
broad-brimmed hat ")-|- with eye fixed in vision, 
contemplating his glorious destiny, through 
clouds of doubt and difficulty, full twenty years 
ahead ; standing like another Aaron, censer in 
hand, between the Hving and the dead until the 
plague was stayed I Verily, we do not see 
miracles, because we do not choose to see them. 

But the chapter of the wonderful is not ex- 
hausted; yet greater things remain. Says 
Baron, and recollect the year was 1780 and 
Jenner aged 81 — 

"Jenner was riding with Gardner, on the 
road between Gloucester and Bristol, near 
Newport, when the conversation passed of which 
I have made mention. He went over the nat- 
ural histcHry of cow-pox ; stated his opinion as to 
the origin of this affection from the heel of the 
horse ; specified the different sorts of disease 
which attacked the milkers when they handled 
infected cows; dwelt upon the variety which 
afforded protection against small-pox ; and with 
deep and anxious emotion mentioned his hope 
of being able to propagate that variety from one 
human being to another, till he had dissemina- 
ted the practice all over the globe, to the total 
extinction of small-pox" — 

Which is to say, that in 1780, Jenner, aged 
81, had arrived at the conclusions which he 
offered to the world in 1798 at the mature age 
of 49 ; and in the meanwhile that he allowed 
mankind to perish from small-pox,' he having 
their salvation in his hands I 



* Baron's L^e ofJenntr^ Vol. I. 
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The miraonlons conversation, says Baron, was 
oonoladed by Jenner in words to the following 
effect — 

*' Gardner, I have entrusted a most important 
matter to you, which I firmly believe will prove 
of essential benefit to the human race. I know 
you, and should not wish what I have stated to 
be brought into conversation ; for should any- 
thing untoward turn up in my experiments I 
should be made, particularly by my medical 
brethren, the subject of ridicule — for I am the 
mark they all shoot at." * 

Gardner, Jenner's Mend, who played the part 
of alter ego in the asseveration of an early date 
for Vaccination, was a wine and spirit merchant. 
Charity beUeveth all things, but even charity 
would exhibit a sceptical countenance when 
what it is a man's interest to prove and have 
placed to his credit, is in itself improbable ; 
which, if true, might be proved by documents 
and witnesses ; but which is merely supported 
by his own word and that of a friend. Let me 
repeat, there was never a vestige of evidence 
adduced for the revelations of 1780 beyond the 
bare assertion of Jenner and Gardner. 

The next date to which we come is 1787, in 
which year Jenner is represented as having 
taken his nephew, George, into the stable to look 
at a horse with diseased heels — 

"There," said he, pointing to the horse's 
heels, ** is the source of small-pox. I have much 
to say on that subject, which I hope in due time 
to give to the world."t 

Baron gives no authority for this anecdote, 
and, the chances are, it is ante-dated six or seven 
years. 

In 1788 Jenner married Catherine Eingscote ; 
and here we may note that in his social and 
domestic relations Jenner was a man of kindly 
disposition, intelligent, well informed, and fertile 
in suggestion, yet without much force or depth 
of character. He was, as the phrase ran, a good 
hand at a '* copy of verses," and one of these, 
* Signs of Bain," commencing — 

** The hollow winds begin to blow. 
The clouds look black, the glass is low " — 

has a place in nearly all poetical collections. In 
1792 he applied to the University of St. Andrews 
for the degree of Doctor of Physic. It cost 
Jenner £15, and nothing more. 

Hunter used to say to speculative pupils, 
•< Don't ihmk^hxii try; he patient, be accurate ;" 



• Bmoo*! L^ ^^fJetmer, Vol. I., pp. 127-1S9. 
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and Jenner, in relation to cow-pox, required the 
advice ; for, by his own account, he was content 
to think of cow-pox for at least a quarter of a 
century, whilst he knew by intuition its origin, 
powers, and future development without any 
trial. His first experiment was made in Nov., 
1789, upon his son Edward, his first-born, an 
infant of eighteen months. 

He was inoculated with cow-pox ? 

O, no! 

Then with grease from a horse's heels ? 

Not at all I 

With what then ? 

Why, with swine-pox ; and it answered ! 

The child sickened on the eighth day ; a £sw 
pustules appeared ; they were late and slow in 
their progress, and small, but they proved 
sufficient. The poor child was then put through 
the variolous test : not once or twice, but five or 
six times at various intervals, he was inoculated 
with small-pox without other obvious effect than 
local inflammation and erysipelas. Nothing 
claimed for cow-pox turned out more satisfiAO- 
torily than this experiment with swine-pox — if 
we may trust Jenner. 

Arguing from the records (and we have 
nothing else to argue from) it was not until 
about 1795 that Jenner turned his attention with 
any serious purpose to cow-pox. This Baron 
allows, saying — 

** Many years elapsed before Jenner had an 
opportunity of completing his projected experi- 
ments in Vaccination, and he encountered 
numerous difficulties in carrying on the pre- 
liminary part of his inquiry."* 

But Baron fails to specify what were the 
projected experiments, or the difficulties which 
hindered their performance. It is a common 
nuisance in " sympathetic " biographies to have 
unlimited drafts made upon one's credulity. 
The evidence of example would go to prove that 
Jenner placed his trust in swine-pox rather than 
cow-pox, at least so late as 1789. 

In April, 1795, a general inoculation took 
place at Berkeley on Dimsdale's plan, that is to 
say, all in the district who had not had small- 
pox were inoculated with the disease, so that 
they might sicken together and do no misohiel 
Among the Berkeleyans was one Joseph Meiret, 
who, in 1770, had attended horses with greasy - 
heels and at the same time milked cows and ^ 
from the cows had contracted cow-pox. Jenner*^ 
got hold of him on this occasion, and inoouUitedfl 
him repeatedly with small-pox, but with m 
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effect ; whence he concluded that the attack of 
cow-pox in 1770 had maintained Merret secure 
from small-pox for five-and-twenty years.'* * 

Jenner^s aim was now directed to demonstrate 
that the common faith in cow-pox as a defence 
against small-pox was well-founded ; and to do 
£0 it was necessary to clear away two objec- 
tions — 

FiBST, That some who had caught cow-pox 
liad subsequently suffered small-pox. 
To which he answered — 
Various eruptions occur on the teats of cows, 
-which are confounded with cow-pox, and infect 
-the milkers ; and these, I admit, do not protect 
:fix>m small-pox. 

In a letter to Edward Gardner in 1798 he 
xBmarked — 

** The true has many imitations by the false 
^DU the cow's udder and nipples ; and all is 
<;alled cow-pox whether on the cow or com- 
:xnunicated to the human." f 

Second, That some who had contracted true 
^isow-pox had nevertheless fallen victims to 
^nnall-pox. 

To which he answered — 
Admitted: but then the milker had not re- 
ceived infection from the cow at the proper 
"^^e, but at a stage of the eruption too early or 
^^00 late. The disorder caught at the right 
^^Knoment is an infallible preservative from small- 
:^K>x. 

If the reader will take the pains to set these 
"^points clearly before him, he will have the true 
^vneasure of Jenner's claim. It was a claim to 
'^^efine the truth there was in a popular behef — 
not to make an independent discovery. 
Jenner at this juncture would have been much 
disposed to stake his hope on the identifi- 
^3ation of horse-grease with cow-pox than upon 
le humbler definition of cow-pox. In this 
identification he appears to have been original, 
he strongly asserted his accuracy. Writing 
1794 he said— 
'* At our last meeting our friend treated my 
^3iflCovery of the origin of the cow-pox as 
^chimerical. Farther investigation has convinced 
of the truth of my assertion beyond the 
>ssibility of a denial." | 
Challenged to produce direct evidence that 
from the horse produced pox in the cow, 
le met with considerable difficulty, so that on 
Snd August, 1797, he had to write — 

"The simple experiment of applying the 
^3iatter from the heel of the horse, in its proper 

* Jfloner*! Inquiry, Oua» L, p. 9. 



state, to the nipples of the cows, when they are 
in a proper state to be infected by it, is not so 
easily made as at first sight may be imagined. 
After waiting with impatience for months in my 
own neighbourhood, without effect, I sent a 
messenger to Bristol, in vain, to procure the 
true virus. I even procured a young horse, 
kept him constantly in the stable, and fed him 
with beans in order to make his heels swell, but 
to no purpose."* 

In the matter of horse-grease, however, it is 
not to be forgotten, as Dr. Mason Good informs 
us, ** that for ages blacksmiths and farriers, who 
had been infected with grease, were considered 
as generally unsusceptible of variolous con- 
tagion."! Wherefore, to Jenner is not to be 
ascribed the discovery of horse-grease as good 
against small-pox; but merely that he held it 
to be the cause of cow-pox, and one with cow- 
pox, and thus endeavoured to unite the tradition 
of the stable with that of the dairy. 

It was not until 1796 that Jenner made any 
experiment with cow-pox — up to that date, 
whatever his visions, he was in Hunter's phrase 
a thinker, not a trier. On 14th May of that 
year, he took matter from the hand of Sarali 
Nelmes, who had been infected by her master^s 
cows, and inserted it by two incisions in the 
arms of James Phipps, a child of eight years of 
age. The boy went through the disease in a 
regular manner, and on the 1st July was inocu- 
lated with small-pox without effect, to Jenner's 
intense satisfaction. He conomunicated the 
event to Gardner in the following letter — 

" Berkeley, 19th July, 1796. 

** Deab Gardner, — As I promised to let you 
know how I proceeded in my inquiry into the 
nature of that singular disease the Cow-pox, 
and being fully satisfied how much you feel in- 
terested in its success, you will be gratified in 
hearing that I have at length accomplished 
what I have been so long waiting for, the pass- 
ing of the Vaccine Virus from one human being 
to another by the ordinary mode of inoculation. 

** A boy of the name of Phipps was inoculated 
in the arm from the pustule on the hand of a 
young woman who was infected by her master's 
cows. Having never seen the disease but in its 
casual way before, that is when communicated 
from the cow to the hand of the milker, I was 
astonished at the close resemblance of the pus- 
tules, in some of their stages to the variolouB 
pustules. 



* Baron's L^e of Jenner, Vol. i., p. 141. 
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** But now listen to the most delightful part 
of my story. The boy has since been inoculated 
for the small-pox, which, as I ventured to pre- 
dict, produced no effect. I shall now pursue 
my experiments with redoubled ardour.*'* 

But the experiments could not be pursued, 
for, from July, 1796 till the spring of 1798, 
Cow-pox disappeared from the dairies around 
Berkeley, and, as we have seen, horse-grease 
was also unattainable. Jeunor had, however, 
resolved on pubUcation. Life was advancing; 
he had made no mark in the world ; and, as he 
wrote to Gardner — 

" Added to all my other cares, I am touched 
hard with the reigning epidemic — Impecun- 
iosity." 

At first he proposed to embody his views in a 
paper for the Royal Society, but on second 
thoughts determined to issue a pamphlet. 
Having read Ids manuscript to Dr. Worthington, 
Mr. Paytherus, and Mr. H. Hicks, assembled 
roimd tiie table of Mr. Thomas Westfaling, at 
Rudhall, near Ross, Herefordshire, and having 
secured their approval, the matter was put to 
press, and about the end of June, 1798, 
appeared — 

An Inquiry 

Into the Causes cmd Effects of 

The Variolce Vaccince, 

a Disease discovered in 

Some oj tJie Western Counties of England^ 

Particularly Gloucestershire, 

and known by the name of 

The Cow Pox-— 

a pamphlet of 70 pages quarto, dedicated to Dr. 

Parry of Bath. 

Into the character and scope of this Inquiry 
we shall now inquire. 



JOSEPH COWEN, M.P. 

Mb. Joseph Cowbn, M.P. for Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, having been written to by Mr. Edmund 
Procter, one of his constituents, asking biTn to 
preside at an anti- vaccination meeting, repHed 
that he was so overwhelmed with engagements 
it was quite impossible for him to accede to the 
request. ** If I had been at Uberty I would have 
had no objection whatever to have presided at 
a meeting such as you invite me to, as I should 
like to hear the case against the vaccination 
laws fully stated. Your agitation against the 
compulsory law has my entire sympathy. — 
Yours truly, Joseph Cowen." 



* Buon'f Hfe tfJetuwr, Vol. L, p. 187. 



ANTI-VACCINATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA. 

NOTES OP A RECENT TOUB. 

By William Tebb. 
(Conclusion.) 

CUAFTBR HI.— OrguiiBation of the Pint Anti-VacdiiAtMUi 
League in America— The Daily Graphic's Intenriewer— 
Humble bctriniiiug of a Great Beform— Dr. Alexander 
Wilder'8 Inaugural Address— Half the American Physi- 
cians deny the efficacy of Vacdni^on — Dr. Qimn't 
Opinion— Report of the Proceedings— Public Opinion and 
the American Press— The Difficulties to be encountered. 

The most interesting experience connected with 
my recent visit to the United States was the 
organisation of the first Anti- Vaccination League 
in America, the first meeting of which was held 
on the 10th of October, the day previous to my 
departure. 

For some time, Dr. Bobert A. Gunn and Dr. 
Alexander Wilder have been anxious to unite 
the scattered opposition to the popular practice, 
and initiate an organised opposition to Vaooina- 
tion. In a letter to myself, dated Newark, 
N.J., Dr. Wilder says — "We have sometimes 
thought of having an organisation here, but so 
far * madness rules the hour,* yet vaccinia must 
follow venesection to their native Tartarus and 
Tartary." I took several opportunities of 
urging the importance of this course with Dr. 
Wilder and others, but I had no idea that I 
should be permitted to witness the fait ac- 
compli. On the evening of the 9th October, I 
was agreeably surprised by the receipt of a post 
card inviting me to attend a meeting on the 
following (Friday) evening, at 8 o'clock, to 
organise an Anti- Vaccination League, in the 
Lecture Hall of the United States Medioal 
College, Thirteenth Street, New York. The 
previous afternoon, one of the writers of the 
New York Graphic had " interviewed " me as to 
my opinion on the Vaccination question in the 
American fashion, a report of which appeared 
the following morning under the extraordinary 
heading of " A persistent Persecutor of Vaccina- 
tion persistently prosecuted," and in this report 
the meeting of the League was announced. 
The Graphic is an illustrated evening paper* 
and as the meeting was convened for the same 
evening as that on which the announcement 
appeared, there was but httle opportunity for 
it to have come before the notice of persons 
interested in the subject. 

On Friday Dr. Wilder called at my hotel, a 
httle before seven, and brought, to discuss with 
me, a draft of the Constitution and Bye-Laws^ 
which he proposed to submit to the meeting 
for approval The articles were few and oon- 
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rise, admirably drawn up, and were afterwards 
adopted by the meeting with scarcely an altera- 
tion. At half-past seven, accompanied by my 
esteemed Mend, the venerable John M. Spear, 
who has spent half a century in prison, social, 
and other reforms, we set out by the favourite 
transatlantic mode of conveyance — the street 
cars — and, at eight o'clock, found ourselves in 
£ront of the building of the Medical Associa- 
tion, where our meeting was to be held. On 
our arrival, I saw before me a spacious hall 
crowded to suffocation — the windows of which 
'^vere opened, to famish the ventilation neces- 
sary for such a large assemblage. This was a 
J:&opeful sign, and I thought that in America at 
£kiiy rate this question will receive the attention 
I'ft deserves. Very soon I was undeceived, as I 
^iliscovered that this crowd had come to hear a 
f>opular orator hold forth on a popular subject. 
Hall of the Medical Association was situ- 
ted on the second floor of the same building, 
11 reaching which the doctor recognised a few 
amest sympathisers with the object we had in 
ew, some of whom had come long distances 
order to be present. I was reminded of 
some of the earher meetings of the An ti- Slavery 
Society in America and of the Anti-Corn Law 
eague in England. This was the humble 
eginning of a great movement, destined to 
nd in the abohtion of a medical practice more 
ijurious than venesection (which was practi^d 
Europe for three centuries), and scarcely less 
sktal than inoculation, now a penal offence, 
ts object is the emancipation of the Ameri- 
an people from a medical despotism which, by 
nforcing a medical theory, usurps parental 
[hts and deprives the most thoughtful and 
telligent parents, who object to Vaccination of 
~lie use of the public schools for their children, 
hich the State compels them to support — 
edical interference being carried so far in some 
tates of America, that the children are vacci- 
ted at school, contrary to the wish and with- 
out the knowledge of the parents. 
Amongst those present at the meeting were 
r. Alexander Wilder, Professor R. A. Gunn, 
J. E. Briggs, Dr. M. L. Holbrook, Dr. 
omas A. Granger, Mr. John M. Spear, Mr. 
. "W. Nickles, and Mr. Ormsby. Dr. Wilder 
as called to the chair, and deUvered an admir- 
ble inaugural address on the Vaccination 
aestion. He had always been opposed to the 
I^^x>pular practice. It was, he argued, ill sense 
"^^-o attempt to prevent one disease by imposing 
*^iiu(lmi, and when the integrity of the constitu- 
18 onoe invaded, it becomes more liable to 








take on other diseases, even small-pox itself. 
In those parts of America where there is most 
vaccination, consumption is most prevalent. 
As to its being a prophylactic against small-pox, 
the idea is preposterous ; the experience of all 
nations is against it, and its uselessness was 
confii-med by his own personal observations. 

At tlie close of the Chairman's address (which 
I am Sony to find has been so imperfectly re- 
ported), he called upon me to address the 
meeting, which I did at some length. I men- 
tioned the particular circumsiance that first 
directed my attention to the subject. My wife 
took my second daughter to a well-known 
physician in London, the first attempt to vacci- 
nate her having failed. The doctor said, 
** Madam, I would advise you not to have this 
child vaccinated; it will not prevent small-pox, 
and may do the child an injury;" from which 
I concluded that the Faculty knew more about 
Vaccination than they usually chose to reveal, 
which incited me to further inquiry. The result 
was in my case, as in every other where the 
inquirer possesses the courage of his convictions, 
that no more Vaccination was done in my 
family. When my third daughter, Beatrice, was 
bom, the Vaccination Officer in due course sent 
his notices and made his appearance, followed by 
the intrusion of the poUceman, serving in succes- 
sion thirteen summonses; my oft-repeated ap- 
pearance at the Pohce Court in company with 
thieves, wife-beaters, garrotters, drunkards, 
and disturbers of Her Majesty's peace, to defend 
my child from the empoisoned lancet of the 
Vaccinator ; giving some particulars of my fruit- 
less appeal to the High Court of Judicature, and 
of the atrocious doctrine enunciated by the daily 
press, that every mivaccinated baby is a per- 
petual nuisance. In spite of aU, the child still 
remained unvaccinated, and the authorities 
abandoned their harassing and tyrannical per- 
secution after four years of persistency. With 
myself and others who are able to pay the fines 
and costs, the law can only worry and torment ; 
but with the poor, the case is different. A poor 
man is fined, and if the fine is not paid forth- 
with, he is imprisoned, and, while imprisoned, 
his Wife and children are sometimes compelled 
to go to the workhouse, and the children are 
there vaccinated by force. Washington Nye, of 
Chatham, has undergone imprisonment nine 
times, because (having had two children slain 
by Vaccination) he refused to yield his other 
children to the like deadly risk. I quoted the 
the Begistrar-General*s Returns demonstrating 
the increase of smaU-pox with the enforcement 
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of Vaccination, and showed from the Parha- 
mentary Return (No. 433, Session 1877), en- 
titled "Vaccination Mortality," that 26,000 
children were annually slaughtered by diseases 
induced or excited by Vaccination. I gave 
some information as to the progress of the Anti- 
Vaccination movement in England, alluding to 
the two organs, the Vaccination Inquirer and 
Anti-Compulsory Vaccination Reporter, with 
the vast literature on the subject (which Mr. 
Gladstone said ** made the tables of hon. mem- 
bers groan under its weight "), and paid a warm 
tribute of praise to the earnest men and noble 
women who, amidst the slanders of the press 
and the vituperation of the medical profession 
(whose reputation and interests they were 
accused of assailing), concluded by congratulat- 
ing the friends in New York, and America gen- 
erally, on the initiation of a practical movement 
against the disease-engendering superstition. I 
ventured to hope the organisation would, by 
means of tracts, lectures, and discussion, soon 
create a pubUc sentiment strong enough to obtain 
the repeal of all bye-laws relating to Compulsory 
Vaccination enacted by the State Legislatures 
and Boards of Health throughout the Repubhc. 
The movement would be hailed with dehght in 
England, and would animate and afford moral 
support to the thousands who were there suffering 
under the cruel and wicked Vaccination tyranny. 
Professor Robt. A. Gunn said that the bovine 
virus in use in the United States had not the 
sUghtest effect in arresting or mitigating small- 
pox. Just previous to the serious epidemic of 
1874, the New York Board of Health issued a 
report stating that New York was perfectly 
vaccinated, and smaU-pox destroyed. The epi- 
demic of 1872, which for a time carried off 300 
per week from New York City alone, furnished 
the New York Medical Times with an extraordi- 
nary argument in favour of frequent Vaccination. 
Referring to the report of the Small-Pox Hos- 
pital on Blackwell*s Island, it said — *' One of 
the most interesting facts brought out by the 
hospital oases is the value of Vaccination as a 
preventive. The Vaccination of childhood is of 
no value unless repeated at intervals of three 
years. This is proved by the fact that all, or 
nearly ail, the cases have good pock marks^ 

A report of the meeting appeared in the New 
York 8tm for the 11th October, which was 
transferred to the November Vaccination In- 
quirer. The reporter has credited me with 
saying that* Mr. John Bright, Mr. Gladstone 

^ Th« mistake origiDfttad in the Oraphieft reporter having 
■een the utteranoee of these eminent Statesmen in a tract 



and Mr. W. E. Forster were opposed to Vac- 
cination. This is an error. Mr. Bright has 
expressed himself in the strongest manner 
against the ** monstrous *' tyranny of the Vac- 
cination Acts, and Mr. Gladstone has spoken 
energetically against the cumulative penalties 
in those Acts, and reprobated the silence of the 
press as to aU pubhc utterances and official 
documents opposed to Vaccination, but they have 
gone no farther. 

The day following the publication of the pro- 
ceedings of the League, the New York journals 
sent a corps of reporters in quest of the officers 
of the new organisation, to obtain further infor- 
mation as to its aims and objects. One medical 
opponent of Vaccination was occupied the 
greater part of a day with these persevering 
interviewers. Letters have been received from 
various sections of the United States, asking for 
tracts and pubUcations, and for the address of 
the Secretary of the League (Mr. J. R. Nickles, 
697 Broadway, New York). I have before me 
a letter from Alameda, California, the writer of 
which says one of his children has been injured 
by Vaccination, and he knows of two other cases, 
in one of which the child died through the 
operation — the doctor making the very rare 
confession that the child ^* died from the effects 
of impure virus." He vows that, if blessed with 
more children, none shall ever be vaccinated, 
and concludes by asking for information, that 
" I may talk understandingly to my friends.** 
Numerous papers, containing accounts of the 
League, and copies of the Graphic's interview 
with myself, with editorial comments and letters 
from correspondents on the subject, have come 
to hand from all sections of the country between 
Massachusetts in the North, and Louisiana in 
the South, including the chief cities of these 
widely separated States. It is to be hoped, 
says one editor, " that similar leagues may be 
formed all over the country.** Another widely- 
circulating journal gives a leading article of a 
column and a half against Vaccination. The 
scientific papers are about equally divided in 
their opinions. The Scientific American of 
November 15th says — " The coming of an 
English gentleman with a craze against Vac- 
cination has been made the occasion of an 
attempt to stir up opposition to the practices of 
our American physicians and Boards of Health. 
By parading a protentous array of figores to 



which I lent him» and hastily concluded that thej 
opposed to Vaccination altogether. This error was oopisd 
by the Sun*s reporter from the Qntphic, and not fhm mg 
observations. 
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flhow that Yaocination does not prevent small- 
pox, and does entail a vast amount of disease 
through blood contamination, not a little feeling 
has been aroused.** The writer goes on to say 
" that, owing to the radically different methods 
of obtaining and nsing vaooine vims here and 
in Enrope, no argument based on European 
results can have any application here," and 
warns the American newspapers against lending 
themselves to the propagation of Anti- Vaccina- 
tion nonsense. The Scientific News takes a 
more reasonable view, and deferentially asks 
the American doctors, in view of the vast array 
of statistics quoted against Vaccination, *'to 
look into the matter if only for the sake of the 
little ones.** The medical journals, like the 
Ephesian silver-smiths of old, have taken the 
alarm, and with the exception of the New York 
Medical Tribune (which has a long and favour- 
able account of the League and its object), 
are as bitterly hostile to the movement, as the 
BritUh Medical Jov/mal and Lancet on this 
side. The New YorJc Medical Journal is con- 
fident that **the League shall be short-lived.** 
The Philadelphia Medical Reporter called at- 
tention to the League with the remark that ** the 
fools are not all dead." '* He, the editor, ought 
to know,*' says a correspondent, '*as he feels 
liis own pulse and looks in the glass regularly.*' 
The League has started well, and every 
opponent of Vaccination in England — and they 
are legion — ^will wish it God-speed. It is, indeed, 
encouraging to vituperated, persecuted, and 
liarassed anti-vaccinators on this side the At- 
lantic, to have the moral support of those who 
liave witnessed the mischief induced by medical 
1}lood-poisoning on the other. Here the oppo 
sition began amongst the parents of the poorest 
class, who were the first to perceive the dire 
iresults of Vaccination on the bodies of their 
offspring. In the United States and in Canada, 
"the crusade is eonomenced by medical men who 
Iiave had ample opportunity in both private and 
hospital practice of observing the wrecked con- 
stitutions produced by the disease-engendering 
rite. Dr. Coderre, the leader of the anti-vac- 
dnation movement in Montreal, has had thirty 
years experience as physician at the Hotel Dieu, 
Montreal. The Committee of the New York 
League is composed of members of the same 
profession. The Chairman is co-editor of the 
MediciU Trihu/nCj and Lecturer at the United 
States Medical College. Medical men in all 
parts of the country have expressed their sym- 
pathy with the movem^it, and are prepared to 
support it. This is enoouraging but I would 



not have the League underestimate the strength 
of the opposition. There are thousands of the 
ot*thodox school of practitioners who, like their 
brethren in England, think it sacrilege to touch 
the Jennerian ark, rotten though its timbers be ; 
and as the League puts into circulation its tracts 
and manifestoes, and sends forth its lecturers to 
enlighten the publip mind, they must be pre- 
pared to submit to the reproaches and slanders, 
and, it may be, to proscription and persecution, 
which is the heritage of all who attack powerful 
vested interests. In this country, as every 
defender of Vaccination knows, there are able 
writers, eloquent lecturers, and clear-headed 
statists by the score, ready and eager to assail 
and expose all the false statistics, cooked hos- 
pital reports and misleading statements made 
by the doctors to bolster up the Vaccination im- 
posture, and a similar array of force will, no 
doubt, soon be at the disposal of the American 
League to carry on the important work they 
liave undertaken. If Vaccination had any sci- 
entific basis of truth, no compulsory enactments 
would be needed to compel its adoption. True 
hygiene conomends itself to the judgment of 
reasonable men by its own inherent persuasive- 
ness. False pathology alone needs the ma- 
chinery of the law, the exclusion from the 
privileges of public schools, and inquisitorial 
house - to - house visitation, to uphold it in 
America; and in England, ruinous fines and 
costs, the policeman and the prison. Such a 
system is condenmed already. 



Mr. Bobebt Ceelt, of Aylesbury, stoutly 
maintains that he is misrepresented by Sir 
Thomas Watson as to the manner in which he 
took small-pox from cows as cow-pox. He 
writes — **I beg to assure Sir Thomas Watson 
that no such egregious blunder was then and 
there conmiitted as he states and apprehends. 
On the contrary, such abortive pimples as he 
describes, when they did occur, were left un- 
touched, being deemed a fEulure in the opera- 
tion. It was only when decided vesicles 
appeared, exhibiting the normal type of those 
casually developed in the animal, that lymph 
could be or was abstracted. This lymph, when 
transferred to the human subject, exhibited all 
the phenomena in its course and effect of that 
obtained from the casual vesicles of the disease 
now so rarely met with. It proved to be as 
active as any piiuGiary lymph I had ever seen, 
and was unattended by any abnormal secondary 
eruptions. And no proof to the contrary has 
ever been produced, or ever will be.** 
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THE CALF LYMPHERS' CONFERENCE. 
The Conference on Animal Yacoination has 
been of signal advantage to the truth we seek to 
promote. The Chairman, Mr. Ernest Hart, in 
snmming np, observed that '* the result of the 
Conference has been to show unmistakeably how 
strongly the feeling of the leading authorities of 
the profession is in favour of some means of 
recourse to animal vaccination ; and it will be 
for the parliamentary committee to consider in 
what way this evident feeling of the profession 
can be best furthered." It is difficult to under- 
stand how he reaches this conclusion, for there 
was nothing so apparent throughout the Con- 
ference as the hopeless divergence of opinion 
(save as to any tolerance of resistance to vaccina- 
tion), and the utter inability of the Calf Lymphers 
to make good their contention. Indeed, consider- 
ing their assumption, nothing could be more 
contemptible than their evidence. As for proof 
that calf-lymph was more effective than other 
lymph in averting smaU-pox, none was attempted, 
nor apparently supposed requisite ; all was bare 
assertion and audacity. Not to mince matters, 
we may at once say plainly, the Calf Lymphers 
are amateurs, and have to learn the rudiments 
of their business. We have good reason to sus- 
pect that even Sir Thomas Watson did not know 
what was the origin of the lymph in common 
use when the Conference began ; and certainly 
he and many other Calf Lymphers would stand 
bewildered if required to define the source and 
differentia of the virus they so recklessly recom- 
mend. We listened to every speech at the three 
meetings, and the experience and authority of 
the Conference were to our mind unquestionably 
on the side of the existing practice. All practi- 
cally conversant with the art and mystery of 
vaccination, admitted that lymph from the cow 
was derived from pox on the man, and that any- 
thing better or more effective was unattainable. 
In this contention, we re-assert, lay the real 
strength of the Conference, against which it is 
idle to set the names of men, who whatever 
their other distinctions, are novices as concerns 
vaccination. The policy of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, as represented by Dr. Stevens and 
Dr. Ballard, in the discussion was eminently 
judeeshus, as Sir Pertinax Macsycophant would 
say. For the moment the Calf Lymphers have 
the ear of the public and the press, and it would 
imperil the safety of the vaccinator's oraft to 
offer open resistance ; wherefore they assume to 
yield whilst all the while damning with fiEdnt 
praise. The present system of vaccination, they 
say, is faultless, so feur as an3rthing human ean 



be faultless, but there is no harm in animal 
vaccination. It appears to be a popular fetd, 
and if the public persist in crying for it, the 
Government will consider whether they cannot 
be satisfied. Tins, we take it, is the sum of con- 
cession offered by the Local Government Board, 
wherein nothing of good- will can be discerned 
to Dr. Cameron's Bill, but a settled purpose to 
make an end of it unless popular pressure prove 
too strong. 

Mr. Thomas Baker attempted to speak at the 
third meeting of the Conference on 81st Deo., 
but was suppressed as '* not a medical man." 
How opposition to vaccination fared appeared 
from the following — 

SPEECH OF DB. COLLINS. 

There are, perhaps, few subjects in connection 
with medicine, considering the vested interests 
at stake, and the legal machinery to enforce, 
that require more cautious or delicate handling 
than the one before us. 

But, sir, facts are stubborn things, and this, 
in my opinion, is a question of fact, and one 
that wants ventilating. It is not my wish or 
interest to condemn a practice that has been in 
vogue for the last eighty years, but simply to 
give you the result of my experience from actual 
observation, and to elicit a fair and impartial 
consideration of this so-called protection. As a 
public vaccinator of twenty years' experience 
in the heart of London, I have had every oppor- 
tunity of watching the progress and effects of 
Vaccination, and of putting to every possible 
test the prophylactic properties that have been 
so loudly claimed for it; and after careful in- 
vestigation and due consideration, I have aban- 
doned the practice for the following reasons* 

First — That there is no certainty in the action 
of the vaccine virus, and that it often imparts 
or calls into activity diseases that would other- 
wise remain dormant, by debilitating the system 
and weakening the powers of vitality. 

Second — That the alarming frequency of 
small-pox epidemics is due, not to imperfect or 
neglected Vaccination, but to overcrowding, im- 
perfect ventilation, and the neglect of sanitary 
measures generally ; and 

Third — That the true vaccinia of Jenner, 
**pure lymph," so-called, is the product of a 
diseased animal — ^the consimiptive or glandered 
horse — and 

The Chairman. — ^Dr. Collins is not entitled to 
make an anti- vaccination speech; the snfcrjeot 
before us is calf -lymph. 

Db. Collins. — ^I will come to the eaif pre- 
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sently, in the meantime I don't intend to be 
eowed, and I will conolnde by taking the bull 
by the horns. (Applause.) Mr. Lee spoke of 
▼accino-syphilis, I suppose I shall be in order 
in following him ? 

Drs. Cameron and Warlomont have made 
known the fact that Vaccination, as now prac- 
tised, is only too often the means of conveying 
syphilitic contamination. I notice, however, 
that with a view to palliate the gravity of cases 
of vaccino-syphilis, and to remove the stigma 
from the lymph and place it on the careless- 
ness of the operator, many medical men, and 
xinmerons surgical text-books, in ignorance of 
fftot and defiance of physiology, have stated 
that it is only when blood is admixed with the 
lymph that any danger of moculating syphihs 
exists. Now, sir, the merest tyro in physiology 
could tell us that the lymph comes from, and is 
part of, the blood; nothing separates the two 
l)ut the thin film of a capillary wall through 
iMrhich corpuscles and serum pass with the 
greatest facility, and with them any virus, ani- 
xnal, vegetable, or mineral. (Applause.) Again, 
fpranting that it is only through the medium of 
the blood that syphilis is conveyed, how are we 
to account for a syphilitic father infecting the 
mother and the mother the child? In neither of 
which cases is there any interchange of blood. 
The whole theory is untenable, and as unsound 
as it is unscientific. (Applause.) 

Dr. Cameron has wisely said that the small- 
pox statistics prove either that the prophylatic 
properties of vaccination are mythical, or the vac- 
cine lymph has deteriorated. Now, it has been 
abundantly shown by Drs. Stevens, Ballard, Cory, 
Warlomont, and Bristowe, that no deterioration 
of the lymph has taken place ; such as it was, such 
it is, and we are therefore bound to adopt the 
other alternative, and declare that the prophy- 
lactic properties of Vaccination are, and always 
have been, mn^thical, (Applause.) 

The Chairman. — Dr. Collins is again out of 
order. 
Db. Collins. — I was never in better order. 
The Chairman. — Dr. Collins cannot be heard. 
He will not be reported. 

Dr. Collins. — I'll move a resolution, perhaps 
that will be in order. 

The Chairman. — I will teU you when I 
hear it. 

Dr. Collins read — " That, having regard to 
the fact that Vaccination has in no way miti- 
gated the severity, nor lessened the frequency 
of smaU-pox epidemics; and fs^rther, that it 
bis, on several oocasions, been the means of 



extensively propagating syphilis, as shown by 
Drs. Warlomont and Cameron, — Resolved — 
That this Conference condemn the present sys- 
tem of Vaccination as mischievous in its results, 
and inoperative as a prophylactic against the 
disease it was designed to suppress." 

The Chairman. — It is quite out of order. 
You cannot be reported. 

Dr. Collins. — I don't want to be reported. 
I know as much about Vaccination as any man. 
(Order.) 

The Chairman. — You cannot be heard. 

Dr. Collins. — You remind me of the chair- 
man of the packed Committee of 1871. This is 
a disgraceful proceeding. (Order.) 

Dr. Collins left the room in disgust, followed 
by several other gentlemen. 

SPEECH OF MR. E. ROBINSON OF DUKINFIELD. 

Mr. BoBiNSON said he was a general practi- 
tioner, and one of that large body of the profes- 
sion who had to stand between the public on the 
one hand, and a penal Act of Parliament on the 
other. He did not wish to say to people merely, 
" You must be vaccinated because it is the law 
of the land," but to give them a rational explan- 
ation. He had read in the Times the letters of 
Dr. Cameron on the subject; and, the subject 
having been introduced in that non-professional 
manner, the present discussion, although only 
in the presence of medical men, belonged to ft 
wider circle than theirs. So long as the pro- 
fession thought it fit or consistent to have one of 
its remedies enforced upon the population by 
penal enactments, it must submit to public 
criticism. Dr. Cameron charged the present 
system of vaccination with three serious faults, 
viz. — Ist, That it was not protecting the pub- 
lic against small-pox: 2nd, That the arm-to- 
arm method was attended by the danger of 
transferring constitutional diseases from child 
to child: and 8rd, That as a mere authority, 
apart from principle, the profession was not a 
safe guide to Parliament. He (Mr. Bobinson) 
came to this conference anxious to see and hear 
how these three charges were met, first, by 
leading men of the profession, and secondly by 
the official medical men in connection with the 
government department. He listened to Dr» 
Ballard, with respect to Dr. Cameron's charge 
that during the seven years since 1867 small- 
pox mortality had increased ooincidently with 
more vigorous vaccination as compared with 
the previous fourteen years, and he was soixy 
to say that Dr. Ballard, in attempting to 
answer it, answered it in what was a somewhat 
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imperfect way, for he said — "If you leave 
out the mortality of epidemic years and reckon 
only the mortality of the other years, then I 
shall show yon that vaccination is diminisliing 
small-pox/* That would not satisfy the public. 
Up in the North such an answer would be 
termed childish. If they were to be protected, 
and if they were to undergo punishment and 
danger, surely they ought to be able to be told 
that small-pox was being actually diminished in 
the country ; not that they must leave out the 
epidemic years and reckon only the non-epidemic 
and mild years. He was not satisfied with the 
way Dr. Ballard met the charge of Dr. Cameron's 
figures, which seemed to be untouched. With 
respect to the second point, which had been 
dwelt upon fully by Mr. Lee and others, that 
the present method was attended by constitu- 
tional defects transmitted from child to child, 
as he read Dr. Cameron's letter, it seemed that 
the Bill was to do away with the method ; be- 
cause, if they were to use the calf only as a 
store, or means of replenishing from time to 
time the stocks of lymph, there were just the 
same means of transferring from child to child 
constitutional defects under the calf arrange- 
ment as under the old system. He could hot 
see how Dr. Cameron found it consistent with 
his letter to the Times to sanction a sort of 
mongrel method. Dr. Cameron, to be consistent, 
must say that no child should be vaccinated from 
another child, because, the moment you return 
to the present method, you have the danger of 
transferring constitutional defects ; and therefore 
he could not see the soundness of the scheme 
that the calf was to be simply the mode of 
supplying from time to time the diminished 
stocks of lymph. It had been said that, witli 
the exception of two or three oases of trans- 
ferring constitutional diseases from child to child 
by means of the arm-to-arm method, there had 
been none. He must remind Dr. Ballard and 
Dr. Stevens that Mr. Hutchinson, in his classical 
work on this subject, page 188, stated that 
"amongst the best means by which we may 
hope to prevent the occurrence of these lament- 
able accidents in the future, he would put as the 
foremostf the diffusion of the knowledge 
amongst the profession that such accidents are 
possible. Until my original papers were pub- 
lished, almost the whole British profession was 
incredulous on this point ; and in spite of the 
publicity which was then given to the facts, there 
still remain, I believe, some who are either 
iminfarmed or unconvinced." Drs. BaUard and 
Stevens were still unconvinced ; he oonld hardly 



suppose they were uninformed. But he would 
remind these gentlemen that Mr. Simon, in 
1871, heard Mr. Hutchinson read his paper, 
'*and frankly admitted that Mr. Hutchinson 
had proved his case." He preferred the autho- 
rity of Mr. Simon, who was then the medical 
adviser of the Government, to his successors at 
Whitehall. Dr. Cameron admitted that so long 
as there was a danger of transmitting 83rphilis, 
the public had to be satisfied. But if they went 
to the calf, what authority was there to say there 
was no danger ? He (Mr. Bobinson) turned to 
his British Medical Jowmal of October 18th, 
1877, and found the editor (and the chairman of 
this meeting) writing as follows — " It is said 
that, by using vaccine derived from the oalf, we 
shall get rid of one of the objections to vaccina- 
tion as at present performed. Even if this 
practice be carried out, the objection may still 
be raised that we might at the same time ino- 
culate other diseases. Why not syphilis ? And 
certainly why not foot-and-mouth disease — a 
disease which is said to show itself in man with 
a vesicular eruption, or even some of the more 
serious forms of disease (e.^., malignant pus- 
tule) so fatal amongst cattle ? " To a general 
practitioner, who places unbounded confidence 
in his Journal^ such a definite opinion is very 
assuring. But when he reads the following, by 
the same editor, in the same journal of Nov. 
29th, 1879 — *' That animal vaccination may be 
the means of communicating other fLniTwi^l 
diseases than that which it is intended to com- 
municate, is an exploded bugbear grounded on 
nothing," — then he is puzzled, until he again 
consulted his journal of two weeks later, dated 
December 18th, 1879, and there he finds Mr. 
Simon sajring that ** vaccine lymph of the 
syphilitic infant may possibly contain the 
syphilitic contagion in full vigour, even €U m4h 
ments when the patient who thus shows himself 
infective^ ha>s not on his own person a/ny ouU 
wa/rd activity of syphilis" If he (Mr. Bobin- 
son) now said that he could not justify the 
enforcement of an opinion formed in such a way 
by penal enactment, surely he was not unreason- 
able ; and it was an unfair thing, on the part of 
Dr. Cameron, to go to Parliament and say that 
the calf-lymph would be free from the danger of 
the present lymph. This brought him to the 
third point, the objection that the authority of 
the profession, apart from a definite principle, 
had been greatly at fault. There was no deny- 
ing the fact that no other remedy had been so 
long before the profession as that of nsing a 
living element of animal disease for proteoting 
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human beings against small-pox. The profession 
for seventy years sanctioned inoculation ; but it 
had its fiEkll, and now inoculation was a mis- 
demeanour. The profession in Jenner's time 
was warned that inoculation difiPosed small-pox* 
It was warned seventy years ago that syphilis 
and other diseases would be transferred by 
vaccination. The ann-to-arm method had no 
sooner sprung up, than the instinctive objection 
of the common people was put into terse English 
by Cobbett in 1808. He said, ** Who is to collect 
this genuine matter, and whence is it to come ? 
Who shall tell whether he inoculate with the 
cow-pox or the King's Evil ? or with many 
other disorders, one of which I will not name, 
but which, I do hope, that fathers and mothers 
who have given their children that greatest of 
blessings, a pure stream of blood, will not forget 
when they are about to cause that blood to be 
impregnated with the matter taken from the 
ulcerous bodies of others. The small-pox is 
liable to no such fatal consequence. The dis- 
order is so well-known as never to be mistaken ; 
and as to a little riahf what is a Httle risk of 
of death, compared with a great risk of that 
which must render life a continual burden?" 
These words were almost prophetic : when we 
read now what he said, he seemed to be a pro- 
phet. In 1858, vaccination was made compulsory, 
and in 1856 the objection to it came so strongly 
that the question was put to the profession, 
" Have you, from your information, ever seen 
or known syphilis transferred from child to child 
by a true Jennerian vesicle ? " They said " No. " 
Six hundred of the most eminent men were 
appealed to — 1st, public vaccinators ; 2nd, men 
intimately acquainted with syphilis ; and, lastly, 
the great leaders of the profession. Dr. Seaton's 
own description of these eminent men is too im- 
portant to be lost. He says, in his Handbook 
of Vaccination, p. 806 — " And though the great 
leaders of our profession — Ghomel, or Rostan, or 
Bright, or Latham, or Watson, or Brodie, or 
Joseph Henry Qreen — ^may have had Httle or no 
experience in the mere practice of vaccination, 
and some of them probably Httle to do speciaUy 
with syphilis, their vast and intimate knowledge 
of the nature of diseased processes and the laws 
by which such processes are propagated in the 
human subject, gives inmiense weight to the 
opinion they unreservedly express, that the 
specific infection of the one disease cannot con- 
vey with it the other." ** The suggestion of its 
being posaible," says Latham, in his own forcible 
way, " amaaeB me." '* I apprehend that persons 
entertaining nioh opinions,** says Joeeph Henry 



Green, ** can be only those who are ignorant of 
the circumstances under which diseases are 
ordinarily propagated." Hutchinson's inquiries 
in 1871 demonstrated the utter falsity of these 
pretentious opinions ; and Sir Thomas Watson 
admitted, in his paper in the Nineteenth Centv/ry, 
that the transfer of syphilis must be recognised 
as a fact. With this history of the blundering 
of medical authority in connection with a penal 
Act of ParHament, how can Dr. Cameron go to 
the Commons and claim that the pubHc should 
have enforced upon them another of its opinions 
by penal enactment with respect to vaccination ? 
It was an unreasonable claim; and he would 
say to those who were present, apparently 
honestly beHeving that a Hving element of 
animal disease could protect humanity against 
smaU-pox, whether the time had not come when 
they might safely say, " We wiU not depend on 
compulsion any longer." Another argument, 
said Mr. Robinson, against compulsion is the 
influence which a penal Act of Parliament has 
upon the improvement of a remedy. In England 
compulsion is carried out to an extreme degree. 
In Belgium and the United States there is no 
compulsion. Why have we to send to Belgium 
for Dr. Warlomont to enHghten us as to the 
latest knowledge of cow-pock vaccination? Ho w 
is it that Dr. Martin in the United States is 
referred to by English surgeons as a leading 
authority ? Why are not our medical oficials 
at WhitehaU able to give us the latest informa- 
tion ? The reason is this — ^if you stereotype in 
a penal Act of Parliament a medical remedy, 
and associate with its promotion a weU-paid 
officialism, you kill that vitaHty, which enables 
a remedy under the fierce competition of medical 
men to develop new powers and quaHties ; and 
this is why Dr. Warlomont begs of Dr. Stevens 
to break through the trammels of ** routine.*' 
The pubHo are far better protected by a free 
remedy than by one fixed by the routine of a 
penal Act of Parliament. He (Mr. Robinson) was 
not satisfied to condemn vaccination on negative 
grounds only. He was anxious to find a positive 
principle by which he could be guided on this 
question. The researches of Professor Burden 
Sanderson, referred to by Mr. Simon in the 
PubHo Health Reports, No. 2, 1874, provided 
him with a scientific principle. Professor Burden 
Sanderson performed an experiment of this kind 
—he took a chemical irritant (strong ammonia), 
using a chemical substance, that no animal 
disease might be introduced into his experiment 
from without, and appHed it to the skin, prodno- 
ing an infbmjnation. The lymph from this was 
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MR. P. A. TAYLOR, M.P. 

IMPORTANT DECLARATION. 

A DEPUTATION of the Brighton Anti-Compulsory 
Vaccination League waited upon Mr. Taylor, 
on 12th January, to ascertain his opinion as to 
the course of action to be pursued in the present 
position of afiEjEurs, and especially with reference 
to the ensuing general election. 

Mr. Taylor, in reply, said he took a hopeful 
view of the future. It was ridiculous to sup- 
pose, in presence of the open and confessed 
diversity of opinion among vaccinators, that 
Vaccination in its existing form could be main- 
tained. They had no doubt discovered that the 
discussion of Vaccination was systematically 
evaded. Prejudice was strong; people did not 
like to be troubled; Vaccination was an estab- 
lished practice, and must therefore be right. 
He would not attempt to argue whether Vacci- 
nation should be compulsory : as to the injustice 
of compulsion, their minds were clear. Their 
present and urgent duty was to excite inquiry, 
provoke discussion, and diffuse information. 
The subject was sedxdously avoided by the 
press, and no expression of opinion otherwise 
than favourable to Vaccination was permitted. 
He was prepared to raise the question last 
session in the House of Commons on Dr. 
Cameron's motion, and he was prepared to do 
so still, but he considered it most desirable that 
their opponents shotdd take the initiative. If 
Dr. Cameron would get a day appointed for his 
motion, he would do his best to force a discus- 
sion. Nothing could be more desirable than to 
bring Vaccination fairly under the attention of 
Parliament, but it was for from easy to do so, 
for there were many ways of burking a motion. 
There was no surer means of influencing Parlia- 
ment than by public meetings, and where large 
meetings were impracticable, let them hold 
drawing-room meetings after the fashion of the 
agitators against the Contagious Diseases Act. 
Public meetings were much preferable to peti- 
tions, for petitions unless numerously signed 
had little weight with Parliament. He believed 
Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Bright would both vote for 
the repeal of the Compulsory Vaccination Act — 
one of the most monstrous that existed on the 
statute book. It had been alleged that he, Mr. 
Taylor, had changed his opinion on Compulsory 
Vaccination. He had done so, but to a slighter 
extent than asserted. When on the Commission 
of 1871 he was in favour of a small penalty for 
non- vaccination, but he would not now sign the 
Beport which he signed then. He had since 



entered into the matter much more thoroughly, 
and was convinced that there was no remedy 
short of the absolute repeal of the Compulsory 
Acts. Nevertheless, he was not prepared to make 
of Vaccination a parliamentary test. It was fair 
enough to catechise candidates for Parliament as 
to their views upon Vaccination, but it would be 
exceedingly unwise to throw over a sound Liberal 
because unsound on such a detail The repeal 
of the Compulsory Acts was of great importance, 
but the question at issue at the next election 
was of infinitely greater importance ; and they 
should not for the sake of a crotchet imperil the 
unity of the party to which they belonged. 
Personally he was a man of crotchets, but he 
would set them all aside so that they might get 
rid of Lord Beaconsfield and his government. 



Gloucester Cases. — On 29th December Mr. 
George Newman was summoned before the 
Gloucester bench for refusing to have his child 
vaccinated, and his arguments were met with 
the customary evasion, that magistrates sat to 
administer, not to make law. However, he so 
far prevailed as to be let off with a fine of 2s. 6d. 
and costs. Mr. Bateman who followed had a 
like penalty imposed, but Mr. Smart had his 
fine doubled (5s.) for no apparent reason. 

Persecution in Liverpool. — Some magis- 
trates on the Lancashire bench evidentiy require 
a hint from the Local Government Board with 
a copy of the letter to the Evesham Guardians. 
On 26th November, Mr. Henry Pride, engraver, of 
Upton Baker, Liverpool, was summoned before 
Mr. E. Gibbon and Mr. C. Langton, for not having 
two of his children vaccinated. For one he had 
been siunmoned twenty times^ and for the other 
seven times, with fines of 20s. and costs on each 
information. Mr. Thomas Jackson, provision 
dealer, of 86 Everton-road, was also summoned 
for refusing to have his child vaccinated, having 
been previously convicted four times. Mr. B. 
V. Scott, herbalist, of 121 Kensington, was 
likewise summoned, for the nineteenth time. 
These worthy men, steadfast confessors of a 
great principle, were each fined 20s. and costs. 
In presence of such monstrous oppression, why 
should Mr. Gladstone feel himself " unable to 
appreciate the frame of mind '* of those who 
make of compulsory vaccination a crucial parlia- 
mentary question ? It is foolish to look for a 
'philosophical appreciation of pohtical questions 
in the sufferers and witnesses of such merciless 
injustice, and no statesman worthy of the name 
will hesitate to promise to put an end to it. 
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SMALL-POX IN CEAEA. 

Mb. James Ashbubt, M.P., has been in his 
yacht to the West Indies and Brazil, and 
has sent a letter to the Brighton Daily Post, 
which he hopes may make an end of trouble- 
some anti-vaccinators among his constituents. 
He has discovered that an epidemic of small- 
pox has been raging in the Brazilian pro- 
vince of Cear&, and that in Ceard, the chief 
town of the province, no fewer than 40,000 died 
of aU diseases, but chiefly small-pox, between 
August 1878 and June 1879, out of a population 
of 70,000. Admitting the accuracy of the 
figures (an extravagant admission) we do not 
see what they prove for or against vaccination. 
No anti- vaccinator doubts that zymotic disease 
occasionally assumes a highly fatal form as 
small -pox, just as it did as measles in Fiji a few 
years ago. The remedy for such £rightfnl 
afflictions is to be found in sanitary measures, 
which apply to all forms of zymotic diseases, 
and by no means to a magical rite like vaccina- 
tion, which applies to one form only, and over 
that form is demonstrably impotent. Mr. Ash- 
bury must try again. 

On this subject we have received the following 
interesting communication — 

ALLBOED DEVASTATIONS OF THE HUMAN RACE 

BY SMALL-POX. 

Mr. James Ashbury in order to show the great 
danger any nation incurs which does not vacci- 
nate, says, that in less than a year the deaths 
from small-pox in the sea-port town of Cear4 
were 40,000 out of a population of 70,000. In 
the first place this leaves little or no room for 
deaths from other diseases, such as yellow fever, 
which surely was present. Next we observe 
that if this be the natural and normal death- 
rate from small-pox in unvaccinated nations, it 
would be shown in China, which does not vacci- 
nate, and which is, according to all travellers, as 
free from small-pox mortahty as England. A 
gentleman, once on the staff of the Leicester 
Daily Post, but now in Hong Kong, writes — 
** Among the population of 100,000 natives in 
this town, there is no vaccination, and small-pox 
is extremely rare." This alone is a sufficient 
answer to Mr. Ashbury's great fears ; but I will 
give the reason why the Brazils suffer from 
smaU-pox, while the 400 millions of imvaccinated 
Cliinamen are as safe as vaccinated England. 
I will quote one old writer and several modem 
ones. Sir John Barrow in 1792, says — "The 
swanns of vermin at Bio de Janeiro, may be 
atfcribtited rather to the extreme fllthiness of the 



people than to the heat of the climate. Many 
have leprosy, and elephantiasis is common.** 
Herbert Smith, in a late number of ScrHmart 
says of Para, ** In many of the houses there are 
filthy courts, the receptacles of garbage and 
rottenness of every kind. It is a wonder that 
people can live within range of their stench. 
Typhoid is common ; yellow fever appears 
nearly every year, but milder in form than at 
Bio de Janeiro.** Another writer says that Bio 
de Janeiro is the most stinking place he has 
visited. Mr. Waring, in the Atlantic Monthly 
for December, says — " The opinion is wide- 
spread in North America that the reason why 
southern cities are so devastated by yellow fever 
is that they are not kept clean. On the contrary, 
the southerners believe that it is always the 
result of importation and contagion. They do 
do not attach so much importance as the 
northerners to cleanliness and good drainage. 
Southern physicians have failed to appreciate, 
as we do, the importance of mimioipal and 
domestic cleanliness.** The American National 
Board of Health in its circular of July last, 
says it is prudent to assume that yellow fever is 
connected with the presence of filth, in the 
sanitary sense of that word, including decaying 
organic matters, as well as of heat. We advise 
(they continue) that all cities, towns, and vil- 
lages be at once made clean, in a sanitary point 
of view. The sanitary inspector of Mobile, 
lately visited with yeUow fever, mentions the 
horrid filthiness of the pits or cesspools, and 
says, ** Things are very unsanitary here. When 
I approached the authorities upon the snbjeot, 
they said that yellow fever will come whether 
you are clean or not.** All these statements are 
equally applicable to the closely-allied disease 
of small-pox. 

Captain Burton, in his Travels in BrcutH^ 
says that leprosy is conmion, ending with mor- 
tification of members and decay of bones. 
Agues, typhus, marsh fever, ophthalmia, palsy, 
and goitre prevail. The climate has a bad 
name, but the blame attaches to the dirty habits 
of the people, who are dirty, not in person, but 
in lodgings. Of one district he says, ** Drainage 
is unknown ; the worst sites are preferred be- 
cause most handy ; the houses are impure to the 
last degree. The pig lives in the parlour. 
Intramural sepulture survives.*' Again, " Sao 
Bomao is afflicted with fevers and ague, fomented 
by extreme filth, not of person, but of habitation. 
They seem to have borrowed from the indigenes, 
who bathed several times a day, but allowed 
themselves to be littered out of their wigwams 
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by mountainous coUeotions of filth. On one of 
the islands there are terrible fevers, cutaneous 
eruptions, and the full benefit of a large swamp." 
Admiral Jurien de la Graviere mentions the 
terrible mortality among the French soldiers 
and the sailors imder his command on the 
swampy banks of the San Juan in the Mexioau 
expedition. 

The place mentioned by Mr. Ashbury is a 
seaport, and it is the South American seaports 
and tidal towns which are so devastated by 
zymotic disease. The tide rolls the sewage 
backwards and forwards on their wharves. They 
disbelieve the anti- vaccine theory of the cause 
of zymotic disease, and therefore they vaccinate 
and therefore they suffer. Why did not Mr. 
Anbury tell them to wash and be clean ? A 
municipal wash, in the extended sense of a 
purification of their sewers, is the one thing 
needfuL In South America the houses are un- 
clean, and the inhabitants clean. To a certain 
extent the reverse is said to obtain in China, at 
least among its lower orders. Hence its com- 
parative freedom from the zymotic devastations 
common among populations who are incautiously 
misled by vaccinatmg theories. 

H. D. Dudgeon. 

Quom, January 19th, 1880. 

P,8. — If Mr. Ashbury has obtained correct 
figures, we perceive that even if the whole 
population of Cear4 were attacked in that year, 
the deaths must have reached 57 per cent., the 
highest rate yet given to the imvaccinated by 
vaccinal writers. Yet Mr. Ashbury admits that 
some were vaccinated, and would perhaps admit 
that there were also some deaths from other 
diseases — all within the period. These admis- 
sions would make the unvaccinated death-rate 
from, small-pox far higher than 57 per cent. 
He may well avoid discussion. 



Mb. W. Gibson Wabd. — We had an agreeable 
surprise, better than any Christmas-box, in find- 
ing a vigorous letter from Mr. Ward in the 
Times of Christmas morning; wherein he dealt 
with a variety of popular fallacies in reference 
to small-pox, showing that when small-pox is 
possible, it is a natural effort to throw off 
impurities from the blood, and that if by any 
means the outbreak is arrested, the impurities 
merely take another turn, and appear in equi- 
valent forms of disease such as cancer and con- 
sumption. Some day we shall have a learned 
treatise on the transmutations of energy in 
diseMe. 



THE CABBY AND THE VACCINATOR. 

The jaimty way in which what are called 
** accidents " in Vaccination were treated in the 
Conference on Animal Vaccination is aptly 
illustrated by a passage in a very interesting 
article entitled ** A Night in a London Hospi- 
tal," communicated to the Graphic of December 
27th, by Mr. L. Abnold — 

** At the present day we hear a great deal of 
accidents in the public streets, and there is 
reason to believe that reckless driving is on the 
increase. I remember sitting outside an onmi- 
bus or cab, and remonstrating with the driver 
on the subject of his carelessness. I told him 
of the tremendous number of street accidents. 
He did not believe that there were any accidents. 
* Because I have never seen any ' was the an- 
swer. I found that it was hopeless to argue with 
bJTri about evidence and averages." G. S. G. 



F. W. NEWMAN ON 
THE VACCINATION CONFERENCE. 

Pbofessob F. W. Newman in a letter addressed 
to Mr. Wm. Tebb, dated 28th Dec. 1879, says— 
** With me the medical question and medical 
opinion is a pernicious impertinence. Medical 
men urged Parhament to a usurpation of power 
and in a secret hour carried it. To attack a per- 
fectiy healthy child under pretence of public 
health is a tyrannical usurpation which no 
medical theory can defend. I have no ability 
to contend with medical men on anything so 
superfluous to the controversy as their statistics. 
Even on the statistical question I beheve they 
are wholly wrong, but I am not the man for 
that argument, and I will not enter it. Suf&ce 
it to say that the medical faculty, as such, has 
proclaimed its own folly by contending for 
twenty years together that vaccination (so- 
called) could not communicate blood diseases; 
they are now forced to admit that it can : there- 
fore the present members of it ought rather to 
hide their faces with shame than expect to be 
listened to with deference. Also, it is a public 
fact that small-pox has been far more fatal 
since vaccination was compulsory. If medical 
men do not see that these facts confute them, I 
despair of their intellects. Certainly, all detailed 
statistics that contradict broad facts are simply 
contemptible. But, as I said at first, whatever 
statistics may suggest, the guilt remains inex- 
cusable of poisoning healthy blood under pretence 
of public health, and forbidding infants to grow 
up with blood unpolluted. The guilt rests on every 
legislator who maintains the law, on every sur- 
geon, and on every magistrate who executes it. 
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THK AKCHBIHHOP OF YORK. 
Tberb are signs that the sabjeot of Vaccinatioii 
is being coDEldered by men of mark. They have 
not Toluntarilj taken np tbe inquiry ; it has been 
forced npon tbem by tha importunity of the 
people. For more than two geuerationa the 
people of England, with few eiceptionB, had no 
opinion of their own npon this vital qnestiou ; 
they put faith in the dictnm of the doctors, who 
have proved blind leaders of the blind. 

Amongst the notable men who have felt com- 
pelled to investigate the subject of Vaccination 
is that intellectual and physical giant, the Arch- 
bishop of York. In 1876 I wrote to his Orace, 
who replied aa foUows — 

" Bishopthorpe, 
York, May 16th, 1878. 

" Dear Sir, — I own I am not with yon in this 
matter. I trost no one is more disposed to 
regard with jealousy any attempt to interfere 
with personal freedom ; bat having read, as far 
as I have been able, the evidence on this great 
question, I find nothing to shake the opinion so 
long held, that vaccination has been the means 
of oombatting that dire scourge the smaU-pox ; 
and that neglect of it, wherever occurring, 
causes a recrudescence, great or smaU, of that 
pest. If that be true, then I hold that the State 
has a right to impose the obligation of being 
vaccinated. 

" When I was a boy it was the commonest 
thing to meet with faces utterly marred and dis- 
figured by small-poi. This phenomenon is now 
very rare. What has done the good here ? Is 
it, or is it not, vaccination? This is the focus 
of the whole matter. 

"The names you have seeored to your cause 
make it desirable, or even necessary, that the 
evidence on the subject should be restated. It 
is most undesirable that there should be an 
interference with personal liberty for an object 
which only some proBoonoe to be good and 
reasonable, whUst the rest deny it. Should any 
opportuui^ ooooT for promoting a fresh inquiry 
of this kind, I shonld do what I could to promote 
it. A pnblio meeting is not the best for such an 
inquiry. 

"I perceive the name of Mr. John Bright 
among your espporters ; but I think that the 
peculiar line he has taken is really against yon, 
for he thinka that a man may be fined once but 
not repeatedly for not obeying the law. But 
this would seem to mean that a man who was 
rich enough to stand a penalty mi^t afterwards 
ixij the law and be a danger to his nei^ibotm, 



whilst the poor who could not afford a penalty 
would have to obey from the first. That view 
does not recommend itself to me. If vaccina- 
tion is for the pubhc good, I would deny to rich 
and poor alike the power of being a danger and 
a nuisance to the pubhc. If it is not for the 
public good, if the opinion that it baa worn out 
has not been refuted, tlien one penalty is ae cruel as 
twenty, because it is not founded in truth. — I 
I am, yours truly, " W. Ebob. 

"H, Pitman, Esq." 

In my reply 1 endeavoured to show that, 
instead of vaccination checking small-poi, it 
implanted that disease, by the use of small-poi 
matter, as admitted by Dr. Cameron, M.P., and 
other medical men ; and I pointed out that it 
was unjust and unconstitutional to enforce on 
operation that was always of doubtful efficaay> 
often proved dangerous, and sometimes fatal' 
An answer to the objection about pock-marked 
faces will be found iu the Vaccination Inquirer 
for June, 1879, p. 85. 

The Archbishop admita that there is ground 
for further inquiry. He is right in objecting to 
the limitation of fines. Mr. Pease's Bill was 
founded npon the viotous principle of granting 
i mmuni ty to law-breakers after they have broken 
the law a given number of times. 

Respecting the proposal for a Boyal Comnus- 
Bion of Inquiry, the Archbishop wrote — 

" My dear Sir,— I thank you for your oomt- 
eous reply. I venture to take advantage of your 
ofier to send me fuller information. If yon will 
do BO, I will take some steps to ventilate fhe 
subject of a Eoyal Conunission. Your letter 
confirms me in the impressioo that this is the 
proper course. If persons of intelUgenoe and 
education are at issue about the actual effects of 
a means of prevention which certainly involves 
a strong interference with the liberty of the sub- 
ject, then the evidence should be reviewed. I 
must odd that I am still of opinion that we ore 
much to the enforcement of vaccination, bnt it 
is clear that you wilt not be with me in that 
view.— I am, yours truly, " W. Ebob." 

A Boyal Commission, moving from town to 
town, would gather valuable information fitan 
both sides. The necessity for on authoritatiTe 
national inquiry is shown by the recent Con" 
ferencein London, which exhibited in a ludicrous 
light the muddle amongst medical men respect- 
ing vaccination. Who dial] decide when dootots 
differ? Let the people decide; at least hear 
their evidence. 
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SIR THOMAS WATSON DEFINES HIS 

POSITION. 

In a letter to the British Medical Jowmal^ Sir 
Thomas says — 

** Believing that much error is afloat in respect 
to the relations of cow-pox and human small- 
pox, I am desirous of making some remarks 
upon it. 

*' That the vaccine — or rather the equine — 
disease owed its virtue and efficacy in vaccina- 
tion to the fact that it was really small-pox in 
another form, was an opinion that I had con- 
siderately adopted. I have since done what I 
could to make known my reasons for abandoning 
that belief, which I fancy is no uncommon 
belief. A little consideration will suffice to show 
that the vaccine disease is 9ui generis. In no 
sense does it owe its origin to small-pox. There 
is no such relation between the two as that of 
parent and ofispring. The true attitude of cow- 
pox 'towards small-pox is an attitude of antagon- 
ism. Cow-pox is a preventive cause against, not 
an effect of, pre-existing small-pox. All this is 
equally true of all the disorders properly called 
zymotic^ including small-pox itself. 

"It follows that the attempts made forty 
years ago to procure fresh lymph for vaccination 
purposes, by inoculating the cow with the virus 
of human smaU-pox, were a mistake. The cow 
so treated underwent no fever or constitutional 
affection, and presented no local phenomena 
beyond some pimples containing no fluid around 
the incised spot. The ensuing so-called vaccina- 
tion was, therefore, performed by taking matter 
from the original incision on the cow and 
inserting it into the vaccinated person, who, in 
£Ehot, was not va^cinaied at all, but inoculated 
withsmaXlrpox : the very process which, in years 
gone by, was voluntarily submitted to by thous- 
ands of unprotected persons, of whom I was 
myself one, whereby we obtained great individual 
advantage and safety, while the community at 
large was seriously injured in consequence of 
the introduction of the poison of small-pox into 
multitudes of places to which otherwise it might 
never have come. 

" There must have been — there probably still 
is — a vast amount of mitigated small-pox thus 
spread about ; and hence some of the strange 
apparent anomalies of our vaccination statistics. 
— I am, sir, your faithful servant, 

« Thomas Watson. 

" 16 Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, 
January 14th, 1880." 

Whereon the Editor observes— 



(( 



The main reasons alleged for believing that 
cow-pox is in fact small-pox inoculated in the 
cow, and not a special and different disease, are, 
as we understand them : (1) That it is always 
* cow-pox,* and never 'bull-pox'; and that 
analogies fisdl of zymotic or infective diseases 
proper to a race or species which affect only the 
male ; (2) That, whereas what was described as 
' cow-pox ' was a very common disease when 
smaU-pox was prevalent among milkers, and 
abounded in Tenner's time, it is now so rare that 
large rewards, offered for a considerable space of 
time, fall to produce examples ; (3) That cow-pox 
is a disease of the udder, which is the part 
handled by the milkers; (4) That the matter 
taken from the vesicles of a cow successfully 
inoculated with small-pox matter (and then 
infected with human small-pox) produces, when 
vaccinated into the human subject, pustules on 
the arm (and there only) indistinguishable in 
character, course, and effect, from those of 
Jennerian vaccination. We are not aware 
whether Sir Thomas Watson traverses these 
propositions, or how he deals with them. It 
would be a matter of great interest if he would 
restate his argument in respect to them.'* 



An Engoubagino Cbbtaintt. — One thing is 
certain, namely, the question of Vaccination is 
being lifted out of the hands of the medical 
profession, who have too long had it under their 
exclusive charge. Nothing imder the dominion 
of man has been more subject to change than 
the principles and practices of medical men. 
Medical science, if it can be called a science, 
undergoes one revolution at least in a generation, 
and it is no good augury for the perpetuity of 
Vaccination that it is now so firmly held by the 
great medical trades uAion. — The Echo^ 9th 
January, 1880. 

Small-Pox in Bath. — Bath is suffering from 
a smaU-pox scare — ^a serious matter in a com- 
munity where the letting of lodgings is an 
important interest. With a few exceptions the 
cases have occurred in the worst houses and 
among the poorest part of the population, and 
the mortality has, as usual, been chiefly confined 
to children. The panic is '* good for the doctors,*' 
as re-vaodnation is energetically encouraged, 
whilst folly stops her ears to any whisper of good 
sense. The Bath Chronicle says to W. H. H., 
"We decline your letter because we hold the 
utility of vaccination to be established by ex- 
perience and beyond argument. Any attempt 
to question it oan only be mischievous." 
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DR. CAMERON AT BAY. 

Db. Cameron finding him self pressed hard by 
the orthodox vaccinators, thus tnms npon them 
at the end of a long letter on Vaccine Lymph 
in the Lancet of 17th January — 

*' I am not a dogmatist, and am content to 
leave humanised lymph to those who prefer it. 
I, for many reasons, prefer animal lymph, and 
claim the same facilities for its use for myself 
which, until we have amply tested both, I am 
willing to accord to others in respect of the 
article of their choice. But when my opponents 
turn round and attempt to choke me off with 
peddling arguments about cost of calves, propor- 
tion of vesicles to punctures, and so on, I hardly 
care to waste time in confuting them with the 
experience of other countries on these points of 
detail. I answer boldly, cow-pock lymph direct 
from the calf protects against small-pox, as the 
lymph used by the early vaccinators protected 
against small-pox. Your lymph protects against 
small-pox, and against death by small-pox, to an 
infinitely smaller extent. You don't even know 
what an indeterminably large portion of your 
lymph-stock is — whether it is not small-pox 
pure and simple, or whether, if modified so as 
to be innocuous to the general community, it is 
not utterly fallacious as a protection against 
small-pox. What we have to aim at is, not a 
mass of petty details which the early vaccina- 
tors cared nothing about, but the results obtained 
by them in the first ten or fifteen years of the 
present century. In those days the work was 
performed in what we should now consider an 
utterly inefficient manner, and often by unskilled 
men ; hut they worked with good lymph. The 
result was that for long post- vaccinal small-pox 
was of the rarest occurrence, and when it did 
occur the death-rate, instead of being one in 
every ten or eleven persons attacked, as has 
been the case in the epidemics of the decade 
just concluded, was for many years less than 
one in every hundred." 

Dr. Cameron has made so much progress in 
the past, that we have good hope for him in the 
fature; and would, if he would listen to us, 
earnestly entreat him to examine the evidences 
for the successes of the early vaccinators, where- 
on he lays so much stress. He will find them, 
if we are not much mistaken, wholly mythical, 
and that the decrease of small-pox, during the 
early years of the present century, was due to 
causes altogether apart firom vaccination, which 
indeed had as yet left the great mass of the 
population untouched. 



MR. HASKER AND MR. ELLISON. 

Mb. Walteb Haskeb of Peckham, a member of 
Mr Spurgeon's congregation, was simmioned on 
19th December, before Mr. Ellison of the Lam- 
beth Police Court for refusing to have his 
children vaccinated. Mr. Hasker is a lawyer, 
and the magistrate, on a former occasion, seeing 
that he had to deal with what he called " a 
reasonable man," promised him a special hearing, 
a promise that he did not keep ; for when Mr. 
Hasker's case came on, he complained that he 
was occupying too much time, for there were 
twenty-seven other smnmonses to hear. Mr. 
Hasker maintained that the discretion of the 
magistrate set forth in Sec. 81 of the Act, *' if be 
see fit,*' is an absolute discretion, as was allowed 
in the recent case of Regina, v, the Bishop of 
Oxford, and that in the exercise of that discretion 
a magistrate is entitled to hear every sort of 
objection to vaccination, and to exercise his 
private judgment in the administration of the 
law. He urged that to '* vaccinate " his children 
with virus that was confessedly not cow-pox, 
but small-pox passed through a cow, was to 
compel him to transgress the l&w as set forth in 
Sec. 82 of the Act forbidding inoculation with 
small -pox. He also called Dr. Haughton to 
attest that, within his personal knowledge, vac- 
cination had produced syphilis, scrofula, eczema, 
and other foul diseases. As so often happens, 
the better the defence, the severer the penalty. 
The Bench resents the afGront of good sense. 
Consequently Mr. Ellison sentenced Mr. Hasker 
to pay 20s. and 2s. in the first, and 48. in the 
second case, and a present of 21s. to the vaooi- 
nation officer, in all iB2 7s., or in default fourteen 
days. The gift of a guinea to the vaccination 
officer, who has his pay firom the parish, was a 
special act of magisterial displeasure. Mr. 
Hasker applied for a case for the opinion of a 
superior court, and was refused. 



Small-Pox in Cabul. — A correspondent of 
the British Medical Journai writes from Oabnl, 
2nd December, 1879, "A few cases of small-pox 
of very mild t3rpe have occurred among our 
native fellows [vaccinated, and probably re* 
vaccinated] , due to the disease being prevalent 
among the inhabitants of the neighbouxing 
villages. As compared with India, it is remark- 
able how few Aijghans are disfigured or pitted 
with the disease. In India, the disease appean 
to be of a much severer type, causing deetmotioii 
of the cornea and deep scars on the fiuse." 
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MR. LEWIN'8 FAITH. 

AIb. Walter Lewin, in his Papers for the 
Times, says, in relation to Mr. Young's 
Vaccination Tracts — 

'*I am at one with Mr. Young and his co- 
workers in regard to the serious evils of public 
vaccination. Here, as usual, what Govemraent 
takes in hand is done badly. If the law makes 
vaccination compulsory, and appoints officers to 
attend to it, it should at least guarantee that 
diseases worse than small-pox shall not be 
disseminated by its machinery. Unless some 
znuch more satisfiEUstory arrangement can be 
xnade (which I do not believe) ; unless, for 
example, lymph from the calf direct can be used 
in all cases, it is clear that compulsory vaccina- 
tion ought to be abolished, and in that part of 
"their agitation, I wish the anti-vaccruators all 
success" — 

Which is so far to Mr. Lewin*s credit, but 

'^^hy his faiHi " in lymph direct from the calf" ? 

Se ought to be aware that in taking up the 

Calf-Lymphers' cry he is merely shouting with 

sk mob which will presently dissolve under the 

conviction of ignorance and absurdity. Then 

^ir. Lewin says, '* Perhaps I am wrong, but I 

csonfess that I still beheve in vaccination,'* 

^^rhich is just what every M.P. does — until the 

"^rind of public opinion shall veer. Our demand 

, Why do you believe? Mr. Lewin knows 

easy is the confession of fedth, and how 

the Why. 

Vacoinia Ganqbenosa. — At the ordinary 

^xzneeting of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical 

S^Society, held on the 9th December, 1879, Mr. 

[atchinson described a case of Vaccinia Gan- 

k, and exhibited the body of the infant, 

ID had been vaccinated tliree months before 

^leath, from the arm of a healthy child. Three 

>ther children vaccinated at the same time 

rom the same source took no hurt. On the 

kighth day after vaccination, a papular and 

"Vesicular rash appeared over the trunk, which 

^^c^pidly assumed a sloughing character. The 

^^mption was at first taken for small-pox, and 

"^vhen death took place, a fortnight later, an in- 

^^nest was held on the case, for it was then 

^^lionght to be syphilis. But Mr. Hutchinson 

:^K>inted out that its evolution as well as its 

^c^haracter were not those of syphilitic infection, 

^nd he considered it to be a true case of vaccinia 

^Msaing on to a gangrenous condition — ^a condi- 

"Coon he had sometimes observed to take place in 

^^axioella. The vaccine marks in the arm were 

^ftzuitnraL— TA« Lancet, 18th Dec., 1879, p. 878. 



VACCINATION FROM THE CALF. 

Extract from letter of Behtor Siljestrom, of 
Stockholm^ to Dr. Garth Wilkinson, Dec, 
12th, 1879. 

Thanks for letter and Vaccination Tracts. 
Notwithstanding the seriousness of the matter, 
I have laughed inmioderately at the ingenuity 
of medical orthodoxy, as represented by Sir 
Thomas Watson, retreating decently through 
the calfs abdomen. Calf indeed! — ^for what 
other animal would swallow the vaccination 
theory ? and if, in its natural way, said theory 
makes its exit through the aft end of the calf, 
it will certainly be " none the worse " for the 
passage. Don't you think it a most admirable 
manure for vaccinating the soil, may be " mor- 
bidly," yet not the less " beneficiaUy " ? 

After all it is evident that the days of vacci- 
nation are reckoned. The falling back upon the 
calf cannot keep it long alive. If we live some 
years hence, we are pretty sure to see another 
wonder, not less wondrous than the former 
adoration of Jenner and his vaccination, or the 
present infatuation, stoUdity, and blindness to 
facts among your brethren, the doctors, namely, 
the orthodox doctors craving for themselves the 
honour of having liberated humanity from 
vaccination ! Qui vivrd verrd. 



LONDON ANTI-VACCINATION SOCIETY. 

It is intended to form a London Anti-Vacoina- 
TiON Society for — 

The repeal of laws enforcing vaccination ; and 

The diffusion of knowledge concerning vac- 
cination. 

A preparatory Conference will be held in the 
course of the present month ; and sympathisers 
with the aims of the Society are requested to 
forward their names to — 

Mb. Wm. Young, 8 Neeld Terrace, Harrow 
Road, W., or 

Mb. Wm. White, 4 Eemplay Road, Hamp- 
stead, N.W. 



The Vaccination Inquibeb. — Those of our 
readers who wish to accelerate the growing 
public opinion against Compulsory Vaccination 
can hardly do so more effectually, or with less 
expense, than by subscribing for a few extra 
copies to send to the Reading Rooms of 
Clubs, Mechanics' Institutes, Hydropathic Estab* 
lishments, or Hotels, to supply which special 
terms are quoted in our advertisement. 
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BADCOCK'S BRIGHTON LYMPH. 

In a letter in the Pall Mall Gazette of 28rd Janu- 
ary, Mr. John Badcook thus vindicates himself 
from the charges of Sir Thomas Watson, and 
explains how he converted small-pox into cow- 
pox, and what good, he thinks, it has done — 

*' I must observe that no charge has ever been 
officially made against the lymph supplied by 
me, but, on the contrary, I have during the 
last forty years had the countenance and en- 
couragement of large numbers of the medical 
profession (including many of the very highest 
authorities on this subject); and Sir Thomas 
Watson himself, in a published lecture some 
years since, refers to me as * deserving praise for 
having worked out, by careful and repeated 
experiments, an important truth.' What I had 
done to elicit this favourable recognition was 
this : — I had, * by careful and repeated experi- 
ments,* produced, by the inoculation of the 
cow with small-pox, a benign lymph of a non- 
infectious and highly protective character. The 
experiments, of which this was the result, were 
conducted by me during eighteen years with 
extreme care at a great sacrifice of time and 
money, and with important results. My lymph 
has now been in use at Brighton for forty years, 
and is, at the present time, the principal stock 
of lymph employed there, beiug that exclusively 
used by the pubUo vaccinators. Not a single 
case has ever been brought to my knowledge in 
Brighton, or elsewhere, of its having been the 
means of conveying infection to others, and its 
protective power has been absolute. 

" It appears to me that it would have been 
more philosophical in the face of these facts if, 
instead of raising apprehension in the public 
mind, inquiries had been instituted in Brighton 
as to the results of vaccination in that place, 
where for two generations this so-called infectious 
virus has been constantly and chiefly used. I 
will venture to say, with some confidence, that 
if the death-rate from small-pox in Brighton for 
the last forty years were referred to, it would 
show that during the many small-pox epidemics 
occurring in that period Brighton has, for the 
whole of that time, been more exempt from 
small-pox than any other town of the same 
number of inhabitants in the country, notwith- 
standing its peculiar liability to receive infection 
from visitors." 

'*If the ingenuity of hon. members could 
devise some way of mitigating the evils attend- 
ing the operation of the present Vaccination 
Law, I shoTild be glad to consider it.*' — Bight 

Hon. SOULTBB-BOOTB. 



Mr. Joshua Jacob. — ^The Limerick magistrates 
had Mr. Jacob again before them on the 19th 
December, and imposed the frill penalty of 20s. 
and costs. The Daily Express of Dublin (Con- 
servative) observes, ** Mr. Jacob has now been 
so often fined that the law may fairly be said to 
have been vindicated in his case, and if a discre- 
tion does exist in the matter of prosecution, he 
ought to be allowed a long interval of rest.'* 

Compulsory and Free. — Mr. Wood, when 
addressing the Liberal Club, communicated the 
astounding news that '* Vaccination was com- 
pulsory and free." I deny both propositions: it 
is neither compulsory nor free. If it is com- 
pulsory, how comes it to pass that whole 
families, including my own, remain nnvae- 
cinated, and always will, in spite of so-called 
** compulsion." It is only " compulsory " in the 
case of poor weak-minded people. As to " Vac- 
cination being fr«e ** it is nothing of the kind : 
our two '* pubHo vaccinators " are paid for each 
and every case of vaccination out of the poor 
rate of Leicester. The doctors who vaccinate 
at the public stations, instead of performing the 
operation free, are paid twice over. They are 
not only paid out of the rates, but a bribe is 
now and again sent from Oovemment to the 
extent of more than one hundred guineas in a 
lump. — Amos Booth in Midland Free Press. 

Curious Vaccination Case. — In the Norfolk 
News of 18th Dec., we read as follows — Hun- 
stanton Petty Sessions. (Before H. L*Estrange, 
Esq.) George and Elizabeth Andrews, of Der- 
singham, were summoned for refusing to allow 
the Medical Officer to take lymph from their 
child. Dr. G. H. Parry stated that he vac- 
cinated the child of the defendants, and at- 
tended, according to law, to take lymph from 
the arm. The mother let him see the child, 
but refused to allow him to take the lymph. 
George Andrews pleaded guilty, but said his 
child was very mihealthy, and was not fit for 
other children to be vaccinated fix)m. The 
magistrate said there were two opinions abont 
that, and he must consider what the doctor said. 
Defendant repUed that the doctor knew nothing 
about his child's diseases. He repeated that the 
child would poison the town, as it was fall of 
disease. He was fined 6d. and costs lis., or 
fourteen days' imprisonment 

Mr. Theodore Fry hopes to represent Dar- 
lington in Parliament, and is prepared to vote 
for Mr. Pease's Bill for the aboHtion of omutila- 
tive penalties in vaccination oases. He says he 
beUeves vaccination is good for the pablio 
health, but that he would not press compuUoii 
to the verge of persecution. 



AD VERTISEMENTS. 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER 

AND HEALTH REVIEW. 

Monthly, price 2d., or by post, 28. 6d, or 10 copies, 208. per annum, from the Publisher, 

Edwabd W. Allen, 11 Ave Maria Lane, E.G. 
Manchester : John Heywood. 



In No. 1, for April, was commenced "The Story of a Great Delusion," by Wm. White. In a series 
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cuted, but Unconquored. Vaccination of the Poor. Govern- 
ment Prosecutions for Medical Heresy, etc., etc. 
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v.— Collapse of Inoculation. Vaccination Trouble. Dr. 
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lation—By Alex. Wheeler. Parliament and the People— By 
Henry Pitmao. W. Gibson Ward at Ledbury. Joseph 
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1. Letters and Opinions of Medical Men. 

2. Facts and figures, showing: that Vaccination has failed to 

stamp out, arrest, or mitigate Small-pox. 

3 & 4. Opinions of Statennen, Politicians, Publicists, Statis- 
ticians, and Sanitarians. 

5. Cases of Disease, Suffering, and Death, reported by the 

Injured Families. 

6. The Vaccination Laws a Scandal to Public Honesty and 

Religion. 

7. Vaccination a sign of the Decay of the Political and Medi- 

cal Conscience in the Country. 

8. The Propagation of Syphilis to Infants and Adults by 

Vaccination and Re-vaccination. 

9. Vaccination evil in its Principles, false in its Reasons, and 

deadly in its Results. 






10. Vaccination subverts Dentition, and is the canae of the 

prevalent Deformity and Decay of the Teeth. 

11. Compulsor}' Vaccination a Desecration of Law, a Breaker 

of Homes, and Persecutor of the Poor. 

12. Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Part 1. 

— The Imposture of the current Small-pox lormph 
called Vaccine, and the new Imposture of Calf-I^iiipii. 
Also, the Chaos of Statute Law dealing with yicaxkt 
Substance. 

13. Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Bart 2. 

—The Cry of the People against VacdnatioKi ia 
seconded by the Registrar-General's Retunui, and 
Justified by the Evidence of Pathology. 

14. Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Fait S. 

—Pro Arts et Focis. The Religious Nature and 
Political Necessity of the Vaccination War. 



Nos. 1 to 9, Id, each; Nos. 10 and 11, l^d each; No. 12 and 13, 2d. each; No. 14, Sd; or in One 
Volume, cloth, gilt lettered, with Preface and Supplement, pp. XXX. 28. 6d., post/ree. 



** A series of historical, critical, logical, and statistical papers on the gigantic evils of Vaccination, which will stand the 
of the most searching scrutiny, and will come out triumphant against all the sophistry in the world. Every parent, and every 
friend of humanity should read them, if for no other purpoee than to be convinced of the utterly false statements ot the Lcmdon 
medical and daily press".— «S^t. Leonard's Gazette, June 29th, 1878. 



Publislied by W. Young, 8 Neeld Terrace, Harrow Road, London, W. 



M.P.'S AND M-D.'s, 

Their Opinions on the Vaccination Question. 

A useful Tract for wide circulation. Published by the 
Northumberland and Durham Ant i- Vaccination League, Ed- 
mund Proctor, Esq., Hon. Secy. , Blythswood, Newcastle-on- 
Xy ne. Price 6 s. per 1000. 

AO pp., Cheap Edition, price Sd., or It. 9d per Dozen. 

f^ OVERNMENT PROSECUTIONS fob MEDl- 
VX CAL HERESY: A Verbatim Report of the Case 
REOINA versus TEBB. Dedicated to the Board of St. Pancras 
Guardians, London, with Letters from the Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone, M.P., the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P., and 
others. Contents: Dedication— Introduction— The Trial- 
Mr. Gladstone's Position— Dr. Pearce's Unheard Evidence- 
Letter from T. L. Nichols, M.D.— Dr. Haughton's Unheard 
Evidence — Vaccination Law Reform — Other Correspondence- 
Opinions of the Press. This Pamphlet should be circulated 
.argely during Elections of Guardians and Members of Parlia- 
ment. Published by Edward W. Allen, 11 Ave Maria Lane, 
London^ C. ; and Warren Hall & Co., 88 Camden Road, Lon- 
don, N.W. 

TO THE FEIENDS OF LIBEEAL 
THOUGHT AND CTJLTUEE. 

PAPERS FOR THE TIMES is a Quarterly 
Serial, devoted to the Free and Earnest Examination 
of RELIGIOUS, ETHICAL, and SOCIAL Questions. Price 
Is.: Vols. I. and II., in boards, 8s. 6d. each. 

Papers for the Tiines may be had from the Editor, Walter 
Lewin, 135 Bridge Street, Birkenhead, as follows :— Yearly 
Subscription, in advance, 3s. Sd.; Parts III. to XIV.. 6d. each ; 
Parts XV. and after, Is. each ; Vols. I. and II., in boards, 2s. 
9d. each, or, bound in one, 6s.— in all cases post free. The 
Editor yrill forward Prospectus, List of Contents of Published 
Parts, post free, on application. P. O. Orders should be made 
payable at the fFoodside Ferry Office, Birkenhead. 

Part XV., January, 1880, commences Vol. III. 
Lond on : Edward W. Ale n, and all Booksellers to order. 

THE HERALD OF HEALTH: A Monthly 
Journal of Sanitary and Social Science, by Dr. T. L. 
Nichols. Published by Nichols & Co. . 429 Oxford Street, Lon- 
don, Price Id. ; post free for 12 montns. Is. 6d. ; Vols. I., II., 
a nd III., free by post, 4s. 

BRETT'S ST. LEONARDS AND HASTINGS 
GAZETTE and VISITORS' VADE MECUM, published 
eveiy Saturday, 12 pages (with Visitors' Lists) 2d. Published 
by the proprietor, Thomas Brandon Brett, at his Office, 66 
Norman Road, St. Leonard's-on-sea, Hastings, in the Coxmty 
of Sussex. 

Now Ready, price Sd., or Twelve for ts. 9d. 

TAVLEY V. COCKERHAM : a Verbatim Re- 
I port of this instructive case, which every Anti- Vaccinator 
should read and circulate. 

Some copies have been printed in excess of those required 
for the Subscribers to the Defence Fund, and should be applied 
for at once from Mr. Omhob KnwoH, 14 Daisy Street, Keignley, 
Yorkshire. 



s 



ANTI-VACCINATORS and all lovers of free- 
dom from Medical and Official lyrannv should read 
the National Indkpkndbst, published eveiy Friday, Prioeld 
Office : West Street, Leeds. To be had everywhere. 

HE BANNER OF LIGHT. The Oldest 
Journal devoted to the Psychological Philosophy in the 
world. Issued weeklv at No. Montgomerv Place, Boston, 
Mass. Colby and Rich, publishers and proprietors. Isaac B. 
Rich, business manager ; Luther Colbv, editor ; aided by a 
large corps of able writers. Terms of subscription, in advaaoe, 
15s. per annum. English Agents— J. J. Iforse, Elm Tr«a 
Terrace, Uttoxeter Road, Derby ; W. H. Harrison, 88 Great 
Russell Street, London, w.C. 

OmSn THOUGHtTTa Monthlv Periodical 
for the discussion of all subjects, Religious, Politiea]. 
and Social. No. 1, February 1st, 1879. Price 8d. ; Annual 
Subscription (including postage) 4s. Richardson & BMt, 
Queen's Head Passage, Paternoster Row. Editorial Oflloea ; 
22 Moorgate Station Buildings, London, E.G. 

AYLIGHT." A High-Class Social and 
Satirical Weekly Journal, advocating Social, P^- 
tical, and Medical Reform. Absolutely independent of either 
of the two great political parties. Price One Penny. A good 
advertising medium. Published by Edward Burgesa, Ex- 
change Street, Norwich. 

Just Published. 



VACCINATION: 

OPPOSED TO SCIENCE AND A DISGRACE TO 

ENGLISH LAW. 



By ALEX. WHEELER. 

Order of the publisher, E. W. Allut, 11 Ave Maria Lane. 

London. 
8s. per hundred, or Id. each. 

By H. Strickland Constabls. 

Demy 8vo. 690 pp. Price 10s 6d. 

OUR MEDICINE MEN: A Few Hints. 



Demy 8vo. SCO pp. Price 6s. 

FASHIONS OF THE DAY 
MEDICINE AND SCIENCE: 
A Few More Hints. 



IN 



Hull : LsNO & Co. London : Simpkik, MmaHAT.f. 
k Co., and Hamilton, Adams ft Co. 



TntVTKD BY Hat Nisbot & Co., 52 Ropework Lane, Glasgow. 



He who knows only his own tide of the case, knows little of that— J. Stuart Mill. 
Prejudice, which sees what it pleases, cannot see what is plain.— Aubrst Db Yiu. 



No. 12.] 



MARCH, 1880. 



[Price 2d. 



PAOB 

The Stoiy of a Great Delusion. By 

WUliam White 171 

Mr. Ernest Hart's Lecture 170 

Wm. White to Dr. Andrew Clark. . 178 
Mr. Dudgeon on Mr. Hart's Lecture 179 

Mr. Hart and Mr. Dudffeon 179 

JoriiuaJacob and Lord Emly 180 



CONTENTS. 

PAOB 

Official Officiousncss 182 

Calf lormphors before OoTemment 184 

Where we have got to 184 

Vaccination in luasachusetts 186 

Hepworth Dixon 186 

London Society for the Abolition of 

Vaccination 186 



PAOB 

A Vaccinated Editor 186 

Mrs. BeU at Nantwich 187 

Vaccination in Queensland 187 

Rev. George Litten 188 

The Riuts in Montreal 188 



THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XII. 
jbnnbb's "inquiby." 

The curious traditien among the didry folk of Gloucestershire, 
that persons who had suffered from cow-pox were thereby ren- 
dered insusceptible of smali-pox, was made known to Edward 
Jenner when a doctor's apprentice, ani wu never ajterwarda 
dbtentfrom hit nUnd. Thirty years eli^sed before the fruit was 
borne to the public ; Intt ineetsanUy he thought, and w<Uehed, 
and experimented on the tttJiject, and the work in which at 
length he recorded the incomparable results of his labour may 
well have oommanded the confidence of reflecting persons. 

Little would ever be heard of objections to Vaccination, if 
all who undertake the responsibility of its performance, and 
all who feel di^xMed to resist its adoption, toould btU thor- 
oughly ttudy UuU matUrpieee of medical induction, and 
imitate the paUence and caution and modesty with which 
Jenner laid the foundations of eveiy statement he advanced. 

In the iSrst Inquiry into the Caueee and Effects of the 
VarioUz Vaednce (1796), Jenner set on a scientific basis the 
popular belief to which I liave referred ; and the close of the 
18th Century, which had much to darken it, will be remem- 
bered till the end of human history for the greatest physical 
good ever yet given by sdenoe to the world.— Papers relating 
to the Hittory and Practice qf Vaccination. Pp. xi. and xii. 
London : 1867. 

Thesb are the words of Mr. John Simon, and 
in them we have the Jennerian legend with the 
morsel of fact to the mass of fable which 
characterises legendary matter, ancient and 
modem. The recommendation to '* study 
thoroughly that master-piece of medical induc- 
tion," Jenner's Inquiry, is a mere flourish of 
panegyric ; for, as Mr. Simon was well aware, 
the book had been out of print for half a cen- 
tury, and is practically inaccessible ; whilst its 
reproduction has usually been considered unde- 
sirable in the interests of vaccination, inasmuch 
as it is anything but a master-piece, and reveals 
more than is expedient for common knowledge. 
An idol that is good to swear by is always 
fortified by a convenient obscurity. 



The Inqvdry is a quarto of less than seventy 
pages in large type, set in broad margins in the 
grand style of the period, and illustrated with 
four coloured plates of pox. There are eight 
pages of introductory matter, followed by thirty- 
four pages of cases, concluding with twenty-six 
pages of general observations. 

It is to the Cases, as the ground of the argu- 
ment, that we should first direct our atten- 
tion. They are twenty-three, and may be thus 
assorted — 

12 of Cow-pox communicated by accident, and 
afterwards inoculated with Small-pox. 

8 of Horse Grease communicated by accident 
and, inoculated by design. . 

6 of Cow-pox inoculated by design and trans- 
ferred from arm-to-arm. 

It may be tedious, but I should like to go 
with the reader-over these Cases, for they are 
highly instructive. Let us take the twelve of 
Cow-pox communicated by accident. 

I. — Joseph Merbet, gardener. In 1770 
attended to horses, milked cows, and caught 
cow-pox. In 1795 was repeatedly inoculated 
with small-pox, and exposed to contagion with- 
out effect. 

II. — Sarah Fobtlock, form servant. In 1771 
had cow-pox. In 1792 nursed her child in 
small-pox *' conceiving herself secure," and was 
at the same time inoculated with small-pox in 
both arms without effect. 

III. — John Philips, tradesman. EEad cow- 
pox when nine years old. Was inoculated with 
small-pox by Jenner at the age of 62 without 
effect. 

IV. — Mary Barge, farm servant. In 1767 
had cow-pox. In 1791 was inoculated with 
small-pox without effect. Had also acted as 
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nurse to small-pox patients without ill conse- 
quences. 

V. — Mrs. H., gentlewoman. Had cow-pox 
when very young, contracted by handling dairy 
utensils. Was subsequently exposed to small- 
pox, and in 1778 was inoculated with small-pox 
by Jenner without effect. 

VI. — Sarah Wynne, dairy-maid. In 1796 
had cow-pox in May. On 28th March, 1797, 
was inoculated with small-pox by Jenner with- 
out effect. 

Under this case Jenner observes, that ** among 
our dairy farmers those who have had small-pox 
either escape cow-pox, or are disposed to have 
it slightly; and as soon as the complaint shows 
itself among cattle, assistants are procured, if 
possible, who are thus rendered less susceptible 
of it, otherwise the business of the farm could 
scarcely go forward." 

VII. — Wm. Rodway, dairyman. In 1796 had 
cow-pox. In 1797 inoculated with small-pox 
by Jenner without effect. 

VIII. — Elizabeth Wynne, dairymaid. In 
1769 had cow-pox shghtly. In 1797 inoculated 
with small-pox by Jenner without effect. Had 
cow-pox again, 1798. 

IX. — ^Wm. Smith, farm servant. In 1780, 
when attending to horses with sore heels, he 
conveyed the virus to cows, and from the cows 
caught cow-pox. Had cow-pox again in 1791, 
and again in 1794. Was twice inoculated with 
small-pox in 1795, and exposed to small-pox 
without effect. 

X. — Simon Nichols, farm servant. In 1782 
had cow-pox. Inoculated with small-pox by 
Jenner some years afterwards without effect. 

XI. — ^Wm. Stinchoomb, fellow-servant with 
Nichols. In 1782 had cow-pox badly. In 
1792 inoculated with small-pox without effect. 

XII. — Hester Walkley. In 1782 had cow- 
pox. In 1795 she, and seven other pauper 
women of Tortsworth, who also had had cow- 
pox, were inoculated with small-pox by Henry 
Jenner without effect. 

Mark the assumption, that if these people had 
not had cow pox they would have received 
small-pox by inoculation, whilst nothing was 
so frequently charged against small-pox inocu- 
lation as its uncertainty, especially in persons 
over thirty-five years of age, as were the subjects 
of these experiments, with the possible excep- 
tions of VI. and VTI. The reason given by 
Jenner for the production of these Oases is, that 
he wished to " show that the change produced 
in the constitution by cow-pox is not affected 
by time " — a point which most vaccinators now 



freely surrender, insisting on the necessity of 
re- vaccination to maintain "the benign influ- 
ence." To have made such experiments ap- 
proximately conclusive would have required 
the inoculation with small-pox of subjects of 
corresponding ages and temperaments who had 
not passed through cow-pox; and the proba- 
bility is that the results would not have been 
dissimilar. 

We have also to observe that cow-pox itself 
did not prevent the recurrence of cow-pox, as 
shown in Cases VIII. and IX. ; nor does Jenner 
even attempt to explain its inefficiency in this 
respect, whilst allowing small-pox to be a pro- 
tection from cow-pox, as under Case VI. Bach 
obvious difficulties and inconsistencies did not 
disturb his easy philosophy. 

We must not, however, go farther until cow- 
pox is described ; and for that purpose we cannot 
do better than cite Jenner himself. He writes — 

" Cow-pox appears on the nipples of the cows 
in the form of irregular pustules. At their first 
appearance they are commonly of a palish blue, 
or rather of a colour somewhat approaching to 
Hvid, and are surrounded by an inflammation. 
These pustules, unless a timely remedy be 
apphed,^' frequently degenerate into phagedenio 
[spreading] ulcers, which prove extremely 
troublesome. The animals become indisposed, 
and the secretion of milk is much lessened. 

** Inflamed spots now begin to appear on 
different parts of the hands of the domesties 
employed in milking, and sometimes on the 
wrists, which run on to suppuration, first assum- 
ing the appearance of the small vesications pro- 
duced by a bum. Most commonly they appear 
about the joints of the fingers, and at their 
extremities ; but whatever parts are affected, if 
the situation will admit, these superficial sup- 
purations put on a circular form, with their 
edges more elevated than their centres, and of 
a colour distantly approaching to blue. Absorp- 
tion takes place, and tumours appear in each 
axilla [arm-pit]. 

** The system becomes affected, the pulse is 
quickened ; shiverings, succeeded by heat, gen- 
eral lassitude and pains about the loins and 
limbs, with vomiting, come on. The head is 
painfril, and the patient is now and then even 
affected with delirium;*' and, Jenner might 
have added, with convulsions. 

Having drawn this alarming picture of the 
effects of cow-pox, he interposes — 

^ Such timely remedies were Bolutions of lolpliate off irfDO 
or sulphate of copper— ft hint for those in quest of antldotai 
for vaccination. 
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"It will appear in the sequel that these 
symptoms arise principally from the irritation 
of the aoreSf and not from the primary action of 
the vaccine yims upon the constitution." 

If cow-pox meant all this, some might prefer, 
at least, the risk of small-pox; hence the judi- 
cious explanation — ^the irritation of the sores, 
not the poison in the blood, is the cause of the 
distressing symptoms ! Jenner proceeds — 

"These symptoms, varying in their degrees 
of violence, generally continue from one day to 
three or four, leaving ulcerated sores about the 
hands, which, from the sensibihty of the parts, 
are very troublesome, and commonly heal 
slowly, frequently becoming phagedenic, like 
those from whence they sprang. During the 
progress of the disease, the lips, nostrils, eye- 
lids, and other parts of the body, are sometimes 
affected with sores; but these evidently arise 
[how evidently?] from their being heedlessly 
rubbed or scratched with the patient's infected 
fingers.** 

It was this serious disease, this communicated 
cow-pox, which the subjects of the foregoing 
Cases had passed through ; and Jenner, in con- 
fonnity with popular opinion, held that they 
were thereby rendered proof against small-pox. 
"Whilst the twelve Cases adduced make a show 
of inquiry, they cover a very narrow area of 
personal research. In the general small-pox 
inoculations then prevalent, subjects of cow-pox 
were " cut *' indiscriminately with their neigh- 
bours — as, in Case XII., were the eight cow- 
poxed paupers of Tortworth ; for the argument 
ran, that if the pox did not " take " it could not 
hurt. Yet Jenner was at no pains to collect 
and exhibit the testimony of other Gloucester- 
shire practitioners, who, in the mere course of 
duty, must have known at least as much as 
himself* and might have set scores of Cases 
alongside his dozen. 

We now come to the cases of Horse- Grease — 
for not only were farm-folk reputed secure from 
small-pox by reason of cow-pox, but farriers, 
likewise, through poisoning with horse-grease. 
Here follows evidence — 

XIII. — ^Thomas Peabce, son of a farrier. In 
consequence of dressing horses with sore heels 
at his father's when a lad, had sores on his 
fingers which suppurated, and occsisioned pretty 
severe indisposition. Six years afterwards, 
Jenner inoculated him repeatedly with small- 
pox, but only produced slight inflammation, 
and exposed him to the contagion of small-pox 
without effect. 

On this case Jenner remarks — 



"It is a remarkable fact, and well-known to 
many, that wo are frequently foiled in our en- 
deavours to communicate small-pox by inocula- 
tion to blacksmiths, who in the country are 
farriers." 

XrV. — James Cole, farmer. Had horse-grease 
in the same way as Pearce. Some years after- 
wards was inoculated with small-pox, but only 
a few eruptions appeared on his forehead, which 
passed away without maturation. 

XIV. — ABRAHAM EiDDiFOBD, farmer. Was 
affected with very painful sores in both hands, 
tumours in each arm-pit, and severe and general 
indisposition, in consequence of dressing a mare 
that had sore heels. He was attended by a 
surgeon who assured him that he was now safe 
from small-pox, but, twenty years afterwards, 
he caught the disease, which ran its regular 
course. From this case Jenner draws the con- 
clusion — 

"Although the absorption of matter from 
sores on the heels of horses, secures, or nearly 
secures, the system from variolous infection, yet 
it is possible that this cannot be entirely relied 
upon, until a disease has been generated by the 
morbid matter from the horse on the nipple of 
the cow, and passed through that medium to the 
human subject.*' 

So far the cases set forth describe no more than 
ordinary Gloucestershire experience ; but now 
wo come upon the ground which is regarded as 
peculiarly Jenncrian. 

X\T;. — Sarah Nelmes, dairy-maid. In 1796 
had cow-pox, receiviag tho virus on a part of her 
hand scratched by a thorn. From the large 
pustulous sore on Sarah's hand Jenner, on 14th 
Ma}', inoculated — 

XVII. — James Phipps, a healthy boy, eight 
years of age, in tlie arm by two superficial 
incisions half an inch long. The inoculation 
" took," and was followed by chill, loss of appe- 
tite, headache, and restless sleep. On 1st 
July, the poor lad was inoculated with small- 
pox, and again several months afterwards, it is 
said, without effect. 

" Here," says Jenner, " my researches were 
interrupted till the spring of the year 1798, when, 
from the wetness of the early part of the season, 
many of the farmers* horses were affected with 
sore heels, in consequence of which cow-pox 
broke out among several of our dairies, which 
afforded me an opportunity of making further 
observations upon the curious disease.** 

About the latter end of February, 1798, Wm. 
Ha3mes and Thomas Virgoe having to wasli a 
mare with sore heels, were infected with the 
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grease, and described their sensations as much 
the same as when they were inoculated with 
small-pox. Their infection proved that if grease 
was good against smaU-pox, small-pox was not 
good against grease. Haynes was employed as 
a mUker, and pox broke oat among his master's 
cows about ten days after he had first assisted in 
washing the mare's heels. The cows' nipples 
became sore in the usual way, but as remedies 
were speedily applied, they did not ulcerate to 
any extent."^ 

XVIIL — John Baker, five years old. Inocu- 
lated, 16th March, 1798, with matter taken from 
a pustule on the hand of the aforesaid Thomas 
Virgoe poisoned with grease from the mare's 
heels. '* He became ill on the sixth day with 
symptoms gimilftr to those excited by cow- 
pox, and on the eighth was free from indisposi- 
tion." 

Upon this case Jenner observes — 

''We have seen that the virus from the horse 
is not to be reUed upon as rendering the system 
secure from variolous infection, but that the 
matter produced by it on the nipple of the cow 
U perfectly so. Whether the virus passing from 
the horse through the human constitution, as in 
the present instance, will produce a similar effect 
remains to be decided. This would have been 
effected, but the boy was rendered unfit for 
small-pox inoculation from having felt the effects 
of a contagious fever in a work-house soon after 
this experiment was made." 

Such was Jenner's method of induction t 
How could he leave the question undecided? 
Why not have waited until little Baker recovered 
from his fever? or why not have inoculated 
another work-house child with horse-grease? 
The true sons of science do not rush into print 
in such shameless deshabille. 

XIX. — William Summers, five years and a 
half old. Inoculated, 16th March, 1798, from 
the nipple of one of the cows infected with horse- 
grease by Haynes. Subsequently inoculated 
with small-pox without effect. 

XX. — ^William Fead, eight years old. In- 
oculated, 28th March, from Summers. Sub- 
sequently inoculated with small-pox without 
effect. 

XXI. — Hannah Excell, aged seven, and 
several children and adults were inoculated 
from the arm of Pead on 6th April. "The 
greater part of them sickened on the sixth day, 

* If Jenner wms correct, the facility with which the dieeaae 
WM MTetted by a wash of sulphate of copper or zinc would 
tend to indicate that pox in the cow was a local affection, 
impoeed from without, and not constitutional. 



and were well on the seventh ; but in three of 
the number a secondary indisposition arose in 
consequence of an extensive erysipelatous inflam- 
mation which appeared on the inoculated arms. 
By the appUcation of mercurial ointment to the 
inflamed parts (a treatment recommended under 
similar circumstances in the inoculated small- 
pox) the complaint subsided without giving much 
trouble." 

Excell was inoculated in three places on her 
arm. '*This," says Jenner, ''was not done 
intentionally, but from the accidental touch of 
the lancet, one puncture being always sufficient," 
The resulting pustules so much resembled those 
arising from inoculation with small-pox, " thai 
an experienced inoculator would scarcely have 
discovered a shade of difference." 

XXII. — On 12th April virus was taken from 
Hannah Excell and inserted in the arms of — 
Kobebt F. Jenneb, aged 11 months, 
John Mabklove, „ 18 „ 
Maby Pead, „ 5 years, 

Maby James, „ 6 „ 

K. F. Jenner did not " take.** The aims of 
the others inflamed, and Jenner fearing eryfd- 
pelas, as in the preceding cases, applied a caus- 
tic of soap and quick-lime to Marklove and 
James, "which,** he says, "effectually answered 
my intention in preventing erysipelas.** The 
disease was suffered to take its course in Pead, 
and no erysipelas appeared. 

XXIII. — John Babqe, seven years old. In- 
oculated from Mary Pead, and successfully. 
Was subsequently inoculated with small-pox 
without effect. 

"These experiments,** says Jenner, " afforded 
me much satisfaction; they proved that the 
matter in passing from one human subject to 
another, through Ave gradations, lost none of 
its original properties, John Barge being the 
fifth who received the infection successiyely 
from William Summers, the boy to whom it 
was communicated from the cow.** 

These are Jenner's Cases — the ground of his 
" master-piece of medicsd induction I ** and I do 
not think that anyone seriously interested in 
the vaccination question will grudge the trouble 
of their examination. Let us carefrilly remark 
the dates. Until 1796, when he operated on 
Phipps, he never made an experiment in vaooi- 
nation ; and not until the middle of March, 
1798, a few weeks before going to press with 
the Inquiry, did he repeat the experiment ; and 
though his later cases were compHcated with 
erysipelas, he did not stay to dispose of the 
difliculty and alaim thereby excited. He got 
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together his scratch lot of cases, as if under some 
oyer-mastering compnlsion, and consigned the 
concern, omde and incomplete, to the pubUc. 
By-and-by the hasty performance came to be 
spoken of as the fruit of thirty years of patient 
research, of incessant thought, of unwearied 
labour; but there is nothing too great for credu- 
hty when we are in the humour of beUef. In 
Jenner's story we have the advantage of wit- 
nessing the development of myth in the hght of 
our own age xmder our own eyes. 

Taking Jenner's Inquiry at the utmost, "What 
was it? A suggestion to substitute cow-pox for 
small-pox in inoculation. That was all. Be- 
yond this there was no practical point of novelty. 
Some have credited Jenner with originating the 
transfer of virus from arm to arm ; but in this 
respect he followed the example of many inocu- 
lators. There was a mild form of small-pox 
occasionally prevalent in London called "pearly 
pox," and Dr. Adams and others employed it 
for inoculation, and kept it going from patient 
to patient; and the virus from the arm of a 
healthy child was in constant request by timid 
folk, who fancied the virulence of the original 
infection was abated in course of transmission. 

So much for Jenner^s data: now for a few 
words about his speculations. 

He considered that some of the diseases which 
afflict men are derived from their domestication 
of animals; and that several diseases might 
have a common origin. "For example,*' he 
asks, "is it difficult to imagine that the measles, 
the scarlet fever, and the ulcerous sore throat 
with a spotted skin, have aU sprung from the 
same source ? " 

This speculation was designed to cover his 
contention that cow-pox was bred from horse- 
grease and smaU-pox from cow-pox. 

For the derivation of cow-pox from horse- 
grease, he had a plausible case, which was thus 
stated — 

" There is a disease to which the horse, from 
his state of domestication, is frequently subject. 
The farriers have termed it the Chreaae. It is an 
inflammation and swelling in the heel, accom- 
panied in its commencement with small cracks 
or fissures, from which issues a limpid fluid, 
possessing properties of a peculiar kind. 

"In this dairy country a great number of 
cows are kept, and the office of milking is per- 
formed indiscriminately by men and maid-ser- 
vants. One of the former in applying dressings 
to the heels of a horse, and not paying due at- 
tention to deanlineBS, incautiouBly bears his 
part in milking the oows, with some particles 



of the infectious matter adhering to his fingers. 
When this is the case, it frequently happens 
that a disease is conununicated to the cows, and 
from the cows to the dairy-maids, which spreads 
through the farm until most of the cattle and 
domestics feel its unpleasant consequences. 
This disease has obtained the name of the 
Cow-Pox." 

Whether Jenner was the first to assign cow- 
pox to infection with horse-grease, or whether 
he merely repeated Gloucestershire opinion, he 
does not state ; but at any rate he had no doubt 
that cow-pox was thus begotten, saying — 

" I feel no room for hesitation, being well con- 
vinced that the disease never appears among 
cows unless they have been milked by some one 
who, at the same time, has the care of a horse 
with diseased heels." 

The other wing of Jenner's doctrine, that 
small-pox was derived from horse -grease through 
cow-pox, had nothing to justify it. He adduced 
no evidence to connect outbreaks of small-pox 
with cow-pox, nor did he even suggest that 
dairy-maids caught small-pox from cows, or 
farriers from horses. His soUtary identification 
of the diseases was the close resemblance of the 
cow-pox to the small-pox pustule. This resem- 
blance, however, served his turn, and out of his 
narrow and indifferent experience he boldly 
affirmed the equivalence of the diseases, saying — 

" It is curious to observe that the virus should 
invariably and completely possess those specific 
properties which induce in the hiunan constitu- 
tion symptoms similar to those of the variolous 
fever, and effect in it that peculiar change which 
for ever renders it unsusceptible of the variolous 
contagion." 

Jenner's expectation from the issue of the 
Inquiry had nothing of the prophetic character 
described by his enthusiastic biographers. In 
the first place he regarded the continued ex- 
istence of cow-pox as far from certain, saying — 

"A knowledge of the source of infection 
[horse-grease] is new in the minds of most of 
the farmers in this neighbourhood [Berkeley] , 
but has at length produced good consequences ; 
and it seems probable from the precautions.they 
are now disposed to adopt, that the appearance 
of the cow-pox here may either be entirely ex- 
tinguished or become extremely rare." 

At the same time he throws out the suggestion 
that other affections than grease on the horse 
may beget pox on the cow; and relates how 
some milkers who dressed an erysipelatous 
inflammation on the thigh of a sucking colt 
were the means of infecting twenty-four cows 



176 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



with pox, and themselves in torn ; ** the active 
qnaUty of the virus being greatly increased after | 
it has acted on the nipples of the cow/' \ 

When Jenner was writing, the English people ! 
were committed to small-pox inoculation, or 
more accurately small-pox ctdture, and it was in | 
competition with small-pox that ho advanced j 
cow-pox. ** If asked," he says, ** whether his , 
investigation be matter of mere curiosity, or 
whether it tend to any beneficial purpose," he 
repUes by setting forth the draw-backs to the 
existing practice, and contrasting them with the 
advantages of his own. 

"Inoculation," he says, **not very unfire- 
quently produces deformity of the skin, and 
sometimes, under the best management, proves 
fatal. 

*' I have never known fatal effects arise from 
cow-pox even when impressed in the most 
unfavourable manner, producing extensive in- 
flammations and suppurations of the hands; 
cmd 08 it clearly appears that this disease leaves 
the constitution in a state of perfect security 
from the infection of small-pox ^ may we not 
infer that a mode of inoculation may be intro- 
duced preferable to that at present adopted, 
especially among fomiUes predisposed to have 
the disease unfavourably ? " 

He goes on to claim that cow-pox produces no 
pustules, and that the disease is not infectious, 
** so that a single individual of a family might 
receive it at any time without the risk of infect- 
ing the rest, or of spreading a distemper that 
fills a country with terror." 

He adds, " in constitutions disposed to scrofula, 
how frequently we see inoculated small-pox 
rouse into activity that distressful malady t" 
but he happily had the grace to refrain from 
expUcitly asserting that cow-pox was exempt 
from a similar hazard. 

Nevertheless, with characteristic inconsist- 
tency, he was disposed to advance a claim for 
cow-pox as an expulsive irritant, saying — 

** As we have seen [though he never showed] 
that the constitution may at any time be made 
to feel the febrile attack of cow-pox, might it not, 
in many chronic diseases, be introduced into the 
system, with the probabihty of affording reUef, 
upon well-known physiological principles ? " 

Finally, he adduces the uncertainty of small- 
pox inoculation — 

" There are many, who from some peculiarity 
of habit, resist the common effects of variolous 
matter inserted into the skin, and who in con- 
sequence are haunted through life with the dis- 
tressing idea of being insecure from subsequent 



infection. A ready mode of dissipating anxiety 
from such a cause must now appear obvious " — 

How obvious, he foiled to show. He made 
no pretence to demonstrate that everybody 
could be inoculated with cow-pox any more 
than everybody with small-pox. 

In short, the Inquiry in nowise bears out the 
character claimed for it as the outcome of the 
observation and meditation of many years. On 
the contrary, the dates of the cases, with the 
ill-reasoned and imperfect conclusions, plainly 
show that it was a hsbsty adventure; and to 
describe it as "a master-piece of medical induc- 
tion" is to exhibit a strange incapacity for 
iiccurate and serious criticism. 

[I should have added some observations on 
the illusory nature of Jenner's variolous test, or 
the inoculation of small-pox after that of oow- 
pox, but must reserve the matter until next 
month.— W.W.] 



MR. ERNEST HART'S LECTURE. 

It was with much satisfaction that I heard that 
Mr. Hart was going to make an end of the anti- 
vaccinators at the request of the National Health 
Society. We who have everything to gain from 
free discussion and the pubUcity of truth, reoeire 
cheerily threats of defeat and annihilation. 
Moreover, whilst I cannot say I like Mr. Hart, 
yet was I pleased to make his further acquaint- 
ance. I sat out the Animal Vaccination Con- 
ference, and in its tedious course relieved my 
mind in observing Mr. Hart's demeanour as 
chairman, for which function he exhibited not a 
few Napoleonic qualifications. In the first place, 
he knew his own mind, and was resolved that 
the dehberations of the assembly should issae in 
a verdict favourable to calf-lymph. Any doubts 
tending to discredit vaccination he put down 
smnmarily. He would Hsten to no anti- vaccin- 
ation on any pretext whatever; although in Mr. 
E. Robinson he encountered tactics that were 
more than a match for his tyranny. An efficient 
chairman should have a spice of the despot, bat 
in that respect Mr. Hart is decidedly over-spiced. 
He knows the power of bluster, and when Dr. 
Wyld began to indiscreetly reveal some of the 
perils of vaccination. Hart brought his hand 
down upon him, and he collapsed as inoffen- 
sively as an opera hat. But stronger men 
know bluster, and disregard it ; and thus when 
a similar attempt was made on Pro£B880ir 
Simonds, it was EUurt that collapsed. 

Considering Mr. Hart*s position in the madi* 
oal world, and as editor of the BriiUh M&dieml 
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Journal, I resorted to the hall of the Society of 
Arts in the fog of 27th January with the reason- 
able expectation of hearing something fresh in 
fjELYoar of vaccination — ^to have, at least, old fal- 
lacies set in new Hght, and to be amused, per- 
haps, with abuse that was not stale. The chair 
was occupied by Dr. Andrew Clark, whose frank 
address was altogether admirable — an incite- 
ment to candour, patience, and good-sense. 

Mr. Hart had not read more than a few 
minutes when I discovered that I was what is 
called " sold" — ^that I was ** in" for the recital 
of a tedious piece of hack-work — what our fore- 
fathers would have called an essay from Grub 
Street. So aggrieved was Dr. Collins that he 
rather rudely intervened to inquire whether Mr. 
Hart "was not treating us to a reading from Mr. 
Simon's well-known Blue Book. Mr. Hart is a 
busy man, with Httle leisure for original com- 
position, probably knowing nothing of vaccina- 
tion outside books, and was selected by the 
National Health Society as lecturer on the 
supposition that his name might *' draw." 
There was nothing whatever in the lectiure 
with which anti-vaccinators are not famiUar, 
and it is not to be supposed that the outer 
world are going to read what they may find in 
better form elsewhere. The only point wherein 
Mr. Hart distinguished himself was in his scorn 
and contempt for anti-vaccinators. Their ig- 
norance, their fanaticism, and their falsehoods 
were little short of indescribable. He forgets 
that anti-vaccinators have so long found their 
element in such abuse that it has ceased to hurt 
them, whilst its extravagance is beginning to 
work a reaction. One of his specially out- 
rageous remarks was, that anti-vaccinators dis- 
regard statistics, and have no sense of their 
value ! when there never was a popular move- 
ment whereon so much was staked as on the 
study and correct appreciation of statistics ! 
Why, Mr. Hart's own associate, Dr. Cameron, 
M.P., wrote to the Times and testified — 

"From a return laid before the House of 
Commons on August 14th, 1877 (Table 16), it 
appears that while in seven years prior to the 
Vaooination Act the mortahty from small-pox 
in England and Wales amoimted to 0*032 per 
cent, of the population, in the following 14 years, 
when vaccination was obhgatory, but the obli- 
gation, owing to defective machinery, was not 
enforced, it fell to 0*0189. But in the following 
eight years, when the defective machinery was 
rectified, and the national system of vaccination 
was greatly improved and extended, the mor- 
tality rose to 0*0297. The great increase in the 



mortality from small-pox, in England and 
Wales, concurrently with the extension of vac- 
cination is bettor seen by a consideration of the 
fact that the deaths from that disease, which 
during the first ten years after the enforcement 
of vaccination were 83,515; increased in the 
second decade, 1864 to 1873, to 70,458. It is all 
very well, as has been done, to explain this 
recrudescence of small-pox mortahty by the 
occurrence of exceptional epidemics; but it 
seems reasonable to argue that in the course of 
the 22 years, during which vaccination has been 
compulsory and over which the return extends, 
some impression should have been made upon 
epidemic as well as sporadic small-pox. The 
recurrence, therefore, in the latest period of a 
mortality almost as high as that experienced 
prior to the Vaccination Act shows either that 
the protective virtues of vaccination are mythi- 
cal or that there is something radically wrong 
in our national system of vaccination." 

Now, before Mr. Hart begins to turn on 
Billingsgate upon anti-vaccinators, to reproach 
them with indifference to statistics, and to cry 
out for more vaccination, he has to account for 
these statistics of his faithful comrade. Dr. 
Cameron. As Professor Newman well observes, 
it is idle to confose the question with wrangles 
over vaccination marks and other indififerent 
details when the broad evidence of statistical 
experience is wholly adverse to vaccination. 

When Mr. Hart had finished, the Chairman 
observed that he was sorry that Mr Hart had 
made no reference to the influence of sanitary 
measures in abating small-pox, but had ascribed 
everything to vaccination. The observation 
pierced the lecturer profoundly as his ruefol 
expression betrayed. Then followed a discus- 
sion in which Dr. Haughton described how Mr. 
P. A. Taylor, and other members of the 1871 
Conmiittee of the House of Commons, had seen 
reason to change their minds as to the innocence 
and efficiency of vaccination ; and Dr. Pearce 
adduced a variety of statistics with the calmness 
and cogency which are his invariable distinction. 
Mr. E. Bobinson was then loudly called for, and 
in response, clearly set forth that the abatement 
of small-pox was due, 1st, to improvements in 
hygiene, 2nd, to improved methods of treating 
and isolating small-pox, and, 3rd, to the cessa- 
tion of inoculation. In the course of his speech, 
Mr. Bobinson remarked that Dr. Warlomont 
imposed a severe duty upon parents in requiring 
them to look after the quahty of the lymph 
applied to their children, and was met with a 
fuious contradiction by Mr. Hart; but Mr. 
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llobinson was equal to tlio occasion. He had 
Dr. Warlomont's lecture at hand and read the 
very words incriminated to the confusion of his 
arrogant censor. The Chairman then called 
for some one to speak in defence of vaccination, 
and in response Mr. Bartlett aired some notions 
on the microscopic characteristics of vaccine 
virus. Lastly, Mr. Emery delivered a vigorous 
speech in which he roughly disposed of some of 
the lecturer's more audacious assertions as to the 
immunity of hospital nurses from small-pox, and 
the value of many vaccination marks ; adding, 
as personal experience, that his wife, who was 
the only re- vaccinated member of his house- 
hold, took small-pox, whilst her unvaccinated 
infant escaped. An observation, that consider- 
ing the money doctors got by vaccination, it 
was natural they should fight for it, called forth 
an indignant rebuke from the Chairman, who 
held that the profession were altogether superior 
to lucrative considerations. 

Thus the meeting intended for our confusion 
ended otherwise. ** Let not him that girdeth on 
his harness boast himself as he that putteth it 
off." I turned to my British Medical Jowmal to 
see what face Mr. Ernest Hart put upon the 
transaction, and there read that '* a rather noisy 
discussion by anti -vaccinators followed the lec- 
ture, in which, however, no attempt was even 
made to meet the figures brought forward." 
Such is truthful reporting! and such is Mr. 
Ernest Hart — ^the noisiest person in the room I 

St. Kentioern. 



WM. WHITE TO DB. ANDREW CLARK. 

Komplay Road, Hampstead, N.W., 
27th January, 1880. 

To Andrew Clark, Esq., M.D. 

Sir, — I cannot help thanking you cordially 
for your impartial conduct in the chair at Mr. 
Ernest Hart's lecture, and for the manner in 
which you indicated the grand fallacy that 
vitiated his discourse. The sanitary improve- 
ments and changes in habit and diet which 
have reduced zymotic disease have also reduced 
small -pox; but our rabid vaccinators assert that 
these improvements and changes have had little 
or no influence on small-pox, and that the reduc- 
tion is chiefly due to vaccination. This Dr. 
Seaton maintained in his Report for 1874 — the 
highest water-mark, perhaps, of vaccinating 
fanaticism. 

Tou asked, and Mr. Hart asked, why we did 
not answer his statistics; but Mr. Hart made 



no attempt to answer Dr. Pearce's. The truth 
is, statistics cannot be answered off-hand, and 
any one can secure an easy triumph by roaring 
out figures which his adversaries have no instant 
means of checking. 

Mr. Hart, and you too, wished to know how 
we accounted for the extraordinary mortality in 
hospitals among the unvaccinated. We reply, 
the mortality, as stated, is incredible, and is 
greater by far than the mortaUty from small- 
pox in ante-vaccination days. At the same 
time, I would ask. Who are the unvaccinated? 
and reply. They are the waifs and strays of our 
civilisation, the children of vagabonds, with 
feeble constitutions to start with, the victims of 
every form of disease. The unvaccinated are 
also the unbaptised, and the lack of baptism is 
as likely to have contributed to their deaths as 
the lack of vaccination. If the inquiry were 
made, it would be found, I have no doubt, that 
the unvaccinated in hospitals die at a higher 
rate than the vaccinated of pneumonia and 
scarlet fever. 

You were a little hard on our friend Emexy 
for his ascription of mercenary motives to 
medical men. I admit the imputation is 
injudicious, and in innumerable cases untrue; 
but at the same time human nature is human 
nature, and we need not be so romantic as 
suppose that the gains of vaccination have no 
influence on the maintenance of vaccination. 
How many clergymen of the Irish Church 
favoured Gladstone's measure of disendow- 
ment ? and are not parsons and doctors much 
the same the world over? — Yours faithftdly, 

Wm. Whttb. 

16 Cavendish Square, W., 
81st January, 1880. 
To Wm. White, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt 
of your lucid and able letter, and to express my 
regret that the pressure of work entitled to 
precedence prevents me from entering into that 
consideration of it which otherwise I should 
gladly have given. — Faithfully yours, 

Andrew Clabk. 



" Each (small-pox) epidemic, since Jenner's 
system, had been more severe than the preceding 
one." — Eight Hon. Earl Percy. 

'*The President of the Local Goyemment 
Board cannot deny that children die under the 
operation of the Vaccination Acts in a whole* 
sale way." — /. W. Pease^ M.P. 
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MR. DIJDGEON on MR. HART'S 
LECTURE. 

[The following comments on Mr. Hart's lecture 
have been sent to ns by Mr. Dudgeon, and have 
api>eared in the Echo,] 

Mr. Hart's letter is another illustration of the 
heating nature of the vaccine controversy even 
on minds naturally cool and collected. The 
8i>eaker no sooner gets warmed by his theme 
than he launches out into sharp invective against 
those who differ from him on this question. 
The anti-vaccine publications, he says, consist 
of surprising misstatements, misquotations, and 
absurd descriptions of physiological phenomena. 
As vaccinators themselves acknowledge their 
inability to explain the physiological phenomena 
of small-pox and its vaccine preventive, this 
unpleasing language might well have been 
spared. 

Mr. Hart tells us that " a thoroughly vaccin- 
ated person has only one-seventieth of the 
chances of catching the small-pox that an un- 
vaccinated person has"; but as a person who 
catches the small-pox is invariably declared by 
oar opponents to be ipso facto a person not 
thoroughly vaccinated, the argument is not a 
forcible one. The Chinese are an unvaccinatod 
nation, but surely they are not seventy times 
more liable to small-pox than our vaccinated 
friends, neither are they fifty times more liable 
to death from it when attacked. As a matter 
of fact, there is every reason to believe that 
China is more free from this disease than vac- 
cinated Europe. 

Mr. Hart attaches much importance to the 
fatal cases in the family of King William the 
Third. Let me remind him that Pepys tells us 
that the Queen's Portuguese ladies in London, 
twenty-six years before King William's reign, 
** complained much of the lack of good water 
to drink." As with the water so with the air. 
The stench and filth of London did not, as vac- 
cinators ignorantly pretend, cease with the great 
fire in 1666. As late as 1740 a speech was 
delivered in the House of Commons which 
clearly explains to us the cause of the small- 
pox and plague of those days. Lord Viscount 
Tyrconnell said — 

•* The most disgusting part of the character 
given by travellers of the most savage nations is 
their neglect of cleanliness, of which, perhaps, 
no part of the world affords more proof than the 
streets of the British capital, which abound with 
such heaps of filth as a savage would look on 
with amazement. The passenger is everywhere 
offended and obstmoted by mountains of filth. 



No magistrate has power to remedy it. If that 
be allowed which is generally believed, that 
putrefaction and stench are the cause of pesti- 
lential distempers, I solicit the House to unite 
with me to avert the greatest and most dreadful 
of calamities." 

Lord Gage supported the Viscount's Bill for 
cleansing the streets. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (Mr. Sandys) angrily opposed it. 
The advantages of street cleanliness were 
** shadowy." He " should not be surprised to 
hear the wisest man declare rather for a pesti- 
lence than an increase of officers." He " did 
not think the grievance insupportable." The 
Bill was consequently lost by 142 against 109. 
Have these words, of surpassing interest to the 
calm and judicial inquirer, ever been made use 
of by any defender of vaccination ? Yet they 
are of the highest historic value to those who 
wish for truth. 

It is the old battle of cleanliness against 
mysticism which is stiU raging. In 1740 it was 
cleanliness versus inoculation. It is now clean- 
liness (municipal cleanliness) versus vaccination. 
If Mr. Hart wishes to weaken our hold upon the 
public mind, it is upon this line that the battle 
must be fought. 

Our anti- vaccine theory, that zjrmotic disease 
is the natural result of municipal filth, is making 
great strides in the United States. One of tlie 
best writers in the Atluntlc Monthly^ of Decem- 
ber, says that public opinion in the North be- 
Heves that the yellow fever is caused by the 
filthy state of the Southern cities ; while, on the 
contrary, the controlling opinion of the South is 
that the disease never originates de novo, but is 
due to importation from abroad ; and that the 
effectual safeguard is not municipal cleanliness, 
but quarantine and isolation. For instance, the 
medical inspector of Mobile has lately reported 
that ** things are very unsanitary here. When I 
have approached the authorities upon the subject 
[municipal filth] , they have said that yellow- 
fever will come whether you are clean or not." 

Quorn. Henry D. Dudgeon. 



MR. HART AND MR. DUDGEON. 

Mr. Dudgeon was good enough to refer to Mr. 
Hart as a person of cool and collected mind : 
fortunately he reserved any compliment as to 
his accuracy. Mr. Dudgeon said truly — 

** A person who catches the small-pox is in- 
variably declared by our opponents to be ipso 
facto a person not thoroughly vaccinated." 

Mr. Hart thereon wrote to the Echo — 
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" There is only one part of the letter signed 
* Henry D. Dudgeon* which seems to me to call 
for any reply, and that is the sentence in which 
the writer states that — 

'* ' A person who catches the small-pox is in- 
variably described by our opponents to be ipso 
facto not vaccinated.* ** 

Mark the omission of the word thoroughly, 
Mr. Dudgeon did not say " a person not vacci- 
nated**: he said '* a person not thoroughly 
vaccinated ** ; which, as all know, is a conmion- 
place of vaccinators* logic. Having stuck up 
his man of straw, Mr. Hart proceeds to fire 
away in this fashion — 

** Of course if this were true, all statistics on 
the subject would be valueless. It is, however, 
as Henry D. Dudgeon should know, absolutely 
and entirely untrue. The proof of vaccination 
is derived from the presence on the arm of 
marks of vaccination, and nothing else. If the 
opponents of vaccination have no other reply 
to the overwhelming evidence afforded by an 
immense experience of the immunity of well- 
vaccinated persons from, attacks of small-pox, 
and of the very light mortality among those 
who, being weU-vaccinated, are attacked, we 
may fairly consider that they have no case at 
all, and that is, I can say, the true state of 
facts.** 

We have seen something in our time of men- 
dacious quotation, but scarcely anything to 
match the foregoing ; and now we clearly see 
what sort of character we have to deal with 
when Mr. Ernest Hart is our antagonist. 

In a letter to the Echo^ of 11th February, 
Mr. Dudgeon observes — 

Thorough vaccination either means vaccina- 
tion which produces the intended efifect, or it 
does not ; and, in the latter case, what meaning 
can we possibly attach to the word in this con- 
troversy? Of course I am aware that the 
whole profession are compelled to acknowledge 
the deaths of many thousands of vaccinated 
persons from small-pox in the last ten years. 
But why does Mr. Hart speak of the "over- 
whelming evidence afforded by an immense 
experience of the immunity of well- vaccinated 
persons from attacks of small-pox ** ? And does 
not every one know that the sufiferings of the 
vaccinated from small-pox are constantly attri- 
buted to the inefficiency of the vaccination, the 
limited number of marks, the deterioration of 
the lymph, and the improper methods em- 
ployed ; in a word, to the want of " thorough- 
ness** or snitabiliiy of the means to the end ? 



Mr. Hart makes a statement which reaches 
far. He says — "The proof of vaccination is 
derived from the presence on the arm of marks 
of vaccination, and nothing else.'* In this 
event, patients who enter hospitals, in the con- 
fluent stage, with the marks of vaccination 
hidden by the eruption, would necessarily, 
should death ensue, be registered with the nn- 
vaccinated. "C*est magnifique, mais ce n'est 
pas la guerre ! ** 

JOSHUA JACOB AND LORD EMLY. 

Lord Emlt, as Mr. William Monsell, was Post- 
master imder Mr. Gladstone*s administration, 
and now sits as Chairman of the Limerick Board 
of Guardians, actively co-operating in the per- 
secution of Mr. Joshua Jacob and other Limerick 
anti-vaccinators. Personally, we believe, Lord 
Emly is kindly and well-meaning, and in a 
moment of weakness ventured to write to Mr. 
Jacob, explaining why he should submit to the 
law, forgetting that authority should never 
condescend to argue. Mr. Jacob, good Friend 
as he is, was not slow to perceive his advantage, 
and thus dealt with his adversary — 

Friend, — I am favoured with thy letter in 
reply to one from me, in which I complained 
of the action of the Board of Guardians in con- 
tinuing a fruitless contest with me by harsh, 
cruel, and repeated prosecutions, in the canning 
out of which my property has been seized by 
force of police and put up to public auction in 
this city, where I have endeavoured to live 
peaceably these many years. 

The letter before me, as well as thy several 
public speeches on the subject, having contri- 
buted to the revival of these cruelties, I think 
it my duty to address to thee a public reply, in 
which I shall endeavour to convince thee that 
the 600 Limerick defaulters, with myself, have 
truth, justice, and common sense on their side. 

It is true that some of the Guardians profess 
to beheve that they must carry ont the law, and 
that the Act is against me. To thia weak 
apology I answer, that a bad Act of Parliament 
can never be justified by the mere argument of 
its own existence. There once was a law under 
which "Quakers** were cruelly persecuted for 
refusing to swear ; and will it be credited that 
four of that peaceable people were hanged tti 
Boston in the time of Charles II., under no graver 
charge than that they were " Quakers." Li Ix^ 
land there was at one time a law which offered 
a reward for a priest*s head, and made it a penal 
offence for a man of the Boman Catholio hidk 
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to own a horse of the Talne of £5, These were 
bad laws, and yet men were found who carried 
them out, and tried to screen themselves by 
saying the law was against the owner of the 
horse, and that by Act of Parliament they most 
behead the priest. Proseontors and executioners 
were not wanting, and all sheltered themselves 
behind the existing statutes. The Limerick 
Guardians seem to think they are under a 
necessity to prosecute me indefinitely. Is this 
the spirit of the Act? Assuredly not. The 
Local Government Board (England), in reply 
to a question put by the Caister Board of 
Guardians (1877) — "Are we obliged to prose- 
cute vaccination defaulters more than once?" 
answered, " In the Board's opinion, sec. 5, art. 
16, of the Order of 81st October, 1874, leaves a 
discretion to the Guardians, whether, after 
proceedings have been taken in any case, under 
sec. 31 of the Vaccination Act, 1867, further 
proceedings should be taken in the same case, 
if the default continues." Now, inasmuch as 
the Irish law on this subject has lately been 
assimilated to the English, I have a right to 
claim the benefit of this ** opinion." 

To thy statement that ** Thirty years before 
vaccination was introduced, the number of 
deaths in England firom small-pox was 3000 a 
year per million of the population," I answer 
that this is an estimate merely, put forward by 
a medical officer of the Privy Council, who 
reduced it to 2500 when examined before the 
Commons Committee in 1871, and was derived 
from an estimate of Dr. Lettsom, who Hved 
last century, and who assumed that figure to 
represent the mortahty all over England, from 
the circumstance that it represented the mor- 
tality in and around London at a certain period ! 
Figures are indeed figurative, as I shall prove 
by reminding thee that in vaccinated Dublin in 
1872, the small-pox death-rate rose to 7500 per 
million — a complete and crushing answer to 
thy English estimate. By parity of reasoning, 
we might, with equal propriety, assume that 
7500 per million was the small-pox mortality 
for all Ireland. • • ; 

Baron Emly, let me appeal to thy well-known 
intelligence to decide whether that indefinite 
thing called vaccine lymph is drawn from one 
source, as tea from a chest. No man can or 
dare deny that it comes from a thousand and 
one sources. Since the days of Jenner millions 
of human bodies have been tapped to famish 
supplies of this admittedly dangerous virus, and 
these specimens of human matter (glossed over 
witii the innocent naaae *' cow-pock") charged 



in many instances with various hateful and horri- 
ble diseases, have been inserted, by force of an 
inhuman law, into tens of milHons of other 
human bodies. It is in vain for Drs. O'Farrell, 
Hayes, and O'Shaughnessy to deny what is 
openly admitted by great leaders in their own 
profession. The Lancet and British Medical 
Journal admit that the foulest disorders have 
been transmitted by vaccination. Dr. Hutchin- 
son, the eminent London surgeon, reported to 
the Medical Association, a case within his own 
experience where thii*teen vaccinations were 
made from a healthy-looking child, the result 
being that eleven children were ruined by 
syphilis, that ghastly disease which originates 
in the immorahty of mankind. 

To thy remark to the Guardians that I had 
obtained the opinion of a " quack " on these 
points, I answer that Dr. Haughton, who gave 
evidence in court for me, is the son of the late 
chairman of the Great Southern and Western 
Railway Company. He is a member of the 
Royal CoUege of Surgeons, England, and is a 
Doctor of Medicine ; and in addition to these 
diplomas he has obtained a gold medal in 
Trinity College, Dublin, of which College he is 
Senior Moderator in Experimental and Natural 
Science. 

I now proceed to the examination of thy 
Scottish figures, which were quoted as follows — 

Scotland — Compulsory Act introduced 1865. 
Deaths from small-pox in 
1864—1741 1867— 100 

1865— 383 1868— 15 

1866— 201 1869— 1 

These statistics were put forward by thee with 
the remark, "There is no getting over such 
facts;" and the Board responded by ordering 
another prosecution. I am boimd, Baron 
Emly, to put the best possible construction 
upon men's words; but seeing that I am a 
great sufferer, I ask thee, in the face of the 
whole country, to tell me how thou hast been 
led into the error of selecting just those figures 
which appear to favour your action, and of sup- 
pressing farther statistical evidence from Scot- 
land which would condemn you and justify me. 
The items chosen are from the returns of the 
Scottish Begistror-General, and are correct, 
with the exception of that for 1869, which is 
erroneously given as 1 instead of 64. But, in 
justice, why stop at the year 1869 ? The 
returns of the Begistrar-General go on to state : 
Deaths from smaU-pox in Scotland 
1870— 114 1872—2448 
1871—1442 1878—1126 
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Kow, if the prevalence of Tocciastioii caused 
the abatement ot gmall-poi from 1864 to 1869, 
ts we are invited to believe, to what must we 
Bttribnte the great increase in 1871, '72, and 
'78? 

As regards thy Dublin statistics, art thou 
aware that Dr. Eenny and the Guardians of the 
South Dublin Union have ofBcially reported 
that the vaccination laws are thoroughly and 
stringently enforced ? though, in the face of 
that fact, as if in mockery of it, we have the 
intelligenco that the worst small-pox epidemic 
for tlie century is still unsubdued 1 

Thy statement that there has been a mortality 
of 69 to 68 per cent, amongst unvaecinated 
Bmall-pox patients, is a self-refuted statistic. 
Last century, before vaccination was known, or 
sanitary science had begun to be studied, the 
estimated mortality was put down at an average 
of 11 and a mnTiTnnni of 30 per cent. And yet 
we are now asked to believe that amongst nn- 
vaccinated patients there is, notwithstanding 
the vast improvements in sanitary science, a 
mortahty of 69 to 88 pet cent I With great 
respect to thee, the statement is incredible ; for 
Dr. Beaton, in his Sandbook of Vaccination, 
asserts that, "We have no reason to beUeve 
that Bmall-pox is more fatal in this century than 
the last." 

To draw towards a conclusion, may I remind 
thee that some of the most learned and foremost 
men in the present House of Commons are 
opposed to compulsory vaccination, amongst 
whom I may name WiHitim E. Gladstone and 
John Bright, I believe brother cabinet ministers 
of thine own. . . . 

Having regard to the present state of this 
country, I wish to be found amongst its law- 
abidici; inhabitants, and to uphold the power of 
the civil magistrate, but I cannot consent to the 
vaccination of my child. You may still further 
prosecute, so as to multiply penalties which 
might end in my imprisonment or exile ; but 
3'on shall never saccoed in depriving me of a 
father's natural prerogative to protect his cliild 
from what he beheves may be injurious to her 
moral condition as well as physical heoltli. 

May I remind thee and the Ooardians, that, 
considering my fixed determination to carry oat 
the dictates of my own conscience, farther 
prosecutions would only inflict pain, and would 
tend to bring ^e administration of law into dis- 
repute, and lessen yoa in pnblio estimation. 
Above all, they would provoke the displeasure 
of the Divine Parent of mankind, who still 



teaches that " Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy." 

Thy respectful friend, 

Joshua Jacob. 
Bockspring, near Limerick, the 6th of the 2nd 
month (called February), 1880. 



OFFICIAL OFFICIOUSNESS. 
The Vaccination Acts are not law, but a mockery 
of law. Theyareinjusticeby Act of Parliament. 
Wrong cannot be made right by Farliamentaiy 
majorities. Laws, real laws, harmonise man 
with man, never punish virtuous men, but only 
protect them, and curb the vioious. The Tac. 
cination Acts are a disgrace to our dvilieation, 
and liideous must be the injustice which caoses 
pubhc bodies, naturally conservative, to inter- 
pose and obstruct the course of legislation. 

Boards of Guardians in enli^tened districts 
like Dewsbory, for instance, are ashamed to 
assume the task of persecuting for conscience' 
sake, and tramphng upon the rights of parents; 
and issuo eloquent protests against the infamous 
Acts whereof they are expected to be the de- 
graded instruments. The Dewsbory Guardians 
have argued out the subject with the Local 
Govenmient Board, and have so piled reason 
on fact and fact on reason, that the Board seem 
as impotent to render an answer as if they ware 
so many gravediggers or parish beadles. They 
fall back on the usual argument of tyranny — 
theirauthority and their power; but they cannot 
long expect Englishmen of the 19th eentory to 
bow to what is void of reason and justice, which, 
moreover, prays to be left untonched, lest it 
collapse altogether. 

The Leicester Quardians likewise ventured to 
remonstrate with the Local Govemment Board 
upon the impropriety of burdening Ihem (aa 
unpaid body already heavily burdened) with the 
unpleasant responsibihty of initiating the pro- 
secution of most intelligent and coneeientiona 
neighbours in order to compel them to pollate 
their children. 

Here, too, the Local Oovemmeat Board were 
smitten with impotence. They could not defend 
the vaccination fraud. They conld only &11 
back ou authority, and on what they call law. 

The Leicester Guardians have always earned 
out the Vaccination Acts as leniently as possible. 
Thoy have only allowed their vaccination offiw 
to prosecute a parent once foi one child. That 
is, they have never allowed Section 81 of die 
Acts to he pat in force. They defend Uuir 
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practice as in strict aooordance with the spirit 
and intention of the Acts, if not with the letter. 
The magistrates of Leicester act with the same 
thonghtfnlness and moderation, and in all cases 
award no more than half of the full fines. 

This thonghtfnlness and moderation are highly 
distasteful to a Jack in ofiice, named Dr. Ballard. 
He would show no indulgence to anti- vaccina- 
tors. He would prosecute them to the utter- 
most. He would run all risks, would goad to 
fury a too patient people, and never mind what 
happened. 

This Jack in office (it appears from, the news- 
paper report) has, however, ventured beyond 
his tether, as if emulous of the beggar on horse- 
back who rode farther than he intended. He 
went to the Leicester vaccination officer and 
ordered him to do his duty tmder the Slst 
Section of the Acts. What right had he to 
interfere? His duty was limited to inspection, 
and to reporting faithfully to his superiors at 
the Local Government Board. If the Board 
thought fit to intervene, they would communi- 
cate with the Guardians. 

The Guardians were, however, equal to the 
occasion. They directed the vaccination officer 
to do as he had done hitherto, and to pay no 
attention to Dr. Ballard. 

Mr. Lennard, one of the Gu^xdians, made an 
admirable speech, moving that the vaccination 
officer proceed as usual, which motion was 
carried unanimously. Mr. Lennard, after some 
preliminary remarks, observed — 

'* That we may arrive at a just conclusion, I 
would point out a few facts in relation to the 
law. You may remember that in 1871 an 
inquiry into the question of vaccination was 
conducted by a Gonunittee of the House of 
Commons, and a Report was presented to the 
House, in which Report the Conmiittee recom- 
mended ' that whenever in any case two pen- 
alties, or one full penalty, have been imposed 
upon a parent, the magistrates should not 
impose any further penalty in respect of the 
same child.* Further, Mr. Candlish, who was 
one of the framers of the Vaccination Acts, and 
who gave evidence before the Committee of 
1871 » said it never entered the thoughts of those 
who were responsible for the promotion of the 
measure that there should be repeated penalties 
for disobeying its provisions. After the Report 
of the Committee of 1871 was presented to the 
House of Commons, Mr. Forster introduced a 
Bill based upon its recommendations, and in- 
cluding the following dause — 

<« 'After the commencement of the Act, no 



parent of a child shall be liable to be convicted 
for neglecting to take, or cause to be taken, 
such child to be vaccinated, or for disobedience 
to any order directing such child to be vacci- 
nated, if either he has been previously adjudged 
to pay the full penalty of 20s. for any such 
offences with respect to such child, or he has been 
previously twice adjudged to pay any penalty 
for any such offences in respect of such child.* 

** That clause, as part of the Bill, passed the 
House of Conmions by a large majority. I 
believe the majority was 58 to 12. The measure 
went up to the House of Lords, where the clause 
which I have just read was struck out by a 
majority of one (the voting being eight against 
it and seven in its favour), and I am sorry to 
say that the odd vote was that of a Bishop. 
That one vote in the House of Lords perpetuates 
the cumulative penalties which are now on the 
Statute Book. When the Bill went back to the 
House of Commons, a day before the proroga- 
tion of Parliament, Mr. Forster, despairing of 
getting it passed if he stuck to the clause, as the 
House would have done, let it drop, and the 
Bill became law. That is how it has become 
possible that people may be fined any number 
of times for the same offence. When the Vac- 
cination Act Amendment BUI was introduced in 
the House of Lords in 1871 byLordWalsingham, 
his lordship remarked that it was in no way 
contemplated by the firamers of the Bill to 
encom-age prosecutions to the extent of persecu- 
tion, but to leave a fair discretion to be exercised 
in cases of conscientious objections. That is 
sufficient to show what the spirit of the Acts 
was intended to be, and what the ideas of those 
who drew them up really were. But how came 
it to pass that there were two sections under 
which a person might be summoned. Section 
29 and Section 81 ? I wiU explain. When the 
Vaccination Acts were made further compulsory 
in 1867, a good many children were then Uving 
who were xmder 14 years of age, and who had 
never come imder the operation of the Com- 
pulsory Acts of 1858 at all, and so to catch all 
the children who had been bom within the 14 
years, the Legislature made two clauses; but 
it was never intended that a person should be 
summoned under both Sections in respect of the 
same child. The 29th Section was intended to 
deal with children under three months old, and 
Section 81 with children over that age and 
under 14; and if, therefore, we take action 
against one man in respect of one child under 
both Sections, we should be doing that which 
the Legislature never intended us to do.** 
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There is much more in Mr. Lenuard's speech 
that I should like to see reprinted, but I fear 
that I have ahready exceeded the space intended 
for me. I cannot refrain firom expressing a 
wish that a Mr. Lennard was on every Board 
of Guardians in England, and that all Boards 
of Guardians would act as independently and as 
wisely as the Leicester Board of Guardians. 

W. G. Ward, F.R.H.S. 



THE CALF-LYMPHERS BEFORE 
GOVERNMENT. 

A DEPUTATION from tho British Medical Associa- 
tion, consisting of Dr. Cameron, M.P., Mr. 
Ernest Hart, Dr. Alfred Carpenter, Dr. Norman 
Eerr, Dr. Bristowe, Dr. Ransome (Manchester), 
and Dr. Green (Birmingham), had an interview 
on 9th February with Mr. Sclater-Booth (with 
whom was Mr. Salt, M.P.), at Whitehall, to ask 
the Government to introduce a bill this session 
making it lawful for persons to demand vacci- 
nation with pure lymph from the calf. The 
grounds urged for the change were, that it would 
prevent the outcries of the Anti- Vaccinators 
having any effect; that it would remove the 
fears of the pubHo respecting the conveyance of 
disease by arm-to-arm vaccination; that a 
supply of calf-lymph could be easily obtained 
and its freshness secured; whilst under the 
system of vaccination in force, lymph was 
frequently allowed to remain so long on hand as 
to deteriorate in quahty and efficiency. 

Mr, Sclater-Booth in reply observed the 
Board had no objection to the substitution of a 
better for a worse form of Ij^nph, but he had to 
deal with the question practically, and the depu- 
tation had submitted to him two or three con- 
tradictory propositions. It was said they did 
not wish to interfere with the present arm-to- 
arm system, and yet it was that very system 
they attacked and undermined in their recom- 
mendation of calf-lymph ! They allowed that if 
the whole population were vaccinated, that a 
larger portion must submit to vaccination from 
arm-to-arm, and he would ask them as reason- 
able men, how the Board could ever be expected 
to maintain and to answer for a first and second 
class order of vaccination ? It was said there 
was no confidence in the lymph that now issues 
from the Board, but how was confidence to 
arise when various sorts of lymph were issued ? 
As to the Anti- Vaccinators, he could say con- 
fidently from his experience at the Board, that 
their resistance would not be mitigated in the 
slightest degree by the substitution of one sort 



of lymph for another. The Board was responsi- 
ble for about 500,000 vaccinations annually, 
leaving about 250,000 to private practice ; and 
if the pubUc were crying out for calf-lymph as 
represented, why not introduce it among those 
who can pay for their choice? He begged 
therefore that they would not attempt to force 
the hand of Government prematurely ; for they 
would only produce confusion, aTid probably the 
entire collapse of th-e existing system of Vacci- 
nation, which all admit is extremely difficult to 
work as it is. 

One question Mr. Sclater-Booth neglected to 
ask, namely, the authority under which the 
Deputation approached him. They professed to 
represent the British Medical Association, which 
consists of several thousand members ; and we 
make bold to say the majority would repudiate 
any responsibihty for those who thus adventured 
to speak in their name. The Conference of the 
Association in Chandos -street left not a doubt 
that the profession generally had no confidence 
in calf-lymph over human lymph ; and the dis- 
cussion revealed the fact that some of the loudest 
advocates of animal vaccination had not mastered 
the very elements of tlieir craft. 



WHERE WE HAVE GOT TO. 

(From Pall Mall Gazette, of 10th Feb.) 

Whethsb vaccination from the calf is preferable 
on the whole to arm-to-arm vaccination may be 
doubtful; at all events, there does not seem as 
yet to be that assured conviction on the subject 
which ought to precede compulsory legislation. 
But there is one specific point on which the 
superiority of ammal vaccination is marked, 
and that is its unmunity from the taint of subtle 
disease."^ For a long time it was vehemently 
denied that this taint could possibly be conveyed 
by arm-to-arm vaccination. Now this is denied 
no longer. The cases may be of very rare 
occurrence, but the highest medical authorities 
are of opiraon that they may and do occur. It 
is obvious that this admission alters the whole 
position of the anti-vaccinators. Instead of 
having to rely on semi-theological declamation 
or semi-medical ignorance, they can call Sir 
Thomas Watson as a witness, and quote his 
declaration that the most telling of their objeo- 

* Here is assumed what has to he proved. The origin of 
cow-pox is in question, and until animal Taodnaton can ozld- 
bit the pedigree of their " pure calf lymph," and eaqplain ham 
it started pure, how it has been kept pure, and how it is to bt 
kept pure, th^ are unlikely '*to ooma ovtr" tba Looil 
(Government ikwrd or the House of Ooaaaaoa^^Rb. 
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tions to vacoination is really founded on truth. 
What is wanted, therefore, is that the Goyem- 
ment should take measures to put calf lymph 
within the reach of every public vaccinator. If 
the majority of parents are content with arm- 
to-arm vaccination, that is no business of the 
Government. All that they are concerned with 
is that before anyone is punished for refusing to 
have his child vaccinated, he should have been 
given the choice of vaccination &om the calf. 



VACCINATION A VIOLATION OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Constitution of Massachusetts declares that 
the end and purpose of government is to secure 
to individuals who compose the body-politic 
" the power of enjoying in safety and tranquility 
their natural rights and the blessings of life." 
Good health (if one is so fortunate as to possess 
it) is a '* natural right." What right is more 
inherent in, or more essential to, a man, than 
good health ? Which of the " blessings of life " 
is more valuable ? The Constitution also declares 
that if *' the property of an individual should be 
appropriated to public uses, he shall receive a 
reasonable compensation therefor." A man's 
good health is as precious to him as his property. 
It is a species of property which enables him to 
obtain a livelihood, and yield support and honour 
to the State. Shall his good health (through 
enforced vaccination) be imperilled, or, possibly, 
sacrificed to the pet theory (established by law) 
of vaccination doctors, and he be remediless ? 

I regard the vaccination statutes, which oper- 
ate to implant cow-pox into all children, both 
the healthy and unhealthy ones, before or after 
they attain th& age of two years, and periodically 
afterwards into the rest of the inhabitants of the 
State, as an outrage upon the nearest and 
dearest natural rights of mankind, and as a viola- 
tion of the Constitution of Massachusetts. 

Alfbed E. Giles. 

Hyde Park, Massachusetts, Feb. 10th, 1880. 



The late Hepworth Dixon, in a letter to his 
friend, Mr. Henry Pitman, of Manchester, said 
— "Thanks for your papers (Prison Thoughts 
on Vo/ccination), which I have just read — every 
word. My mind has never been seriously 
occupied about vaccination. I once had a 
painful doubt ; but on consulting Mr. Richard- 
son, the oloud passed away: but I have no 
hesitation in saying that I thoroughly object to 
the prindple of oompnision here,'** 



THE LONDON SOCIETY 

FOB THE 

ABOLITION OF COMPULSORY 
VACCINATION. 

A MEETING for the formation of this much 
desired and much required Society was held on 
12th February at 76 Chancery Lane, Mr. Wm. 
Tebb occupying the chair. After discussing 
various suggestions, it was determined to assume 
the title of The London Society for the Abolition 
of Compulsory Vaccination ; and the objects of 
the Society were defined as follows — 

1. The Abolition of Compulsory Vaccination. 

2. The Diffusion of Knowledge concerning 

Vaccination. 

3. The maintenance in London of an Office 

for the pubHcation of Literature relating 
to Vaccination, and as a Centre of Infor- 
mation. 
The minimum annual subscription, consti- 
tuting membership, to be 2s 6d. 

A provisional executive conunittee was con- 
stituted of the following gentlemen — 
Walter Hasker. 
Edward Hauohton, M.D. 
J. M. Newnham. 
J. A. Parker, Treasurer, 

A. C. SWINTON. 

William Tebb, Chairman. 

William Young. 

William White, Secretary. 
One of the first duties of the Committee wiU 
be to obtain a suitable office in a central situa- 
tion. A shop in a leading thoroughfare in 
which books and periodicals might be exposed 
for sale, and tracts and hand-bills distributed, 
would be preferable ; but whether the requisite 
means for the enterprise are available remains 
to be seen. The Committee earnestly invite the 
advice dud assistance of their Mends in and out 
of London. In whatever is done, they hope to 
have the support and sympathy of the general 
body of anti-vaccinators. 

Several letters were read at the Meeting from 
which extracts are subjoined. 

From Mr. W. Humb-Rothery. 
As there has been a South London AC.V. 
League for some considerable time, and as there 
is an A.C.V. Society at Bermondsey, would it 
not be right and considerate towards these 
Societies for the Society, I am glad to hear you 
are about to form, to take a distinctive London 
name, which would not ignore the existing 
Leagues, and which would encourage the estab* 
lishment of other Leagues in London, where 
there ought to be at least twenty Leagues. 
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From the Dablinqton Anti- Vaccination 

League. 

At no time has there been greater need for 
organised effort against the barbarism with 
which we contend. For, while the activity of 
the pro-vaccinators is intense, it is in no small 
measure due to the fact that it is acknowledged 
by them, that some new departure is necessary 
in order to draw away attention from, the failure 
of primary vaccination. 

This failure can be brought home to them 
with tremendous effect while primary vaccina- 
tion only is compulsory. But should some new 
departure be by law established, it would be 
some time ere we could obtain evidence from a 
sufi&oient area, and facts su£&ciently numerous, 
to prove its uselessness. 

It therefore seems to us that every effort 
should be made to arrest any development 
of the existing mode of vaccination. If the 
present system is not sufi&cient, surely the 
nation has gone far enough in giving it scope 
wherein to prove itself t Our hope is that the 
London Society will, by public meetings and 
personal private appeals to Members of Parlia- 
ment, endeavour to show that Vaccination is a 
failure and entitled to national condemnation. 

From Me. George Eidson, Keighley, 

I am happy to hear of your intended London 

Society. We require organisation and a centre. 

There are many anti- vaccinators who are willing 

to work , and only wait for leadership and direction. 

From the Rev. Charles H. Collyns, M.A. 
I rejoice greatly at this new sign of life, and 
heartily pray for your success. 

From Mb. Wm. Thurlow, Sudbury, 
I trust the London Society may succeed 
through good service. Had Liberals been true 
to their creed, vaccination could not have 
been forced upon the people. Bastiat declares, 
'*The one thing which inspires confidence in 
Government is that justice is secured by the 
action of the State. Now a large part of 
justice is the sense that the personality of 
the individual is respected. Not only must 
property and political rights be secure, but 
a man's own self must be left to its own 
development. It must not be put into a 
mould, nor constrained to a shape which is not 
natural to it. It must not be hampered or 
fettered by laws or regulations which deprive it 
of its individuality." In these principles is my 
strength. Vaccination is an infringement of the 
iberty of the subject ; and this is the point to 
urge, and it must ultimately prevail. 



A VACCINATED EDITOR. 

[From the Baltimore Sunday News of 25th 
January, 1880.] 

There is a widespread and growing opposition 
to vaccination, and the anti-vaccinators are 
becoming louder and firmer in their denuncia- 
tion of the practice. It is claimed by these 
evidently sincere people that vaccination is not 
a protection against small-pox, that it is a fertile 
source of disease, that it does more to injure 
himaan health than to protect it, that it spreads 
erj^sipelas, scrofula, rinderpest, and what not; 
and they also aver that the lists of mortality 
have increased with each smaU-pox epidemic, 
illustrating that vaccination does more hann 
than good. 

The denouncers of vaccination plausibly urge 
a large quantity of statistics in support of their 
arguments, and we know an individual who is 
about half a convert to their doctrines. Indeed, 
he is more than half converted, and, if his arm 
gets much worse, he will not only be wholly 
convinced, but will feel it his pious duty to put 
a head on the man who put such an arm on him. 

For ourselves, we are inclined to lean to the 
side of the anti-vaccinators — ^providing we do 
not have to lean on the left arm. For the 
staunchest advocates of Jenner's theory cannot 
claim that vaccination is a sure and certain 
preventive to small-pox. They merely urge 
that it will mitigate the attack of the genuine 
epidemic should you contract the disease. And, 
heaven knows, it ought to. Now, we are practi- 
cally convinced that vaccination itself is as bad 
as one attack of small-pox, and, if you have 
varioloid afterwards, small-pox has had the best 
of you with the varioloid thrown in to boot. 

It strikes us (and pretty badly too) that it is 
no worse to have small-pox, distributed naturally 
and even over the whole body, than to have it 
entirely in one spot ; that one had better be 
sick with the fever a few weeks than to cany 
around an arm as big as a pumpkin, with every 
infernal jackass one meets cleverly slapping it, 
and every object one passes bumping it. We 
do not beheve there is as much actual and 
poignant suffering in nine cases of the genuine 
disease as there is in one volcanic arm in active 
eruption. Therefore, if one is to undergo all 
the agonies of a beautiful vaccination and then 
have varioloid besides, he is shamefully cheated 
in the speculation, and the vaccinated man, in- 
stead of being asked if "it has taken" should 
rather be asked if he has not "been taken in?" 

We have had our faith in vaccination oon« 
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dderably diminished of late, and it appears to 
be diminishing at every throb. If one adds up 
all the suffering of the day, and is compelled to 
contemplate it all night, he will certainly come 
to the conclusion that he had better have taken 
his chance of smaU-pox with the captivating 
probabihty of being able to exult over his timid 
and vaccinated neighbour. And then there are 
all the doubts and fears, that the virus with 
which he was inoculated might have been im- 
pure, and the dread that some hideous disease 
may have been smuggled by mistake into his 
system to torment his future days. We have 
unanimously resolved that we will not be vacci- 
nated again, no matter how pressing the sense 
of duty may be to concede something to public 
opinion or public safety. Better a nose full of 
dents and contentment therewith, than an arm 
like a barrel with a whole torchlight procession 
therein. 



MRS. BELL AT NANTWICH. 

At the Nantwich Petty Sessions, on the 12th 
January, Mr. J. H. Bell, of Nantwich, was 
charged with refusing to obey an order to have 
his son Rupert vaccinated. 

Mrs. Bell appeared, and asked the Bench to 
inflict a nominal fine, as no amount of persecu- 
tion would induce them to submit their children 
to the disgusting operation. Her husband had 
already suffered fourteen days' imprisonment, a 
few months since, for the non-vaccination of 
another child; and unless the magistrates would 
deal leniently, he would have to take the alter- 
native of imprisonment again, and in that case 
would lose his employment. 

Mr. BooTE (one of the magistrates) asked 
Mrs. Bell if she was not aware that it is the law 
of the land that every child shall be vaccinated, 
and that it was her duty to obey the law ? 

Mrs. Bell — I am aware that such is the law, 
but it is unjust, a disgrace to the Statute Book 
of England, and will be abolished; and I do 
not believe it to be my duty to obey a law that 
is in direct opposition to my duty to God and 
my children. 

Mr. Boots — ^Does not your medical man tell 
you better ? 

Mrs. Bell — My medical adviser advocates 
vaccination, but he commends me for the course 
I am taking, and says that if he believed as I 
do, that vaccination is worthless and injurious, 
he would oppose it as I do. 

Mr. Bootb — ^Do you not know that you may 
be proceeded against repeatedly, and that it will 



be the duty of the vaccination of&cer to prose- 
cute you if you still disobey ? 

Mrs. Bell — I know these prosecutions may 
be repeated, but the Local Government Board 
do not advise that course to be pursued when 
there is no likelihood of a compliance with the 
law, and no power on earth will ever induce me 
to allow our children to be vaccinated. 

A Maqistbate — ^Vaccination is considered to 
be a great blessing to mankind. 

Mrs. Bell — Eminent medical men differ as 
to that, and indeed pubUc opinion generally 
may be said to be veering round. The Con- 
ference that has been sitting in London upon 
Vaccination came to the conclusion that some 
alteration in the practice is absolutely necessary. 

After some farther remarks, a fine of 5s. and 
costs was inflicted. 

Mrs. Bell thereupon demurred, and made a 
further defence, urging upon the Bench that as 
flnes of 2s. 6d., Is., and even in some instances 
6d., had been inflicted in many places, they 
need not be more at Nantwich. 

Ultimately a flne of Is. and costs was imposed. 

Mr. Wm. Pedley, of Bradwell, Sandwich, was 
then charged with a like offence. Mr. Pedley 
did not appear, but had requested Mrs. Bell to 
represent him. 

Mrs. Bell urged the Bench to take into con- 
sideration the fact that Mr. Pedley also was act- 
ing from conscientious motives, and that he had 
been flned several times. The Bench, however, 
imposed a flne of 20s. and costs — a lesson in 
equity a V Anglais, 



VACCINATION IN QUEENSLAND. 

" An Old Practitioneb," writiugto the Queens- 
lander, gives a curious account of the state of 
vaccination in the colony. He aflirms, as mat- 
ter of common notoriety, that the practice of 
vaccination there has fallen into disuse, **the 
dif&culties attending the operation being nearly 
insuperable.'* The supply of lymph for the 
colony is usually obtained from vessels arriving 
with inmiigrants, and is often unreliable after a 
long voyage. When vaccination has been started 
the greatest dif&culty is met in maintaining it 
flrom the irregularity of attendance of mothers, 
and their unwillingness to have their children's 
arms operated on. Moreover, the simimer of 
the colony is, " An Old Practitioner " avers, too 
hot to admit of the operation being successful, 
and the winter too dry I What then, he asks, is 
to be done ? To which he answers, ** Let well 
alone." In other words, small-pox for Brisbane 
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u & foreign disease, and Las not been known in 
the colony for tbe last fifty years, and ^norantine 
arraDgementB may be relied npon to keep it out- 
Over this Australian rcTelation, the Lancet is 
etrack with astonkhment. " Quarantine," says 
the editor, " will prove a very fallacious protec- 
tion againrt amall-poi. In view of the terrible 
resulte which too often accompany the progress 
of small-pox among popdtatioDS partly or wholly 
miprotected by vaccination, Qneenaland would 
do well to place her public vaccination arrange- 
ments npon a sound basis, and endeavour to 
carry out systematically and continuooely the 
vaccination of her people. Vaccination, to be 
done effectually, most be done oarefoUy, slowly, 
and regularly." 

"There's nothing like leather!" said the 
tanner. Let the Qneenslanders hold on in the 
good way wherein they walk ; and if they 
require osBuranee, let them refer to onr English 
experienoe, in which they will discover that the 
more there is of vaccination the more there is 
of small-pox, along with a fearful destruction of 
infant life from vaccine fever and various diseases 
induced thereby. 



BEV. GEORGE LITTEN, 
FiaiiTrvE Methodist, Bsinkwobth. 
MncB interest has been excited in Wiltshire by 
the refiisal of Mr. Litten to have his children 
vaccinated, or to pay the fines and costs imposed 
by the Malmeebnry bench. Kr. Litten has 
vindicated bis position in the North Wilts 
Herald and in a tract wherein he seta forth " a 
few reasons why be cannot aJlow the doctor to 
pollute his children by the omel and unnatural 
practice of vaccination." The daty of obedience 
to the law is an ever ready argument wherewith 
to oonBtraln "a minister of the Gospel," bat Mr. 
Litten replies — 

" I can obey the laws of my country only so 
far as they are in harmony with the laws of God, 
and when any law interferes with my duty to my 
family or my God, I feel no longer compelled to 
obey it ; and this law of compulsory vaccination 
unquestionably comes into collision with both." 

Herein is IXr. litten justified to the utter- 
most, and we trust that bis good example may 
be widely contagious. li is only through per- 
sistent and inflexible resistance that the evil 
law oui be overthrown, and we spare no pains 
to excite and encourage such resistance. It was 



i^ainst the conscience of the Quakers to take 
oaths, and they would have been swearing to this 
day had they been content to protest meekly, 
"We think it wrong to swear, but as the law 
says we must, we submit, and await a better 
time and a wiser mind in those set over ns." 
The appeal to law, however, is hypocritical, 
and those who make it would instantly repndiata 
it if it happened to conflict with their own habits 
and convictions. 

THE BIOTS IN MONTBEAL. 
The recently published Memoirs of Dr. Philip 
P. Carpenter contain an account of the anti- 
vaccination riots in Montreal in 187C, where he 
was in his latter years resident. Philip Carpen- 
ter was a thorough sanitarian, excepting for his 
belief in vaccination. He says — "I have never 
looked upon vaccination as a Heaven-sent 
remedy ; but simply as a lesser evil accepted to 
nu'e a greater. Almost all the remedies used 
by both allopathic and homceopathio doctors are 
of the same nature: they are poisons intro- 
duced into the system in hopes of counteracting 
the effect of vorse poisons." Bussell Limt Car- 
penter, his brother and editor, adds this note — 
" These poisons, however, are not gives to 
persons in health."^ The editor also eaja — 
"He candidly allowed that he had not been 
aware that the An ti -Vaccinators (among whom, 
in England, were hie friend Professor Newman 
and others) had so much to o^e." Philip Car- 
penter wrote — " One sentence in Dr. Oodeire's 
letter I heartily endorse, and believe that tioe 
cleanlinesB, within and without, will prodnoe 
more beneficial results than the lymph has ever 
done. If we breathed purer air, drank (and 
washed over daily with) purer water, ate pure 
food, allowed none but pure thongbta and chaate 
actions : if the poisons of alcohol, tobacco, drugs, 
dead bodies of pigs, and other corrupt food, of 
rotten vegetable and animal matters, and of 
cormpting lusts in heart and life, were put far 
from us, we should have no further need of vile 
remedies for a hundred-fold viler disease. We 
would then gladly pay our doctors, as we do our 
clergy, to teach us the right way of living; and 
the festering pollutions which now bafile onr 
best attempts at cure, would give place to the 
Spirit of Health, of Power, and of Hoi; and 
Useful Life." 
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THE DUTY BEFORE US. 

The dissolation of Parliament came unexpectedly 
upon UB, or we might have spoken more fiilly of 
the duties and opportunities of such a crisis. 
Nevertheless there is cause for congratulation 
over much that has been achieved. Under 
instruction and pressure many candidates have 
declared themselves more or less decisively 
against the Vaccination Acts. Indeed the irregu- 
larity with which these Acts are enforced, with 
vindictive severity by one set of magistrates and 
* with kindly laxity by another set, is so flagrantly 
unjust that few have the temerity requisite for 
their defence. There are a few who would 
remove this irregularity by a more stringent 
enactment ; who would not accept any number 
of fines as the price of disobedience ; but would 
have every child vaccinated, if not with the 
parents* consent, then without their consent. 
So think Dr. Alfred Carpenter and Sir William 
Gull : they would call in the policeman to assist 
the vaccinator. 

Such is the true logic of compulsion ; but, as 
we are always hearing, Englishmen are not 
governed by logic ; and the logic of Carpenter 
and Gull reduced to practice would speedily 
convey to us all that as anti-vaccinators we 
demand. It was the Fugitive Slave Law, the 
logical triumph of the slave-holder, that over- 
threw American slavery. In the event of the 
return of the Liberal party to power, it is not 
improbable that repeated prosecutions for non- 
vaccination will be abolished — that persecution 
after a single fine and conviction will cease. 
Such was the intention of Mr. Pease's bill in 
1878, and the Conservatives, as represented by 
Mr. Sclater-Booth, would have passed the 
measure had not an unlocked for resistance 
developed among the Commons, ignorant of the 
difficulties with which the Local Government 
Board has to contend. We do not allow that 
Mr. Pease's bill would have been a satisfActory 



solution : it would have been a mere palliation 
of injustice : and believing vaccination to be an 
unmitigated mischief, we have no anxiety to 
make easy its administration. The more irrita- 
tion the Acts excite, the more surely shall we 
have generated the indignation and inquiry 
essential to the extinction of the pernicious 
practice. This the prudent order of vaccinators 
plainly discern; and they would therefore 
wiUingly remove from compulsion those acci- 
dents which are most grossly offensive and 
scandalous. 

There are others with aith in vaccination who 
think it should be provided by Government, but 
would leave its acceptance or rejection, like the 
baptism of the Established Church, to private 
judgment; and there are others, again, who 
would surrender it wholly to such support as it 
might receive from the voluntary confidence of 
the pubUc. By-and-by a party may arise whose 
sense of the evils of vaccination shall be so strong, 
that they will call upon Government to suppress 
the practice with the pains and penalties now 
used to enforce it. 

For ourselves, our confidence is in liberty. 
We are satisfied that vaccination is not only 
useless for the end designed, but is most preju- 
dicial to health ; yet it is fisur better that men 
should be free to go wrong, and learn what is 
right through intelligence conceived in the pains 
of experience, than to be kept right with the 
inanimate docility of a flock of sheep. What 
we object to in the matter of vaccination is 
the compulsion to go wrong, or the payment of 
license in the shape of fines for freedom to main- 
tain our integrity. 

How afiioirs will shape themselves in the new 
Parliament it would be idle to conjecture. In 
the meanwhile electors cannot do more wisely 
than to draw the attention of candidates and 
members to the iniquity of the existing Acts, 
and to ply them persistently with facts, argu- 
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ments, and instances of outrage and oppression. 
Let us not forget that we do not suffer as anti- 
vaccinators from any innate depravity or wanton 
malignity on the part of our legislators, but 
chiefly from their mis-information. They have 
been bred to think vaccination such a good 
thing that all ought to have it whatever their 
dislike. It is for us to replace this darkness 
with h'ght, and to conduct ourselves with the 
courage of those who know the power of truth. 
It is prejudice begotten in ignorance we have to 
overcome. Said a metropoHtan candidate to an 
elector with whom he had sought an interview, 
*' Until I had this talk with you, I never had a 
doubt that vaccination was wholesome as soap 
and water, and that Anti- Vaccinators were 
kindred with Fenians and Nihilists." It is 
largely to this condition of mind that we have to 
address ourselves. 



TO THE ELECTORS OF MARYLEBONE. 

In a recent speech in Marylebone, Mr. Gladstone 
mentions ''Vaccination, Vivisection, and the 
Contagious Diseases Acts,** as three things to 
be put aside by the Voters in the impending 
Election, in the interest of Mr. Gladstone's 
main issue. Whether the present Government 
shall not be turned out, and a '* Liberal Govern- 
ment** be installed in its place. 

This is a question for the voter's conscience, 
over which Mr. Gladstone is not dictator ; and I 
for one, though entirely and with full trust 
approving of the Foreign PoUcy of the Beacons- 
field Government, yet in my conscience believe 
the Anti- Vaccination cause to be more important 
for me to plead, tlian the carrying out of any 
general Policy whatever. And accordingly I 
am compelled, against my subordinate wish, to 
record my vote for Sir Thomas Chambers, 
because he is an Advocate for the Repeal of the 
Compulsory Vaccination Laws. 

The question of Anti- Vaccination looks de- 
lusively insignificant contrasted with the affairs 
of Great States, and the movement of armies. 
Yet it is bigger than those things, because it 
involves for our own country alone the blood- 
poisoning and body-mixing of every Briton and 
Irishman bom into the world : and it involves 
for the world outside us the fatal force of our 
bad example. It also means tyranny over, and 
violation of, every parent and home that 
disapproves of the Vaccination-compulsion. It 
ensnres the weakening of the whole State 
bodily, and the breaking of its conscience and 



its affections in their tenderest parts. For these 
plain reasons the stand against Vaccination is 
more pressing in importance for Anti- Vaccina- 
tors than the stand against Russia, which latter 
however is an object of urgent need, and has 
my fullest sympathy. 

Accordingly I discard the leading of Mr. 
Gladstone's conscience, and claim to know 
that Vaccination, Vivisection, and the Contagious 
Diseases Acts, are subjects of more importance 
than any difference between Lord Beaconsfield 
and the Liberal Pai*ty. Had Mr. Gladstone 
had the candour and impohtical honesty to 
attend to these questions, often brought under 
his notice, earlier, — ^had he not relegated such 
things to Royal Commissions, but cherished a 
man's heart and mind about them, — they would 
not now have been difficulties in his conscience, 
and brambles in his path. 

It would be a good thing for the United 
Kingdom if several Candidates were elected 
on the sole basis of opposition to Vaccination, 
Vivisection, and the Contagious Diseases Acts, 
and devoted their unwearied and exclusive 
attention to those grievous wrongs; as Mr. 
PlimsoU spends his Membership in saving Sailors 
from their destroyers. Such men of "Light 
and Leading*' would be beyond the Parlia- 
mentary "Whip,** — the advocates of Righteons- 
ness, not the creatures of a minister*s policy. 
This would be a "representation of minorities," 
not regarded from the point of view of nimibers, 
which is not worth much; but of minorities 
pleading the rights of the weak against the 
strong, of "the little ones'* against the Herods, 
and becoming the guardians of a Liberty, 
Humanity, and Decency, which have at pre- 
sent no personal representation in general 
pontics. 

J. J. Garth Wilkinson. 



In Marylebone there seems a curious desire 
amongst many of the voters to bring the vaccina- 
tion question into force. Whether in this 
particular neighbourhood there may be more 
people injured by mistakes than there are in 
other places I do not pretend to say, but on 
inquiry I foimd that pledges are likely to be 
demanded of the candidates by a very consider- 
able number of people. I do not think that the 
Conservatives will be greatly embarrassed by 
the crochet, as the Liberals are mostly said to 
bo affected by it. What views the candidates 
may take of this matter I cannot, of course, 
pretend to say. But there is little doubt that 
they will be questioned about it pretty frequently 
at the meetings announced for the next foii- 
night. — Daily Telegraph, 16th Maroh. 
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MR. B. SAMUELSON'S AMENDMENT. 

Db. Gaiceson for various reasons, but chiefly 
from the entreaties of those who feared the 
discredit he would inflict on the existing system, 
withdrew his Bill in favour of Animal Vaccina- 
tion. Sorry should we bo if through Dr. 
Cameron's exertions the cruel imposture obtained 
the benefit of a new cloak, yet we regret that 
the discussion did not come on. Truth has 
everything to gain from agitation. There was 
some effective opposition in readiness, and Mr. 
B. Samuelson, M.P. for Banbury, had placed 
the following amendment on record — 

" That, inasmuch as it has been shown that 
Vaccination, as performed by certain pubUc 
Vaccinators, has caused the propagation of other 
diseases ; as the reliance on Vaccination as a 
protection against small-pox has been diminished 
by differences of opinion amongst medical 
authorities; and as me penalties for noncom- 
pliance with the Law have in some cases been 
enforced in an oppressive manner, it is desirable 
that an inquiry into the whole subject by a 
Royal Commission should precede any further 
legislation." 



DR. CAMERON, M.P. 

To C. Gamebon, Esq., M.P. 

40 Judd Street, W.C. 15th March, 1880. 

Sir, — Seeing that you have withdrawn your 
Calf Lymph Bill, I should like to Jmow whether 
you are prepared to do away with repeated 
prosecutions under the existing vaccination 
law. I have been summoned nine times in 
this parish. — ^Yours obediently, 

James Mansfield. 

To Mb. James Mansfield. 

80 St. George's Square, S.W., 
17th March, 1880. 

Dear Sir, — I have always voted against 
repeated prosecutions in vaccination cases, 
believing them to be productive of much mis- 
chief. — ^Yours very truly, 

Chables Cameron. 



Mb. Samuel Morley, M.P. — Mr. Morley 
writes to Mr. Thomas Baker — 

18 Wood Street, London, 
10th March, 1880. 

Dear Sir, — I have really never favoured a 
compulsory vaccination law, and shall vote 
for its repeal when I have the opportunity. — 
Yoon fjcdthfully, 

S. Moblet. 



THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XIII. 
The Variolous Test. — Jenner in 1798. 

What was called the Variolous Test worked 
wonderfully for Jenner ; and, as we shall have 
to refer to it repeatedly, it may be well to 
describe and dispose of it at once. 

As we have seen, it was asserted that none 
who had suflfered from cow-pox could contract 
small-pox, nor receive small-pox by inoculation. 
It was replied, that some who had suffered from 
cow-pox luid contracted small-pox, and that 
others had received the disease by inoculation ; 
to which Jenner's summary answer was, " There 
must have been some mistake about the cow- 
pox ; for no one can have genuine cow-pox and 
subsequently incur small-pox, either by infection 
or inoculation " ; and when the Test came to be 
applied in a new way, the futiUty of Jenner's 
original assertion was allowed to pass out of 
sight. 

Cow-pox was inoculated and propagated from 
arm to arm ; and, in proof that the constitutions 
of the vaccinated were fortified against small- 
pox, it was common to inoculate them with 
small-pox, which usually did not "take"; 
whereon the operator exclaimed, " Behold I our 
patients are insusceptible of small-pox /or everP* 

Such was the Variolous Test. It was to 
multitudes absolutely conclusive ; and to ques- 
tion its validity was to exhibit a contentious and 
unphilosophic disposition. 

What shall we now say concerning it ? 

First, that failures were numerous in vario- 
lous inoculation apart from vaccination, and that 
it was not supposed that when a patient did 
not "take," he was therefore insusceptible of 
small-pox ; nor even when he did " take," that 
he was thereby rendered proof against small- 
pox. So many of the successfully inoculated 
did subsequently fall victims to small-pox, that 
inoculators at the end of last century were com- 
pelled to argue (like vaccinators at the end of 
this) that inoculation was a guard, but not an 
absolute guard ; and that when it did not alto- 
gether avert small-pox, it modified and mitigated 
the attack. The excuse for failure was as artful 
as the motive was urgent : inoculation was too 
good a trade to be imperilled for lack of a little 
ingenuity. 

Nevertheless, if we make full allowance on 
the score of frequent incapacity to receive small- 
pox by inoculation, we have yet to explain, on ft 
candid view of the whole evidence, how it was 
that in numerous cases inoculation with smAlL* 
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pox was ineffective after inoeolation with cow- 
pox. 

"What can you urge against the Variolous 
Test ? " was a freqnent and imperious demand. 

The explanation in general lay in the fact, 
that inoculation with small-pox was attempted 
before the complete subsidence of the vaccine 
fever. The inoculation with cow-pox had set up 
a serious constitutional disturbance, and during 
that disturbance the small-pox virus could not 
develop its malign energy. Let me show what 
I mean from the testimony of Jenner himself. 

On 16th March, 1800, the Duke of York re- 
quested Jenner to proceed to Colchester to 
yacclnate the 85th Regiment. Jenner was 
unable to go, and sent his nephew, George, in- 
stead, who had to report a complete failure. 
The reason of the failure was, that the entire 
Regiment, with women and children, had the 
itch 1 Jenner was then driven to the conclusion 
which, says Baron, " he adopted and invariably 
maintained to the last hour of his life, namely, 
that any cutaneous disease, however sHght in 
appearance, was capable of interfering with the 
regular course of the cow-pox and of preventing 
it from exercising its full protecting influence."* 

Just so : and mark how the same logic applies 
to the Variolous Test, which ** nobody could get 
over." If any cutaneous disorder, however 
slight, could nullify cow-pox, was it not equally 
probable that the cutaneous disorder induced by 
inoculated cow-pox would nullify inoculated 
small-pox until the effects of the cow-pox had 
time to abate f When the itch at Colchester 
was cured, then vaccination was found to be 
practicable. 

Thus worthless was the Variolous Test on 
Jenner*s own principle ; yet with such evidence 
under his eyes and among his fingers, he failed 
to discern its significance. Nor apparently did 
he inquire whether the influence of cow-pox was 
perpetuated over specified periods of six months, 
nine months, one year, two years, and so on. 
As trader and adventurer, it suited better to be 
not over inquisitive, and to avow boldly that his 
specific conferred life-long immunity from small- 
pox. 

Vaccinators at this day rarely refer to the 
once fieunous Variolous Test : to do so would be 
absurd. The fact of re-vaccination, of vaccina- 
tion after vaccination at short intervals, proves, 
that whatever the influence of the operation, it 
is transient and not permanent ; and the cases 
of small-pox after vaccination, and of small-pox 

^ Banm's Life qfJ§wner, Vol. I., p. 880. 



in its most malignant forms after re-vaccination, 
as if induced thereby, leave the Variolous Test, 
which so widely impressed and imposed upon 
our forefathers, an exploded piece of jugglery. 

Jenner, with his wife and daughter, left 
Berkeley for London on 24th April, 1798, in 
order to see the Inquiry through the press. He 
remained in London until 14th July, and failed, 
if he tried, to induce any inoculator to substitute 
cow-pox for small-pox. In the Jenner legend, 
it is usual to find some touching remarks on this 
trip to town : genius unrecognised : truth turned 
from every door: the great soul abiding in 
patience and courage invincible. Dates, how- 
ever, are again merciless. The Inquiry was not 
in the booksellers' hands until the end of June, 
and, within a fortnight affcer publication, Jenner 
was on his way to Berkeley. There was no 
occasion for the supematm*al virtues specified. 

Among Jenner's acquaintance was Henry 
Chne, teacher of surgery in St. Thomas*s Hos- 
pital ; and with Chne he left some virus in a quill 
that he had taken from the arm of Hannah Excell, 
vaccinated at Berkeley on 5th April. Cline had 
a patient, a child named Richard Weller, with 
an affection of the hip-joint, and intending to 
create an issue by way of counter-irritation, he 
inoculated the hip with Excell*s virus, and thus 
described the experiment in a letter to Jenner — 

" Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
"Ind August, 1798. 

** The cow-pox experiment has succeeded 
admirably. The child sickened on the seventh 
day; and the fever, which was moderate, 
subsided on the eleventh day. The infianmia- 
tion extended to about four inches diameter, 
and then gradually subsided without having 
been attended with pain or other inconvenience. 
The ulcer was not large enough to contain a 
pea ; therefore, I have not converted it into an 
issue as I intended. I have since inoculated 
him with small-pox in three places, which were 
slightly inflamed on the third day, and then 
subsided. 

** Dr. Lister, who was formerly physician to 
tlie Small-Fox Hospital, attended the child with 
me, and he is convinced that it is not possible to 
give him the small-pox. 

** I think the substituting of cow-pox poison 
for the small-pox promises to be one of the 
greatest improvements that has ever been made 
in medicine : for it is not only so safe in itself, 
but also does not endanger others by contagion, 
in which way the small-pox has done infinite 
mischief. The more I think on the subject, the 
more I am impressed with its importance." 

Cline then attempted to vaccinate with vims 
taken firom Weller's hip, but fiEdled. He wzoto 
to Jenner — 
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"Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
ISth AtiguBty 1798. 

'* Seven days since, I inoculated tliree children 
with cow-pox matter, and I have the mortifica- 
tion of finding that the infection has not taken, 
and I fear I shall be entirely disappointed unless 
you can contrive to send me some fresh matter. 
I think it might come in a quill in a letter, or 
enclosed in a bit of tin-foil." 

Jenner was unable to comply with Cline^s 
request: he had no cow-pox to transmit: and 
readers of the Inquiry who addressed to him 
frimilftr requests had to submit to similar disap- 
pointments, out of which some suspicion and 
derision were naturally developed. The recom- 
mendation of a remedy whereof there was no 
available supply was not a passport to confi- 
dence. 

Baron relates, that " Mr. Gline perceiving at 
once from the success of his first trial, what 
incalcxdable blessings were connected with the 
diffusion of the new practice, immediately 
advised Jenner to quit the country, and to take 
a house in Grosvenor Square, and promised him 
^10,000 per annum as the result of his practice ; 
in which opinion Mr. Cline was supported by 
Sir W. Farquhar ; but that all these splendid 
prospects of wealth and distinction could not 
move Jenner."* 

The story is either an invention, or it does 
little credit to Gline's judgment. Jenner had 
neither the means for a house in Grosvenor 
Square, nor at the time was there any likelihood 
of his earning j£10,000 a year by cow-pox. 
Nevertheless it would appear that at this junc- 
ture some one was advising him to try London 
(one*8 vanity is never without a prompter), and 
Jenner replied — 

** Cheltenham, 2Qth September, 

" My perplexity really amounts to agitation. 
On the one hand, unwilling to come to town 
myself for the sake of practice, and on the other, 
fearful that the practice I have recommended 
may fall into the nands of those who are incap- 
able of conducting it, I am thrown iuto a state 
that was not at first perceptible as likely to 
happen to me ; for, believe me, I am not callous 
to all the feelings of those wounds which, from 
misrepresentation, might fall on my reputation ; 
on the contrary, no nerves could feel more 
acutely ; and they now are actually in a tremor 
from anticipation. 

•• How very few are capable of conducting 
physiological experiments! I am fearful that 
beiore we thoroughly understand what is cow- 
pox matter, and wliat is not, some confusion 
may arise, for which I shall, unjustly, be made 

answerable, "t 

* Baruu*! Ufe nf Jmiintr, Vol. I., p. IM. t lb., p. 166. 



If his correspondent had been a man of sense, 

he might have repUed — 

"Why 80 much ado about nothing I You 
recommend that cow-pox be substituted for 
small-pox in cases of inoculation. It is a 
simple proscription, easily determined, altogether 
apart from you, and there is no reason why you 
should work yourself into such a flutter." 

But Jenner was not the unimpassioned man 
of science, who can leave truth to take care of 
itself, and submit when truth contradicts his 
prepossessions. Dr. Ingenhousz, a distinguished 
German physician, having read the Inquiry^ 
and being on a visit to the Marquis of Lans- 
downe at his seat in Wiltshire, addressed Jenner 
as follows — 

"BowooD Park, l^th October, 1798. 

" As soon as I arrived at Bo wood, I thought 
it my duty to inquire concerning the extra- 
ordinary doctrines contained in your publica- 
tion, as I knew the cow-pox was well known in 
this county. 

"The first gentleman to whom I addressed 
myself was Mr. Alsop, an eminent practitioner 
at Calne, who made me acquainted with Mr. 
Henry Stiles, a respectable farmer at Whitley, 
who, thirty years ago, bought a cow at a fafr, 
which he found to be infected with what he 
called the cow-pox. This cow soon infected the 
whole dairy ; and he himself, by milking the in- 
fected cow, caught the disease which you describe, 
and that in a very severe way, accompanied with 
pain, stiffness, and swelling of the axillary glands. 
Having recovered from the disease, and all the 
sores dried, he was inoculated with small-pox 
by Mr. Alsop. The disease took place : a great 
many pox came out, and he communicated the 
infection to liis father, who died of it. 

" This being an incontrovertible fact cannot 
fail to make some impression on your mind, 
and excite you to inquire further on the subject 
before you venture finally to decide in favour of 
a doctrine, which may do great mischief should 
it prove erroneous." 

The impression made on Jenner's mind was 
simply one of annoyance. He fell back on the 
assertion that all was not cow-pox that was sup- 
dosed to be cow-pox, and that Farmer Stiles could 
not have had the genuine distemper, or he would 
not have received small-pox by inoculation. 
It did not even occur to him that it was neces- 
sary to investigate and account for the evidence 
adduced by Ingenhousz, which was every whit 
as valid as much of his own. He was content 
to protest — 

" In the course of my Inquiiy not a single 
instance occurred of any one having the disease, 
either casually or from inoculation, who on sub- 
sequent exposure to variolous contagion received 
the infection of small-pox. . • • Should it 
appear in the present instance that I have been 
led into error, fond as I may appear of the off* 
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spring of my labours, I had rather strangle it at 
once than suffer it to exist, and do a pubUc 
injury. At present I have not the most distant 
doubt that any person, who has once felt the 
influence of perfect cow-pox matter, would ever 
be susceptible of that of the small-pox.'* 

Could universal conclusion be educed from 
more questionable premisses? and this, too, by 
one who had just whiningly exclaimed, "How 
very few are capable of conducting physiological 
experiments!'* Always, as we shaU see, un- 
generous and malicious toward those who ques- 
tioned his assertions, Jenner wrote to his Mend, 
Gardner — 

•* This man, Ingenhousz, knows no more of the 
real nature of the cow-pox than Master Selwyn 
does of Greek: yet he is among philosophers 
what Johnson was among the literati, and, by 
the way, not unlike him in figure" — 

When, in fswt, what provoked him was that 
Ingenhousz knew too much about cow-pox, and 
had laid his finger on the point of error at the 
outset. Inquiry on the part of Ingenhousz 
brought to light several other instances of small- 
pox after cow-pox ; and Dr. Fulteney of Bland- 
ford reported that Dorsetshire inoculators were 
nite familiar with the one sort of pox after the 
other sort. Jenner's constant answer to such 
objections was, "Yes; but it could not have 
been true cow-pox to start with'* — a style of 
argument maintained to this day with parrot- 
like persistency when small-pox follows vaccina- 
tions. " Ah ! " it is said, " there must have been 
some mistake about the vaccination ; for no one 
can be thoroughly vaccinated and have small- 
pox." 

Looking back on the final years of last cen- 
tury, it is much to be regretted that more pains 
were not taken to hold Jenner fast to his posi- 
tion that small-pox never followed cow-pox, and 
to demonstrate beyond contention that it was 
not true. It certainly was not true, but few 
were disposed to foUow Ingenhousz into the 
West of England and search for the requisite 
evidence. Presently Jenner managed to have 
the contention shifted from the experience of 
the dairies to artificial vaccination and the 
illosory variolous test, and the advantage of a 
decision at the springs of Dedlacy was lost. In 
the general confusion which ensued Jenner 
came to be taken for a discoverer, and he posed 
diligently in the character, when he was nothing 
more than the advertiser of the vulgar opinion 
of his neighbourhood. The fact is so clear, that 
it would not be worth repetition, were it not so 
sysiematioally treated as unseen. How dis- 
tinotly it waa at first recognised appears in a 



letter of thanks for a copy of the Inquiry 
addressed to Jenner by Francis Knight, a Lon- 
don surgeon, wherein he observes — 

"Clifford Street, lOth September^ 1798. 

"I have read your publication with much 
satisfaction ; and, from a long residence in the 
dairy part of Wiltshire as well as in Gloucester- 
shire, know the facts to be well supported; at 
least it was a general opinion among the dairy- 
men that those who had received the cow-pox 
were not susceptible of the variolous disease. 
The cow-pox pustule is very familiar to my eye, 
and I am quite charmed with the delineation of 
it in your plates. You have opened to the world 
a very curious field of investigation, and it is too 
interesting a subject to die with the day." 

In these remarks of Knight, we have Jenner^s 
position accurately defined. He made himself 
responsible for " the general opinion among the 
dairy-men"; and had some one at the time 
shown in perspicuous and emphatic fashion that 
the dairy-men were wrong, Jenner would have 
been summarily disposed of. Vain, however, are 
such regrets ; and we may find comfort in the 
reflection that there is an order in the world 
which in the long run converts every misfortune 
into means for greater and rarer good. 

Another letter to Jenner from Dr. Hicka con- 
tains these remarks — 

" Bristol, Qrd October, 1798. 

"I wish you had been able to have com- 
municated the cow-pox to the cow by means of 
inoculation from a greasy horse's heel, for your 
work would then have been more complete and 
satisfactory. 

" I do not see that you need hesitate to accept 
the invitation given you to inoculate with the 
cow-pox, convinced as you are that it will 
secure the persons so inoculated from ever being 
infected with the small-pox." 

Everlasting security from small-pox! Such 
was the unquahfied promise, and with how little 
warrant! In presence of a Socratio inquirer 
with his persistent. How do you know? Jenner 
must have stood convicted and confounded. 

A letter to Jenner from Dr. Peroival, also con- 
tains some remarks worth notice. He wrote — 

" Manchester, ^fHh November, 1798. 

"The facts you have adduced incontestably 
prove the existence of the cow-pox and its ready 
communication to the human species. But a 
larger induction is yet necessary to evince that 
the virus of the Variolse Vaccinae renders the 
person who has been affected with it secure 
during the whole of life from the infection of 
the small-pox. 

" Mr. Simmons, an ingenious surgeon of this 
town, has inoculated a human subject with the 
ichor isstdng from what is termed the grease in 
horses; but the fluid introduced, though eight 
punctures were made, neither occasioned inflam* 
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mation nor eruption ; yet the same child was soon 
afterwards inoculated with success for the small- 
pox. Mr. Simmons has now engaged a herd of 
cows, and is busily employed in making such 
experiments as your puolication has suggested. 
" It is very remarkable, that the cow-pox has 
been hitherto unnoticed in Cheshire, which is 
not less a dairy county than Gloucestershire, 
and where the office of inilking is performed also 
by men and maid servants indiscriminately.'* 

The frequent statement that Jenner's Inquiry 
was at first received with indifference or sus- 
picion is entirely untrue : on the contrary, it was 
read with interest and sympathy from the out- 
set, and the only check he met with was due 
to his inability to supply the immediate demands 
of correspondents for samples of the precious 
virus. Cow-pox was absent for awhile from the 
dairies, and great was his relief and delight 
when toward the end of 1798 some matter was 
obtained from a farm at Stonehouse wherewith 
on the 27th November he vaccinated the cliil- 
dren of his friend, Henry Hicks of Eastington ; 
** the first gentleman," says Baron, " who had 
the merit of submitting his own children to the 
new practice.*' 

Ere 1798 had passed away, Jenner had 
secured an ally and pamphleteer in Dr. George 
Pearson, who was destined to give him much 
annoyance. Without any acquaintance with 
cow-pox, Pearson asserted its efficacy, criticised 
Jenner*s observations, and by and by persuaded 
himself that he had as much to do with the 
introduction of vaccination as Jenner himself. 
Constituting himself a sort of partner in Jen- 
ner's project he wrote to him — 

** Leicester Square, 8^^ November, 1798. 

" Your name will live in the memory of man- 
kind as long JEis men possess gratitude for 
services and respect for benefactors; and if I 
can but get matter, I am much mistaken HI do 
not make you live for ever" 

And in a more decided strain on 13th Novem- 
ber — 

**I wish you could secure me matter for 
inoculation, because, depend upon it, a thousand 
inaccurate but imposing cases will be published 
against the specific nature of the disease by 
persons who want to send their names abroad 
about an3rthing, and who will think you and me 
fail game.** 

In the same letter he told Jenner what some 
were saying about the suggested practice — 

'*Yon cannot imagine how fastidious the 
people are with regard to this business of the 
cow-pox. One savs it is very filthy and nasty 
to derive it from tne sore heels of horses. An- 
other, that we ahall introduce the diseases of 
animalfl among ns, and that we have already too 



many of our own. A third sapient set say it is 
a strange odd kind of business, and they know 
not what to think of it. All this I hear very 
quietly, and recollect that a still more imfavour- 
able reception was given to inoculation for the 
small-pox." 

Such observations were natural and to be 
expected. Jenner wrote to Gardner that " brick- 
bats and hostile weapons of every sort were 
flying thick around him,*' but they were chiefly 
imaginary. His revelation was communicated 
to a ready world. It was no revolutionary 
project, but a seductive modification of existing 
practice. Inoculation with small-pox was the 
order of the day among all respectable people. 
The operation was troublesome and uncertain, 
perilous to patients and to those in contact with 
them ; and, when all was done, it afforded no 
unquestionable security against the disease it 
was designed to avert. To a community thus 
harassed and anxious, came Jenner with his 
prescription and his promise — Substitute cow- 
pox for small-pox and you will escape from this 
distress, danger, doubt. You will have a harm- 
less fever without pustules and without risk of 
infection, and the security from small-pox will 
be absolute and perpetual. What wonder that 
in such circumstances Jenner*s message was 
heard gladly and accepted with grateful en 
thusiasm. That he should have encountered 
some resistance was inevitable, for what change 
is ever effected without opposition and ominous 
prediction ? But the change Jenner proposed 
was the slightest of changes with the largest 
prospects of advantage. Unless these conditions 
are borne in mind, we shall never rightly 
understand the reception accorded by our fore- 
fathers to vaccination. 



Paternal Government. — It is useless to 
attempt to disguise from ourselves that the 
government of England has entered on a pater- 
nal phase, and that paternal government, that 
is, in plain words, meddlesome tyranny, is ever 
increasing. Our rulers seem to assume that we 
are not to think or act for ourselves, but to be cared 
for like children by the Government, who are to 
be our guides, philosophers, and providence. 
At a meeting in 1877 Mr. Chadwick actually 
expressed a wish for tibe enactment of compul- 
sory ordinances for regular tubbing, as he called 
it ! Thus we may see how far some advocates 
of paternal government would go if they could, 
and how much it behoves us in the interest of 
freedom to combine without delay for the pur- 
pose of preventing the introduction of any more 
paternal government and inquisition, and get- 
ting rid of that under which we are already. — 
Arthur Owen. 
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ANTI-VACCINATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 

From a Letter to Mr, Wm. Tehh from the 
President of the American Anti-Vaccination 
League, 

We have not been idle in the canse of Health 
against Pestilence. Immediately upon the 
appearance of the ukase in the Scientific 
American directing the press to keep silent 
about vaccination, I addressed a remonstrance 
to the editor, which of course was not published. 
At the same time I sent a communication to 
the Sim which appeared under the title, **A 
Blast against Vaccination." The Sun is the 
second paper in circulation in New York, and 
has more than a million readers. I received 
numerous letters thanking me for writing it. 
Next, I offered Mr. Butts, the philosophical 
publisher, a paper entitled "The Crime of 
Vaccination," which he printed in each of his 
journals — Man, the Scientific Man, and the 
Evolution. You perceive also that the Medical 
Tribune does not neglect the vaccination ques- 
tion. 

We had a terrific case of vaccine poisoning in 
the Twelfth Ward of New York. The tale was 
firightful, and required much careful smothering 
to keep the flames from bursting forth. 

Dr. R. E. Kunze of 606 Third Avenue some 
time ago encountered a case of toxaemia. The 
child had been vaccinated three weeks before 
by the pubHc vaccinator. Areolar inflammation 
ensued, terminating abruptly after nine days' 
suffering. Then came an eruption on the Hps 
and about the mouth ; the lips, nostrils, and chin 
were pustulated. This yielded to treatment, 
but the neck and back of the head were attacked. 
Healing in one place was followed by breaking- 
out in another. Eventually erysipelas super- 
vened ; the glands became suppurated, and death 
completed the work of the public vaccinator. 

Dr. Eunze reported the case as vaccinia 
wpwria resulting in toxaemia. Four doctors 
were secretly sent by the Board of Health to 
inspect the case — the physician being carefully 
kept from knowing of their mission. They 
nnlaw&dly made out a new certificate of death ; 
but the father persisted that the infant was 
poisoned by vaccine virus. Thus the truth 
was hidden by the ministers of the law. 

You correct my statement that there is no 
Compulsory Vaccination Law in the United 
States. I am ashamed of the fact that Massa- 
chusetts has the bad eminence of a statute of 
that character. She was far less red-handed 



when she hanged Quakers on Boston Common. 
Our friend, Mr. Alfred E. Giles of Hyde Park 
in that State, is exercising the legislature on the 
question; and Mr. Luther Colby, of Montgomery 
Place, Boston, is an old soldier in resistance to 
blood-poisoning by statute. 

The real peril here j ust now is from the Doctors' 
conspiracy to procure the creation of Medical 
Boards in the several States. About twenty 
have produced their miserable abortions. So 
many Old School practitioners cannot live by 
their profession that they are beleagozing the 
legislature for monopoly and offices. 

The fright in the ranks of the blood-poisoners 
in consequence of our attack on vaccination has 
been pretty general. Some who are especially 
spiteful are vendors of "pure vaccine virus," 
whatever the filthy stuff may be. Then there 
are the ** pubhc vaccinators " who eke out a living 
by the murderous business. After these come 
the host of family physicians — ^a class whose 
motto is Ohata Princijpiis, 

The Popular Science Monthly recently printed 
an article on vaccination in New York by Dr. 
Warren — an endeavour to show that small-pox 
had given way to the public vaccinator. I took 
no trouble to answer the article, because there 
is httle free speech in these so-called Liberal 
periodicals. Youmans, the editor, is as bigoted 
as a Torquemada or a Jefferies. 

In this country we need outrage to excite 
public attention . We would never have abolished 
slavery if slavery had not thrust itself into our 
faces. We do not originate many ideas here ; 
and we try to suppress those we have. Our 
medical practice is exotic ; and when yon over- 
throw vaccination, we shall follow. 

I shall never be cool or indifferent in this 
matter. I abhor the practice, and consider it 
criminal, but I have not the means to proclaim 
or lead a crusade. What I can do, I shall do 
gladly. I know the cost — ^proscription, loss 
of business, persecution. The Old School medi- 
cal profession is organised against humanity by 
a compact, rigid, merciless, devilish ; and there 
is more cause for revolt against them than 
against any other caste in Christendom. 

Alexandkb Wildkb, M.D. 

567 Orange Street, Newark, New Jersey. 
9th February, 1880. 



Dr. Abbath has been lecturing on vaccination 
at Durham with Mr. Herschel, M.P., and at 
South Shields with Mr. Stevenson, M.P., for 
chairmen. It is much to be desired that M.P.*b 
generally were brought under such efEeotiTe 
instruction. 
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MR. HERBERT SPENCER. 

Mb. Tkbb addressed the following letter to Mr. 
Herbert Spencer — 

7 Albert Road, Regent's Park, 
24th February, 1880. 
Now that a Bill is before Parliament (Dr. 
Cameron's Animal Yacoination Bill) to impose 
another medical dogma upon the public, I take 
the liberty, for the sake of the thousands of 
little ones who are annually slain by this rite 
(see Parliamentary Return, Vaccination Mor- 
tality, No. 488, 1877, enclosed), to ask you as a 
leader of public opinion, who, I am informed, 
refuses to beUeye either in vaccination or its 
enforcement, to give me your testimony against 
it. Having myself resisted thirteen prosecutions, 
and unsuccessfully appealed to the Court of 
Queen's Bench in order to preserve the blood of 
one child unoorrupted by the empoisoned lancet 
of the State doctor, I am in a position to esti- 
mate the misery of those anxious parents who, 
unable to pay the fines and costs, and knowing 
that imprisonment would entail the loss of their 
means of livelihood, are cowed into the adoption 
of this miBchievous medical superstition. With 
upwards of 1800 vaccination prosecutions yearly 
I hope you will not consider me intrusive in 

preferring this request. 

William Tebb. 

Here is Mr. Spencer's reply — 

87 Queen's-gardens, Bayswater, 

26th February, 1880. 

Dbab Sib, — On the annexed leaf you will find 

the reasons which compel me to refrain from 

entering at any length on the question you put. 

I cannot now do more than say that I am 

strongly opposed to compulsory vaccination. 

Hebbebt Spenceb. 

Mr. Spencer's reasons apply to all questions 
(apart from his immediate scientific and hterary 
work) to which his time and strength are un- 
equal. 

"I AM OPEN TO CONVICTION." 
LoBD Debbt used these wise words in a letter to 
me on the sulject of vaccination ; adding that it 
was several years since he had considered the 
question, and that if I would send him some 
papers on the subject he would read them. I 
have reason to hope that Lord Derby will advo- 
cate the repeal of the Compulsory Clauses of the 
Vaccination Acts when they are arraigned before 
the new Parliament. 

To be " open to conviction " is the right state 
of mind upon every subject which experience 
can prove or diq^vet sodi as vaccination. 



On the eve of a General Election, Members 
of Parliament are likely to be " open to con- 
viction," if persistently questioned and judici- 
ously educated by their constituents. The best 
mode of appealing to them will have to be 
decided by circumstances. Offctimes " that which 
is best administered is best." 

Every Parliamentary Candidate should be 
questioned and supplied with suitable literature, 
such as a set of the Vaccination Inquirer and 
Tra^cts on Vaccination, the perusal of which ought 
to convince every unprejudiced person that vac- 
cination is a medical delusion, and compulsory 
vaccination a pohtical blunder. 

Now is the time for the people, who are the 
masters and makers of Parliament, to enlighten 
their representatives upon this vital question. 
The mass of the people understand the vacci- 
nation question, and have a perfect hatred of 
the vile practice. It is the so-called " educated 
classes " who are prejudiced and ignorant, and 
therefore ** open to conviction." Their con- 
version must be left to time and the logic of 
events. 

Many prejudiced believers in vaccination are 
the victims of misplaced confidence in their 
medical advisers, who stifle inquiry by the 
absurd dictum that it is '* purely a medical 
question." Vaccination is something more than 
a medical question when the people are taxed to 
support this State-endowed doctor-craft. Taxa- 
tion impUes representation, and the people 
demand to be heard upon this question. It is 
something more than a medical question when 
parents are fined and imprisoned for defending 
their children firom blood-poisoning by Act of 
Parliament. It is a medical question, inasmuch 
as it violates every principle of physiology ; and 
it has an amusing medical aspect when doctors 
differ about the cause and cure of smaU-pox. 
When men influence the legislature to enforce 
their nostrum, it becomes a poHtical question. 
If the mothers of England had votes, the Vac- 
cination Laws would be repealed in the next 
Parliament. 

Henby Pitman. 



One Law fob Rich and Anotheb fob Poob. 
— It is no secret that Mr. Jacob Bright, 
Sir Thomas Chambers, Mr. Leatham and 
other Members of Parliament, have imvac- 
cinated children, not from any oversight or 
neglect, but because they hate the unnatural 
and dangerous operation ; yet we don't hear of 
non-vaccinating Members of Parliament being 
sent to prison. Truly there is one law for the 
riph and another for the poor. — Prison Thoughts 
by Henry Pitman. 
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SMALL-POX IN TEKING. 

It would be interesting to have the truth about 
small-pox in China, but China is an immense 
country containing a third of the human race, 
and what is true of one city or province may not 
be true of other cities and provinces; and for 
many a year we shall probably have to rest 
satisfied with partial evidence. 

Mr. Owen has directed my attention to a 
work by D. F. Rennie, M.D., entitled Peking 
and the Pekingese during the first year of the 
British Enibassy at Peking^ pubhshed by Mr. 
Murray in 1865. It consists of Dr. Rennie's jour- 
nal for 1861-62 whilst acting as medical officer 
to the British Embassy. The volumes are fall 
of information set forth with perspicuity, and 
with a temper of respect for the Chinaman, 
which to my mind is exceedingly grateful. There 
is nothing more hateful than the conceit which 
sets up the EngUsh Christian as the standard of 
all excellence and treats with contempt or 
condemnation all variations therefrom. But it 
is not my purpose to enlarge on Dr. Rennie's 
merits as a traveller, but to draw attention to 
his observations on small-pox in Peking. 

First, the disease does not appear to excite 
dread. Thus we read — 

bth Feb,, 1862. — In one of the streets to-day 
a poor man was seen endeavouring to excite 
sympathy by exhibiting a dead child that was 
covered with the eruption of small-pox. His 
object in doing this was to show the pubHc that 
be was without the means of burying it, and 
thus induce the charitable to give him the 
necessary pecuniary aid, as the Chinese like to 
bury their own children. 

Then we have these most suggestive par- 
ticulars — 

28^^ Mayy 1861. — I had a long conversation 
to-day with the clerk Tsoon through Mr. Wade 
on the subject of small-pox. He seems to be a 
remarkably well-ioformed man, and to know a 
good deal about the disease as it prevails in this 

gart of China. From what he states, small-pox 
as been unusually prevalent in Peldng for the 
last two months, hut only children are affected 
by it. The imhealthiness of the present season 
is attributed to the scarcity of snow during the 
winter, and to the consequent predominance of 
of the wan-chee, or material influences. The 
increase of sickness, which is usually observed 
about this period of the year, he also states is 
atMbuted to the annual opening of the drains 
before the rains commence. It would appear 
that small-pox periodically assumes an epidemic 
character ; and the disease is generally observed 
to be most prevalent in the years that the Ex- 
aminations take place, which usually bring an 
influx of about 40,000 people into the town, the 
eandidates for competitive nonoors being aooom - 
panied by large numbers of Mends and relations, 



who avail themselves of the opportunity for 
visiting the capital. Since 1820 vaccination 
(introduced from Canton) has been practised to 
a limited extent amongst the population — ^pro- 
bably one-fiffch may be vaccinated. At one time 
it was beheved to afford protection, small-pox 
not having been so common immediately £^r 
its introduction. Of recent years, however, con- 
fidence in it has considerably diminished, owing 
to the frequency with which those are attacked 
wlio have been vaccinated. Prior to the intro- 
duction of vaccination, which originated in the 
translation into Chinese of Dr. Pearson's work 
by Sir George Staunton (whose name the 
Chinese suppressed, and published the work 
as one of their own), a rude species of 
inoculation was much in vogue ; namely, 
the introduction of pulverised scabs of the true 
small-pox into the children's nostrils. The 
operation was always performed by a medical 
man, and a high sum charged for its supposed 
protective virtues. If Tsoon*s information is 
correct, small-pox would seem to be almost 
essentially a disease of the young in this part 
of China. He states that it is most prevalent 
among children below ten years of age, not 
common among those over fourteen, and hardly 
ever occurs among those above twenty. "When 
it attacks one member of a family, it generally 
spreads through the others. It has not been so 
prevalent as it has been lately since the year 
1857. 

The description of small-pox as an infiantile 
disease accords exactly with what was true of 
Scotland and the North of England before the 
introduction of Vaccination. A case of small- 
pox used to be as uncommon as one of whooping- 
cough after adolescence. 

Tsoon made the remark that although the 
prevalence of small-pox was ascribed to over- 
crowding, it could scarcely be so then, 1861, as 
there were fewer people than usual in Peking; 
whereon Dr. Rennie proceeds to observe— 

This fact, combined with others that have 
come under my own observation, lead to me to 
beUeve that there has been an epidemic consti- 
tution of the atmosphere, characterised by a 
remarkable tendency to light up suppurative 
disease in those predisposed to it. . . . At 
Hong Eong in 1854, while small-pox was pre- 
vailing, a lady, well known there, had herself 
vaccinated ; but, in place of its taking in the 
ordinary way, it produced an attack of the 
worst form of small-pox, which proved fatal. 
Almost coincident with this, the same conse- 
quences took place in an infant ; and these, two 
fatal occurrences made a strong impression on 
the minds of the Hong Eong pubhc against the 
practice of vaccination during the prevalence of 
small-pox. From cases such as these, which I 
may state, are much more numerous than is 
supposed, it would seem as if the vaccine mat- 
ter, in periods when the atmoe^ere has 
assumed an epidemic constitution fjftToaxing 
sunpurative disease, acts as a troe germinaling 
influence when introduced into qniSems at the 
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time affected with what may be termed the 
Bmall-pox habit of body. 

Here we have the probable explanation of 
the frequent obvious mischief of vaccination and 
re-vaccination during small-pox epidemics — 
the imaginary prophylactic starting and aggra- 
vating the disease. Unconscious and unbiassed 
testimony like that of Dr. Bennie is of great* 
value, and should be carefully recorded for use 
in the vaccination controversy. 



"THERE'S A GOOD TIME COMING, 

BOYS.'* 

By Hekby Strickland Constable. 

Doctors of each period of time are certain that 
they have at length arrived at truth ; and though 
men have Hved on the earth hundreds of thous- 
ands of years, according to our geologists, it is 
not one hundred years ago that decoction of 
turmeric was prescribed for jaundice, because 
both are yellow, decoction of red roses for loss of 
blood, because roses and blood are both red, and 
scarlet bed-curtains for scarlet fever, because 
both are scarlet ; and the men of that day were 
convinced they had reached truth at last. 
Vaccination and inoculation — that is, giving a 
person a disease in order to prevent him from 
taking it — belong to the days of turmeric for 
jaundice, roses for loss of blood, and scarlet 
curtains for scarlet fever; and now these 
astonishing doctors are looking forward to some 
operation analogous to vaccination for each of 
the other forms of zymotic disease. " There's 
a good time coming, boys." Dr. Ross in so 
many words, expresses a hope that we shall 
shortly have inoculation &om some animal 
for scarlatina. WeU, perhaps we shall. We go 
to a cow to save us from small-pox, what 
animal shall we go to for cliarms against 
scarlatina? How about a fox? It is a red 
animal. It will, perhaps do. for measles too. 
Whooping-cough is like a dog's bark, so I should 
think a dog will do for that complaint. The 
name chicken-pox speaks for himself. Tj^hus 
and typhoid begin with T, so perhaps a tom cat 
would do; and frogs puff out their cheeks, so 
they must surely be made for mumps. All this 
will be called folly, but the doctors began it by 
going to turmeric to cure jaundice, to scarlet 
bed-curtains to cure scarlatina, and to cows and 
glandered horses to save us from small-pox, and 
after that nothing can be folly. Herod might 
be ont-Heroded, but I cannot pretend to out- 
Herod the doctors.— jPVM%ion« of the Day, 



THE REV. CHARLES VOYSEY. 

Mr. Voysey has addressed the following note to 
Mr. WilUam Tebb— 

Camden House, Dulwich, S.E., 
24th February, 1880. 

Sir, — I have given long and patient considera- 
tion to the arguments for and against Vaccina- 
tion. 

My opinion, as an unprofessional man, is that 
Vaccination should be compulsory, but always 
from the calf and never from one human subject 
to another. — I am, sir, yours truly, 

Charles Voysey. 

In the meanwhUe, Mr. Voysey should state 
what is to be done. It is an evasion of the 
question to assert he is in favour of compulsory 
vaccination from the calf; for there is neither 
probability nor, we may say, possibility of the 
Government providing such vaccination for the 
people. Mr. Voysey distrusts the established 
system of arm-to-arm vaccination, and ought 
therefore to indicate how those who share his 
distrust are to conduct themselves. It is idle 
to try to dispose of an immediate question by a 
reference to a system that is no more than a 
vain expectation. 



DR. SCHIEFFERDECKER'S 
CONCLUSIONS. 

The late Dr. Schiefferdecker of New York, in a 
monograph which he prepared upon the subject, 
came to certain conclusions in which Dr. Wm. 
H. Weaber perfectly coincides, and prints in the 
memorial volume of the Twelfth Class of the 
Eclectic Medical College of the City of New 
York, published in 1876. Those results were — 

1. That it is not true that vaccination is a 
preventive of small-pox. 

2. That cow-pox virus is as decided a poison 
as that taken from the small-pox patient. 

8. That vaccination propagates a variety of 
other diseases more fatal than small-pox, such 
as scarlet fever, croup, typhoid fever, scrofula; 
consumption, syphilis, cancer, tuberculous for- 
mations, diphtheria, etc. 

4. That small-pqx as well as other diseases 
when they fasten upon people who have been 
vaccinated, are more malignant and difficult to 
cure, than when they attack persons who have 
not had their blood thus corrupted. 

5. That longevity has diminished since the 
introduction of vaccination. 

Alfred E. Giles. 
Hyde Park, Mass., U.S., 
Feb. Ist, 1880. 
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AN IMPUDENT MANIFESTO. 

The walls of St. Fancras were plastered over 
with the following poster in large letters until 
election placards made an end of the imposture. 

ST. PANCRAS, MIDDLESEX. 

THE GUARDIANS OF THE POOR. 

SMALL-FOX AND VACCINATION. 

There is still SmaU-Pox in the Metropolis. 

Many of the deatJis which occur from Small- 
pox would he prevented if all Persons were 
THOROUGHLY VACCINATED. 

If every one were Properly Vaccinated 
there woidd he Uttle Small- Pox or none at all ; 
but if after Vaccination any persons should catch 
small-pox they would he almost sure to get well 
without scars on their faces. 

Anyone who has not had Small-Pox, or who 
is not Vaccinated, or who has No MARK OF 
VACCINATION on his arm, is very likely to 
take SmaU-Pox, and have it severely. 

Any person with only one or two marks on 
his arm is not so safe from Small-Pox as if he 
had three or four; and if the marks are so 
sHght as not to be easily seen, such a person is 
liable to take the disease. 

LOOK TO YOUR OWN ARMS AND YOUR 
CHILDREN'S ARMS, and remember that it is 
in your own power and it is your own duty to 
protect yourselves from the terrible disease of 
SMALL-POX . 

All persons who have been Vaccinated in 
infancy should, as they approach Adult Life, be 
again vaccinated. Generally the best time of 
life for Re-vaocination is from 15 to 18 years of 
age ; but during an Epidemic of Small-Pox the 
age of 15 should not be waited for, especially by 
Persons whose marks of early Vaccination are 
unsatisfactory. 

The Law demands that every one should be 
Vaccinated, and does not allow anyone to expose 
his Children to the danger of catching Small- 
Pox. The great means whereby Small-Pox 
may be wholly Exterminated is UNIVERSAL 
VACCINATION. 

[Then come the address and hours of the 

public vaccinator.] 

This warning is issued by the Vaccination 
Committee. By order, DANIEL FILDEW, 

Clerh to the Qua/rdian8. 

It would bq superfluous to expose this tissue 
of falsehood; and we would merely draw 
attention to the manner in which the Vaccinated 
are distinguished from the Thoroughly Vacci- 
nated. We should Like to know who are 
responsible for the imperfectly vaccinated, and 
whether practitioners who vaccinate, but do 
not thoroughly vaccinate, and take money for 
their sham work, ought not to be prosecuted 
like vendors of adulterated articles. Medical 
men resent the introsion of the laity into their 
mysiexieB, bnt here all and sundry are invited 
to act as uupeoiorB of vaocination. 



SMALL-POX IN ST. PANCRAS. 

As the theory is that smaU-pox originates no- 
where, but always comes from somewhere, it 
was asserted in St. Pancras that the disease was 
introduced from Islington, and that the medium 
of conveyance was an anti- vaccinator's family. 
Whether it is fair to describe those who happen 
to be unvaccinated as opponents of vaccination, 
I shall not argue, but proceed to observe, that 
of the family of five children two were vaccin- 
ated, and that the three who were first affected 
and conveyed to the hospital comprised the two 
who had been fortified with the Jennerian rite. 

Moreover, the unvaccinated child was the first 
to get well, and was discharged with scarcely a 
spot on her face, whilst her vaccinated brother 
was covered with marks, and Dr. Murphy's 
attention was drawn to the difference between 
them. The third child was the last to leave the 
hospital, having made the slowest recovery. 

The remaining two, who were unvaccinated, 
took small-pox fourteen days after the others, 
and neither was severely affected. In the hos- 
pital one got well, but caught scarlet fever, and 
died there. Certificate of death — Scarlet Fever. 
The other, aged 2^, had been suffering from 
bronchitis, and was attended by Dr. Smith, who 
considered it would be dangerous to remove the 
child to the hospital ; but just when it was get- 
ting over the small-pox, Dr. Murphy intervened, 
and said to the hospital it must go. So to the 
hospital the poor child was taken, and died there 
next morning. Certificate of death — Bronchitis. 

The story of this family has been hawked 
about St. Pancras as evidence of the folly of 
anti- vaccinators ; and it is another instance of 
the rubbish that passes current as '* fSacts " in 
favour of vaccination. Wherever such "facts" 
are investigated they turn out fictions. It can- 
not be otherwise. It is not in the nature of 
things that disease can prevent disease, or miti- 
gate it. 

The Sanitary Conmiittee set on foot a hoase 
to house visitation, engaging medical students 
for the purpose, and paying them out of the 
parish funds. Of course none need submit to 
such inquisition, and it is to be hoped that many 
resented the intrusion. The crowning absucdity 
on the part of those who believe that small-pox 
is always generated by contagion, was in driving 
famihes in which the disease existed to the vac- 
cination station to be vaccinated or re-vaooin- 
ated; thus crowding the infected with the 
uninfected, and incurring the very zisk ihey 
assume to be the only danger I 

One Who Knows. 
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WHERE THE SMALL-POX BROKE OUT. 

I AM not going to discuss the goodness or bad- 
ness of yaooination, but wish to draw attention 
to the court called Brunswick Grove, where the 
outbreak of small-pox in St. Fancras occurred. 
In the centre of the Grove is a pump, from 
which the inhabitants, consisting of from 
twenty to thirty families, draw their water for 
all purposes, including the flushing of their 
closets, to which no supply is laid on. By the 
side of the pump runs a drain, at a distance of 
26 inches, connected with the common sewer, 
and within four feet is a brick dust-bin or mid- 
den, into which all the refuse of the residents of 
the Grove is thrown. I was informed that the 
tank from which the pump is supplied had not 
been cleaned out for several years until the 
other day, when several buckets of filth were 
removed and cast into the dust-bin. Surely in 
presence of such well-recognised conditions of 
z3rmotic disease, it is absurd for doctors and 
sanitary conmiittees to get up elaborate reports 
and frighten the pubHc with shrieks of ** Small- 
pox! small-pox 1 Haste! haste! and be vac- 
cinated ! " 

The attempted panic was a fedlure. The 
small-pox did not spread; nothing really was 
done to prevent its spreading : the conditions of 
an epidemic were absent, but the Sanitary Com- 
mittee none the less take credit for having 
stamped out a frightful outbreak. The chair- 
man of the Committee indeed boldly avowed 
that ordinary sanitary measures have nothing to 
do with stopping small-pox. It is only vaccina- 
tion and re- vaccination that are of any avail ; 
save for which mercies we should probably be 
exterminated like certain tribes of American 
Indians. A St. Fangbas Inbpectob. 



THE DIALECTICAL SOCIETY. 

It has been arranged that Mr. W. Gibson Ward 
shall address the Dialectical Society on the sub- 
ject of Small-Fox and Vaccination on Wednes- 
day evening, 7th April, at 8 o'clock, in Langham 
Hall, 48 Great Portland Street, Oxford Street. 
The rule is that visitors to the Society's meetings 
sign their names on entrance, stating by which 
member they are introduced ; and the Secretary 
on this occasion has kindly consented to allow 
Mr. Ward's friends to use his name for the 
purpose. Many to whom Mr. Ward's eminent 
public senrioes are familiar will eagerly accept 
this opportanity of personal acquaintance, and 
of extending to him a hearty welcome. Dis- 
eimion wHl fbUow Mr. Ward's address. 



THE ELEUSIS CLUB. 

There is a well-known Club at Chelsea, chiefly 
of working-men, called the Eleusis, and desiring 
to learn something of Vaccination, the members 
have invited Mr. Alexander Wheeler, of Dar- 
lington, to give them a lecture on the subject. Mr. 
Wheeler has kindly consented, and on Sunday 
evening, 18th April, at 8 o'clock, he will address 
the Club in their haU, 180 King's Road, Chelsea, 
upon What is the object and what is the result of 
vsrccination ? The nearest railway station is 
Sloane Square, and omnibuses are frequent 
along King's Road. Those who heard Mr. 
Wheeler's discussion with Dr. Wyld will not 
require any solicitation to hear him again, and 
a large meeting, and a lively discussion may be 
reckoned upon. Admission to the Eleusis 
lecture is free. 



INOCULATION. 

[Advt. from Cambridge Chronicle, 1771.] 

** Me. James Sutton, Surgeon, formerly of 
Hurlby Hall, near Lincoln, informs the Public, 
that he continues to practise Inoculation for the 
Small-Fox, at Gainsborough, and Castor in 
lincolnshire. To expatiate here upon a Fractice 
so xmiversally approved, would be derogatory to 
the Merits thereof; nor is it necessary to recount 
the almost incredible Numbers of Thousands 
that have passed through the Small-Pox, under 
his Care. The Terms are from one to five 
guineas. Servants and small farmers are in- 
oculated at half a guinea each." 

In another advertisement in the same journal 
in the same year, Mr. William Martin and Son, 
near Royston, state that they " have inoculated 
upwards of three thousand one hundred people 
within three years. The terms one guinea and 
a half the day of inoculation, and if he stays 
when the pock is put in, two guineas." 



Definitions. — I copy the following from 
Noah Webster's Dictionary — 

To Vaooinath is to inoculate with cow-pox, 
or a virus taken from cows called vaccine 
matter. 

Cow-Pox is small-pox modified by the fact of 
its having been communicated to a cow. 

ViBUS is active or contagious matter of an 
ulcer, pustule, etc.; poison. 

To Inoculate is to communicate a disease to 
a person in health by inserting contagious 
matter in his skin. This term is limited 
chiefly to the communication of small- 
pox. 

The definitions are, I think, satisfaotoxy. — 
Mart Chbistina Tbbb. 
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FoLLT OF Established Medicine. — No science 
can flourish if it be enforced by the State. If 
Newton's astronomy were enforced, we should 
lose the means of knowing whether it were true. 
So of religion. In consequence, we all now 
understand that the State transgresses its limits 
if it enact anything in science or in religion. 
Equally so as to medical art. I am not yet 
very old; yet I remember enormous change in 
medical practice. About forty years ago I had 
220 leeches put on me in fever, and I believe 
my constitution has never recovered from it. 
Such was the practice of that day. Blood Vas 
in general taken copiously from the arm. Also 
in apoplexy, cupping on the temples or back of 
the head was used. What a horrible mischief 
it would have been if Parliament had enacted 
bleeding as compulsory, so as to sustain it when 
practitioners desired to disuse it ! More recently, 
it was the rage to give wine in typhus fever; 
but the tide has turned. In Longford Fever 
Hospital, Ireland, and in Scottish and London 
hospitals, alcohol is now disused; and, as 
reported, with excellent result. How mis- 
chievous it would have been to pass a compulsory 
law twenty years ago, at the bidding of the then 
ascendant school of medicine, to command the 
giving of wine to fever patients ! Evidently, as 
an astronomer and a theologian must be left 
free by ParHament, so must a physician. To 
enact a medical creed, or command a medical 
process, is usurpation — not legitimate legislation, 
even viewed from the scientific side. — Prof. F. 
W. Newman. 



The Am of the Vaccinator. — The aim of 
the vaccinator is to keep us all in permanent 
cow-pox. He confesses and proclaims that his 
poison is apt to be rejected by a powerful 
vitality; therefore he recommends a renewal 
of the poisonous process so quickly as to keep 
us in permanent disease. His panic about 
small-pox makes him overlook the total un- 
certainty what disease his beloved corrupt 
matter (misnamed pure lymph) may infuse, 
and the certainty that Jenner*s confidence in 
vaccination was unfotmded. Nay, it makes 
him careless in removing the causes of small- 
pox, because he fancies he can remove small- 
pox by vaccination. Common sense tells me 
that if he leaves the causes of small-pox 
nntonohed and, by tampering with the blood, 
binders that disease from coming out in the blood, 
be can only drive the disease inwardly into 
some equally bad or worse disorder. — Pbof. F. 
W. Newman. 



How they Change! — ^Although only a few 
years ago the leading London physician used to 
drench the sick in alcohol, some of his successors 
are now found to doubt whether even the 
healthy obtain any positive advantage from it. 
It is now the fashionable doctrine that some 
men are better without it altogether, and that 
many of those who take it freely are a good deal 
the worse. — Pall Mall Gazette, Mar. 12, 1880. 



Mr. Walter Haskee will deliver a lecture on 
the ** Tyranny of Compulsory Vaccination " in 
Quebec Hall, 25 Great Quebec Street, Maryle- 
bone Koad, on Tuesday evening, 6th April, at 
8.80. Mr. Tebb will occupy the chair. Admis- 
sion free, 

Inoculated and Vaccinated in Vain. — J. C. J. 

writes — ** The fatlier of a guest of mine was inoc- 
ulated and vaccinated, and had small-pox as badly 
as possible, short of being confluent or fataL" 



Absurdity in Perfection. — An M.D. seems 
to imagine that if he can make out a higher 
death rate from small-pox among the unvacci- 
nated, he is entitled to take his neighbour by 
the throat and hale him away to prison, unless 
he forthwith consents to use whatever stuffmaybe 
offered him imder the name of " pure vaccine- 
lymph.*' A medical candidate for representing 
the University of Edinburgh in Parliament is 
evidently of the same opinion, as he is in favour 
of compulsory vaccination ** with perfectly pure 
and reliable lymph." As if to make the joke a 
Httle broader (so as to come within the com- 
prehension of even country magistrates, whose 
education has been neglected), he adds, *'the 
hardship of compelling anyone to submit other- 
wise is too obvious to require comment." What 
is to be said of the eflrontery of this statement, 
from a man who knows well that the condi- 
tions in question are absolutely unattainable ! — 
£. Hauohton, M.D. in North Wilts Herald. 



Leprosy from Vaccination. — ^A cautious ob- 
server, but a calf-lympher, who has just returned 
from the Sandwich Islands writes — 

** A Honolulu Doctor told me that he bad no 
doubt leprosy had been spread by careless vacci- 
nation. It is horrible, but it does not affect the 
principle. It shows how desirable it is to get 
the matter from the cow." 

Leprosy is common in Hawaii and affects the 
inhabitants with much concern as a cause of 
their diminishing numbers." 



In Norwich in the year 1819, affcer vaccination 
had been pushed at pubUc meetings by the 
interested zeal of medical men, by bribing the 
poor with public money to have their inmnts 
vaccinated, there was the severest epidemic ever 
known in England. Then the child, with the 
finest marks of vaccination possible, died of 
malignant small-pox, while in the same house 
the tmvaccinated infant was smitten and re- 
covered! Then, in the worst month of the 
epidemic, over twice as many died of small-pox 
as of all other causes. — ^W. Gibson Wab]> in 
North Wilts Herald. 
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OUR POSITION IN PARLIAMENT. 
Vaooikation is rapidly becoming a question on 
which everybody will have to pronounce judg- 
ment. The opposition to the practice is wide- 
spread and rapidly increasing. Letters and 
articles in newspapers, pamphlets, lectures, and 
discussions all bear witness to the change that is 
going on. Parliamentary candidates are closely 
interrogated as to their intentions. Anti-vacci- 
nators have therefore good reason for satisfaction. 
The truth they have long struggled to assert is 
now before the world, and can no longer be 
suppressed. Mr. Ernest Hart has just pu'blished 
a lecture on Vaccination, which he delivered 
before the National Health Society, but the 
arguments he then produced were met and 
refuted by Dr. Pearce, Mr. E. Robinson, Dr. 
Haughton and others, yet he prints his lecture 
as truth undisputed and indisputable. Such 
tactics are certain to lead to discomfiture. We 
as anti- vaccinators ask for a fair field, day-light, 
and no favour. We are ready to hear Mr. 
Hart, and ready to answer him, but the answers 
we receive are commonly couched in contempt 
and abuse. There will however be a change in 
that respect presently. 

Many are now curious as to the attitude of 
the new Parliament towards Vaccination. The 
Parliament which has just passed away was 
opposed to reforms of all kinds, and would hear 
nothing in-our favour. Even the mild measure 
of Mr. Pease was scornfully rejected. Hundreds 
of petitions from those who had witnessed the 
injuries inflicted by vaccination were presented 
in vain. It is fair to hope for better things from 
the House of Oommons now in course of forma- 
tion. Candidates everywhere have been required 
to declare whether they were in &vour of vacci- 
nation by force. Some get over the difficulty by 
promising to vote for a commission of inquiiy. 
In Marylebone, as we read in the Daily Tele- 
graphf vaccination has been a prominent question 



during the electoral canvass. Mr. Bompas some 
time ago told the electors of the borough that an 
unvaccinated person was like a flaming fire- 
brand among the people, and Marylebone dropped 
Mr. Bompas. I believe Mr. Bompas passes for 
a Liberal, and that he made a serious sacrifice 
at Cambridge because as a Baptist he could not 
submit to certain theological tests; but can 
anything be more grotesque than a conscientious 
religious dissenter maintaining that consdentiouB 
medical dissenters should be fined or hauled off 
to prison I In Sir Thomas Chambers as member 
for Marylebone we have a brave and outspoken 
advocate, and he has just received a coadjutor 
in Mr. Daniel Grant who promises to support 
him faithfully. Mr. F. S. Hunt, who was one 
of the Conservative candidates, encountered the 
question with surprise. Like so many others he 
had received VacciQation as matter of faith, 
which only the foolish and eccentric questioned ; 
but he soon discovered in Marylebone that anti- 
vaccinators were neither foolish nor eccentric, 
but knew right well what they were about. It 
is to be said for Mr. Hunt that he exhibited so 
patient and so candid a temper, that, I have no 
doubt, had he been returned, he would have 
made those inquiries which, when seriously 
made, have commonly one issue, namely, con- 
version to oiur side of the question. Leaving 
Marylebone, I may mention Mr. B. Samuelson 
who has been again returned for Banbu|w <At 
first he would not listen to the anti-vaooffiNors 
among his constituents. They were, as Mr. 
Ernest Hart might say, beneath contempt. But 
they were not to be put down. By and by Mr. 
Samuelson looked into their case, saw it was a 
fair one, and if he is not altogether their convert, 
he is now ready to sustain their cause in Parlia- 
ment. Dr. Cameron M.P. for Glasgow, the 
leading advocate of what is called animal vacci- 
nation has always been opposed to repeated 
prosecutions in vaccination cases, believing them 



16 



THE VACCINATION INQUTREIL 



to be prodnctive of much mischief; and Mr. 
Samuel Morley, M.P. for Bristol, goes farther, 
and says he was never in favonr of a compulsory 
Taocination law, and will vote for its repeal 
whenever he has an opportunity. Mr. Jacob 
Bright, M.P. for Manchester, is not only opposed 
to compulsory vaccination, but to vaccination 
itself, and his children have been exempted from 
the rite. Mr. Slagg, who is now Mr. Bright*s 
eolleagne in Parliament, is prepared to assist in 
onr movement. Then there is Mr. John Bright 
who says that the law which punishes parents 
again and again for not vaccinating their chil- 
dren is monstrous and ought to be repealed. 
"When the question is fairly put before a con- 
itituency the result is continually in favour of 
the candidate who takes our side. Thus it was 
the other day at Bochester; and at Lincoln, 
where Mr. Chaplin declared he would maintain 
the Vaccination Acts, he was rejected for Mr. 
Hinde Palmer who promised to vote for their 
repeaL Mr. Hopwood, M.P. for Stockport, Mr. 
P. A. Taylor for Leicester, Mr. Thomas Burt for 
Morpeth, Mr. Passmore Edwards for Salisbury, 
and Mr. Otway for Bochester will all sustain 
our cause in the new House, and they will 
receive assistance from many whose minds are 
now opening to the tyranny and the folly of 
the law. We have therefore much to encourage 
us in our attack on the cruel superstition, which 
diffuses disease and destroys thousands of chil- 
dren annually, whilst effecting nothing against 
the malady it is imagined to prevent. 

The foregoing consists of notes of an address 
by Mr. Wm. Tebb as chairman of a meeting 
held at the Quebec Institute, Marylebone, 6th 
April, when Mr. Walter Hasker delivered a 
lecture on the Tyranny of Compulsory Vaccina- 
tion. Mr. Hasker introduced his subject by a 
reference to his own experience, he having been 
smnmoned before Mr. Ellison at Lambeth Police 
Court for not having his child vaccinated. He 
was fined 208. and 27s. costs, which included 
one guinea, by way of a Christmas present, to 
the vaccination officer, as if an anti- vaccinator 
were a sort of outlaw who might be plundered 
at discretion. Mr. Hasker appealed to the Court 
of Queen's Bench, when Justices Lush, Manisty, 
and Bowen were sitting. Justice Lush informed 
him that the Court declined to grant a rule 
nisi. There was therefore no remedy save in 
steadfast resistance to the law without regard to 
consequences. By resistance many evil laws 
had been overthrown, when without such resist- 
ance mere argument might never have prevailed. 



Mr. Tebb, in conclusion, observed that they 
had listened to an interesting lecture, whilst the 
lecturer himself was a praiseworthy example of 
his own doctrine. They should all do their 
utmost to make known the injurious character 
of the present system of vaccination. One of 
the results of the relentless prosecutions for non- 
vaccination in Marylebone was, that hundreds 
of children now grew up unregistered because 
through registration the vaccination officer ob- 
tained the clue to their existence. 



Mb. Herbert Gladstone, in reply to Mr. 
Jameson, who wished to know how he stood 
affected to vaccination, replied, '* I feel no one 
would wish me readily to give an opinion ; at 
the same time I can assure you I think the 
subject a very important one ; and my father, 
though he has not had the time to go thoroughly 
into it, has, as you probably know, much sympa- 
thy with your point of view." 

Hiatus Filled Up. — Mr. H. D. Dudgeon 
wrote in the Echo of 13th April, — " Mr. Ernest 
Hart has just published a pamphlet in which 
he says, 'The number of attacks of persons 
efficiently vaccinated and successfully re-vacci- 
nated is extremely small' (Page 62). But Mr. 
Hart incautiously takes away all logical force 
from this statement by the remarkable confession, 
so grateful to the anti- vaccinator, that * at present 
there is no definition of what is a successfcil 
vaccination.* May I presume to fill up the 
hiatus, and to supply the missing link? The 
proper and only practical definition of successful 
vaccination is * that which succeeds.* If a person 
dies of small-pox, in what sense can the vaccina- 
tion have been successful?** 

Much Vaccinated M.P.*b. — Mr. A. Pell speak- 
ing at Loughborough on 24th March, said, ** With 
regard to vaccination, I had a sensible mother, 
who had me vaccinated before I could raise any 
question on the subject, and I bear the marks 
of that indignity on my left arm. I am happy 
to say I have since been vaccinated upon every 
occasion I could get it done for nothing. I have 
been vaccinated three times in London work- 
houses. I like to get vaccinated there, because 
it is said the common people cannot get good 
and proper lymph in these places. I am 
guardian in St. John's, East London, and have 
been twice vaccinated there by the parish surgeon. 
I was neither the better nor the worse for it, and 
I have not had small-pox.** Mr. W. U. Heygate 
followed in a similar strain, saying, *' I am afraid 
I cannot promise to vote for the repeal of the 
Vaccination Laws. Like Mr. PeU, I have been 
vaccinated three times ; twice since I have been 
in the House of Commons during small-pox 
panics when everybody went off and got vacci- 
nated. If you only get good lymph, you may 
be sure vaccination will do you no hann.'* Mr. 
Pell has been returned again for South Leicester- 
shire, and Mr. Heygate has been rejected for 
Mr. Paget. 
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pbTseiaG to the Lociix: Sm^M-p^T ird Ir::r^- 
Ltfkm HocpeSAdif . H« vie & C^znba-lAni ?^.i"- : 
an trdetn bvUuzist : i&i be t=r:i<&i nr:^ acre? of 
tbe gixKtx^ srcnni tbe KcispeSAl a{ K^.y'g Croas 
izxkr ft boteck lardeai, wlzicli be xnazriAinei mt 
fak crvn ezpectse. He died </f a ctzozic pslnxe- 
wj eompiaizrt in l¥Mf, azii in hif liA iI2nes 
had himself renxorcd from bis h^zse in £2t 
FlaMr to the Hooystal £or the uke of the earden 
tndih/i tcfuntry air, 

VifxArOhb wa« €44^ to try eov-pox. but Jcn- 
ner had no tnpply. nor eoold anj be had else- 
vhere. He therefore recorted to horse-grcafie, 
hoi «mld make nr.4hing of it. In his own words — 

^'Coneeirin^ that the diftemper might be 
prodoeed bj ino<Tilatin^ the nipples of cows with 
t(te matter of the grease of horse*. I proeeeded 
t/^ try whether the eow>pox oonld be actnally 
et/!rited in thiA manner. Xomerons experiments 
w^e a^yy/rd]rj:(!y made npon dii!erent cows with 
the matter of grease, taken in the Tarioos stages 
of that diseaae, bat without prodoeing the desired 
effect. 

'^^ Neither were inoculatumM with this matter^ 
nor with ueteral other m&rhid Me^retion* in the 
heme, productive of any effects upon (he human 
mihjectr ♦ 

Who were the homan snbjects upon whom 
these experiments were practised, Woodville 
does not state: they were probably the waifis 
and strays of London streets drifted to the 
* Hospital doors. Several other attempts were 
made to raise pox on cows with horse-grease 
without result save maledictions on Jenner for 
originating such a troublesome quest. 

Thus closed 1798 with many eager to try the 
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•zii^aa ZL J-BLZt£r*£ Intmiajf. and pranooneed 
^'.^-r.*a.' F:ix7-££^ :£ die cows beetme 
kSftcuii. -Ziiat skX zr 2EiIk *)Mi«j»i>p tiac disease; 
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iLiBe. wikT idid imAeEsaBe SDiall-pox in 
jex£ tsis2 ffsmirtV-pofx dia vt pn- 
TfiTS erw-prx. azti a fagttnm aginwt orer- 
L Jsaer. w^aeh izzdatnnaftdy Sbw 
vaoecTC - Ai the same time,** 
reeiirif Dr. FfikTscci. "^ I reeedr^ed the agreeaUs 
T^vTrffc-eag ihfcS liiif £59ease was also raging in 
iLf larrefs ss.:«k cf eows ctn die Xew Boad, 
=«ar Pailizszvc 10 wtoe^ no one oonld gain 
ad*=fi£az^ee hsLTsrs^L" 

Wixh ei?w*jK>x dnas prDriled in ahandanee, 
PcArsca as:^ Woodrilie set to wcxk— WoodriDe 
at bis Hofiposal, and Peanonin pnvate pnetiM. 
H: w ihej ec< cc appears frnm the IcAowing 
letter, cseksacg raedne thvBadB» addreased by 
Pearson to dOO pnecitiaiien duoa^boat tibe 
United Kfnqvi-wn — 

*-Lacism S^au, 121% Jf«rrA, 1799. 

** Sir. — I hoiw you wiD pardon me lor taking 
the libertT to infv>rm von br war of additional 
evidence to the testzmonies I have pnbJished on 
the subject of the cow-pox 1 that upwards of 160 
patients, from two weeks to fortr years of age, 
principally in&nts* have been inoculated since 

. the dOth January last by Dr. WoodviUe and 

i myself, separately. . . . 

''* Not one mortal case occurred. 

( '^Not one of the patients was considered 
dangerously ilL . . . 

'* None \ji the patients, namely above 60, 
inoculated with the small-pox, subsequently to 
the vaccine disease, took the infection. • • • 
«* In many of the cases eruptions of the body 
appeared, some of which could not be distin- 
guished from the small-pox. 

** I have sent the matter of cow-pox pustules 
on the thread enclosed, in order, if you approve 
of the inquixT, to inoculate with it; and I 
entreat you to fevour me with the result of 
your trials : but I must trouble you to apply 
the test of inoculating with variolous matt^ 
subsequently to the vaccine disorder. — Gbobob 
Pkabson, M.D., F.B.S. 

" P.S. — ^I am happy to be able to state that 
at Berkeley Dr. Jenner has continued hia trials 
of inoculation with vaccine matter aeint from 
London with good success.*' 
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Jenner was of an indolent disposition, but the 
part Pearson was playing stung him to action. 
His nephew, Rev. G. C. Jenner, wrote to him 
from London, and thus roused his vanity — 

" Norfolk Street, llth March, 1799. 

"After what Mr. Paytherus has written to 
yoQ it will be needless for me to say anything 
to nrge the necessity of your coming to town to 
wear the laurels you have gained, or to prevent 
their being placed on the brows of another. . . 

" Dr* Pearson is going to send circular letters 
to medical gentlemen to let them know that he 
will supply them with cow-pox matter upon their 
application to him, by which means he will be 
the chief person known in the business, and 
consequently deprive you of that merit, or at 
least a great share of it, which is so justly your 
due. Dr. Pearson gave a public lecture on the 
Cow-Pox on Saturday, and adopted your 
opinions, except with regard to the probability 
ox the disease originating in horses' heels. . . 
All your friends agree that now is your time to 
establish your fame and fortune; but if you 
delay taking a personal active part any longer 
the opportunity will be lost for ever. — Your 
affectionate nephew, G. G. Jenner." 

Jenner at once communicated the alarming 
intelligence to his friend Gardner with a sly 
suggestion for counter-action — 

** Berkeley, Wednesday. 

"A letter just received from G. Jenner in- 
forms me that Dr. Pearson on Saturday last 
gave a public lecture on the Cow-Pox, and that 
it was publicly exhibited at Sir Joseph Banks's 
on Sunday evening. He has also given out that 
he will funiish any gentleman at a distance with 
the virus. 

" As this is probably done with the view of 
showing himself as l^e first man in the concern, 
should not some neatly drawn paragraphs 
appear from time to time in the pubUo prints, 
by no means reflecting on the conduct of P., but 
just to keep the idea publicly alive that P. was 
not the autnor of the dLSCovery — J mean of cow- 
pox inoculation. — ^Yours truly, E. J." 

As human nature exists, it was not extra- 
ordinary that Jenner should feel anxious over 
the occupation of ground he considered his own ; 
but at the same time it is obvious, that Pearson 
had done nothing wrong, nothing that was not 
allowable, nothing, indeed, that was not praise- 
worthy. He allowed Jenner fall credit for 
having advertised the Gloucestershire faith in 
eow-pox, and for the production of certain 
evidence for that faith ; but whilst Jenner had 
excited curiosity, he did nothing, or could do 
nothing, to satisfy it ; and it was idle to expect 
the world to await his convenience; nor was 
Peanon the man to rest content where action 
was possible. As he said — 

**From the time of the publication of the 
JugiMry in Jtinet 1798, the author contributed 



no farther inoculated cases to the end of that 
year ; nor could I do more than investigate the 
history of the Cow-Pox principally by inquiries 
among provincial physicians and farmers, from 
whom I was enabled to confirm some of the 
facts in Dr. Jenner's book, and to render doubt- 
ful or disprove others, and to bring to light new 
observations." * 

Jenner was not slow to respond to his 
nephew's summons to London. He left Berkeley 
on the 21st of March, and remained in town 
until the llth of June, visiting medical men, 
asserting his own claims, and counter-acting the 
operations of Pearson and WoodviUe. 

In Dr. Pearson's circular, it will be observed, 
that he describes inoculation with cow-pox as 
attended with eruptions in some cases, which 
could not be distinguished from small-pox. So 
far as Pearson and WoodviUe were concerned, 
it was an unfortunate statement, and gave 
Jenner an advantage over them which he used 
unsparingly to their discredit and to the estab- 
lishment of his own reputation. 

Jenner's claim for inoculation with cow-pox 
was, that it excited a fever that was not in- 
fectious and was without pustular eruptions; 
and here was Dr. Pearson setting up as his 
critic, and Dr. WoodviUe assuming to develop 
his practice, and producing a disorder that was 
undistingnishable from smaU-poxt Such pre- 
sumption and ignorance deserved to be hooted. 

What was the explanation? Simply this: 
that Dr. WoodviUe conducted some of his cow- 
pox inoculations in the variolous atmosphere of 
his Hospital, and that he thereby communicated 
smaU-pox and cow-pox simultaneously. In a 
scientific sense, the experience was valuable ; it 
proved that it was possible to have cow-pox and 
smaU-pox at the same time — that neither disease 
superseded or nuUified the other. 

WoodviUe tried to viiidicate himself, and in 
his feulure magnified Jenner's triumph stiU 
farther. Yet he had much that was reason- 
able to say for himself. For example, he had 
transmitted to Jenner some of the virus from 
one of the first of his cow-pox inoculations in 
January, and with it Jenner operated on twenty 
persons, reporting to WoodviUe — 

*• Berkeley, February, 1799. 

*' The rise, progress, and termination of the 
pustules created by the virus were exactly that 
of the true cow-pox." 

Nevertheless, wrote WoodviUe — 

" This virus which Dr. Jenner declared to be 
perfectly pure and genuine was taken from the 
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arm of an hospital patient who had 310 pustules, 
all of which suppurated." 

Woodville also argued, that "cow-pox, as 
casually produced by milking infected cows, 
differs considerably from that which is the effect 
of inoculation" ; and to this Jenner himself bore 
witness, saying — 

** Four or five servants were inoculated at a 
farm contiguous to Berkeley last summer with 
matter just taken from an infected cow. A Httle 
inflammation appeared on all their arms, but 
died away without producing a pustule ; yet all 
these servants caught the disease within a month 
afterwards from milking the infected cows, and 
some of them had it severely.*'* 

Others maintained that the cow-pox which 
saved milk-maids from small-pox was a much 
severer affection than that induced by Jenner's 
lancet, and that it was folly to assume their 
equivalence. There was force in the argument ; 
for every one then knew how much the issue of 
small-pox inoculation depended on the mode of 
its performance. The infection when commimi- 
cated through the skin was usually much less 
severe than when communicated by incision; 
and Jenner relates how a country inoculator, 
who liked to " cut deep enough to see a bit of 
fat," was the death of his patients on every side. 
The human body is of an infinite delicacy and 
complexity, and we are sure to find ourselves at 
fault when we deal with its mysteries according 
to our crude and inanimate logic. 

Whatever might be the perils, immediate or 
remote, of inoculation with cow-pox, it was not 
attended with small-pox eruptions ; and at last 
it became manifest to Woodville himself, that 
the virus he had used, and the virus he had dis- 
tributed, which had produced such eruptions, 
was the virus of small-pox. 

After much controversy and many experi- 
ments these conclusions were arrived at— 

1. That when a person was inoculated with 
small-pox and cow-pox about the same time, 
both inoculations proved effective. There was 
a pustular eruption on the skin from the small- 
pox, and the cow-pox vesicle reached maturity 
in the usual number of days. 

2. These effects took place, without much vari- 
ation, in all cases where the interval between the 
two inoculations did not exceed a week ; but — 

8. When the small-pox matter was inserted 
on the ninth day after the inoculation with 
cow-pox, its action seemed to be wholly pre- 
cluded.! 
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That is to say, for a time — ^until the influence 
of the vaccine fever had worn off. Some fancied 
that small-pox when inoculated with cow-pox 
generated a hybrid pox that was more efficacious 
than either, but it was a vain fancy. There 
was occasionally some interaction of the diseases, 
as of a subdued activity in each, but generally 
they proceeded together unaffected, the cow-pox 
maintaining its characteristics in the midst of a 
crop of small-pox. 

One point of great significance in WoodviUe's 
experience was overlooked. He inoculated with 
cow-pox in the Small- Pox Hospital, and some 
of his patients there contracted small-pox, who 
certainly were not inoculated with small-pox, 
either accidentally or by design. The lesson of 
this experience was unperceived, and though 
it has been repeated again and again, is rarely 
acknowledged. Vaccination in presence of 
small-pox, or in an epidemic of small-pox, is 
often a means of inducing the disease it is 
intended to prevent. It lights the fire; and 
when the fire is hghted, it is said, **Ah! it 
must have been a-light before." When we 
have a mind for an excuse, how easily do we 
deceive ourselves with our own sophistry ! 

Among Jenner's purposes in going to London 
in the spring of 1799 was the pubhcation of a 
second treatise of 70 pages quarto entitled. 
Further Observations on the Variola Vaccin<B. 
It appears to have been produced with many 
pains and extraordinary apprehensions. He 
wrote to Gardner, 7th March, 1799 — 

** Every sentence must be again revised and 
weighed in the nicest balance that human intel- 
lect can invent. The eyes of the philosophic 
and medical critic, prejudiced most bitterly 
against the hypothesis, will penetrate its inmost 
recesses, and discover the minutest flaw were 
it suffered to be present. Language I put out 
of the question : it is the matter I refer to." 

These words betray excitement for which there 
was no warrant; and when we turn to the 
treatise, that was to be weighed sentence by 
sentence in the nicest of balances, we see clearly 
that its author was a weak-minded creature. It 
is little more than a gossip about cow-pox with- 
out any real advance upon the statements of the 
Inquiry. Indeed, he sets out with the admis- 
sion that '* it had not been in bis power to extend 
the investigation into the causes and effects of 
the Yariolffi Yaccinse much beyond its original 
limits ; " and excuses himself from seeking addi- 
tional evidence for the protection afforded from 
small-pox by cow-pox because Dr. Pearson had 
done all that was requisite 1 Sometixnes when 
it is objected that the DtMsts addooed in tiM 
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Inquiry were hastily collected, meagre and in- 
eonolosiye, it is replied, " Yes, but recollect, they 
were merely a selection from the author's stores *' 
— a reply that is nothing save audacious ; but 
Jenner here renders it baseless in recording — 

" My late publication contains a relation of 
most of the facts which had come under my own 
inspection at the time it was written, interspersed 
with some conjectural observations." 

He defines one of his aims in producing 
Further Observations as the definition of the 
diseases in cattle which simulate cow-pox ; and, 
incredible as it may appear, this is his deliver- 
ance — 

**To what length pustulous diseases of the 
adder and nipples of the cow may extend, it is 
not in my power to determine ; but certain it is, 
that these parts of the animal are subject to 
some variety of maladies of this nature ; and as 
many of these eruptions (probably all of them) 
are capable of giving a disease to the human 
body, would it not be discreet for those engaged 
in this investigation to suspend controversy and 
cavil until they can ascertain with precision 
what is and what is not the genuine cow-pox ? 
. . . Until experience has determined which 
is the true cow-pock, and which is spurious, we 
view our object through a mist — " 

Which was to say, that what was his business, 
he assigned to others, whilst he sat ready to 
appropriate the profit and the praise I 

Another of his aims was *' to enforce the pre- 
caution of subduing the inoculated pustule as 
soon as it has sufficiently produced its influence 
on the constitution.'' The inflammation and 
erysipelas resulting from inoculation with cow- 
pox, he considered it unnecessary to prolong — 
an opinion which Dr. Pearson contested. 

He had also to vindicate his fsdih in the origin 
of cow-pox in horse-grease; which he did in 
this fashion — 

" Firstly. — 1 conceived this was its source 
from observing that where the cow-pox had 
appeared among the dairies here [Berkeley] 
(unless it could be traced to the introduction of 
an infected cow or servant) it had been preceded 
at the farm by a horse diseased in the manner 
described, which horse had been attended by 
some of the milkers. 

" Secondly. — From its being a popular opinion 
throughout this great dairy country, and from 
its being insisted on by those who here attend 
sick cattle. 

"Thirdly. — From the total absence of the 
disease in those countries where the men 
servants are not employed in the dairies. 

•* Fourthly. — From having observed that mor- 
bid matter generated by the horse frequently 
oommimicates, in a casual way, a disease to the 
huxnaa subject so like the cow-pox, that in many 



cases it would be difficult to make the distinction 
between one and the other. 

** Fifthly.'— From being induced to suppose 
from experiments, that some of those who had 
been thus affected from the horse resisted the 
small-pox. 

"Sixthly. — From the progress and general 
appearance of the pustule on the arm of the boy 
whom I inoculated with matter taken from the 
hand of a man infected by a horse ; and from 
the similarity to the cow-pox of the general 
constitutional symptoms which followed." 

Many who were wilUng to accept cow-pox 
woidd not hear of its origin in horse-grease ; but 
Jenner's evidence for the one was as good as for 
the other: and facts are facts however disagree- 
able. To the inability of Woodville and Simmons 
of Manchester to inoculate cows with horse- 
grease, Jenner replied, "That even cow-pox 
virus itself when introduced into the sound 
nipples of cows by means of a lancet was found 
to produce no effect." Failure was no proof of 
impossibihty. 

A pamphlet like Further Ohservations^ wMLst 
it kept Jenner's name to the fore, was too feeble 
and inefficient to advance vaccine inoculation. 
Woodville and Pearson did the real work of 
pubUcity and promotion — Pearson especially. 
Within seven months, January to August, 1799, 
they performed 2000 vaccinations, and on every 
side the new practice was received with favour 
and dislike ; but favour from the outset vastly 
predominated. In the Philosophical Journal, 
August, 1799, Pearson wrote — 

"In Scotland the new inoculation has not 
been less successful. Dr. Anderson, of Leith, 
informs me that he has inoculated above 80 
persons ; that Dr. Duncan has begun the practice 
in Edinburgh ; and that it has been introduced 
in Dundee, Paisley, and Dalkeith." 

Nor did Pearson limit his efforts to his native 
land : he relates — 

"In the course of the same year, 1799, I 
extended the dissemination of the vaccine matter 
to Germany, for the Princess Louisa at Berlin, 
Hanover, Vienna, Geneva, Lisbon, Paris, Boston, 
and into the British Army through Mr. Keats.** 

Jenner regarded much of this activity with a 
jealous eye : it did not sufficiently make for his 
glory. He was anxious, fretful, helpless. " It 
is impossible for me, single-handed, to combat 
all my adversaries," was his whine. "I am 
beset on all sides with snarling fellows, and so 
ignorant withal that they know no more of the 
disease they write about than the animals which 
generate it." It was perfectly true that he was 
unable to fight his own battle and maintain his 
position; and we shall see how he was assisted* 
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VACCINATION: ITS AIMS AND ENDS, 

OBJECTS AND RESULTS. 
Dhder this title Mr. Alex. Wbeeler, of Darling- 
ton, gave a lectnre on the IBth of April in the 
ball of the Eleosis Clnb, Chelsea, which was 
weU filled. He was Eupported by Dr. CollinE, 
Mr. Wm- Tebb, Dr. Nichols, Mr. White, and 

Mr, Wheeler, after qnoting Mr. Simon's 
declaration that " The cloEe of the 18th century, 
which had mnch to darken it, will be remem- 
bered till the end of human bietory for the 
greatest physical good ever yet given by scleuce 
to the world," showed that our public authorities 
were endorsing the odious untruth this seuteuce 
contained. That we were therefore fighting no 
chimera in waging war with even Jenner's own 
assertions, since they were to-day being circul- 
ated and sown broadcast at the national expense. 

Jenner's objects were shown to be the " anni- 
hilation of small-pox." The rendering people 
" perfectly secure for life " from small-pox. 
The making of them " for ever insusceptible " 
to it. These were the groonds upon which he 
waA supported, and these the objects that the 
Parliament he won over eipecled to sec attained. 

Bnt to-day, although these are still used as if 
extant, they are virtually conceded to the op- 
ponents of vaccination. Modification of small- 
pox is the object aimed at ostensibly. 

Dr. Seaton, in his Handbook, says (p. 209) 
" Our assertion is that, so lar as is yet known, 
absolote protection is the rule and the occurrence 
of small-poi the exception in the vaccinated." 
And further, " Vaccination modifies the course 
of small-pox, or otherwise diminishes its danger 
in those in whom the protection has not been 
absolute" (p. 200). 

Dr. Ballard says in his PrUe Euay that " The 
practice of vaccination is worthy of confidence 
as a protection against attacks of small-jMi " 
Ip. S6). And the Select Committee of 1871 de- 
clared that "small-poi, unchecked by vaccina- 
tion, is one of tbe most terrible and destructive 
of diseases, as regards tbe danger of infection, 
the proportion of deaths among those attacked, 
and the permanent injury to the survivors ; 
and therefore it was the dnty of the State to 
endeavour to secure the careful vaccination of 
tbe whole popnlation." 

If, said Mr. Wheeler, vaccination is anything 
it is the doctrine of assumptions, which are — 

a. Eveiy one must have small-pox. 

h. That if all are vaccinated many will miss 
small-poz in oonaequenoe. 



c. That thoee having small-poi after vaooina- 
tion have it more favourably in eonse- 
qnence. 

The case is tbns slated from tbe vaccine 
aspect; vaccination is almost as onirersally 
adopted as possible in England. What are tbe 
resulU? 

And here Mr, Wbeeler remarked the difficulty 
he was placed in. That while the declarations 
of the authorities on the one hand were precise, 
their deductions were not few, and what was 
left after taking them into account was not 
easily formulated. For instance, as to Jenner's 
prophecy. Dr. Ceely spealdng on the IBtb of 
December last to the members of the British 
Medical Association, said " They would not be 
able to annihilate small-pox, and he defied any 
one to show that he had claimed such a result." 

D», Gregory, after a great experience in re- 
viewing a long series of epidemics of small-pox, 
said, " These historical details cannot be read 
witliout the conviction tliat all idea of banishing 
small-pox from the eartli was vain and illusory " 
(Librarn of Medicine, 1640). 

But the most extraordinary admission is that 
of Dr. Ballard, who says, after quoting Jenner's 
statement — "It now became too manifest to 
admit of controversy that the annihilation of 
small-pox must be the final result of the practice 
of vaccination " — goes on to say, " Dr. Jenner's 
sanguine hope has not been fulfilled. Experi- 
ence has not verified lii^ prediction. Small- 
pox has not been eradicated. Let me add," he 
continues, " that scientific observation and 
reasoning give no countenance to the belief that 
it ever will be eradicated, even from civilised 
communities " (Prue Eiiay, p. 36). 

Mr. ^Vheeler said that he took these ample 
and extremely carefiil confessions as relieving 
him from the necessity of proof, that Edward 
Jenner was, as regarded kit main object, an 
utterly deluded man. But if he was wrong as 
to " annihilation " of small-pox, does it remain 
that vaccination " modifies" small-pox? 

Mr. Marson tells us that there are many 
degreesof severity in vaccinated small-pox, from 
the " slightest form in which there is hardly 
any eruption to the most severe confluent cases," 
and that " it also assumes the malignant and 
petechial type after vaccination just as in tbe 
vaccinated." — (Article in Reynolds' Syilen* of 
Medicine). 

Innumerable failures have resulted in the 
modem doctrine that the protection is in pro- 
portion to tbe number of " marks " of Tao(da»- 
tion; that is, the more marks Uu gn at tx 
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pro^tion. Bat the Metropolitan Hospitals — 
Stockwell, HomertoQ, Hampstead, Falham, 
and Highgate, give no ooontenanoe to this 
novel doctrine. For out of 14,847 cases tabulated 
according to *' marks *' in these Hospitals, only 
2,933 had no vaccine marks, while 6,253 had 
two, three, four, and more marks of vaccination. 
It would therefore appear that far fewer cases 
come under their care having no marks than 
have some or many marks. And if one may 
draw any conclusion from this form of putting 
the case, it would be that those with no marks 
will be the smallest number by far of the 
patients. 

But if the presence of vaccine marks is no 
protection, will the **well marked" cases yield 
the fewest deaths ? It is, however, most impor- 
tant to know how the observation as to marks 
is to be made. If it is on entering the hospital, 
it will be fallacious. The disease is the most 
eruptive of fevers, and the marks are covered 
by the eruption, if the patient comes in, as is 
very often the case, twenty-four hours before 
death. But even with this in favour of the 
<* marks " selection, we find in the marks cases 
every possible percentage of death. And the 
most important point is that in any one class, 
say " four marks '* cases, you find no two hos- 
pitab yield the same result. Four marks cases, 
at any age, in one hospital do not accord with 
the same cases in any other hospital. Thus, 
said Mr. Wheeler, we have waded about in this 
chaos long enough. There is no scientific clue. 
We get no imiformity of results, however large 
our basis of facts; the *' discovery" cried up as 
so great a boon, is verily ** a great delusion." 

Yet the scientific clue has been all the time 
before us, but thrust aside and put away by the 
vaccine authorities. Dr. Thomas Sydenham 
described small-pox just as it exists to-day. 
Treating a large number of small-pox cases in 
the years soon following the great plague of 
London, he tells us that in the discrete sort there 
was '* no danger," in the confluent great care 
and attention were required after the utmost 
skill could do little, and that when there was 
hosmaturia, or the blackening of the pocks, no 
skill could save the life of the patient. So also 
Dr. Wagstaffe who said, there was a kind the 
nurse could hardly kUl, another a physician 
could hardly cure. 

This classification, according to the eruption 
of amall-pox, is the only scientific classification, 
and yields accurate results. Whether vacci- 
nated or onvaooinated, whether in London 
If in Oalifoniian, or in DabUn Hospitals 



it is the same. Those having a slight eruption 
(and these, of course, will exhibit vaccine marks 
well if there are any) when there are few 
pustules will have little difficulty in rapidly 
overcoming the disease; very few will die, 
generally about one per cent. The confluent, 
especially if the eruption is continuous and the 
head one mass of pustules, will get through 
with difficulty, and need the greatest care and 
skill. And the malignant, oftenest found in 
battle-field hospitals, or in those given to 
excesses in life, are rarely recovered. 

Before this classification vaccinia is forced to 
bow. No number of marks of vaccination, no 
certificate of its " success " is of avail. In the 
Homerton Hospital there were twenty-four 
vaccinated maUgnant cases and all died. 

Here then we have the scientific clue ; the 
eruption is the guide, not the marks of a foolish 
rite. Sydenham is the man of science, Jenner 
the empiric. The disease is, as it always has 
been since his day, unmodified and uncdt&red. 
The aims however good, the objects however 
praiseworthy, are not attained. In England, 
116,000 persons have died since 1858 of small- 
pox ; and during the years 1870-80 our hospitals 
treated 87,686 cases, of which no fewer than 
28,468 were vaccinated. This is failure enough 
— it is a large enough experience. 

Mr. Wheeler concluded by asking whether, 
supposing there were no laws about vaccination, 
he had not made out a case for abandoning it. 
I have, said he, shown its failure to be com- 
plete ; but we are compelled, let experience be 
as opposed to the rite as it is, to support and 
endow the superstition. Jenner was a man 
who was no scientist. He hurried forward his 
empirical "discovery," forced it upon public 
attention, and obtained pubUc money; but in 
after years he knew he had done wrong and 
that his rite was a failure. 

How different was the case of Harvey! — ^he 
was a true scientist, who laboriously and pa- 
tiently followed the clue to the discovery of the 
circulation of the blood, which he announced 
before he died. But he had not the satisfaction 
of seeing his discovery generally accepted, nor, 
indeed, of seeing it positively complete. But 
his honours, though posthumous, are real ; and 
the gratitude of suffering humanity follows his 
name with ever-increasing respect. He Was 
the true friend of suffering humanity, and his 
memory will live when the other has perished in 
obUvion. 

A Hvely discussion followed Mr. Wheeler's lee* 
' ture, in which Dr. Fisher stated his preferenoe 



24 



THE VACCINATION INQUlItER. 



for inoculation over what was called vaccina- 
tion; and related how he had recently vacci- 
nated a young woman who took small-pox soon 
after, and was the worst case he ever had. A 
nurse from the Fulham Hospital was highly 
indignant at hearing vaccuiation described as 
** no protection," and yet confessed that she 
herself had contracted the disease although 
vaccinated, and had become a nurse after con- 
valescence in Highgate Hospital; admitting, 
also, that many hospital nurses had, like her- 
self, been hospital patients I 



Mb. Daneel Grant, the newly elected M.P. 
for Marylebone, writes to Mr. Tebb that his 
** views on the subject of the Vaccination Laws 
are identical with those of Sir Thomas Cham- 
bers." If Mr. Grant speaks and acts as cour- 
ageously as Sir Thomas, he will do well. 

Corfibld's Facts. — Dr. Corfield stated at St. 
George's Hall that the French soldiers practise 
vaccination and re- vaccination, and that conse- 
quently, although epidemics of small-pox are 
frequent in Paris, there has been no case of it in 
the Parisian Guard for seventy years. But 
upon inquiry addressed to a French army 
Burgeon it turned out — 1. That small-pox 
epidemics are not frequent in Paris. 2. That 
although every French soldier is vaccinated and 
re-vaccinated, the mortality from small-pox in 
the French army during the epidemic of 1871 
and 1872 was terrible. 3. That there is no such 
corps as the Parisian Guard. This is like the 
cattle-doctors during the rinderpest, when they 
were at their wits * end to prove that the disease 
came from abroad. They stated — 1. That the 
first cases of diseased cattle were imported from 
Bussia by railway into Revel. 2. That rinder- 
pest was raging at Revel. But upon inquiring 
it turned out — 1. That there had been no rinder- 
pest at Revel. 2. That there was no railway 
mto Revel. — Fashions of the Day, by H. S. 
Constable. 

Hampstead Small- Pox Hospital. — The fol- 
lowing appeal was issued during the Middlesex 
election — 

"Working Men and Women, attend to 
THIS — It is yov/r children who are sent to these 
overcrowded Hospitals. It has been shown to 
Mr. Sclater Booth that more than twice as 
many patients die in these large Hospitals as 
would die even if treated in their own poor 
homes, and more than seven times as many die 
as would be the case if they were treated in 
small infirmaries — yet he persists in his present 
course! In the small-pox epidemic of 1870-2 
more than 1800 patients died in the Hampstead 
Small-pox Hospital. If the death-rate had been 
no higher than in small infirmaries only 200 
would have died; so that more that 1100 hves 
were sacrificed by the ignorance and incapacity 
of the Local Government Board I How long 
will you support a Tory Government, when a 
trusted member of it continues, and insists upon 
oontinmng, such experiments with the lives of 
those most dear to you." 



MR. W. GIBSON WARD'S LECTURE. 

Mb. Ward opened his lecture on Small-pox and 
Vaccination before the Dialectical Society on 
7th April with the citation of various authorities, 
including Sydenham, to show that the malignity 
of small-pox in former times had been much 
exaggerated. He held that the disease was an 
effort of Nature to throw off corruptions of the 
blood induced by improper food and unwholesome 
conditions of life. The true remedy for small- 
pox was to be found in cleanliness, temperance, 
fresh air, and exercise. Those who fell into a 
variolous condition could not do better than 
submit to the purification which small-pox 
signifies. To try to avert or suppress small-pox 
by medical artifices was simply to compel an 
orderly process to assume worse forms such as 
cancer and consumption. He made a severe 
attack on Jenner as a man of feeble intelligence, 
who had no true faith in his own prescription. 
When he thought his son was in peril of infec- 
tion, he did not inoculate him with cow-pox, 
but with small-pox. Whether from fear of Mr. 
Ward's controversial prowess, the discussion 
which followed the lecture was almost confined 
to anti-vaccinators. Dr. W. J. Collins made a 
speech that was listened to with extreme 
attention in which he narrated his experience 
as a pubhc vaccinator, and how by the force of 
evidence in his own practice he came to the 
conclusion that vaccination was not only useless 
in the prevention of small-pox, but that it 
excited, inseminated, and propagated worse 
diseases in those subjected to the rite. 



Earnest Anti-Vaccinators. — We have fre- 
quent cause to admire the sincerity and self- 
sacrifice wherewith many men and women in 
humble hfe strive to open the eyes of their com- 
rades to the mischiefs of vaccination. We have 
now a letter before us, in which we read of a 
Halifax carpet-weaver, who is from home at 
work from 6.80 a.m. to 9 p.m. ; but, in spite of 
weariness, makes opportunity for encouraging 
resistance to the pernicious practice; and he 
says, ** Almost every person to whom I speak 
has something to tell of its evil results" 

Eeighley steadily disregards the Vaccination 
Acts as far as is practicable. At the meeting 
of Guardians on the 81st March the report 
of the vaccination officer was read, in which it 
was stated that during the winter months few 
persons had their childron vaccinated. One 
hundred and fifty notices had been sent out. 
The officer, moreover, stated that he had re- 
ceived only one quarter's salary, and would be 
glad if the Board could see its way towards 
paying him. Some discussion followed, and it 
was finally determined that he should receive his 
salary for the past quarter. 
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AT ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 
The Liberal candidate for Ashton was Mr. 
Hugh Mason, and the Conservative, Mr. Coult- 
hart. Mr. Mason was returned. Both were 
questioned as to the Vaccination Acts ; and Mr. 
Mason at a pnblic meeting replied — 

'' It is not the first time that I have been asked 
whether I am in favour of compulsory vaccina- 
tion. I have a letter from a respectable and 
prosperous inhabitant of Ashton, who says, 
• Kindly inform me if you are in favour of the 
abolition of the Vaccination Laws.' I wrote : 
' Tour question is an interesting one, and I have 
often talked it over with my friend Henry Pit- 
man. I do not think medical science has yet 
got to a state of perfection, and I know there 
are able men of that profession who are seeking 
to amend the law of compulsory vaccination. I 
think the law is harshly administered in many 
cases. My information on the subject is by no 
means so strong as to entirely warrant me in 
saying that the law ought to be abolished.* " 

Mr. Mason exhibits a loose state of mind, 
which does httle credit to liis instruction by Mr. 
Pitman. What is he prepared to do? It is 
not necessary to disbeHeve in vaccination in 
order to refrain from imposing it on others ; and 
there are amehorations of the law short of its 
aboHtion. 

Mr. Coulthart was a hopeless subject. When 
asked at a meeting of his supporters, ** Will you 
vote for the repeal of the Vaccination Acts?" 
there was an uproar, in the midst of which he 
applied for advice to Dr. Lees, who was heard 
to say, " Decidedly not, decidedly not." Thus 
fortified, he answered — 

" I have no hesitation in saying, for I have 
had a great deal to do with the administration 
of the law, that the Acts are excellent; that 
vaccination has cured and saved the lives of 
thousands for every one that has died by it ; and 
I assert most emphatically, that I will not vote 
for the repeal of the Acts." (Loud applause, 
and a voice, ** Are thy kids vaccinated ? ") 

The following clear and cogent letter from 
Mr. Enoch Robinson, M.R.C.S., appeared in 
the Ashton Reporter of 13th March — 

"Mr. Coulthart is determined to enforce to 
the utmost possible extent the persecuting 
clauses of the Vaccination Acts. Mr. Gladstone, 
Mr. Bright, and other eminent statesmen have 
by their votes and writings condenmed the 
system of prosecuting a man time after time for 
resisting the inoculation of his healthy child 
with a living element of animal disease that 
may at the time contain the taint of syphilis. 
Mr. Herbert Spencer in a letter dated February 
6th, 1880, writes — *I am strongly opposed to 
compulsory vaccination.* What is the vaccina- 
tion dogma? Sir William Gull said in his 
.evidence in 1871 — ' I should say that vaooina- 
iion was as proteotiYe as small-pox itself.* Is 



this dogma true or false when tested by statistics? 
Mr. Marson's evidence showed that of the 18,000 
cases of small-pox admitted into the London 
hospitals from 1852 to 1867, only 1 per cent, 
had previously had small-pox, whilst 63 per 
cent, had been vaccinated. And later statistics, 
from the MetropoUtan Asylums show that of 
15,171 cases admitted from 1876 to November 
1879, 11,412 had been previously vaccinated, 
or 73 per cent., whereas if vaccination protected 
to the same extent as an attack of small-pox, 
only 1 i)er cent, should have been vaccinated. 
The vaccination dogma is, therefore, false. But 
the kind of statistics upon which the persecuting 
vaccinator chiefly relies in these latter days for 
the justification of his cruel practice is as follows : 
15,171 cases of small-pox occur in the hospitals, 
of wliich 11,412 have been vaccinated, and 8,759 
have not been vaccinated. Of the vaccinated 
1,008 die, or 8*8 per cent., whilst of the unvacci- 
nated 1,669 die, or 44*4 per cent. Therefore, 
triumphantly exclaims the vaccinator, vaccina- 
tion protects the vaccinated I Is this a rational 
conclusion ? Two facts may occur coincidently, 
and not have the relation of cause and effect. 
The explanation of the greater percentage mor- 
taUty amongst the unvaccinated is as follows — 
97 per cent, of the London population is now 
vaccinated according to Dr. Seaton. Of what 
does the remaining 8 per cent, consist ? Of two 
classes. First, Those children whose constitu- 
tions are too deUcate to enable them to undergo 
the operation and illness of vaccination; and 
2nd, the utterly neglected portions of society, 
the street Arabs, whose filthy condition and sur- 
roundings make them an easy prey for infectious 
disease. The 97 per cent, consist of the strong 
and healthy, and the best csired for of the 
community. When an epidemic of small-pox 
comes among these two divisions of the popula- 
tion — the vaccinated and unvaccinated — which 
division ought to experience, proportionally, the 
greatest mortality ? Surely, mat containing the 
weakly and the neglected portions of humanity. 
It would be a strange result if those with delicate 
constitutions and with habits and surroundings 
of the most wretched character were able to 
resist even to an equal degree the ravages of an 
epidemic of small-pox, and therefore, instead of 
being surprised to find 44'4 per cent, of them 
slain, the wonder is that the whole number of 
the 3,759 are not swept away. Mr. Coulthart, 
as a convicting magistrate, ought to answer this 
question — If vaccination be protective against 
small-pox, how comes it to pass that the 11,412 
persons who had been vaccinated suffered from 
small-pox ? And lest Mr. Coulthart should fall 
back upon the stereotyped excuse that the 
vaccination must have been imperfect, I give 
the opinion of Dr. Stevens, one of the most 
active of the Local Government Board In- 
spectors. Dr. Stevens thus spoke of himself at 
the Medical Conference in December — * He had 
seen more vaccinated children than any man, 
either aJive or who had lived ; ' and as to the 

g resent sjrstem, he said, * All his experience led 
im to the opinion that the arm-to-arm system 
practised in this country was as nearly perfect 
as a system could be made, and as efficacious as 



5f5 



THE YACCrSATlOy INQUIRER 



eofxiii be desiieSU I hope the Others And 
nu'.tiheri in AAhtoii'muler-Ljxie wiH, bj their 
T^iCM and initneneef show that the ptzritv of 
tiieir ehildreii'4 blood ia of too priceless a Vmlise 
to be oUeed at the ^diseased' mercy of a ornel 
Coizhhart." 



SIB THOMAS WATSOXS SXHEUELENDEB. 

The foQowin^ e<»nmxinieatioa was addressed to 
the editor of the Britiak Medical Journal — 



FEEQUEXT RESULTS OF VACCrSATTOX. 

Tke fbOowin^, from a chemist and associate of 
the fliarmaceiitical Society, is a specimen of 
letters frequently received by me. 

Eingscote, WoVingham. Thoxas Bjueeb. 

** I have just had a very sad case, resulting 
ftym Taecination, nnder my notice. A child suffer- 
ing for years, requiring the clo«eet care and atten- 
tion, from a mass of nmning scabs and sores 
nearly all over the back part of the body. Yet the 
doctor said when vaccinating that the lymph 
came from one of the healthiest children he had 
seen; and the child vaccinated was, previous ; 
to the lymph being inserted, a strong clear- ' 
skinned little thing, and the parents both . 
healthy people. Xow the poor thing is a , 
wreck! 

** This is merely one case out of scores I have ; 
witnessed. I constantly have children brou^t 
to prescribe for, suffering from some vile disease , 
or eruption, and almost invariably the reply to 
my question, * How long has the child had this," i 
takes the form, ' Ever nnce it has been vacci- 
nated, tir,^ j 

** Vaccination is the vilest curse beneath the 
sun, and I will do or undergo anything rather 
than have my child*s pure blood tainted with 
the filthy poison. W. H." 



Ttrakmy ixD Mabtyrdoii. — Even if cows 
would kindly get cow-pox for our convenience, 
so tiiat each child might have the disease direct 
from the cow, it would be tyranny for the law 
to say to a parent — *' Tou shall not keep your 
child in perfect health : that is too dangerous a 
eou/rseJ'^ When the parent replies by defiance 
of the law, and is treated as a criminal, the law- 
makers are (in my opinion) the real criminals 
before God and man. Parents who become 
martyrs by resisting the law, deserve a sympathy 
akin to those who are martyrs of religion. — 
P. W. Newman. 

Mb. Summebs, returned as M.P. for Stalybridge, 
said at a public meeting of the electors, '* As you 
are aware, there are differences of opinion among 
medical men as to vaccination, and I wish they 
could settle the question among themselves ere 
Parliament is invited to make any sweeping 
change in the law. I should like to see a 
thorouj^ inquiry instituted, and the results 
submitted to the legislature. As to repeated 

C'osecutions for non-vaccination, I think the 
w flhould be altered at once. These prosecutions 
were never contemplated by Mr. Forster, and 
were the result of an accidental division in the 
House of Lords at the end of a session when 
there was not time to consider and correct the 
inadvertenoe." 



^Szx. — ^A letter signed Fiithu^ which ap- 
peared in a recent number of your journal gave 
me a due to an important paper published by 
Mr. Ceelv in the 10th volume of tibe Transae- 
tions of the Provincial Medical and Smrgical 
Association, of which paper I had no previous 
knowledge. A careful study of it has convinced 
me that I have been in error respecting the 
mutual relations of smaQ-pox and cow-pox. 

** I hxksten. as in duty luid honour bound, to 
acknowledge my mistake, and to apologise to 
tne gentlemen upon whoee measures on this 
subject I may have commented. 

"* Henceforward I promise not to burden your 
pages with any further eontribations personal to 
myself. 

^ Thoxas Watson. 

**16 Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, 
'' 23id February, 1880." 

This letter is remarkable in many ways. For 
some time past Sir Thomas Watson has been a 
leader among the animal vacdnators, and has 
repeatedly justified his position by asserting 
that much of the lymph in common use was 
snoLall-pox put into cows and taken from them 
without undergoing organic change. The 
charge was so explicit that it bewildered some 
who thought they knew otherwise. Mr. Ceely 
and Mr. Badcock, who inoculated cows with 
small-pox, did not consider the operation effec- 
tive if they merely induced the local inflamma- 
tion, described by Sir Thomas, and failed to 
excite fever and pustules, which they pronounced 
cow-pox, and as such diffused throughout the 
world. 

Sir Thomas Watson says he discovered his 
error in an obscure volume ; but he might have 
obtained the knowledge he stood in need of in a 
dozen volumes in any medical library. His 
position from first to last has been so extra- 
ordinary, that only the indisputable facts them- 
selves could render it credible. 

It is now to be seen how the Calf-Lymphers 
will conduct themselves, who have used the 
authority of Sir Thomas Watson so freely to 
cover their various absurdities. 

We have often to observe how littie is known 
of vaccination by those who practise it, and how 
untrue is the charge of ignorance applied to 
anti-vaccinators, who, not unfrequentiy, are 
exactiy and deeply informed on the question 
whereon their opinion is decided. Anyhow it 
would be dif&oult to have known less, and testi- 
fied more presumptuously than Sir Thomas 
Watson, late President of the Boysl OdQsge d 
Physidans. — 0. H. 
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FLAMING FIRE-BBAND BOMPAS. 

It may be remembered that Mr. Bompas 
solemnly informed the electors of Marylebone 
that ** a person not vacoinated is like a flaming 
fire-brand among the people." Mr. Bompas is 
anxious to find a seat in Parliament, but so far 
has been unsuccessful. Southampton would 
not have him. Ashton-under-Lyne preferred 
Mr. Hugh Mason ; and now West Kent lias re- 
jected him. To an inquiring Kentish elector he 

wrote — 

'* 8 Harcourt Buildings, Temple, 
"80th March, 1880. 

*• Deab Sib, — I cannot promise to vote for the 
repeal of the Vaccination Acts, or even for an 
inquiry into them. — ^Yours j&dthfally, 

"Henbt M. Bompas.'* 

The flaming fire-brand was an indication of 
the quality of Mr. Bompas, which this note 
confirms. Occasionally an ignorant and im- 
placable fematic fancies himself a Liberal, and 
is taken by the unwary at his own estimate, but 
there need be no mistake about Bompas. 



TRUTH AND MR. ERNEST HART.* 

The Truth about Vaccination, It is a title 
that exacts too much. When we are specially 
invited to hear the truth about anything, we 
look out for something more than questionable. 
A cunning scamp took for his motto, " True as 
steel." We remember a shoemaker who de- 
scribed himself over his shop as " Honest John,*' 
and we heard with Uttle surprise that there was 
not a greater rogue in the street. The Truth 
about Vaccination/ A reader fresh from its 
perusal says the title should run — The Leading 
Lies about Vaccination set forth with Consum- 
mate Impudence, He forgets that he does 
not live in Dr. Johnson's days, and that we now 
do our vituperation in softer tones. 

Mr. Hart's pamphlet is the work of a barrister 
for the defence, and as such it should be read. 
But the more artful order of counsel know that 
it is possible to make too good a case, and that 
it is politic to allow something to the other side 
as a foil to the strength of their own. Mr. Hart 
has nothing of this subtle art. His client. Vac- 
cination, is one blaze of brazen perfection. 
Every charge made against it is utter trumpery. 
Small-pox devastated England before Jenner, 
and small-pox no longer devastates England 
because of Jenner. He concedes nothing to 
changes of diet and habits, nor to the vast sani- 

*Tks Truth about Vaccinatum: an ^MnUnation and 
Rn^ttaHontJtkeAatertioniqfthc Anti-Vacdnaton, pp. 76. 



tary improvements eflected throughout the 
land. All, all is due to Vaccination ! We shall 
not do Mr. Hart the intellectual injustice to 
suppose he believes what he asserts for his 
client any more than does any other barrister. 
The question is whether it is for the advantage 
of the community that the practice of the law 
courts should be introduced into the domain of 
science without the protection of the judicial 
bench. It may be said, there have always been 
barristers in the world and always will be ; that 
the Greek sophists were barristers, and that the 
Times confessedly aims at being John Bull's 
barrister — ^which is true ; and if only the game 
were understood, it would sharpen the public 
wits and do no harm. But the game is not 
understood, nor confessed; and unconfessed 
barristers, like Mr. Ernest Hart, are continually 
taken for serious prophets by the simple-minded. 



To an inquiring elector Mr. Coope wrote, " I 
am not prepared to vote for the repeal of the 
Vaccination Acts, but should be glad to take 
such measures as might secure the distribution 
of healthful lymph, and thus remove some of 
the objections to which you allude." 

"The Truth about Vaccination." — We 
understand that Dr. G. Abrath, of Sunderland, 
who has given many years study to the vaccina- 
tion question, and has had a large experience in 
treating cases of injury induced by vaccination, 
both in this country and on the Continent, has in 
hand a pamphlet in reply to Mr. Ernest Hart. 

The Membebs fob Middlesex. — I attended 
a meeting of the supporters of Lord George 
Hamilton, and Mr, O. Coope, and questioned 
them as to their attitude in reference to vaccina- 
tion. They were both dead against anti- 
vaccinators, Mr. Coope saying that Jenner was 
like a saviour to this countnr ; and Lord George 
agreeing with his friend, out adding that he 
would punish any doctor who used impure lymph I 
—G. H. J., 8l8t March, 1880. 

Mb. W. Gbantham, M.P. for East Surrey, 
wrote to a constituent — **I should be against 
any compulsion as to vaccination where I saw 
any injury from it; but as I cannot but see so 
much direct benefit to the community itself, I 
cannot support any measure to alter the present 
law. I myself found the great benefit of vaccina- 
tion when I had the smoM-pox. I know of no 
practical suggestion before Parliament as to the 
relief of conscientious objectors, but to such 
relief I do not say that I should object if I thought 
no harm to the community would ensue." — ^A 
gentleman who has been vaccinated, and has 
had small-pox, and yet confesses the great 
benefit he received from vaccination, might pass 
for a psychological curiosity. No doubt his 
doctor assured him he had the disease milder, 
but how severe it would have been otherwise, 
and how the doctor knew, were questions which 
did not occur to his credulous heart. 
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TWO CUMBERLAND M.P.'s. 
Mb. Edward Wauoh, now M.P. for Cocker- 
mouth, was waited upon oa 5tli March by a 
deputation of auti-vaccmatora led by Mr. T. W. 
Johnson, and spoke to this effect — 

" Well, gentlemen, I may tell you plainly 
that I am no persecutor, and I cannot approve, 
and never did approve of perBecution. It Beema 
to me that these Vaccination Acts are often 
made a means of persecution, and I think tlic 
time hoa arrived for a remedy. Your argument 
appears to be this ; if vaccination is a protection, 
then those who are vaccinated are protected, 
and they need not therefore compel you to be 
vaccinated for their safety. At the same time, 
a great many think that the eiiating law is 
beneficial to the public health, and that it 
should be maintained. You hold an entirely 
opposite opinion, and wish to have the law 
repealed. I would not like to take aformal pledge 
to vote for its repeal, but you may depend upon 
this, that I will not go against you, and may 
vote in your favour when tlie question comes 
before Parliament. I hardly think the House 
of Commons is prepared to repeal the Acta, but 
I believe there is a dispoaition to reduce their 
oppression. I do not think any more than you 
do that it would nteet the case to fine a parent 
once for retiieing to have hia children vaccinated, 
and then leave Hm alone. The law should 
either be enforced, or couscientioos objections 
should be recoguiaed and admitted. I think 
something like thia might be done. Those who 
object to vaccination might be allowed to refuse 
it by appearing before a mi^trate and making 
a formal declaration to that effect. I feel that 
I could recommend that such a rehef should be 
provided under the Acts, but 1 would not like, 
as I have said, to take the strict pledge yon 
propose. However, aa I have promised, I shall 
not vote against you." 

Mr. David Ainsworth, now M.P. for "West 
Cumberland, was iiiterviewed after a large 
public meeting at Maryport, but owing to cir- 
cumstancea, there was httle opportunity for 
mnoh conference. He said he could not enter 
into the question of the good or evil of vaccina- 
tion, but OS to compulsion, he thought some- 
thing should be done to reheve those who were 
convinced that vaccination was injurioua, but 
how to effect the reUef was not clear to him. 
Mr. Johnson then put it to him whether he 
would not vote for such a conscience clause aa 
Mr. Waugh had auggested, and he replied that 
they might t^e it for granted that he would. 



A Peiladelprian's Tistimohe. — My experi- 
ence and observationB in a practice of over thirty 
years have shown me the fallacy and enormoua 
harm that has been done to mankind by the 
introduction of vaccination ; and every year's 
experience oonfiims me and makes me a stronger 
antagonist against it. — Adolphus Felloer, 
M J>., Philadelphia, 2»th March, 1880. 



PaoFEssos R08ERS, M.P. forSonthwark, wrote 
as follows to Mr. George Bone — " My dear Sir, 
— You are quite right in thinking that I am of 
opinion that the working at least of the Vacci- 
nation Acta ia open to inquiry and examination. 
I have said so beforo, but as regards the principle, 
lamnot 60 well informed on Uie subject to qwd 
finiilly.— I am faithfully, Jaues E. Thorold 
BOOEKS, 24th March, 1880. 

" Tbe Brighton An n- Vaccinator." — Our 
Brighton friends have set going a monthly 
paper, distributed gratis, and auatained by 
advortiseLaents, which is filled with facts and 
orgumenta against vaccination. It is most 
gratifying to observe such manifestations of 
public spirit and enhghteued opinion. Brighton, 
that has sent forth so much smaU-pox in the 
name of cow-pox, ia in the line of duty in 
making some reparation for Dodcock's misdiief. 

What Hapfbhed at Rochester. — Sir Julian 
Goldsmid, the second "Liberal" candidate, 
said, "I will not bo a delegate, and no matter 
what my constituents may ttiink to the contrary, 
I believe vaccination to be a good thing, and I 
shall do my best to uphold the compulsory 
clauaes of the Vaccination Acts." Mr. Roger 
Leigh, Conservative, said, " Individually I have 
faith in the performance of vaccination, but I 
do consider it to be ot variance with the Rights 
of Man to enforce vaccination by law, and I 
would support a Bill to repeal the compulsory 
clauses of the Vaccination Acts." — The resolt 
was that Mr. Leigh was elected and Sir Julian 
rejected. 

Persecution of Mb. 8. J. West. — There is 
not a more determined anti-vaccinator in exist- 
ence than Mr. West, and to prosecute him is to 
render manifest the impotence of the law. He 
was brought before the Rodiester magistrates on 
17th April and charged with neglecting to have 
his child, Clifton Anti- Vaccinator West, vaccin- 
ated. Mr. West cited in his defence the evidence 
of Dr. Collins before the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of 1871, but the magistrates made the 
usual untrue excuse, that they had no discretion, 
and fined him 20b. and 9s. costs. Mr. Weat 
inquired why they fined Mr. Heath 10s. and he 
20s. for the same offence, but got no answer. 
He then said he was not going to pay a tax for 
keeping hia child healthy, and would go to 
prison rather than pay. The Bench then said 
they would issue a distress warrant, or, in 
default of effects, a month's imprisonment. Mr. 
West pointed out that under the new Act ha 
could only hove 14 days oa the penalty did Dot 
exceed 20s., but the clerk observed that with 
costs the penalty was 29s. " Very well," said 
Mr. West, " I can take the month as easy as the 
fortnight, and I wish you good morning." We 
would earnestly call the attention of Mr. Otw^ 
and Mr. Leigh, M.P.'s for Rocheater, to thia 
scandalous case. Mr. West's opinions are well 
known, and it is sheer stupidity or malignity 
that sets tbe law in action agamst him. The 
proceedings are wholly at variance wiUi the 
advice of the Local Government Board to th« 
Evesham Guardians, and mot« recently to thoM 
of St. FaDoras. 
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EVASIONS OF DUTY. 

We have been hearing much lately of the 
opinions of Members of Parliament on the 
vaccination question. As we survey those 
opinions their prevailing note is timidity. " We 
would if we could, but we are sorry that we 
can't,** and so on. Few, in Lincoln's phrase, 
put down their feet. A favourite evasion is, 
" Ah, but it is a medical question, and therefore 
I cannot be expected to give judgment.** If it 
is a medical question, how comes vaccination to 
constitute Acts of Parliament? It is M.P.*s and 
not M.D.*s who have to answer for such Acts. 
When it is said that vaccination is a medical 
question, it is meant that it is a technical ques- 
tion for which special training is requisite. 
There are such questions, but whenever they 
come within the scope of legislation, it is the 
business of legislators to '* get them up ** and 
understand theni. It is nonsense, however, to 
try to range vaccination among questions that 
are difficult and abstruse. As to the rite itself, 
it is confessedly a mystery. There is a disease 
named small-pox, and another named cow-pox, 
and it is said that when cow-pox is put into a 
man's blood, small-pox is thenceforth for him 
impossible, or improbable, or mild, or — a number 
of other things. How and why cow-pox has 
tliis influence over small-pox, there are conjec- 
tures, but Sir Thomas Watson knows no more 
than does Sir Julian Goldsmid, who is ready to 
incur any number of defeats at the poll rather 
than forswear his right to harass unbelievers in 
the benefits of the mystery. Vaccination is 
therefore a mystery in one sense, but no 
mystery in another. It is a mystery to its 
priesthood, and it is no mystery inasmuch as 
everybody knows as much about it as anybody. 
On the other hand, the mystery ia advanced and 
maintained under a claim which all may test 
and appreciate. It is said the observance of 
Ihe rite stops small-pox. Does it stop small- 



pox? Let Charles Cameron, M.D. and M.P., 
answer. In a letter to the Titne» he says — 

" It appears that in seven years prior to the 
Vaccination Act the mortality from small-pox 
in England and Wales amounted to 0*082 per 
cent, of the population. In the following four- 
teen years when vaccination was obligatory, 
but the obligation, owing to defective machinery 
was not enforced, it fell to 0*0189. But in the 
following eight years, when the defective 
machinenr was rectified, and the national 
system oi vaccination was greatly improved and 
extended, the mortality rose to 0*0^97. It is 
all very well, as has been done, to explain this 
recrudescence of small-pox mortality by the 
occurrence of exceptional epidemics; but it 
seems reasonable to argue that in the course of 
the twenty-two years, during which vaccination 
has been compulsory, some impression should 
have been made upon epidemic as well as 
sporadic small-pox. The recurrence, therefore, 
in the latest period of a mortality almost as 
high as that experienced prior to the Vaccination 
Act shows either that the protective virtues of 
vaccination are mythical or that there is some- 
thing radically wrong in our national system of 
vaccination.*' 

Then there are Dr. Pearoe's figures, which no 
one has ever questioned. Vaccination was 
made compulsory by Parliament in 1858 ; again 
in 1867, and still more stringent in 1871. Since 
1853, we have had three epidemics of small -pox, 
each being more severe than the one preceding. 
Here are the results : — 

Date. DeftthB from Snudl-Pox. 

1st, 1857-58-59 - - 14,244 

2nd, 1868-64-65 - - 20,059 

8rd, 1870-71-72 - - 44,840 

Increase of population from Ist to 

2nd epidemic, - - - 7 per cent. 
Increase of Small-pox in the same 

period, - - nearly 50 „ 
Increase of population from 2nd 

to 8rd epidemic, - - - 10 , 
Increase of Small-pox in the same 

period, - • - 120 
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Deaths from Small-pox in the first 
ten years after the enforce- 
ment of Yacoination — 1854 
to 1868, . - - - 33,516 

In the second ten years — 1864 to 

1878, 70,458 

This is cTidence to which the most mdimen- 
tary intelligence in the House of Commons may 
be considered equal. The remedy for small- 
pox does not stop small-pox. On the contrary 
the more of the remedy the more of the malady. 
It is vain to wriggle away from these statistics. 
They are clear and conclusive, and whilst they 
stand, it is folly to be dragged into side issues. 

Oddly enough there are Badicals like Profes- 
sor Bogers and Mr. Ashton Dilke who try to 
evade responsibility under shelter of the 
authority of the faculty, saying, the doctors 
everywhere believe in vaccination. If it were 
otherwise, they would be exceptional phenomena 
in human nature. Prof. Bogers is an ardent 
free-trader. Will he tell us how many English 
corn-growers were in favour of the free import 
of foreign grain? or if he anywhere in all his 
researches ever discovered any company of men 
willing to surrender means of emolument for the 
pubUc advantage ? Mr. Ashton Dilke has not 
the reading and experience of Professor Bogers, 
but he has witnessed the whole body of licensed 
victuallers vote with the Conservatives because 
they fancied their interests were menaced by the 
Liberals. Physicians and surgeons may not 
relish the comparison, but they are of the same 
flesh and blood as pubUcans ; and we all know 
that if either clergy or lawyers were threatened 
in the same way, they would act precisely in 
the same manner. There would be exceptions, 
but they would be few. The mass would move 
impUcitly into line for the defence of their 
interests. Vaccination is established and en- 
dowed ; the doctors beUeve in the practice ; and 
those who threaten it receive all the epithets 
appropriate to anarchists and spoilers. So 
much is matter of course, and goes for nothing 
in proof of the vaUdity of vaccination. 

The order of events in the present session of 
Parliament is regarded with some anxiety, but 
we fear the stress of work and excitement will 
leave no opportunity for raising the vaccination 
question. For our own part we should fain see 
Dr. Cameron's resolution in favour of Calf 
Lymph have precedence of any other motion 
on the subject ; not that we have any favour for 
that last absurdity of bewildered vaccinators, 
but because it would help to open the mind of 
the House of Commons to the truth when set 



forth by Mr. P. A. Taylor, Sir Thomas Chambers, 
Mr. Hopwood, Mr. Jacob Bright, and others 
who have not been persuaded that it is their 
duty to take medical advice and ask no questions. 
Tliere is one concession the present Govern- 
ment is bound to make, namely, the cessation 
of repeated prosecutions for non-vacoination. 
The scandal of these prosecutions is allowed by 
all parties. No one can say it is right to fine 
Joseph Abel £40 where others are let off for 6d. 
or Is. When Mr. Pease's bill was before the House 
in 1^78, it found no more strenuous supporters 
than Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Forster ; and Mr. 
Bright has denounced the existing law as *' mon- 
strous," adding, that *' the repeated penalties are 
most unjust, and I wish the law were changed." 
It is for these gentlemen to prove their sincerity 
out of office by their conduct in power. 



Norwich Justice. — Mr. Ralph Lee Bliss and 
Mr. E. J. Ellis were brought before the Norwich 
bench on 28th April to answer for the non- 
vaccination of their children. The vaccination 
officer admitted that there might be firom 100 
to 150 children on his list unvaccinated, and the 
Bench wished to know on what principle he 
selected Mr. Bliss for prosecution ; but no clear 
answer could they obtain. In the end Mr. 
Simms Beeve, the chairman, made the stereo- 
typed excuse that magistrates had merely to 
execute the law, raising no questions, and made 
a vaccination order in each case with 7s. 6d. 
costs. Mr. Christie, another anti-vaooinator, 
was summoned, and an order made, but with- 
out costs, it being his first summons. If such is 
justice in Norwich, what shall we say of justice 
at Faringdon as concerns Mr. Abel, and at 
Liverpool as concerns Mr. Scott ? 

A Scottish Case. — The Rev. John F. Potts, 
Eldon Villas, Mount Florida, was brought before 
Sheriff Cowan at Paisley on 11th May to answer 
for refusing to have his daughter vaccinated. He 
had previously been fined for a similar main- 
tenance of parental duty. The Sheriff, assuming 
the pretence with which we are so painfully 
familiar, said he had no alternative but to impose 
a fine of 20s. with 25s. costs, or ten days' 
imprisonment; and proceeded to lecture Mr. 
Potts on the impropriety of a minister of the 
Gospel setting liimself in opposition to the law 
of the land. We suppose it is impossible for a 
Scotsman in authority to open his mouth with- 
out moralising — he will talk nonsense rather than 
forego preaching ; else we might express surprise, 
and ask Mr. Cowan where Presbyterianism 
would have foimd itself if Presbyterians had 
acted on his principle and taken the law of the 
land under Charles II. as their standard of duty. 
Tlie Glasgow Evening Times had a leader on 
the case and argued that vaccination mast be 
enforced at any cost to Mr. Potts's conseienoe. 
Such however is not the law. A parent mxY 
be fined or imprisoned, but without his ooiiBemthis 
child cannot be vaccinated. 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELTTi 

CHAPTER XV. 

JXMHBB AMD PEABBOH. 

In hu teal for TMoination, Dr. FeorsoD v 
chief mover is the formation of — 
The Ttutituiion 
/or the Inoculation of the Vaccine Pi 
Warwiclc Street, Ckaring Oroi*.* 
FowvUd 2nd December, 1799. 
It was the first establishment of the kind 
wi^d. In the oonspeotoB of the Inatitii 
iru stated— 

" Of abore 4000 persons who have h 
inoenlated Cow-Pook one only has died. 
ia, howeTer, good groond for believing tt 
proportion^ mortality will be even lesi 
oere stated. 

" Not a single well-attested inttanoe ha 
produced among more than 2000 inot 
with Cow-Pock, and inbseqnentiy with 
Poi, of the Small-Pox being laten, all 
many were exposed to the infectious effl 
thatdiseaae. Traditionally the fact is sEtal 
from time immemorial that after Cow-Po: 
is no Small- Poi. 

" It may be fairly affirmed, that the 
lated Cow-Pock is generally a much s 
disease than the inocnlated Small-Fox 
that the proportion of severe cases in tb( 
■ to the former as at least ten to one. 

" It does not appear that the genuine 'V 
Pock can be propagated like the Small-] 
effluvia from persons labouring under it. 
if the Vaccine Inoculation ehonld be nniv 
institated in place of the Small- Fox, it is i 
fthle to eonclnde, that this most loathsor 
btti malady will be extinguished ; and, L 
sweating-sickness, the plague, certain fo 
leprosy, etc., be known in this country c 

" It does not appear that the Vaccine 1 
like that of the Small-Fox, can be conv< 
as to produce the dieease indirectly from d 
persons, by adhering to clothes, fumitor 
ding, letters, etc. Hence no danger of i 
pagatioQ in these channels is to be apprel 
finon the universal practice of the inocnls 
the Cow-Pock. 

" It has been found that a person, who 
stitution has distinctly undergone the "V 
Djaeue, is in fatore msusceptible of thi 
disorder. [Thm re-vaednation wat pron 
impottible.] 

" Experience shows, that there is no rei 
apprehend the smallest chance of deform 
the skin from the Vaccine Inoculation. 

"The extensive practice of the Vaccii 
eolation in the present year, and the a* 
of the disease in the casnal way do nc 
Qiat any other disease will be excited 
qam&j. 

* n* latHstfan mi ramortd In April, IROl, U 



nsiderable public benefit ex- 
stock of ^oadone Vaccine 
conlaminaHon by the Small- 

I Institution be preserved for 
lie." 

ts are interesting as showing 
icldng tunes were aet to which 
expected to danoe. The last 
iworthj as a confession under 
hat vaccine poison had got 
;iolons, and that the mistake 
srth avoided. Jenner mali- 
stently used this mishap, for 
was responsiblo, to discredit 
dfy his own pretensions ; bnt, 
red, neither Jenner nor any 
t it was possible to have cow- 
X dmultaneonsly ; indeed, it 
rhat they imagined was that 
erein they placed the ration^e 
lat distinct diseases ooold not 
me blood. The mistake was 
ad, as is the fortunate function 
f was corrected by fact and 
Jarged. Pearson's behaviour 
as as oreditable to him as 

}ck Institution was organised 
eicians, surgeons, and apothe- 
st London respectability ; and 
have the benefit of Jenner's 
BO 'Operation, as a resident in 
being out of the question. 
wrote to him — 
HDON, lOf A December, 1799. 
e some progress in the institn- 
for inoculating the Vaccine 
know that I can confer any 
f proposing ^ott (if I am able) 
r our establishment, noi do I 
to propose to you. It occurs 
it not be disagreeable to you to 
ponding physician. 

II be attached to your situation 
'ear as a subscriber; and indeed 
to be exempt fri>m that, as yon 
latients ; bnt you may depute 

as Burprised that you neither 
>i me for the last ttoa months 
. However, if it was because 
ih occupied, I certainly excuse 

was given stifQy, from duty 
tton. Pearson knew very well 
Lous with jealousy, bad kept 
and he was thus answered aa 
vagt — 
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" Bbbkelet, nth December, 1799. 

" Sir, — I received your letter of the 10th 
inst., and confess I felt surprised at the informa- 
tion it conveys. 

*• It appears to me somewhat extraordinary 
that an Institution formed upon so large a scale, 
and that has for its ohject the inoculation of the 
Cow-Pox, should have been set on foot and 
almost completely organised without my receiv- 
ing the most distant intimation of it. The 
Institution itself cannot, of course, but be highly 
flattering to me, as I am thereby convinced that 
the importance of the fact I imparted is acknow- 
ledged by men of the first abilities. But at the 
same time allow me to observe, that if Vaccine 
Inoculation, from unguarded conduct, should 
sink into disrepute (and you must admit, Sir, 
that in more than one instance has its reputation 
suffered) I alone must bear the odium. To you, 
or any other of the gentlemen whose names 
you mention as filling up the medical depart- 
ments, it cannot possibly attach. 

** At the present crisis I feel so sensibly the 
inaportance of the business that I shall certainly 
take an early opportunity of being in London. 
For the present I must beg leave to decline 
the Jionour intended me. — I remain. Sir, your 
obedient Servant, E. Jenneb.** 

The letter is thoroughly characteristic of the 
writer, displaying the temper and ruling motive 
of his life. Vaccine Inoculation might be good 
for mankind, but it was to be something better 
for Edward Jenner. There was not the least 
reason why he should not have congratulated 
Pearson on his enterprise and proLed his 
assistance. As to claiming the guardianship of 
Vaccine Inoculation, it was preposterous, and 
especially so in reference to Pearson. It was 
Pearson's constant complaint that Jenner could 
not be got to do anything useful after the publi- 
cation of the Inquiry, He left to others the dis- 
covery and distribution of virus and the labour 
and responsibility of experimenting, and only 
appeared on the scene when there wa^ some dis- 
aster whereon he could play the part of superior 
person, whilst insisting that all supposed suc- 
cesses should be assigned to his credit. 

Jenner is all-in-all in the vaccinators* hagi- 
ology, but he holds the place at the cost of 
justice to Pearson. To prove that we are not 
making a fanciful assertion, let us cite a piece 
of unprejudiced contemporary evidence. Dr. 
Paterson of Montrose in a communication to the 
Medical and Phy$icdl Journal, dated 25th May, 
1801, observes — 

"While we are irresistibly led to join the 
wondering, the grateful throng, in paying the 
just tribute of applause to Dr. Jenner, the 
immortal discoverer, we must, at the same time, 
confess how much we are indebted to the in- 
geniouB and benevolent Dr. Pearson for bring- 



ing, in such a handsome manner as he did, the 
business before the public, thereby exciting, all 
at once, an universal, an unparalleled quest of 
investigation, and famishing, by innumerable 
and satisfactory experiments, a complete con- 
firmation of the noble discovery." 

Here we have the relation of Jenner and 
Pearson accurately set forth amid the furore they 
excited. 

To publish a pamphlet, and if possible to cir- 
cumvent Pearson, Jenner left Berkeley for 
London on 28th January, 1800, taking Bath on 
his way, where the establishment of a Vaccine 
Pock Institution was in progress. 

Early in 1800 appeared A Continuation of 
Fa^ts and Ohservatious relative to the Variola 
Vaccina — a quarto of forty pages, Jenner's 
third pamphlet, and the completion of what is 
humorously styled * * His Works. ' ' It was mainly 
designed to manifest his advantage over Wood- 
ville, the blunderer who had confused cow-pox 
with small-pox. 

First, Jenner expresses satisfaction over the 
interest of Europe in cow-pox inoculation, and 
the pleasure he had *' in seeing the feeble efforts 
of a few individuals to depreciate the new 
practice sinking fast into contempt beneath the 
inmaense mass of evidence which has risen up 
in support of it.'* He then defines the inunenM 
mass of evidence thus — 

*' Upwards of 6000 persons have now been 
inoculated with the virus of cow-pox, and the 
far greater part of them have since been inocu- 
lated with that of small-pox, and exposed to 
its infection in every rational way that could be 
devised, without effect." 

Any reader might suppose that he, Jenner, 
was entitled to the credit of the immense mass 
of evidence, namely, the 6000 inoculations; but 
he had little or nothing to do with them. They 
were mainly the operations of Woodville and 
Pearson — of Woodville to whom he was acting 
the part of thankless censor; of Pearson to 
whom his enmity was so intense that he does 
not mention his name throughout the pamphlet. 
Thus the men who were beyond all others the 
making of him were depreciated and passed by. 
His introductory reference to Woodville illus- 
trates his tactics — 

** It was very improbable that the investiga- 
tion of a disease so analogous to small-pox 
should go forward without engaging the atten- 
tion of the physician of the Small-Pox Hospital 
in London. Accordingly Dr. Woodville, who filk 
that appointment with so much respectability, 
took an early opportunity of instituting an 
I inquiry into the nature of the Cow-Poz.*' 
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Dr. Woodyille, whose investigation was as 
scores to one as compared with Tenner's, must 
have received this commendation from his 
country friend with some surprise, if not with a 
fierier sentiment. Jenner as an investigator 
was never of much account. He had suggested 
that what happened and was helieved in Glou- 
cestershire might he performed systematically 
and he helieved universally. What he did, as 
related in his Inquiry, was done hastily, and 
was never developed and verified hy himself. 
Naturally indolent, he had the craft to appro- 
priate the researches of others, and had the 
luck to be accepted by the world at his own 
estimate. For example, the occurrence of 
Cow-Pox and Small- Pox simultaneously which 
he had never foreseen, whilst using as an instru- 
ment of lofty reprehension, he adroitly turned 
to his own advantage, saying, he had con- 
sidered them forms of one disease firom the 
outset — 

*'In my first publication I expressed an 
opinion that the Small-Pox and the Cow-Pox 
were the same disease under different modifica- 
tions. In this opinion Dr. Woodville has con- 
curred. The axiom of the immortal Hunter, 
that two diseased actions cannot take place at 
the same time in one and the same part, wUl 
not be injured by the admission of this theory." 

Possibly Cow-Pox and Small-pox are forms of 
the same disease : possibly they are not : possi- 
bly all diseases are forms of one disease : 
possibly they are not; but whatever the fact, 
Jenner had never an iota of evidence to adduce 
for his conjecture that pox in cows was identical 
with pox in men. 

As we move in these early days of vaccina- 
tion, nothing so stirs regret as what appears to 
have been the wilful shutting of men's eyes to 
facts — to notorious facts. It was well-known 
in Gloucestershire, that whilst the vulgar sup- 
posed that cow-pox prevented small-pox, it did 
not do so. In the Glouce$ter Jou/mal of May 
9th, 1799, Mr. C. Cooke wrote— 

" I not only very much doubt that Cow-Pox 
is a permanent preventive of Small-Pox, but I 
am confirmed in this opinion by occurrences in 
my own practice, by conversing with many 
medical men upon the subject, and by Dr. 
Beddoes, who writes, * I have a case where 
small-pox was taken after cow-pox had been 
twice gone through.' " * 

Yet in presence of such testimonies, which 
were neither examined nor exploded, Jenner 
kept on prophesying in this strain — 



* Hr. Oook**! letter wu reprinted in Jfediool and Phytical 
Jmurnai, VoL L, p. tH Lundon : 1700. 



**Some there are who suppose the security 
from the Small-Pox obtained through the Cow- 
Pox will be of a temporary nature only. This 
supposition is refuted, not only by analogy with 
respect to diseases of a similar nature, but by 
iucontrovertible facts, which appear in great 
numbers against it. A person had the Cow-Pox 
63 years before the Small- Pox was tried upon 
him, and as he completely resisted it, I conceive 
every reasonable mind must be satisfied that he 
was secure from the disease during the inter- 
vening time." 

Iteration seems to have subdued contradiction 
and enforced credence, else it might have been 
urged that inoculation with small-pox was con- 
tinually unsuccessful, without reference to cow- 
pox as cause of failure, and especially in the 
elderly who could exhibit long terms of im- 
munity. It has however to be remarked, that 
when people are disposed to believe, any reasons 
appear to serve for their convincement, whilst 
they are blind as bats to the most obvious 
difficulties. 

Cow-Pox and Small-Pox, said Jenner, were 
forms of the same disease; and Small-Pox, 
whether contracted or inoculated, was a well- 
known cause of scrofula. He was even inclined 
to consider it probable that ** the general intro- 
duction of the Small-Pox into Europe had been 
among the most conducive means in exciting 
that formidable foe to health." Then, it might 
be said, Cow-Pox as a form of Small-Pox may 
be liable to the like objection ? Not so argued 
our smooth-spoken adventurer. Out of an 
experience of three years this was his deliver- 
ance — 

"Having attentively watched the effects of 
the Cow-pox in this respect, I am happy in 
being able to declare, that the disease does not 
appear to have the least tendency to produce 
this destructive malady." 

Thus analogy may be worked any way. As 
in the matter of scrofula, so in the application 
of Cow-Pox, Jenner's claim had imdergone 
development since 1798. In the Inquiry cow- 
pox was set forth as a useful alternative to 
small-pox inoculation, but in 1800 it had at- 
tained these dimensions — 

*^Wheu scrutiny has taken place, not only 
among ourselves, but in the first professional 
circles in Europe, and when it has been uni- 
formly found in such abundant instances, that 
the human frame when once it has felt the 
influence of the genuine cow-pox is never after- 
wards f at any period of its existence^ assailable 
by the small-pox, may I not with perfect confi- 
dence congratulate my country and society at 
large on their beholding, in the mild form of the 
cow-pox, an antidote that is capable of extirpat- 
ing from the earth a disease which is every hour 
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deTonring its victims ; a disease that has ever 
been considered as the seyerest scourge of the 
hmnan race 1 " 

It is unnecessary to discuss these wild words 
— it is sufficient to record them as eyidence of 
what it was possible to assert and have beUeved 
in the year 1800. 

The pamphlet published, Jenner's other busi- 
ness in London was to ondeimine the Institution 
for Vaccine Pock Inoculation. He went about 
insinuating and protesting that its founders and 
officers neither knew what was tme Variola 
Vaccinffi, nor how to use it ; that not only were 
they ignorant, but perverse ; and that the im- 
measureable blessing he had been the means of 
conveying to mankind would never be rightly 
enjoyed until there was an Institution with 
Edward Jenner for its guide and protector. 

In playing this game Jenner had facilities and 
advantages. No one, not Pearson himself, con- 
tested his position as advertiser of Cow-Pox 
Inoculation. To the pubHc he was the repre- 
sentative of the new practice. He had adven- 
tured nothing and had no mishaps to accoimt 
for. These attached to WoodviLle and other 
credulous and active experimenters — ^to Wood- 
ville who in good faith suffered himself to 
be thrice inoculated with grease from the heels 
of diseased horses* — to Woodville over whose 
grave it was said, ** Who that have felt the bene- 
fits of Vaccination will not teach their children, 
and their children's children, to bless the name 
of Woodville when they bless the name of 
Jenner ! "f 

Moreover he had no awkward information to 
contend with in those he addressed — they list- 
ened, were informed, were convinced. Jenner's 
conduct at this juncture, in relation to Pearson 
and Woodville, has been stigmatised as mean, 
thankless, despicable. These be hard words. 
His tactics were the common tactics of men in 
whom self-love is predominant with ends to 
effect, and we have not strength for the use of 
the appropriate epithets with the frequency that 
experience in the world requires. It is tiresome 
to be often cursing. 

The poor were the chief sufferers from small- 
pox, and under the name of the poor Jenner 
advanced his project. He drew up the follow- 
ing memorandum, which he submitted to the 
Earl of Egremont, and circulated privately — 



* R€e§*» Cyehpadxa, VoL 88. London : 1819. The writer 
of the article hlmMlf inoculated WoodTille with the greue. 

t Mr. Ulglimore, Surgeon, in 1806. 



** PBOPOaAL FOB A PUBLIC INSTITTmOM lOB 
YACCIKK IN0CX7LATI0N. 

'* Having now pursued the inquiry into the 
nature of the Cow-Pox to so great an extent as 
to be able positively to deck^ that those who 
have gone through this mild disease are ren- 
dered perfectly secure from the contagion of the 
small- pox ; and being convinced from number- 
less instances that the occupations of the 
mechanic or the labourer will meet with no 
interruption during its progress, and the infected 
and uninfected may mingle together in the most 
perfect safety, I conceive that an Institution for 
the Gratuitous Inoculation of the lower classes 
of society in the Metropolis would be attended 
with the most beneficial consequences, and that 
it might be so constituted as to diffuse its bene- 
fits throughout every part of the British Exnpire. 

"Edwabd Jennbb. 



i( 



London, 16th March, 1800." 



Then followed the scheme of the Institution, 
including *'a Physician to be appointed to 
superintend the medical department.** 

Whether from Jenner's practical inefficiency, 
or because the time was not ripe, or because 
those who were more actively interested in cow- 
pox were satisfied with Pearson*8 Institution, 
the project lay in abeyance till 1808. He took 
nothing ostensibly by his intrigue save the with- 
drawal of the names of the Duke of York and 
Lord Egremont from the patronage of the exist- 
ing establishment. 

Meanwhile Pearson continued to oi>erate with 
unabated energy, and his Institution became a 
recognised centre of inquiry, advice, and supply. 
It was designed, as he wrote, *' 1st, to be useful 
to the poor; but it had other objects, to wit* 
2ndly, to ascertain the laws of the new poison for 
the extinction of small-pox; and 8rdly, to serve 
as a public office for the supply of the world 
with virus until suppHes should become un- 
necessary." One of the most flattering applioa* 
tions was received by Pearson from the French 
Consulate on 5th April, 1800. In a reply, 
dated 12th May, signed by the entire staff of the 
Institution, it was said — 

« We are not surprised that you have not yet 
found the disease among the cows of France, it 
being on the whole a rare disease in England; 
nor are we surprised at your want of saocess 
with the matter sent to you, because from ex- 
perience we know that it very frequently fails, 
unless used immediately from the subjeotb 

<* Vaccine matter may be conveyed in vazious 
ways : we have sent it to you in tiiree, namcdy, 
on threads, on lancets, and on glass. 

'* If you tiy the matter sent on thirty patients 
immediately, we think you cannot fail to excite 
the disease in some of them, and then you will 
please to preserve the succession by inoeulatio& 
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M we do in England, having had no fresh 
matter from the cow since January and Feb- 
roaiy of last year, 1799." 

The Frenchmen failed again with this virus, 
bat Dr. Woodville soon after went to Paris, and 
effected what was desired. 

Cow-Pock Dispensaries were opened in various 
towns throughout England, Bath and Manches- 
ter perhaps having the lead ; and an AddreHs to 
the Poor was drawn up as a common form to be 
issued from such Dispensaries. In a copy of 
this Address, widely circulated throughout Man- 
chester in 1800, we read — 

" The experience of several years [two at the 
cutnde] has fiiUy proved that inoculation for 
the Cow-Pox is a certain preservative against 
the Small-Pox ; and is, besides, so mild and safe 
a disorder, when compared with the inoculated 
Small-Pox, that it has been generally intro- 
duced among the better informed and more 
wealthy inhabitants, both of this kingdom and 
of various parts of Europe. [About 6000 had 
at that time been vaccinated, and chiefly among 
the London poor.] 

" Inoculation for the Cow-Pox has been prac- 
tised for several years [less tha/n three] with con- 
stant success, in various parts of the kingdom. 

** It has never failed to prevent the infection 
of the natural Small-Pox. 

•• It may be communicated with safety to per- 
sons of every age and sex, and at all times and 
seasons of the year, with equal advantage. 

"It does not produce eruptions, which Bcar 
Uid disfigure the face ; and it is seldom, if ever, 
attended with any other marks of the disease 
than what appear on the arms from inoculation. 

•• So far from proving hurtful, delicate and 
sickly children are often improved in health by 
having passed through this complaint. 

" Scarcely any remedies or attendance are 
required for the Cow-Pox, nor is there any ne- 
cessity for a course of physic before or after the 
inocidation. 

•* The prejudices of the poor against inocula- 
tion for the Smail-Pox, by which thousands of 
lives have been annually saved,* have been often 
lamented; but if they suffer unjust prejudices 
to prevent their laying hold of the advantages 
now offered to them by the inoculation of the 
Cow-Pox, they will neglect the performance of 
a duty they owe to themselves, to their families, 
and to society at large. For surely it is little 
less than criminal to expose their helpless chil- 
dren to the attack of so terrible and fatal a 
malady as Small- Pox when it may be readily 
avoided by the inoculation of so mild, simple, 
and safe a disease as that of the Cow-Pox. 

•* K.B. — ^All poor persons, whose affection for 
their faniilies leads them to embrace this favour- 
able opportunity, may have their children in- 
oculated for the Cow-Pox at the hospital and 



« Bf-KDd-by oontroveny with the SmaU-Poxen waxed hot, 
tad tfr m the Oow-Poxera averred that thouMuide of liree were 
wuBotBif Uat by the pnwtioe. 



dispensaries every day in the week (Sunday 
excepted) throughout Uie year. No time ought 
to be lost by the poor in freeing their families 
from the apprehension of the Small- Pox, which 
daily increases in frequency and malignity 
throughout this town" 

This manifesto is an illustration of the un- 
scrupulous and unwarrantable assertions with 
which Vaccination was introduced to the world 
— it might be said the downright lying. There 
is no question, however, that many who were 
active in circulating these mendacities did so 
honestly, justified, as they thought, by medical 
authority. What is marvellous is the survival 
of the primitive fiction to the present day. It 
is now well known that Vaccination is not sal- 
vation from Small-Pox, yet it is constantly as- 
serted that it i« by all manner of well-informed 
people with as much assurance as if the experi- 
ence of fourscore years were non-existent. It 
would seem that when the human mind ac- 
quires a certain set, that something like a surgi- 
cal operation is requisite to reverse it. 

We shall now see how Vaccination obtained 
this sudden popularity — a popularity so sudden 
that opposition had not time to organise itself. 
There were protests, and some raillery. In the 
Gentlem,a/n^s Magazine for August, 1799, we 
find a correspondent saying— 

** There is a plan to mitigate SmaU-Pox in the 
human species by passing it through a Cow. 
Now as everyone is not in possession of a cow, 
I propose to pass it through animals that most 
people possess. I mean Cats ; and I shall call 
it the Cat-Pox. When my plan is matured, the 
ingenious shall hear further concerning it.'* 

And Pearson writing in 1802, when the suo- 
dess of Cow-Pox appeared secure, observed — 

"How the new practice was sneered at by 
some: how it was reprobated as a gross and 
mischievous imposition : how it was stigmatised 
with the appellation of the Gloucestershire bub- 
ble : and how the Inquirer^ were considered by 
many persons as fit candidates for a certain asy- 
lum : to say nothing of the villainous jests made 
on the occasion, are recent in our memory." * 

But opposition of a more vigorous character 
arose at a later date, when the truth about Cow- 
Pox Inoculation began to be found out. 



Db. Cameron is to call the attention of the 
House of Commons on Friday, 11th June, to 
Animal Vaccination, and to move a resolution. 
May he have a hearing and clear the way for 
the truth to which he is as yet unequal t 



* Examination <if Report of Committee of Houee of Com- 
mont. Loudon: 1808. 
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THE TRUE CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC 

DISEASE. 

Much has been written of late respecting the 
natural death-rate of small-pox. By vaccinal 
writers it has been estimated as high as 450 per 
thousand cases. 

The result of my researches is, that there is 
no natwral death-rate from small-pox, and that 
it is not naturally a severe or fatal complaint. 
The Creation is not so faulty as the wisdom of 
our legislators is apt to imagine. In proof, I 
annex a description of this disease and its usual 
consequences at the Cape of Good Hope and at 
Batavia in the beginning of the 18th century, 
extracted from the folio edition of the Voyage 
to the Cape of P. Kolb, or Kolben, Bector of 
Neustadt, printed at Nuremberg in 1719, and 
therefore untainted by the miserable necessities 
of the inoculation and vaccination controversies. 
Infantile diseases (says the ancient author) 
are not dangerous at the Cape. There are few 
stillborn children, and few deaths in the first 
year of Ufe. Measles is a very slight disease and 
is not fatal. Parents give a little opening 
medicine to children attacked with it, and send 
them out to play. It is not the violent disease 
of Europe. It is much the same with small- 
pox. " Einder-Blattem sind von keiner Con- 
sideration.** This disease causes no fear ; very 
few eruptions appear on the skin ; no physic is 
given to bring them out. It is difficult for a 
stranger to perceive that the children are un- 
well ; they run laughing about the house as if 
nothing was the matter. Although this disease 
is so dangerous in Europe, it is here well known 
to be unattended with risk ; an apple or other 
fruit is given the child, and it is sent out to play 
with its companions as usual. With children, 
as also with adults who have it for the first 
time, the small-pox simply causes headache ; it 
hardly deserves the name of a disease. People 
go about their usual occupation ; a cup of hot 
tea or coffee is all the medicine required. 

Far otherwise is it in the sister colony of 
Batavia, where the measles and small-pox are 
exceedingly dangerous and deadly, not only to 
the inhabitants, but also to strangers, and 
espedaUy to people who are bom at the Cape ; 
they are liable to attack soon after their arrival, 
and a very small per oentage escapes death. 

Of the epidemic [ansteckenden] diseases of 
Europe, it may be said (continues our author) 
that from the foundation of the Capo colony 
sixty years ago, till the present time, they have 
been known only by name to the Dutch 
oolonists, with the exception of the outbreak 



among the Company's slaves in 1710-11, in 
which a large number died. This epidemic had 
no particular name, but^was accompanied by 
headache, giddiness, lassitude, and irrepressible 
thirst. The cause was not fax to seek: it lay 
openly before our eyes. Six hundred slept in 
one room, not quite so large as a common 
barrack room for one hundred soldiers. Hi^ 
walls surrounded the building. When we add 
to this the foulness of their usual food, their 
unchanged clothing, and the large collection of 
pigs close by, which rendered the air of their 
sleeping room permanently impure, the epidemic 
is easily accounted for. 

In many countries (observes our voyager) the 
immoderate eating of fruit is deemed to be the 
cause of dysentery and other dangerous diseases. 
It is not so at the Cape : ripe fruit causes no 
disease here ; it is eaten in great quantities, and 
is considered subservient to health. Even 
cucumbers may be safely eaten, of which the 
European proverb says, ** SUce them carefully, 
mix them properly with oil and vinegar into a 
nice salad, and then throw them away.'* In 
Europe a very small quantity is believed to 
cause bowel complaint; but here I have often 
eaten a plateful sliced and peppered in a salad 
of oil and vinegar, without the slightest injurious 
effect. 

Now, why was the small-pox (as our author 
says^ so very different in Batavia? The reply 
can be furnished from Sir Stamford Raffles' JETw- 
tory of Jama. During the Napoleonic wars, the 
English took possession of the country and 
appointed Sir Stamford as governor. Like the 
Cape, Batavia was a Dutch colony, inhabited by 
Hollanders, natives, and slaves. The one was 
salubrious, the other was proverbially a place 
breathing fever and death. The mortality at 
times became alarming. The Dutch official 
inquiry in 1758 attributed the imhealthiness to 
effluvia from burial grounds, proximity of 
swamps, bad water, and fflthy oanalB. Sir S. 
Raffles says — 

*' Batavia is built in a swamp and suiromided 
by ms^^es. During the heat of the day, exhala- 
tions are more diffused and comparatively 
innoxious; but when the sun withdraws ite 
influence they become more condensed, and, 
amalgamating with the descending dews, form 
a morbid atmosphere around the houses of the 
inhabitants. A powerful cause of fever is the 
stagnant water of the canals'which in all direo* 
tions intersect the city ; they are filled with filtii 
of every description; there is scarcely at any 
time any perceptible current in them to oany 
off that filth, and the sluices are firequently kept 
shut for the purpose of swelling the waten 
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aboTe them to irrigate the fields, while those 
below which intersect the town become almost 
dry, leaving an extensive surfiEuse of mud and 
every kind of putrefied matter to be acted upon 
by the sun, raising the most pestilential vapours 
with which the atmosphere gets thoroughly 
impregnated. Another general cause of disease, 
especially of diarrhcea and dysentery, is the 
water. This is taken from the canals or from 
the wells, and is equally bad when passed 
through a filtering stone, and, if allowed to 
remain for some time in vessels, generates small 
animaloulsB." 

What a wide difference between the common 
Bense and wisdom of these remarks, and the 
fieuBhionable and supercilious half-education of 
the present day I In a similar state of things 
we might now expect to be favoured with the 
following ** scientific " explanation : — ** Some 
stranger introduced the dreadful contagion of 
the small-pox, which seizes upon all who have 
not been protected from it or subjected to it 
within seven years, and kills 45 per cent. All the 
prevailing zymotic diseases, including blindness, 
deafiiess, diarrhcea, etc., may be numbered 
among the probable sequeles, or after-results, of 
a smaU-pox attack. Vaccination and re-vacci* 
nation, the only safeguards, have unfortunately 
been neither so perfect nor so successful as could 
be wished. Judging hy the event, they have 
been inefficiently performed. This will be 
remedied in the future by the admirable increase 
of compulsion now in contemplation, and by the 
adoption of the truly English practice of pleasant 
pecuniary bonuses, which gives such amazing 
satisfiEM^on to the medical recipients." 

H. D. Dudgeon. 



Lord Clifton addressed the following note to 
the Chatham and Bocheater Observer — "Now 
that another senseless and useless prosecution 
of Samuel Joseph West has been recorded, for 
the ' crime * of not vaccinating his son Clifton 
West, whom he did me the honour to name 
after me ; it may not be out of place to say that 
I, the god-father, civilly speaking, of this in- 
&nt, have ceased to be one of the Magistrates 
for the County. I will not now touch upon the 
question of how far it may be useful to the 
interests of justice to appoint yoimg men just of 
age to such an office, simply because they are 
the sons of peers and landed proprietors. My 
views on tiie question of the 'great unpaid' will 
be known quite soon enough. I heartily pray 
that it may never be my own fate to be tried 
by a ' dnun-head court-martial * of generals, 
colonels, yeomanry officers, and parsons." — Each 
of US must act according to his inward light, but 
we wish Lord Clifton had seen it right to retain 
ids podtion. It is by occupying and fulfilling 
our lot that we are commonly enabled to do 
good work in our generation. 



MR. ASHTON DILKE, M.P. 

A DEPUTATION from the Northumberland and 
Durham Anti-Vaccination League waited upon 
Mr. Dilke on Ist May at Newcastle. The 
Deputation was introduced by Mr. Edmund 
Procter, and Mr Dilke was addressed by Mr. 
G. S. Gibbs, Mr. Alex. Wheeler, and Dr. Abrath. 
Mr Dilke in reply said he agreed with them 
that the burden of proof rested upon the law, 
which, being compulsory, should be supported 
by clear proof that it was beneficial. He obj ected 
to paternal government. We were over-legis- 
lated, and the tendency required restriction. A 
good deal has been said about the attitude of 
the medical profession toward the vaccination 
question. It could not be denied that the great 
majority of the doctors were in favour of vacci- 
nation ; but it was contended that doctors were 
often unable to see truths that were seen by 
outsiders. He did not think that such was the 
case. Many young doctors displayed an irre- 
verent spirit towards the traditions of their pro- 
fession, and he could not help thinking that if 
vaccination were unsound many of them would 
deny the utility of the vaccination laws. Re- 
garding, however, the Acts from a legal point of 
view, two things ought to be done. There was 
no doubt that disease, and that in a very horrible 
form, could be transmitted by vaccination ; and 
for that reason it was absolutely necessary that 
the utmost precaution should be exercised in 
selecting the subjects from which lymph was 
taken, and that option should be given for the use 
of calf-lymph. On the question of repeated 
penalties for non-vaccination, he was absolutely 
with them although he believed the Acts were 
on the whole beneficial. There was to him an 
enormous difference between a penalty imposed 
on a careless and negligent parent, and the 
repeated penalties imposed on a consdentioua 
parent, who had studied vaccination and had 
decided against the practice. If such a parent 
was willing to enter a police-court and to testify 
to the sincerity of his conviction, one fine 
should suffice, and in no case ought to be 
repeated. 



We are glad to hear that Mr. Enoch Robinson, 
M.R.C.S., of Dukinfield, is preparing a reply to 
Mr. Ernest Hart's Truth ahout Vaccination, 

Our Roll of Witnesses. — The return of 
prosecutions, fines, and imprisonments under 
the Vaccination Acts, movea for last year by 
Mr. Otway, was laid on the table of the House 
of Commons on 17th March, and is now being 
printed. 
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SMALL-POX IN THE METBOPOLIS. 

A Bepobt on SmoLl-Pox in the Hoapitala of the 
Metropolitan Asyltums Board from 1876 to 
1878 1 By Dr. Bridges, was published last month. 
It contains much interesting information, of 
which the following is a brief resum^ — 

The gross death-rate^of small-pox cases which 
were treated amounted to 18*4 per cent., that is, 
just *86 per cent, in excess of the small-pox 
death-rate in pre- vaccination times (Vide Jurin, 
Bees, and Duvillard) ; and Dr. Bridges adds 
that it is ** superfluous to remark that small-pox 
in the present state of vaccination of our popula- 
tion is still a very formidable disease.'* 

Dr. Bridges attempts to quiet the minds of 
the neighbours of the various Small- Pox Hos- 
pitals and states that " there is a vast mass of 
evidence to disprove that the poison of small- 
pox can be conveyed in the open air across a 
space of as much as 10 yards ; " and seems to 
forget, as Mr. Wheeler lately pointed out, that 
in a recent official return a case of post- vaccinal 
erysipelas was accounted for by the fact that in 
returning from the vaccination station the child 
had been carried past the house of a butcher 
suffering from erysipelas, 8 yards removed from 
the road t 

In both the epidemics dealt with the chief 
prevalence occurred, as might be expected, in 
notoriously unsanitary localities of the East End 
— Shoreditch and Bethnal Green in 1871-72, 
and Stepney and Poplar in 1877-78, enjoying 
unenviable pre-eminence. Moreover, in Green- 
wich, after an all but complete disappearance 
in 1875, the first case admitted in 1876 came 
from a "particularly impoverished and over- 
crowded part of that Union, the neighbourhood 
of Deptford Creek." So that small-pox, as of 
old, still haunts by preference the spots where 
over-crowding, under-feeding, and sanitary neg- 
lect are most conspicuous. 

In a table showmg the occupation of the male 
patients, it appears that nearly half of these 
were described as labourers, infants, waifs, and 
Btrays without occupation ; no doubt the two 
latter classes furnished a large percentage of the 
nnvacoinated cases. 

"In the frequency with which the virulent 
forms of varioldi presented themselves this 
epidemic fnUy equalled its predecessor." 

Dividing the cases into discrete, confluent, and 
malignant, it appears that the first "is an 
extremely mild disease even among unvaccinated 
persons." With the confluent variety there 
were 1,282 cases ; but, curiously, in 85 of these 
the condition as to vaccination was unstated ; of 
the remainder 727 were vaccinated and 520 un- 
vaccinated, the death-rate among the former 
was 15*2 per cent., among the latter 51*1 per 
cent. Of the mxUignant form there were 101 
cases — "aZZ died hut one — of whom 12 were 
well vaccinated, 17 moderately well, and 15 
badly." So that here in vaccinated and unvac- 
cinated alUce tiie mortality was 100 per cent I 

After stating his belief tiiat 94 per cent, of the 
population of London is vaccinated. Dr. Bridges 
prooeedB to calculate the relative death-rates of 
▼aooioated ft&d anyacoinated oases, but he 



invalidates his conclusions by excluding from 
the list " cases where vaccination is stated 
to have been performed but without any e^denoe 
of its performance." Now of cases of this kind 
there were no less than 846 at Homerton and 
Hampstead alone, of whom 288 died ! Having 
selected his cases, 10,181 in number, he divides 
them thus: — 7,674 vaccinated, and 2,507 un- 
vaccinated, or about 75 per cent, vaccinated and 
25 unvaccinated ; but any conclusions frt>ni these 
must be fallacious, since they refer, not to the 
number of admissions, but only to particular 
cases. 

Next follows a most remarkable paragraph, 
since it entirely overthrows the elaborate argu- 
ments of Mr. Marson, who maintained that the 
amount of protection afforded was directly pro- 
portional to the number of marks — "In esti- 
mating the degree of vaccination, the first rule 
to be observed is, that quality takes precedence 
of quantity. One well-pitted mark affords more 
protection than a la/rger number of indistinct 
ones, M^ny of these latter are xmdoubtedly 
mere scars, affording no more protection against 
small-pox than the application of a hot iron." 
Here follow some statistics, calculated to bear 
out this theory ; but, on comparing the figures, 
we find great disparity between l£e Homerton 
and the Hampstead statistics, and no " scientific 
result" is obtained, thus — 



Death-rate 
per 1000 

With 



t 



four 
good marks 
With three ) 
good marks ) 
With two ) 
good marks 
With one 
good mark 



Homerton. Hampstead. 



15 



80 
82 
89 



81 



59 
45 



95 



I 



(more than 
double.) 

(nearly doable.) 



(eonsiderablymore 
than doable.) 



Again comparing Dr. Bridges' figures of 1880 
with those of Mr. Marson in 1871, we find 
similar irreconcilable variations, thus — 



Gases of Small-pox classified accor- 

dine to number of vaccine dca- 

trices borne by each patient 



Having 4 vaccine cicatrices, 
8 
2 
1 






>9 
>» 



Number of I>eaths per 
cent, in each cIsm. 



Marson, 1871 Bridget, 1880 



•55 

1-95 

4-70 
7-78 



8-97 

6-80 

7-97 

10-87 



It next appears that the ** proportion of badly 
vaccinated to total admissions " at Homerton, 
which, from 1871 to 1877, had been 89-5 per 
cent., rose in 1878 to 45*8 per cent, notwith- 
standing the fact that on page 17 we are informed 
that there has been ''an increase of care in 
performance of the operation." 

On page 16 Dr. Bridges makes the extra- 
ordinary statement, that not a third of the total 
number of children he examined were efGicientlj 
vaccinated, although '' if his standard erred it 
was on the side of leniency rather than of 
rigour ; *' and this after 28 years of oompulBoiy 
vaccination and the immense sum annually 
paid by ^e public to the profession lor Taeoin^- 
tionl 
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In eonolumon, refeience is nude to re-vocci- HART'S TBUTH 

•• u. «b«>liil.l; Mrtm «f.g^d; ««a»ikl^ J ^ „^'m,. Em..! Hurt, .ud do nol 

r:Ss°t^°ss,S"''°'S!'MSSj '^.t '->' w^ ""• "? i-n •"•«' 

tjctjd »».U.pox m d»jh,»B. olh- dul... lh„. i,i^.X««.H to propodlioi. .t ti. .nd, to i> 

tt. ho.piUl 6™g only boon op.n 9 monlh.). ^ to u, „wn pil, iod hU topud.oo. ouinot 

■■On.K,rvuit Ao«d.j™pt«»uofumU.poj „^ t^.. Th, whol. to,.. St th. taol » 

j^.p..oo.o™dig.h..o.p4..,bo.i. ".rsrSb/iopptjvCSiusJ'd 

their cases Btrftncely enough, M-vaccmntion hftd - d _■ 1 Ci „■ . an.-n™ 

been ««oidentaUyoUted!. Reference to Stook- «««'??• ^* T' °°* ^^'^"^P°St:^:iSf 

af P^J^f «^^tf^' nf 2fl',^ ' S Tb7? but heJe he defiects, because his whole ^gmnent 

?*t t ^ Ga«*t(« of 28rd Apnl, 1877. . y^ ^ jj ^ ^^^ ^^^y^ ^^ ^^^ unvaeoinated. 

L^**f lf's.;^"i^ra^fii°n';^^.^i«i h.i" Bnt the unvaoeinated are not a qnantity. but a 

ftnto of Uie StookweU SmaU-pox Hospital had ^^ different from the yaccinated. There 

ciraghtthe smaU-poi And, moreover, out of ^ J^ , ^ ^^^ ^ 

796 vmtoia who paid lUS YWits, "only three ""■ ^ , ,J.™ n w """"•" 

were afterwards admitted into the hospital with ^*"^ ^ ^"^^ "■ "; 

muJl-pox," that is -87 per oent.^-a smaller per- 

omtaga Uian that of caaes oconrring among Cu.f Vaccihz Vihcb.— Mr. J. H. Bogle in 

sniees. Were they proteoted by ce-Taoaination? the Lanc«t of 8rd April, ^vea two oases of 

W. J. Collins, M.D. "oalf-lymph vaccination, in one of which 

erysipelas followed the operation." Prom the 

account it would appear to have been very 

Hb. a. M'Akthub, U.P. for Leioester, vrriting severe, and LIr. Bogle says he has " never seen 

to Mr. Amos Booth, March, 1S80, says — " Con- &om ordinary lymph ho severe an attack of 

eidering the differences of opinion which exist, erysipelas." Tet erysipelas is one of the things 

even among medical men, respecting the calf viras was to entirely obviatel— A. W. 

neoesai^ for, and efficacy of Vaccination, and j£b, Wm. Harbutt was before the Bath 
the strong feeling of opposition to the practice 
nuuifeated by many in some of onr large towns, 

and sympathising as I sincerely do with those ^ _„^ ^^^ ^.^^^ „ „„„u. „—„ ,..„. „.„, 

who Boffier fine and imprisonment rather than „, heeping the water ol^the city pure. More- 

mbmit to what they believe would be injurious oy„, medical opinion as to the diaracter and 

to their ohildrea. I think a Royal Conuaission, effects of vaccination was in a state of chaos ; 

or at least a Parliamentary Committee, should ^nd, under the oireimiBtances, if he were fined, 

be appointed to investigate the whole question ^ should be a trifle, such as magistrates at 

of VacdnatioB. . . . I candidly acknowledge Bedford and elsewhere imposed. Mr. Gibbs, in 

that my views are considerably modified and reply, fell back on tbe stock argument that it 

thesubjeotBhallhavemymostoarefuloonsidera- ^^s not for the bench to make law, but to 

tion.' enforce law ; and proceeded to relate how dread- 

Mb. Bkmja»n V. Scott, of 121 Eensington, fill small-poi was in former times, and to assert 
Liverpool, is one of those who, like Mr. Abel, of that vaccination was the cause of the imraoved 
Faringdon, and Mr. West, of Rochester, con- state of afiairs. He concluded with the Hiber* 
centrate on their heads the vaccinating fury of nian observation, that if Mr. Harbutt's child 
guardians and magistrates. In 1676 he paid should take Hmall-poz, it would be not only a 
f 6 4b. 6d. in fines ; in 1877 .£10 4b.; in 1878 £B sufferer itseH, but might be, nay, probably 
16s. 6d.; in 1879 ^8 I6b. 6d.; and this year ^1 would be, ameajiMofin/ectumloolherinnocmtt 
6b. 6d.; in all £25 7s. Mr. Boott is a poor man, periOTM who had momitUd to the re^uiremenit 
and that those in local authority should find of the law in order to prevent their becoming 
pleasure in tbe exercise of such persistent eufferert t The Mayor supported Mr. Gibbs, 
m^igoity shows human nature in a most despic- but there being an evident reluctance to proceed 
able aspect. The excuse that they are merely to extremities with a gentleman so reasonable 
fulfilling the law is the addition of hypocrisy bo and well-informed as Mr. Harbutt, the case was 
maUoe ; for they veiy well know that the Local adjourned for a month for re -consideration. — On 
Government Board <Us«ounte nances pereeontion Slst May the case was again brought np, and, 
in ttie name of zeal for vaccination, and that Mr. Harbutt persisting in his refusal, the Bench 
raagiBtrates equally fulfil the law when they held they were " compelled " to inflict the ex- 
dismiss useless emmnonseB with fines ranging treme penalty of 20s. and costs. It is to be 
firom 6d, to 2a. 6d. It is not, however, for regretted that so few magistrates have the 
Englishmen to abide subject to the voluntary courage to say they rejoice in the law and apply 
mercy of guardians and magistrates ; and it is it with all the severity within their discretion. 
not for the honour of En^^and that public Much as we dislike the law, it would be prefer- 
justioa should be let ont to gratify the spite of able without the false and nauseous apolo^es 
■ny Tom, Diok, and Huiy-who happens to be that so often accompany its most vindictive 
oil SoM^ or Buioh* administratioD. 



40 



PROFESSOR KIRK ON VACCINATION. 

(From Papers on Health.) 

The subject of vaccination has taken a position 
in this country, especially in England, in which 
it is becoming daUy of greater and greater 
importance. Men in considerable numbers are 
becoming prepared to go to prison, and, if it 
were required, even to the scaffold, rather than 
suffer their children to be inoculated with the 
oow-pox. These men are not lessening but 
increasing in numbers, and instead of being 
among the shamefully ignorant classes, as repre- 
sented, we personally know those of them who 
are of very superior intelligence. 

There are several aspects in which the con- 
troversy as to vaccination is one of deep interest. 
For instance, as a money matter it involves a 
very great sum annually. It is the men, who, 
as a class, receive this money who all but alone 
put the argument in favour of the practice before 
the public mind. The Act by which vaccination 
is enforced is virtually and indisputably an Act 
endowing the medical profession very largely, 
and taxing the nation for the purpose of that 
endowment. It is impossible to overlook the 
influence which this has on the consideration 
whether it is really well or ill that our offspring 
ahould be universally vaccinated. It is con- 
sequently of very great importance that this 
subject should be examined and discussed by 
persons who are not interested in it in a monetary 
point of view. 

We are told that such and such a proportion 
of the people died of small-pox before Jenner 
discovered vaccination, and such and such a 
smaller proportion die of that disease now. 
But this is equaUy and even much more forcibly 
true of other diseases for which no such 
[supposed] remedy has been discovered. The 
tmie was, for example, when a vast proportion 
of the people died of the plague ; now none die 
of that malady. The explanation of this is not 
found in anything but that sanitary improve- 
ment by which all such diseases have been so 
much lessened in violence. It suits the advocates 
of medical endowment to overlook such a truth 
as this ; but it cannot for a moment be allowed 
that it is not an argument of supreme impor- 
tance in the case. 

It is beyond dispute that vaccinated persons 
take the small-pox even as many as six and 
seven times over ; and moreover, that vaccinated 
persons die of the disease. But it is said they do 
not die in such numbers. It is over-looked that 
persons who are vaccinated belong to a class, or 
classes, in which the conditions of health are 
£iiTourable ; while those who are not vaccinated 
belong to classes very differently situated. 

But there are positive considerations of far 
ffreater force than these negative ones. It is 
beyond all dispute that vaccination means 
death to many a child. Cautious medical men 
continually act on this understanding, and refuse 
in certain cases to vaccinate. 

It is also beyond dispute that vaccination to 
% stall greater number of children means the loss 
of health for life, and in others for many years. 
It is not in the interest of medical men to report 
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such cases, even if they know them. If they 
were truthifully reported, and made as much of 
as favourable cases are, it would surprise no 
one that men are willing even to die rather than 
let their children be touched by vaccine matter. 

The truth regarding vaccination will come out 
if all the parliaments in the world set thei^selves 
to stifle it. 

The principle upon which vaccination proceeds 
is that of exhausting the capacity for such 
diseased action as small-pox fever feeds on, by 
creating a milder form of such disease. It is, 
therefore, deliberately intended to make the 
child ill in vaccinating him. He is in more or 
less good health when the doctor comes with 
his vaccine virus, and that is introduced into 
his person for the express purpose of m firing 
him so unwell that the nervous S3rstem Rha.1] 
have one of its vital elements exhausted, or as 
nearly so as may be. Hence a fever is created 
in the tender frame. The little ama inflames 
and swells, and the cow-pox comes out upon it 
only as the result of considerable fever in the 
little one. 

Should small-pox prevail in your neighbour- 
hood, instead of vaccinating, clean effectually 
all skins in the house [and the house and 
surroundings also] and be at perfect ease as to 
the malady. 

The Members fob Southampton. — ^An Elector 
writes, " The two Liberal M.P.*sfor this borough, 
Messrs. Lee and Butt, are not prejudiced in 
favour of vaccination, but appeared puzzled to 
account for the authority with which the 
practice is supported. They promised a deputa- 
tion that they would vote for an inquiry into 
the working of the Vaccination Acts and 
generally into the value of vaccination.*' 

Mb. Gladstone, speaking in the House of 
Conmions on 8rd April, 1878 in reference to Mr. 
Pease's bill for the cessation of repeated penalties 
for non- vaccination, observed — 

** The dissatisfaction with the law was of an 
extremely acute character; its range did not 
appear to be diminishing; and the opponents of 
the Acts were not without their journal and their 
organisation. The tables of honourable members 
groaned under the weight of anti-vaccination 
papers and pamphlets. The question is in a state 
which I do not think this House can pass by." 

News fbom Pabis. — In the Voltaire Dr. 
Bremond takes credit for being the first to an- 
nounce that there is now in Paris a diseased 
horse from whose leg may be taken pus just as 
ef&cacious for vaccinatory purposes as the lymph 
habitually used. This discovery is a mare's nest. 
No scientific fact is more certain than that 
Jenner's cows who accidentally vaccinated milk- 
maids themselves caught a disease from horse- 
boys' hands after they had stroked down greasy- 
heeled horses. There is not to be found in the 
whole world a cow with natural cowpox. The 
owners of heifers in Paris who make a rich har- 
vest by advertising vaccination direct from the 
cow, blink the fact that their beasts are iJl yac- 
cinated from the more or less wholesome wnns 
of children. — Daily Newa, 25th May, 1880. 
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FRANCE. 
A CoHPULBOitT Taccihatioh Bill ia before the 
Frenoh Chamber of Depnties, Will ihey moke 
Fr&nce by its means, as it is stated, " ths best 
TMwinated oouatrj in the world." And if they 
do, what good ? For England is in that position 
now, as say some Bathorities, yet small-poi 
careth not and prevails regardless of the fact. 

This is what is praposed. Vaccination must 
be performed in the firat aii months of eiisteDca. 
Be-Tsccination to ba compnlsory every ten 

Stars, Dp to 50. Certificates of SQCcess as in 
ngland. Parents and guardians, as well as 
parents who fail to show certificat«B every ten 
years or aprimary certificate, are liable to fines 
of one to a hunted francs. Defaulters to be 
reported every year, and ofienders prosecuted. 

Farewell aU thought of personal freedom, if 
this is passed. "Disease, more disease ; always 
disease." What a cry for the " healing art I " 
A. W. 



MB. JOSEPH ABEL AGAIN. 
Ahonq the most shameless outrages under the 
Vacrination Acts has been the prosecution of 
Mr. Joseph Abel, watchmaker, of Faringdon, 
Berks. It is well known that he will not have 
his children vaccinated, yet he is summoned 
and fined again and again until now his score 
unoimte to £il Ifis. 6d. Words are wasted in 
denoonoing such malicious tyranny. Even 
oonapnlsory vaccinators admit the folly of such 
a prostitution of justice and the demonstrated 
impotence of their law. 

On 27th April Mr. Abel appeared before the 
Faringdon bench, consisting of Mr. D. Bennett, 
Mr. T. L. Goodlake, and Mr. W. Dundas, in 
answer to three summoases. To the first charge 
respecting his child, John Henry, he pleaded 
not guilty; and Wright, the vaccination officer, 
was sworn to prove the case, and was cross- 
examined as follows — 

Mr. Abel. — Are these proceedings taken by the 
■pecial instructions of the Board of Guardians? 

Officer.— Yes, 

Mr. Abel. — Is it the tinanimons wish of the 
Board or the malice of a few? 

Officer. — By a majority of the Board. 

Mr. AbeL — Are you aware that a child in 
this town of respectable parents, not many 
hundred yards from this Court, has sofTared 
for months trom the effects of the vaccina 
poison? 

Officer.— Tes; I believe so. 

Mr. Abel. — Do you know that the head — one 
side of the face and neck, has been a mass of 
soabs, and that the httle one has been a pitiable 
otrject for more than six months ? 

Officer.— Tes ; I have heard so. 

Mr. Abel. — Does not the father of the child 
say that prior to vaccination the child's skin 
was spotless and clear? 

Officer. — Yes. 

Ur. Abel. — But since vaccination it has been 
as I have described, and that as soon as a scab 
eomes off, tiie fluid under it runs and makss 
Htotber sore? 

Offioai. — ^Well; not q.iiite so bad aa yon say. 



left the bench, and Mi. Dm)das hea 
remaining charges alone, 

Mr. Abel then urged that as he had been con- 
victed in one case, the other charges might be 
withdrawn, especially as he had shown good 
and reasonable graunds for not obeying the Acta. 

Mr. Dundas refused to make the concession, 
whereon Mr. Abel pleaded for an extension of 
time as this was his 80th simimons exclosive of 
the other cases. Finally Mr. Dundas gave 
orders in each case for the children to be vacci- 
nated within six months, hoping that Mr. Abel 
would before then see his way clear to have 
them vaccinated. 

The costs in these cases were Ss. 9d. each, 
and the whole were paid by defendant's brother, 
Mr, E. Abel, 

We can do no more than thank Mr. Abel 
afresh for his persistent resistance to the 
iniquitous law, and trust that many may be 
encouraged to follow his example. 



Ona Leoislatobs on the VicciN*rioi( Quxe- 
TION. — A pamphlet is now in the press contain- 
ing the opinions and utterances of Members of 
Parliament on Vaccination during a period of 
nearly eighty years, 1802 to 1880. It will show 
that Vaccination was not accepted on its own 
merits, but as an escape from the greater evil 
of Inoculation ; that there never was a time 
when the dangers and injurious effects of the 
practice were unknown ; and that it has been 
forced upon the nation by assumptions and as- 
sertions of the most extraordinary character 
dictated by interested medical cliques. 

The Motheb Camhot bb Deceived. — I have 
referred to the way doctors have of eiplaininK 
away deaths and injuries from vacciuation ; and 
no doubt they often succeed in convincing people 
that black is white, and so getting themselves 
out of the vaccination scrapes tiiat are so common. 
An ingenious eel will wriggle itself out of any- 
thing. However hard put to it there is always 
"a ^ufQe left," as Cobbett said. But there ia 
one person they cannot deceive. They cannot 
deceive the mother, for she knows. The public 
is deceived and the legislators are deceived, bnt 
the doctors cannot take in the mother who has 
watched each symptom and traced every change 
from the first infusion of the poison to the death 
of her child. They may practise their ingenuity 
upon her with the rhetoric of a Demosthenes, 
the ratiocination of a chief justice, and the 
heartlessness of a Vivisectionist, but they may 
save their breath, for the mother knows. Do 
doctors deny the truth of this picture ? I have 
seen it myself, I have heard the rhetoric, and 
been present at the ratiocinations. So I, too, 
know. Of course I do not mean that the 
rhetoric was quite equal to that of Deniosthenes, 
or the reasoning to that of eminent lawyers. 
Still they did their best, first, to save the credit 
of vaccination; secondly, to save the credit of 
their brother practitioner. — Feuhioni of th» 
Doty, by HxNSS Stbioklavs Conitabia. 
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Pbofessob Jahbs E. Thobold Booebs, now 
M.P. for Southwark, writing to Mr. George 
Bone from Oxford, 7th March, 1879, thns set 
forth his difficnlties and determination on the 
vaccination question — 

" The existing law is one of the most 
pnzzling topics on which to give an answer. 
The consent of all medical science asserts 
that vaccination is a protection against the 
most loathsome, destructive and persistent 
disease which has ever scourged the human race, 
one perhaps only excepted. I cannot resist the 
information of tibose who are well-informed on 
a suhject when I am ill-informed. The medical 
profession further has urged the Government to 
eradicate this disease by enforcing vaccination, 
and the legislature has carried out the advice on 
the ground, I presume, that it is not just that 
those who take precaution against disease should 
be exposed to risks which those who will not 
take the precautions put on them. 

** But from this point the action of the legisla- 
ture has been illogical, unfair and negligent. 
Illogical, because it punishes the parent instead 
of ordering the compulsory vaccination of the 
child (I do not say that I could do this); unfair, 
by visiting the refusal to obey the law with an 
indefinite number of penalties; and negligent 
because it takes no precautions that in the case 
of the poor, who are unprotected, the operation 
shall not be the means of conveying another 
disease into the body of the child. 

** Of course the legislature might demand, if it 
conceded to the parent that his child should not 
be vaccinated at all, that there should be some 
easily distinguishable mark by which they who 
refuse to accept the operation should be known, 
and if need be avoided. For no one, however 
he may object to those acts, can deny that they 
who fear a possible contagion from the presence 
of unvacciuated persons — I assume of course 
that the risk exists — should be protected against 
the risk in question, just as one has a right to 
know that a person keeps explosives next door 
to one*s own home. 

'* I do not know to what extent the objections 
to vaccination are founded on evidence, and 
how far the evidence if it is forthcoming is to be 
traced to the negligence with which the opera- 
tion is performed, but I am quite prepared to 
admit that the present practice of the law is 
illogical and unjust. 

** P.S. — As regards one part of your letter, I 
have no difficulty in forming a judgment. If 
the law is to be enforced, no rank or station 
should be exempt, for a compulsory law which 
is partially executed is the height of injustice." 

Cause and Effect. — The Lancet of 27th 
March, 1880, says of the ** many months" dura- 
tion of the small-pox epidemic in Dublin, that 
** neglect of vaccination seems to lie at the root 
of the evil." The ground for such an assertion 
is that 260 non-vaccinated children have been 
discovered in the Dublin Union. Does the 
Ltmcet really mean seriously to imply that the 
presence of 260 unvacciuated children induces 
an inmiense number of vaccinated people to 
take small-pox? If not, what does it mean? 
P«rhap8 it will explain. — ^A. W. 



The Bev. Mabmaduke Milleb, of Manchester, 
who is well known throughout the United 
Kingdom as a preacher and lecturer, in a letter 
to Mr. Henry Pitman, says — ** I am prepared 
to admit that it seems to me probable that 
in some cases diseases are caused by vaooina- 
tion. I have seen children who have never been 
well after vaccination; and I think it is veir 
probable that if I had lost a child throng 
vaccination, I should have refused to have 
another vaccinated; and therefore I cannot 
blame those who take this course. Hence I 
disapprove of the enforcement of the Act, 
especially cumulative penalties and imprison- 
ment. The wisest course to be taken, as it seems 
to me, is the one suggested by the Archbishop 
of York, namely, that a Boyal Commission 
should be appointed to inquire into the working 
and results of the Act." 

As Othebs See Us. — At T^lmdngton is 
published the North Carolina Medical Journal, 
and the Editor having received a copy of Vaccina^ 
tion Tracts thus reUeves his mind — 

'*A more persistent and determined wrong- 
headedness seems never to have possessed an 
intelligent community, than that organised by 
the anti-vaccinationists. In their tracts they 
openly advise mothers to go to adjoining oonnties 
before the birth of tiieir children thatthe proper 
officials may lose all track of the new-bom when 
they return. They also, with criminal cunning, 
advise that tartar emetic produces a vesicle and 
leaves a cicatrix scarcely distinguishable from 
those described and illustrated by Jenner in his 
Inquiry. One medical man residing in a 
fashionable London suburb has for years given 
babies lymph as a dose of medicine, and filled 
up the vaccination certificate in the usual way! 
We should have refrained firom noticing these 
people, but we have felt it necessary to warn 
our people against imitation. If our knowledge 
of the protection afforded by vaccination is not 
a certainty, we had as well bum all our books 
and abandon the human family to its £ate." — 
Alas! for the human family thus abandoned 
The Editorcontinues, '* What our English friends 
now need to extricate themselves and silence 
dishonest objectors to vaccination, is to substitute 
animal virus." — Extricate themselves frx>m 
what? They are in a fix, are they? and with 
animal virus they are to seek release. Verily 
our Carolina critic is not so discreet as he ought 
to be. 

Db. F. B. Lees, the veteran champion of the 
temperance movement, in a letter to Mr* Henry 
Pitman, of Manchester, remarks — ''I think it 
is certidn that the injection of vaccine Ijrmph, 
however simple, must poison. Possibly it may 
antagonise, under some conditions, small-pook ; 
but in the long run, it may produce speeiaf evils 
by reducing the vitahty of man. Small-pock is 
amenable to rational treatment, and is by no 
means the same in these sanitary days as in the 
old times. At any rate, it is a question on 
which men may fairly doubt; and thexefora 
oompulsorv vaccination is a medical ^x»imj 
whidi ougnt to be resisted. A vested mterasi 
is at the bottom of it" 
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A GOOD NIGHT'S WORK. 
Wi luTs reuon to be thuiUiil to Dr. Cuneron 
lor pTOTiding the oocafdoii of Mr. P. A. Taylor's 
admirable diaooorae in the House of Commons 
OD the Ilth of June; and wo feel sore oar 
ToftdeiB will excuse ns in setting aside other 
matter to nuke room for a report of his speech 
and the debate. 

ConoBnung what is called Antmu l Vaccin- 
ation, there is Uttle to say. There was a con- 
ference of medical men held in London in 
Ueoember, with the view of promoting the 
prmotioe, bnt the issne of the discasBion left no 
doabt that Oalf Lymph wu a wbinuej, whose 
cjhief advooatei were extremely ignorant of the 
■yvtem they attacked, and extremely orednlons 
•■ to reports from foreign parts. Di. Cameron's 
-Vehement uMrtions of the safety and efficienoy 
of animal vaodnation in Belginm, France, and 
«he United SUtes, do him UtUe oredit; he 
BihoDld leaTe Bnoh nnveriflable hearsay, with 
^onplifioation from inner conscioiiBness, to his 
fiiend, Dr. Wyld. Fiction from other oonntries 
b>0, howerer, a onrrency denied to English 
fiMtB ; «nd Uadame Baehel knew what she was 
A'boat when she described her washes as pre- 
pared b<aa Arabian herbs, conveyed across the 
doaaxt on swift dromedaries. When Jenner's 
Taeeiiiated patients began to take smallpox like 
other folk, the good man sighed over the per- 
versity of his oonntaymen, and, taming his pions 
eyea heavenwud, fbnnd inexpressible comfort 
in the reflection that be had extinguished small* 
pox in Hexioo and Fsra, and that the saving 
prooeas was going forward rapidly in the vast 
empires of Asia. None, we believe, are more 
Ihoron^ily satisfied of the impostors of animal 
vaooinatioii than the officials of the Local 
Qovemment Board, and in consenting to issne 
"animal vacdne" they are merely hamoaring 
a demand they oonsider it impolitic to resist. 
Hie TBooination fabrio is in a shaky condition. 



and as the polite newspapera and their polite 
readers have agreed to ascribe all the evils of 
vaccination to impare lymph, what can be more 
jadioiooH than to appease their olamonr by 
providing what they are pleased to imagine is 
pare? Mr. Dodson made the proviso, Qiat 
before issning the ondefiled lymph, the Board 
was determined to make saxe of its pedigree— 
that it really originated in cow-pox. As to 
this, all oonoemed should keep a sharp outlook. 
The editors of the VeUrinwrian have been ad- 
vertising in vain for cow-pox, and Professor 
J. B. Simonds, Principal of the Royal Veter- 
inary College, stated at the December Con- 
ference, that in all his experience he had never 
seen a case of the disease described by Jenner, 
and threw grave doubts on its existence, asking, 
"■Whoever heard of bull-pox? and if there be 
no bull-pox, what other eruptive disorder is 
limited to the females of a species?" If Mr. 
Dodson and the Board keep true to their pro- 
mise, the public may have to wait awhile for 
the issue of the pure imparity. If, however, 
they resort to Belginm, and accept the legend 
of the Beaugency cow, the issne may commence 
immediately. Believers in pure lymph oat of 
pox are not likely to be exacting. 

The concession to the Calf Lymphers on the - 
ground of poUoy is certain to lead to greater 
difficulties — as usuaUy happens with insincere 
policy. How can it be supposed that tax-payers 
and electors are to submit to First and Second 
Glass Vaccination? — to lymph from the oalf certi- 
fied safe, and to lymph with risks indefinite! A 
few months ago Mr. Solater-Bootb intimated to 
a deputation bent on promoting animal vaccina- 
tion, that the introdnctiou of the practice by the 
Local Government Board would imperil the 
whole system of public vaccination. In saying 
BO he made a reasonable prediction, which we 
shall not regret to see fulfilled. 
The abolition of repeated prosecutlonB for 
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non-vaccinatioii is a measure to which the 
present Administration is pledged, nnless men 
in office may repudiate their solemn professions 
when in opposition. The Bill that has heen 
drawn for the purpose is not very clear, and the 
end might he more conveniently effected hy the 
repeal of Section XXXI. of the Act of 1867. 
There should he no douht left that only one 
prosecution is intended for each unvaccinated 
child. It is needless to say how inadequate we 
regard this concession, hut it is probably as 
much as can be obtained under present circum- 
stances. We shall accept it as an instalment, 
and press with fresh urgency for complete 
liberty. What would Dissenters say if their 
children were only exempt from Church baptism 
on condition that they answered to a sunmions 
in a police-court, and submitted to a penalty of 
20s. and costs ? What answer would it be, that 
baptism could do a child no harm, and that it 
was absurd to make a fuss about nothing! 
Every Nonconformist would reject the plea 
with scorn ; and why should we be required to 
pay for exemption from a medical rite which 
none in this free land would suffer if demanded 
for exemption from a priestly rite? But the 
case is worse. No one could pretend that a 
little water would harm a child, but the doctor's 
rite poisons our children's blood, and induces 
manifold ailments; and the authorities now 
admit the risk and injury by consenting to 
substitute one sort of virus for another sort of 
virus in the administration of the abominable 
operation. 

As anti- vaccinators grateful for anything that 
compels attention to a form of cruelty and im- 
posture that primarily affects little children, who 
cannot speak for themselves, and whose suffer- 
ings are disregarded or denied, we shall have 
some cause to regret the cessation of multiple 
penalties. In this matter we have discovered 
anew that the blood of the martyrs is the seed 
of the church. Nothing has so tended to beget 
inquiry and discredit vaccination as these re- 
peated prosecutions; and where they have 
failed to lead to the conviction that Jenner was 
a most pernicious quack, they have excited 
sympathy with the victims and indignation that 
Englishmen should be subjected to fine and im- 
prisonment because they do not see the good of a 
certain medical prescription. The discredit thus 
incurred by vaccination has long been recognised 
by the Local Government Board, and Mr Sclater- 
Booth (unless again deterred by the clamour of 
his uninformed associates, as in 1878) will co- 
operate with Mr. Dodson in the amelioration of 



the law. Indeed the law in its proper severity 
has been unworkable, and the Board has had 
to intervene for its mitigation from time to 
time. The Evesham Guardians were instmoted 
by the Board to refrain from an inoorrigible 
anti-vaccinator. He might be prosecated re- 
peatedly by way of experiment, but if found 
steadfast in his conviction, and if, moreover, his 
righteous example was likely to provoke admira- 
tion and imitation, why then the Guardians 
had better leave him alone 1 And in many 
parishes the steadfeist anti-vaccinator is left 
alone as too dangerous for handling. Mr. 
William Tebb fought out the St. Fancras 
Guardians, and at last stood victorioiu over the 
law, a noble incitement for others to do like- 
wise. But Guardians and Justices are not 
always amenable to the counsels of Mr. Worldly 
Wiseman spoken frt)m Whitehall, and finding a 
poor Englishman within their jurisdiction fine 
him again and again, and if he will not or 
cannot pay, consign liim to prison. When the 
Return moved for by Mr. Otway is produced we 
shall see how widely this grinding and iniquitous 
tyranny has operated — a tyranny so dastardly 
that it is difficult to describe it with composure. 
Mr. Dodson says the law is equal, but when he 
says so he speaks as a dull official, not as Mr. 
Dodson. He knows the law is not equal. He 
knows that the wealthy man pajrs his fines, and 
laughs at the impotent authorities, whilst the 
poor is crushed under their infliction. Well 
said Mr. Bright, "The law is monstrous and 
ought to be repealed." 

Mr. Taylor's speech has rendered it hence- 
forth impossible to howl down resistance to 
vaccination as fanaticism in the House of Com- 
mons. His facts and arguments came upon 
many members as a revelation of unsuspected 
truth, whilst the humour of his narrative main- 
tained their unflagging interest. Mr. Taylor's 
record of service on behalf of unpopular principles 
is long and honourable, but nowhere has his 
valour shone more conspicuous than in this 
attack on medical superstition and intolerance. 
He was left unanswered. Dr. Farquharson 
recited afresh the stock fable about the efficiently 
vaccinated and re-vaccinated hospital nurses, 
and Mr. Mitchell Henry, formerly surgeon, pro- 
tested that no person of distinction entertained 
the anti- vaccination heresy ; but such inanities 
were as dust in the wind of Mr. Taylor's 
oratory. The vaccination imposture is upheld 
by consummate audacity, and whoever is vigorous 
enough to confront it with equal andaoi^ wiU 
find it vanish away like other stmotores of 
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fftUftoy and make-belieye. Mr. H. Btriokland 
Constable ahoold be in the House to re-enforoe 
lir. Taylor with the shrewd wit that illaminates 
the pages of Our Medicine Men, More of the 
spirit of Swift and Moliere is required to dissolve 
the contradictions, absurdities and insanities 
involved in the word Vaccination. 



PROFESSOR F. W. NEWMAN ON 
COMPULSORY MEDICINE. 

It does not rest with Parliament to enact how 
a disease shall be treated. If a bill were pro- 
posed to enforce that every one who is seized 
with apoplexy shall be bled, the Lancet would 
probably be foremost in outcry. I should expect 
it to propound that Parliament is no authority 
in medicine ; that to protect us from dangerous 
treatment by ignorant pretenders, Parliament 
enacts medical degrees as mere tests of know- 
ledge, but it must not dictate to those who 
have displayed their knowledge by gaining the 
degree. 

Nor is it to the purpose to say that Parliament 
took advice of physicians before it legislated. 
Some thirty or forty years ago, when homoeo- 
paths first disused bleeding for apoplexy and 
fsver, the disapproval of their conduct by the 
orthodox medical fEMSulty was so universal and 
vehement, that Parliament might easily have 
got medical warrant to enforce bleeding. Nay, 
a htmdred years ago, physicians were zealous 
for inoculation. My father was with difficulty 
saved from it by the sturdy refusal of his mother, 
who said (as she told me) — *' If God send small- 
pox oA my child, I must bear it; but never will 
I consent to give it to him on purpose : how can 
any one know what would come of it ? '' 

At that time Parliament might have been 
advised by educated and learned physicians to 
make inoculation compulsory; and I make no 
doubt those physicians spoke as dogmatically 
to my grandmother in favour of it, as they can 
now speak of vaccination: yet, by the advice of 
physicians, inoculation is now made penal f It 
is certainly possible that by the advice of 
physicians vaccination also wiU hereafter be 
made penaL Medicine is a changing and (let 
us hope) progressive art: it has no pretension 
to be science, or to have any fixedness at alL — 
Letter to H. Pitman. 



dm DANasB. — ^To get rid of a new ridiculous 
&aoy, like Pore Lymph from the Calf, might 
tdke anoth«r fifty years with our parliamentary 
Inq^eKfoeiioii. — f.rf. Nxwxan. 



THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

RAPID TRIUMPH OF VACCINATION AND OF JENNER. 

The House of Hanover has been reproached for 
indifference to literature, science and art, but 
an exception might be asserted on the score of 
variolous and vaccine inoculation. It was Car- 
oline, Princess of Wales, who in 1721 promoted 
Maitland's experiments ; and Jenner found none 
so ready to hear and believe as 'George III. and 
his family. His first convert was the Duke of 
Clarence, subsequently William IV. The Duke's 
surgeon happened to be Francis Knight, who 
had lived in Wilts and Gloucestershire, and was 
familiar with the country faith in cow-pox, and 
received Jenner's revelation with a ready mind. 
In 1799 Knight was allowed to vaccinate two of 
the Duke's children by Mrs. Jordan, and the 
fact was noised abroad and passed to Jenner's 
credit. Nor was the Duke's service limited to 
this example. He made Jenner's acquaintance, 
listened to his stories, and became his active 
partisan. Then the Duke of York, commander- 
in-chief of the army, was convinced, and enforced 
the new practice to the fiill extent of his power. 
He, moreover, acted as patron of the Vaccine 
Pock Institution until he was persuaded that 
Pearson, its founder, was injurious to Jenner. 
On 7th March, 1800, Jenner was presented to 
George III. at St. James's Palace, and delivered 
the Inquiry bound in crimson to his majesty, 
who was pleased to accept the dedication of the 
second edition. On the 27th he had an inter- 
view with Queen Charlotte, who conversed about 
the new specific with all the curiosity of a grand- 
motherly quack. The Prince of Wfdes followed 
suit ; and Jenner found himself invested with 
the full effulgence of the royal favour. It was 
a magical success ; for, consider, not two years 
had elapsed since the publication of the Inquiry/ 

Jenner naturally became very popular. He 
wrote to Mr. Shrapnel — ** I have not yet made 
half my calls in town, although I fog firom 
eleven till four ; " and, " Pray tell Tiemey how 
rapidly the Cow-Pox is marching over the me- 
tropolis, and indeed through the whole island. 
The death of three children under inoculation 
with small-pox will probably give that practice 
the Brutus-stab." 

With little ability to make and maintain 
ground, Jenner, like many feeble folk, had the 
faculty of converting those he called his friends 
to his private advantage. He did not subdue 
them by will, but by weakness. Indeed, who- 
ever chooses to observe will often have to mark 
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with amaze how stronger natures suffer their 
means and energies to he appropriated hy in- 
ferior organisms, and used with the thankless- 
ness of rightful possession. 

John King was a remarkahle instance of this 
sort of possession. He was a surgeon in New 
Street, Hanover Square, London. In 1799 he 
enteI^d into correspondence with Jenner, and 
his interest in cow-pox and its advertiser devel- 
oped into an enthusiasm without qualification 
hy weariness or fear. Whatever Jenner asserted 
he swore to; whatever charge was hrought 
against vaccination he denied. He was ready 
for all comers with such voluhle and hearty 
vigour that his outrages on propriety were 
laughed at and excused as '* John Binges way.'* 
Among his earUer services was the preparation 
of the Testimonial in favour of vaccination, 
which he carried from house to house and oh- 
tained the signature of nearly every London 
physician and surgeon of distinction. The Tes- 
timonial was puhUshed in the Medical Review 
and Medical Journal for July, 1800, and was 
reprinted in the newspapers. It ran as follows — 

** Many unfounded reports have heen circu- 
lated, which have a tendency to prejudice the 
puhUc against the Inoculation of the Cow- Pox : 
we, the undersigned physicians and surgeons, 
think it oiur duty to declare our opinion, that 
those persons who have had the Cow-Pox are 
perfectly secure from the future infection of the 
Small- Pox, provided the infection has not heen 
previously communicated.* 

'* We also declare that the inoculated Cow- 
Pox is a much milder and safer disease than the 
inoculated Small-Pox." 

The first signatures comprised thirty-two phy- 
sicians and forty surgeons, and, the example 
heing set, others hastened from town and coun- 
try to record their adhesion. " I feel proud," 
wrote Mr. Witham in sending his name, ** that 
my Uttle hark may, with others more illustrious, 

AtteDdant aail, 
Porffoe the triumph, and partake the gale/' 

The Testimonial had great effect on the puh- 
lio mind: to the majority it was irresistihle. 
As Ring said, ** It confounded the enemies of 
the new practice " — adding in his characteristic 
vernacular, **and it secured the triumph of 
reason over the scruples of prejudice and igno- 
rance, and the hase manoeuvres of sordid and 
self-interested men."f Thus early was it dis- 
covered that an opponent of vaccination was an 



*■ Meaning thereby, as happened under Woodville at Battle 
Bridge Hospital where Small-Pox and Cow-Pox were Licurred 
■imultaneoualy. 

t A Tnatiie on the Cow-Pox containing the HiHory of 
Vaeeine Inoeulaticn. By John Ring. London : 1801. Parti, 
p. 297. 



ignoramus or a rascal. Hing*s easy arrogance 
is concisely illustrated in this deliverance — 

" It is no want of candour to afi&rm that those 
who are hostile to vaccine inoculation, are total 
strangers to it; those who are doubtful, are 
almost total strangers to it; and I defy the 
whole world to produce one single instance of a 
person that has had any experience of the dis- 
ease, who is not a decided Mend to the practice.*'* 

Jenner recognised his thorough-going sup- 
porter, and used his loyalty to strike at Pearson 
and others who failed to abide in like subser- 
vience. He wrote to a foreign ph3rsicia]i — 

'* The discovery which I had the happiness to 
announce to the world is much indebted to Mr. 
Ring's ardent zeal and inde&tigable exertions 
for the rapid progress it has made ; while some 
of those who vainly conceived thenuelves intiru- 
mental in promoting its adoption have in reality 
from tJieir ignorance and indiscretion rather 
retarded than accelerated its progress."! 

Wonder is frequently expressed over the rapid 
conversion of England and the world to vaccin- 
ation, but, as we have before remarked, wonder 
is much reduced when we set the oircomstances 
clearly before us. Inoculation with small-pox 
to avert small-pox was the practice of the time, 
and it was not a universal practice simply be- 
cause it was troublesome and dangerous : every- 
body believed in the saving rite; and where 
evaded it was as onerous and perilous duties are 
always and everywhere evaded by the indolent 
and cowardly. Inoctllation with cow-pox was 
introduced to the pubUo as a substitute for in- 
oculation with small-pox, equally efficient or 
more efficient and neither troublesome nor dan- 
gerous. Thus easy and seductive was the tran- 
sition from the one practice to the other. 
Jenner had no serious battle to fight : the con- 
test was decided in the years during which 
inoculation with small-pox struggled for prev- 
alence. The warfare that subsequently cost 
him so much irritation was conducted by the 
conservatives of Inoculation, as experience re- 
vealed the inefficiency and mischiefs of Vaccin- 
ation, Besistance such as is now offered to 
Vaccination on physiological grounds there was 
none, so far as I can discover. It had apparently 
occurred to no one that small-pox was a conse- 
quence of the transgression of the laws of health, 
and was preventible by submission to those 
laws. It was imagined that the disease came 
by the will of God, or the devil, or by force of 



* A TreatiM on the Cow-Pox eontainimg ths Siatory cf 
Vaccine Inoculation. ByJohnBing. L<Midoii: 1808. PtetfiL 
p. 720. 

t The Seauti$i<^f the Bdinhwrgh JUvUw titUsUis Stlmk^Pot 
cj Literature. By John Ring. London: 1807. P. 40. 
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£ate, and that to dodge it by medical craft was 
the utmost that was practicable. Unless we 
bear in mind these conditions of the public 
intelligence, we shall misapprehend the de- 
meanour of the people who so cordially wel- 
comed Jenner's advertisement. It is always a 
mistake to critioise the conduct of an earlier 
generation by the light of a later. We turn 
history to ill account when we use it to nourish 
our self-complacency ; for the probability is that 
had we lived with our forefiEbthers, we should 
have done exactly as they did. 

Some will ask, How did it ever come to pass 
that so many doctors in 1800 signed Ring's 
testimonial certifying that inoculation with cow- 
pox was a sure and everlasting protection from 
small-pox when they had not, and could not 
have, any experience to warrant their assertion ? 
True, but they had an illusory experience by 
which they were beguiled, namely, the Variolous 
Test. Hundreds were inoculated with cow-pox 
and subsequently with small-pox, and were also 
exposed to small-pox contagion, and as the dis- 
ease did not **take'* it was concluded it could 
never take, and that the subjects of the opera- 
tion were fortified for ever. The fallacy is now 
manifest, but it was by no means manifest in 
1800, and all manner of men received and pro- 
pagated the fftble with energetic sincerity. It 
was once admitted that a tub full of water did 
sot overflow when a fish was slipped into it, 
«nd many explanations were current of the 
curious phenomenon until a sceptical spirit 
suggested that the experiment be tried. A like 
spirit might have suggested that it was expedient 
to wait and see whether cow-pox was indeed a 
^Miipetual defence against small-pox, inasmuch 
WkB nature had an awkward habit of confuting 
;^rognostications apparently irrefragable. 

The ease with which it was asserted cow-pox 
utoculation could be performed, coupled with 
its harmlessness, not to say wholesomeness, and 
tJie absolute security it afforded against small- 
2K>x, induced benevolent busybodies to set up as 
^vaccinators all over the country. What the 
kindly quack delights in is something cheap and 
liandy with a touch of mystery and the promise 
of ixmneasurable advantage — conditions which 
the new practice completely fulfilled. The me- 
moirs of the time, especially of the Evangelical 
party, abotmd with instances in which this good 
Boul and that good soul had vaccinated so many 
Irandreds or thousands, delivering them from 
the peril of an awful disease. Thus in the 
QenUeman*9 MagoMVM for December, 1800, we 



*^Two respectable families near Manchester 
have within these few months inoculated up- 
wards of 800 of the neighbouring poor from two 
months old to twenty years with uniform suc- 
cess. Twenty of them were subjected to the 
variolous test, and all were found proof against 
the disease." 

And John Ring relates — 

** Dr. Jenner lately met in a large party of 
fashion a lady of Portman Square, who, with 
another lady, has inoculated 1800 in the north 
of England. The rural swain, when he receives 
the blessing of Jenner's discovery from such a 
fair hand, must conclude that the Goddess of 
Health has adopted the practice."* 

Of course medical practitioners had little 
favour for this sort of intrusion into their 
domain, but Jenner encouraged and boasted 
himself in the domestic diffusion of the dis- 
covery. By and by when disasters became 
common it was found extremely convenient to 
ascribe them to these unskilled operators ; and 
ultimately vaccination was resigned entirely to 
the legally qualified practitioner, whose failures 
are rarely inquired into, and when proclaimed 
are, as professional matter of course, explicitly 
denied. 

Jenner after six months of lionising left Lon- 
don on 2drd June, 1800, and on his way home 
passed through Oxford where he was introduced 
to Dr. Marlow, Vice-Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity, and other dignitaries, who subscribed the 
following testimonial, drawn up by Sir Chris- 
topher Pegge, Reader in Anatomy — 

'* We, whose names are undersigned, are fully 
satisfied upon the conviction of our own obser- 
vation, that the Cow-Pox is not only an infi- 
nitely milder disease than the Small- Pox, but 
has the advantage of not being contagious, and 
is an effectual remedy against the Small- Pox." 

Honour was abundant, but honour is windy 
fare, and Jenner had an eye for something more 
substantial. Among his papers we read — 

** While the vaccine discovery was progressive, 
the joy I felt at the prospect before me of being 
the instrument destined to take away from the 
world one of its greatest calamities, blended with 
the fond hope of enjoying independence and do- 
mestic peace and happiness, was often so ex- 
cessive that, in pursuing my favourite subject 
among the meadows, I have sometimes found 
myself in a kind of reverie. It is pleasant to 
me to recollect that these reflections always 
ended in devout acknowledgments to that Being 
from whom this and all other mercies flow."f 

But how was the fond hope of enjoying inde- 
pendence to be realised? The question was 
discussed by Jenner and his firiends, and it was 

"* TreoHte on the Cou>-Pox, p. 620. London: 1801. 
t Baron's L\fe €ifJeniur, vol. i. p. 140. 
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finally decided to applj to the House of Com- 
mons for a reward. Bat in order to go to Par- 
liament it was necessary to have a good case, 
and Jenner*8 case was open to varions objec- 
tions. The Inquiry, pablished in 1798, was 
obrioosly a hasty prodnction and by no means 
a manual of practice. He had advertised the 
Gloucestershire faith in cow-pox, bat had left to 
Pearson and others the laboar and hazard of the 
practical development of his snggestions ; and it 
was by no means improbable that his claim for { 
cash wherewith to enjoy independence might be 
seriously contested. In this strait what was to 
be done ? The question was a grave one, and 
he met it by resolving to claim as his own the 
results of the common experience since 1798 — . 
maintaining that nothing had been discovered 
or ascertained with which he was not perfectly 
fftmiliftr I To establish this position he came to 
London, and in May, 1801, issued a quarto 
pamphlet of twelve pages, entitled The Origin 
of the Vaccine Inoculation. 

First it was necessary to represent that his 
investigations had extended over many years — 
a fact of which there was no sign in the Inquiry , 
the evidence indeed being distinctly otherwise ; 
and thus he shaped his statement — 

** My inquiry into the nature of the Cow-Pox 
commenced upwards of twenty-five years ago. 
My attention to this singular disease was first ex- 
cited by observing that among those whom in the 
counti^ I was frequently called upon to inocu- 
late, many resisted every effort to give them the 
Small- Pox. These patients I found had imder- 
gone a disease they called the Cow-Pox, con- 
tracted by milking cows affected with a pectdiar 
eruption on their teats. On inquiry, it appeared 
it had been known among the dairies from time 
immemorial, and that a vague opinion prevailed 
that it was a preventive of the Small-Pox. 
This opinion I found was comparatively new 
among them; for all the older farmers declared 
they had no such idea in their early days — a 
circumstance that seemed easily to be accounted 
for, from my knowing that the common people 
were very rarely inoculated for the Smsdl-Pox 
till that practice was rendered general by the 
improved method introduced by the Suttons : so 
that the working people in the dairies were sel- 
dom put to the test of the preventive powers of 
the Cow-Pox." 

Jenner*s design in this paragraph is manifest. 
It was to minimise the faith of the country folk, 
and to represent that by his own perspicacity he 
discovered the virtues of cow-pox through his 
failures to inoculate with small-pox. The in- 
quiries of Pearson and others, however, showed 
conclusively that in many parts of the south 
of England, in Ireland, and on the Continent 
it was believed that to have suffered from 



cow-pox was to be secure from snuJl-pox; and 
this behef was entertained altogether indepen- 
dently of ffidlures to inoculate with SDOAll-pox. 
The opinion was neither vague nor new, nor 
confined to Jenner*s neighbourhood. 

In contradiction of the vulgar opinion, it was 
asserted that it was possible to have cow-pox 
and then to have small-pox; and surgeons 
averred that they had successfully inoculated 
many who had suffered from cow-pox. Jenner 
met this difficulty thus — 

" In the course of the investigation I found 
that some of those who teemed to have under- 
gone the cow-pox, nevertheless, on inoculation 
with the smaU-pox, felt its influence jnst the 
same as if no disease had been commnnicated 
to them by the cow. This occurrence led me to 
inquire among the medical practitioners in the 
countiy around me, who all agreed in this senti- 
ment, that the cow-pox was not to be relied 
upon as a certain preventive of the smaU-pox. 
Tins for a while damped, but did not extinguish 
my ardour; for as I proceeded I had the satis- 
faction to learn that the cow was subject to 
some varieties of spontaneous eruptions npon 
her teats, that were all capable of oommnnioat- 
ing sores to the hands of the nulkers, and that 
whatever sore was derived from the ^winnftl was 
called in the dairy the cow-pox. Thus I sur- 
moxmted a great obstacle, and, in eonsequenoet 
was led to form a distinction between these 
diseases, one of which only I have denominated 
the true, the others the epwriout cow-pox, as 
they possess no specific power over the consti- 
tution." 

The distinction was ingenious, but it was no 
more than an artful evasion. It came simply 
to this, that when small-pox followed cow-pox 
it was left open to assert, "Ah! the cow-pox 
must have been spurious, for smaU-pox is im- 
possible after inoculation with true cow-pox.** 
Jenner, an indolent man, had the facility of a 
lover of ease for inventing excuses. In his 
Further Information, 1799, he ei^ressly ad- 
mitted that of spurious cow-pox he knew 
nothing, and that it remained for experience to 
determine which was true and which spurious; 
nor did he ever adduce any sort of evidence that 
milkers did contract other diseases from cows 
and describe them as cow-pox. There is little 
reason to doubt that his division of cow-pox into 
true and spurious was an arm-chair inyention 
designed to obviate a difficulty which it was in- 
expedient to inquire into too particularly. 

When Woodville and others began to inocu- 
late, they found they had to ascertain at what 
period the virus should be taken from the oow, 
and from the arms of the inoculated. Jenner 
afforded them no guidance; his praotiee had 
been so slight and hasty that it did not ooeor to 



THE VACCINATION INQUIREiEL 



49 



him to deiennine the point. Writing to John 
Ring, Ist Jnly, 1801, he inadvertently con- 
fessed — 

• 

" In the early part of my inoonlations I had 
not learned to discriminate between tie efficacy 
of the vims taken at an early and at a late 
period of the pustule.""^ 

Where Jenner had not learned to discri- 
minate, the line became clear in the course of 
the disasters and disappointments of the general 
practice; and Pearson was especially explicit as 
to the right time for taking the virus; but to 
. make good his claim to national consideration, 
Jenner fianoied it necessary to exhibit himself as 
complete master of the art of cow-pox inocula- 
tion, owing nothing to others, and therefore he 
proceeded to appropriate the fruit of the com- 
mon medical experience, assigning it to a season 
when he alone was in the field. Referring to his 
separation of tme from spurious cow-pox, he 
thus proceeded to make his raid — 

*'This impediment to mv progress was not 
long removed before anoUier, of far greater 
magnitude in its appearances, started up. 
There were not wanting instances to prove that 
when the true cow-pox broke out among tlio 
cattle at a dairy, a person who had milked an 
infected animal, and had thereby gone through 
the disease in common with others, was liable 
to receive the small-pox afterwards. This, like 
the former obstacles, gave a painful check to my 
fond and aspiring hopes ; but reflecting that the 
operations of Nature are generally uniform, and 
'that it was not probable we human constitution 
(having undergone the cow-pox) should in some 
instances be perfectly shielded from the small- 
pox, and in many omers remain unprotected, I 
jresumed my labours with redoubled ardoiu*. 
The result was fortunate ; for I now discovered 
Chat the virus of cow-pox was liable to undergo 
progressive changes from the same cause pre- 
csiaely as that of small-pox, and that when it 
^waa applied to the human skin in its degen- 
erated state, it would produce the ulcerated 
efESeots in as great a degree as when it was not 
decomposed, and sometimes far greater; but 
liaying lost its apecific properties, it was incap- 
able of producing that change upon the human 
finme which is requisite to render it unsuscep- 
'tible of the variolous contagion : so that it be- 
csftme evident a person might milk a cow one 
day* and having caught the disease, he for ever 
secure; while another person, milking the same 
oow the next day, might feel the influence of 
the virus in such a way as to produce a sore, or 
sores, and, in consequence of this, might experi- 
ence an indisposition to a considerable extent ; 
vet, as has been observed, the specific quality 
being lost, the constitution would receive no 
peoiuiar impression. . . . 

•<This observation will fully explain the 
■oQroe of those errors which have been com- 
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mitted by many inoculators of the cow-pox. 
Conceiving the whole process to be extremely 
simple, as not to admit of a mistake, they have 
been heedless about the state of the Vaccine 
Virus ; and finding it limpid, as part of it will 
be, even in an advanced state of the pustule, 
they have felt an improper confidence, and 
sometimes mistaken a spurious pustule for that 
which possesses the perfect character.** 

No one apparently thought it worth while to 
expose the fictitious character of these state- 
ments invented by Jenner to baffle objections 
to the efficacy of cow-pox inoculations and to 
justify his pretensions. Any careful reader of 
the Inquiry of 1798, and the Origin of Vaccine 
Inoculation of 1801, cannot fail to detect their 
inconsistency, and to see with wonder how a few 
hap-hazard experiments, hurried to press, came 
to be magnified into a long course of arduous 
research. If we did not know what is given to 
audacity, and what may be risked on the pre- 
sumption of ignorance, we might express sur- 
prise at the hardihood wherewith he thus drew 
attention to the Inquiry — 

** The result of these trials generally led me 
into a wider field of experiment, which I went 
over not only with great attention, but with 
painful solicitude. This became universally 
known through a treatise published in June, 
1798." 

He wound up his statement with this flourish 
and prediction — 

*' The distrust and scepticism which naturally 
arose in the minds of medical men, on my first 
announcing so unexpected a discovery, has now 
nearly disappeared. Many hundreds of them, 
from actual experience, have given their attesta- 
tions that the inoculated Cow-Pox proves a 
perfect security against the Small-Pox; and I 
shall probably be within compass if I say thous- 
ands are ready to follow their example ; for the 
scope that tliis inoculation has now token is 
immense. An hundred thousand persons, upon 
the smallest computation, have been inoculated 
in these realms. [May, 1801 .J The numbers 
who have partaken of its benefits throughout 
Europe and other parts of the globe are incalcul- 
able : and it now becomes too manifest to admit 
of controversy, tliat the annihilation of the 
Small- Pox, the most dreadful scourge of the 
human species, must be the final resijdt of this 
practice." 

For the end designed — ^to establish and exalt 
a claim with the purpose of exacting a corres- 
ponding recompense, we are ready to allow that 
the Origin of the Vaccine Inoculation was an 
adroitly drawn document: its veracity is a 
different matter whereon our opinion is manifest. 
A just man, not to say a generous, would have 
had some praise for Pearson, Woodville and 
others who had developed his crude suggestions, 
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and to whom the wide extension of the new 
practice was doe; but Jenner was essentially 
a mean character: it is "the liberal who 
deviseth liberal things, and by Uberal things 
doth stand." His selfish silence as to the pro- 
moters of cow-pox inocnlation and his shameless 
appropriation of their labonrs are scarcely less 
noteworthy than his silence as to Horse Grease. 
The distinctive note of the Inquiry of 1798 was 
Horse Grease. Cow-Pox was rurally believed 
to be good against Small- Pox, and Horse Grease 
likewise, and sooner or later the rural faith in 
these specifics would have come under cosmo- 
poUtan discussion: Jenner was merely their 
advertiser ; but the derivation of Cow-Pox from 
Horse Grease was in a special manner his own, 
and as a man of science he was bound to make 
good his contention, or explain how he came to 
be misled. But Jenner was less a man of 
science than a medical adventurer ; and when 
he came to see that the public did not like 
Horse Grease, and that Horse Grease was not 
likely to pay, why then he dropped it after the 
manner of a sensible tradesman. He dropped 
Horse Grease, we should say, as far as possible. 
It continued to exist in the immortal Inquiry , 
and readers would persist in putting it to the 
test, and some of them, as we shall see, to all 
appearance successfully. But with Jenner busi- 
ness was business, and science was science, and 
he did not see fit to jumble them unnecessarily. 
When a prophet in the country turns out a 
prophet in London his country neighbours begin 
to believe 'in him; and thus it was with Jenner. 
Hi ft metropolitan reputation was reflected in 
Gloucestershire. Earl Berkeley wrote to the 
Duke of Beaufort — 

<* Every father of a family owes the greatest 
obligation to Dr. Jenner for preventing the 
dreadfiil effects of the small-pox." 

And the sense of this obligation took shape in a 
service of plate presented in 1801 and bearing 
this inscription — 

Presented 

by the 

NohtUty and Gentry 

of the 

County of Oloucesterahire 

to their Countryman, 

Edwabd Jenneb, M.D., F.B.S., 

as a Te%timon/y of the high sense they entertain 

of 
those emi/neni abilities which discovered, 

and 

that disinterested phila/nthropy 

which promulgated the Vaccine InootUation, 



Hints of a larger reward now began to multi- 
ply. L. H., ** personally unknown to Dr. 
Jenner," wrote from Bath, 27th Sept., 1801, to 
the Medical Journal that the time had oome to 
recompense the saviour of mankind from small- 
pox: and believing, as the world then believed, 
he was entitled to consideration. 



A BILL TO AMEND 
THE VACCINATION ACTS. 

Be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows: 

1. This Act may be dted as ** The Vaccina- 
tion Act, 1880." 

2. This Act shall be construed as one with tiie 
Vaccination Act of 1867, the Vaccination Act, 
1871, the Vaccination Act, 1874, and those Acta 
and this Act may be cited together as "The 
Vaccination Acts, 1867 to 1880." 

8. After the passing of this Act no parent of a 
child shall be Uable to be convicted lor neglect- 
ing to take or to cause to be taken such child to 
be vaccinated, or for disobedience to any order 
directing such child to be vaccinated, if either — 
(a) He has been previously adjudged to pay 
the full penalty of twenty shillingB fat 
any of such offences with respect to 
such child ; or 
(6) He has been previously twice adjudged to 
pay any penalty for any of such offences 
in respect of such child. 

\Prepa/red and brought in by Mr. Dodson 
a/nd Mr. Hibbert, and ordered by The House of 
Commons to be printed, 16th June, 1880.] 



Invagcination of Stphilis. — ^I think that 
syphilitic contamination by vaccine lymph is by 
no means an unusual occurrence, and wat it is 
very generally overlooked because people do 
not know either when or where to look for it. 
I think that a large proportion of the cases of 
apparentiy inherited syphilis are in reality 
vaccinal; and that the syphilis in these cases 
does not show itself until me age of frtmi eight 
to ten years, by which time the relation between 
cause and effect is apt to be lost. — ^B. Bbudensll 
Carter, M.B.C.S. 

Nothing has so much checked the progress 
of philosophy as the confidence of teaohezB in 
dehvering dogmas as truths, whioh_it woidd 
be presumptuous to question.— Sib 
Davy. 
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DEBATE ON ANIMAL VACCINATION. 

In the HooBe of Commons, on Friday evening, 
llih Jane, Dr. Charles Cameron, M.P. for 
Glasgow, rose to caJl attention to the practice of 
ftnimftl Taocination. He had no intention of 
raising the question of compulsory vaccination. 
He was convinced that compulsion was produc- 
tive of mnch good. He proposed no intenerence 
with the law, but simply an improvement in it 
which he believed wonld tend to the benefit of 
the community. His object was to do away 
with the rational objections which were raised 
against vaccination. It was said that through 
the agency of vaccination other diseases had 
been inflicted upon hxmianity. For instance, 
it was the opinion of some persons that it was a 
means of spreading syphilitic diseases. Though 
he did not deny their possibility, such cases 
were extremely rare. Nevertheless there were 
undoubtedly cases of post-vaccinal syphilis, and 
in 1874 Dr. Hutchinson had given instances 
where ^hilis had been induced by vaccination 
before the Boyal Medical and Surgical Society. 
Admitting the possibility of such a catastrophe, 
no precaution which could be taken in the col- 
lection of humanised lymph would be a perfect 
guarantee against the possibility of commnni- 
eating that disease. But vaccine taken direct 
from the calf afforded an absolute guarantee 
against it; and the Local Government Board 
was, he tiiought, bound to supply to those who 
liked it, that lymph of which they could insure 
the thorough purity. He therefore proposed 
that the Government should set up an experi- 
mental station in London or elsewhere. He 
did not desire to overturn anything. His pro- 
posfd would work concurrentiy with the present 
system. At the experimental station persons 
could be vaccinated direct from the calf, and a 
BQpply of calf lymph could be collected there 
and sent thence through the country to those 
who might require it. There could be no doubt 
that aUffge section of the medical profession 
believed that lymph used for vaccination had 
deteriorated, and that the results obtained from 
vaccination now were nothing comparable to 
what they were in early days, in consequence 
of repeated transmission. At Brussels 10,000 
were vaccinated with animal lymph from 1865 
to 1870, and they aU passed through the epi- 
demic of small-pox without a single death or 
one being reported as having been attacked bv 
the disease. In America, where animal lymph 
had been applied, there was not a single case in 
which the disease appeared after a suocessfrd 
vaccination. In the early days of vaccination 
we had precisely the same results. In France, 
out of 2,671,000 properly vaccinated, there were 
only seven that afterwards took the small-pox. 
There was no institution for the. cultivation of 
calf lymph in this country. The public would 
never deal with private persons; they would 
distrust them. When he had been asked where 
animal lymph might be obtained he told the 
inquirers it might oe obtained at Brussels, and 
they wrote toBmssols for it. At the present 
moment this calf lymph was utterly out of the 
reach of even the beet medical practitioners. 
Instead of parents being punished for refusing 



to allow their children to be vaccinated in the 
ordinary manner, they should be persuaded to 
allow them to be vaccinated from the calf, and 
in most cases it would be foxmd that the fears 
of the parents which led them to object to vac- 
cination would vanish. It had been stated that 
animal dLseases might be communicated by 
animal vaccination, but in no single instance 
had any serious disease been communicated 
through it. If this system were adopted the 
Locfld Government Board would, in the case of an 
epidemic, have at their command an inexhaus- 
tible supply of lymph. One of the main diffi- 
culties in the way of re-vaccination was the 
difficulty of obtaming a sufficient supply of 
lymph, and wherever animal vaccination was 
adopted re-vaccination was continually resorted 
to. While in this country only one in 50 of the 
population was re-vaccinated, in Holland two- 
fifths and in Brussels one half were re-vac- 
cinated. The medical profession had for years 
past recommended the practice of animal vac- 
cination, and he therefore moved: — "That as 
cow-pock lymph direct from the calf, commonly 
known as animal vaccine, is of at least equal 
value as a prophylactic against small-pox with 
the ordinary humanised lymph, and as its 
use affords an absolute gmurantee against the 
propagation of those human diseases occasionally 
invaccinated with humanised lymph, this House 
is of opinion that to meet the objections to vac- 
cination founded on the possible communication 
of other disease through that operation, a supply 
of animal vaccine should be provided by the 
National Vaccine EstabUshment for the use of 
those who prefer it to the ordinary lymph." 

Mr. P. A. Tatlob said— Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
quite sure that I shall take the House unani- 
mously with me in tiie first proposition that I 
shall venture to lay down, and tnat is, that the 
less the State interferes with the home manage- 
ment of the various portions of the community 
in regard to their habits, manners, and customs, 
the biatter both for the State and the people; 
and that above all things, it is not desiraDle, 
unless under some strong necessity, that the 
State should interfere, and that, for instance, 
the iiMhionable doctrine of medical men for the 
time being should by compulsion be thrust upon 
an unwilhng community. The opposite view of 
legislation has taken rather rapid strides of late 
years, and paternal legislation, which has been 
called grandmatemal legislation, has spread to an 
extent which, fifty years ago, would nave been 
repudiated by all classes of the community. In 
other words, the duiger we have to meet at the 
present time is that which was threatened by 
political writers in the past, who told us that 
one danger in our progress towards democracy 
would be that we might change the tyranny of 
the few to the tyranny of the many. On this 
particular question that we are discussing to- 
night, Sir Bobert Feel,— the kte Sir Bobert 
Peel, — ^tiiufl gave expression to the same opinion. 
When some one proposed to make vaccmation 
compulsory, as it is m some despotic countries, 
he objected, remarking tiiat such a proceeding 
would be so opposite to the mental habits ox 
the British peo]^e, and the freedom of opinion 
in which they rightiy gloried, that he would be 
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no party to such compulsion. The present Prime 
Minister, writing the other day upon the same 
subject, said : " I view with misgiving all new 
aggression upon private liberty unless upon a 
clear and certain proof of necessity, and I keep 
my mind open upon the question whether such 
proof has or has not been supphed in the matter 
of vaccination." Nor is the wrong done to the 
individual by this aggression upon the right of 
personal liberty, the only danger we have to 
incur. When too much stress is put by the 
State upon individual rights there is Hable to be 
a very sudden and strong reaction against it. 
The existence of this feeling has been shown 
upon this very question lately in Canada. The 
Canadians appear to have rather less inclination 
to such infractions of individual liberty, and in 
Montreal, where it was proposed to enact a law 
of compulsory vaccination, the people rose ten 
thousand strong, they produced a great riot and 
disturbance, they threatened the destruction of 
the town-hall, and to what extent they might 
have gone I know not, had not the demand for 
compulsory vaccination been there and then 
withdrawn, and no more heard of it up to the 
present time. I maintain that there is no 
ground for compulsory vaccination. I thank 
my hon. friend for having brought the matter 
before the House, and therefore before the 
country. I am so strongly convinced of the 
utter wrongfulness of compulsory vaccination, 
that I feel perfectly sure that it can continue 
but a very short time after the facts have been 
communicated to the House and to the country. 
There has been a sort of conspiracy of silence, 
especially among the press upon this subj ect. The 
great London duly press, as conservers of public 
moraUty, occasionally think it their duty to take a 
stand upon some such matter as this, and to infer 
that so great would be the danger of spreading 
popular delusions, as they term it, in regard to 
such matters, that they deny access to their 
columns of any discussion upon the matter. 
We have, therefore, the orthodox theories of 
the great daily press of the country on one 
side, and on the other the special organs 
of the anti-vaccinators. It is evident that 
in such a condition of things there is no 
scientific discussion of the question whatever. 
The most monstrous facts are asserted; the 
most absurd conclusions suggested; and the 
most ridiculous deductions, in consequence of 
this enforced silence, pass current with every- 
body. Now, I think the right hon. gentleman, 
whom I see opposite, the late president of the 
Local Government Board, was rather of my 
opinion in regard to the danger of once re- 
opening this question of compulsory vaccination, 
and of bringing it before the House and the 
country, for, when a deputation waited upon 
him some time ago, he begged that they would 
not attempt to force the hand of Government 
prematurely; for Mr. Sclater Booth said '*they 
would only produce confusion, and, probably, 
an entire colapse of the existing system of vac- 
cination, which all admit is extremelv difficult 
to work as it is.'* With that opinion of the right 
hon. gentleman I cordially cononr. I believe 
that this debate, if fairly carried on the great wings 



of the press from one end of the country to the 
other, will sound the death knell of compulsory 
vaccination. Nor is it at all fair as regards the 
medical profession that this secrecy should 
be maintained. They have their interests and 
their prejudices like other members of the 
community, and we know that the medical men 
of this country do not fairly represent the facts 
in respect to vaccination to the community. 
This would be a heavy charge if I should make 
it. 1 do not make it. I take it from their own 
lips. Mr. Henry May, health officer to the 
Aston Union, Birmingham, in an article on 
certificates of death, said : " In certificates given 
by us voluntarily, and to which the public have 
access, it is scarcely to be expected mat a medi- 
cal man will give opinions which may tell against 
or reflect upon himself in any way, or which are 
likely to cause annoyance or injury to the sor* 
vivors. In such cases he will most likely tell 
the truth, but not the whole truth, and assign 
some prominent symptom of the deceased as tide 
cause of death. As instances of cases which 
may tell against the medical man himself, I 
will mention erysipelas after vaccination aiid 
puerperal fever. A death from the first cause 
occurred not long ago in my praotioe, and 
although I had not vaccinated the child, yet, in 
my desire to preserve vaccination from reproacht 
I omitted all mention of it in my certificate of 
death." Though such a state of things was 
dangerous, it would also be comical if it were 
not too serious to be comic. A child at Leeds 
died recently from the results of vaccination, as 
was distinctiy borne witness to by the surgeon 
who attended it. The coroner, sJso a medical 
man, and one who respected the rights of vacci- 
nation, declined to take as a verdict that the child 
died from vaccination, and said there was no 
such thing known to the law as a death from 
vaccination. In fact, according to him, the poor 
child had committed an offence against the laws 
of this country in venturing to die from vaecina- 
tion, and so a jury returned as their verdict^ 
'* Died by the visitation of God." (Laughter.) 
Now I shall maintain, sir, in the first plaoe, 
that, granting all that the vaccinators beiieye» 
and all that they say, that nevertheless com- 
pulsory vaccination is wrong, tyrannous, and 
impoUtic. Now no one will maintain, sir, in 
the first place, that the State has a right of in- 
sisting that a child shall be vaccinated for the 
sake of the child itself. The parent has at least 
a prima facie right to decide upon the risks 
that the child shall run, and there can be no 
right in the State to insist upon vaccination 
except as a matter of national interest and pzo« 
tection. Now be it remembered that if vaooma- 
tion is a protection against small-pox, that this 
argument falls at once to the ground, becanso 
then the danger only exists to those who axe 
not vaccinated, and those who prefer to be 
vaccinated have no right to coerce those who do 
not wish to be vaccinated. Be it remembered, 
moreover, that this demand for yaocination has 
come upon the country just in proportion as 
vaccination has been proved to have failed. 
Jenner declared that yaocmation was a per- 
fect protection against small-pox, and iiobo4j 
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dreamed of making it oompnlsory. Then my 
second point is, tfauat if it be necessary in the 
interests of the State to enforce vaccination, 
that it is a thing so important and so sacred 
that it should be enforced upon all. To enforce 
it npon the poor only is simply an infamy. If 
it is so essential to public health that every 
diild should be vaccinated, the State is bound 
to take the infant from its mother's breast, and, 
with the policeman's baton, to force the parents 
to allow a su^eon to vaccinate the child. Will 
the House of (Emmons do this ? No, the House 
of Commons will not dare to do it. And yet to 
inflict compulsion upon the poor, and to perse- 
cute them as they are being persecuted now by 
fines because they will not do that which other 
people in the upper and middle class — aye and 
members of this House will not do, is alone 
enough to stamp the present system as an 
enormous eviL Is there not something touch- 
ing in the report of a trial of a poor man for not 
having his child vaccinated ? He was convicted 
of the ofifence, and these were his last words 
before he went to prison, **Lock me up, gentle- 
men, I will not pay, I swore on my dead child's 
body that I would not." And have we really 
come to such a condition of things in this free 
country of ours, that we can look with satisfac- 
tion or indifference on a man having to utter 
such a sentence as that in a British court of 
justice? Beyond this, I say under any circum- 
stances that this is a matter of the highest 
impolicy. Granted all they believe, or say 
they believe, in regard to tiie necessity, and 
I say, to treat the matter in this manner is 
a foolish course to pursue. What would be 
the politic course to pursue ? To bring home to 
the JBEouse and everyone in the country what 
they are pleased to call pure lymph, and to 
permit everyone to choose between having this 
protection or not. Do you think under these 
circumstances, if there were no compulsion, and 
vaccination be an excellent thing, that the desire 
for it would not spread? Do you think that 
parents desire to see their children die? It 
IS the most ridiculous thing in the world 
to talk of anti-vacdnators as a few fanatics. 
One would suppose it was a conspiracy of 
parents who desire that their children should 
die. It is said that they are very few. I 
don't know how many there are, but there is 
this thing about their numbers, that wherever 
inquiry haa arisen in any great town, or wher- 
ever it has been necessary or thought well to 
examine closely into the results of vaccination, 
those have been the places where the opponents 
of vaccination have sprung up. At this moment 
there is a person living at Faringdon, who 
has just suffered his 82nd prosecution be- 
cause he will not have that done to his child 
which he believes to be a danger and an 
injury. I saw the report of that trial, and he 
was condemned after, by cross-examination, he 
had elicited from the officer who prosecuted 
him, that there was a child lying wiuiin a few 
hundred yar^ suffering, if not dying, from tiie 
efEeots of vaodnation. I maintain, therefore, 
that 0V«n granted that all that the vaccinators 
beliave azia say is true, it is an unwise and a 



tyrannous system. But suppose there be doubts 
of the efficiency of the system, and there are 
grave doubts of its efficiency. My hon. friend 
here. Dr. Cameron — who was kind enough to 
anticipate the arguments which he admitted I 
had not explained to him — said, amongst other 
things, that I was amongst those who were 
terrifying the world with the alleged results of 
vaccination. My hon. friend is mistaken; I 
have nothing to do with the testimony for or 
against vaccination. I am not a medical man ; 
neither the House nor anybody else would pay 
any attention to my opinion of the matter. 
(Loud laughter.) Sir, I do not ask the hon. 
gentleman to pay any attention to my opinion, 
but if there are facts and authorities whicn do go 
to show that vaccination is not the protection 
which it is generally believed to be — I pass no 
opinion whether it is or whether it is not — ^but 
I only say it is an explanation of the conduct of 
those who refuse to have their children vaccin- 
ated. If we look a little into the question of 
vaccination, as I have looked into it, and I have 
also read very much about it during the last two 
or three years, I am struck by the fact that if 
you ask about its efficacy you are met by two 
things — ^you are treated in the first place to 
doubtful tradition in the past, and in the second 
place you are not treated to the positive failures 
of the present. The broad statement everybody 
makes, if you ask his opinion about it, is, that 
there can be no question in the matter — *' Before 
vaccination was discovered, this country and the 
world at large were desolated with small-pox, 
and the few who survived had their faces &ar- 
frdly seamed with the hideous marks of the 
disease." Now, this I have to say in the first 
place, that there is remarkably little known 
about the statistics of small-pox in former times. 
It was not until the year 1837 that there was 
any authentic system of registration in this 
country. In the last century there were the 
most various kinds of story as regards the people 
being so dreadfully marked with small-pox. I 
have plenty of friends who tell me, "I never see 
it now ; in my youth everybody had it, and all 
their faces were hideously marked and seamed 
with small-pox." That proves a great deal 
too much. Compulsory vaccination can have 
nothing whatever to do with that, because it 
was only established comparatively in 1854, 
and absolutely in 1868. Therefore, amongst 
all persons in the country above thirty years 
of age, there should be a due proportion of 
hideously seamed and marked faces. But if 
hon. members have ever studied the history of 
the medical treatment of small-pox in the last 
century, they will be surprised that any who 
took it ever recovered, or, if they did recover, 
that they should have recovered without hideous 
marks. The infallible doctors of that day placed 
the unhappy patients in a hot room — ^with every 
door and window closed; with enormous fires 
made; with the clotiies heaped upon them, 
which, in order to increase the effect, were 
coloured red ; they refrised the patient any drop 
of cooling drink. That was what the in&llible 
doctors, who want to enforce compulsory vao* 
cination now, did in the last century. Now I 
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will make a general statement in regard to 
Tftccination in the past — not based on any 
authority of my own, but taken from the 
evidence of Dr. Farr in reference to the dread- 
ful and enormous fatality of small-pox in the 
last century. He says, " Small-pox attained its 
maximum fatality after inoculation was intro- 
duced." Inoculation in the last century was 
the pet of the infaUible profession. *^The 
annual deaths from small-pox from 1760 to 
1779 were, on an average, 2,823. In the next 
twenty years, 1780-1799, they declined to 1,740. 
The disease therefore began to grow less fatal be- 
fore vaccination was discovered." It is the fact 
that after the beginning of the century the deaths 
from small-pox still decreased, although the vac- 
cination of the people at that time was probably 
not one per cent., and could have had no influence 
whatever upon the rates of mortaUty. The vaccin- 
ation prophets of the present day, however, make 
the two coterminous, and declare that it was 
vaccination which produced the diminution at the 
beginning of the century. The fact is, the whole 
thmg is absolutely a foregone conclusion. If 
there happens to be no epidemic, the vaccinators 
triumphantly say that they have stamped it 
out, as they say they have stamped it out in 
Ireland, in Sweden, and in Germany ; but small- 
pox, like all other zymotic diseases, comes in 
epidemics; the population begin to die; then 
the vaccinators fall back upon some excuse, 
always taking care it is consistent with the 
fundamental assertion that vaccination stops 
the smallpox. Sometimes they have bad lymph; 
sometimes they have not enough marks: not 
enough marks ! Jenner declared that one mark 
was as good as any number; and although 
I am no medical man, I presume that it mat- 
ters not whether there is one mark or twenty. 
If one is bitten by a cobra, one mark is as fatal 
as twenty. Yet, after all, there can be no doubt 
that people die from smallpox after they have 
been vaccinated. Why, then, the cry is — ** Re- 
vaccinate them ! " If vaccination twice in life 
does not do, why, then, vaccinate early and 
vaccinate always. (Laughter.) Vaccinate once, 
at least, every seven years, we are told (Laugh- 
ter) ; and there was a gentleman who wrote to 
the papers the other day actually to recommend 
that persons should be vaccinated every three 
years t In fact, the unhappy man is to spend 
his life in a perpetual condition of cowpox in 
order to escape the small-pox. (Laughter.) 
One of the alleged reasons for the failure of 
vaccination as a protection is that bad lymph 
is used, and, in fact, my hon. friend (Dr. 
Cameron) makes use of that very assertion as 
a reason for having new and fresh lymph from 
ihe cow. His words are, in a letter to the 
Times : " The recurrence, therefore, in the latest 
period, of a mortahty almost as high as that 
experienced prior to the Vaccination Act, shews 
either that the protective virtues of vaccination 
are mythical, or that there is something radi- 
cally wrong in our national system of vaccina- 
tion." But, on the other hand, another great 
authority, Dr. Stevens, speaking at the Medi- 
cal Conference, said, — **He had seen more 
Taocinated children than any man, and all 



his experience led him to the opinion that the 
arm-to-arm system practised in this country 
was as nearly perfect as a system could he 
made, and as efficacious as could be desired.*' 
But how, then, are all the deaths from vaccin- 
ation to be accounted for? According to the 
report of the Local Government Board, the 
deaths in London from smallpox in 1871 were 
7,912, of whom 5,882 had been vaccinated. 
Where, then, is your protection? In 1870, 
1871, and 1872, the total deaths from smallpox 
were 44,840 1 Be it remembered that this was 
at a time when we were vaccinating up to the 
hilt, when 90, 95, and even 97 per cent, of the 
people were vaccinated. All tnis time there 
was this sad increase in the deaths from small- 
pox in epidemic after epidemic. What is the 
answer to these figures, coupled with the fact 
that for years everybody has been vaccinated? 
Mr. Ernest Hart has just published a pamphlet, 
in which he says, — **The number of attacks of 
persons efficiently vaccinated and successfully 
re-vaccinated is extremely small." And the 
Local Government Board declares that ''no 
case of smallpox has come within the cognisance 
of the medical superintendents of any person 
who has been efficiently vaccinated and success- 
fully re-vaccinated " (hear, hear) ; which is only 
another way of sa3dng that if they have the 
smallpox, vaccination has not been satisfactorily 
or efficiently done, and that really is the only 
test these medical men vouchsare to us. I 
was astonished to hear my hon. friend speak 
as if the value of vaccination was beyond all 
question, and had been proved an almost 
absolute protection against smallpox. Why, 
my hon. friend himself, in the letter I have 
just quoted, said, — " The recurrence, therefore, 
in the latest period of a mortahty almost as 
high as that experienced prior to tiie Vaccina- 
tion Act, shows either that the protective 
virtues of vaccination are m3rthical, or that 
there is something radically wrong in our na- 
tional system of vaccination." Just sol My 
hon. friend, like all the rest of the world, cannot 
believe that vaccination is a myth, and so he 
takes us as a remedy to lymph, frei^ and pure 
from the cow. (Laughter.) Dr. Beaton, the 
medical officer of the Local Government Board, 
in precisely the same spirit of assuming thai 
vaccination is an absolute protection, and then 
making all the facts bend to his theory, deals in 
the same way with the late tremendous epi- 
demic, in which upwards of 44,000 people lost 
their lives. What did he say of it? Was be 
shaken by it from his faith ? Not the least. All 
he said was, — '* Except for vaccination this 
epidemic would, presumably (Hear, hear) hare 
caused such frightful and demoralizing mortality 
as the worst pestilence of past centuries." £f 
the House will permit me, I will tell them a 
Httle anecdote exactly characteristic of this kind 
of argument. I was talking to a friend of 
mine the other day, who is a very warm advo- 
cate of vaccination, and he assumed a little 
superiority over me because he had himself had 
smallpox. But I said, — "Well, how came it 
you had not been vaccinated?" '*0h,*' he re- 
plied, *'I had been vaccinated, and so I bad it 
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very lightly. I should have had it very badly 
if I had not been." Presently he said, — ** You 
remember so-and-so. Well, he had smallpox 
frightfolly. They bought he must have died." 
'*Gk>od HeaTens," I said, "Why had not he 
been vaooinated?" Well, he said, he had 
been Yaodnated, and he must have died but 
for that." (Laughter.) Mr. James Ashbury, 
a late member of this house, and who repre- 
sented me, in fact, for I was one of his con- 
stituents at Brighton, told his constituents that 
sudh was his faith in vaccination, that he had 
already been vaccinated twice, and meant to be 
punctured again. The hon. and learned gentle- 
man, the member for East Surrey (Mr. Gran- 
tham) also told his constitutents he was a living 
illustration of the benefits of vaccination, because , 
having been vaccinated, he took the small-pox 
afterwards, and did not die. (Laughter.) So 
much for the certainty of the protection afforded 
by vaccination from small-pox. But now, sup- 
posing that vaccination instead of being a pro- 
tection, actually inoculated with small-pox. If 
there be any meory at all in connection with 
vaccination, I take it that small-pox and cow- 
pox are diseases of a similar type, and that if 
a man takes the milder disease of the same 
type it vnll protect him at slight inconvenience 
from the more dangerous form of the disease. 
Therefore, when the theory of the bad lymph 
began to be prevalent, it was thought desir- 
able that fresh lymph should be obtained, and 
prepared from a cow inoculated with small- 
pox. Accordingly Mr. Badcock inoculated cows 
with small-pox, vaccinated more than 14,000 
persons from the lymph so obtained, and had 
supplied more than 400 doctors. He says, ** I 
had by careful and repeated experiments pro- 
duced, by the inoculation of the cow with small- 
pox, a benign lymph of a non-infectious and 
tiighly protective character." A benign lymph t 
One is mdined to rush off and be vaccinated on 
tiie spot. (Laughter.) **The experiments of 
which this Was the result, were conducted by 
me during eighteen years with extreme care, at 
a great sacrifice of time and money, and with 
important results. My lymph has now been in 
use at Brixton for forty years, and is at the 
present time tiie principal stock of lymph em- 
ployed there, being that exclusively used by the 
public vaccinators." Well now, what does my 
hon. friend say to Mr. Badcock, and his spread- 
ing throughout the countiy this benign lymph ? 
miat he says is this. With unwonted severity 
he writes to the Times : — *' Now what I want to 
know 18 what has become of this lymph ? My 
reason for asking the question is that more recent 
and searching experiment has demonstrated that 
it is not vaccine lymph at all, but small-pox 
lymph, capable of being inoculated apparently 
with greater safety to the individual than 
ordinary small-pox, but, like the mildest inocu- 
lated small-pox, capable of propagating that 
disease in its most vurulent form oy infection." 
(Gheers.) The members of the Galway Board 
of QuardianB were so much impressed with this 
" benign lymph" that they suggested that a 
oalf tEonld he inoculated m tms way, and a 
mtmbor of ttie Board offered a calf for the pur'> 



pose. But the Local Government Board at 
Dublin interposed, and wrote : *' Small- Pox 
virus, taken from a calf, would communicate 
that disease to a human subject, and be thereby 
a fertile source of propagating the disease, and 
would further render the operator liable to 
prosecution. Vaccination performed with lymph 
taken from a cow which had been vaccinated 
with human lymph, is not reliable." But for 
this flood of light thrown upon the matter, I 
should have been much astomshed by a letter I 
received from a friend of mine, and a correspon- 
dent of my right hon. friend, the Prime Minister, 
Mr. Lewis, of Ipswich, who writes : — ** I have 
made many inquiries in various parts of England, 
and I have invariably foimd that, whether, town 
or village, where the small-pox commenced it 
began with a vaccinated person. This was 
so in Ipswich, Coddenham, Preston, Liver- 
pool, Stockport, etc. At Chatham it began 
with the re- vaccinated soldiers." Yet the medi- 
cal profession have been compelling people to 
use this stuff all this time ! I must say it shows 
in my hon. friend that quality whidi we are 
told ensures success, that he does not hesitate 
to come down here and call upon the House of 
Commons to renew this system — de VoAidace et 
tovjowrs de Vaudace, (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 
But what if vaccination produces in the human 
frame other diseases than those incidental to 
vaccination or small-pox? Why, sir, it is an 
absolute and undeniable fact, known to every 
medical man in Europe at this time, that it has 
communicated the most frightful diseases. I 
was astonished to hear my hon. friend refer to 
500 answers declaring it impossible, because it is 
no great credit to the medical profession, and 
shows that they are apt to follow where they are 
led, like a flock of sheep. Ten years ago the 
medical profession was pledged to the lips to the 
belief that syphilis could not be communicated 
by vaccination. All these 500 men pledged 
themselves to the truth of this assertion, and 
probably these very men, now that this grievous 
mistake has been exposed, feel nothing abashed 
in asking this House still to uphold Compul- 
sory Vaccination. Sir Thomas Watson, indeed, 
distincUy advises a return to calf lymph in 
order to avoid this '* ghastly risk " of infection 
from arm-to-arm vaccination, adding that com- 
pelled vaccination should in all cases be from 
the calf alone; while Dr. Wilson, officer of 
health to the Alton Union, in a recent number 
of the Lancet, says, " It is useless to deny 
that vaccination by human lymph involves 
danger of scrofulous, syphilitic, and erysipelatous 
inoculation. The difficulty of securing with 
absolute certitude subjects for furnishing vaccine 
lymph free from constitutional taint is simply 
insuperable, as few — rather, I would say, no 
scientific physiologist, no thoughtful medical 
practitioner of widespread experience, contests." 
My hon. friend has quoted Dr. Ballard, who is 
a veiy high authority on this subject. Well, 
I will quote him too. In his prize essay on 
Vaccination, published in 1868, he closes his 
comments on the series of vaccine syphilisations, 
known as the Bivalta series, which ooouzred 
in May ahd June, 1861, with these words:— 
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"Among the thirty-nine infected from Chiabrera 
was Louisa Manzone (the second yaccinifier of 
the series). She was aged six months. On 
the tenth day, again, she was used for the vac- 
cination of seventeen other children, of whom 
seven became affected with syphilis, suffering in 
the same manner as the thirty-nine infected 
from Chiabrera. Two months afterwards she 
was taken to Acque, and seen by Dr. Sylventi, 
who recognised upon her a syphilitic eruption, 
with mucous tubercules about the arms and 
vulva, mucous patches on the commissures of 
the hps, and indolent glandular enlargements, 
the primary affection at the seat of the vesicles 
not even being healed. The child died in Sep- 
tember. The nurse who suckled her got ulcers 
on the breast, and from the various other chil- 
dren who were syphilised, the disease spread by 
contagion to eighteen mothers and nurses, and to 
three other children." (Sensation.) This is only 
one of several similar outbreaks quoted bv Dr. 
B^lard. And this was all kept a secret ! Not a 
word of it was known for six years. (Cheers.) 
I am not going to assert that vaccination can or 
does endanger the health of the infant population 
by introducing various other diseases ; out tliis 
I will say, that it is at any rate a fact that con- 
temporaneously with the increase of vaccina- 
tion these diseases have greatly increased among 
the infant population. Many years ago, M. 
Rioord, the famous French surgeon, said — ** The 
obvious fact is, that if ever the transmission of 
disease with vaccine lymph is clearly demon- 
strated, vaccination must oe altogether discon- 
tinued." I do not venture to go so far as that, 
but I do say that it is a disgrace to attempt in face 
of these facts to continue compulsory vaccination. 
(Cheers.) But what do the medical profession 
themselves say to all this ? The medical profes- 
sion in this country are, I am convinced, much less 
universally favourable to vaccination than would 
appear upon the surface. I can tell the House 
toat there are many medical men who are at 
least very doubtful about it, but who do not care 
to imperil their popularity and to incur odium 
by venturing to say anything against it. I am 
not going to measure heads against heads all 
over the world. It is enough to* know that 
there is a considerable portion of them who 
think it both useless and dangerous. If I can 
show that, I say that compulsory vaccination is 
an iniquity. I will give the House just the view 
shortly of four or five doctors in diSferent coun- 
tries* The late Dr. Schiefferdecker, of New 
York, in a monograph which he prepared upon 
the subject came to certain conclusions in which 
Dr. Wm. H. Weaver perfectly coincides. Those 
results were — " 1. That it is not true that vac- 
cination is a preventive of small-pox. 2. That 
cow-pox virus is as decided a poison as that 
taken from the small-pox patient. 8. That 
vaccination propagates a variety of other diseases 
more fatal than small-pox, sucn as scarlet fever, 
croup, typhoid fever, scrofula, consumption, 
fl^hilis, cancer, tuberculous formations, diph- 
theria, etc." The well-known Herr Eolb, of 
Mtmidi, says that in '* well- vaccinated Bavaria, 
CftmouB for oompnlsion, in 1871, out of 80,742 
eases 29,429 were supplied by the vaooinated.'* 



I will quote one Englishman, who was examined 
before the conunittee on which I sat in 1871, 
W. J. Collins, M.D. — " Has ceased to Taoeinaie 
ten or twelve years. Had known persoiiB who 
had been vaccinated and re-vaocinated, suffer 
dreadfully from small-pox, two of whom died of 
the most hideous confluent form, after sooeen- 
fiil vaccination and re-vaccination, one of them 
three times vaccinated. Has vaccinated thous- 
ands, but at last abandoned the practice, and 
gave up at least ;£500 a year by so doing. Has 
found that cow-poxing weakened the powers of 
vitality, and often proved fataL" Mow, sir, 
there is nothing more difficult than to test 
positively and absolutely the effects of vaocina- 
tion. You can never get a thousand chUdren 
under the same conditions and of the same oon- 
stitution, half of whom are vaccinated and half 
are not, and see what becomes of them. To a 
great extent it is a matter of indefinite deduc- 
tion and unsatisfactory conclusion. Hie most 
satisfactory experiment that has ever oome 
under my observation is the one I am about to 
quote. The Austrian system of railways is all 
under one management, and is alf tinder 
one great medical head. Dr. Leander Jose^ 
Keller is that head, and when there was ue 
last epidemic in 1871-2-8 he very oan^Eiilly 
watched and analysed the effect of small-pox on 
those who had been vaccinated and those who 
had not. The total number of persons to be 
reckoned with is from 55,000 to 60,000. The 
railway employs about 87,000 officials, servants, 
and workmen, and these, with tiie wives and 
children, and the pensioners, give a sufficient 
number to form an average upon. In these two 
years there were 2,677 cases of small-pox; 
2,158 recovered and 469 died. This is the table 
of the ratio in which they died : — 

Yacdiiatad. UfiTMsdnatod. 

In the first year of life 57*14 48*78 

From 1 to 2 years 62*05 88*96 

2 to 8 84*15 17*86 

8 to 4 21*88 16*88 

4 to 5 28*64 18*70 

7 to 10 19*28 7*76 

In every case the table is therefore altogether 
in frivour of those who have not been vac- 
cinated. In after years, when, of course, very 
few died, rather more died of those who had 
been unvaccinated than not. That table alone is 
a fact which is sufficient to raise a doubt, if not 
a certainty, as to the abomination of compulsory 
vaccination. (Hear, hear.) Now my hon. 
friend wants a new starting-point, and wishes 
to have animal lymph. He talks of taking the 
lymph fresh from, the cow. But I entirely 
object in regard to the principle of the right of 
personal liberty, and in the name of thousands 
and tens of thousands of Englishmen whom I 
represent on this occasion, and who are sufbring 
under this tvranny, I protest against a new 
compulsion being forced upon us. My hon. 
friend has talked like other ardent vaooinatora 
about pure lymph, but he has never told us 
what pure lymph is. The natural thing, tlie 
inoculation of a oow with small-pox, he abeol- 
utely objects to. What idU he sajv when I 
assert — and it is maintained by good anthority 
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— ^ihat there is no Buoh thing known as spon- 
taneous cow-pox in the cow. It is abso- 
lutely certain that Jenner said, and always 
believed, that cows were inoculated from 
a diseased horse. Bat spontaneoos cow-pox? 
There is no such thing. Did he see a letter from 
the Paris correspondent of the Daily News the 
other day ? There are sometimes uttle bits of 
news coming in from foreign sources which we 
should never get if the things occurred at home. 
In the Daily NewB for May 25 there is this 
paragraph: "In the Voltaire a Dr. Bremond 
takes credit for being the first to announce that 
there is now in Paris a diseased horse from 
whose leg may be taken pus just as efficacious 
for vaccinatory purposes as the lymph habitually 
used. This discovery is a mare s nest. No 
scientific fiEMt is more certain than that Jenner's 
cows, who accidentally vaccinated milk-maids, 
theniselves caught a disease from rugged horse- 
boy*8 hands after they had stroked down greasy- 
heeled horses. There is not to be found in the 
whole world a cow with natural cow-pox." 
Where then is this pure lymph to be got ? Not 
from the small-pox ; not from natural cow-pox, 
for there is no such thing known. If m^ hon. 
friend asks any veterinary surgeon he will tell 
him so. It is obtained where it is obtained now 
in Paris and in Bavaria, where there is so much 
talk now of re-vaccination and pure lymph. 
*' The owners of heifers in Paris, who make a 
rich harvest bv advertising vaccination direct 
from the cow, blink the flEtct that their beasts are 
all vaccinated from the more or less wholesome 
arms of children." (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 
Dr. Gamebon — Will the hon. gentleman allow 
me to explain that there are an immense num- 
ber of cases, thoroughly well authenticated, of 
spontaneous cow-pox recorded in, amongst other 
places, the Manual of Vaccination. 

Mr. Tatlqb— Well, I will refer my hon. 
friend upon that point to his great prophet, 
Dr. Jenner, who distinctly asserts in his Iv^ 
qudry, "that the pustulous sores which fre- 
quently appear on tne nipples of the cows" are 
difierent m nature " from that contagion which 
constitutes the true cow-pox." Well, now, 
what does the Lancet say in respect to the 
safety of animal lymph ? Writing on June 22, 
1878, it says : — " The notion that animal lymph 
would be free from chances of syphilitic con- 
tamination is so ficdlacious, that we are surprised 
to see Dr. Martin, of Boston, U.S.," the great 
advocate of calf lymph, " reproduce it." And 
Dr. Beaton, who is a great authority, what does 
he say of my hon. friend's specific ? — ** The 
difficulties of applying such a plan to the vaccina- 
tion of the general population are I apprehend 
quite insuperable." He says of its results also, 
**So fur from being likely to produce fewer 
ailments and cutaneous eruptions in the pre- 
disposed, Mr. Ceely" — and there is no one who 
has nearly the knowledge that he possesses of the 
disease in the cow and of its transplantation to 
the human species — "says he knows from his 
experience that it would produce more. " (Hear, 
heiur.) But let us come from theory to practice. 
Here is ma abstraot of the petition of Dr. Germann 
to {he Diet of the G^rmacn Empire. He says — 



** Above all, the dire fatality which lately occurred 
at Lebus, a suburb of Frankfort-on-the-Oder, 
would alone warrant the aboUtion of the vaccin- 
ation laws. Eighteen school girls, averaging 12 
years of age, were re-vaccinated, and thereby 
syphilised, and some of them died. . . . Yet 
the lymph, the syphUitio lymph, used in this 
case was obtained from the Official Boyal Estab- 
lishment for the new * regenerated ' or ' animal- 
ised ' vaccine lymph, so warmly recommended 
for the re-vaccination of schools." I will trouble 
the House with but one more extract. The 
Gazette d' Italia (21st May, 1879) describes a 
sad occurrence in Castiglione d'Orcia, in the 
province of Siena. A vaccination committee 
established by the Prefecture in Bome sent to 
the above-named parish virus for the impending 
vaccination on April 26th. Some well-known 
physicians undertook the vaccination of 88 chil- 
dren. After the time of inoculation, it was dis- 
covered that in all those houses a terrible poison 
had been disseminated, and had caused most sad 
results in the shape of pustules and ulcers upon 
the bodies of the chil&en. Afker a few days, 
the grand-daughter of the S3mdic, Irma Petessi, 
fell a sacrifice to the disease thus caused by 
vaccination. The physicians immediately car- 
ried their report to the magistrates ; on the 11th 
inst. the tribunal of Montepulciano ordered an 
inquiry to be instituted, as also an examination 
of the body of the dead child. It was found 
that of the 88 vaccinated, 29 were infected 
similarly. It was supposed that the cow was 
diseased from which the virus was obtained. 
Now, sir, I protest against the House passing a 
compulsory law that children, willy-nilly, are to 
be vaccinated from cows, wholesome or dLseased 
as the case may be, and I somewhat confidently 
assert that after the facts and statements I have 
brought forward, I have come to a very mild 
conclusion in the amendment that I have now 
to propose, the purpose of which is " That in the 
present unsettled condition of medical opinion 
in regard to the safety of using ordinary human- 
ised lymph, as also of the ssiety, effectiveness, 
and practicability of the use of animal vaccine, 
it is in the opinion of this House inexpedient 
and unjust to'enforce vaccination under penalties 
upon those who regard it as unadvisable or 
dangerous." I say, sir, that that is a mild con- 
clusion, and that I might have gone much 
further, and have asked the House to affirm 
that compulsory vaccination is a disgrace to our 
jurisprudence, and a shameful intrusion upon 
the rights of personal liberty. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. C. H. HopwooD, M.P. for Stockport, ex- 
pressed his entire agreement with Mr. Tavlor. 
He condemned the prosecutions which had been 
carried on in the supposed interests of society. 
Fathers had been sent to prison because they 
would not imperil the health and lives of their 
children, and fines had been imposed with a 
vindictiveness discreditable to those who admin- 
istered the law. In 1878 a committee sat upon 
this question, owing to the dissatisfaction uiat 
the law excited, and the whole 17 members 
unanimously recommended that a single fine 
should be imposed; and a bill with that pro- 
vision passed through the House, and went up 
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to the other House the day hefore the dissolu- 
tion, where sixteen or seventeen noble peers by 
8 votes to 8, or 9 to 8, decided against what the 
House of Commons thought best for the interests 
of the people. Almost every year since they had 
besought Parliament to remove the grinding 
oppression, but nothing had been done. In 
uermany where all were punctiliously vacci- 
nated and re-vaccinated, they were continually 
bothered with outbreaks of small-pox, and at 
last they were being driven to the conclusion 
that the more vaccination the more small-pox. 

Dr. Robert Farquhabson, M.P. for West 
Aberdeenshire, considered that Dr. Cameron's 
proposal would sweep away the only valid argu- 
ment against vaccination. During the prevalence 
of a small-pox epidemic very few cases were 
admitted to the London hospitals where the 
vaccination had been efficient ; while in no case 
had any nurse efficiently vaccinated and re- 
vaccinated been affected by the disease in the 
discharge of her duties. 

Mr. B. Samublson, M.P. for Banbury, thought 
that tiiose who had listened to the four speakers 
who had addressed the House would agree with 
Tiinn that that was a question on which the 
House was not likely to come to a satisfactory 
conclusion. The House was not a tribunal 
fitted to judge between the opposite views which 
had been advanced that night in reference to 
the value and efficacy of vaccination as a pro- 
phylactic against small-pox. No arguments 
which could be adduced would be able to con- 
vince those people who believed that they had 
suffered from the method of vaccination in use. 
He had himself placed on the notice-paper an 
amendment in favour of the institution of an 
inquiry into the whole subject by a Royal Com- 
mission; and since he had done so he had 
received numerous letters from various parts of 
the country, all complaining of the vexatious 
and oppressive way in which prosecutions were 
carried on under the Vaccination Act. An 
antagonism to vaccination had sprung up in the 
country, the extent of which he thought the 
House was scarcely aware of. Prosecutions 
had occurred in almost every part of the country. 
This was a question for inquiry. If he were 
told there was an inquiry in 1871, and that 
the inquiry resulted in the law under which we 
now live, his answer would be that the law was 
the result of a very narrow majority in the 
House of Lords ; and, farther, that fresh evidence 
had accumulated since that time, which, if it 
had been known, would probably have prevented 
the passing of such a law. 

Earl Percy, M.P. for North Northumberland, 
said, he hoped the Government would give a 
definite answer to the question raised by Dr. 
Cameron, for some few years ago he had raised 
the same question. With regard to compulsory 
vaccination, certainly the House would not, 
without sufficient and fall inquiry, attempt to 
abolish it. Whether compulsory vaccination 
should be abolished he would not say. He 
should be ihe last person to liffc his voice in 
opposition to an inquiry ; but whether compul- 
4tarv vaccination was expedient or inexpedient 
had nothing to do with the question, Would the 



people, if they had the opportunity of obtaining 
vaccine matter direct from the cow avail them- 
selves of it? Of late there had been proof that 
not a few persons would take advantage of 
vaccination nrom the call It might be impos- 
sible to convince men who had a strong objection 
to vaccination to adopt such a S3rstem ; but those 
who wotdd not run the risk of opposing the 
present law, and yet felt that they were not 
right in exposing; their children to the dangers 
of vaccination from the human being, would, 
no doubt, avail themselves of the plan proposed 
by Dr. Cameron. 

Mr. Mitchell Henbt, M. P. for County 
Galway (formerly a London surgeon), while 
admitting that there was prima facie a case 
against vaccination, thought that ft hon. mem- 
bers would look back to the beginning of the 
century, when many persons lost their eyesight, 
not to speak of their lives, owing to the terrible 
scourge of smallpox, thev would scarcely be 
disposed to regard the suojeot in the spirit in 
which it seemed to have been approached by 
Mr. Taylor, the hon. member for Leicester. 
The cases in which that scourge had become 
epidemic showed, he contended, a lamentable 
failure in the manner in which vaccination bad 
been carried out, and he challenged his hon. 
friend, Mr. Taylor, to instance the case of one 
medical man of eminence in any country who 
was an anti-vaccinator. Where vaccination 
failed it was generally through the fault of the 
mother, and in smiulpox hospitals no nurses 
were attacked by the complaint unless they had 
been imperfectiy vaccinated. It was possible by 
careless vaccination that great evils might be 
produced upon particular individuals; but this 
was not an argument for doing away with vac- 
cination. It was an argument for taking care 
that vaccination was carefally performed. This 
was the very ground why successive Govern- 
ments were to be blamed for the stingy nuuiner 
in which they had conducted the vaccme estab- 
lishment in Ireland. One child might be the 
means of disseminating disease among a com- 
munity. We made vaccination compulsory on 
the same principle on which we prevented 
persons polluting streams from which drinking 
water was taken. Tyranny of that kind was 
the basis of civilisation, ^e individual must 
sacrifice his own prepossessions in favour of 
what the law had decided, on careful investi- 
gation, to be for the good of the public. 

Mr. DoDSON, M. P. for Chester, President of the 
Local Government Board, said the different objec- 
tions to the existing system had been prominently 
put forward, and it was an advantage that an 
established system should from time to time be 

?ut upon its trial. It was said that Sir Robert 
'eel opposed vaccination, but that was a long 
time ago, and it did not follow he would have 
opposed it now. He was not at all in favour of 
compulsion of the individual, and before com- 
pulsion was resorted to a preponderating and 
overwhelming case must he made out in the 
interest of the public at large. In regard to 
vaccination, he must say he did not tmnk its 
opponents had made out such a ease as woinld 
justify the House in overthxowing the pcMent 
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system. His hon. friend, Mr. Tavlor, the mem- 
l>er for Leicester, seemed to think that the law 
of compulsion applied only to one class of the 
community ; but the law was the same for all 
classes. Whoever omitted to have his child 
vaccinated was liable to the same penalty as 
the humblest individual. His hon. friend had 
quoted statistics, but statistics might be quoted 
one way or another. He referred to the epidemic 
in London a few years ago as showing that 
vaccination was ineffectual as a preventive of 
small-pox; but the annual average small-pox 
death-rate before vaccination was introduced 
was more than threefold the death-rate during 
that epidemic. The estimated small-pox death- 
rate last century was 8,000 per million of the 
population. The death-rate during that epidemic 
was only 928 per million. He thought the 
utmost that the member for Leicester had 
proved in his speech was that bad or careless 
vaccination mi^ht do a great deal of harm ; but 
he did not beheve that he proved that proper 
vaccination was conducive to harm. Dr. 
Cameron spoke strongly in favour of animal 
lymph, but he did not quite know whether he 
wished that the Yaccine Department should 
supply such lymph to all comers. It would 
be perfectly impossible to supply an unlinuted 
amount for the three-quartiBrs of a million 
vaccinations which occur annually. The De- 
partment had not been negligent on this ques- 
tion of vaccination from animal lymph. At 
first there were objections, but he believed more 
recent experience had removed to a great extent 
some of the objections. That being so, there 
was no wish on the part of the Department to 
be in any way a bar to experiments or to a 
practice which should conduce to the safety and 
health of the community. Therefore, he was 
prepared to say, on behalf of the Department, 
that they should make arrangements by which 
animal lymph might be supplied as stock to 
medical practitioners who might desire it ; but 
the DepaSrtment were determined to make sure 
of the origin of the lymph before they ventured 
to issue it. Referring to the criticism that had 
been passed on the Vaccine Department, he 
could assure the House that the greatest care 
was exercised to supply only the purest lymph. 
It was obtained from trusty vaccinators, and 
mierosoopically examined, in order to make sure 
that no Dlood was mixed with it. The source 
from which the lymph was taken was recorded, 
as was also its destination, and therefore, if any 
irregularity were discovered, it could be traced 
to its origin. He was not prepared to agree 
either to the resolution which had been proposed 
or to the amendment placed upon the paper. 
The Committee of 1871 had recommended the 
abolition of the multiple penalties, and that was 
a change which he was ready to submit to the 
approval of the House. The Bills introduced 
in 1872 or 1878 for the purpose of effecting such 
an alteration in the existing law had passed 
through the House of Commons, and only 
sufiered rejection in the House of Lords. He 
hoped the House would approve the proposal of 
the Gtrvenunent— namely, the abolition of the 
muMfle penaltieSf and the provision of facilities 



by which medical men would be able to obtain 
from the Vaccine Department a stock of animal 
lymph as well as humanised lymph. He hoped 
the movers of the resolutions would consent 
to withdraw them, and, if not, that the House 
would support the Government in resisting 
their adoption. 

Mr. ScLATBB-BooTH, M.P. for North Hants, 
and President of Local Government Board in 
the late Administration, said he had listened 
with great satisfaction to the statement of the 
right hon. gentleman, who had dealt with the 
subject in the way in which it ought to be 
treated. If Dr. Cameron were equally satisfied 
with that statement, he could only say that he 
would be willing to take something less than 
that with which he seemed disposed to be con- 
tented in the last Parliament. No Government, 
he might add, could for a moment consent to 
anything so revolutionary as the proposal of Mr. 
Taylor, while with the intention expressed by 
his right hon. friend to abolish multiple penalties, 
he entirely concurred. An Act of Parliament, 
however, would be necessary for the purpose. 

Lord B. Chubchill, M.P. for Woodstock, 
inquired whether it was really the intention of 
the Government to introduce a Bill to abolish 
repeated penalties for non- vaccination. 

Mr. Otway, M.P. for Rochester, inquired why 
a return which had been prepared on the sub- 
ject of vaccination more than a year ago was 
not forthcoming. He beUeved it would have 
thrown valuable Hght on the application of the 
law, which was not the same in the case of the 
poor and the rich. That a large number of 
people in this country should be opposed to 
vaccination to the extent of subjecting them- 
selves to pains and penalties was a very serious 
state of things. 

Mr. HiBBEBT, M.P. for Oldham, Secretary of 
tlie Local Government Board, promised that 
the return should be presented to the House 
as soon as possible. The lymph would be sup- 
plied to puhlic vaccinators and private practi- 
tioners in the same way as it was at present. 
His right hon. friend, Mr. Dodson, intended to 
introduce a bill to abolish multiple penalties, 
which he hoped would be passed this Session. 

Mr. A. M*Abthub, M.P. for Leicester, said he 
did not intend, at that late hour, to detain the 
House many minutes, but he wished to express 
the pleasure it afforded him to hear the an- 
nouncement that the Government were prepared 
to recommend the abolition of cumulative or 
successive penalties. That would be a great 
relief to many. He was not able to go quite so 
far as his hon. friend and colleague, and to vote 
for the discontinuance of compulsory vaccin- 
ation without farther information, and he could 
not beheve that an overwhelming majority of 
medical men were in league to injure the health 
of the community. But whether the opponents 
of compulsory vaccination were right or wrong, 
it was impossible not to sympathise with those 
who regarded themselves as persecuted for con- 
science sake, and whose convictions were so 
strong against vaccination that they suffered 
repeated fines and imprisonments sooner than 
subject their children to an operation which 
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It i<^ admitted by all acquainted with the 
imbjeet, that the true Vaccinia of Jenner ori- 
^nated in a disease of the horse known 
among?it farriers a^i *'the Grease/' and a case 
frilly bearing ont this yiew has been recorded 
\fj Mr. Langton in volmne X. of the Clinical 
Hociety'* Tran$aetir/n4, 

Granting, then, the identity of Vaccinia and 
Gretkne, the qne»tIoD arises, What is the relation 
of Grease to Glanders? And the answer to 
this appears to be that the two differ only in 
degree, and that Grease inoculated on the 
human subject, though usually followed by no 
very dangerous symptoms, may, and does in 
some cases, give rise to symptoms closely allied 
to Glanders. In corroboration of this, I may 
refer to three cases recorded by Mr. Cock in 
fhe Lancet for 1851, where the accidental in- 



unriBtrmT i£ 




-Ij 



tl^neigjiboiir- 



Jit»L :f Ijnniziir Hzw^. I sccrcEsed widi one of 
iiit j^iJ, misTiTTiH* OL isijt szJt^eci of raocin- 
uzi TT. H:f jnmsseiL «: see tttae- good in the 
-zLHiT jszif, ']iic mziL 2 ^:os'ascd as a chaim 
ZL sziul ^cT -iuii&£imis&. Fccpue must have a 
■r.iT^ JL rfriKm baf a wTrtiFTftil curatiTe 
"^"'ir^it* . S*7»i. TWTT^^sajc cTcn eompol- 
i..r7 T-nsczxaiaJi. nru a ff.irr' which it would 
':•: :;i^.r£r:cg ic rsctfcae wish. XoC to re£er to 
'iar^a£-:i2* :«tfi:rtf z sc STP^oe ''S^ iHiere and 



IT* M*! 



fy ibe incident re- 
=jie£ ziii if a irrtf^ w*5ch wninited from 
:cjd :c fiji jts£il rr:frHffB:i5. Sir John Holt, 




'iisue_zi ±je rosi. c£ William ITT., paid 

I wriEc. a ^tzs^^zdess youth, by 

iT iodf Tiisf- 2bs CD paivimient and 
iizur ^i« '-*rt? ifcfy «hat d^y would proTo 
a ■^.ir^ «: ««i75 t^ *^^^' Tears afterwards, 
:ii czecs ar jiidge, an old woman 
:i ':^re kir=. euriged with practising 
Th& g-rSaFTtfe aeamst her was this 
-■I'q-TTt'ar jcra^ zi parebmeni, wixich« she said, 
Lbi c«€=. £Li<fc c. &: hi3- "asandl"' by a young 
stziLecAS^ Sfr J-iihs. Hoh rdated the stoiTjii 
ec^zrs. acsi tLe cLl wczsaa was acquitted. The 
5zaii£<ssS part cf tbe ta£e is that many persons 
CiEif£Ta«i ibsssciTes to ba^e beoi cured of ague 
CT wcar^? the frarr*^. — J. Tot 



T r>fmM Mod: 



Ibe fiiih in ^^aerrria-wi is a sxmer^itum founded 
on i£=. rrant tbe«xaes of a pr niireraon which has 
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the ry'Iigic^is sapei^titions of priesthoods in dark 
ages. I suppose there must M a eertain quantity 
of s;q«ez$siiion in the worid, and it takes one 
form in one age, anothpr in another. In the 
middle ages we were priest ridden, and when 
the priests tumbled ofi^ the dociars and peeudo- 
scientLsts jumped up into the empty sadmes and 
have stuck on numfuUy erer since. Doctor- 
craft, like priestcraft, has hitherto been a strange 
mixture of self-interest and honest enough self- 
delusion, combined with conesponding delusion 
in the general pnUic Going arthar baek still 
than the priestcraft of the mUidle ages, we oome 
to the old Bomans. There we find ignorance^ 
superstition, and foDy, thou^ of eouiae, in 
different forms. 'Whenera' they suffered some 
national disaster, the Bomans, uinking it must 
be caused by the unchastity of a vestal yirgint 
burned one alive to amend matters. IVheneTer 
an epidemic occurred, their way of stopping it 
was to execute some public ftmetionariee of the 
locality, alleging that thev could not have offered 
up due sacrifices to .£scuiapiu8, or tiie pestilence 
never would have come. In these dlays when 
smaUpox breaks out in Londony mat^ftd of ex- 
ecuting the Lord Mayor, we UU a few Httle 
children by inoculating them with a disease from 
some four-footed beast. — FatkiaHM of Gke Dai^^ 
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terrible disease.'* Even Dr. Cameron in a 
recent letter to the Times admitted the recor- 
rence of a mortality almost as high as that 
experienced prior to the Vaccination Act, show- 
ing that ** either the protective virtaes of Vac- 
cination are mythical, or that there is something 
radically wrong in onr national system of Vac- 
cination.*' Again, what can we think when the 
old and exploded pretence is pnt forward that 
Vaccination is likely to exterminate small-pox ? 
Dr. Ballard, a Fellow of the petitioning College, 
a Medical Inspector of the I«ocal Government 
Board, and a recognised authority among vac- 
cinators, explicitly renounced the assumption so 
far back as 1868 in these words — 

'* Four years after the time when Dr. Jenner 
made the announcement of the protective power 
of the vaccine disease to the world he thus 
expressed himself — 

*' * It now becomes too manifest to admit of 
controversy that the annihilation of small-poXy 
the most dreadful scourge of the human species, 
must he the final result of this practice.' 

'*Dr. Jenner's sanguine hope has not been 
fulfilled. Experience has not verified his pre- 
diction. Small-pox has not been eradicated. 
Let me add that scientific observation and 
reasoning give no countenance to the beUef that 
it ever will be eradicated, even from civilised 
communities* '* 

It is in presence of facts like these that we are 
compelled to suspect that only on the reckoning 
of popular ignorance with readiness to listen 
and believe, statements are hazarded which no 
well-informed physician seriously beUeves. In 
the long run such dupHcity must have its 
Nemesis, but in the meanwhile, if " vaccination 
be preserved frt)m reproach," and anti- vaccin- 
ators continue to be discredited and harried, the 
future may be left to answer for itself. 

Incited by their medical officers, a deputation 
from the metropolitan unions and parishes 
waited upon the President of the Local Qovem- 
ment Board on 5th July, Sir Rutherford Alcock 
lending himself as spokesman for Bumbledon on 
the occasion. They had come, they said, to 
express the alarm wherewith they were affected 
by the proposed immunity firom vaccination on 
payment of limited penalties. Mr. Dodson 
begged them to calm their fears. The Govern- 
ment had no wish whatever to diminigh vaccina- 
tion, but the contrary. There were a number 
of people persuaded that vaccination was not 
only no defence against small-pox, but in itself 
injurious, and would not consent on any terms 
to vaccinate their children. They were fined 
over and over again, but their fines were paid, 
sometimes by friends, sometimes by societies. 



They thereby achieved notoriety, excited sym- 
pathy, and discredited vaccination. It was the 
opinion of the Government that a limit should 
be set to such prosecutions whilst a penalty was 
inflicted that would at the same time check 
wanton resistance and reckless neglect. It was 
not a question of principle, but of expediency. 
Sir Rutherford Alcock suggested whether im» 
prisonment might not be resorted to where fines 
were of no effect. Dr.Brewer thought the (Govern- 
ment should not forget the rights of the nnvaocin- 
ated children, nor the rights of the Taodnatedt 
who might catch small-pox from the onhappy 
children who were left unprotected. It was an 
unfortunate observation. Mr. Dodson pointed 
out that such an argument had a dangezons 
turn, for if vaccination secured a child from 
small-pox, how could an unvacdnated child 
imperil that security? Their contention, Mr. 
Dodson went on to observe, led straight to 
absolute compulsion, and he was not prepared 
to say that a poHceman should take a child from 
its mother's arms and hand it over to the doctor. 
" That's what we want done ! '* shrieked Bumble. 
'* That's what we want done ! *' but Dr. Brewer 
discreetly interposed, " No, no ; but the doctor 
might visit the child"; meaning, we suppose, 
that the policeman should stand outside until 
the doctor had exhausted his powers of per- 
suasion within. 

A deputation of this sort representing Ignor- 
ance prompted by Craft proves how thin is the 
varnish of English Uberty, and how ready it is 
to crack off and reveal the natural brute without 
regard for any will save his own. Much of the 
freedom we enjoy is not the result of deliberate 
conviction, but of the play of rival forces ; even 
as Belgium exists, not by grace of her nei^- 
bours, but by reason of their jealousy and 
animosities. It is evident that no abstract 
reverence for liberty preserves us from forcibia 
vaccination and re- vaccination at the hands of 
the doctors. However amiable as individoalB, 
in their corporate capacity they are as meroiless 
and mercenary, as unscrupulous and untmthfdl 
as any priesthood with mysteries and fsea 
annexed thereto. 



Mb. OcTAvms E. Coopb, M. P., speaking at 
Acton, on 7th July, observed, " I have always 
regarded Dr. Jenner as one of the greatest 
benefactors of mankind, but the Govenunent 
now propose, by allowing a man to pay a pound, 
to spread small-pox over lus neighboiuliood."— 
We oelieve Mr. Coope is a brewer, but when he 
speaks he should try to keep his beer out of Im 
brains. 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

Jenneb befobe Pabliament, 1802. 

Jenmeb was timid and indolent, and, though 
eager for reward, required much prompting to 
use the means to the end on which his heart 
was set. He wrote to Lord Sherborne to speak 
for him to Prime Minister Addington; but 
Sherborne replied, 23rd April, 1801, that he did 
not know Addington even by sight. He would 
however try to see Mr. Pitt, adding for encourage- 
ment and direction — 

"If patriot Qrattan gets ^850,000 for his 
patriotism, the true patriot Jenner deserves 
more : I am sure not less ; and less would be 
perfectly shabby to think of. I perfectly recol- 
lect Grattan's business. It was settled among 
his friends to propose iS100,000 for him, deter- 
mining to ask enough ; and fearing that sum 
would not be granted, one of his particular 
friends was to get up afterwards and propose 
;£50,000, which was immediately granted, and 
he took jB47,500 for prompt payment." 

Action had to be taken, and on 9th December, 

1801, Jenner went to London to prepare a 
petition to the House of Commons and to 
canvass for support. Even at the last moment, 
Wilberforce had to warn him, 24th Feb., 

1802, that no time was to be lost, or he would 
lose his chance for the year. After prolonged 
consultation with those accustomed to such 
business, the petition was got ready, and on 17th 
March, 1802, it was presented to the House of 
Commons. 

"The humble Petition of Edwabd Jenneb, 
Doctor of Physic, 
" Sheweth, 

" That your Petitioner having discovered that 
a disease which occasionally exists in a particular 
form among cattle, known by the name of the 
Cow-Pox, admits of being inoculated on the 
human frame mith the mott perfect ease and 
safety, and is attended with the singularly 
beneficial effect of rendering through life the 
persons so inoculated perfectly secure from the 
infection of smdll-pox. 

" That your Petitioner after a most attentive 
and laborious investigation of the subject, setting 
aside considerations of private and personal 
advantage, and anxious to promote the safety 
and wel&re of his Countrymen and of Mankind 
in general, did not wish to conceal the Discovery 
he so made of the mode of conducting this new 
species of Inoculation, but immediately disclosed 
the whole to the public ; and by communication 
with medical men in all parts of this Kingdom, 
andin ForeignCountries, sedulously endeavoured 
to spread the knowledge of his discovery and the 
benefit of his labours as widely as possible. 

*'That in this latter respect the views and 
wishes of your Petitioner have been completely 



fulfilled ; for to his high gratification he has to 
say that this Inoculation is in practice through- 
out a great proportion of the civilised world, and 
has in particular been productive of great advan- 
tage to these Kingdoms, in consequence of its 
being introduced, under authority, into the 
Army and Navy. 

"That the said Inoculation hath already 
checked the progress of the Small- Pox, and from 
its nature mtist finally annihilate that dreadful 
disorder. 

** That the series of experiments by which this 
discovery was developed and completed have 
not only occupied a considerable portion of your 
Petitioner's Hfe, and have not merely been a 
cause of great expense and anxiety to him, but 
have so interrupted him in the ordinary exercise 
of his profession as materially to abridge its 
pecuniary advantages without their being coun- 
ter balanced by those derived from the new 
practice. 

" Your Petitioner, therefore, with the full 
persuasion that he shall meet with that 
attention and indulgence of which this 
Honourable House may deem him worthy, 
humbly prays this Honourable House to 
take the premises into consideration, and to 
grant him such remunerJEition as to their 
wisdom shall seem meet.*' 

What first strikes a reader of this Petition is 
the silence about Horse-Grease, Jenner's peculiar 
claim, and his remorseless appropriation of the 
labours of Pearson and others in diffusing the 
knowledge of the New Inoculation and convert- 
ing it to working practice. If even we allowed 
that Cow-Pox was a preventive of Small-Pox, 
we should still have to say that Jenner^s personal 
claims were grossly exaggerated. 

The Prime Minister, Mr. Addington (after- 
wards Viscoimt Sidmouth), informed the House 
that he had taken the King's pleasure on the 
contents of the petition, and that his Majesty 
recommended it strongly to the consideration of 
Parhament. It was referred to a committee of 
which Admiral Berkeley, a zealous believer in 
Jenner, was appointed chairman. The points 
to which the committee chiefly directed their 
inquiries were — 

I. — The utility of the discovery itself. 

II. — The right of the petitioner to the dis- 
covery. 

III. — The sacrifices of the petitioner in mak- 
mg the discovery. 

As an investigation the work of the Committee 
was illusory. The points were decided in the 
petitioner's favour from the outset. There was no 
devil's advocate. Dr. Moseley, Mr. Birch, and 
Dr. Rowley, who became Jenner's active anta- 
gonists, were summoned, but the matter was 
new to them : they had not had time to collect 
evidence and formulate conclusionB : a remedy 
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lus wBi iTj project S^r & lifetm:^ Asd to mrnfrv 
late fsiAlI'pox. azmo^zced in 1796. w%s to be 
airrsdfeated en in 18^! On t2:e ether Irari.i. 
Jecner's friend* were in£:::entLiI ftni aedre. and 
iised the cppcrt;inisT t> |»nuie cLeir 
ftiecgtL in hst faTocr. TLe r^' 
especiallj vae cnrMcrred &nd 

Dr. J AXES Sixs, president of the London 
Hedieal Sccictr, laid l«fvre the eczmninee a 
unaninions reschztion of the SocietT in Jenner's 
fkroxa. He laid be was at first adrene to 
Vaccine Inccnlatfos. bot his confidence in it 
waa now inereaaing erenr hour. It introdoeed 
no other diaease to the hnman frame, whilst it 
made an end d the poasibilitT of small-poXt a 
{\nnktr that proved fatal to one in six of thoae 
it attacked He had nerer eren heard of Cow- 
Pox befiore tiie publication of the Inqmiry^ and 
regarded the diseorery therein commimieated 
aa the most nsefdl erer made in medirine. If 
Jenner had kept and traded on his leci c t , he 
mi^t hare become the richest man in these 
kmgdoms. 

Sir GiLBKBT Blaxe related how the New 
Inoculation had been introdaced to the XaTr. 
He had had the men on board the Kenij man- 
of-war, inoculated with cow-pox. and then with 
small-pox, and not one took the latter disease. 
Of ereiy 1000 deaths in the comitrr, small-pox 
was accountable for 95. Taking London as the 
standard, 45,000 must perish annually from 
small-pox in the United Kingdom. As soon as 
the remedy disooTered by Jenner became uni- 
Tersal that large mortality would cease. 

Dr. Lettsox, a popular physician, a member 
of the Society of Friends, and a hearty sup- 
porter of Jenner, said he had paid much atten- 
tion to small-pox statistics. Taking London 
and the out-parishes as containing neaily 
1,000,000 inhabitants, he calculated that eight a 
day, or 8000 annually died of small-pox. Allow- 
ing Great Britain and Ireland to have a popula- 
tion of 12,000,000, that would give a mortality 
of not less than 86,000 per ^nnntn from small- 
pox. He had reason to conclude that about 
60,000 persons had undergone the Kew Inocula- 
tion up to date. He did not think that the 
genuine cow-pox when inoculated could ever 
prove fatal. Had Jenner kept his remedy 
secret he might have derived immense pe- 
cuniary profits firom it, as did the Suttons by 
their improved practice of variolous inoculation. 

Asked whether he had known any inoculated 
with small-pox subsequently contract small-pox, 
he replied that he had two relatives inoculated, 
who afterwards had small-pox, and one of them 



He had reecndy rttetidfwl two fsmiliM, 
in eadh of which a child inoculated was laid up 
a year after the operation with small-pox. 

Dr. W00DVIU.E, fixgivxng Jenner*s evil treai- 
mPTt. came. Eke a good Friend, to bear witness 
xtj his confidence in tiie new practice. He had 
leamt to prefier Taccxne to Tsiiolous inoculation 
at the HoepitaL He had, up to January, 180S, 
operated widi eow-pox on 7,500 patients. About 
half of them had been subjected to the vaziblous 



Dr. Bbadlst, physician, to the Westnunster 
HoepitaL said he looked on Jenner as the author 
of Vaedne Inocnlatinn, and believed no medioal 
man doubted iL As aeddentsl inoculation wilh 
cow-pox was proved to keep off small-pox liar 
life, it was matter of course that intentional 
inoculation would do so also. Not less than 
2,000,000 of persons had received Taoeme inoea* 
lation, and he had never known an instance of 
any one dying of it. One in 800 died of small- 
pox inoculation in F.ngland, and not less than 
1 in 150 throughout the rest of Europe, Asia, 
Africa and America. Had Jetmer settled in 
London he might have made ^10,000 per ^wwnwi 
for the first five years, and double that sum 



Sir Waltkb FasQUHam, ^ysidan to the 
Prince of Wales, had told Jenner that if he had 
come to London and kept his secret, he would 
have ensured him j£10,000 a year. He had 
however divulged his secret and lost all chance 
of emolument. His remedy was a pennanent 
security against smaU-pox, and had nerar 
proved fiital ; whilst variolous inoculation^ per- 
formed in the best manner, cost one life in 
three hundred. 

Mr. Clink, surgeon to St. Thomas's Hospital, 
conoborated the opinion that Jenner could haye 
earned j£10,000 a year in London by means of 
lus secret. As small-pox was the most deetme- 
tive of all diseases, its suppression was the 
greatest discovery ever made in the praotioe of 
physic 

Mr. JoHX Gbiffiths, surgeon to the Queen's 
Household and St. George's Hospital, had in- 
oculated upwards of 1500 persons with cow-pox 
without any untoward symptoms. 

Mr. James Supsox, surgeon to the Buniey 
Dispensary, had inoculated between 50 and 60 
without any ii^'ury. Considered them perfeetilj 
secure firom small-pox. A child of nine months 
covered with eru9ia laetea resisted all the usual 
remedies, but on the tenth day after he had in* 
oculated it with cow-pox, the emst began to dis- 
appear, and on the twelfth day was entirdy goos* 
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Dr. JosBPH Marshatj. related bis experience 
as a vaccine inoculator in the Navy and at 
Gibraltar, Malta, Palermo, Naples, Rome and 
Genoa. Everywhere was successful. Believed 
be bad operated on 10,000, and never witnessed 
any ill consequences whatever. On the con- 
trary, children in a weak state of health, after 
passing through the vaccine infection, began to 
thrive and become vigorous. 

Wr. John Addinoton, surgeon, had used 
Jenner's remedy since 1799 in 81 cases. One 
third of these be had inoculated with small-pox, 
and subjected to every method of infection he 
could devise, but found them perfectly proof 
against the disease. 

Dr. Skst, physician tothe Worcester Hospital, 
testified that in the spring of 1801 small-pox 
was epidemic in Worcester. He inoculated a 
number of children with cow-pox, and none of 
them took small-pox although constantly ex- 
posed to contagion. 

Dr. Thobntom, physician to the Marylebone 
Dispensary, had inoculated a patient with cow- 
pox, and afterwards with small-pox at twelve 
different times during the past three years with- 
out effect. He had even slept with a person in 
natural small-pox, who died, but took no harm. 
When at Lord Lonsdale's in the North he had 
operated on upwards of 1000, and had com- 
pletely satisfied himself, and all the medical 
practitioners in that part of England, tliat 
cow-pox was a mild disease, hardly deserving 
the name of a disease. It was not conta- 
gious; it never disfigured the person, never 
produced blindness, nor excited other diseases. 
It was equally safe whether during the period 
of pregnancy, or the earhest infansy, or extreme 
old age. 

Dr. Baillie thus gave his influential judg- 
ment — *'I think cow-pox an extremely mild 
disease, and when a patient has properly under- 
gone it, he is perfectly secure from the future 
infection of smaU-pox: and further, if Dr. 
Jenner had not chosen openly and honourably 
to explain to the public all he knew upon the 
subject, he might have acquired a considerable 
fortune. In my opinion it is the most impor- 
tant discovery ever made in medicine." 

Mr. David Taylob, surgeon of Wootton-under- 
Edge, had inoculated about 2000 persons with 
cow-pox without a single failure, nor had he 
met with any ulcerations, tumours, or other 
diseases following the operation. He knew 
Jenner's practice in Gloucestershire. It was in 
a very populous neighbourhood where there was 
not another physician within sixteen miles. He 



had surrendered an income of ;860O a year to 
devote himself to the public service. 

As a final specimen of this medical evidence 
we may cite, Mr. John Ring, the petitioner's 
valiant henchman — Ho considered Jenner the 
author of Vaccine Inoculation, a discovery the 
most valuable and important ever made by man. 
It was a perfect and pcrmaoent security against 
small-pox. He had himself inoculated about 
1200, of whom 1000 had exposed themselves to 
small-pox infection with impunity. There was 
no danger- whatever from the New Inoculation 
unless from ignorance and neglect. One in 
every 100 inoculated with small-pox in London 
djed, owing to the unwholesome atmosphere and 
the necessity of operating on children at an 
improper age. If Jenner had kept his dis- 
covery to himself he might have made ^10,000 
a year by it; for others had got as much or 
more by the practice of physic. 

This evidence may be thought tedious, but 
better than any secondary description it will 
enable the reader to appreciate the furore of the 
time as it affected the leaders of the medical 
world. The social influence brought to bear in 
favour of Jenner was scarcely less distingiiished. 

The Duke of Clarence testified that he ha<l 
availed himself of Jenner's discovery from the 
outset. His children, his household and farm 
servants wore all protected. A postiUion posi- 
tively refused to be operated on, and eighteen 
months after he caught small-pox in the most 
virulent form. Childi*en who had undergone 
cow-pox were constantly in the room where the 
lad lay and suffered no harm. 

The Earl of Berkeley had his son inoculated 
with cow-pox by Dr. Jenner at the age of six 
months. One of his maid-servants took small- 
pox and died, and the effluvia during her illness 
was so offensive that his servants had to move 
to another part of the house. To test the 
reaUty of his son's protection, he sent for Jenner, 
and got him to inoculate the boy with pox from 
the maid. The child was found to be proof, for 
the inoculation had no effect — To illustrate the 
validity of the Gloucestershire tradition, he 
related how a man of 72 in his service had 
caught cow-pox when a boy of 15 whilst milking, 
and in consequence always reckoned himself 
secure from small-pox, exposing himself to the 
disease with complete indifference. 

Lord Rous gave similar evidence. TTih child 
had been inoculated with cow-pox at the age of 
three months, and he was perfectly satisfied 
that he could never have small-pox. 

Then there were lay practitioners of whom 
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Jetmer'B oeplisw, the Bev. O. C. JeiiKEa, mAf 
be taken as an example. He bore witness th&t 
lie had inoculated 3000 with cow-poi without 
a single unfavonrable case, from the earlieet 
infancy to eighty years of age, and nnder cir- 
cumstances in which it would not be prndent to 
nse variolous viruB ; as, for example, children 
dnring teething and women in every stage of 
pregnancy. Upwards of 200 of his patients bad 
been afterwards inoculated with active small- 
pox matter, and an equal number exposed to 
variolous efQnvia, and in no instance did small- 
pox ensue. He wa« satisfied that as soon as the 
new practice became nniversal, small-pox would 
be annihilated. 

An early date being wanted for " the discovery," 
Edwakd Gardner, wine and spirit merchant, 
was brought from Gloucester to affirm that he 
bad known Jenner for more than twenty-two 
years, and had been in the constant habit of 
hearing his medical opinions and discoveries. 
It was in the month of May, 1780 tliat Jenner 
first informed him concerning the nature of 
Dow-poi as a sure preventive of small-poi, and 
of the theory he had formed on the subject ; 
declaring his fuJl and perfect confidence that 
the vims might be continued in perpetuity from 
one human being to another until small-poi 
was extinguished. 

It is needless to stigmatise Oardoer's testimony 
afresh. It possibly bad its foundation in Jenner 
discussing the familiar rural faith in Cow-pox. 
Sir EvERARD Home mentioned to the Committee 
that Jenner had brought a drawing to Loudon 
in 1788 of Variola Vaccince as it appeared on 
the finger of a milker, and liad shown it to Jolm 
Hunter, who advised him to look further into 
the matter; but it was not pretended that he 
spoke to Hunter of the matured conviction 
revealed to Gardner eight years before. 

The Committee heard evidence as to the 
knowledge and use of cow-poi apart from Jeuner, 
and their verdict was given as follows — 

" The disorder itself, and its specific property 
of securing against small-pox infection, wom not 
a ditcovery of Dr. Jenner' t; for in various 
parts of England, in Gloucestershire and Devon- 
shire particularly, there was an opinion of that 
sort current among the common people employed 
in dairies, which the observations of tlie inocu- 
lators for the small-pox tended to confirm. It 
appears not improbable that in some very rare 
instances this knowledge was curried one Rtep 
brther. and that the Gow-Poi was communi- 
eated either by handling the teat, or by inocula- 
tion from the animal, for the purpose and with 
"~ ~ intention of securing against the danger of 
""■Pox; hut the practiee of tirhUh Dr. 



Jenner aaieris kimtelf to be the original imienlor 
M, the inoculation from one human being to 
another, and the mode of transferring ijtde- 
finitely, the raeciTte matter without any iliminu- 
lion of ite ipecific power, to which it does not 
appear that any person has ever alleged a title." 

Here the Committee disallowed Jenner's claim 
set forth in the Petition, that he disoovered 
Cow-Fox Inoculatiou with its benefits, whilst 
indicating the true point of novelty, namely, tha 
transfer from arm to arm of the virus. At the 
same time, it should not be forgotten that 
inoculation from arm to arm with " mild kinds 
of small-poi" was an existing praotioe, and 
therefore there was little merit to speak of in 
Jenner doing the same thing with cow-pox. 

There was no devil's advocate, we said, but 
it may be held that Dr. Pearson assumed that 
office. He was heard with impatience, and 
afterwards delivered his mind in An Examina- 
tion, to which we shall presently refer. 

The Beport to the House was l»T>aght np on 
the 2nd of June, 1802, and was conclusive as 
to the utility of the discovery. Indeed, the 
evidence on tliat head was only cut short because 
it threatened to be interminable. The judgment 
of the Committee reiterated the common enthus- 
iasm — " As soon as the Mew Inoculation becomes 
universal, it mait ahtolulely extinguish one of 
the most destructivB disorders by which tha 
human race has been visited." 

Admiral Berkeley, chairman of the Com- 
mittee, commended the Report to the House. 
He considered the discovery as unquestionably 
the greatest over made for the preservation of 
the human species. It tvai proved that in tha 
United Kingdom 45,000 perished annually tram 
small-pox ; but throughout the world what was 
the desolation t Not a second struck but m 
victim was sacrificed at the altar of tiiat most 
horrible of diseases. He should therefore move 
that a sum of not less than £10,000 be granted 
to the Petitioner, but if the House thought fit to 
adopt any larger sum, he should hold himself 
free to vote for it. Why, Dr. Jenner's expenses 
in postage alone had been from 25s. to SOs. m 

Su- Henbt MtLDHAV did not think £10,000 at 
all adequate. Had Jenner kept his Beoi«t ha 
might have Tnade at leaat £100,000. He moved 
that he should have £20,000. 

Mr. WiHDHAM said the Fetitaoner bad sor- 
rendered his discover; to his oonntay, and was 
therefore entitled to remnneration. The dis- 
covery had been the labour of yean And th* 
fruit of extennve ^motioa. 
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Sir Jaxbs Singlaib Ebskikb was assured that 
Dr. Jenner had expended ^£6000 in the propaga- 
tion of his discovery, and if he had j910,000, he 
would be left with no more than j£4000. Be- 
sides, he had given up a practice of £QO0 a year 
to benefit his fellow-creatures. 

Mr. CouBTNET observed that the evidence 
showed that 40,000 men would be annually 
preserved to the State by the New Inoculation. 
These would return ^£200,000 a year to the 
Exchequer, and if the Petitioner had only a 
tithe of that sum for one year, he was entitled 
to ^20,000. 

Mr. WiLBEBFOBGE stated that Dr. Jenner had 
spent upwards of twenty years in completing 
his discovery. He was no adventurer seeking 
to push himself before the world. He had 
already attained to great celebrity in his pro- 
fession, and had sacrificed his practice for the 
public good. In every view he thought the 
larger sum ought to be granted. 

Mr. Gbet thought j£10,000 would be no more 
than an indenmity for expenses. He hoped the 
House would vote for ^20,000. 

Mr. Bankes said there was no question as to 
the utility of the discovery. If he felt more 
niggardly than other members, it was because 
his paramount duty consisted in guarding the 
public purse. That purse was a large one, but 
it was not to be dipped into at pleasure. The 
strength of the country lay in economy and sound 
finance. He did not see that a case had been 
made out for so large a sum as j810,000. The 
discovery itself might be trusted to pay its 
author. He always looked on the Report of a 
Gonmiittee with jealousy, for it was controlled 
by the friends of the Petitioner, and there was 
no one with sufficient motive to provide the 
correctives required in the public interest. 

Mr. Addinoton, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
held that the value of the discovery was without 
example and beyond calculation. So much, 
indeed, was not contested. The Petitioner had 
received the highest reward in the approbation, 
the Tumnimous approbation, of the House ; an 
approbation richly deserved, since it was the 
result of the greaUst discovery since the creation 
of man. Whatever money the House might see 
fit to vote on some future occasion, his present 
duty was to recommend the smaller sum of 
iB10,000. In doing so, he admitted, he sur- 
rendered his private inclination to his sense of 
public duty. He had, however, the satisfaction 
in knowing that this discussion had conferred 
on Dr. Jenner a reward that would endure for 
ever, whilst the comfort of his family would be 



amply ensured in the extension of practice that 
would follow the approbation of the House. 

The question was then put that the words 
^10,000 do stand part of the resolution ; when 
the Committee divided — ^Ayes 59, Noes 56, 
Majority 3. 

The discussion in the House of Conmions 
shows how deep and wide was the general craze. 
Facts and figures were evolved at discretion 
and repeated indiscriminately. To rave about 
Jenner, the saviour from small-pox, was the 
mode. It was as if the cry had gone forth, 
*^ Let's all go mad together ! '* Mr. Dunning, a 
surgeon, otherwise rational, broke into prophetic 
fury— 

" With pride, with just and national pride, we 
boast a Newton and a Harvey; posterity will 
boast a Jenner I "* 

Considering the value set on ** the great dis- 
covery," the award of j610,000 was not excessive. 
In the Medical Journal it stands recorded — 

** We have never witnessed a more unanimous 
and general disappointment than that which 
has been expressed, not only by the profession, 
but by the public at large, at the smaUness of 
the remuneration."! 

On the other hand, it was to be remembered 
that the times were dark and hard, cruelly hard, 
through war and scanty harvests ; the quartern 
loaf selling at Is. lid., a significant index of the 
people*s misery. 

Dr. Pearson speedily reviewed the operations 
of the House of Commons in the matter of 
Cow-Pox. I He pointed out that Jenner had 
got his money for a claim different from the 
inadmissible one asserted in his Petition ; and 
then proceeded to set forth how much the work- 
ing practice of arm to arm inoculation owed to 
his own labours and those of Dr. Woodville. 
He had started from the Inquiry immediately 
after its publication in 1798, and, from the time 
of starting, he owed nothing to Jenner in the 
shape of assistance or advice. Cow-Pox Inocula- 
tion as exhibited in the Inquiry was in the 
most rudimentary condition — 

** The whole of Jenner's experience extended 
to seven or eight cases, and a part only of these, 
namely, four, were from human subject to 
human subject; and not until long after Dr. 
Woodville and myself had published several 
liimdred instances of vaccine virus transmitted 
from arm to arm, had he any experiments to 
set alongside ours." 

They had to find out for themselves when to 
take virus from the cow, how to preserve it 



• Mtdical Journal, Jan. , 1802. t lb. , July, 1802. 

t Examination of Report qf Commutes cf Hotue q/ Com- 
mmit. By GeoFjj^ Pearson, M.D., F. R.S. London: 1802. 
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when taken, how to dress inoculated arms, when 
to take virus from the arm, and, in short, to do 
everything that constitutes the difference be- 
tween a suggestion and an art. He allowed 
that but for the publication of the Inquiry in 
1798, the profession might still have remained 
in ignorance of Vaccine Inoculation, but to 
that advertisement Jenner's merit was limited. 
The development and dififusion of the practice 
were due to other hands. 

As to Jenner's keeping his secret and making 
a great fortune out of it, he replied, first, that 
he had not proved his remedy ; second, that he 
would have had to persuade the public to believe 
in him ; and, third, that too much was known 
about Cow-Pox in Jenner's country to have 
made a secret possible. Moreover, the talk 
about ^10,000 a year and a fortune of ^150,000 
was absurd — 

** Such a fortune no one ever acquired by 
physic in this or any other country — far exceed- 
ing the greatest ever known, tho^se of Sir 
Theodore May erne in the first half of the 17th 
Century, and of the still greater one of Dr. 
Batcliffe in the early part of last Century." 

When it was farther said, that experiments in 
Vaccine Inoculation had occupied twenty years 
of Jenner's life, that they had cost him £6000, and 
that he had surrendered a practice of £600 a 
year in the populous neighbourhood of Berkeley 
for the pubhc benefit* — he would not trust him- 
self to characterise the allegations. 

Pearson's Examination is written with vigour 
and perspicuity; it abounds in curious details 
as to rural faith in Cow-Pox ; and whilst ex- 
hibiting the detestation of an honest heart for 
imposture, is whoUy free from malice. For 
himself he wanted nothing. He was willing 
that Jenner should be rewarded, but insisted 
that the reward be conceded in conformity with 
matter-of-fact. Where others had gone crazed, 
he preserved some degree of sanity, holding it 
premature to proclaim the extinction of SmaU- 
Pox, or to say with Jenner that assertions of 
disaster from inoculated Cow-Pox were beneath 
contempt. 

It is said that in hurricanes of panic or 
enthusiasm, wise men go home and keep quiet 
until the sky clears, for resistance is folly. 
Pearson took Uttle by his protest, and was set 
down as jealous and envious. Jenner attempted 
no reply, and assimied profound disdain. His 
silence was judicious, but it was not from disdain. 



* When it wm said that Jenner was the only phytieian 
within tixteen miles of populous Berkeley, it was meant that 
he was the only greneral practitioner hereabout who had 
thought it worth while to piirchaii« M.D. from St Andrews. 



SMALL-POX MANUFACTORIES IN THE 
REIGN OF GEORGE IIL 

I SUBJOIN a few extracts from a desoription of 
the prisons of England and Scotland, by Dr. 
Lettsom and Mr. Neild, seventy or eighty years 
ago, which will go far to explain the prevalence 
of zymotic disease among the vagabond portion 
of the population : — 

Norwich Pbison. — " Sewerage very offensive. 
Dead wells without drainage. I had to retreat 
one ramy morning from the jailor's parlour, the 
smell was so unbearably nauseous. These too 
often neglected matters are of the greatest con- 
sequence, and are principal ingredients of un- 
healthiness." 

Monmouth Gaol. — " An offensive tub in one 
comer of the day-room, which was emptied 
once a quarter." 

Aston Gaol (near BirminghamL — "Two 
dark, damp sleeping-rooms, down ten steps, 
through a trap door level with the court. Un- 
fit for any human being." 

Coventry Gaol. — " Descent of twelve steps 
into four damp and offensive dungeons, nine 
feet by six. Kettles of pitch and tar are burnt 
in them every other day ; also fumigation with 
vinegar. A disgrace to the city. Debtors 
rooms fumigated with vinegar twice a-week." 

Our ancestors did not approve of the removal 
of the cause : they preferred to undergo " pro- 
tection " against the effect. 

We have a vivid description of the gaol of 
BristoL It contained, as usual, a most offen- 
sive sewer : — 

"In 1801, seventeen prisoners slept in the 
Pit, down 18 steps. The turnkey told me he 
was BO affected by the putrid steam which issued 
from the dungeon when he unlocked the door in 
a morning, it was enough to strike liitn down. 
What must the miserable wretches suffer who 
are confined the whole night in such hotbeds of 
disease 1 " 

Such is the remark of Mr. Neild; and Dr. 
Lettsom says, in 1807 : — 

" This is a noxious and filthy prison. A per- 
son issuing from these sources of contagion may 
enter on board a vessel, and, without apparent 
disease, may be so imbued with infection as to 
endanger the whole crew." 

Cardioan, Doloellt, Beauicaris. — " These 

prisons are in a filthy state." 

Penwith. — "The stench of the privies and 
neighbouiing horseyard affected the health.'* 

Dunbar Prison. — "In the most filthy state 
imaginable." 

Glasgow Tolbooth. — " Is offensive and 
filtliy in the extreme. Intolerable stench frxmi 
putrid fish offal among the loads of ashes. Cells 
so offensive that I wonder how any human be- 
ing can live. The half-tubs are not remoTed 
till full." 
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Dr. LettBom says : — 

" It is too often the odour of stagnant water 
[sewage ?] over which the prisoner reposes.'* 

Chester. — ^The water supplied is filthy in the 
extreme. The horrid dungeon in wluch the 
felons sleep is 14 feet by 8, and the descent is 
18 steps. Totally dark, and ventilated by a 
couple of one-inch pipes, lately increased by a 
couple of two-inch pipes. The mayor accom- 
panied me to the bottom step, but the water 
prevented his going further." 

LrvERpooL Borough Gaol. — " Filthy in the 
extreme. Large dunghill with poultry. Seven 
sleeping rooms, 6 feet square, to lodge three or 
four each, ventilated by a hole in the door." 

This terrible treatment of prisoners was a 
remnant of medioevalism. The Earl of Wor- 
cester was imprisoned in the Tower in 1650 and 
the small-pox was under the same roof. Biddle 
the Quaker died of the filth of a prison in hot 
weather (says Wood) in 1662. And half a cen- 
tury earlier Lord Bacon wrote — " The most 
pernicious infection, next to the plague, is the 
smell of the jail, where prisoners have been 
nastily kept." 

Dr. Lettsom says : — 

** It has often occasioned surprise to me that 
water should be an object of little or no atten- 
tion with the public. Were the numerous 
sewers which are emptied into the Thames, and 
the matters with which other streams are im- 
pregnated, considered, most persons would feel 
disgusted, and desire to have this universal fluid 
rendered more healthy and palatable." 

To this description of prison life let me add a 
picture of the lodging-houses for trampers, ex- 
tracted firom the report of the Commission of 
1842. 

Birmingham. — ** The lodging-houses generally 
in a very filthy condition." 

Barnbt. — '* Lodging-houses for trampers are 
a prolific source of disease." 

Manchester. — "No description can convey 
an accurate idea of the abominable state of 
these dens of filth, disease, and wretchedness. 
Where cellars are used as lodging-houses, the 
back room is generally the sleeping apartment, 
and ventilation is impossible. The crowded 
beds are promiscuously filled, and the suffocat- 
ing stencn is almost intolerable. 

Macclesfield. — "The lodging-houses are a 
fruitful source of fever." 

Durham. — " Lodging-houses are a fruitful 
source of generating and propagating contagiouR 
diseases. The stench of excrementitious matter 
in the rooms being most revolting." 

Dr. Heberden, in 1800, says : — 

" The annual pestilential fever of Constan- 
tinople very muon resembles that of our gaols 
and crowded hospitals." 



Since the introduction of proper sewerage and 
ventilation our prisons have been reHeved from 
epidemic visitations, not only of small-pox but 
of the allied zymotic spreading diseases. For- 
merly the gaol was offcen ravaged when the 
town was free; now the gaol is proverbially 
safe, even when the town is ravaged. Mr. Baw- 
linson says, " We have advanced so for in the 
road of national improvement as to have made 
zymotic disease in a prison impossible." 

It is difficult to realise the amount of nuis- 
ance which the open-air life of our agricultural 
ancestors enabled them to endure— the dung- 
heap at almost every village door ; the sewage 
percolating into nearly every well. When these 
farmyard habits of daily life were transplanted 
by the surplus population into the narrow lanes 
of the manufacturing towns the era of epidemics 
commenced, and the infallible " preservatives " 
were puffed in the press and sold in the streets, 
changing with fashion as our cow-lymph is 
changing into calf, each improvement being 
doubtless a " purer " form of imaginary protec- 
tion til an its predecessor and rival. 

After perusing the above specimens of the 
habits and resorts of the lowest order of the 
proletariat of the eighteenth century, we are 
not surprised to read in the Oentleman's Maga- 
zine of 1804, that "it is the poor, wretched 
families that suffer most from small-pox." 
Vaccination is not a disinfectant of sewer gas. 
And yet in the hottest times of furious vac- 
cinating and inoculating philanthropy there 
have been medical men capable of forming 
reasonable views, and fearless of enunciating 
them. Thus, in 1808, Dr. Mitchill, of New 
York, wrote to Dr. Lettsom — 

"Nightsoil nuisances have been collecting in 
our city ever since its first settlement. Fifty 
acres of artificial land have been made and 
built upon by filling up low grounds with these 
putrifying substances. These animal and vege- 
table remains have spoiled most of our wells, 
and deteriorated the rest. They are accumu- 
lating prodigiously on us, and no general or 
permanent plan of removal has been adopted. 
From this foul coUuvies, increasing most rapidly 
from year to year, a world of febrile mischief 
may be expected. This year Fahrenheit has 
marked 82 to 94 degrees in the shade for weeks, 
and the contents of unalkalised British ships 
turn to pestilential air in our harbours, and ex- 
cite yellow fever in the British seamen on 
board, when there is no such disease, nor any- 
thing like it, in the city." — H. D. Dudqeon. 



The Hon. Auberon Herbert writes to Mr. 
Henry Pitman — " I am thoroughly opposed to 
compulsory vaccination." 
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THE GREATEST TRIUMPH OF 
SCEENCE. 

That is one of the phrases nsed by its high 
priests in praise of vaccination. Yet the vehicle 
oy which this ** triumph of science" is to be 
perpetuated, is as little understood now as ever 
by its devout and believing operators. At no 
period has it been known what cow-pox matter 
is. Jenner at first thought it was horse grease 
exudation filtered through the cow; he after- 
wards thought both it and horse grease were 
small-pox on the animal. Both points were 
contested then — are contested now. Some 
like Mr. Fleming think the cow-pox a disease 
auigenerU, and hotly contest Jenner's defini- 
tions. Some think it is possible now to find 
*' genuine cow-pox ; " others seem in despair of 
meeting with a case. These are questions 
debated with the utmost gravity by learned 
physicians. From the smallest licensed apothe- 
cary up to Sir Thomas Watson, M.D., the pro- 
fession is stirred upon this subject, and Why ? 
The answer is one equally grave to the profes- 
sion, and ridiculous to the outside and unpre- 
judiced observer. The reason is, that no matter 
what kind, sort, or genus of cow-pox virus is 
used, the failures as regards the supposed pro- 
tection from small-pox are too frequent to be 
overlooked by the most bigoted partisan, and 
cause the greatest concern. 

It is true the priests of this superstition still 
swear by the same name, and perform the same 
rite as of yore ; that in proportion as the rite 
fedls they are mad with rage, as Baal's prophets 
were, with those who mock their zeal and their 
performances; but the '* failures multiply*' now, 
as Dr. Baron records them to have done in 
1804-6. 

It never seems to occur to these foolish priests 
that they are working at a superstition, that 
there is no more conmion-sense in their doings 
than there was in the exercises of the prophets 
of Baal, or in a Zulu medicine man's perform- 
ances. 

Dr. Cameron is one of the strong Jennerian 

Ehalanx, yet he is uneasy. He is a firm 
eUever in the rite, but finds something wrong 
in the system, or tiie virtues ** must be mythi- 
cal." "Forbid the latter thought 1" says the 
prophet of vaccine. What then ? The ** lymph" 
must need renewing. And so he goes to Govern- 
ment begging them to renew it. But what is it 
to be renewed with ? Dr. Cameron's greatest 
distress is spent over the age and number of 
transmissions of the ordinary Jennerian virus. 
He is troubled at the " failures " he cannot be 
blind to, but puts them down to this cause. 
He becomes confident in proportion as the 
chances of a change are apparent: wastes his 
brea^ in predicting just as Edward Jenner did, 
a complete banishment of the small-pox, or, at 
any rate, a " reduction of the deaths to nil," if 
the animal virus he favours is adopted. Govern- 
ment agrees. The animal virus is to be adopted, 
the fears from numerous transmissions are 
gone, and all is to work well. 

But unfortunately Dr. Cameron is not the 
whole profession. The Lancet scores a " suc- 
cess" ^r Dr. Cameron and then proceeds to 



blow cold upon it. And the most enrioiis thing 
is that the very danger Dr. Cameron wishes to 
avoid, viz., the risk of weakened vims from 
" long continued transmissions," is the very one 
the Lancet most dreads. It says (19th June), 
*' It seems to us obviauMly undesirable that in 
conunencing this great experiment (I) we should 
have to depend for its origination upon stocks 
of lymph derived either firam the Continent or 
the United States, which have undergone more 
or less numerous transmissions from animal to 
animal" Yet there is nothing else for it. Dr. 
Martin tells us he offered a reward for years for 
a case of genuine cow-pox, and never found 
what he so earnestly sou^t. And so we are 
again paying much public money for a " great 
experiment ! " For neariy eighty years we have 
been paying for this great experiment, and are 
no nearer certainty than ever, and that because 
the thing is a mere superstition. 

All "lymphs" result in failure, all methods 
are alike unsuccessfriL The " failures multiply." 
Yet instead of a fair acknowledgment of fiolnre 
the quack resort is the only one permitted us. 
Try more of it — ^try another kind — ^try more 
punctures — try it twice — try it thrice — tiy it 
every ten years — try human — ^try animal ; — and 
always pay for them, every one. 

We confess to much disgust at the gullibility 
of the British Public. The day has come when 
the quackery of vaccine should be exposed by 
our Conmioners, who ought to say to the priests 
of Jenner, "You are rich enough, and yet 
millions have been paid you for this nostrum, 
never to produce success. Go your own way. 
No more shall one penny of pubUo money be 
allotted you by us. Spend over it out of your 
own pockets, or you shall not spend at alL The 
poor have been oppressed to help you, their 
children diseased, sometimes killed by the rite 
you have inflicted, fathers have been persecuted, 
treadmilled, ruined, hunted firom one town to 
another, to satisfy you. Enough! Outraged 
justice would demand a recompense. We 
merely bid you in the friture to fare for your- 
selves." Alexander Whkslkb. 



Fascination of Audaoitt. — ^It is a noticeable 
truth that whereas the trained and logical 
intellect requires that the proof shall be always 
proportionate to the magnitude of the thing to 
be proved, there is a very large class of minds 
for which audacious assertion has such a fascin- 
ation, that if only the assertion be daring enough, 
no other proof is de^red. — ^Db. Littusdalb. 

American Evidence. — ^Vaccination is a prac- 
tice that causes a vast amount of disease and 
suffering. Its effects are far more terrible than 
the disease it is designed to prevent. No matter 
how pure the vaccine matter may appear to be, 
virus is left in the system, which will, sooner or 
later, be developed in scrofula or some other 
filthy disease. Were I to relate a few of the 
cases that have fallen under my obserration ci 
persons injured by this praotioe, it woold fiU 
the mind with horror. — J. B. NiWTOK» MJI>« 
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AGAINST COMPULSION. 

Taken altogether, the Liberal majorities, it 
seems, are of a subBtantial character ; in short, 
the constitaencies have this year reversed the 
verdict of 1874, and wrested back a Liberal 
Government. But, after all, is Liberalism in 
1880 a downright sham ? Let us hope not. Yet a 
policy of freedom is not practised in the matter 
of vaccination, either by Radicals, Liberals, or 
Home Bulers. I find the majority of the new 
House of Commons, like the greater nimiber of 
old J.P.*s, are as ready now as ever speculatively 
to accept ** Truth about Vaccination," for ex- 
ample, nrom the advocates of compulsion by fine 
or imprisonment. Alast Vivisection, Dissection, 
Experiments, and their constant horrors are 
ohuiging many amiable minds and feeling 
hearts into — something that I decline to char- 
acterise. Suppose an M.P. is taken suddenly 
ill in Westmmster, does he not know that the 
treatment he will get, when far removed from 
*' our family doctor," depends largely on some 
passing fcuhionable theory? The custom — 
inter alia — ^is, vaccinate, re-vaccinate, and 
itimulate ! Within my own experience the 
orthodox formula has been variously expressed 
as *• bleed," *» saUvate," " purge," ** blister," or 
bum some and scald others. Caprice, rather 
than enlightenment, has changed from active 
manifold poisons to bread pills and coloured 
water in the divers fallacies of the faculty. And 
aU '* by authority " I Is repentance at hand ? 
It is now admitted by the upholders of medical 
despotism, that even compulsory vaccination is 
not a complete success, and that at home and 
abroad there has long been a reactionary sense 
of justice amongst very experienced medical 
practitioners; indeed, public vaccinators are 
honestiy declaring that **pure lymph" itself 
has been grossly over-rated as a prophylactic 
of small-pox, and that it is often the means 
of doing incalculable wrong. Is compulsion 
justifiable in face of grave scientific doubts, and 
an enormous defection from the general and 
jubilant confidence in vaccination, which once, 
perhaps, pervaded the profession and the people ? 
Let the Liberal M.P.'s fairly inquire. If they 
profit by their catholic studies, the result must 
shortiy appear in ** local option " to vaccinate or 
notf since there is no alternative but sincerity or 
sham. Jeimer*s prophecy that small-pox must be 
truly annihilated by vaccination was inspired by 
a *' lying spirit," and the compulsory operation, 
whether for injecting animal or human virus 
into healthy blood, affords unanswerable evidence 
that variola is not to be controlled or prevented 
by vaccinia, nor is the general mortality in this 
way diminished. And what are the moral 
aspects of compulsion ? Offer monthly sacrifices 
to Mammon, or some other god of expediency, 
and your child is virtually " free," i,e, , to remain 
unpolluted by the lancet of the vaccinator? 
This, in a word, is immorality, vui State 
Quackery, or compulsion for Mr. Lazarus, but 
not for Mr. Dives. And who has still the 
hardihood to declare that excessive vaccination 
is eapa520 of conferring an immunity from small- 
pox, either upon nations, cities, or individuals ? 
or, who has decided the precise relations of 



nondescript vaccine virus to epidemic small-pox ? 
No practical scientific vaccinographer. The*'truth 
about vaccination," as recently acknowledged in 
the first Medical Assemblies of Europe, is this : 
** An operation hitherto thought absolutely 
incapable of exerting ant injurious effect 
is often the means of conveying into the 
system the seeds of dangerous and implacable 
DISEASES." Let Liberal M.P.'s fairly admit that 
the subject oi compulsory yojccmAiion now wears 
an entirely different aspect from that which it 
assumed only a few years ago, and at once 
repeal a penal law which enacts that every new 
bom child, whatever may be the experience 

AND OBSERVATION OF INTELLIGENT PARENTS, shall 

be vaccinated with small-pox, cow-pox, horse- 
pox, or other virus, and that ugly crops of 
pustules shall no longer be generated, on pain of 
fine or imprisonment — even to maintain a 
fallacy of the faculty — or for the propagation, as 
science demonstrates, of periodical disease, by 
Uving or germinal matter, which, when intro- 
duced into the body, is nourished, and repro- 
duces itself by the assimilation of a pabulum, 
pre-existing in the blood, from the cradle to the 
grave. It would certainly, in this place, be 
superfluous were I to reiterate in detail the 
overwhelming evidence which exists of the evils 
of compulsory vaccination, or of its utter inutility 
as a certain preventive of small-pox. I have 
submitted thousands of persons, during the past 
40 years, to the touchstone of avoiding vaccina- 
tion or re vaccination, a crucial experiment tested 
over and over again, and no fatal case of small- 
pox has yet occurred, notwithstanding unvac- 
cinated children have sucked the maternal 
nipple, around which the skin was thickly 
studded with confluent small-pox pustules, and 
have escaped imharmed. In defiance of hack- 
neyed ex-par te statistics, let Liberal M.P.'s 
prove their love of freedom and justice in actual 
practice, as well as mere discussion, by repealing 
the Compulsory Vaccination Acts, or their 
procrastination, I fear, may ruin the health of 
thousands and mar the happiness of millions. 
Let them not forget that it was the abettors of 
this form of contagious disease who protested 
that bleeding, mercury, and inoculation were 
** essential for the safety " of mankind, until the 
public were undeceived by those of the profession 
who adopted Homoeopathy, Hydropathy, or 
** Hygiene." In compulsory cow-pox, more- 
over, we have an efficient cause, rendered exces- 
sive by rewards, for the rousing of tubercular, 
scrofulous, or syphilitic germs, which but for its 
official taint, might remain innocuous for ever. 
No care exercised in the taking of lymph can 
reduce the probability -of vaccino-syphifls, the 
most filthy of chronic eruptions, to anything like 
a moral or physical vanishing-point, and certain 
is it that epidemic small-pox will continue to 
recur, from time to time, in spite of the integrity 
or degeneration of humanised lymph, or the 
adoption of animal vaccination, until the odious 
system of ** six pustules on either arm," with its 
erysipelatous local inflammation, and constitu- 
tional febrile disturbance, shall have given place 
to the scientific maintenance or rational preser- 
vation of a sound mind in a sound body. In 
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short, men miiHt be madt to mtderat&nd &iid 
Kf pieoiate something of human ph^aiology and 
kudied branches of natural philosophy, and 
thus obey the laws of health, conserve vital 
force, and avoid State Quackery, or Dational 
blood-poisoning, even thongh the latter may be 

frescribed by Court Physicians and enforced by 
'arliament at the instance of an ignorant 
peasantry or a saperstitioos milkmaid. 

WlLLUH HiTCHUAN, M.D. 



DR. COLLINS AND THE 8TANDABD. 
On 80th June, Dr. Collins wrote as follows to 



The 
" Yon refer to an unvaccinated child as being 

■a constant source of public danger.' Now, 
either vaccination is a protection against small- 
pox or it is not. If it be a protection, the un- 
vaccinated alone can suffer by refusing the 
prophylactic They cannot endanger the vac- 
cinated, for 'they are protected.' Whereas if 
vaccination be not a protection, no power on 
earth sboold enforce it. 

" You refer to the Select Committee of 1871, 
and omit to mention that that Committee re- 
commended the adoption of a clause identical 
with that proposed by the present Government, 
viz., ' that wherever in any case two penalties, 
or one full penalty, have been imposed upon a 
parent, the magistrate should not impose any 
further penalty in respect of the same child.' 

"Yon state yoor behef that there is not a 
single case on record where a re-vaccinated nurse 
has taken small-poi. Allow me to refer you to 
the Pall Mall Qaietle of 28rd April, 1677, 
which says, ' Three of the re-vaccinated nuraeB 
and attendants of the Stockwell Small-Pox 
Hospital have canght small-pox ; ' and also to the 
report of Dr. Makuna, of the Fulham Hospital, 
who states ' tliat two of the re- vaccinated nurses 
took small-poi.' It must be remembered that 
no less than SO of the employes at the Hamp- 
stead Hospital have previously had small-pox, 
and Mr. Marson told the Vaccination Committee 
that he was in the habit of drawing his nmrses 
from the convalescent cases, bis bead nurse 
being a retained small-poi patient ; and, accord- 
ing to the same authority, small-pox is a far 
greater protection against small-pox than vac- 
cination is." 

And again on Srd July — 

" It seems remarkable that yonr correspon- 
dent, Mr. Ernest Hart, who is such an eminent 
' apostle of truth,' should deliberately accuse me 
of impugning the veracity of the late Mr. 
Harson of the Small-Pox Hospital. I have 
never done bo. I merely asserted that it was a 
fallacy to suppose that all the nurses he em- 
ployed at theHighgate Small- Fox Hospital, owed 
their immunity from the disease, to vaccination ; 
for many of his nurses, including his head nurse, 
were retained small-pox patients, and therefore 

rtected in so far as smalt-pox is a protection. 
f^ from denying Mr. Marson'a statements, I 



" Question 4,216. Have any of the nurses in 

£onr hospital had small-pox before they bava 
een engaged as nurses? — Some of them. 

" Question 4,220. Do you consider small-pox 
itself is as great a protection as vaccination ? — 
Yes ; much greater. As yon see by the returns. 

" Qnestion 4,22fi. Will you explain the sUt«- 
ment that has been made to the Committee 
that some of the nurses of the Bmall-Foi 
Hospital have been seen to be marked with 
smalt-pox? — Yesi bnt that very nurse who was 
alluded to was a person who had remained with 
us after being a patient. 

" Queation 4,326. That eaae was tbe o>h of a 
person coming in as a patient and engaged as a 
nurse after she recovered ? — Yea ; she IB now 
our head nurse. We never had so Aoany em- 
ployed in hoBpital aa we have at this time who 
came in as patients ; for, in consequence of the 
want of nurses at other large hospitals which 
have been eatabliahed lately, we have not had 
the same facibty of getting nurses, and we have 
employed those who have come in as patients 
and who are willing to atay.' 

"I fully agree with Hr. Hart that 'the 
accuracy of Mr. Marson was exceptionally, 
great,' and have never had the slightest doubt 
as to the veracity of his statements." 



Eeiohlbv fob btsbI— Mr. George Eidson 

writes, "We expect hvely times here presently. 
Tlie town is extensively posted with proclama- 
tions signed by the vaccination officer, tlirest- 
ening legal proceedings against all debolters, 
of whom there are over six thousand I I hope 
they will all stand firm." 

Tbuth is a. Few Wobdb. — The following 
letter from Dr. Holbrook, Treasurer of the 
first American Anti- Vaccination League, waa 
published in the Anli-VacdTtator some time 
ago, and is worth reprinting. — "I believe com- 
pulsory vaccination to be an error, upon which 
fatnre generations will look back with wonder 
and aBtonishment. If one-half oftheeffort which 
has been put forth to prevent the spread of small- 

Sox by means of vaccination, since the days of 
enner, had been devoted to spreading among 
the masses the necessity — nay, the abaolate 
importance — of hygiene--cleaiuineBS, pure air, 
wholesome food, and other natural agenciea — 
not only would small-pox have been prevented, 
hut with it a multitude of other diseases which, 
by their constancy, destroy more lives than 
small-pox ten times over. I am with you heart 
and hand in your labour. What yon are doing 
will save us from doing, where the matter haa 
not been carried so far. But while we war 
against compulsory vaccination, let us not for- 
get to teach well the laws of life and health. 
These obeyed, Will save the worid from ilimwM 
and premature death; disobeyed, will load ttt 
suffering, xaiaery, and nntimefy dMth."— II. J. 
Hole BOOK. 
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TRACTS. 

Mr. Gladstone, speaking a short time ago in 
the House of Commons daring the debate of 
Mr. J. W. Pease's Bill for the abolition of 
multiple penalties, and referring to the extent 
of the opposition to vaccination, said, '*The 
tables of honorable members groan under the 
weight of anti-vaccination hterature." If this 
was true two years ago it is doubly so now when 
the feeling of resistance to compulsory vaccina- 
tion has become widened and intensified. New 
tracts and pubHcations on the subject are issued 
every few days in some one of the centres of 
activity — Cheltenham, Leicester, Newcastle, 
Eeighley, Banbury, Brighton or London. In 
Brighton, which offers a worthy example to less 
energetic towns, a monthly pubUcation — The 
Brighton Anti-Vaccinator, edited by Mr. T. 
Ashwell — ^has now been issued several months, 
and is extensively patronised by local tradesmen 
as an advertising medium, an example we com- 
mend to the leaders of the movement in other 
E laces. One of the most valuable tracts, which 
as gone through four large editions, is entitled, 
How Vaccination has increased Infant Mor- 
tality^ with the converse side showing How 
Vaccination has stamped out Small-Pox, both 
based upon Parliamentary returns issued by the 
Registrar General. An edition of 50,000 copies 
of a leaflet containing Testimonies of Em.incnt 
Physicians^ Physiologists^ Philosopliers and 
Publicists is now in circulation, making the 
third edition of this useful pubHcation. A pam- 
phlet has just been issued entitled ** Owr Legis- 
lators on the Vaccination Question^ containing 
the utterances of Members of Parliament during 
a period of upwards of three-quarters of a 
century. With such cogent evidences before our 
Parliamentary representatives against vaccina- 
tion, and the cruelty and injustice of enforc- 
ing it, as this document reveals, they will 
surely be guilty of criminal negUgence to allow 
the sanction of the law any longer to this 
revolting and disease-engendering practice. We 
hope every reader of these pages will call the 
attention of his representative in the House of 
Commons to this document and urge inamediate 
legislation. Mr. Ernest Hart in his recent 
pamphlet (which some anti-vaccinators have 
industriously circulated as a vindication of the 
truth of their principles), says that Members of 
Parhament and magistrates are often at their 
wit's end for the true facts about vaccination. 
This unhappy condition need trouble them no 
longer. Let them consult some of the publi- 
cations alluded to, and others advertised in the 
Inquirer; and we would particularly recommend 
the admirable volume of Tracts by Dr. J. Garth 
Wilkinson and Mr. W. Young, which can be 
had at Mr. Allen's, 11 Ave Maria Lane. The 
odious institutions of chattel slavery in America, 
and the unjust taxes on the bread of the people, 
in the shape of imported corn, in this country, 
were overthrown mainly by the publication of 



tracts, pamphlets, and leaflets, scattered like 
autiunn leaves broadcast over the land. The 
vaccination tyranny is now rapidly crumbling 
by the same useful agency. Let all who value 
health for the body and freedom for the 
conscience aid the work of demolition by circu- 
lating this cheap and convenient form of 
literature. W. T. 



Vaccination Tracts. — We have just seen a 
German translation of this useful volume — a 
handy cyclopoedia of the facts and arguments of 
the great controversy. It has been got up in 
flrst class style as to type and paper in Hanover, 
and we understand copies are to be placed in 
the chief libraries throughout Germany. 

Dr. G. a. Abrath, of Sunderland, is occupied 
on a volume chiefly designed as a reply to Mr. 
Ernest Hart's recent pamphlet, dealing also 
with various parliamentary utterances on 
vaccination, re- vaccination, and lymphs, animal 
and humanised. Upwards of itlOO has been 
subscribed for the publication of the treatise. 

The Government Vaccination Bill. — ^At a 
meeting of the Council of the National Associa- 
tion for the promotion of Social Science held on 
the 21st July, a resolution was brought forward 
by Dr. A. Carpenter proposing that a petition 
should be presented against the Government 
Bill. The motion was opposed by Mr. P. A. 
Taylor, M.P., and was negatived. 

The Anti- Vaccination Movement in the 
United States. — The movement against Com- 
pulsory Vaccination in America is a rapidly 
growing quantity. Professor Robert A. Gunn, 
of the United States Medical College, New 
York, writes that **a considerable amount of 
pubUc interest is already created. The Neto York 
Anti-Vaccination League has arranged to hold 
regular monthly meetings, and I have accepted 
an invitation to lecture on * Vaccination a FaUaoy 
and a Crime,' which will be noticed in the press. 
500 post card invitations will be sent out, and 
discussion invited. So far the defenders of vacci- 
nation have not dared to meet us, but we con- 
fidently look forward to a time when medical 
superstitions will give place to scientific tmths." 
Papers have reached us from Boston, New York, 
St. Louis, Hyde Park (Mass.), New Orleans, 
Baltimore, Oregon, Indiana, and other states 
and cities, containing valuable articles against 
vaccination. Two able and instructive lurtioles 
in one of the leading Journals of Massachusetts — 
the Boston Courier for the 14th and 28rd May — 
indicate thorough conversance with the subject: 
and Dr. M. L. Holbrook of New York writes, 
June 20, that within the past two weeks four 
children in that city have succumbed to the effects 
of vaccination. This is where animal vaccination 
is universally in vogue. What does Dr. C ameron 
and Dr. G. Wyld say to thisf— W. T. 
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OUR CASE BEFORE PARLIAMENT. 
'* Fob this Session the Vaccination Bill is with- 
drawn," said Lord Hartington in the House oi 
Commons — an announcement not unexpected. 
In the meanwhile, we trust that those concerned 
will reconsider the question. The Bill was a 
poor affair, but inasmuch as it would have put 
an end to the flagrant outrages perpetrated on 
worthy citizens like Joseph Abel of Faringdon, 
S. J. West of Rochester, and Benjamin V. 
Scott of Liverpool, we felt bound to accept it 
thankfully as a small instalment of justice. 
The agitation which the introduction of the Bill 
has excited has been most useful, especially in 
the exhibition of the temper and tendencies of 
the Medical Trades Unions, which when pro- 
claimed by us have been reprobated as unchari- 
table, and even slanderous, assertions. They 
opened their minds to Mr. Dodson, and we now 
know exactly with whom we have to deal and 
what we may expect. The agitation has also 
made manifest the general ignorance which ex- 
ists as to the origin and operation of the existing 
law. With hardly an exception, any newspaper 
comments we have read on the Bill have been 
tainted with error, and the criticisms of M.P.*b 
and the eurses of M.D.'s have alike been wide of 
the mark. Ignorance inspired by terror of small- 
pox, or haired of Gladstone, has written the 
articles and made the speeches. The Solicitors' 
Journal pointed out that the Government 
measure was '* word for word the same as a 
clause which was inserted in the Vaccination 
Bill of 1871, which passed the House of Commons, 
but was rejected by a majority of one in the 
House of Lords." The clause so passed is then 
described as '* the deliberate expression of the 
will of the legislature" — ^the will deliberately 
expressed being represented by the said majority 
of one in the Lords and assented to by the 
Goxmnons in a spirit of indifference at the fag- 
end of a sessioii I The legal journalist proceeds 
to 



'*The Vaccination Acts are passed for the 
benefit, not of parents, but of their children and 
the pubho, and to allow parents to buy the power 
of breaking the law by discontinuance of a penalty 
for a continuing offence is not only without 
precedent in our statutory law, but is a distinct 
encouragement to an agitation the most fanatical 
and ignorant in our history." 

So much has been said of our ignorance and 
fanaticism, that they might conveniently be 
taken for granted. We would merely point out 
to our learned and logical contemporary, that 
the law as it stands allows any parent to exempt 
his child from vaccination by the payment of 
fines, and that many thus purchase exemption. 
The scandal is that to the poor man the recurrent 
fine is sometimes a crushing infliction. In this 
respect, no M.P. will face his constituents and 
justify the law. It is vicious in the worst sense. 
Moreover the extreme impolicy of thus allowing 
the law to be defied at a price has been admitted 
by the Local Government Board in a letter to 
the Evesham Guardians, wherein it is set forth 
that if a parent shows himself incorrigible, they 
had better consider whether it is not expedient 
to let him alone, leaving bun elate and victorious 1 
Again as the law stands it meets with two checks, 
first, in the discretion of Guardians in originating 
and continuing prosecutions, and, second, in the 
discretion of Magistrates in inflicting penalties. 
Any one who wishes to discover the operation 
of the law in these respects should refer to the 
National Anti'CompuUoryVaccinationBeporter 
where a record of vaccination prosecutions is 
kept up. He will there see that parents who 
abhor vaccination are let off with fines ranging 
from 6d. to 20s., sometimes with costs, sometimes 
without costs ; that there is severity in one court, 
and laxity, and even sympathy, in another; that 
there are Guardians who decline to sanction 
any prosecutions; and others who prosecute 
with the vindictiveness of devils. In short if a 
parent were to consult a solicitor as to what 
would happen if he persistently refused to 



76 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



vaccinate his child, the answer wotQd be, '* It 
entirely depends first on the temper of the 
Guardians, and then on the temper of the 
Justices. You may be let alone, you may get 
off for 2s. 6d. , and you may be let in for ;£40 or 
i650 ere the fight is over." Such is the adminis- 
tration of the existing law ! If the doctors and 
lawyers like it and politicians are satisfied with 
it, they must have peculiar notions as to equity 
and the education of the people in reverence for 
authority. Supposing the Government measure 
had passed, and the modified law were rigidly 
enforced, we, as anti- vaccinators, would suffer 
much more than we now suffer. Our only 
advantage would consist in having the extent of 
our possible prosecution defined. We take it 
that those who proposed to alter the law had in 
view its more systematic infliction, and thus 
inflicted, the majority of anti- vaccinators would 
have more to endure than they have at present 
under the existing loose and irregular regime. 
Such however has been the fury excited by the 
imagined concession to ** ignorance and fanatic- 
ism'* that few have possessed sufficient calmness 
to survey and estimate the facts of the situation. 
Consistently logical, but indifferent to reahties, 
the editor of the Solicitors' Journal continues — 

** The only possible amendments of the law 
appear to be two, either (1) to compulsorily 
vaccinate a child as soon as the child can be safely 
detached from its mother for that purpose, or (2) 
to return to the principle of permissive vaccina- 
tion, which obtained from 1840, when the first 
Vaccination Act was passed, to 1858 when 
vaccination was first made compulsory.'* 

As to the first alternative, often threatened 
and sometimes reconmiended, our reply is. Try 
it : the attempt would settle the controversy off- 
hand, and much else beside. The second alter- 
native we accept with the addition, that all 
parliamentary support of vaccination be with- 
drawn, and that it be left to maintain itself like 
other nostrums on its own merits. To make 
such a proposal in the present condition of pubUc 
opinion may appear visionary, but we have seen 
much that appeared equally visionary come to 
pass in the course of even a few years ; and if 
only we are right there is nothing that we con- 
sider impossible. We have great aUies in nature 
and human nature, and no clamour, not even 
the clamour of the medical mob, need dis- 
courage us. 

Nevertheless we do not imagine that vaccina- 
tion can be disestablished and disendowed 
suddenly or magically. We who labour for its 
entire suppression are prepared to achieve our 
end gradually and laboriously, always taking 



what we can get and pressing steadily for more. 
And as the Government Bill for the limitation 
of penalties is withdrawn, and as the limitation 
was pronounced odious on all sides by reason of 
a price bemg set on what was stigmatised as 
the right to defy the law, we would ask Mr. 
Dodson, Why not simplify and dignify your 
measure by the complete removal of the money 
penalty? We shall not argue a&esh the 
question. Why if a parent is convinced that 
vaccination is a useless and dangerous operation 
he should be prosecuted and fined for his con- 
viction ; but accepting that conviction as every 
whit as entitled to respect as any theological 
conviction (which all agree to respect) why not 
enact that Vaccination Officers be authorised to 
receive declarations of objection to vaccination 
on affidavit before Justices of the Peace ? It is 
a fair proposition : indeed it can only be objected 
to on principles that would justify any tyrannioal 
invasion of parental rights. Let children, thus 
exempted be carefully registered as onvacoinAted, 
and let us await the verdict of experience. The 
experiment would be a useful one, and oould 
not harm the vaccinated, who according to 
vaccinators are proof, or almost proof, against 
smaU-pox. At present the unvaccinated afford 
no data for a just comparison with the vac- 
cinated. The unvaccinated are those who are 
rejected as too feeble to undergo the vaccine 
fever, or who are the ofbpring of the wretched 
and the homeless and thus escape the vaccination 
officer. With whatever disease afflicted, such 
miserable creatures would compare disadvan- 
tageously with the vigorous, well-nourished and 
well-cared for who are vacdnated. The child- 
ren of anti- vaccinators, on the other hand, would 
afford a fair test of the advantage or the dis- 
advantage of unpolluted blood. The experiment 
would not only be valuable scientifically, but it 
would be a worthy exploit on the part of states- 
men whose pride is their Liberalisni, their 
reverence for the rights of conscience, and their 
hatred of oppression — at least in Bulgaria and 
Armenia. 

iNTEBir ATIONAL COKOBBSS OT AlTTI-VAfXIIIfATOBS. 

— We are requested to announce that a Congrees of 
Anti-VaccinatorB will be held in Paris from the 9th 
to the 15th October. Those who intend to be 
present, or to read papers, will please conmnuiioake 
with M. Labb^e, 57 Bue Pigalle, at as early a date 
as possible, 

Mr. Henry Pitman has been remarkably success- 
fnl during the past month in obtsining the publioa- 
tion of several letters conoeniing vaccination in 
London and Manchester newi^pers. "hb. Pitman's 
oommonications have always the merit 
a lar^ amount of nnpopnlar truth witii 
perspicuity and with httts imtatioiL 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

Observations on the Position in 1802. 

One of my medical readers observes — 

*< The House of Commons in 1802 was com- 
mitted to a variety of extravagances, but, 
allowing for these, yon have to account for 
certain evidence that cow-pox had some influence 
over small-pox ; for you surely do not mean to 
contend that it had no influence over that disease, 
and that the evidence before the Committee was 
a uniform tissue of illusion and delusion." 

Put thus, it is as difficult to deal with the 
objection as it is to prove a negative. It is not 
for me to define the influence of cow-pox over 
small-pox, but for those who believe in its 
prophylaxy. I should argue that as ill-health 
leads to ill-health, and as corruption breeds 
corruption, that inoculated cow-pox would 
generate a habit of body favourable to small- 
pox, and at the same time tend to excite and 
intensify other forms of disease. I would also 
ask, What are the extravagances to be allowed 
for ? When these are determined we may then 
proceed to discuss what are not extravagant. 
It is a common form of evasion to make a general 
confession of guilt in order to avoid the pain of 
spedfio and explicit condemnation. It is con- 
ceded that the House of Commons in 1802 ** com- 
mitted a variety of extravagances," and under 
this appearance of candour the chief extravagance 
is implicitly re-asserted and carried forward, 
namely, that inoculated cow-pox had an influence 
adverse to small-pox. 

In the "variety of extravagances," few, I 
suppose, would hesitate to include the asserted 
annual small-pox mortality of the United King- 
dom. Sir Gilbert Blane pronounced it 45,000 
whilst Dr. Lettsom gave it as 86,000 — a wide 
difiGarenoe in the play of fancy I Dr. Lettsom, 
who claimed to have paid much attention to 
figures connected with small-pox, was pleased 
to convert an extreme London mortaUty, namely, 
8000, into the ordinary mortality, although in 
some years it fell under 1000. Then estimating 
the population of London at one million, and 
the population of the United Kingdom as twelve 
millions, he multiplied 8000 by 12, and evoked 
the astounding national death-rate of 86,000 
annually from small-pox, all of whom were to 
be saved by Jenner's prescription ! But whether 
he had taken the ave]:age or even the lowest 
metropolitan mortality, the computation would 
have remained grossly fEdlacious. London, 
crowded and pestiferous, was no standard for 
tfatt g«iMral pqpalationi urban or rural ; and the 



assumption was monstrous that smaU-pox, a 
notoriously epidemic and sporadic disease, was 
constant and equally difliised over the land. 
We are without comprehensive vital statistics 
for the period in question, but arguing from the 
London of to-day in continual connection with 
the provinces, to the London of 1802 in com- 
parative isolation, what do we find? Why, 
small-pox prevalent in London with little or no 
small-pox in the country! In the PM Mall 
Gazette of 81st May, 1878, we read — 

** The degree in which the small-pox epidemic 
of the last seven years has been localised in 
London is very remarkable. The Lancet points 
out that during the week ending 25th May, 51 
fatal cases were registered in London and its 
suburban districts, whereas not one was recorded 
in any of the nineteen large provincial towns 
haying an aggregate population about equal to 
that of London. Since the beginning of the 
year the fatal cases of small-pox withm fifteen 
miles of Charing Cross have been 1,184, while 
but 8 have occurred in the nineteen other large 
towns." 

We find similar illustrations of the sporadic 
character of small-pox wherever we can get at 
the facts. In 1874 there died in London 785 of 
small-pox, but not one in Birmingham ; 886 in 
Liverpool, but not one in Plymouth; 847 in 
Salford, but not one in Nottingham; 190 in 
Manchester, and but 1 in Sheffield ; 24 in Bristol 
and 4 in Leeds; and so on. What reason is 
there to believe that what is true of smaU-pox 
within our own experience was otherwise in the 
experience of our forefathers ? 

I said that few would hesitate to include Dr. 
Lett8om*s 86,000 and Sir Gilbert Blane's 45,000 
among the extravagances of 1802, but I forgot 
mysell We have a National Health Society 
with the Duke of Westminster for President and 
all manner of notables, aristocratic, scientific 
and literary, among its committee and members. 
Now this Society issues a hand-bill of advices 
and warnings relating to small-pox, and there 
we find set forth as unquestionable matter of 
fact — 

^* Before the introd/uotion of Vaccination 
Small-Pox killed 40^000 persona yearly in this 
country," 

We thus see how hard it is for a convenient 
fable to die, even when known to be false, and 
how respectable people will keep repeating it 
as long as they fancy it is for good. 

Absurd as was the extension of the ratio of 
London small-pox to the populations of the 
United Kingdom, of Europe, and of the world, 
the London disease itself afforded Uttle warrant 
for the extreme terms of horror and dismay 
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with which it was described. Small-pox did 
not increase the death-rate of London : when 
small-pox was most prevalent and least pre- 
valent, the total mortaUty was but slightly 
affected. As long as tlie sanitary conditions of 
the great city remained unchanged, fevers 
replaced small pox and small-pox replaced fevers, 
and whether deaths were from one form of 
disease or another, so that the people died the 
same, what did it matter? Small-pox when 
most prevalent was never accountable for much 
more than 10 per cent, of the total London 
mortaUty, and in some years for less than 8 per 
cent. ; and it is to be remembered that the 
larger portion of that mortahty was infantile 
mortality — small-pox being in the great majority 
of cases a disease of the young ; none the less 
objectionable on that accoimt, but less chargeable 
than some other forms of zymotic disease with 
striking down the adult bread-winner and 
enlarging misery and pauperism. 

Again, in much of the talk about small-pox, 
it was assumed that the disease had no limits — 
that it was something like fire, and might spread 
to any extent if unchecked. But what was 
there to justify such an assumption ? Assuredly 
nothing in London experience. Small-pox was 
always present in London, waxing and waning 
under some unknown law ; the deaths rising as 
high as 8992 in 1772 and falling as low as 522 
in 1797 — the extremes of the century. Why 
did 4000 never die in any year, or 7000, or 
10,000 ? When a fire is extinguished, we know 
it has met with a check ; and if small-pox caused 
8992 deaths in 1772 and 522 in 1797, and small- 
pox be like fire, there was, we see, a check ; and 
I ask. What was that check ? There may be 
answers, but none for unreserved acceptance. 
What is certain is, that in London small-pox 
was never an illimitable affliction. It had limits, 
and it was only in the rhetoric of alarmists that 
it had none. 

And the check to the disease (whatever it was) 
lay in the bodies of the citizens, and not in their 
therapeutics. Isolation was rarely attempted, 
and in their crowded habitations was impracti- 
cable. Moreover they had not only the small- 
pox appropriate to their evil conditions to 
contend with, but the disease as propagated and 
diffused by the inoculators. What we have to 
say is, that whilst in the London of last century 
we behold small-pox endemic and cultivated, 
yet in no year did the mortality therefrom 
exceed 4,000 ; and further, that with so much 
to favour and stimulate the disease it was a 
diminishing quantity. In the words of Dr. Farr, 



** London small-pox attained its maximum 
mortaUty after inoculation was introduced, and 
the disease began to grow less fatal before 
vaccination was discovered.** 

We shall see as we proceed how the natural 
check to smaU-pox (whatever it was), the 
inmiimity of the majority from infection, and 
the decline of the disease were aU claimed as the 
blessed results of Jenner*s prescription; and 
now-a-days it has passed into oommon-plaoe, for 
which evidence is thought superfluous, that 
without that prescription smaU-pox might have 
ilUmitable extension. If anywhere a variolous 
epidemic is slight, it is said that but for vaccina- 
tion it would have been severe ; and if severe, 
that its intensity would have been doubled or 
trebled save for the action of the same pro- 
phylactic. We have a remarkable illustration 
of this style of prophecy in the Report of the 
Select Committee of the House of Conunons 
upon the Vaccination Act of 1867f dated 28rd 
May, 1871, where we read — 

" SmaU-pox, unchecked by vaccination, is one 
of the most terrible and destructive of aU dis- 
eases as regards the danger of infection, the 
proportion of deaths among those attacked, and 
the permanent injury to the survivors. 

** Your Committee beUeve that if vaccination 
had not been general, the epidemic [then prev- 
alent] would have become a peetilehce^ raging 
with the destructive force of the Plague of the 
middle ages" 

What is beyond evidence is beyond refutation ; 
and the imaginations of M.P's, duU though they 
be, not imfrequently prevail over their intelU- 
gence. 

To set aside the mass of testimony adduced 
by Jenner*8 Mends before the Commons' Com- 
mittee in 1802 is sometimes described as a 
hopeless undertaking; but the answer to such a 
boast is, that experience has nullified the 
essential part of that testimony, and that there 
is Uttle left to account for: No weU-informed 
medical practitioner now beUeves what the 
Committee was led to beUeve, that to be vacci- 
nated was to be secure from smaU-pox for life. 
The security, where stiU credited, is subject to 
so many qualifications that the primitive vacci- 
nators would have thought such protection not 
worth paying for, stiU less of exulting over as 
the greatest discovery ever made in medicine. 
Nor would many now admit the vaUdity of the 
variolous test which then carried conviction with 
irresistible force. Inoculation with smjdl-pox 
was in itself an uncertain operation, and that it 
should fedl after inooolation with oow-pox« «re 
I the poisoning of the blood hftd been woilEed aS^ 
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was in ngwise surprising. The exposnre of vac- 
oinated subjects to small-pox infection was in 
like manner deceptive ; and it was conveniently 
forgotten that all manner of people were ex- 
posed to contagion with impunity in the usual 
oiroumstanoes of life. Taking a year of ex- 
ceptional small-pox in London, such as Dr. 
Lettsom set forth as ordinary, when 18,000 were 
affected and 8000 died (that is one in six) there 
were in the million of inhabitants 982,000 who 
escaped. How did they escape ? A multitude 
must have come into immediate contact with 
the sick: How did they remain unscathed? 
The question is simple, but it is crucial. If 
small-pox were like fire, and men, women and 
children like fuel, why did not all bum ? Under 
what prophylaxy did they abide secure ? Again 
in this connection, we must not lose sight of the 
magic of faith. Things being equal, two persons 
exposed to small-pox, one confident that he was 
invidnerable through vaccination, and the other 
apprehensive of danger, the chances are, that 
the fearful woidd be attacked whilst the fearless 
would have his faith justified in immunity. 

In considerations thus obvious it is not diffi- 
cult to understand how the testimony delivered 
to the Committee had a semblance as of veracious 
Nature. Any one who has studied the history 
of remedies, or the various quackeries within 
his own observation, will know how easy it is to 
conjure up testimony, with asseverations pre- 
sumptuous to question, which by-and-by are 
gradually discredited and ultimately disappear 



in forgetfulness. We have, therefore, no dis- 
position to be hard on the men of 1802. From 
our vantage of experience we see how they were 
led astray, and recognise the pressure of the in- 
fluences under which they acted. Moreover a 
remedy that bore the promise of relief from the 
pest of small-pox inoculation came with strong 
seduction. What a pest inoculation was, how it 
was loathed, and how it was submitted to under 
the persuasion of duty are written at large in 
the domestic memoirs of last century. Every 
mother among the upper and middle classes was 
persuaded that it was necessary for her children 
to undergo the variolous ordeal — an ordeal that 
involved the deliberate introduction of small-pox 
into her household. It was hateful, it was 
intolerable, and yet it had to be endured ! The 
doctors minimised the risks to the uttermost, 
but what they really believed plainly appeared 
when vaccination presented itself as an alterna- 
tive. Then inoculation was denounced by its 
former practitioners with a fervour that contrasted 
painfully with their antecedent professions; 
whilst parents heard with indescribable satis- 
faction that absolute life-long security from 
small-pox was henceforward insured at the price 
of a trifling operation attended by no peril what- 
ever, and with distinct benefit to health. To 
make the contrast clear I subjoin copy of a 
hand-bill that was posted on walls and circula- 
ted by thousands in London and the country at 
the time of which I write, 1801-02. 



A TABLE SHEWING THE ADVANTAGES OF VACCINE INOCULATION. 



THE NATURAL SMAIX-POX. 

I. The natural Small- Pox 
is a loathsome, infectious, 
painfid, and fatal disease. It 
IS confined to no climate, but 
rages in every quarter of the 
world, and destroys a tenth 
part of mankind. 

II. Those who survive the 
ravages of that dreadful dis- 
temper, often survive only to 
be the victims of other ma- 
ladies, or to drag out a miser- 
able existence worse than 
death. 

in. This cruel and lament- 
able disorder leaves behind it 
pits, scars, and other blem- 
isheB and bodily deformities 
which embitter life. 



THE INOCULATED SMALL-POX. 

I. The inoculated Small- 
Pox also is loathsome, infec- 
tious, painful, and sometimes 
fatal; and, when partially 
adopted, spreads the conta- 
gion, and increases the mor- 
tality of the disease. 

II. It sometimes occasions 
the same maladies as the 
natural Small-Pox. 



III. It firequently leaves 
behind it the same blemishes 
and deformities as the natural 
Small-Pox, which are the 
more deplorable as they are 
brought on by a voluntary act. 



THE INOCULATED COW-POCK. 

I. The inoculated Cow- 
Pock scarcely deserves the 
name of a disease. It is not 
infectious; and, in the opinion 
of the most experienced prac- 
titioners, has never proved 
fatal. 

II. It occasions no other 
disease. On the contrary, 
it has ofben been known to im- 
prove health, and to remedv 
those diseases under which 
the patient before laboured. 

III. It leaves behind no 
blemish, but a Blessing — one 
of the greatest ever bestowed 
on man — a perfect security 
against the future infection 
of the SnuUl'Pox, 



From this faithftd statement of the advantages attending Vaccine Inoculation, it must 
appear evident to every unprejudiced person, that it is the duty as well as the interest of 
erery parent* of every individual, and of every nation, to adopt tiie practice, and to hasten 

THE EXTERMINATION OF THE SMALL-POX. 
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It was thus that Vaocination was introduced 
to the English people, not by men accounted 
quacks, but by leaders of the medical profession ; 
and whatever the illusions and mischiefs of the 
new practice, we must allow it the credit of 
discouraging and ultimately superseding the 
grosser practice of inoculation with small-pox. 
As for the various items in the bill, we have 
had, and shall have, them before us, and I 
would only now recall attention to the initial 
statement that ** Small- Pox destroys a tenth 
part of mankind." The summary answer to 
the statement is that the number of mankind 
was unknown, likewise their diseases, and the 
proportion in which they were fatal. It was a 
repetition of Dr. Lettsom's unwarrantable ex- 
tension of a bad year of London small-pox to 
the whole earth. It was not true that in Lon- 
don a tenth of the mortality was due to small- 
pox ; and even in the occasional years when 8000 
died, the total average mortality was not seriously 
affected thereby. The deaths, as we have 
observed, were merely taken out in small-pox 
instead of in some other form of fever. That 
nothing can permanently reduce the death-rate 
of any community save improved sanitary con- 
ditions and personal habits was unrevealed in 
1802. 

Notwithstanding the exultation over Jenner, 
" the saviour of the world from small-pox," and 
over "the greatest discovery since the creation 
of man," the suspicion is imavoidable that it 
was largely feu^titious — "from the teeth out- 
wards," as Carlyle would say. The vote of 
;£10,000 to the miraculous benefactor of the 
human race was carried by a majority of three 
in a Parliament to which no more than 115 
members could be whipped up, and neither Pitt 
or Fox thought it worth while to be present. 
Nor was Jenner treated as if his asserted ser- 
vices to mankind were soberly credited. " Yes," 
it may be said, " the world never recognises its 
true benefactors," but the observation does not 
apply, for Jenner was profusely recognised, and 
received praise from his contemporaries which 
posterity hesitates to repeat. Nevertheless the 
praise, though profuse, was little more than 
verbaL Some expressed indignation at the 
paltry award of £10,000, and proposed to start 
a national subscription, but no one took the 
initiative, and the national gratitude was not 
put to the test. Even the ^10,000 was paid 
tardily. Writing to a friend on 8rd June, 1804, 
Jenner had to relate that — 

" The Treasuiy still withholds the payment ctf 
what was voted to me two years ago ; and now 



there are new officers, and it may yet be very 
long before a guinea reaches me from that 
quarter." 

When at last the money was paid, nearly 
i£1000 was deducted for 'fees, etc.; and, having 
the repute of the money, he was considered 
public property. As Dr. Baron records — 

** The people of England seemed to think that 
the fee-simple of his body and mind had been 
purchased by the ten thousand pounds; and 
many an unjust and ungenerous intimation of 
this feeling was conveyed to him. To a mind 
like his, this was no small annoyance. He was 
called upon for explanations and opinions by 
every person who thought a direct communica- 
tion with the Author of Vaccination an honour 
worth seeking, while they might have obtained 
all the information they wanted in his published 
writings." 

So much was matter of course, but Jenner 
had worse to encounter. He took the fine talk 
of his medical and political friends au Berieux^ 
bade fEurewell to Berkeley, and set up as London 
physician in Hertford Street, May Fair. The 
result we have in his own words— 

** Elated and allured by the speech of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, I took a house in 
London for ten years, at a high rent, and 
furnished it ; but my first year's practice con- 
vinced me of my own temerity and imprudence, 
and the falsity of the Minister's prediction. My 
fees fell off both in number and value; for, 
extraordinary to tell, some of those families in 
which I had been before employed, now sent to 
their own domestic surgeons or apothecaries to 
inoculate their children, alleging that they could 
not think of troubling Dr. Jenner about a thing 
executed so easily as vaccine inoculation. 
Others, who gave me such fees as I thou^t 
myself entitled to at the first inoculation, reduced 
them at the second, and sank them stiU lower 
at the third." 

His fees did not amount to j6850 a year, and 
he presently found himself nothing the better 
for the parliamentary grant, and involved in 
grave financial difficulties. He wrote to a friend, 
2nd November, 1804—- 

'* The London smoke is apt to cloud otur best 
faculties. I do not intend to risk the ixiiiiiy of 
mine in this way, unless occasionally n>r the 
transaction of business. The public faiaB not the 
smallest right to require such a sacrifice of me. 
1 have received no reward for showing them 
how to remove one of the greatest obstiMslee to 
human happiness; but, on the eontraiy, am 
loaded with a tax of more than JgiOO a year I " 

And to another correspondent — 

*' I have now completely made up my mind 
respecting London. I have done with it, and 
have again eommenced as Tillagie dooter. I 
found my purse not equal to Um iliikiaycCa 
£1000 annually (which baa aotoaUj been Urn 
case for several snooeflahre yean) nor the ginti* 
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Iiave gone throogh, and the aDdetiea I have 
endmed in obtaining for the taorld a greater 
gift than man ever bealowed on the uiorld be/crre 
(exense this bunt of egotism), to be thrown b; 
with a bote ranuneration of my eipenseB." 

It was hard ! People who attributed to Jenner 
the greatest disoovery eYermade,the preserratioD 
of &om 86,000 to 4G,000 lives annuaUj in the 
United Kingdom, and the BalTation of the buman 
Ta4M from Hinall-pox, were indeed entitled to have 
dealt with him more handsomel;. He bad 
qrmpathisers and oandid friends. "Tour lib- 
eiali^ and disinterestedness every one must 
admire," wrote Mr. Benjamin Travers, "but 
yon are sadly deficient in worldly wisdom. If 
yon had undertaken the extinction of the smaU- 
pox yourself, with coadjutors of your own 
appointment, I am confident, yaa might have 
pnt £100,000 in your pocket ; and the glcry 
would have been as great and the benefit to the 
community the some." How that £100,000 
waa used to tantalise himt and yet, as Dr. 
PeHwn pointed out, never any one showed on 
what praetioable terms the immense sum oould 
have been earned by means of oow-pox. 



THE MULTIPLE FINE. 
Tki following letter appeared in the Echo — 

On a reoent occasion you permitted me, aa an 
independent thinker, io criticise the medical 
dogma that a person who catches the small-pox 
is a person not properly and suaoesefully pro- 
tected against catching it. I find from the 
Britith Medical Jaamal of 17th July, that it ia 
now no longer " maintained for vaccination that 
it is a sure and certain protection against small- 
pox, even shoold the operation have been in all 
leapeots efficient." Consequently, it is not 
inherently protective ; it only protects when it 
^oteets; and the anti- vaccinators may fairly 
dum a similar power for n on- vaccination. 
Vonld it not be wise, therefore, to aUow pubUc 
(pinion to settle this question withont the 
intervention of the multiple fine ? The claim of 
Ifae medical profession to be the Court of final 
- appeal on all qaestions they may choose to call 
medical, may be compared with the acknowledg- 
ment in the above journal that on a late trial " a 
large number of medical witnesses were exam- 
inea on boUi sides, and the usual much-to-be- 
n^retted contradictory evidence was given." 

I hinie that in making these proposals for 
paaee I am not placing myaelf imdec the ban of 
uose who maintain that uie sailing a licence to 
ft parent to do what he believes to be right is ae 
imnuffal as the selling a licence to a drunkard 
to do what he knows to be wrong. 

H. D. Ddsokom. 



GOVERNMENT VACCINATION BILL. 

DEPDTATIOH TO ItB. DODSOM. 

Dn Mond^, 2nd August, a nnmerons Deputa- 
tion representing all paria of the kingdom, 
iraited, by appointment, on the Bight Hon. 
y. O. Dodson, M.F., President of the Local 
Qovemment Board, with whom was Mr. J. T. 
Hibbert, M.P. for Oldham, Secretary of the 
Board, and Bir John Iiambert the Permanent 
Secretary, The Deputation waa organised by 
the London Society for the Abolition of Com- 
pulsory Vaccination, and comprised Mr. Betjeant 
Simon, M.P., who, in the absence of Mr. P. A. 
Taylor, introduced the Deputation — Mr. Jacob 
Bright, M.P. ; Mr. Summers, M.P. ; Mr. Enoch 
Robinson, M.R.O.S.; Dr. W. J. Collins; Mr. 
Alexander ■Wheeler; Mr. WiUiam Tebb; Dr. 
E. Hanghton ; Mr. F. Davia, Junr. ; Mr. C. B. 
Marriage ; Mr. Cornelius Pearson ; Mr. Andrew 
Olendinning; Mr. George Bone; Mr. William 
White ; Ur. James Lewis ; Mr. Burgess ; Mr. 
Amos Booth ; Mr. Emeiy ; Mr. Thomas Baker ; 
Mr. J. A. Parker ; Mr. Walter Masker ; Mr. 
Henry Pitman; etc. 

Mr. Enoob BoBiHaoi', M.B.C.S. (author of 
Con Diteate protect Health!), was the first 
speaker. He said — The Bill which the Govem- 
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ment has introduced to limit the penalties 
for non- vaccination is based upon the Report of 
the Committee of 1871. We do not object to 
the Bill in the way it proceeds ; our abjection is 
that it does not go far enough. I wish respeot- 
folly to point out that if we are to be guided by 
that Beport of 1871 and the scientific authority 
upon which the quality of safety of vaccination 
rested, and if ^e scientifio evidence of Mr. 
Bimon (the greatest authority on that subject) 
ia compared by the Government with Mr, 
Simons B opinion of lost December upon preciaely 
the same subject, it seems to us that the 
Qovemment would have seen that the scientifio 
foondationforthe qnality of safety had vanished; 
and that instead of protecting by this Bill the 
well-to-do and the conrageous of socie^, the 
Oovemment would have seen it to be their duty 
to exercise their power (as Oovemment power 
should always be exercised) in favour of the 
helpless and poor. Allow me to remind you 
that in the Beport of 1871, Mr. Simon asserts 
two things [page B85), namely, that vaccine 
lymph cannot in many instances transfer in- 
fectious germs ; and that in thoae inatancea in 
which it is possible, the vesicle would show auoh 
symptoms and signs of the contamination as to 
be oDserved by the operator. But in the Britith 
Med jcaf i/ouma! of December lost, Mr. Simon 
published, in anticipation, an article which haa 
yet to appear in a atand&rd work of medicine, in 
which lus evidence, reprinted in the Beport of 
1871, is directly contradicted. Mr. Simon there 
admits that any of these infections germs 
can be transferred from one person to another ; 
and that in oaaea whi^ he espeoiijly 
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mentions, the vesicle which may contain them 
wiU show no symptom that it does contain them, 
and that the child from whom the lymph is 
taken will have no symptoms npon its body. I re- 
spectfnlly snbmit that after this change in the 
scientific authority (npon which anthority the 
quality of safety rested in 1871), such quality of 
safety has now no foundation to rest upon ; and 
if that be so, it is reasonable for this Deputation 
to ask the GoTemment to consider whether, in 
addition to protecting the courageous and the 
well-to-do, it is not the duty of the Government 
to protect also the helpless and the poor. Mr. 
Simon*s opinion is supported by &cts. The 
Betum obtained by Mr. Hopwood, the hon. 
member for Stockport, shows that in consequence 
of the communication of these diseases, strumous, 
erysipelatous, etc., the mortality during recent 
years has been considerably increased. Then 
there is the fact that eminent men who in 1853 
stated that these things did not occur, have one 
by one changed their opinion. Only as late as 
last Saturday, Dr. Robert Lee stated in the 
BritUh Medical Journal that he now admits 
that the vaccine vesicle does give rise to cutane- 
ous eruptions. Then there is the other fact 
that the proportion of small-pox cases after 
vaccination has increased exceedingly since 
vaccination was made compulsory. Mr. Marson 
showed that in the years preceding 1853 the per 
centage of small-pox after vaccination was 53. 
Mr. Jebb from statistics given in the Times, 
(October 1879), shows that the per centage of 
small-pox after vaccination was 75. But I now 
refer to a fact which has not been conmionly 
mentioned in connection with this matter, to 
show that this quality of safety no longer exists. 
At the present moment this question is being 
debated in the medical profession — £[as scrofula 
and its allied forms of strumous disease assumed 
in our day the syphilitic form ? Now that is a 
terrible suggestion, when taken in connection 
with the 28 years of compulsory vaccination, 
whereby you have been transferring from child 
to child lymph which can possibly contain this 
poisonous germ. The extent of the responsi- 
bility is seen, if you remember, that wlulst a 
strong Government may repeal a tax, no 
Government, however strong, can repeal or re- 
ciJl the mischief done by 28 years of systematic 
blood-poisoning. Let me point out to you the 
difference in the quality of safety and non- 
safety. If, according to Mr. Simon, the vesicle 
could not contain the poisonous germ, then if 
multiplied a million times the quality of safety 
would remain the same ; but admitting that it 
can be transferred, then if you multiply that 
case a million times, the result is simply incal- 
culable. I observe that Mr. Ernest Hart and 
others, in referring to this chance of infection, 
have termed it infinitesimal. I respectfully 
submit that that danger cannot be termed 
infinitesimal which is possible in any instance, 
and which is being multiplied a million times. 
And bear in mind, sir, that this remedy is not 
one of the ordinary remedies of medicine whose 
power is tested by weight and measure ; but it 
IS a living remedy, the minutest portion of which 
has the power to develop and increase to an 



extent only limited by the number of human 
beings in whom it is placed. Therefore, sir, I 
submit that the basis of the quality of safety has 
disappeared. I had the privilege of attending 
the medical Conference held last December in 
London, and heard Dr. Warlomont, who was 
brought over as the godfather, as it were, of the 
new system of animal vaccine lymph; and 
you, sir, have promised that the profession shall 
have opportunities of using animal lymph. 
Well, sir, to us that is no consolation. I will 
give you my reason why. I heard Dr. War- 
lomont's paper, which was afterwards printed 
in the British Medical Journal; and Dr. War- 
lomont's ideal system of vaccination is, that at 
every vaccination station, and in every village, 
there shall be a weekly calf from which ever^ 
child and grown up person shall be vacci- 
nated. He looks upon arm-to-arm vaccination 
as temporary, and to be deprecated, if you can 
have calf lymph. Last year I wrote to the 
Local Government Board for lymph, and asked 
them to guarantee it free from tiie taint of 
syphilis; and they sent me a letter stating that 
they dare not guarantee the lymph to be free 
from the taint of syphilis. Precautions are re- 
conmiended in order to avoid imparting that 
disease. I venture to say that no public vacci- 
nator can comply with these precautions. He 
cannot strip every child naked and examine it ; he 
cannot take the lymph and put it under the 
microocope ; and he does not know the history 
of every chUd*s parents. But even if these pre- 
cautions could be taken, the Government dare 
not guarantee the lymph to be firee from disease, 
and the Government is quite right in not doing 
so ; because, according to Mr. Simon's doctrine, 
the child may not at the time that it con- 
tains this tainted lymph, show any B3nziptom8, 
either in the vesicle or in its person mat it 
possesses that taint. And although you are in- 
tending to provide this animal lymph, you 
expect it to be used as " stock" l3rmph. Every 
child is not to be vaccinated direct from the 
animal lymph provided ; you expect the surgeonfl 
to carry on the arm-to-ann method as before. 
But I would point out to you that the moment 
you begin to transfer this stock lymph from 
child to child, you run the risk of transferring 
diseases; therefore, the provision of animal 
lymph does not give us the slightest consolation. 
Then with respect to this animal lymph, Mr. 
Ernest Hart in writing upon the subject in the 
British Medical Journal in 1877, asked *' AVThy 
should it not transmit syphilis, or foot and 
mouth disease, or malignant pustule?" Mr. 
Hart may have changed his opinion, but the 
calves are vaccinated from children, and there- 
fore to talk of the purity of animal lymph, or to 
say that it can be free from the diseases inci- 
dental to human beings is simply absurd and 
impracticable. Inasmuch as scrofula is ad- 
mitted by Mr. Simon to be a disease that can be 
transmitted, and as scrofula is a disease found 
in bovine animals, therefore, apart from the 
communication of disease from the child to the 
calf, you may transmit diseased oonditioni. 
But after all, the real point with us is thai 
disease cannot protect health. It is diioiin 
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whether yoa get it from the calf, the cow, or the 
child. We do not beUeTe that disease can pro- 
ieot health. We wish the battle ground upon 
which small-pox is to be fought to be outside 
and not within the human body; and we be- 
Heve that if sanitary measures were thoroughly 
carried out — as suggested by Mr. Simon in his 
able reports — (and I am sorry for the sake of 
the medical profession that those reports have 
ceased to be compiled under his superinten- 
dence), then I should have no fear, but that 
small-pox could be dealt with like other 
diseases. To those person who are not under 
the influence of a superstitious fear, small-pox 
IB not the formidable disease that it is supposed 
to be. There are many persons who would pre- 
fer at this moment to have small-pox rather 
than such a disease as scarlet fever. It is 
sooner cured. A case cannot occur in any 
decent community without being at once spotted 
and placed under proper conditions. We all 
know from the reports of the Government 
inspectors how great is their anxiety that 
ormnary sanitary conditions should be carried 
out notwithstanding their professed faith in the 
protective power of vaccination, and although 
95 per cent, of the community may be vaccina- 
ted. Other arguments are put before us, show- 
ing that there is a want of confidence amongst 
vaccinators in the protective power of vaccina- 
tion. They tell us that although nearly all the 
population are vaccinated, yet if there is one 
unyaccinated child he is like a person with a 
loaded gun. That shows there is a want of 
confidence in the practice of vaccination. Let 
me refer to that illustration, which, I tliink, was 
used by Dr. Farquharson, a member of the 
House of Commons. I accept the illustration, 
but I put it in its proper place. There are two 
ways in which men can protect themselves in 
society ; one is the barbarous way of carrying a 
loaded pistol, which is dangerous to the man him- 
self and those around ; and the other way is by the 
man being peaceable, and trusting to the police to 
protect hun. A child with the vaccine disease 
in it is like the man with a loaded pistol ; he 
carries the element of danger to himself and 
others. It is admitted that the vaccinated 
child is no protection to others. On the other 
hand, the child, strong and hearty, living 
under sanitary conditions, cannot possibly be a 
source of danger to the community. Dr. 
Warlomont makes an astounding recommenda- 
tion to medical men. He says that medical 
men should not take the responsibility of the 
quality of the lymph where it is used from arm- 
to-arm, but that the parent who wishes to have 
a child vaccinated should himself provide the 
lymph, and the doctor should simply perform 
tiie mechanical operation. Is that a fair thing 
to society? We say, if medical men wish to 
experiment upon this question, let them do it 
on their own responsibility. Just think of the ex- 
periments that are being performed. First, you 
have the arm-to-arm vaccination, then you want 
animal vaccination, and then you want com- 
pnlsory re-vaccination. Is the Government 
pepared to follow these gentlemen ? They ask 
nor compulsory re-vaccination to-day; but in 



France it is suggested that vaccination should 
be done once every ten years. Are they 
prepared to say to Parliament, **We want 
a second compulsory vaccination?" Logi- 
cally they ought to do, if you accept the first. 
Where is this to end? If you, sir, will 
ask your medical advisers. Dr. Buchanan and 
others, they will not be able to tell you what is 
the law which determines how long lymph will 
protect, therefore, there is no limit to the period, 
whether it shall be one or ten years. I hold 
that the Government is bound before sympa- 
thising with these gentlemen to say how far they 
are prepared to go. What we say is this, that 
considering the vast improvement which has 
taken place in the sanitary condition of the 
country — as Lord Macaulay observed, country 
gentlemen no longer gather the Utter of the 
&rm-yard imder the windows of the bed- 
chambers — the compulsory system should be 
done away with, and that if there is to be ex- 

Eeriment, let it be done solely on the responsi- 
ility of the profession on the one hand, and the 
wilHng acceptance of the people on the other. 
There will then be this benefit gained, that if 
the remedy has any virtue in it, the fierce 
criticism which every remedy has to undergo in 
the profession will bring out that virtue, and 
will get rid of its evils ; but stereotype a remedy 
in an Act of ParUament, as you are doing now, 
and you check healthy criticism, and kill that 
vitaUty which all honest remedies have to im- 
prove under the increased experience of man- 
kind. 

Mr. Alexander Wheeleb said — We who are 
here feel the disadvantage under which we are 
placed. We represent a great number of people, 
it is true ; and I beheve that your Department 
knows better than any one of us the number of 
persons we really represent. It is perfectly 
correct to say that we represent a larger number 
of people than the Deputation which waited upon 
you last week. But the people we represent 
are generally speaking the masses of the poor. 
We cannot speak as representing halls of learn- 
ing. We cannot speak as representing Royal 
Societies and Royal Colleges ; nor can we speak 
as having Boyal Families upon our side; but 
we can speak with considerable authority as 
representing a large number of our fellow- 
countrymen. Nevertheless as we appear for 
the poor, we speak under great disadvantage. 
In coming to the question we are met to bring 
before you to-day, I would like to impress upon 
you that your Department is the authority for 
the statements which I am going to make. I 
have sought in the records of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, I have sought in the utterances of 
its officers and in their annual reports, as well 
as tliose of the hospitals, to find what are the 
facts. The Deputation which waited upon you 
last week made a great deal of the authority 
which they represented. They made a great 
deal of the fears they entertain themselves as to 
what might happen if anything were conceded 
to us ; but unless the reports which have met 
my eye are inaccurate, they only expressed 
opinions and presented nothing in the way of 
facts telling against us. They had no great 
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experiences pointing against us ; they had no 
BCJentific observations pointing against us. 
Therefore, I will, if yon will permit me, for a 
few moments endeavour to show what facta they 
ar6 which Government officials of your Depart- 
ment and others, have been gathering which 
tell heavily and entirely against themselves. A 
hundred and fifty years ago, the practice of 
smaU-pox inoculation was begim in this country ; 
and Dr. Jurin, who was one of the most pro- 
minent members of the medical profession, and 
who endeavoured to show the great facility with 
which people could undergo the artificial disease, 
and the great danger they ran in incurring the 
natural disease, found from a large number of 
observations that the fatality of natural small- 
pox was one in six of the cases. This is con- 
firmed by Bees' 8 Cyclopcedm and other publi- 
cations. About 16 per cent, died after taking 
the disease in the natural way. I wish now to 
bring you to our own times. I will confine 
myself solely to the period since 1869, the 
hospital reports and those of the Metropolitan 
Asyltmi Board, many of which I have carefully 
cuUed for this occasion — reports presented by 
officials, none of them on our side, and all of 
them of unimpeachable authority ; these reports 
show that more than 16 per cent, die in hospitals 
to-day. Now this is a tremendous fact ; because 
if you have been vaccinating the people of this 
country to the extent of 81, 85 and 87 per cent, 
of the births, and still you find that the hospitals 
only cure the same number that were ciu*ed 150 
years ago, can you say that vaccination is of 
any avail? Supposing you have 100 cases in 
hospital, and you take no notice as to whether 
they are vaccinated or not, no more will be 
cured to-day, taking a large average of cases, 
than were cured in Dr. Jurin's day. That shows 
there is no improvement, no matter how many 
are vaccinated, as regards the recovery from the 
disease. 

Mr. DoDBON — You are taking now the case of 
the people who have the small-pox. 

Mr. Wheeler — Yes, and who are admitted to 
the hospitals for smaU-pox. I have reports of 
hospitals since 1869, which cover 89,000 cases, 
and out of that number no fewer than 29,500 
are vaccinated, as recorded by the doctors treat- 
ing them. Now that admission is entirely fatal 
to the existing law, for this reason, that Jenner's 
practice was primary vac<!ination ; he never 
contended for anything else, and that is the 
only thing which has ever been recognised and 
enforced by the laws of this country, although 
there are nve distinct enactments under which 
we suffer. Now Dr. Gay ton of the Homerton 
Hospital goes so far as to say ** that he supposes 
no one is prepared to state that primary vaccina- 
tion is an absolute preventive of small-pox.** 
Your own officer. Dr. Ballard says, — and I 
admire him for saying it, **Dr. Jenner's pre- 
diction has not been fulfilled. Experience has 
not justified his prediction, scientific observation 
and reasoning do not lead to the conclusion that 
small-pox ever will be eradicated even from 
civilised communities." At the Conference Dr. 
RobinBon has mentioned, Mr. Geely was present, 
and I am perfectly amazed that Mr. Ceely 



should listen without remark to Dr. Quain and 
allow his statements made to you on Monday 
last to pass without challenge. Mr. Ceely at 
the Conference stated — **They would not be 
able to annihilate smaU-pox, and be defied any 
one to show that he had claimed such a lesolt; " 
and yet Dr. Quain comes here and says that 
you can. Further than that, Dr. Gregory, and 
I do not know a better authority, for he was 
for many years at the head of the Small- 
Pox Hospital in London, in reviewing the 
epidemics of his own time; says^ — *' All idea of 
banishing the small-pox is vain and illosoiy." 
Now this is absolutely fatal to compulsory 
vaccination. The only thing which is how 
compelled is primary vaccination, and primaxy 
vaccination, on the confession of the hospital 
reports, is a gross and entire &ilure. Many 
of the hospital reports classify the disease 
simply by the vaccine marks; and the only 
ground upon which vaccination can to-day show 
any raiaon d'etre is the difference between the 
vaccinated and unvaccinated according to the 
marks. The hospital reports show that 96 per 
cent, of the discrete cases (the mild kind) aire 
vaccinated ; and the number of the vaocinatM 
decreases to about 60 per cent, of the cases as 
the disease grows more malignant. That show^ 
and it is confirmed by Dr. Bussell*s Glai^w 
report, that the tabulation of people acoormng 
to their vaccine marks is wrong, because yon 
only get the mild cases properly recorded. In 
very mild cases you can see the nmrks ; bnt in 
malignant cases they are not so easily diseoyered, 
Dr. Bussell points out that the compHers of 
the Metropolitan Hospital reports have not d^t 
with this difficulty. Dr. Bussell says that they 
altered the registration of some of their patients, 
because when convalescent they disooTered 
vaccine marks sometimes ''very good;" but 
what of those who died? They were not 
corrected, and they simply swelled the onyao- 
cinated death rate. This we contend is one 
reason why the unvaccinated show a greater 
death rate; but on the total yon show no 
reduction. 

Mr. DoDSON — On the total of what ? 

Mr. Wheeler — ^Yon take 100 persons in an 
hospital, and you have no fewer deaths among 
them than 150 years ago. 

Mr. DoDSON — Of people whohave the disease ? 

Mr. Wheeleb — Yes. The LcMcei says we 
must not take notice of these cases of 150 years 
ago, because they were all nnyaodnated. 
But that is the strength of our oontention. 
Then the unvaccinated population in this 
country include a large number of ohildien who 
have been vaccinated three times, and remain 
** unvaccinated " because of non-snccess. The 
Local Government Board's returns show nearly 
1000 of them per annmn. They are if entering 
hospital, unvaccinated. I have observed once 
or twice that children of this, and of tiie '*imfit'* 
class, have been noticed in the registration 
returns, but generally they are not specified 
when dying of small-pox. Then there are 5000 
children annually who have been turned aidfle 
by the ]public vaccinators, because yon select ilie 
population yon vaccinate ; yon dare not Baluidt 
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every child to this rite ; you know its danger ; 
and therefore you exempt those children that 
are not hesJthy. We submit that this is one of 
the most damaging statements that can be made 
a^nst the rite. Further than that, the 5000 
children that you put aside are some of the 
unvabcinated ; they are unhealthy and stru- 
mous and delicate, many of them have eczema 
and skin complaints. I have one case in my 
mind, from which no medical man would 
vaccinate because they had such a terrible dread 
of the erysipelas which would follow. These are 
the children who ought to be singled out in the 
reports, and specified separately, so that we may 
know if the unvaccinated are as we contend, tlie 
weakest of the small-pox hospital patients. I 
think you have here complete evidence showing 
the uselessness of primary vaccination, and I con- 
tend that it gives just ground for the total abolition 
of compulsion . JBut ^ it is contended that revac- 
cination is successful, then I answer that revao- 
cination on the positive evidence, is no better. 
Dr. Keller's report has never been challenged. 
He is not particularly friendly to us, nor does he 
appear to like being in any way connected with us. 
"^t Ihr. Keller reported a considerable number 
of revaccinated cases occurring amongst the 
State Bailway servants in Austria, and they 
yielded very nearly the same mortality as the 
unvaccinated. I will not detain you further. 
I think we have here ground for saying that 
any concessions you may make to us — and we 
shall be glad to receive them — ^will only have to 
be followed by others ; for as certainly as the 
people of this countiy are on the path of science, 
and disposed to follow its teaching; and as 
surely as scientific procedure is being more and 
more adopted into our legislation and into the 
homes and habits of the people, so certainly and 
so surely will the marcn of science doom this 
superstition to decay. 

Dr. Edward Hauohton, of Upper Norwood, 
said — On the present occasion we do not purpose 
occupying your attention with many details, but 
rather prefer to lay before you the general facts 
and pnnciples on which our own judgment in 
this matter has been based. So far as we have 
been allowed in the non-medical press, we have 
fully dealt with our opponents* arguments ; but 
the medical journals have been, up to the present 
time, absolutely closed against us. On the one 
hand, we find ourselves made the subject of 
continual attacks of the most scurrilous descrip- 
tion; whilst we are not, on the other hand, 
permitted even to answer libellous accusations, 
or to state wliat are our real opinions. Notwith- 
standing these disadvantages, we gain ground 
every day in the contest ; and in place of asking 
for a mere mitigation of penalties under the 
Vaccination Acts, we now demand the total 
disestablishment of the blood-poisoning trades- 
union, with all its ratteners, picqueters, spies, 
and ixiformers. If you ask me why I compare 
the pro- vaccinators to a trades-union, I say that 
their present and past behaviour alike just^ the 
appelmtion. The last act of which thev have 
been guilty is the issuing of a circular through 
the medium of the BritUh Medical Journal^ 
with' a view of obtaining the signatures (if 



possible) of about 9000 medical men, who are 
asked as a personal matter, to sign and return 
**the subioined declaration," or words to that 
effect. Obviously many signatures may have 
been obtained in this way which, had tune for 
reflection been allowed, would have been wiih- 
held. For the circular in question not only 
states that a healthy child, if unvaccinated, is 
** a nuisance *' (an obviously silly remark) ; but 
it makes a charge against the opponents of ifie 
Acts, which a very littie inquiry would have 
shown to be entirely false. Yet this is issued 
by the author of a tract called The Truth about 
Vaccination^ who is hereby challenged to pro- 
duce (if he is able) one single "interested 
person " who is engaged in depreciating vacci- 
nation or subverting the minds of ignorant and 
thoughtiess people. As for the leaders of the 
movement being now, or having been at any 
previous time moved by personal interest 
in the matter (as so many of our opponents 
must necessarily be), if such be the meaning 
intended to be conveyed in the declaration be- 
fore mentioned, we trample it under our feet 
with indignant scorn ; and beg to say in addi- 
tion, that if it lost us twice as much in the 
future, as it has done in the past, we will con- 
tinue to tear away the refuge of lies ; nor will 
we cease until we have cut down, root and 
branch, the upas tree that stands as an obstacle 
in the path of science, and overshadows every 
home in the land with its poisonous influence. 
I will not weary you with a discussion of the 
needless alarms with which an attempt is made 
to frighten '* thoughtless and ignorant people " in 
case the present acts are mitigated in their 
severity ; out I will ask our legislators whether 
they are themselves prepared to carry out the 
theory of vaccination which is now generally 
received? Unless all of them who are past 
middle life have been several times vaccinated 
" successfully,** as it is absurdly called, they are, 
according to all pro- vaccinators '* barrels of 
petroleum, kegs of gunpowder, cakes of nitro- 
glycerine, and public nuisances which ought to 
be put down." Nay, more the magistrates who 
administer this imconstitutional law, are not 
only themselves usually in a practically unvac- 
cinated condition, but are, moreover, individually 
liable to penalty under another law which for- 
bids inoculation with small-pox matter, and 
which tiiey are aiding and abetting whenever 
they promote the use of the so-called ** vaccine 
lymph" now provided by Government, which 
turns out to be, on the confession of these gentle- 
men who recentiy addressed you on the other 
side to be, in the great majority of cases, neither 
more nor less than small-pox matter diluted by 
being passed through the body of a beast. 
That it is altered in its essential properties by 
this dilution is contrary to all scientific analogy ; 
whilst the increase in the number and seventy 
of epidemics of small-pox since it has become 
fashionable, ftilly justifies the supposition that 
it retains itis pristine virulence unchanged. 

Mr. Amos ^ooth (Leicester) said — I have the 
honour of coming from a town which sends to 
Parliament Mr. Peter Alfred Taylor, Uie gentle- 
man who has made such an important move in 
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the House of Commons in connection with this 
matter. At Leicester we have, I am happy to 
say, an increasing number of anti-vaccinators ; 
and speaking on their behalf, I can assure you 
that whilst we do not wish to throw any impedi- 
ment in the way of the Government Bill which 
you have introduced, we certainly will not rest 
satisfied with anything short of the total repeal 
of the Compulsory Acts. We have looked at 
this matter rather strongly in Leicester, and I 
presume we may claim to stand A.I., so to 
speak, in fighting the battle of anti- vaccination. 
Owe prosecutors have sent over thirty men to 
Leicester jail who have refused to comply with 
this law. (** Shame.") We have paid out of the 
pockets of poor people hundreds and himdreds 
of pounds in fines; and to-day, on the authority 
of the vaccination officer, we have some 500 
defjAulters. We have looked at this matter from 
various points. It is customary with those who 
are opposed to us, especially the medical pro- 
fession, to accuse us of introducing far-fetched 
statistics in discussing this question. That is 
untrue, unjust, ungentlemanly ; it is dishonest 
to accuse us of doing anything of the kind. We 
never introduce statistics of our own ; they are 
always the figures of the vaccinators. We have 
no figures, and we do not want any. As far as 
I am personally concerned, I consider it against 
oommon-sense to attempt to discuss vaccination 
on the basis of statistics. But as the doctors 
introduce them (trying to take us as far from 
home as possible) — we refute them. I prefer, 
however, to take our own experience. We have 
sufficient evidence from our own medical officer 
in Leicester to prove that vaccination is a thing 
rotten from the core. 

Mr. DoDSON — ^Apart from statistics — as you 
do not attach weight to them — what is your 
own argument ? 

Mr. Booth — My own argument is that vacci- 
nation is opposed to nature — that it is an im- 
natural operation. I have a little boy in this 
room, one of the asserted foci of infection. I 
have been summoned for him five times because 
I have refused to comply with the law and have 
him vaccinated, and I shall protect him in spite 
of fifty thousand prosecutions. This Bill, if 
passed by the Government, will not confer on 
us at Leicester much advantage; and I hope 
from the facts adduced by unprejudiced and 
disinterested witnesses, that you will see your 
way not only to abolish multiple penalties, but 
to go in for what we in Leicester intend to have 
— ^total and unconditional repeal. 

Mr. James Lewis (Ipswich) mentioned a 
case within his own knowledge of a child whose 
death from small-pox was registered as **un- 
vaccinated;" but on searching the vaccination 
register it was found to be entered as ** success- 
fufiy vaccinated." 

Mr. BuROESS (Norwich) — My object is not to 
argue the question, but simply to inform you as 
to the state of public opinion in the district 
from whence I come. I am a native of Norwich. 
After being away for some time I returned 
about five years ago, and shortly afterwards was 
requested to have my child vaccinated. I 
declined, and was prosecuted. That, I believe. 



was the first prosecution in Norwich. Since 
that time there have been a number of prosecu- 
tions. I sat on the Board of Guardians, and 
we had occasion to call for a return in February 
1879 of the number of children then unvacoi- 
nated, and we found that those above six months 
old numbered 260, showing that from 1876 to 
1879 the feeling against compulsory vaccination 
had grown astonishingly. Further, last March 
I had the honour to be returned at the top of 
the poll for the School Board of Norwich, 
although I do not occupy such a prominent 
position as would warrant my being placed in 
that capacity, beyond the fact that I have all 
along protested against compulsory vaccina- 
tion. The feeling on the subject in Norwich 
is so strong that I polled 900 more votes than 
any of the other eighteen candidates. I think 
that fact alone shows that the feeling against 
this law is very strong in Norwich. We have 
a number of people who pay weekly to a ''defence 
fund," and the more they are prosecuted the 
more willingly and vigorously they subscribe 
and collect subscriptions. As anti-vaccinators 
I think we ought to give you credit, sir, for an 
honest attempt to deal with this question ; at 
the same time I must say that should this BiU 
become law, I believe that where there is now 
one anti- vaccinator, there will then be twenty; 
because in our city and throughout the country 
there are hundreds of people who cannot afford 
to pay fines time after time. I do not say this 
to discourage the Government from passing the 
Bill, but because I am convinced that the only 
satisfactory settiement of this vexed question 
will be the total abolition of the Vaccination 
Acts. 

It was announced that Mr. John Lucas, of 
Gateshead, whose name was next on the Ust 
of speakers, was unable to come. 

Dr. W. J. Collins, said — I vnsh to impress 
upon you, sir, and the honourable Board over 
which you preside, the absolute necessity of 
practical experience upon this vital question. 
Men are often quoted as authorities upon this 
subject who have had no experience at all, as, 
for instance, Mr. John Simon. In my capacity 
as a public vaccinator for more than twenty 
years, I had an opportunity of making myself 
master of the subject during no less than five or 
six epidemic outbreaks of small-pox, and I have 
no hesitation in sa3ring that vaccination neither 
mitigates, moderates, nor prevents small-pox. 
At one time a few only of the professional 
experts who were competent to judge doubted 
the efficacy of vaccination, but of late years a 
behef has been steadily growing amongst all 
classes, especially the poor, that even allowing 
it protects their children from small-pox, it 
often conveys other diseases from one child to 
another, and ought not therefore to be made 
compulsory. When I first commenced the 
practice of physic it was the fashion to bleed, 
purge, and inoculate with small-pox. The 
practice of inoculating was carried on in this 
country for eighty or ninety years, sanctioned 
and approved by the Boyal College of Phy- 
sicians. It is now, thanks to the untiring 
zeal in the cause of suffering hmnanify of the 
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late Thomas Wakley, made a penal offence. It 
is now the fashion to be vaccinated and re-vac- 
cinated. One of the Court physicians, who was 
wliipped up for the occasion, told the Select 
Committee of 1871 that he should ** think him- 
self wicked if he were not to reconmiend every 
one, whenever the small-pox became epidemic, 
to be vaccinated and re- vaccinated.'* Now I 
say, as a practical man. Never under any cir- 
cumstances vaccinate or re- vaccinate during an 
epidemic, as I have known the worst possible 
results follow, and even death. If we were to 
adopt this learned gentleman's advice, con- 
sidering we have upon an average five or six 
epidemic outbreaks of small-pox every twenty 
years, it is hardly possible to conceive what a 
mass of diseased animals we should become. If 
you wish to stamp out smaU-pox, isolate all who 
fall sick, institute and enforce a more rigid 
observance of the necessary sanitary laws, do 
away with the plague spots and fever dens that 
abound in the metropolis,* and especially that 
filthy cesspool, the Begent's Canal, which, to 
my knowledge, has been used these last forty 
years as a receptacle for the whole of the sewage 
from the Zoological Gardens, and in my opinion 
is the. cause of many preventible diseases. As 
to the transmission of syphilis through vaccine 
lymph, no man of eminence and experience 
now denies it. Hereditary syphilis has of late 
years been playing an important part among 
the population generally, and the offspring of 
those constitutionally affected are often used as 
vaccinifers. " The blood theory,^' as it is called, 
is a delusion. Where does the lymph come 
from if not from the blood? Besides, speci- 
mens of the pv/rest lymph from a national 
vaccine station have been found to contain 
blood corpuscules. The whole system of vac- 
cination, as now practised, is involved in doubts, 
difficulties, and disputes, and is liable to so 
many reasonable objections that nothing short 
of the adoption, of Mr. Taylor's amendment to 
the Bill now before the House of Conmions will 
satisfy those who, like myself, are opposed to 
compulsory vaccination. 

Mr. Thomas Bakeb said — There had been 
three deputations to the Government upon this 
question, and some of the medical men had been 
urgmg greater stringency m the law. The 
present deputation asked for the total repeal of 
the compulsory law. As the Government could 
not advance or recede without making hosts of 
enemies, he suggested that it would be better to 
have a ftdl and fair inquiry, and he suggested 
that able lawyers would make suitable refer- 
ees. He would be quite satisfied with their 
verdict. (" We should not.") 

Mr. DoDSON reminded the speaker that some 
of the able lawyers mentioned had expressed 
. decided views in favour of vaccination. 

Mr. F. Davis, junr., (Enniscorthy, Ireland), 
pointed out that there had been severe visita- 
tions of small-pox in his country, notwithstand- 
ing the enforcement of vaccination and the 
boast that it had stamped out small-pox. There 
was an increasing ol^ection to the compulsory 
vaooination law in Lreland. Those who were 
proflaouted over and over again were regarded 



as martyrs, and one gentleman was removing 
his family to America in consequence of having 
been proceeded against nine or ten times. 

Mr. DoDSON — ^How can that be? Such is 
not the law in Ireland. 

Mr. Davis repeated that the multiple penalties 
appUed to Ireland, the law having been altered 
last year. 

Mr DoDSON referred to the Act of Parliament 
and found that Mr. Davis's statement was cor- 
rect. 

Mr. Henry Pitman (Manchester) pointed 
out that many poor parents were induced by 
fear of prosecution to neglect the registration of 
the births of their children ; other parents tried 
to evade the law by removal or by giving false 
names. Mr. Hastings, M.P., said that as a 
magistrate he had never known any person pro- 
secuted for refusing to vaccinate; the implied 
inference being that the anti-vacciuators were a 
contemptible minority. The fact was that hun- 
dreds of prosecutions took place every year, and 
there would be thousands more if the poor 
could afford to pay the fines, or had the courage 
to go to prison. Parents yielded up their 
children to this detested operation against their 
conscience ; but the law makers were the real 
criminals. Sir John Lubbock stated that he 
had never been questioned on the subject of 
vaccination at any election meeting. In the 
North of England every candidate was closely 
questioned, as Mr. Jacob Bright and the other 
members of Parliament present could testify. 
There was a very strong feeling in the Man- 
chester district against this mischievous and 
oppressive enactment, and nothing would satisfy 
the people but total repeal. Modifications of 
the law were only accepted as instalments of 
justice. He recommended suspension of the 
compulsory power pending a Boyal Commission 
of Inquiry. To show the dangerous effect of the 
present stringent law, even in the opinion of 
pro-vaccinators, Mr. Pitman quoted the follow- 
ing from the report of the medical officers of the 
Hospital for Sick Children. "The excitable 
glandular system of a child so young may be 
(and sometimes is) so affected by the irritation 
and effects of the operation (vaccination) as to 
leave results which are, to say the least, un- 
desirable, and which might be avoided if a 
longer period were allowed." Mr. Pitman con- 
tended that vaccination was nothing less than 
inoculation, and therefore ought to be a penal 
offence. In proof of this he quoted from a 
Report on the Present State of Vaccination, 
made at the request of the Provincial Medical 
and Surgical Association in 1889, by a com- 
mittee of 28 duly registered medical men, of 
whom Dr. Baron, Jenner's biographer, was 
chairman. In this report it was stated : — " The 
vaccine dis^ease is not the preventive of small- 
pox, but the small-pox itself, the virulent and 
contagious disease being a malignant variety." 
Mr. Pitman also exhibited Mr. Ceely's work of 
the same date, with its coloured plates of ihe sick- 
ening- sores produced by the attempt to create 
animal lymph. In conclusion, he urged that 
as vaccination could not possibly prevent small- 
pox, and as the law was not really eompulBOzy 
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and eoold not be abeohitely eniSoTced, it hiui 
better be repealed. 

Mr. Wm. Tebb presented a MemoruJ from 
the London Society for the Abolition of Com- 
pnlsory Yaeeination setting forth the evils of 
Tmccination and praying for the repeal of the 
Vaccination Acts. Mr. Tebb said the Memoiial 
embodied the feelings of a large nnmber oi 
intelligent parents thronghont the kingdom. 
Statistics had proved that vaccination had no 
eflect in preventing or mitigating small-pox; 
benee the memorialists urged that vaccination 
on^t to be optional and not compnlsoiy. 
The facts set forth in the Memorial were not 
invented by anti- vaccinators, bat were obtained 
from the bluest and most reliable authorities. 
To show the extent of the opposition to these 
Acts, Mr. Tebb mentioned that there were 
three journals devoted to the work of repeal, 
and there was a large amount of disaUis- 
fftction with the Acts throughout the country. 
The literature published on the question was so 
extensive that ihe head of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment lately stated in the House of Commons 
that the tables of honourable members literally 
groaned under its weight. Nothing short of 
the entire repeal of the Compulsory Vaccination 
Acts would fdlay the widesj^read irritation and 
acute feeling of injustice produced by this unwise 
and mischievous legislation. 

Mr. SsBJKANT Simon, M.P., said the Depu- 
tation represented all piots of the country. The 
honourable member added — *' In my part of the 
eountry, there is a very strong feelmg about it. 
In the parliamentary borough of Dewsbury and 
the neighbourhood of Leeds, I believe there are 
many hundreds of the working class who are 
opposed to this measure." 

Mr. ExEHT related how he had lost one child 
through vaccination, and expressed his detes- 
tation of the practice and his determination to 
oppose the compulsory law until it was repealed. 
Me referred to the fact that whereas the communi- 
cation of syphilis by vaccination was utterly 
denied a few years ago, the dreadful facts were 
now admitted. This was sufficient to justify 
parents* refusal to allow their children to be 
vaccinated. He characterised vaccination as 
the greatest mistake ever made by medical men, 
and advocated suspension of the Acts and a ftill 
inquiry. The investigation by the Committee 
of 1871 was partial, witnesses were refused a 
hearing, and the Committee came to an abrupt 
conclusion. One of the witnesses was Sir William 
Jenner who said repeatedly that he was no 
authority upon vaccmation, yet he had the 
hardihood to recommend all the Boyal Family 
to be revaccinated. Mr. Emery said the letter 
written by Sir William Jenner to some member 
of the medical deputation was astounding in its 
stupidity. Victims cried aloud for vengeance 
on those who had passed these iniquitous Acts. 

Mr. DoDSON, in reply, said — He had listened 
with interest to the statements which they had 
made on the question. In regard to the evidence 
before the Committee of 1871, he did not quite 
understand a remark which had been made to the 
eBoei that anti-vacdnation witnesses were not 



heard befbxe the Committee. There was a thick 
! volume of evidence. It mi^t be tiiat every 
man in the country who was opposed to vaccina- 
tion was not heard, but there must be a limit to 
inquiry, or the question would never be brou^t 
to a conclusion. He had the greatest respect 
and 63rmpathy for those who thought their 
childrni had sufiiued throng the law. It 
was the duty of the Government to act as far 
as they could on what they believed to be the 
average settled public opinion of the country, 
and they had to wei^ on the one hand the feel- 
: ings of individual parents, and on the other hand 
to consider what was believed by the community 
at large to be of material consequence for their 
prote^on from disease. The Bill before the 
House was not one either for the establishment 
or disestablishment of compulsion, nor had it 
anything to do with the question of re-vaccina- 
tion ; the Bill was simply one for reducing the 
great multiplicity of penalties which might now 
be infUcted on the same person. Some difierence 
of opinion had been expressed in the room as to 
the Bill, and he should like to know whether 
the majori^ of tiiose present wished for the Bill 
or not. (Cries of *' Yes, yes," and Mr. Tebb 
said that he was sure the migority accepted the 
Bill as an instalment, and that they felt the 
diffic^ties of the right hon. gentieman's position. 
Hear, hear.) Mr. Dodson said that having as- 
certained their opinion on this point he did not 
think he could say anytiiing more than that he 
was glad he had met them. — Serjeant Simon 
thtmked tiie right hon. gentieman, and the 
Deputation withdrew. 



A private meeting of the members of the 
Deputation was subsequentiy held at Whitehall, 
when Dr. Collins spoke of the importance and 
beneficial effect of questioning candidates at 
electioiLB, and only voting for those who promised 
to support the repeal of the Compulsory Vac- 
cination Law. 

Mr. Alex. Wheeleb impressed on all the 
friends of the movement, present and absent, 
the duty and necessity of persevering and 
energetic efforts on behalf of their cause, and 
espe^ally in educating members of Parliament. 

Mr. Tebb thought the meeting would like to 
hear a statement from Mr. GUes, of Boston, 
U.SA., respecting the anti- vaccination move- 
ment in America. Mr. Gtiles gave a very in- 
teresting and encouraging account of the grow- 
ing feehng against vaccination amongst his 
countr3rmen. There were no vaccination pro- 
secutions in the United States, but unvacoinated 
children were excluded frt>m tiie public schools. 
It was believed by Dr. Wilder that the increase 
of consumption in the United States was largely 
due to vaccination. The attempts of tiie 
" regular " doctors to get a monopoly of the art of 
heaUng had been signally defeated. Many 
eclectic practitioners were opposed to vaccina- 
tion ; the press also was more oisposed to publish 
artides against the practice. He agreed with 
Sir John Forbes that there would be fewer 
deaths in civilised communities if there were no 
doctors, and with Oliver Wendell Holmes ^liMOi 
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he adyised them to throw medicine into the sea, 
for it wonld be better for mankind, though worse 
for the fishes. 

Mr. TsBB congratulated the members of the 
Depntation that, in the opinion of such a high 
' authority as Mr. Jacob Bright, it had been veiy 
successful. He hoped they would all feel ani- 
mated to renewed eflforts to procure the entire 
repeal of the compulsory law, and advised every 
friend of the movement to co-operate with the 
London Society for the Abolitiou of Compulsory 
Vaccination, which had opened central omces in 
London, at Gray's Inn Chambers, 20 High 
Holbom. The subscription had been placed 
as low as 28. 6d. per annum. Mr. Hasker, the 
secretary", would be glad to receive the names of 
new members. 

Several names and subscriptions were handed 
in. 

Mr. Tbbb, onbehalf of the Committee, thanked 
those members of the Deputation who had come 
long distances. 

On the motion of Mr. Booth, seconded b^ 
Mr. Baxbb, it was resolved that while no impedi- 
ment would be placed in the way of the Govern- 
ment Bill, the Deputation would not rest satisfied 
until the Vaccination Acts were unconditionally 
repealed. 

The meeting closed with hearty thanks to 
Mr. Tebb and tiie Committee for the energy 
they had shown in organising the deputation. 



LETTERS CONNECTED WITH THE 
DEPUTATION. 

Many letters were received excusing attendance 
with the Deputation, the chief reason being the 
awkward day, 2nd August, Bank Holiday. The 
preceding Monday, 26th July, had been origin- 
ally fixed by Mr. Dodson for the interview; and 
Mr. P. A. Taylor had consented to introduce 
the Deputation, but the change of date compelled 
him to write — 

22 Ashley Place, S.W. 
27th July, 1880. 

Dear Sir, — I am always engaged on August 
Bank Holiday — all my old employes spend the 
day with me at Brighton, so that it would be 
very inconvenient for me to attend. But it does 
not matter, as you will easily get another M.P. to 
introduce you, and there will be no more time 
for speaking than the medical men of the depu- 
tation shoidd take. Besides which I have so 
lately spoken at large that it will perhaps be 
better that I should not do so now. — 
Yours truly, 

Wm. mite, Esq. P. A. Taylor. 



From C. H. Hopwood, Esq., M.P. 

Liverpool Assizes, 
80th July, 1880. 
Dear Sir, — I should be glad to attend the 
deputation on Monday next if I can get away 
frmn thu, whieh if not at present quite certain. 

W. White, Esq. Chab. H. Hopwood. 



From LofiD Clifton. 

Cobham Hall, Gravesend, 29th July, 1880. 

My dear Sir, — Our aims and desires are the 
same, viz., the repeal of the Vaccination Acts. 
I prefer, however, to work alone, and not 
through deputations, associations, and com- 
mittees. I do not greatly beheve in the success 
of deputations to ministers. Furthermore, I 
decline to attend one on Bank Holiday. I have 
written strongly to Mr. Dodson, but I do not 
wish it to be thought that he has given a public 
and successful reply to my arguments. I advise 
you to rely strongly on isolation and disin- 
fection as the only true means of preventing 
the spread of small-pox. That would be a fair 
subject for Government to take up. How can 
the vaccination of children who have not got 
any disease whatsoever affect the spread of 
smaU-pox ? It is an atrocious impudent lie for 
the press to say that the non- vaccination of 
healtny children is the same as the dissemina- 
tion of small-pox. It is a contradiction in 
terms, and a transparent absurdity. Pray give 
it my friend Mr. Dodson hot and strong on this 
point. TeU him that he himself, for the matter 
of ti^at is a possible focus of small-pox, measles, 
scarlatina, diphtheria, typhus and typhoid fever, 
and Asiatic cholera, and is, therefore, a danger 
to the public. The confusion between fad and 
vague possibility involved in the enforcement of 
vaccination is really too puerile when you look 
into it ; and as under the most extreme circum- 
stances a large majority of the population mtut 
escape small-pox, even if vaccination had never 
been invented, therefore, by their own confes- 
sion, the doctors inflict a certain disease on the 
entire population, for which the majority get no 
compensation at aU. A whole nation is given a 
** mild " pox (of which, however, many die, and 
more are seriously poisoned) in order that a 
minority may escape small-pox, a by no means 
necessarily fatal, or even permanently disfigur- 
ing disease. — ^Yours very faithfnlly, 

Wm. White, Esq. Clipton. 

From Thokas Bubt, Esq., M.P. 

House of Commons, 
29th July, 1880. 
Dear Sir, — I leave to-morrow for Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, and cannot return to London before 
Monday night. I regret, therefore, that I shall 
not be able to accompany the deputation to Mr. 
Dodson on Monday. I entirely agree with the 
object sought by the deputation, and wish you 
every success. — Truly yours, 
Wm. White, Esq. Thokas Burt. 

From A. J. Otway, Esq., M.P. 

19 Cromwell Boad, S.W. 
81st July, 1880. 
Dear Sir, — Begret that I shaU be in Stafford- 
shire at the time arranged for the reception of 
the deputation. I think it right, however, to 
say that I am by no means prepared without 
further inquiry and authority to go the length 
that Mr. Taylor does in the matter. — I am, dear 
sir, yours truly, 
Wm. White, Esq. Abthub OtwaY. 
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From the Mayor of Leeds. 

Town Hall, Leeds, 
29th of 7th Month, 1880. 
Dear Friend, Wm. White, — I regret that I 
shall not he ahle to join your deputation. I am 
writing to our memher, J. Barran, and hope 
that he and Herhei*t Gladstone may see their 
way to he present and support the Government 
Bill. — I am respectfully, 

George Tatham. 



From John Barran, Esq., M.P. 

88 Queen's Gate, S.W. 
29th July, 1880. 
Dear Mr. Mayor, — I regret that I cannot 
join the deputation to Mr. Dodson in reference 
to the Abolition of Compulsory Vaccination, as 
I am not favourable to such a change in the law. 
I am, however, in favour of providing such safe- 
guards as will, as far possible, prevent some of the 
worst eflfects].of the present system. — I am, dear 
Mr. Mayor, yours truly. 
To the Right Worshipful John Barran. 
the Mayor of Leeds. 



From Herbert Gladstone, Esq., M.P. 

House of Commons, 
30th July, 1880. 
Sir, — I regret to say that I do not consider it 
advisable for me to attend the deputation to- 
morrow, for the reason that my presence might 
give rise to misunderstanding about my own 

r>sition in regard to the vaccination question. — 
am, sir, your obedient servant, 
Wm. White, Esq. Herbert Gladstonb. 



From the Hon. Auberon Herbert. 

Panshanger, Hereford, 
28th July, 1880. 
' Dear Sir, — I am thoroughly opposed to com- 
pulsory vaccination. I express no opinion on 
vaccination itself. Be good enough to guard 
me from doing this. I could not attend the 
deputation as I am returning home. — Yours 
faithfully, 
Wm. White, Esq. Aubeson Herbert. 



From S. Lennard, Esq., Leicester. 

Linwood Villa, Humberstone Boad, 
1st August, 1880. 

Dear Sir, — I fully intended to join the depu- 
tation to Mr. Dodson, but our Sunday School 
Centenary Festival is fixed for to-morrow, and 
as I am superintendent of a large Sunday 
School, I muist attend it. I regret very much 
that the two events are on the same day, as I 
should have been glad to have supported, 
in any way I could, the deputation. If in the 
future, occasion arises for taking such steps 
again, kindly let me know, and I ^all be happy 
to as^. With thanks for your kindness and 
trouble. — I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, 

Wm. White, Esq. S. Lennard. 



I From the Bev. William Cuff. 

Shoreditch Tabernacle, 
4th August, 1880. 
My dear Sir, — I should have been with you 
on Monday, but I was out of town. I write to 
say this because I should not like yon to think ' 
I am at all indifferent about the vaccination 
question. I very much regret I could not form 
one of the deputation, and take public part in 
the humane and Christian demand for reform 
in the law on this matter. It is to me astotmd- 
ing that intelligent Englishmen quietly submit 
to such a farce as vaccination. But I hope the 
time of deliverance is near, and that sound 
reason and common-sense will prevail with 
statesmen who are liberal and noble on almost 
every question touching national and social 
progress. At the last General Election I 
pleaded everywhere, privately, and publicly, 
that no question should be a teat question except 
Gladstone or Beaconsfield — Which ? This tens 
of thousands of us did, and I hope it will not be 
forgotten by those we sent to St. Stephen's. 
Let us plod on, bravely and wisely, for we can 
wait to win, and the next generation will bless 
if this shall curse us. — I am, sir, yours sincerely, 

Wm. White, Esq. W. Cuff. 



THE MEMOBL^ TO MB. DODSON. 

To the Right Honourable J, O, Dodson, M.P,, 
President of the Local Government Board, 
The Humble Memorial of The London 
Society for the Abolition of Compulsobt 
Vaccination, 

Sheweth, 

That no fewer than five Acts of Parliament 
4iave been passed to make the practice of vacci- 
nation universal, and to reduce to the smallest 
possible number the unvacoinated people of 
England and Wales. 

That these enactments have effected the object 
aimed at to as great an extent as is possible, 
comparatively few children except those certified 
to be unfit now remaining unvaocinated. 

That this has been the case vnth only slight 
variations since 1870, the Act making vaccina- 
tion very difficult of evasion having passed in 
the year 1867. 

That we may therefore consider the popula- 
tion of Englajid and Wales which has been 
subject to the legislation of 1867 an almost 
entirely vaccinated population. 

That since the year 1869 certain Hospitals 
have reported ^9,000 cases of treated small-pox. 

That of this large number no fewer tnan 
29,680 are reported as vaccinated prior to 
admission. That with every increase on the 
per centage of the population who are vaccina- 
ted, the proportion of vaccinated persons thus 
treated in Hospitals for the small-pox increases. 

That Edward Jenner's so-called "disooyeiy** 
of the practice of vaccination was accepted and 
adopted in 1802, because of his then declaring 
in the most positive language it wbe poasihle to 
employ that primary yacdoation abaoliitefy pro- 
tected from small-pox for life. 
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That the above named Hospital experience of 
recent years has compelled meoical authorities to 
entirely abandon Jenner's ground, and deny the 
statements he made in 18€^. 

That Dr. Gayton has even gone so far as to 
say in his well known Homerton Report, "I 
suppose no one is now prepared to say that 
primary vaccination is an absolute preventive of 
small-pox." 

The fjEulure of primary vaccination (the only 
enforced practice) thus confessed, is a universal 
failure, and applies wherever vaccination is 
practiced. 

That the severity of the disease in bad cases 
produces so much eruption as to cover up or 
obliterate vaccine marks upon the patient. 

That the mild cases are those on which vacci- 
nation marks are clearly visible. 

That there has resulted a classification of 
Hospital small-pox patients by ** marks *' oi vac- 
cination which is wholly misleading. 

That this has been proved to be misleading in 
Glasgow Hospitals, the classification of the 
patients having been altered on recovery. 

That this classification by marks of vaccine is 
further proved to be misleading, from the fEict 
that the disease now follows the exact course 
described by Sydenham, long before Jenner was 
bom. 

That in severity and fatality it is now just 
what Jurin's collected cases show it to have 
been in the early part of the 18th century. 

That so far as statistics show, vaccination is 
therefore proved to have no influence either in 
preventing or modifying the small-pox. 

That the foregoing facts clearly lead to the 
conclusion that tiie practice of vaccination ought 
to be entirely optional. 

That as no public benefit is derived from it, 
no portion of the public funds should be paid 
for its support. 

Yoitr Memorialists therefore pray that you 
will introduce into Parliament a Bill 
having for its object the Repeal of all 
the existing Vaccination Laws, And 
yowr Memorialists will ever pray, 

William Tebb, Chairman, 
Walter Haskeb, Hon, Sec, 
(and about 40 others.) 



ARE VACCINATORS FOOLS, OR KNAVES, 

OR WHAT?' 

Wx have been aroused to ask ourselves the question 
— ^Are our medical vaccinators fools, or knaves, or 
what? from their extraordinary action and extra- 
or^nary statements against the Bill, recently before 
Parlijuoient in relation to vaccination, to limit the 
persecuting power of Boards of Guardians and of 
Justice Shallows. 

For instance, we have one aged physician who 
should command respect, but whose conduct only 
excites pity. A Uttle more than a vear a^o he 
wrote and published that he commended anti-vac- 
dnators for bearing numerous penalties, or even 
repeated imprisonment, rather than submit their 
children to tiie gfaaatlv risk of vaecinO'SyphiUs. 
Now he can be dii^;ged before the President of the 



Local Government Board to give influence b^r his 
presence to a medical deputation desiring unlimited 
persecution of parents, to force them to submit 
their children to the ghastly risk he, in a lucid 
moment, stronffly deprecated. We say his presence 
advisedly, for he was as impotent to inake a speech 
or plead a reason as Jenner himself when before a 
Parliamentary Committee. 

Then the medical vaccinators reason that to sive 
up perpetual persecution of virtuous parents (which 
is m itself a crime), and to be allowed only a 
limited power of crushing the consciences of fathers 
and mothers, and to be allowed only a limited 
power to take from parents their authority and 
right over the welfare of theii* children, will 
result in a fearful epidemic of small-pox ! Natural 
liberty, then, is dangerous folly. Small-pox, 
then, does not come of filth, but bursts out 
only when parents are not the serfs of medical 
impostors. Then the Government is informed that 
the anti- vaccinators are so small a minority that it 
should not hsten to them ; but is informed, too, 
that they are so strong that if they are released 
from the despotic chains of persecution they will 
overturn and destroy vaccination altogether ! 

Such action and such reasoning have incited us to 
see if our forefathers, or the inhabitants of other 
countries, were burdened with the curse of medical 
foUies, superstitions, and crimes. It seems that 
the evil has ever been the same, though varied in 
form. 

For instance, in modem times, as late as the 
reign of James L, EngUsh physicians resorted to 
jumcial astrology to discriminate diseases and deter- 
mine if death or a cure would result ! 

We have in the history of physicians* the ques- 
tion that they put to candidates for licence to kill 
or cure the people, and the. answer given by a 
medical student — ** Being asked in astrology what 
house he looked into to know a disease or the event cf 
it, and how the lord ascendant should stand thereto, 
<<He answereth. He looks for the sixth house, 
which being disproved he saith he understands 
nothing therein but what he hath out of CaUman; 
and being asked what books he hath read in that 
art, he saith he hath none but Caliman. " 

Lonff before the reign of James I., and down to 
the end of the reign of his grandson, physicians and 
surgeons published book after book to prove that 
the touch of our kings cured scrofula 1 Richard 
Wiseman, sergeant-surgeon to Charles H., was 
probably skilful up to the light of his day, and 
an accurate observer of disease. In his Treatise 
on Scrofula, a work that proves his knowledge 
of the disease, he says: '*His Majesty cureth 
more in any one year than all the chirurffeons in 
London in an age. " In another passage he says : 
"I mvself have been a frequent eye-witness of 
many hundreds of cures performed by his Majesty's 
touch alone, without anv assistance of chirurgy, 
and many of them such as had tired out the 
endeavours of able chirurgeons before they came 
thither. It were endless what I myself have seen, 
and what I receive acknowledgments of by letter, 
not only from the several parts of this nation, but 
also from Ireland, Scotland, Jersev, and Guernsey." 
Higher medical evidence could not be given in 
any case. Yet the whole thing was falsity and 
superstition nevertheless. The skill and honesty 
of Wiseman cannot be doubted. He believed as 
his predecessors beheved. His belief was confirmed 
by bishops and priests. The English Prayer-Book 
for centuries contained a special service for the 
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Ceremony qfiha Touch, wherein Gkxl waa reminded 
thikt, "Through Thine unspeakable goodness to- 
wards this reafin is granted unto the kings thereof, 
tiiat by the sole imposition of their hands a most 
grievous and filthy disease should be cured," etc. 

No fact or statement was more established for 
centuries than this belief in the cure of scrofula by 
the touch of the fingers of our kings, as is proved by 
the assertions of medical men, confirmed by bishops 
and priests and lordlings. The ready admission of 
medical men for centuries of their impotence to 
cure scrofula, and of the unfailing power of our 
kings to transmit health from the tips of their 
fingers to the afflicted, and even to give sound flesh 
to the rotten and unsound, is one oi those marvels 
of deceit that should make us indifferent to the 
startling figures and unreasonable statements of 
modem medical men in relation to the superstition 
and fraud of vaccination. We can cite their adhe- 
sion to judicial astrology, and their support of the 
Ceremony qfthe Touch as proofs that their teaching 
was always false. Now, medical men have a vested 
interest m wrong-doing; they lie methodically to 
perpetuate and increase their fees. Of old, they 
were deluded by a superstition that injured their 
aocial importance and reduced their fees. They 
had then a deficiency of reason whilst their modem 
representatives have a deficiency of honesty. 

But we have another more striking instance of 
the unreason of medical men in the past, exactly 
parallel to the unreason of medical vaccinating 
impostors of modem times. 

The King of Spain determined, in the year 
1760, to free Madrid of the abominably disgusting 
custom of throwing all ordure and slops from the 
upper windows upon the highways. He issued a 
proclamation that the proprietor of every house 
should build a proper receptacle for all dejections, 
promising that drains or common sewers should be 
made at the public expense. The innovation on 
old custom quite shocked public opinion, but the 
physicians of Madrid exceeaed all other parties in 
violent opposition and loud protests against improve- 
ment. They would have cheered the heart of Mr. 
Ernest Hart and the medical men who set their light 
or *^«^i'lrnft«i 6rom the British Medical Journcl. 

The Spanish physicians worried the King with 
deputations — as their representatives have here 
lately worried the President of the Local Govem- 
ment Board. * ' They bade the fairest to interest the 
King in the preservation of the ancient privileges 
of his people ; for they remonstrated that if the filth 
was not thrown into the streets as usual, a fatal sick- 
ness would probably result, because the putrescent 
particles of the air which such filth attracted, 
would then be imbibed by the human body.*' * 

The reasoning of the physicians at Madrid is just 
-as good and just as convincing as the reasoning of 
medical vaccinators of our day. The medical men 
of the past and present reverence filth. Of old, it 
was required that the eye and nose only should be 
tainted with the filth. In our days the filth, far 
more putrescent than that of Spanish streets, must 
be inserted under the skin — witnin the sacred fabric 
of the human body — ^to ferment the blood, and 
plant in it the foulest of all diseases, and sacrifice 
its life, sometimes inch by inch, and sometimes 
rapid as a lightning flash. The action of the Spanish 
physicians was silly— the action of English vacci- 
nating medical men is murderous. The action of 
the Spanish physicians had no taint of selfishness. 
Our Tcngliwh medioal vaccinators take hire and re- 
oeive bnbes to applaud and perpetuate the fraud. 

• Hawkwmh Vauag^ mL Ul., p. 192. 8(4 Edition. 



English men and English women when they fully 
comprehend the foulness of vaocination and the 
untnistworthiness of medical men will certainly put 
down the murderous and costly superstition witn a 
heavy hand. Our medical vaccinators, in slaying 
thousands of infants every year, and polluting tem- 
porarily and for life many thousands more, are try- 
ing the patience of God^ and exasperating fathers 
and mothers until rebellion and revenue mmst ensue. 
The crime of compulsory vaccination is so infamous 
that even the obtuse consciences of miscalled 
Liberals must soon be aroused to take quick action 
to compensate for their long indifference to the 
oppression of their neighbours, and the unjust 
waste of public money. 

W. G. Ward, F.R.H.S. 



A Return as to Persons imprisoned or fined for non- 
compliance with the VacdnaJtUm Act, moved for in 
the House of Commons by Mr. Otway, has been 
published. Next month we shall give some account 
of it. It is obvious at a glance that it is extremely 
incomplete and inaccurate. 

Mr. Joshua Jacob of limerick. Member of the 
Society of Friends, repeatedly prosecuted for refus- 
ing to have his child vaccinated, has settled the 
controversy by selling his business and emigrating 
to Pennsylvania. We wish he had remained and 
fought the battle out. Ireland can ill afford to loae 
such citizens. 

The Wiser order of Guardians. — ^At a meeting 
of the Guardians, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on the 6tn 
August, Mr. E. Procter moved and Mr. Johnson 
seconded a resolution, that the Board should peti- 
tion Parliament in favour of the Vaccination Amend- 
ment Act, 1880. The motion was met with a dhrect 
negative, but waa carried by a large majority. 



SPECIAL INFORMATION WANTED. 

The poor are not only the most numerous, but 
the chief sufferers from Vaccination — ^the rite 
being inflicted on their offispring without the 
preparation and precautions which the upper 
and middle classes secure in private practice. 
The physicians of the poor are chemists and 
apothecaries, who thus better than any class of 
men can testify to the character and extent of 
the injuries induced by the cruel and mischievous 
superstition. Whether they can be persuaded 
to tender their evidence remains to be disoovexBd. 
Many of them are largely dependent on the good 
will of medioal practitioners and cannot be 
expected to speak out. Others are independent, 
or can afford to be independent, and their STidence 
is earnestly solicited for use in Parliament. Cknn- 
munications may be addressed to Mr. Walter 
Hasker, Hon. Secretary of the London Sooiett 
for the Abolition of GoicpuLaOBY Vaocination, 
Gray's Inn Chambers, 90 Hi^ Holbom, W.C., 
and they will be held strictly priyate toIcxh 
expxec» pMnumon to public «ie be gireD. 
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COMPULSION IN INDIA, 

India is a continent rather than a country, and 
what may be true of small-pox and variolous 
and vaccine inoculation in one province may 
be but partially or wholly untrue of another 
province. Wherefore, in writing of India, we 
have always to guard ourselves from generalis- 
ing too freely, and supposing that what is pro- 
jected by Government can be accomplished 
among its multitudinous and diverse populations 
with the certainty and ease with which similar 
legislation is applied to the few and homogene- 
ous millions of England. 

A Vaccination Act received the sanction of 
the Governor-General of India in Council on the 
9th of July, 1880, which deserves the serious 
attention of all who are interested in the welfare 
of their eastern fellow-subjects. The argument 
of the Act is, " That it is expedient to give power 
to prohibit Inoculation and make the Vaccina- 
tion of children compulsory in- certain muni- 
cipalities and cantonments situated in the 
territories administered respectively by the 
Lieutenant-Governors of the North- Western 
Provinces and the Punj&b, and the Chief Com- 
missioners of Oudh, the Central Provinces, 
British Burma, Assam, Ajmer and Coorg.** It 
then directs that areas for Vaccination may be 
formed {and may he un-fortned), and that with- 
in such areas the practice of variolous inocula- 
tion shall be prohibited under penalty of 
imprisonment for three months, or with fine 
wluch may extend to 200 rupees =^'20, or with 
both imprisonment and fine. Similar penalties 
are prescribed if any inoculated patient be con- 
veyed within a Vaccination Area unless forty 
days have elapsed since inoculation, or without 
bearing a certificate from a certified medical 
practitioner that all risk of infection from vari- 
olation has ceased. The latter provision affords 
a fresh illustration of the absence of faith in 
vaccination among vaccinators. They pretend 
to httve ft security from small-pox, yet act as if 
it were oo security whatever. They denounce 



anti- vaccinators for their scepticism, but in their 
behaviour toward small-pox they exhibit pre- 
cisely the same heart of unbelief. 

The Act then proceeds to enforce Vaccination 
on the lines of our English law. When an un- 
protected child (defined as a child who has 
' neither had small-pox naturally or artificially) 
I has attained the age of six months, and has 
I lived for one month in a Vaccination Area, and 
( has not attained 14 years if a boy, or 8 years if 
' a girl, the parent or guardian of such child shall 
I have it vaccinated. No fees are chargeable for 
the operation, but if a preference be asserted for 
animal or for humanised lymph, a rupee = Is. 
lid. may be levied as the price of the inconven- 
ience caused by the demand. Three attempts 
are to be made ere a child is certified as insus- 
ceptible. Where a child is found unvaccinated 
within a Vaccination Area, the parent or guar- 
dian is to be warned, and if the warning is 
disregarded, the parent or guardian shall be 
smnmoned before a magistrate, and unless fiEur 
cause be shown, a vaccination order shall be 
issued, and a fine of 50 rupees = ^5 imposed. 
If a vaccination order be disobeyed, then impri- 
sonment for six months, or a fine of 1000 rupees 
= ^100, or both, may be ipflioted. A remarkable 
concession accompanies these overwhelming 
penalties — overwhelming in a land where a 
labourer's income does not exceed £^ or £5 a 
year — 

*' The magistrates appointed under this section 
shall, as far as is conveniently practicable, be 
natives of India, and not paid servants of the 
Government." 

Yet it may be a concession in appearance 
rather than reality ; for as the worst slave-drivers 
were negroes, and the worst Turks have been 
Greeks, native magistrates are not unlikely to 
be possessed with greater vaccination friry than 
their masters. 

We have also to observe that the law, as in 
England, falls short of absolute compulsion. An 
Indian parent or goardian might be imprisoned 
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for six months and be ruined with a single fine, 
and yet his child remain unvaccinated. It is 
often suggested by our wilder vaccinators that 
the poHceman should be placed at the service 
of the doctor, but English legislators have a judi- 
cious disUke to manslaughter. What, however, 
would be dangerous in Yorkshire might be risked 
with the mild Hindoo. Our medical friends are 
scarcely equal to their opportunities. 

Again, a choice is offered between humanised 
and animal Ijrmph, but which is which, and how 
they are to be distinguished, are left to conjecture. 
A poor fellow might pay his rupee for his choice, 
and fail to get what he asked for, and be none 
the wiser. As Dr. Garth Wilkinson has pointed 
out — 

** The Vaccination Acts give no definition of 
what that vaccination is which we are com- 
pelled to undergo. Vaccination is a basket of 
different adders. There is horse -pox, cow-pox, 
genuine and spurious, ass-pox, swine-pox, goat- 
pox, sheep-pox, dog-pox; then there are all 
these things multiplied by inoculation from 
small-pox in man: with all his diseases coil- 
ing about the small-pox, so that there is the 
kneading of man and beast, their 'knotting 
and gendering,' in the basket of adders. All 
this is now in circulation in the veins and 
lymphatics of httle children, and it is dif&- 
cult to say what arithmetical figure of sub- 
stance is represented in the totsd called vac- 
cination: we can hardly be wrong in calling 
the number 666, which includes all degrees of 
pollution. A humane Government naturally 
wishes that the proper adder should be selected. 
At present imprudent practitioners make use of 
the whole basket, each according to his fancy ; 
and the practical solution appears to be, that 
whatever a * legally-qualified practitioner' af- 
firms to be vaccination, is vaccination. In this 
fundamental matter. Vaccination Law differs 
from all other law, in that all statutes, either 
commanding something, or prohibiting some- 
thing, or limiting something, state what that 
something is. Vaccination law makes no de- 
claration of the kind." 

An Act like this is good for trade — ^for the 
medical trade. It will provide place and scope 
for many a Bob Sawyer whose career would be 
a hard one at home. It will be easy to mark 
out Vaccination Areas, to set young fellows to 
work on the natives, and to charge their salaries 
to the Indian exchequer. At the same time we 
do not intend to assert that the Act has been 
passed with any such mercenary motives; for 
we know with what sincerity Vaccination is 
held as an article of faith by men otherwise 
rational and well-informed, and how they con- 
sider they do their fellow creatures service when 
they mafntain and extend the superstition. 
NeveriheleBs, when power, and patronage go 



mith well-doing, what is accounted well-doing 
is accomplished with the greater alacrity ; and, 
it must be allowed, there are some in whom the 
mercenary motive prevails over the philan- 
thropic, and, if vaccination did not promise to 
pay, would take no trouble whatever about it. 

How the Act will operate, and what will be 
its extension, we do not pretend to know. 
There are, we are told, no anti-vaccinators in 
India, and that therefore there will be no con- 
test with the law on physiological principles as 
in England. The strife, if any, will be with the 
beUevers in variolous inoculation, and with 
their suspicion and dislike of European inter- 
ference. Small-pox is endemic in many parts 
of India, and there is no difficulty in account- 
ing for the disease in presence of numerous 
unsanitary conditions of life, and its perennial 
propagation by inoculation. The sadness of the 
position consists in the fact that we who might 
bring to Indians light in their darkness bring 
them merely a modification of that darkness. 

Lastly, we would remark that there is little 
use in expending indignation on this Indian 
Vaccination Act. It is a logical outcome firom 
English faith and English authority, and the 
attack to be effective must be deUvered at home. 
It is in England that the battle has to be fought, 
and victory over vaccination in England will 
result in its overthrow the whole world over. 



(i 



THE BANDS OF WICKEDNESS." 



Mb. Wm. Birch, preaching in the Free Trade 
Hall, Manchester, on Sunday, 8th August, from 
Isaiah Iviii. 6-11, observed — " There is another 
oppressive band which has been put on by the 
doctors ; and I am sure if I don't mention it, my 
esteemed friend who is reporting the sermon 
[Mr. Henry Pitman] wiU think I am not truly 
humane. This band which fetters the whole 
people is the law which says that if we do not 
vaccinate our children, we shall be fined, and 
doubly and trebly fined, and that those who 
cannot pay the fines shall be sent to prison. 
Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Bright, and all the mem- 
bers of the Cabinet regard this law as oppres- 
sive, and they have brought in a bill to 
make it less burdensome ; but the doctors have 
begged the government to abandon the bill. I 
hope and believe that the time will soon come 
when the people will be freed from the oppression 
of this mischievous medical delusion. Doctor- 
craft is becoming as intolerable as priestorafl. 
It is right the people should be free from the 
fetters upon conscience and health which have 
been forged by the self-interest and love of 
power of men who say, * You must not think 
for yourselves; you must do as we teU yon.* 
It seems to me impious and irrational to say 
that disease can protect health. All such g JJTL 
in^r fetters should be removed." 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

The Royal Jennerian Society. 

Jenneb jealous of Dr. Pearson was especially 
anxious to supersede the Institution for the 
Inoculation of the Vaccine Pock established by 
him in 1799 ; but Jenner was what Scots call 
"a feckless creature," whose wishes rarely 
issue in sound firuit. After his success in Parlia- 
ment, he did not remain in London to improve 
his opportunities, but retreated to domestic 
quiet at Berkeley and Cheltenham. His friends, 
however, were mindful of him, and Dr. Hawes, 
Mr. Addington, surgeon, Benjamin Travers, and 
Joseph Leaper met in Queen Street, City, 8rd 
December, 1802, and resolved to establish a 
** Jennerian Society for the Extinction of the 
Small-Pox." Mr. Addington transmitted the 
resolution of the meeting to Jenner, saying — 

''We look to your direction and assistance, 
and feel very desirous of knowing when it is 
probable we may have the pleasure of seeing 
you in town." 

Joseph Fox of Lombard Street, fashionable 
dentist and enthusiastic promoter of the new 
inoculation, also wrote to him, 4th December, 
soliciting his co-operation — 

*' The plan which is in agitation is of the most 
extensive and liberal kind. It is even expected 
that the Royal countenance will be gained ; but 
much depends upon thee. All are looking 
toward thee as the proper person to lay the 
foundation-stone. It would be well if this could 
be done in the course of the present year, par- 
ticularly as it is the memorable time when the 
practice received parliamentary sanction." 

But the ease-loving Jenner was not to be 
Irawn. He wrote to Mr. Addington from 
Berkeley, 10th December, 1802— 

" Your very obliging letter found me just re- 
turned with my wife and children to our pleasant 
home, where I promised myself a few weeks of 
domestic comfort after some years spent in 
constant anxieties. 

" This is the pull on one side. On the other 
is the delightful prospect held up to my view of 
an Establishment for the promotion of Universal 
Vaccine Inoculation — an establishment to which 
I have for years been looking forward with a 
longing eye. 

'* I need not go farther into explanation, and 
shall only say, that if it be incompatible with 
the generous design to suffer me to remain here 
for the time I had allowed myself, I will 
certainly comply with the wishes of my friends 
and go to town. Yet it must be observed that 
I humbly conceive and ardentiy hope that my 
presence will not be absolutely necessary. I have 
written to my friend Dr Lettsom and requested 
Mm to have the kindness to be (as fiEur as such a 



thing is admissible) my representative. In his 
judgment on the present occasion I can place 
every confidence." 

The letter describes the man. He did not 
like to be troubled — not even when trouble stood 
for the advancement of his own glory. As 
Pearson observed, **If Vaccination had been 
left to Jenner, it would never have come to any- 
thing." Benjamin Travers also wrote to him 
at the same time urging the necessity of his 
presence in London, but he was put off with 
similar excuses and with expectations of assist- 
ance from the public purse — 

** Government, I have no doubt, will give due 
support to so just and laudable an undertaking. 
I am warranted in this suggestion by a long 
conversation I had with Mr. Abbott, Speaker of 
the House of Commons, who said that after the 
investigation of the Parliamentary Committee 
he thought it became a public duty to form 
Institutions for Gratuitous Inoculation." 

As Jenner was not to be had, the promoters 
set to work without him, and succeeded beyond 
expectation. Their triumph was complete when 
at a meeting in the London Tavern on 17th 
February, 1803, it was annouhced that his 
Majesty had graciously condescended to become 
the patron of " The Royal Jennerian Society 
for the Extermination of the Small-Pox : " that 
her Majesty had with great benignity acquiesced 
in the request to become patroness: that his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and their 
Royal Highnesses the Duke of York, the Duke 
of Clarence, and the Duke of Cumberland, had 
evinced, in a most flattering maimer, their 
wiUingness to accept the office of vice-patrons : 
that his Grace the Duke of Bedford had con- 
sented to fill the office of president ; and that 
many prelates, noblemen, and gentlemen of the 
highest rank and respectability had agreed to be 
vice-presidents of the Society. 

The approval of the Prince of Wales was 
conveyed in a letter to the Earl of Egremont, 
over which Dr. Baron, Jenner*s biographer, 
(writing when the Prince had blossomed into 
George IV.) bursts into worship in capitals, as 
follows — 

^*The gracious and beneficent mind of the 
Illustrious writer is displayed in every line ; and 
the whole is truly characteristic of those great 
qualities which continue to add lustre to his still 
more Exalted Station, and shed so much of 
real glory on his Reion." 

Subscriptions flowed in freely. The Corpora- 
tion of London gave j£500, the East India 
Company £lOOy the Duke of Bedford ^50, and 
guineas ten, five, two and one were oontribnted 



THE VACCINATION INQUIKEB. 



THK VACCINATION INQUIRER. 97 



1801 


19,874 


1461 


2906 


86 


1802 


19,879 


1679 


2201 


55d 


1808 


19,SB2 


1202 


2826 


4S8 


1804 


17,088 


622 


1702 


619 


1806 


17.565 


1685 


1807 


628 


1806 


17,988 


use 


1864 


6B0 


1807 


18,884 


1297 


108B 


4G2 


1808 


19,954 


1169 


1168 


1886 


1809 


16,680 


1168 


1066 


106 


1810 


19,893 


1198 


1189 


1081 



wen opened in London where oow-pox wm in- It i§ to be observed, that we have nnt here 

oenlated gratis, and in eighteen months Walker the record of the deaths of the entire population 

was able to announce that 12,288 patients had of London, but uierelj the number of iutra- 

been operated on, and that 19,862 chargeg of mural interments, which diminished as the cit; 

virus had been dispatclied to the coontrf and graveyards got stuffed beyond capacity of decent 

foreign parts ; whereon Dr. Baron observes — ducomposition and assimilation, and relief was 

'■ The effect of these eiortions was immediately "O"?!'' '" ^^^ cemeteries of eitra-mnral parishea, 

perceived by a striking diuunutiou of the number Ruchas St. Pancrosand Marylebone. It is only 

of deaths from small-poi within the Bills of tliua that the diminishing number of burials 

MortaJity. Inl803theyamountedtoll73;in («hieh ranged from 25,000 to 80,000 during 

1804 they were only 622. The contrast wdl ' " ,„,, ^ ^ ^ - * », 

appear still greater when it is considered that the "^""ly yoan. of the 18th Century) is to be acooun- 

deaths amounted to 2409 in the year 1800 ; and ted for. In tliis light we have to consider the 

that the annual average of deaths for fifty years following table, where we note fewer horials, 

previously was 2018.''« ,a^ amaU-poi, less fevers, but more measIeB. 

The passage ia noteworthy as representative Boriaiirniin Fram Fram Fmm 

of many similar paasages in the literature of 
Vaccination. It might be described as dis- 
honest, but the craft is so transparent that the 
epithet would be extravagant. The probable 
explanation is, that Vaccination had come to be 
regarded as so unquestionably beneficial that 
anylhing may be asserted in its favour, and that 
anytUng is tme. Else a child might have 
asked how 12,000 or 24,000 vaccinations could 
by any possibility effect an immediate diminu- 
tion in the deaths trom small-pox in a popula- 
tion of eight or nine hundred thousand. Baron jgj f^j j2 684 16 204 5680 
would also lead his readers to suppose that the p^^ „^ J^^^ ^^ J ^^^ ^^ ^^ abatement 

lowmortahtyof 1804 ^^''^J^^- was unex- (,tsmaU-pox,but it was a conUnuous abatement 

ampled.thoughwiththeB|llsofMortahtybefore ^^^^^^ had set in before Jenner was heard of; 

him. he might have seen that the deaths m 1797 ^„j ^^ y,^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ 

fell to E22 ; and he knew that the low figure of ^_^.^^ ^ .^j,^^ ^ ^^^^ , y^^ ^ ^j ^^^^ 

1804 was not maintained but rose to 1686 in ^^^ ^^ correlation and convertibility of her 

1805. But aa remarked, any »tal^m^i. if ,^^^^_ .^ j^ ^^ nnseientific to pick out 

only it be favourable to Vaccmation is expected ^^^ fr„„ the group of zymotic diseases 

to pass muster as veracious, and the pubhc ^^ deal with it as an independent entity. It 

creduhty amply jusbfies the expedatioiL ^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ f^^^„_ ^^^ ^^ propagated in 

Let us look at the London Bdls for ourselves, ^^^ ^^^ conditions, and can never be studied 
tokmg the Ust ten years of the _18th and the ^ ^^^ .^^ associates without serious mis- 

first ten years of the 19th Centunes, and try to understanding. 

^^™°'" "i"* ^'Hy^^l' ^ ^ '"'*'* ^"^ "f Mortality, as compared with 

our more accurate statistics, are of little value, 
but. such as they are, they are constantly 
referred to, and their items used, as by Baron, 
as pretexts for most unwarrantable assertions. 
Any influence of Vaccination on the small-pox 
mortality of 1801-10 was practically nothing. 
Vaccination was limited to a few thousands, and 
those chiefly of the classes least subject to the 
disease. The great seething mass of metropoli- 
tan squalor, in which small-pox and typhus 
were endeniio, was as yet untouched by Uie 
vaccine lancet. If the new practice did any 
good, it was in discrediting and discouraging 
the culture of small-pox in the form of variolous 

* BmB^ H/* ifJtnntr. Vol L p. »7T. EiondOD : isn. inoculation. 
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To return, however, to the Botal Jennebian 
SociBTT. Its halcyon-days were of brief dura- 
tion. Enthnsiasm abated, Bubscriptions fell off, 
cases of small-pox affcer vaccination began to be 
heard of, and serious illness and death conse- 
quent upon **the benign and harmless opera- 
tion.** Opponents waxed bold and could not be 
silenced. Then jealousies and dissensions began 
to operate within the Society. The financial 
secretary strove with the medical secretary. 
Dr. Walker's habits and eccentricities, viewed 
at first with amusement, excited irritation and 
disgust, whilst Jenner's easy-going mode of life 
and impectmiosity were a source of scandal and 
distrust. The climax was reached in 1806 when 
Jenner and Walker were set openly at logger- 
heads, and a fight to the death ensued. 

Walker, it is to be said, never treated Jenner 
with much respect. Like Pearson he took 
stock of his merits, and did not rate them highly, 
and in his practice would not listen to his 
dictation. " Vaccination,** he used to observe, 
*' is extremely simple as to facts, while, as to 
causes, it is entirely out of the reach of medical 
men with all their theories.'* Jenner, as presi- 
dent of the Medical Council, thought he had a 
right to be obeyed, but Walker was the last man 
in the world to yield obedience when he had 
formed an opposite conviction — 

"Jenner,'* writes Baron, "considered it his 
duty to admonish him, and repeatedly repre- 
sented to him, in the most friendly manner, the 
mischievous tendency of his innovations. These 
remonstrances were unavailing, and he ceased 
to have any communication with Dr. Walker 
alter the summer of 1805 ; submitting rather to 
lament in silence the fate of the Society than 
come before it as a pubHo accuser." 

Of course such forbearance could not last long, 
and instructions issued by Walker to the Not- 
tingham Vaccine Institution in March, 1806, 
were made the occasion of an open rupture. 
Jenner brought Walker's conduct under the 
consideration of the Medical Council, and 
secured his condemnation. The question was 
then referred to the General Court of the 
Society on the 25th of July, when a motion that 
Dr. Walker be dismissed from his office was 
negatived by a majority of three. Walker being 
supported by Sir Joseph Banks and Jenner by 
Dr. Sims. But the victory was not satisfactory 
to Walker, and on the 8th of August he put an 
end to the strife by sending in his resignation. 

Baron's solemn account of the contest must 
appal every ingenuous reader. • Jenner, it is 
written, regarded Walker's proceedings as of 
" the most dangerous character," as " placing in 



peril the safety of the practice," and " as likely 
to wreck the Society"; so that had he not 
retired Jenner would have been compelled to 
withdraw his countenance from Salisbury 
Square. As we read we exclaim, Whatever 
did the dreadful Doctor do I Here is Baron's 
answer — 

" It is unnecessary to mention the specific 
instances of misconduct which were established. 
They regarded even the very name of the affec- 
tion ; the method of managing the pustules ; the 
characters of correct vaccination ; the precau- 
tions to be observed in conducting the practice, 
etc., etc." 

Did ever old woman make more ado about 
nothing I Moore states the offence plainly — 

"Walker's method of taking lymph was to 
cut open the vesicles, and to wipe out the con- 
tents with Hnt, in order to procure the fresh 
secretion. This harsh treatment of infants was 
the reverse of that which he was directed to 
employ; and as he was unalterable in his 
resolution, it was at length deemed requisite to 
remove him."* 

Turning to the Life of Walker, by Dr. Epps, 
we have the difference 'twixt Tweedledum and 
Tweedledee still farther illustrated — 

" Two different modes have been adopted in 
taking the matter of inoculation from the vacci- 
nated subject: one, by making punctures round 
the outer part of the pock. Dr. Jenner's mode ; 
the other, by removing the crust or scab from 
the centre of the pock, wiping out the fluid 
beneath it, and then taking the matter, indis- 
criminately, from any part of the whole substance 
of the pock, Dr. Walker's mode." f 

As in brawls and wars generally, the ostensible 
offence is rarely the true or entire offence, so 
when we revert to the events of 1805-6 we dis- 
cover that vaccination was being foxmd out, and 
that Walker served Jenner's purpose most oppor- 
tunely as scape-goat. Walker's behaviour, too, 
constituted him a convenient victim. Many who 
cared nothing for his mode of " taking lymph " 
had been hurt by his scorn for their self-import- 
ance, their rank, and their wealth, and were 
ready to assist Jenner in effecting his humiliation. 
Mr. Cline, the surgeon, after listening to many 
speeches against Walker, summed up the indict- 
ment, *' All they complain of are his dre99 and 
address.** A naval officer, meeting Walker on 
25th July, said, " I came to town to-day to hold 
up my hand in your support. You and Jenner 
do not agree over some trifles, and your 
enemies wish to turn the fact to your hurt, but 



* The Hittory and Praetict </ Vaeeinaiion, p. 212. By 
James Moore. London : 1817. 

t The L\fe of John Walter, jr.D., p. 88. By Jolm Ckm 
M.D. London: 1831, 
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they have been beaten. Is the man who 
lannohes a vessel the only one who can navigate 
her ? If Jenner were to live for fifty years to 
come, he could never have the autliority of your 
experience.** 

Jenner's victory over Walker was utterly 
disastrous: it destroyed the Boyal Jennerian 
Society. The substantial supporters of the 
Society were the adherents of Walker, and with 
him they seceded, secured another house in 
Salisbury Square, and established The London 
Vaccine Institution with Walker for manager. 
The remnant of the Jeimerian Society appointed 
a young Irish surgeon as Walker's successor, 
and for his distinction purchased him the degree 
of M.D. from St. Andrews. He had the suavity 
that Walker disdained, and little else beside. 
He neglected his duties, and soon the traffic in 
the "benign fluid'* was transferred to the new 
establishment. Ultimately the lease, fixtures 
and furniture of the Jennerian house were dis- 
posed of, and a retreat effected to humbler 
offices, xmtil in 1818 what remained of the 
Society was incorporated in Walker's concern. 

Walker obtained much assistance from mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends, and the fact 
affords Moore (Jenner's apologist) occasion for 
certain sneers. He describes the meetings in 
Salisbury Square as — 

** Shaded with their broad-brimmed hats; for 
their schismatic assiduity was most conspicuous, 
though their primitive meekness was indis- 
cernible. In support of their friend, they argued 
slyly* wrangled tumultuously, and voted almost 
unanimously. Yet, in spite of this contentious 
pertinacity, the turbulent Quaker, on the motion 
of Dr. Jenner, was dismissed from his office, 
and peace was restored." 

Dismissed he was not, and the peace that 
ensued on his resignation was destruction. The 
success of Walker's Institution (necessarily 
dependent on subscriptions) he accounts for by 
an anecdote like this — 

" A noble Duke informed me that on a sultry 
day a steaming, squab, broad-faced man, in a 
Quaker's garb, with his hat on his head, entered 
his room, saying, * Friend, I am come on a 
charitable mission to request thy mite.' The 
Duke, amused with the oddness of the salutation, 
desired him to be seated, and to explain his 
business. The Quaker wilily suppressed all 
mention of disputes in the Jennerian Society, 
and of the dismissal of Dr. Walker, which were 
the real causes for soUciting this subscription ; 
and enlarged tediously on the utihty of vaccina- 
tion, and by awkward encomiums on Dr. 
Jenner, led the Duke to beUeve, that the sub- 
scription was solicited for a Society approved 
by nim. This cunning harangue drew forth 
the Duke's purse, which the Quaker spying, 



unrolled his list, and added his Grace's luiino 
as a decoy for others; and saying, * Friend, fare 
thee well,' strutted out with an uncouth gait 
I and an air of uprightness. By such artifices a 
! large subscription was raised from those who 
! prefer paying to inquiry ; and in the meantime 
I the Jennerian Society diminished in numbers, 
I and, undermined by calumnies, declined to its 

downfaU." * 

i 

It is not to be imagined, however, that the 
collapse of the Boyal Jennerian Society disposed 
of Jenner and his party. There was Jenner to 
provide for: he could not with decency be 
forsaken: and there was a stock of vaccine 
virus to be kept up, for which pride forbade 
dependence on Walker's dispensary. It was in 
vain to appeal afresh to the benevolent public, 
whose confidence had gone elsewhere, and 
whose suspicions were excited. It was there- 
fore determined to resort to Government for 
help. The poHtical influence of the Jennerian 
party was considerable, and we shall see to what 
purpose it was exerted. 



Darkness foe Light. — The writer of the 
poUtical article in the Quarterly Beview for July 
asks — ** What are the Hares and Babbits Bill, 
the Irish Compensation Bill, and the Vaccina- 
tion Bill, but imblushing class legislation?*' 
In a sense all legislation is class legislation: 
good laws protect honest classes against dis- 
honest classes, whether pickpockets or nefarious 
landlords ; but to cite Mr. Dodson's Vaccination 
Bill as an odious instance of class legislation is a 
singular instance of inverted vision induced by 
political rancour. 

Lord Bipon was engaged in congenial business 
when he signed the Compulsory Vaccination 
Act for India. He " tried his 'prentice hand " in 
this country. The organist of Bipon Cathedral 
is a staunch anti- vaccination man, and has been 
repeatedly fined by the bench of which Lord 
Bipon was Chairman. We also hear that by a 
curious fatality the Government has just passed 
a severe Game Law for certain parts of India ! 
It is evident that EngHshmen must begin to 
look sharply after the pranks of their country- 
men in a land where the people Ue at their 
mercy. 

A Dutch Case. — The Bev. Dr. A. Kuyper, 
Professor at the Free University, Amsterdam, 
writes, 8rd September, — "A child of Mr. J. 
Forster, Professor in Medicine at the Amster- 
dam Town-University, one year old, has been 
vaccinated by his colleague, Mr. H. Hertz, Pro- 
fessor of Medicine at the same institution. The 
lymph came down from the Miinich-park. The 
diild was poisoned by the vaccination and died 
twenty-four hours afterwards. All the news- 
papers have mentioned the fact, causing a great 
sensation." 

* The Uiitory and Practice of VacdfutHon^ pp. 218-216. 
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ArtalytU of a Eelum of Infant Mortality made 
by th^ MegiilraT-Oeneral to (ft« House of 
Commmti.No. 76, Stff»i on J 850.— Hans a bd, 
One Halfpemiy. 
Table I. of this Betnm Btatea that the general 
Average deatb-iate in Englaiid and Wales was 
22,886 permillion of population, during the aii- 
teen years from 1888 (when registratian com- 
tnenoed) to 1658, when Compulsory Vaccination 
was enacted ; and 22,141 during the twenty- 
three years, 1854 to 1877. [The rate during 
1871 and 1872 (the " ferocious " - Bmall-poi 
epidemic) was 22,600, acd 21,800 respective ly.] 
^om tluB we see that the expenditure of 
120,000,0001. sterling on sanitary works haK 
apparently made no appreciable diminution in 
the death-rate. 

Table II. states that the imitated proportion 
of deaths among infants under one year, per 
million of births, in 1B7T as compared with 1^7, 
was — from syphilis, 1274; scrofula, 770; tabes 
mesentuica (internal scrofula), 11B4; skin dis- 
ease, 281 ; and erysipelas, 94. Among children 
between one and five, also, the increased mor- 
tality per million deaths (all causes) was— 
■vphilis, 273; acroMa and tabes, 2197 1 and 
akin disease, 148. In other words, these foul 
diseases (communicable by the poisoned lancet to 
adolts [^e p. 288 Commons Vaccination Com- 
mittee Evidence] , and, therefore, a fortiori, to 
weakly infante} carry off thousands aanaally in 
proportion, more than they did prior to enforced 
vaccination. 

Table III. shows that the average small-pox 
death-rate per million before 18S8 was 805, and 
two-thirda of these were under five years old; 
and the average rate from this disease during 
the latest decade, 1868-77, was 261, but only 
one-third of these were under five. The reason 
that fewer young children were carried off by 
epidemic small-poi when it came, is abundantly 
exhibited by Table II. — i.e., thousands are 
annually tlaughtered to save them from the 
risk of a dieeaae, far less mortal, which is 
epidemic perhaps once in ten years. 

But deduct the two-thirds and ona-third res- 
pectively, and the result of Vaccination by law 
exhibits 174 per million, all ages above five 

Kara, as compared witli 100 per million only 
fore this paternal legialation. If these little 
victims baa snrvived vaccination, they would 
naturally have died from small-pox in the same 
proportion to the total as formerly, when the 
average amoll-poi mortahty would have been 348 
per million after enforced vaccination, against 
oOG before. In round numbers, 1400 more in- 
fant deaths from amall-pox would then have 
occurred, to save which 4500 are sacrificed to 
the poisoned lancet — i.e., more than twice as 
many die annually from five inoculahle diseases 
under five, than ore by this most effectual 
method saved teoni amall-pox. But when are 
added the deaths of other innocents, indiieotly 
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cansed by vaccination, aa being thns disabled 
from standing against bronchitis (increased 
about 17,000 per million, according to thia Re- 
turn), diorrhosa, and numerous other trowbles, 
probably twenty times as many deaths, as the 
small-pox saving claimed, will be the result. 
And yet, after all, it muat be confessed that aa 
far as the filthy inoculation is concerned, the 
thousands killed outright are far better oS than 
the tena, or hundreds of thousands wlio survive 
to groan under the protracted curae of a syphili- 
tic life. Finally, it is obvious that liod not 
these thouaands of infants been thus aocrifieed, 
the effects of the sanitary works in sensibly 
diminishing the general death-rate (aa they no 
doubt have done) would have been made 
clearly manifest. 

The Ketum alao gives the number of deaths 
from all causes among children, by which it 
appeara that notwitlistanding the alarming 
increase of mortahty from inoculable diseases 
tlie deatli-rate under five was 48,000 per million 
lower in 1877 than in 1847. Sanitary works, 
then, have exerted an influence, and hod it not 
been for the losses by enforced poisoning, the 
gain among children would probably have 
amounted to 100,000 per million. Obvionslj, 
it follows— the general average death-rate having 
been maintained — that the rate of mortality, at 
all ages above five, has been increased, for any 
noxious influence in cliildhood operates through 
life. Moreover, adults have not only primary 
vaccination, but often re-vaccination, to contend 
with. The rite is required as a qualification for 
pubUc employment, e.g., for the navy — the 
robust alone being admiaaible — re- vaccination is 
enforced on entering the service, and " sndden 
death " within a year after is not unknown. 
Official doctors, and doctor-ridden laymen, can- 
not see cause and effect, but phyBiologiste, and 
men of common sense, are able to pat two and 
two together. 

The note to the preceding Betnm, which 
raises the pre -sanitation small-pox average by 
omitting four non-epidemic years, is unworthy 
of notice ; but the latest report (No. 66, 2nd 
quarter,) 1880 of the BegiBtrar-Qeueral for Ire- 
land [Dr. Beaton's " best vaccinated country in 
Europe"] affords an illnstration of the inutility 
of the nostrum: — "The continued and in- 
creased fatality of mnatl-pox in Ireland it due 
to Ike persistent prevalence of that disease in 
Dublin, where it has beat constantly preteni /or 
the last three years." 

Thomas Bakkk. 

Inner Temple, 7th Sept., 1880. 



Is Quest of Cow-Pox.— We leara that tlM 
Medical Officer of the Local Qovemment Board 
Dr. Buchanan, has left London for the porpoM 
of vifliting several of the Animul Vaccination 
E»tabliahmeute on the Continent, in fiuther»iiM 
of the arrangements oontemjdated by that 
Department of the Oovemment for the iufao- 

duction of the practice into EngUod. Tkt 

Lancet, 'iltt Auyust, 1880. 
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JOSHUA JACOB IN AMERICA. 

[From the Philadelphia Times^ 18th Angost.] 

The aniyal of Joshua Jacob, a wealthy and 
influential citizen and member of the Society of 
Friends of Limerick, at this port yesterday re- 
called something of the old associations of William 
Penn's time. The pictures of Penn, which every 
schoolboy has been wont to see in the old 
histories and atlases, with his queer kneebreeches 
and broad-brimmed hat, were faithfully repro- 
duced in the personal appearance of Mr. Jacob. 
Then there are other traits of resemblance. 
Mr. Jacob is a man of distinction in his native 
city ; his leaving it was a matter of regret among 
his townsmen ; atd his arrival here is an event 
of importance among his future Mends and 
neighbours. About two weeks ago, having dis- 
posed of his property and completed all his pre- 
parations, his fajnily, accompanied by one man 
and two women servants and four tons of 
luggage, sailed from Liverpool in the Lord 
Oaugh, It was the quaintest sight imaginable 
to see the family of Uttle flaxen haired boys 
and girls, with the rosiest of rosy cheeks 
and the bluest of blue eyes running about the 
deck. 

The cause, too, of Mr. Jacob's departure from 
his native country is that of persecution. He 
has shaken the dust of the Old World from his 
feet, and come over to the New World with 
his wife to find a home in a country where 
the people acknowledge no allegiance to a law 
of compulsory vaccination. Otherwise as peace- 
able and law-abiding a citizen as his great 
Quaker prototype, on this point Mr. Jacob and 
Uie English government could not agree. His 
opposition was not of the character of a freak or 
of a captious spirit, but the result of a firm and 
sincere conviction brought about by an alarming 
experience in his own family. Several yean, 
ago one of his elder children was dangerously 
inoculated with virus, and, though thanks to 
medical skill, the poison was ehminated from 
the system, the father resolved solemnly that 
never again should any of his offspring un- 
dergo the ordeal of vaccination, the express law 
to the contrary notwithstanding. By his ad- 
herence to this resolution he has sufl'ered no 
little pecuniary loss. Prosecution followed pro- 
secution, but with no other effect than to mulct 
Jacob in fine and costs eadi time. His case 
attained national importance in Ireland. On 
one occasion, his first appearance in court, he 
pleaded his own cause. With him was his 
second daughter, a beautiful girl, under ten 
years of age. In the midst of an impassioned 
argument against the injustice of the law, Jacob 
seized his daughter, and holding her up, the 
picture of health, in view of the court and the 
^ectators, said in a tone that sent an electric 
thrill through the audience : ** I will never allow 
that beautiful child to be injured for life by sub- 
mitting to such a law." Nearly a dozen times 
Jacob has been brought up before the court and 
fined. It has cost hun several hundred dollars, 
but he has all along steadily and firmly main- 
tained his resolution. 



DUBLIN SMALL-POX NURSES. 

At a meeting of the Surgical Society of Ireland 
on 1st March, 1872, Mr. Frank Thorp Porter, 
M.R.C.S., of 15 Upper Merrion Street, Dublin, 
read a paper entitled ** The Correlation of 
Varicella and Variola," and referring to his ex- 
perience in the Small- Pox Hospital of the South 
Dublin Union, he observed — 

"In the treatment of variola, every effort 
should be based on the principle of isolation. 
A number of warm, well ventilated huts would 
secure this object better than sheds. Mild cases 
could be better treated at the patients* homes. 
Rigid enforcement of the Sanitary and Vaccina- 
tion Acts, combined with a more extended 
system of out-door relief, would limit the spread 
of infection. I do not coincide in Professor 
Haughton*8 opinion tliat the use of spirits is 
prophylactic in epidemics. Teetotallers recover 
soonest. Increased facilities for taking baths 
should be placed at the disposal of the poorer 
classes with a view to prevention. I have but 
little faith in drugs, although I think the 
muriated tincture of iron is beneficial in some 
cases. ... 

" With reference to re- vaccination, I have no 
faith in it. Not one of tlie 86 attendants at the 
South Dublin Union sheds has taken small- 
pox. Only 7 of the number were re- vaccinated, 
and as the remaining 29 enjoy the same immu- 
nity, wherein is the necessity of the operation ? 
I have known gouty inflammation, abcess of the 
breast, and angioleucitis to result from the 
operation. I cannot, in the face of such facta, 
approve of it, and moreover the sense of the 
profession is against it. It is only to be em- 
ployed when there is no evidence of the success 
of infantile vaccination, and even then it seems 
to do more harm than good, at least, so far as I 
have seen." ^ 

Mr. Porter's paper was printed in the Medical 
Press and Circular, No. 1729, 27th March, 1872. 



BYRON ON VACCINATION. 

(From Don Juan.) 

What opposite discoveries we have seen ! 

[Signs of true genius and empty pockets] 
One makes new noses, one a guillotine. 

One breaks your bones, one sets them in their 
sockets ; 
But Vaccination certainly has been 

A kind antithesis to Congreve*s rockets. 
With which the Doctor paid off an old pox, 

By borrowing a new one from an ox. 

Bread has been made (indifferent) from potatoes, 

And galvanism has set some corpses grinning, 
But has not answered like the apparatus 

Of the Humane Society's begetting. 
By which men are unsuffocated gratis. 

What wondrous new machines have late been 
spinning I 
I said, the small-pox has gone out of late ; 

Perhaps it may be followed by the great* 

^ Ck>iitideiiiiff tbe increMe of infantile syphilis ooncurranl 
witb the spread of TMsdnation, this last line is prophetic. 

W.Y 
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NOTES MADE AT A NATIONAL VACCINE I 

STATION. ; 

The following notes made during an attendance 
at one of the largest GoTermnent Vaccine . 
Stations ma^ be not without interest to yoor 
readers, as giving an insight into the daily work- 
ing of the Vaccination Acts : — 

1. The room set apart for the business adjoins '■ 
a chapel, and is boilt without any view to venti- ' 
lation; the window not being constructed to | 
open, and the door kept closed by a spring, and | 
here, in a space of considerably less than 3000 
cubic feet, are to be found some thirty babies 
with as many mothers, some half-dozen students 
and the public vaccinator. 

2. Vaccination is almost always performed 
from arm to arm, the lymph being taken on the 
8th day ; occasionally, however, recourse is had 
to lymph preserved in tubes. The lymph used 
in arm to arm vaccination receives none but the 
most casual naked-eye examination, and is not 
unfrequently opaque probably from the admix- 
ture of pus-celis. The public vaccinator was not 
acquainted with the original source of the 
lymph he employed. 

8. The vaccinifers are not thoroughly exam- 
ined with a view to ascertain the presence of 
any constitutional disease, much less the parents ; 
a few superficial queries only being made as to 
the general welfare of the children. 

4. Vaccinations rarely foil to ''take**; there 
are extremelv few total fEulures ; some children 
presented only one or two vesicles as the result 
of four insertions ; others exhibited some local 
erysipelas confined to the yaccinated arm; 
a few had papular and papulo- vesicular rashes 
of a lichenoid character ; one child on the 12th 
day after vaccination showed symptoms and an 
eruption closely resembling true discrete small- 
pox. 

5. Some re- vaccinations took as well as 
primary vaccination, notwithstanding the pres- 
ence of four good cicatrices on the arm, the 
result of vaccination some ten or twelve years 
previously ; others were abortive. 

6. Syphilitic children usually presented pre- 
tematurally "fine arms." 

7. Powders are given to the mothers on the 
8th day for the children; presumably with 
the plausible intent of evacuating by the bowel 
the virus absorbed by the skin. 

8. Cards are given to the mothers for their 
friends, on the back of which appears the follow- 
ing gratuitous information: — ** Mothers in having 
their children vaccinated should know that 
when small-pox occurs after vaccination, it is 
generally due to the bad way in which vaccina- 
tion has been done. One or two small places 
do not give the protection that four or five do. 
Everybody should be re-vaccinated when about 
17 years of age. The nurses of the Small-pox 
Hospitals are always re -vaccinated before com- 
mencing their work. This has been the rule for 
over 50 years. None of them have taken small- 
pox since this rule has been observed." The 
utter untruth of this latter statement, both in 
ta/ot and in suggested inference, has been often 

d repeatedly proclaimed and is now notorious. 



9. Some statifitics are pcovided by the Piivy 
Council to be distributed by the pubEe vaccina- 
tor among the students. The only inference it 
seems just to draw from them is that three- 
fourths of the deaths from small-pox are in 
persons under fifteen years of age ; whereas 
re- vaccination is not deemed necessaiy before 
the age of seventeen. (See note 8.) 

10. A careful microscopical examination of a 
tube of lymph selected for its purity, revealed 
several led and white blood-corpuscles, some 
shrivelled epithelial scales and microoooci in 
abundance. W. J. Collins, M.B.C.S. 



SMALL-POX IN LONDON. 

The following particulars are extracted from the 
41$t Annual Report of the BegUtrar-General^ 
recently published : — 



Periods of 
10 jean. 


Total destht 
in LoiHtDD. 

528,110 


Deaths from 
noall-poz 
inLoDooiL 


Naofdeatbt 
tram a.-poz to 

lOOOdeallM 
ymannnwi 


1841-50 


8,416 


16 


1851-60 


610,473 


7,150 


11 


1861-70 


736,342 


8,847 


11 


1871-79 
(9 yean onl j) 


710,869 


15.076 


21 



The same Report also records 85 deaths from 
** erysipelas after vaccination" and four from 
"cow-pox," all in children under one year of 



age 



The late Dr. W. B. Hodosok, Professor of 
Political Economy in Edinbuigh University, 

wrote to Mr. Henry Pitman, — "Dear Sir, ^I 

have read your Prison Thoughts with great 
interest and sympathy, and I must expect good 
to come out of your suffering in this matter. 
As regards the questions either of Vaccination 
or Compulsory Vaccination, whatever my lean- 
ings may be, I delay committing myself by overt 
action or speech. I watch the course of things, 
and I do not neglect the growth of evidence. 
It seems to me, that the question even of Com- 
pulsory Vaccination depends not on the opinions 
of A or B, but on the facts for or against Vaccina- 
tion itself. If it can be shown that it is danger- 
ous, nay pernicious (and it certainly seems 
unnatural and disgusting), the compulsion exer- 
cised becomes intensely odious. The other side 
you will not so readily admit — that if the absence 
of Vaccination greatly increases the risk of out- 
breaks and diffusion of disease even beyond 
the cases of the unvaccinated, the compulsion 
assumes another aspect. But I do not wish to 
argue the question, or to dogmatise upon it. I 
wait for light, and I lean to the notion that 
in a doubtful case (if the case be doubtful), free- 
dom should prevail. — ^Tours most truly, W. B. 
Hodgson." 
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VACCINATION IN VICIOKU, 
Bhall-Pos does not flourish in Anetralia. As 

wo recently obBcrred, there is not only no Bjnall- 

es in QneeDsland, but vscciuation ie found to 
imprscticable, "the summer being too hot 
and the winter too dry." Of couiae the doctors 
Burrendei the practice of the rite very ruefully, 
and predict awful posBibilities. Victoria being 
cooler, vaccination is more generally ancceaeful, 
and has the credit of keeping small-pox away. 
A few months sinee eome children were vaccina- 
ted at BaUarat, and were bo Beriourfy injured 
that there was " a vaccination scare." A medi- 
cal investigation ensued with the inevitable 
report ^at the illnesB of the children was due to 
other canses. In the Legislative Assembly on 
the 11th June, Mr. Bavies advised the Chief 
Secretary either to bring in a bill to abolish 
compulaoi^ vaccination, or to appoint a com- 
mission of irniuiry. He said that in England 
the opinion was rapidly gaining ground that 
vaccination was objectionable, and it was not 
worth their while in Victoria, where the risk of 
small-pox was so slight, to incur the danger of 
infecting their children with diseases as loath- 
some and fatal as smaLl-pox itself. Mr. Williams 
supported Mr. Davies. He knew cases in which 
great injury had been inflicted by vaccination, 
and it ought not to be compulsory. It was the 



opi 



I of some of their medical men that 
diphtheria was induced by the practice. He 
knew a family where ulcerations lasting five 
years had followed vaccination, and-the parents, 
evading the Act, had other children perfectly 
healthy. An extensive correspondence in the 
newspapers has accompanied the agitation in 
which our friend Mr. D. Macallister of Mel- 
bourne has borne on honourable part. We 
hope onr conntry-men in the South will pres- 
ently forswear the Jennerian superstition, 
and tmst to health to maintain healui. Their 
medicine men will shriek, bnt that they mnst 
disregard as so much "business," and matter 



Mk. Otwat'b Betdsn op Vaccination Pro- 

BKcnTTOKB. — On examination we find this Ketnm 
BO inaccurate and incomplete as to be unworthy 
of attention. It would be far better for Parha- 
ment to refuse the production of such a document 
than incur so much labour and expense for 
what is valueless. There is scarcely a case of 
repeated prosecution that is correctly ^ven. 
For example, under Marylebone Mr. Tebb Is set 
forth aa having been fined thrice to the extent 
of i£8, whilst under liverpool Mr. B. V. Scott 
is not mentioned at all t Mr. William Young 
writes, — "The Return is so manifestly imperfect 
that I would suggest that copies be sent to the 
Becretaries of Uie various Anti-Compulsory 
Vaccination Bocietiea with a request that they 
would compare the Betnm with the facts known 
to them, and report to you. When the replies 
are received, a statement should be drawn up, 
Bent to Mr. Otway, and brought under the notice 
of the House of Commons." 



TO THE RIGHT HON., J. G. DODSON, 
M.P., PRESIDENT OP THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD. 
Sib,— I read in the Lancet that the College of 
FhysicionB, the College of Burgeons, the Boyal 
Society, and some other learned Bocieties are 
about to address you with objections to your 
Vaccination Bill. I have no desire to say any- 
thing in favour of this bill, but only wish to re- 
mind you that if vaccination is to hold \\m 
ground^law or none— it must be ultimately by 
favour of experience ; and experience is against 
it. It does not require a very learned society to 
teach us that if a supposed remedy or mitigant 
leaves the some proportionate number of patients 
in hospitals, dying &om a certain disorder, as 
when such supposed mitigant was unknown, it 
might as well nave remained in the shades of 
obscurity. Now this is the fact with regard to 
small-pox. We have the most unimpeachable 
testimony that on average of 18 per lent. of 
patientB died in small-poi hospitals during the 
last century, and practically the same number 
die now ; although three-fonrihs of the patients 
or more, are allowed to have been vaccinated 
by the recording doctors; despite the rule 
adopted of judging by the appearance of marke, 
which neceseuily excludes many — and these 
the worst eases — from thia class who ought to 
be in it, as having undergone the futile opera- 
tion. I trust that when yon have the learned 
bodies before you, you will propound this 
problem :— If 100 patients - deaths = 62 ; and 
26 + Y - deaths = 62 ; what is the value of V ? 
Also, as you may have the opportunity, it would 
be well if you could get a clear explanation from 
the most eminent physicians and surgeons, why, 
untU the year 1^62, they denied in toto the 
poBsibihty of contamination through the prac- 
tice desired to be upheld and enforced by their 
influence? No change in the "nature of 
thiilgs " then took place, neither has any taken 
place since, and they lay themselves open to 
the deepest reproach in endeavouring to save a 
practice doomed only by the hght of unpre- 
judiced investigation. 



Gboeqe S. Gibbs, P.S.8. 



Darlinglon, lith Jiau, 1 



Mb Joseph Abel was summoned before the 
Faringdon bench on 18th September for the 
83rd time. .Mr. W. Dundas presided and Mr. 
Haines prosecuted. Mr. Abel in his defence 
maintained that Wright, the vaccination officer, 
had received no instructions from the guardians 
to prosecute, and that the summons was issued 
wiUiout proper authority, and from personal 
spite. Nevertheless Mr. Dundas issued an 
order to vaccinate within six months with costs 
lOs. 9d. The case is a pubUc scandal, and Mr- 
Dodson ought to interfere. Mr. Abel's children 
will never be vaocinated, and these repeated 
prosecutions ore discreditable to all concerned. 
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WHAT SANITARY REFORM 
HAS COME TO. 

Mr. Edwin Chabwick, C.B., epeakiiig on 11th 
June at the AnDoal Conference on the Progress 
of Pabhc Health, complained bitterly of the 
increased cost of sanitary administration with a 
marked decrease of efficiency. He said — 

** During the first five years of the first 
General Board of Health, fondamental sanitary 
principles were laid down, and examples of large 
direct reductions of death-rates were obtained 
in a number of towns, and extended action on 
those principles promoted in other places. But 
this sanitary service has been merged with other 
functions, and placed, not in the principal posi- 
tion due to it, but in a position secondiu-y to the 
mass of other functions heaped upon that Boud. 
For twenty years, some ^^27,000 a year has 
been expended upon the Medical Department ; 
about double the expenditure upon the first 
General Board of Health, the Sanitary Engineer- 
ing Department included ! And what has been 
the outcome of that double expenditure? I 
have inquired, and I cannot learn of one instance 
of a town 'or place where a death-rate can be 
shown to have been reduced by it ; and the re- 
duction of death-rates is the only real test of the 
efficient expenditure of the public money. You 
wiU apparently only find trances of its action 
against one ^identic, which is of no more than 
the fifth ma^gnitude, namely ^ smijll-pox, and 
that action very incomplete" 

Just so ! Sanitary reform has fjedlen into the 
hands of medicine men with a craze for vaccina- 
tion — a handy prescription that pays well. 
What we have to say is, that small-pox is merely 
a member of the group of zymotic diseases, 
which have to be dealt with as one and in- 
terchangeable. What is good against typhus 
and scarlet fever is good against small -pox ; and 
to assert the contrary is to contradict the plainest 
teaching of experience. 



THE MORALITY OF VACCINATORS. 

< Ix the Lancet of 2l6t August there is a reprint 
of the Alleged Death from Vaccikatiom at 
West Hartlepool. At the inquest Dr. 
Swanwick gave evidence and said ** death was 
' due to syphilis from inoculation" with the 
i vaccine virus. There is no reason why any one 
should dissent from the evidence of Ihr. Swan- 
iK'ick; but such an exposure of vaccination is 
galling to the medical men who want ^e super- 
stition honoured that produces fees. So one of 
the fraternity has written to the Lancet growling 
at the Coroner and Dr. Swanwick. 

The Editor of the Lancet appends a note to 
the communication and closes it with thin 
sentence — ^^ It is much to be regretted that 
medical men should lend themselves to the 
purposes of anti-vaccination agitators," What 
does this sentence mean, but that it is the duty 
of medical men giving evidence on oath as to 
the causes of death at an inquest to peijure 
themselves to save vaccination from reproach ? 

The Vaccination Acts should be repealed if 
only to save the morality of our medical men 
from being utterly ruined. It has been taught 
for some time that fJEdse certificates of death 
should be given to save vaccination ftom re- 
proach, and now our Coroners' Courts are to be 
made untrustworthy by the perjury of medical 
men. The result will be that none will trust 
the word of a vaccinating doctor or whatever 
he may write or print. W. C. W. 



Eeiohley maintains the place of honour in 
faithful witness-bearing against the vaccination 
superstition, and the time will come when the 
whole world will associate its name with praise. 
Hero is the Vaccination Officer's Return for the 
half-year ending 81st December, 1879 — 

Successfully 
Vaccinated. 

47 

51 

82 





Births. 


Keighley, 


... 658 


Bingley, 


... 822 


Haworth, 


... aO 



970 



180 



Of Hawortli, Mr. Eidson observes, ** It is an 
out-township, and regularly sends three pro- 
vaccinating guardians to the Board, who are 
also the phief employers of labour ; and this is 
the only reason we can assign for so much 
vaccination being effected." Let us be thank- 
ful that we have so much good to set against 
the evil. Barely have we any satisfaction with- 
out some drawback. 



One Puncture versus Five or Mors. — It is 
now customary to make more than one puncture 
in vaccinating, generally with a view to give the 
operation an additional number of chances of 
succeeding. But some vaccinators have of late 
insisted on a great extension of this practice, in 
the idea of infecting the system more completely. 
Jenner was careful to insert no more than a single 
puncture in each arm, and it is unphilosophical, 
as well as against experience, to suppose that 
twenty vaccine pustules produce a greater 
amount of specific effect upon the system than 
one. — On Diseases of the Skin, By Jonathan 
Green, M.D. Page 125. London : 1885. 

The International Anti- Vaccination Con- 
gress will be held in Paris from the 8th to the 
17th of this month, October. It is hoped that 
the country where Vaccination was initiated 
may be fully represented on the occaaion. The 
London Society for the Abolition of Compulsoiy 
Vaccination has appointed the Chairman of 
Committee, Mr. William Tebb and Dr. Haugh- 
ton of Upper Norwood as delegates. Mr. Tebb 
proposes to deliver an address on the position 
and prospects of the agitation against oompul- 
Bory vaccination in England. The subject of 
Dr. Haughton's paper is "The Immorality of 
the Compulsory Vaccination Acts.** Mr. Thomas 
Baker of Eingscote intends to speak upon the 
evidence against Vaccination as reTealed by 
recent Parliamentary BetoniB. 
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ANOTHER MARTYR. 

Rochdale has supplied a eeoond victim to the 
Vaooination Laws. Nearly opposite One Ash, 
tiie residence of Mr. John Bright, lives Robert 
Tweedale, a factory worker in the employ of 
the Messrs. Bright. About two months ago 
Robert Tweedale was again summoned for the 
non-vaccination of his youngest child. Being 
out of work he was unable to pay the fine of 
20s. and costs. The magistrates* clerk said, 
** We shall distress your goods." ** AU right," 
was Tweedale's response, though he felt that it 
was ** all wrong." No sentence was passed upon 
him, yet six weeks after, without warning, he 
was '* fetched " from bed at midnight and com- 
mitted to prison for 14 days. This was clearly 
illegal. I was served in the same way, as shown 
in my Prison Thoughts on Vaccination, which 
I will send freely to any applicant. 

*' I was in prison and ye came unto me." 
Our nnohristian penal laws seem framed to 
nullify this commendation. Only those who 
have tried to visit a prisoner know what a tax 
it is upon time and patience, especially since 
Government undertook the management of our 
prisons. 

The Chairman of the Visiting Justices, Mr. 
Richard Harwood, ex- Mayor of Salford, gave 
me a letter to the Governor of the County Jail, 
and after two calls and several hours of waiting 
I was allowed to see friend Tweedale and shake 
his honest hand. The interview took place in 
the office of the Governor, Captain Leggett, 
who, as also the Deputy Governor, Captain 
Connor, treated me courteously. Friend 
Tweedale was dressed in prison garb, but his 
beard had been spared. Questioned about his 
food, he said, '* I haven't enough to eat." I 
asked as to his bedding, and was grieved to 
learn that he had the "plank" punishment. 
The poor fellow's sides were sore, and he could 
get no sleep. The Governor asked, ** Were you 
sentenced to hard labour?" "No sir. Could 
you allow me a mattress ? " "You should speak 
to the surgeon." I reminded the Governor 
that " hard labour " in such cases was illegal, 
and expressed a hope that this rough treatment 
would be modified. I found there was no 
Bible in his cell. He requested to have one. 
He was much affected on being assured that his 
wife and five children would not be allowed to 
want or go into the work-house. 

I laid the facts before Sir William Harcourt, 
the Home Secretary, yrho replied that the case 
would be " fully considered." I also wrote to 
Mr. T. B. Potter, M.P. for Rochdale, who 
promptly replied — " I have written to Harcourt 
on the subject of your letter. The treatment 
seems very cruel." I informed Mr. Bright of 
the case, and a deputation waited upon Inm by 
appointment. The interview lasted an hour 
and a half. Mr. Bright expressed much sym- 
pathy for Robert Tweedale and his family, and 
endorsed what he wrote to me in his Birming- 
ham letter, that the law of multiple penalties is 
" monstrous, and ought to be repealed ; " but he 
feared that public opinion was not advanced 
enough for repeal. Mr. Briglit asked and i 



received information on many points, such as 
the reason for the fewness of pocK-marked faces, 
which he was assured was due to improved 
medical treatment, and had no more connection 
with vaccination than Tenterden Steeple had 
with Goodwin Sands. The deputation left with 
the resolve to work on until pubUo opinion 
demands repeal. 

On Friday morning, September 24th, at eight 
o'clock, we welcomed friend Tweedale outside 
the prison gates. We were glad to find that his 
treatment had been ameliorated. We accom- 
panied him to Rochdale, where he was met at 
the station and escorted through the town by 
thousands of admiring and sympathising friends. 
In the evening a crowded meeting was held in 
the Public HaU, when an address was presented 
to Mr. Tweedale. Tliis event has aroused pubhc 
feeling and driven another nail into the coffin 
of vaccination. Henby Pitman. 

41 John Dalton Street, Manchester. 



SUPPRESSED LETTERS. 

ANTI- VACCINATION. 

(To the Editor of the British Medical 

JowrnaX.) 

IWi July, 1880. 
Sir, — ^Your correspondent Mr. George Worth - 
ington is very angry because qualified medical 
men dare to differ from him as to the efficacy of 
** Jenner's great discovery," and also because they 
communicate their opinions to non-medical jour- 
nals. Well, Sir, I am sorry to be guilty of anything 
that causes pain to my professional brethren, 
but what am I to do ? The medical journals 
will not admit my medical views on this subject, 
and the non-medical ones express their desire to 
have them. Who is therefore to blame ? Com- 
pulsory Vaccination is a social, poUtical, and 
even a moral question, afiecting every parent in 
the country. Am I obliged to see through Mr. 
Worthingtou's spectacles ? But perhaps I may 
not give quite as much calomel and jalap as 
some of my confreres. This, it seems, is quite 
enough to give offence in another direction. 
It is but the other day that you informed your 
readers that the opponents of the Compulsory 
Acts were ** Homoeopaths." As there does not 
exist any authoritative definition of what con- 
stitutes ** Homoeopathy," I am unable to verify 
this accusation ; but it has always appeared to 
me that the only true homoeopaths are those who 
take variolous matter and insert it into the body 
of a beast with a view to producing such a 
similar virus as may afterwards be used on the 
human subject to prevent or cure the same 
disease. I do not see anything irrational in the 
supposition that zymotic diseases do not readily 
return twice in the same constitution ; but this 
is not **a discovery," and, to be logical, we 
ought to carry it out with all the zymotics. I 
protest against the imputation of moral wrong 
which is made against the members of the 
Association who are not allowed the privilege oi 
self-defence, or even of statement of their actual 
opinions. 

Edwabd Haughton, M.D. ; B. A. &c. 
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CUTAHBOUS APFEOTIONS FOLLOWIKO VACCINATION. 

(To the Editor of the BritUh Medi^nl 
Journal.) 

18th Augyjil, 1880. 
Sir, — I have now under treatment a girl who 
has an eruption, not unlilte amall-pox, on her 
shonldors, arms, and face, and which causeB her 
intolerable itching. She was vaccinated 18 
years ago, and has an eruption every summer of 
a aimilar kind to that which followed shortly 
after having been vaccinated. At theae timee 
she is greatly debilitated and looks thoroughly 
ont of health. I have abo just given np attend- 
ing a gentleman who, having Eufiered from 
chronic eczema on the arms and legs, was re- 
commended to try the experiment recorded in 
Dr. Joseph Kidd's book on Therapatitici (page 
08), and get vaccinated with a view to cure. 
The result was a great increase of the disease, 
which almost drove him to despair. He is now 
nearly well. I have also seen an eruption, 
almost indistinguishable from small-poi, coming 
out on a patient ronnd the site of the vaccine 
vesicle in a ring of several inches circumference. 
In this case no further harm resulted, but I am 
inclined to think that those cases which are said 
"not to take" are those in which the vital 
organs are most likely to he injuriously affected. 
Edwabd Hauqbton, U.D. 

The Editor, Mr. Ernest Hart, disposed of the 

foregoing letter in answers to correspondenle as 
follows 

" BOHIEOPATaiC TREAIKBHT OF BCZEUA. 

"Dr. E. Haughton, Norwood. — We are not 
disposed to record here a case in which a patient 
Buffering &om eczema was recommended to be 
vaccinated as a means of cure. The person who 
is responsible for such absurd advice and its 
consequences should send it to a homoeopathic 
journal." 

(To the Editor of ths BritUh Medical 
Journal.) 

%Ut Augiut, 1880. 

Sir, — From the manner in which you have 
alluded to the cases mentioned in my letter of 
18th inst. (selecting one that I only referred to 
as a failure, and leaving yonr readers to suppose 
that I was advocating th6 practice in question), 
I fear you are unduly sensitive on the question 
of homceopathio relationship. In truth, it 
leaves you open to the argum'entam ad 
hominem, for your own notion of what vaccina- 
tion ought to be appears far more fitted for 
"sending to a homteopathic journal." 

You say, at page 16 of your Trtith About 
Vaccination, " The small-pox of man conveyed 
to the cow prodnees cow-poi; but the cow-poi 
thus induced, retransferred to man, is as incap- 
able as the natural small-pox itself of producing 
infectious small-pox." Here we certainly have 
the"doctrine of similars"; the only difference 
being that it is a question of prophyUaxis rather 
.thai) of onre. Yoa are, however, aware that 
▼aooination has been recommended as a cure 
for mull-pox, and even for rinderpest by men 



whose professional position might have led us 
to expect better tmngs from t£em, and what 
was worse, these follies were put into practice 
with the most disastrous results. In conelusion, 
I wonld remind you that, in attempting to snp- 
press the honest record of actual cases, you are 
neither serving society nor the interests of the 
great Assooiation which has hitherto reposed so 
much confidence in your judgment and spirit of 
fair-play. Edwabd Hauqhtoh, M.D. 
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On entering the Court, the Clerk shook hands 
with Mr. 'Ward, and asked, "Are yon going to 
give us an hour's speech on vaooination ? " "I 
am going to give yon a lecture on law," Mr. 
Ward replied. 

The Clerk guessed what was coming, and 
turned to his authorities, and dispatched police- 
men for books, and again for books. Then he 
whispered to the Bench that aa the Vaccinalaon 
Officer had failed to serve an order on Mr. 
Ward within twelve months, the proeeentioD 
moat be a failure. The five justices after mnob 
subdued conversation with long &ces retired to 
an ante-room for more convenient discussioii. 
When they returned the Bev. E. B. Eawk^iaw 
took the chair, and at once Mr. Ward objected, 
Mr. Hawkshaw being ex-offieio Guardian and 

Sromoler of vaccination prosecutions. He told 
Ir. Ward to ait down. Mr. 'Wsti replied that 
he would not sit down, and demanded, " Why 
do you interrupt me ? Ton cannot nlence tne, 
and you only tnm the Court into a bear-garden 
by your unseemly interference." "Yonr case 
is dismissed," said Mr. Hawkahaw. " I am aot 
going to be disposed of in that way," rejoiDed 
Mr. Ward. " Ton brought me here nn- 
justly, and you must compensate me for 
doing so." He demanded 20s., and read Uie 
note to the Slst clause of the VaccinatioD 
Act of 1867 empowering magistrates to com- 

Knsate in such cases. The Clerk said, " Yon 
ve been unjustly summoned, as we cannot 
deny, and you must receive compensation; but 
20s. is too much. We shall allow 10a. Ur. 
Parsons, the vaccination .offioer, mnst ^y yon 
that sum as the fault lies with him." Faraona, 
thereon, drew out the money amid mnoh langii- 
ter in court. Mr. Ward apologised for disappoint- 
ing so many who came to hear a diaooune 
on the evils of vaccination, but said he had littla 
doubt an opportunity would soon recur. 

Many might thus save themselves from fine 
and imprisonment, and confound their pena- 
cutors ^ they would take pains to master tha 
Vaccination Acts. The law is loosely adminis- 
tered, and convictions oontinually take place 
that are grossly irregular. It was simply Hr. 
Ward's superior knowledge that praventad tha 
infiictioti of fine and eosts. 
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Small-Pox is a member of the group of diseases 
described as zymotic, which originate in unwhole- 
some conditions of life, and in common are 
diminished and prevented by the reduction and 
removal of those conditions. 

In times when the laws of health were imper- 
fectly understood, the fanciful discovery was made 
that by poisoning the blood with the virus of small- 
pox or cow-pox, a future attack of small-pox might 
be escaped. While many kindred superstitions in 
medical practice have been discredited and for- 
gotten. Vaccination, because it was endowed by 
the State, has survived, and has entered into legis- 
lation, and is enforced with fine and imprisonment. 
It is in vain for Nonconformists to plead that they 
do not believe that Vaccination has any power to 
prevent or to mitigate small-pox : they are told 
they may believe what they like, but that vac- 
cioated they must be, for the benefit of the rite is 
settled beyond dispute, and that only fools and 
fanatics venture to question what has been 
irrevocably determined. 

It is to attack and overthrow this monstrous 
tyranny that the London Society has been estab- 
lished. The members desire to enlighten the public 
mind as to the history of Vaccination, as to its 
injury in conununicating and intensifying other 
diseases, and as to its failure to avert the malady 
against which it is invoked. 

Some, too, whilst disinclined to discuss Vac- 
cination as a medical question, or to surrender 
confidence in its prophylaxy, are opposed to its 
compulsory infliction. They maintain that every 
remedy should be left to justify itself by its own 
efficacy, and that of all prescriptions the last which 
requires extraneous assistance is Vaccination; for 
its repute is based on the fact that its subjects are 
secure from tmall-pox, and in that security may 



abide indifferent to those who choose to neglect its 
salvation. Even nurses in small-pox hospitaLs, it ia 
said, when efficiently vaccinated and re-vaocinated, 
live unaffected in the variolous atmosphere. There- 
fore, they hold that to compare an anvaccinated 
person to a nuisance, as is frequently done, is to 
make use of an epithet that implicitly denies the 
virtue asserted for Vaccination: a nuisance being 
a voluntary danger or annoyance which another 
cannot conveniently avoid. They also hold that 
to establish any medical prescription, and to create 
interests identified with that prescription, is to 
erect a bar to improvement; for it is obvious that 
any novelty in the treatment of small-pox must, in 
the constitution of human nature, meet with resis- 
tance from those whose emoluments are vested 
in the established practice. 

The London Socistv, therefore, claims to enlist 
the energies of those who resist Vaccination as 
useless and mischievous, and of those who, true to 
their faith in liberty, would leave its acceptance to 
the discretion of the individual In the controversy 
into which they enter, they propose to employ all 
the familiar "agencies wherewith in England re- 
volutions are effected in the public mind and In 
Parliament; and they appeal with confidence for 
the sympathy and support of their countrymen. 
The Vaccination Acts under which they sofier 
have not been enacted with the fall cognizance ol 
the nation, but have been forced through indifferent 
Parliaments by the persistency of medical faction. 
The members of the Societt are confident that as 
soon as the truth about Vaccination is fully known 
and appreciated, the freedom they contend for will 
be conceded without fear, and that posterity will 
view with amasement the outrage npon hnman 
right and reason that is at present ootninitted 
under the shadow of En^^ish liberty. 
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VACCINATORa iT EDINBDKGH. 

THE BOCUL 8CIBHCB COHOKEBB. 

An opinion is rapidlj gaining gronnd that tbe 
eymotic diaeases are branches of the same tree, 
and streams from the same fount; that their 
root and source are the foul sewer, the wet ceas- 
pool, the reeking manure heap, and the pol- 
luted well; and that whenever a comipnDity 
feels the pressnre of an epideimo malady, it 
ought to recognise that the fault lies not with 
Nature, but with man. And thuB we are driTen 
to the conclueion that the daily removal of 
deoaying animal and vegetable refuse from the 
precincts of the dwelling to the garden and the 
farm is a double blessing; it strangles epidemic 
disease in its cradle and in its birth, while it 
restores to the impoTerished soil tbe virtue 
which the annual harvest is slowljr taking 
away. This line of thought is logically incon- 
sistent with the vaccination theory ; it has been 
combated with auger almost amonntiug to fana- 
tioism by one class of writers, and it is also in 
open antagouism with some of the more recon- 
dite hypotheses of the modem scientific imagina- 
tion, which invite ua to withhold our hand till 
the methods by which Nature works in assign- 
ing to sewer gas its deleteriouA qualities have 
been sdentifically analysed and decompounded, 
and the deepest mysteries of chemistry and 
~ physiology laid open to the popular gaze. 

Vaccine protection is theoretically held to act 
alike on young and old, on rich and poor, offer- 
ing to each and to all a safeguard against a con- 
tagion which indiscrinunately attacks the young 
and tbe old, the rich and the poor, the healthy 
and the sick. But the observations of calm and 
unprejudiced inquirers have shown that small- 
pox epidemics, so far from affecting all claBsee 
in one and the same manner, with a contagion 
that respects neither age nor position in society, 
is really a scourge that exercises a vei; careful 
saleotiou in choosing its victims, giving an over- 
Thelining preference to tinhealthy sloms where 



poverty, filth, and sanitary neglect hold per- 
manent sway, and attacking no one who luu 
not been already weakened by bad oonstitntioD, 
bad habits, bad water, or bad air. 80 distinctly 
has this been shewn, that at length the pro- 
vaocinators are changing their ground, and, 
disregarding the friendly advice to confine their 
advocacy of compulsion to tbe squalid dwellers 
in uncleanly domiciles, their present polio; 
seems very generally to be directed towards 
coupling their animal safeguard with every 
sanitary proposal hitherto propounded by their 
anti-vaccinating opponents for the suppression 
of epidemic diseaBe. Some years ago our 
fashionable doctrines taught that small-poi was 
almost if not wholly beyond the reach of sani- 
tary measures ; that among the symotio 
mdadies small-pox stood on separate gronnd, 
the descendant of a long line of ancestry which 
no filth conld generate and no cleanliness expel, 
the vaccine shaft being the only arrow by which 
it could be pierced. But pubUo opinion has 
advanced ; and we find Dr. Van Overbeek de 
Ueijer declaring in 1879 that Hmall-poi as well 
as other epidemics, must be attacked at the place 
of its birth with extraordinary precautions of 
cleanliness and ventilation, purification of sur- 
roundings, and removal of collections of filth. 
Certnin of our English towns are adopting a 
similar method of making Toccination eSectnal. 
We learn from Lucian that on the occurrence 
of a severe epidemic in the Roman Empire in 
the second century, the professional authorittea 
recommended that an invocation to Apollo 
should be placed over each door as a protective 
measure. Qreat numbers made use of this 
remedy ; bnt those who rehed on its protective 
power were the principal sufferers, for, by their 
neglect of other precautions, dietetic and sani- 
tary, they omitted to help their protective to 
help them (says our sarcastic author), and they 
had to pay the penalty of their neglect. 

At the late meeting of the Social Soienoe 
Congress at Edinburgh, an important statement 
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made on the yarying incidence of small- 
pox in yarying localities in weU-yaccinated 
Paris. There had been 569 deaths in that city 
during the months of January and February 
last, which is by no means a decisive proof that 
yaeoination, after eighty years of trial and 
coercion, is capable of reducing the natural 
causes of small-pox to inactivity. One of the 
speakers, Dr. Sir John Bose Cormack, quoting 
from Dr. Bertillon, explained that ''these 
deaths were unequally distributed through the 
city, one arrondissement giving six or seven 
times its calculated proportion, and another 
contributing sixteen times its due share. This 
latter was a locality (says Dr. Bertillon) 
specially adapted for the spread of any con- 
tagious disease introduced into it, the dwellings 
being old and ruinous, piled up one above 
another, and very sparingly supplied with air 
and light, and the inhabitants a dirty people, in 
rags, lean and wan." It might have been re- 
oognised by this Edinburgh Congress that the 
small-pox epidemic required no farther explana- 
tion; but the meeting were informed on the 
same French authority, that the excess of deaths 
in this district was due to the presence of a 
small-pox hospital from which the seeds or 
germs of the poison were blown by the wind. 
It was an "imperfectly vaccinated" district. 
There was another hospital in a different part 
of Paris, around which no such special epidemic 
fatality occurred. "In this district (says Dr. 
Bertillon) the houses are of good character, and 
inhabited by a better- vaccinated community ! " 
The comparative mortality of vaccinated and 
imvaccinated in these districts does not appear 
to have been alluded to. Vaccination statistics, 
indeed, have become somewhat discredited of 
late; but it may be easily imagined that the 
mortality was high, for Dr. Cormack proceeded 
to say, on the authority of Dr. Bertillon, that 
the small-pox hospital (an annexe of the Hotel 
Dieu) contained at an average 140 patients, 
oranmied into "horrible wards." One would 
not be surprised at a high death-rate of unvac- 
cinated children under such circumstances, 
away from home, amid strange faces, and the 
most dismal surroundings. Such is isolation ! 

From this description of the incidence of the 
small-pox in modem Paris, the anti- vaccinator 
will derive confirmation of the opinion that all 
zymotic diseases originate in filth and squalor 
and dissipation, and are powerless against clean- 
liness and temperate habits. Yet the speakers 
at this Congress appeared to concentrate their 
gaze on yaeoination, as if by that alone the 



small-pox could be efifectoally confronted and 
appalled. It is indeed one of the peculiaritieB 
of our time that the loud outcry in fftvour of 
Dr. Jenner and his discovery should be so nn- 
mistakeably professional, and that abuse of the 
anti-vaccinator is so much in vogue as a substi- 
tute or argument. Admiration of vaccination 
surely is not necessarily inconsistent with cour- 
tesy to those who entertain an adverse opinion. 

Inasmuch as the general aversion to the 
practice is now becoming admitted, a lead- 
ing member of the British Medical Associa- 
tion lately remarked that "the efficiency of 
vaccination in Ireland and Scotland is sus- 
tained by the knowledge that there is a power 
behind that will compel, when other means 
for securing obedience to the law have foiled." 
It is much the same in England. Before 
compulsion, vaccination was fEkshionable and 
popular. Under compulsion, it has become 
unfashionable and unpopular. Fashion resents 
legislative dictation, and the results of coercion 
might have been foreseen by any one conversant 
with English feeling. In the Vaccination Com- 
mittee of 1871 we heard the proud boast that 
small-pox was virtually stamped out in Scotland 
and in Ireland. The vaunt was premature in 
both instances. Sir Bobert Christison told the 
Congress that " a few years ago they had a most 
violent epidemic of small-pox in Edinburgh in 
which not even the vaccinated had been spared." 
But in what epidemic do we find them spared ? 
In the Birmingham epidemic so seldom alluded 
to by the cautious vaccinal writer, the vaccin- 
ated furnished nearly seven thousand patients, 
of whom more than 12 per cent. died. 

The Eeport of the Conseil de Salubrity of 
Paris in 1839 says, " How shall we explain the 
difference that is remarked between the mor- 
tality of one quarter and that of another, in the 
same town ? of one street and that of another in 
the same quarter, or of the same village ? or, 
lastly, the difference which is observed in this 
respect between houses in the same street ? It 
is replied to us that misery is the cause. Yes I 
without doubt, misery is a powerful cause, 
especially when it is driven back into the most 
insalubrious quarters, streets, and houses, where 
it lives habitually in the midst of an atmosphere 
infected with filth and dirt." The houses of 
the lower orders in Paris are thus described by 
the Conseil de Salubrity : " The bad state and 
filth of the passages, privies, and sinks give rise 
to infectious exhalations which vitiate the air of 
these humble abodes, and affect the health of 
the inhabitants in a manner so mnoh the man 
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iDischieYous in that the greater part of them 
work all day in crowded and ill-ventilated 
workshops.'* 

In the Journal cPHygiene for 2nd October, 
1879, Dr. YaisBon describes a small-pox out- 
break at Bastia, in Corsica. *' The disease was 
local, and was neither goided by hazard nor by 
caprice. It affected the populous quarters, 
houses where the laws of health were wholly 
unknown. In the better streets and among 
the well-to-do classes, scarcely a case occurred, 
while the working class population in the nar- 
row and crooked streets in which air and light 
with difficulty enter, were decimated. So 
completely was the disease confined to the 
poor, that the medieval cry was renewed, * the 
fountains were poisoned* to produce the dis- 
ease, and the rich escaped because they drank 
the water of Orezzo or of Cardo. No! (says 
Dr. Vaisson) it is not the fountains, it is the 
atmosphere which is vitiated by the exhalations 
from the sewers, and by the filth of every kind 
which lies putrifying around the dwellings; it 
is overcrowding in small and low apartments; 
and it is the lodging-houses for tramps, where 
eight or ten beds are often crammed into one 
room. Such is the origin of the evil. A shed 
and an armful of straw with pure air would be 
preferable." Tet, with all these causes before 
his eyes. Dr. Yaisson does not venture to break 
with the traditions of the profession. Corsica 
suffers because she "resists vaccination." As 
if vaccination were a substitute for cleanliness 
or a defence against filth 1 

Dr. Boens writes: "On the 19th May, 1879, 
a vaccinated child ten years of age exhibited 
typhoid symptoms, followed by small-pox erup- 
tion, and died. On the 2nd June, an unvac- 
cinated child fell ill in the same house and 
recovered. The father also recovered from an 
attack. A young vaccinated girl living close 
by was so ill as to be removed to the hos- 
pital. Dr. Wauthy reconunended disinfection 
of houses, courts, and sewers, and, of course, 
re-vaccination. The authorities immediately 
cleaned the streets and houses. After that no 
new case occurred. There had not been time 
to re- vaccinate, and the disease having suc- 
cumbed to cleanliness, the matter was allowed 
to rest. In August, small-pox broke out in 
another street, in a house occupied by a number 
of poor people. They were removed, and the 
disease was immediately stopped by a thorough 
cleansing and disinfection of the place. A much 
better plan (says Dr. Boens) than the vaccinal 
monomania which has so long fiEtsoinated us. ** 



The medical profession of Europe have boxmd 
themselves so publicly to the once fashionable 
Jennerian theory, that in their entanglement 
they find it difficult to allow due force to the 
dictum that the science of the day may be the 
falsehood of the morrow. What is progress but 
change? Dr. Baffinesque, while upholding 
vaccination, says that sanitary hygiene is ade- 
quate to the suppression of all epidemics. 
" Every house in which zymotic disease occurs 
should be disinfected and rendered wholesome." 
For the moment disinfection reigns triumphant 
—artificial disinfection— one method rapidly 
succeeding another in popular favour, and each 
claiming to be the genuine effective agent. Yet 
we know little of contagion ; there is no scien- 
tific proof that it can be destroyed by our disin- 
fectants, neither can the experiment be easUy 
made upon an unknown factor. Dr. Yidal re- 
commends obligatory disinfection of clothing, 
bedding, and susceptible objects generally, with 
compulsory re -vaccination every ten years. Dr. 
Yan Overbeek de Meijer says, "Compulsory 
vaccination has by no means answered the 
expectations of its promoters ; the fine being too 
light, and re- vaccination not being enforced." 
Dr. Farquharson in the Edinburgh Congress is 
reported by the Scotsman of October 11 to have 
said, " that he was not without hopes that they 
might eventually come to a point at which 
compulsory re-vaccination might be got. . . He 
was of opinion that the State should take hold 
of an tmvaccinated child and have it compul- 
sonly vaccinated." Of late, marvellous changes 
have taken place in English law and English 
feeling, and we are on the eve of still greater 
movements. The extent of the change of feel- 
ing dming the last two centuries may be ap- 
proximately measured by quoting from t^e 
honoured names of the past the seiftiments 
which gave them fame, but which are now, 
apparently, no longer appreciated. The cele- 
brated Whig statesman, Charles James Fox, in 
1780, said, — " I am a friend of universal tolera- 
tion, and an enemy to that narrow way of 
thinking that makes men come to parliament, 
not for the removal of some great grievance 
felt by them, but to desire parliament to shackle 
and fetter their fellow-subjects. ' ' Bishop Burnet 
says, — "The authority of parents over their 
children is antecedent to society, and no law 
that takes it away can be binding. Perse- 
cution (he trenchantly remarks) if it were 
lawful, ought to be extreme, and go to extir- 
pation ; for the bad treatment of those who are 
suffered still to live in a society is the creating 
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of BO many maloontents, who, at some time or 
other, may make those who treat them ill feel 
their revenge. And the principle of persecution, 
if true, is that to which all have a right when 
they haye a power to put it in practice, since 
they, being persuaded that they are in the right, 
from that must believe they may lawfully exert 
against others that severity under which they 
groaned long themselves/' — H. D. D. 



SIR WILFRID LAWSON, BART., M.P. 

The following letter from the President of the 
United Kingdom Alliance to Mr. Saul will be 
read with much satisfaction : — 

17th October, 1880. 

My dear Sir, — I have your note referring to 
the Vaccination Question. 

I do not exactly know the steps which Mr. 
Burt and Mr. Jacob Bright propose to take in 
the matter, but I have little doubt that they 
will do the right thing and will deserve support. 
At all events, I am opposed to the present 
system of what is called Compulsory Vaccina- 
tion. But whether Vaccination be desirable or 
not, the existing system is not compulsory since 
a rich man by giving or paying fines can avoid 
it, and so can the poor man, although he is sent 
to prison. 

As regards the general question of Vaccina- 
tion, there seems to be a curious conflict of 
testimony ; but as almost all the Doctors sup- 
port it, I should think that probably in the end 
it will turn out to be a delusion. Most of the 
theories on which they have been most positive 
have been upset after having held sway for a 
certain number of years. — Yours truly, 

W. Lawson. 
Rev. W. Saul, 

45 London Road, Carlisle. 



Cow-Pox PEOM HoRSE-Pox. — In the Marie 
Lane Express of 8th August we read, — " Accord- 
ing to the Gazette Medicate, among the liorses of 
a German horse-dealer, M. Alexander showed to 
M. Le Blanc a case of horse-pox in a well-bred 
animal from Germany. L3'mph from this 
animal was inoculated by M. Chambon on a 
three months' old heifer, by three punctures on 
the udder. These inoculations were most 
Buccessfril, and from this heifer another was as 
successfully inoculated on 13th May. On the 
19th there was a very fine vaccinal eruption, no 
fewer than sixty pustules being present, from 
which two other heifers were vaccinated. From 
this source the Soci^t^ de Hygiene was amply 
supplied with lymph for vaccination purposes." 



THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XX. 

JENNEB*S SECOND AWABI>^1807. 

Babon relates a curious instance of Jenner's 
personal shyness and the mental torture he en- 
dured in prospect of a festival of the Royal 
Jennerian Society in which he was expected to 
take part. Speaking to Baron he said — 

** I can compare my feelihgs to those of no 
one but Cowper, the poet, when his intellect at 
last gave way to his fears about the execution 
of his office in the House of Lords. It was 
reading Cowper's Life, I believe, that saved my 
own senses by putting me fully in view of my 
danger. For many weeks before the meeting I 
began to be agitated, and, as it approached, I 
was actually deprived both of appetite and 
sleep ; and when the day came, I was obliged 
to deaden my sensibility and gain courage by 
brandy and opium. The meeting was at lengtn 
interrupted by a dissolution of Parliament, 
which sent the leading people to the country ; 
and what was at flrst merely postponed was 
ultimately abandoned to my no small delight 
and satisfaction." * 

Like many shy men, Jenner could be bold 
enough with pen and ink — ^it was face to face 
courage to which he was imequal; and this 
timidity, with other reasons, accounted for his 
failure as a London physician — as **the Cow- 
Pox Doctor," as he was commonly described. 
Those whose encouragement had helped to lead 
him to disaster, those who were pleased to be- 
lieve that he had taught mankind how to escape 
from small-pox, and several of his professional 
brethren, were all concerned to help him out of 
his difficulties, and, if possible, at the public ex- 
pense. The Duchess of Devonshire wrote to 
Mr. Angerstein — 

"I had not forgot vour kind interest about 
Jenner. I spoke to tne Duke, the Prince, and 
Morpeth, and they will all do what you think 
best ; but Morpeth has undertaken to make in- 
quiries whether it is not possible to hrins his 
case again before Parliament. He thinks if 
that could be done, it would be more satisfactory 
than any subscription. I desired him to find 
out how Pitt was really inclined in the matter, 
and I only waited the result of these inquiries 
to write to you." 

At the same time Jenner himself was not in- 
active, and managed to advance his own interest 
effectually. He came to London, 10th May, 
1805, and at once saw Lord Egremont, and en- 
larged upon the losses he had incurred in the 
public service ; the result being a determination 
to appeal afresh to the liberality of the House of 

( * Baron'a Life c^fJennt, toI. U. p. 102. 
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CommonB. Moreover he succeeded in winning 
oyer the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 
manner he thus describes — 

** During my residence in town in the summer 
of 1805, Lady Crewe happened in conversation 
to tell me how much Lord Henry Petty wished 
for a conference with me on the vaccine subject; 
and that she would like to bring us together. 
We met at her villa at Hampstead, and went so 
fully into the matter that his Lordship, con- 
vinced of the injury I had sustained, expressed 
his determination to bring something forward 
in the ensuing session. Before the session 
arrived Mr. Pitt died, and Lord Henry Petty 
became Chancellor of the Exchequer. In the 
early part of 1806, I again saw his Lordship, 
and found that his ardour in my cause had 
suffered no abatement. This was soon after 
proved by his Lordship's motion in the House." * 

Lord Heniy brought Jenner*s case before the 
Commons on the 2nd of July, and recited the 
fabulous matter communicated to him with the 
force of personal conviction. Vaccination was 
a preventive of small-pox, that loathsome dis- 
ease which spreads death throughout the world. 
It was in 1777 that Jenner obtained some 
obsciure knowledge of the peculiar virtue of 
Vaccine; and from that period he meditated 
profoundly on the subject, accumulated informa- 
tion, and instituted cautious and decisive ex- 
periments. At length he perfected his discovery, 
and published it for the benefit of mankind. 
Lord Henry then proceeded to relate the 
triumphs of Vaccination, not only throughout 
Europe, but China and India t Wherever 
the practice was introduced, there small-pox 
diminished and vanished. There was Vienna, 
for instance, where the average mortality from 
small-pox was 885 annually. Vaccination was 
conamenced in 1799, and the mortahty dropped 
in 1802 to 61, in 1808 to 27, and in 1804 to 2. 
Thus in Vienna there was an annual salvation 
of 888 htunan beings. This undoubted fact had 
made a deep impression on his mind [as well it 
might I] . But, alas I what was doing so much 
good abroad was neglected and distrusted at 
home. In the City of London the deaths from 
small-pox had been on an average 1811 annually, 
and this mortaHty had been gradually reduced 
by Vaccination to 629. Through the diffusion 
of the disease by variolous inoculation, the 
deaths last year (1805) had been raised from 629 
to 1685. This dreadful destruction of life, 
especially shocking when a certain preventive 
existed, demanded their most serious attention, 
and in the situation he felt bound to propose a 

* Btron't Lsft o/Jgnn^r, vol. U. p. 66. 



plan to bring forward a mass of evidence, to elidt 
the truth, and enlighten the public. He would 
therefore move — 

'*That an humble Address be presented to 
His Majesty, praying that he will be graciously 
pleased to direct His Boyal College of Physicians 
to inquire into the state of Vaccine Inoculation 
in the United Kingdom, and to report their 
opinion as to the progress it has made, and the 
causes which have retarded its general adoption." 

Should this Report from the Physicians corro- 
borate the favourable opinion of Vaccination 
entertained by foreign nations, it must greatly 
tend to subdue those prejudices against the 
practice which have been fomented here. And 
in that case, the House may consider whether 
the ingenious Discoverer has been remunerated 
conformably to the liberal spirit and character 
of this countiy. 

Dr. Mathews seconded the motion, and con- 
trasted the safety of vaccine with the dangers of 
variolous inoculation. He had no doubt the 
country would hasten to testify stUl further its 
gratitude to the learned physician to whom they 
owed this inestimable benefit. 

Mr. WiLBERFOBCE did not approve of the 
reference to the College of Physicians. He 
would have preferred an investigation by a 
committee of the House, and another committee 
of the House of Lords. The opinions of such 
unbiassed persons would be more congenial to 
the feelings of the people, and far more satis- 
factory than any medical report from the College 
of Physicians. The latter might be suspected 
of being influenced by professional motives, 
whereas a report from the Lords and Commons 
would be universally received as proceeding 
from a pure desire to promote the general good. 
It did not surprise him that Vaccination had 
made less progress at home than abroad. The 
resistance was due to that curious principle in 
the htunan mind which accepts what comes 
from afar with admiration whilst what is familiar 
is neglected and despised. The remedy would 
be found in diffusing information as to the com- 
plete success of Vaccination in foreign countries. 
They would thus disperse those absurd prejudices 
which are engendered and fostered by certain 
selfish and interested individuals. 

Mr. Windham did not concur in the advice of 
Mr. Wilberforce to refer the matter to a parlia- 
mentary committee. It was a question for 
medical men. To a committee of the House the 
adage might be applied, Ne autor ultra erepidam. 
Let them enforce with their approval the report 
of the Physicians, and then let them proceed to 
remimerate that meritorious individual to whom 
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society owed the ntmoat gratitnde. He could mnnicBted by otherB, and to stand responmbla 

not help thinkiiig he had not yet received what for abEurdities of which they are anoonsoiona. 
waa dne for the eipense and trouble the dis- The Report of the Fhyddans appeared on 

oovery had cost him. 10th April, 1807, a verboae and oontradiotoiy 

Mr. B*KKB, was of a sceptical turn He document wherein assertion and conjecture are 

wiahed the motion had been made earher in the »"l'wardly mtermingled. As to the extension 

session, for then he shonld have supported the "^^^^ practice, it is said— 
saggestion of Mr. Wilberforce. They wished to " During eight years which have elapsed since 

know whether Vaccmation really did afford ^'- ^^"^^^ '^'^«. ^, di^fovery public the pro- 

, , . , „ » greaa of Vaccination has been rapid, not only ra 

reasonable security from small-poi. It was not ^ parts of the United Kingdom, but in every 

a question for medical men for which the House quarter of the civilised world. In the Britiui 

was incompetent. They were as capable of Islands some hundred thousands have been 
vaccinated ; in our possessions in the East Indies 
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for the proposal to annex the Boyal College of year inoculated with small-pox, and aftarwarda 
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immediate dread of epidemic small-pox, neither 
Vaccination or Inoculation appecurs at any time 
to have been general, and wnen the cause of 
terror has passed by the pubHc have relapsed 
into indifference. It is not easy to suggest a 
remedy for an evil so deeply implcmted in human 
nature.*' 

The suggestion was, however, made that 
Vaccination should be offered gratis, but at the 
same time it was the opinion of the College that 
until variolous Inoculation was superseded or 
prohibited, ** it would be impossible to prevent 
the constant recurrence of natural small-pox." 

The recommendation of Vaccination gratis 
provoked the wrath of Dr. Moseley — 

" Gratis ! " he exclaimed, ** Why, every person 
knows that for years past in almost every street 
of London, signs or boards on the sides of houses, 
or on Methodists' shops, or in apothecaries' 
windows have invited the ignorant multitude to 
gratuitous Vaccination. I have seen as many 
gratis cow-pox hand-bills, gratis puffs, gratis 
pathetic sermons and addresses, and gratis 
station advertisements as would load an ox. 
What does the College think of the mountebank 
Jennerian placard, dispersed on walls and alleys, 
and among all the blackguard pubhc-houses in 
town and country, and hung up in the shop or 
parlour of every Cow Poxer in England with 
Their Majesties' Names and those of Their 
August Family audaciously emblazoned upon 
it?"* 

The Report of the College is especially inter- 
esting as a historic confession and mark of pro- 
gress. The physicians who drew it up were the 
same men who in 1800 professed their unlimited 
confidence in Vaccination, whilst as yet they 
knew little about it, proclaiming in the news- 
papers that they considered it their duty to 
declare — 

*' That those persons who ha/ve had the Cow- 
Pox are perfectly secure from the futv/re 
infection of the Small-Pox.'^ 

From a profession so unqualified an absolute 
retractation was not to be expected ; but exper- 
ience had begotten caution, and it is instructive 
to remark with what qualifications the retreat 
from the original position is attempted. Thus — 

"The security derived firom Vaccination if 
not absolutely perfect is as nearly so as can 
perhaps be expected firom any human discovery ; 
for among several hundred thousand cases, with 
the resulto of which the College has been made 
acquainted, the number of alleged failures has 
been sv/rprisingly sm>aZl, so much so as to form 
no reasonable objection to the general adoption 
of Vaccination." 

The Report is not the deliverance of men 

^BevieufuflUportonVaceinaHon, By Ben jamln Moieley. 
liondon : ISOH. 



possessed with the confidence of 1800 : through- 
out there is manifest the failing conviction which 
evades responsibihty and seeks for confirmation 
firom sources external to itself. After a reference 
to the Variolous Test, the Report runs on — 

" It appears from numerous observations 
communicated to the College, that those who 
have been vaccinated are secure firom the con- 
tagion of epidemic small-pox. Towns and 
districts of country in which Vaccination had 
been general, have afterwards had small-^x 
prevalent on aU sides of them without suffenng 
fi*om the contagion. There are also in the 
evidence a few examples of epidemic small-pox 
having been subdued oy a general Vaccination." 

The liability to confound coincidence with 
cause was not unknown in 1807, and might have 
been suggested as a possible explanation of the 
cessation of an epidemic contemporaneously 
with Vaccination. How general Vaccination 
could secure universal exemption fi*om small- 
pox was apparently never asked. Extra- 
ordinary tales of Vicarious Vaccination were 
related and piously received. If a firaction of 
an urban or rural community happened to be 
vaccinated (usually a firaction least Ukely to be 
troubled with small-pox in any event) and 
small-pox did not break out, or did not widely 
spread, the salvation of the community was 
ascribed to the Vicarious Vaccination. The 
phenomenon has, strange to say, escaped the 
attention of theologians, although, even at the 
present day, medical men constantly attest its 
occurrence. 

Ruefully was it conceded that Vaccination 
was not an absolute preservative firom small- 
pox, but the pain of concession was softened 
with the plea of mitigation — 

" In almost every case where smaU-pox has 
succeeded Vaccination, the disease has varied 
much firom its ordinary course ; it has neither 
been the same in violence, nor in the duration 
of its symptoms, but has, with very few excep- 
tions j been remarkably mild, as if the small-pox 
had been deprived, by the previous vaccine 
disease, of all its usual malignity." 

It goes without saying, that such a statement 
was on its face quackish romance. How could 
a physician know that any case of small-pox 
had been made milder by Vaccination? for 
how could he know how severe the disease 
would have been without Vaccination? Any 
ground of comparison was entirely wanting. 
Small-pox is an eruptive fever of wide degrees 
of intensity — slight as to be a trivial ailment, 
severe as to be inevitably fataL " So true," 
wrote Dr. Wagstaffe in 1722, " is that common 
observation, that there is one sort in which a 



114 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



nurse cannot kill, and another which even a 
physician cannot cure." Yet every case of 
mild smaU-pox after cow-pox came into fashion 
was placed to the credit of Vaccination t 

** Some writers," the Report continues, "have 
greatly undervalued the security Vaccination 
affords, while others have considered it to be 
of a temporary nature only ; but if any reUance 
is to be placed on the statements laid before the 
College, its power of protecting the human body 
from small-pox, though not perfect indeed, is 
abundantly sufhcient to recommend it to the 
prudent and dispassionate. The opinion that 
Vaccination affords but a temporary security 
is supported by no analogy in Nature, nor by 
the facts which have hitherto occurred." 

The analogy of Nature was a treacherous 
support, whilst the Physicians could not foresee 
the time when their successors would plead the 
fact of the temporary security of Vaccination 
as a reason for systematic Re- Vaccination. 

It is not di£&cult to discern between the lines 
of the Report a spirit of doubt and hesitation. 
Those who framed it had gone too far to turn 
back ; there was Jenner on their hands ; and a 
pubUc ready to hoot if there was any open 
apostasy. The outlook at home was not 
encouraging, but there was the Continent, yea 
more, the wide world itself wherein to cover 
the reproach of failure — 

" They could not be insensible," they said, " to 
the confirmations they receive not only from 
the introduction of Vaccination into every part 
of Europe, but throughout the vast Continents 
of Asia and America" 

The vast Continents of Asia and America I A 
fine phrase — a very fine phrase, with more 
comfort in it than scoffers might imagine. 

In the Report we detect one good service, 
namely, the explosion of Jenner's fiction about 
Spurious Cow-Pox. When Vaccination was 
first brought forward, cases were adduced of 
emall-pox after cow-pox. Jenner at once 
asserted that the cow-pox in such instances 
must have been spurious, for small-pox after 
genuine cow-pox was impossible ; and Spurious 
Cow-Pox was thenceforward freely used to 
bafde inquirers and to account for failures. 
What was Spurious Cow-Pox no attempt was 
made by Jenner to define; indeed it was 
nothing else than an artful device of the idle 
impostor. It served his turn magnificently, 
but by and by it began to have awkward conse- 
quences. Genuine Cow-Pox was said to be 
harmless — ^it was the Spurious that was ineffec- 
tive or worked mischief; and the Inoculators 
employed the terror of Spurious Pox to excite 
prejudice against Vaccination. It therefore 



became necessary to clear Spurious Cow-Pox 
out of the way, and Jenner, before the College 
of Physicians, pressed upon the point, *' owned 
up," as Americans say, and authorised the 
following explanation — 

** Some deviations from the osual course have 
^occasionally occurred in Vaccination, which the 
Author of the practice has called Spurious Cow- 
Pox, by which the public have been misled^ as 
if there were a true and a false Cow-Pox; but 
it appears that nothing more was meant than to 
express irregularity or difference from that com- 
mon form and progress of the vaccine pustule 
from which its efldcacy is inferred." 

SHppery,' very slippery, was the immortal 
Jenner. 

With the report of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians were deHvered reports from the London 
College of Surgeons, and from the Edinburgh 
and Dublin Colleges of Physicians and of 
Surgeons. 

The report from the London College-of Sur- 
geons was considered most unsatisfactory, and 
could its tenor have been foreseen, the Jen- 
nerians might never have asked for it. 1100 
circulars were dispatched on 15th December, 
1806, to all the members of the College, whose 
addresses were known in the United Kingdom, 
submitting the following questions — 

**lst. How many persons have yon vac- 
cinated ? 

" 2nd. Have any of your patients had small- 
pox after vaccination ? 

*• 8rd. Have any bad effects occurred in your 
experience in consequence of vaccination? and 
if so, what were they ? 

'* 4th. Is the practice of vaccination increasing 
or decreasing in your neighbourhood? if de- 
creasing, to what cause do you impute it ? " 

To the 1100 circulars only 426 replies were 
received ? Why nearly two-thirds of the mem- 
bers kept silent, when at the outset they were 
converted in multitude to Vaccination, was 
left unexplained. The replies were thus sum- 
marised by the Board on 17th March, 1807 

"The number of persons stated in snoh 
letters to have been vaccinated, is 164,881. 

" The number of cases in which Small-Pox 
had followed Vaccination is 56. 

** The Board think it proper to remark under 
this head, that, in the enumeration of oases in 
which Small-Pox has succeeded Vaccination, 
they have included none but tiiose in which the 
subject was vaccinated by the surgeon reporting 
the facts. 

"The bad consequences which haye arisen 
from Vaccination are — 

66 cases of eruption of the skin, and 
24 of inflammation of the arm, whereof 
8 proved fataL 
"Vaccination, in the greater number of 
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Counties from which reports have been reoeived, 
appears to be increasing : in the Metropolis it is 
on the decrease. 

*'The principal reasons assigned for the de- 
crease are — 

" Imperfect Vaccination, 

'* Instances of Small-Pox after Vaccination, 

" Supposed bad consequences, 

'* Publications against the practice, 

" Popular prejudices.** 

The report of the Edinburgh College of Phy- 
sicians disowned acquaintance with Vaccination, 
the practice being entirely in the hands of sur- 
geons and other practitioners — 

" With a view, however, to publish their con- 
viction of the immense benefits which have 
been, and which will in future be derived to the 
world, from Inoculation for the Cow- Pox, they 
had spontaneously and unanimously elected Dr. 
Jenner an honorary FeUow of their College, a 
mark of distinction which they very rarely con- 
fer, and which they confine almost exclusively 
to Foreign Physicians of the first eminence.'* 

The report of the College of Surgeons, dated 
8rd March, 1807, left nothing for the Jennerians 
to desire. The Edinburgh surgeons were satis- 
fied from their own experience that Vaccination 
constituted a permanent security from small- 
pox, and they had observed no ill consequences 
from the practice. Vaccination commenced in 
Edinburgh in 1801, and was now so general in 
the city — 

" That fbr two or three years past, Small-Pox 
has been reckoned rather a rare occurrence, 
even among the lower order of the inhabitants, 
unless in some particular qua/rters about twelve 
months a>go. Among tiie higher ranks of the 
inhabitants the disease is unknown.** 

Bare, unless in some quarters about a year 
ago t We turn to the report of the Edinburgh 
Dispensary for 1805, and there we read — 

'*The loathsome disease has unfortunately 
been very prevalent in several quarters of the 
city.** 

And this coincidently with extensive vaccina- 
tion to which apparently there was no active 
opposition. We have also to remember in this 
connection the statement of Professor Alexander 
Monro in 1766, that " the inhabitants of Scot- 
land generally have small-pox in their infancy 
or childhood: very few adults being seen in 
this disease**; and that in Edinburgh, with 
conditions strongly favourable to small-pox, the 
mortality from the disease was on an average 
little more than a hundred a year. The Edin- 
burgh Physicians knew nothing practically of 
Vaccination, and we see how the Surgeons, who 
did know, shaped their evidence. 



The Dublin College of Physicians echoed the 
fashionable opinion " that Cow-Pox Inoculation 
was safe, and fully answered its purpose.** They 
were ** willing to allow that doubtful cases had 
occurred of Small- Pox after Vaccination, but on 
minute investigation, these supposed instances 
originated generally in misrepresentation, or 
the difficulty of discriminating between small- 
pox and other eruptions.** Bather awkwardly, 
seeing how the opposite opinion was in vogue, 
they professed their faith in variolous inocula- 
tion; thus — 

*' The Small-pox is rendered a much less for- 
midable disease in Ireland by the frequency of 
Inoculation for it, than in other parts of His 
Majesty *s dominions, where prejudices against 
Inoculation have prevailed. Hence parents, 
not unnaturally, object to the introduction of a 
new disease, in the shape of Vaccination, pre- 
ferring to trust to the practice with the mildness 
and safety of which they are well acquainted.** 

The Dublin College of Surgeons showed them- 
selves more fully abreast with the times. They 
had nothing to say for Inoculation, but testified 
their confidence in Vaccination, and how its 
practice was increasing in Ireland. From 1800 
to 1806 a total of 14,885 had been " inoculated 
with vaccine infection *' at the Dublin institu- 
tions, and many elsewhere — 

*' Cow-Pox has been found to be a mild 
disease, and rarely attended with danger, or 
any alarming S3rmptom, and the few causes of 
Small-Pox which have occwrred in Irela/nd 
after supposed Vaccination, have been satis- 
factorily proved to ha/ve a/risen from accidental 
circumstances,^^ 

Arisen from accidental circumstances I Thus 
was the divine illumination of experience veiled 
over and denied ! 

Fortified with this budget of questionable 
evidence, the Government proceeded to claim 
from the House of Commons a second endow- 
ment for Jenner. 



Jonathan Edwabds. — Mr. White in his Story 
of a Great Delusion omitted to mention that 
Jonathan Edwards, the prince of Calvinistic 
metaphysicians, was killed by inoculation. 
There was an epidemic of small-pox prevalent 
in New Jersey, and for security Edwards was 
persuaded to submit to inoculation. The result 
was the generation of small-pox in a severe 
form, of which he died, 22nd March, 1758, in 
his 54th year. Small-pox in the vast majority 
of oases is a disease of the young, and whether 
we beheve in variolous or vaccine inoculation, 
the prophylactic is mere superfluity with those 
who have attained middle age. — M.B. 
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AN APPEAL TO ME. GLADSTONE. 



Loudon, 1st October, 1880. 

BiR, — Knowing the presaare of yonr niuueroas 
knd gnre datioB, I yet Tentnre to draw yonr 
attention to a great wrong that joa may exer- 
cise joor power for its cessation. 

Some days ago Robert Tweedale of Rochdale 
was taken from his bed at night, close by the 
residence of yoor colleague, Ur. Bright, and 
conveyed to the Connty Prison, where he was 
treated as a convict. Why? Becanae as a 
wise and tender parent be refused to have his 
child vaccinated. The law under which this 
outrage was committed is, in the words of Mr. 
Bright, "monstrons, and ongbt to be repealed." 
Yet is it not repealed. 

Cases like that of Tweedale are of freqaent 
occturenee, and I and others, who are penrnaded 
that Vaccination is a nseless. and hmrtfiil 
cnperrtition, find it diffiealt ifi express in terms 
that do not savour of violence, the indignation 
aroused by snch deeds of bmtal intolerance. 

1 pnt it to your reason and conscience, why 
sbonld such outrages be permitted on my reason 
and conscience ? Are only theological convic- 
tions entitled to liberty and respect? Are those 
who entertain unpopular opinions — scientific, 
social, secular, to be abandoned without pity to 
the wild beasts of bigotry? The rite of vacci- 
nation is said to sacure its snbjects from small- 
pox. Let those who trust in the rite be satisfied 
with their own security. Being secure, why 
should they inflict it on the unwilling and 
increduloTiB ? If we have small-poi, they cannot 
take it. If they say they can, they surrender 
the pretest under wnich we rite is enforced. 

Your Government introduced a Bill last 
session to abolish multiple penalties for non- 
vaccination, but whether from lack of opportu- 
nity or inclination it was not pressed upon the 
House of Commons. The Bill however excited 
much alarm in the medical trades -nnions ; and 
it was said that in allowing dissenters from 
vaccination to escape with limited punishment, 

Jou were preparing to sell indulgences to law- 
reakers, whilst continuing to oppress the poor 
with fines and costs that were to them over- 
whelming; and there was truth in the criticism. 
Summarily I would observe that no relaxation 
of the Vaccination Acts will ever be assented to 
by the medical corporations. You have shared 
in the abolition of many abnses, but did you 
ever abolish one with the good-will of those 
whose advantage, real or imaginary, consisted 
in the abuse? Wherefore, I say, if yon have 
not the conrage to confront the medical profes- 
sion in this matter, I shall plead with you, for 
the present, in vain. But if you are resolved 
to make good the hope of rehef held out to 
UB, I pray yon simpbiy, justify, and dignify 
ytrur measure by the entire removal of money 
penalties. Let vaccination ofGoen be auUiorised 
to receive objeotionB to vaccination on affidavit 
before a Justice of the Peace. Let children 
thns exempted be oareftiUy registered as on- 
TMoiuatad, and await the verdict of experience. 



At present the nnvacdnated afford no data for 
a jnst comparison with the vaccinated. The 
nnvacciuated are those who are rejected as too 
feeble to nndei^o the vaccination fever, or who 
are the ofispring of the wretched and homeless, 
and thus escape detection by the vaccination 
officer. With whatever disease afflicted, the 
nnvacciuated would therefore compare un- 
favourably with the vaccinated. The children 
of disbelievers in vaccination would, on the other 
hand, afford a fair test of the advantages or 
disadvantages of nnpoUuted blood. The experi- 
ment would not only be valuable in a sdentifio 
sense, bat it would be a worthy exploit on the 
part of statesmen whose glory is their hatred of 
oppression and reverence for the ri^ts of man. 
— I am. Sir, yonrs foithiolly, 

WiLUAH Whitm. 
To the Rt. Hon. WnxuM E. Qi,ai>btonk, H.P. 
First Lord of the Treasury, Downing Street 



THE GOVERNMENT AND COMPULSION. 
It is not intended to re-introdnce the Vaccin- 
ation Amendment Act next session. Whatever 
the good-will of certain Members of the Qovem. 
ment, they recognise the improbabiU^ of eeom- 
ing a majority in the House of Commons for a 
relaxation of the extsting law. As one of th«in 
observed, "It would be easier to oatty a 
measure for conipolsory re-vaooination." 



aprofei 
medical is the least Uberal. The < 
getting more and more progressive each year. 
It is not uncommon to-day for clergymen of 
different denominations to exchange pulpits, ta 
associate together on the same platform (or 
religious purposes. Once it was not so. Thou^ 
all professed to serve the aame Master, and 
direct the minds of men to the same Heaven, 
anything but loving kindness and hannony 
prevailed in their ranks. But while thin good 
feeling is taking place among theol<^uie, 
medi(»I sects seem to be separatiug further 
apart. Distrust, bitterness, strife and m«4nnass 
are the ruling passions. — Tha Cali/otnia 
Medical JoumaX, August, 1880. 

IvpaovED Tbeathbht of 8iuij.-Pox. Eno 

before Jenner's discovery of vaccination, the 
improvement of medical science, consequent on 
increased knowledge of the structure and fhno- 
tions of the human body, had greatly mitigatsd 
the fataUty of small-pox. Formerly the patients 
were shut up, loaded with bed-clothes, in heated 
rooms, from which every particle of freeh air 
was excluded, and stimulanb were administered 
[IK if on purpose to hasten the fate of the siek. 
But sounder views of the wants of the mimal 
economy at last prevailed; and,bytheadimaB)an 
of fresh ail, the removal of everything heating 
or stimulating, and the administration of eool- 
iug drinks and other fit remedies, thoosauds wai« 
preserved whose lives would have been loct 
under the mistaken guidance of the older 
physicians. — Andrew Cohbx, M.D. Pi iwutrlrt 
of Phytiology, Chap. XVL -— t— 
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LORD CLIFTON TO MR. GLADSTONE. 



IN QUEST OF COW-POX. 



This is what we want yon, the cleverest man in 
England, to prove to the Queen and the coun- 
try, that it is logically impossible to prove the 
benefits of vaccination. Post hoc, ergo propter 
hoc : that is the sum total of the vaccinationist 
logic. Fewer deaths from small-pox occur in 
proportion to the population since the introduc- 
tion of vaccination, therefore vaccination has 
produced this result. Unvaccinated persons 
nave taken small-pox, therefore vaccination 
would have protected them. Unvaccinated 
small-pox patients die in a greater proportion 
than tne vaccinated, therefore vaccination has 
prevented the vaccinated from dying. 

It is difficult to argue with persons whose 
notions of logic are so rudimentary as this. 
They never dream of the necessity of excluding 
all other causes before ascribing an effect to a 
cause entirely and solely — according to their 
logic and statistics, the battle of Waterloo, the 
Revolution of 1880, and the repeid of the Com 
Laws must all have decreased small-pox, for a 
progressive diminution is said to have taken 
place since the beginning of the century. Per- 
sons might also be produced who have worn 
amulets round their necks, and have not taken 
smaU-pox, therefore the amulets have protected 
them. It is obvious that this sort of logic cuts 
two ways. If unvaccinated persons can be pro- 
duced who have taken small-pox, so also can 
unvaccinated persons who have not. There- 
fore, according to this school-boy logic, it must 
have been their non-vaccination which protected 
them. Thus, while vaccinated persons exist in 
abundance who have never had small-pox, so 
also can many vaccinated persons be found who 
h<kve taken small-pox. Where, then, is the basis 
for a logical induction ? There is no certainty 
anywhere, and it can neither be shown that an 
unvaccinated person succimibs to the disease 
solely from non-protection, nor that a vaccinated 
person is saved solely by his ** protection. " We 
are unable to discern the nexiM between cause 
and effect in such cases as these. A vaccinated 
infant may die (perhaps as a direct result of the 
** common septic poison ** contained in vaccine) 
before he has a chance to catch small-pox. On 
the other hand, you must watch your man all 
his life before you can be sure of his ** immunity " 
from small-pox. Where proof is so tardy it 
cannot be certain. — From a Letter to the Right 
Hon. W. E. Gladstone bt Ed w abb Blioh, 
Lord Clifton, 21st August, 1880. 



CoBFiELD Chabacterised. — The Pall Mall 
Qazette, in reviewing Corfield*s Lanjoa of Health 
observes, — **One criticism at parting. On 
ventilation and drainage. Dr. Corfield leaves 
nothing to be desired ; but when he discourses 
on constitution, idiosyncrasies, temperament, 
and the secret of old age, we are remmded that 
medicine is still in the empirical stage, and his 
treatment of these subjects is as unscientific as 
that of Gkden or Celsus." — ^The reviewer might 
have added Vaooination to the list. 



There is an amusing and instructive report 
in the Veterina/rian for September of a supposed 
outbreak of Cow-Pox at Halstead in Essex, and 
of the flutter of expectation it excited. The 
cowman and milker on the farm of Mr. Jacob 
Evans noticed a sore on a cow*s udder on Ist 
June, and got ointment wherewith to dress it. 
Other cows became similarly affected, and a 
veteiinarian was called in. He found the cows 
with reddish papulae on their udders, and from 
a well-formed vesicle he " charged some points 
with veiy nice liquid lymph,*' and forwarded 
them to Prof. Simonds of the Royal Veterinary 
College, Camden Town, 

Meanwhile Dr. Hinds of Halstead had heard 
of the ailing cows, and communicated the glad 
tidings to the Local Government Board. Dr. 
Stevens forthwith appeared on the scene, and was 
followed by Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Burden Sander- 
son, and Mr. Ceely. The experienced eye of Mr. 
Ceely at once detected it was no case of Cow-Pox, 
but a mere eczematous eruption. Dr. Sanderson 
and Dr. Buchanan discreetly said nothing. The 
cows were turned out to pasture, and in a week 
or two all traces of the disease passed away. 

Professor Simonds, however, made trial of 
the lymph. He had the abdomen of a well-bred 
male calf shaved, and inoculated in twelve 
punctures and four sets of scratches. The poor 
beast was examined day by day, but no effect 
was produced, and the fiolure was duly reported 
to Dr. Buchanan of the Local Government 
Board. 

The trial of the Halstead lymph did not, 
however, terminate witii the male calf in 
Camden Town. Mr. Ceely had charged some 
^'points*' with the fluid, and inoculated the arm 
of a child without any result, and rubbed three 
points on a cluster of scratches on the back of 
his own hand, but nothing came of it. He also 
gave some ''points" to Dr. Cory, the vaccinator 
at the Local Government Board's station in 
Blackfriars Boad, but Dr. Cory's experiments 
were equally futile. 



Folly for Fools. — If you are to rule men, 
you must rule them through their own ideas ; 
and I agree with the Archbishop of Naples, who 
had a St. Januarius procession against the 
plague. . . . It is no use having an order 
in Council against popular shallowness. — Dcmiel 
Deronda. 

A German's Opinion. — My experience of 
small-pox, during these six years of bedside 
attendance, has given me the right, or rather 
has imposed on me the duty of taking part in 
the bold and spirited onslaught on vaccination, 
which is now being carried on in Switzerland, 
Germany, England, and other countries. . . . 
I am convinced that vaccination is the greatest 
mistake and delusion in the science of medicine I 
a fanciful illusion in the mind of the discoverer; 
a phenomenal apparition, devoid of scientific 
foundation and wanting in all the conditions of 
scientific possibility. — ^Dr. Herman, Principal 
Physician at the Imperial Hospital^ Viennaf 
from ldS8 to 1864. 
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A MEDICAL CERTIFICATE MAKES ALL 
THE DIFFERENCE. 

Rooks abound, no doubt, at all times ; just as 
quackeries and superstitions abound at all 
times. Formerly it was witchcraft; now we 
have vaccination, living disease germs, etc. 
Formerly baked toads in silken bags were worn 
round the neck as charms against disease. In 
doctors* books of 200 years ago we read the fol- 
lowing prescription to ward off fevers : — *.* Take 
eight pints of rosemary flowers, three pints of 
shell snails, two handfuls of seed flax, and one 
puppy dog nine days old ; wash the snails, kill 
the dog, fling away the head, and dry the quar- 
ters in a linen cloth. Pound all together to a pow- 
der, and put the powder into well-corked bottles. 
It is now ready for use, and if a tea-spoonful 
be taken once a day fever will be kept off." 

At the present time the recipe for the same 
thing is as follows: — **Take matter from the 
heels of a horse that is suffering from * grease ' ; 
put the matter into the veins of a cow so that 
ulcers and running sores are produced; take 
lymph from, these ulcers; pass it through 
human subjects ; lance the skm of a child and 
introduce a particle of the lymph within the 
skin ; then, if a running ulcer ensues, the child 
will be safe from the form of fever called small- 
pox for the rest of its life.*' 

Now, I really think there is very little to 
choose between these two prescriptions in point 
of absurdity, though there is in harmfuhiess. 
Of course, I would not wear a baked toad round 
my neck nor give anyone spoonfuls of powdered 
puppy dogs. Still they would do no harm. 
But no consideration on earth would induce me 
to put half putrid lymph, that came originally 
from a diseased beast, into the veins of a child 
of mine. In the flrst place I should consider it 
dangerous to its health; and in the second 
place, if the child died, I should be tried for 
manslaughter — supposing, as I am supposing, 
that I performed the operation myself. It 
would not be so if I were a certificated doctor, 
licensed to kill any number of little children 
without a word being said ; but I am not a cer- 
tificated doctor.—H. Strickland Constable in 
Fashions of the Day, 



INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
HYGIENE, TURIN. 

It is some comfort to find that at this Congress 
*' England was almost tmrepresented." For if 
the report of the British Medical Journal, 9th 
October, be correct, it would have been very 
unpleasant for an Englishman to note such 
total absence of truth in the utterances of the 
** eminent sanitarians" who spoke. 

M. Finkleburg declared that where ** com- 
pulsory vaccination had been most satisfactorily 
received, it had effected the extinction of small- 
pox; and 

M. Elas Linroth that **for half a century, 
vaccination and re-vaccination have been com- 
pulsory in Sweden, and small-pox is almost 
unknown there." 

Now, P. A. Siljestrom has taken the pains to 
give us the official statistics of Sweden on small- 



pox, and it is certain that for the seventy-two 
years ending 1872, there was not a single year 
without deaths from small-pox; while in the 
eight years ending 1872, no fewer than 7956 
persons died in Sweden of small-pox. And 
compulsory vaccination was decreed in 1816. 

As for France, M. Lionville contented him- 
self by reading the French Bill on compulsion. 
Was it because the present prevalence of small- 
pox in Paris shamed such barefaced assertions 
from his hps ? 

Why do fact and theory, observations and 
assertions, so strangely contradict themselves in 
the case of vaccine ? 

It can only be because self-interest blinds the 
eye. Farmers opposed the repeal of the com 
laws. Prelates oppose the separation of the 
church and the state. Factory hands opposed 
the introduction of machinery, and brick- makers 
likewise. Americans protect their own indus- 
tries, and exclude our manufactures to the dis- 
advantage of every householder in the United 
States. And doctors, smitten with the same 
distemper, blind to the good of the people, 
faithless to Hygeia, and regardless of facts, are 
resisting the inevitable in vaccination. — A. W. 



OLD LONDON SMALL-POX. 

James Jubin, M.D., was one of the first men 
to gather out figures to show the mortiJity of 
small-pox. His figures were as correct as he 
could make them. Indeed, they have not been 
proved erroneous or even suspected of error. 
But with his tables of figures before him, he 
drew an inference from them wholly absurd. 

The tables have a permanent value beyond 
Jurin*8 object. He made them to prove the 
malignancy of small-pox in London. We may 
use them to show how much more malignai^ 
small-pox became under the foolish practices 
of medical impostors. 

London.— Table I. 





ToUl 










Number of 


Died of the SmaQ-Fox 


Yean. 


Burials. 


InaU. 


In 1000. 


In Proportion. 


1667 


15,842 


1,196 


76 


one in 33 


1668 


17,278 


1,987 


116 


— 9 


1669 


19,432 


951 


49 


— 20 


1670 


20,198 


1,465 


73 


— 14 


1671 


15,729 


696 


44 


— 23 


1672 


18,230 


1,116 


61 


— 16 


1673 


17,504 


853 


49 


— 21 


1674 


21,201 


2,607 


118 


— 8 


1676 


17,244 


997 


68 


— 17 


1676 


18,732 


359 


19 


— 62 


1677 


19,067 


1,678 


88 


— 11 


1678 


20,678 


1,798 


87 


— 12 


1679 


21,730 


1,967 


91 


— 11 


1680 


21,053 


689 


33 


— 31 


1681 


23,971 


2,982 


125 


— 8 


1682 


20,691 


1,408 


68 


— 16 


1683 


20,587 


2,096 


102 


— 10 


1684 


23,202 


166 


7 


- 140 


1685 


23,222 


2,496 


107 


— 9 


1686 


22,609 
1, 398,200 

« 

19,910 


1,062 
28,459 


47 
71J 


— 21 


20 Years 


one in 14 


EMhTeur 




•ta 
Medium, 


1,423 


71» 


one in 14 
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London. — ^Table II. 





Total 










Number of 


Died of the Small-Pox 


feftn. 


BorUlB. 


In all. 


InlOOO. 


In Proportion 


1701 


20,471 


1,095 


53 


one in 19 


1702 


19,481 


311 


16 


63 


1703 


20,720 


898 


43 


— 2:i 


1704 


22,684 


1,501 


66 


15 


1705 


22,097 


1,095 


50 


— 20 


1706 


19,847 


721 


36 


— 28 


1707 


21,600 


1,078 


50 


— 20 


1708 


21,291 


1,687 


79 


— 13 


1709 


21,800 


1,024 


47 


— 21 


1710 


24,620 


3,138 


127 


— 8 


1711 


19,833 


915 


46 


— 21 


1712 


21,198 


1,943 


92 


11 


1713 


21,067 


1,614 


77 


- 13 


1714 


26,669 


2,810 


106 


9 


1716 


22,232 


1,057 


48 


— 21 


1716 


24,436 


2,427 


99 


— 10 


1717 


23,446 


2,211 


94 


— 11 


1718 


26,523 


1,884 


71 


— 14 


1719 


28,347 


3,229 


114 


— 9 


1720 


25,454 


1,440 


57 


— 18 


1721 


26,142 


2,375 


91 


11 


1722 


25,750 


2,167 


84 


12 



22 Yean, 605,598 36,620 72 one in 14 



„»t» \ 22,982 1,665 72 one in 14 

Medium, ) 

42?ir8,}^3,798 65,079 72 one in 14 

The comment of Dr. Jnrin on these figures 
is as follows: — **By these Tables it appears that 
urnaards of seven per cent., or somewhat more 
than a fourteenth part of Mankind die of the 
Smalt-Pox; and, consequently, the hazard of 
dying of that distemper, to every individual bom 
into tlie World, is at least of one in fourteen." 
He took the mortaUty of London for the mor- 
tality of England and the world ! 

Widely different was the mortahty of London 
from that of England generally. According to 
Dr. Price in his book on Reversionary Payments, 
the expectation of a child at its birth in Holy 
Cross, Salop, was thirty-three years, whilst at 
the same time in London, according to Dr. 
Percival, half of all born, died under two years 
of age. In London work-houses before 1767 
only one child in twenty-four Hved to be one 
year of age I Out of 2800 annually admitted to 
the workhouses, 2690 died before a year was 
out I Yet at Boy ton, a country town-ship near 
Manchester, at the same period, only one child 
of seven bom was dead at three years of age. 
At Holy Cross half the population died at 
upwards of eighty years of age ; while, according 
to the same authority, only one in sixty London- 
ers attained to four-score. Therefore it was as 
absurd to convert the mortahty of London into 
the mortality of England, as to make dreams the 
guide of life ; and equally false and groundless 
was it to make the small-pox mortality of London 
that of every town and county of England and 
of the whole world — W. Gibson Ward. 



INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS, PARIS. 

In order to afford time for obtaining a more 
complete representation of nationalities, the 
Congress has been postponed until December. 
M. Lab^e, 59 Rue Pigalle, Paris, will be glad to 
receive intimation from delegates and others 
desiring to attend, to whom full information 
will be sent. The Congress before terminating 
the session will draw up a Memorial against 
Compulsory Vaccination addressed to all Govern* 
ments which enforce the prescription. In addi- 
tion to the adhesions sent in, we hope that 
Holland, Germany, Austria, Canada, and the 
United States may be adequately represented. 



« 



I THINK your case one of great hardship. 
These repeated penalties for non- vaccination are, 
in my view, most unjust. I wish the law were 
chftnged." — ^The Bight Hon. John Bright. 



** I MAINTAIN that all the elements justifying 
compulsion on the part of the State are wanting 
in this instance of Vaccination.*' — P. A. Taylor, 
M.P. 

A Terse Statement. — There is no patent 
process to stamp out disease. The health of a 
people cannot be exalted above their habits. 
The death-rate of a people is not increased 
materially by epidemics ; neither is it lessened 
by any medical skill. The death-rate is in- 
fluenced by wrong eating and wrong drinking, 
by dirty water and dirty skins. — W. Gibson 
Ward. 

Nothing like Leather. — Dr. Bristowe in 
addressing the Society of Medical Officers of 
Health on 15th October observed — ** The prac- 
tice of Vaccination has reduced the mortality 
from small-pox, and the benefit is maintained 
even though weak-kneed poHticians not only 
hesitate to make it strictly compulsory, but 
actually seem disposed, in deference to ignorant 
and irrational prejudice, to grant licenses, as 
Sir William Jenner puts it, to contract and 
propagate the disease. Much as vaccination 
has effected in the prevention of small-pox, we 
cannot but deplore how utterly inefficient is 
the existing system. As the law stands, there 
is only power to enforce a single effectual 
vaccination on infants and nothing more. And 
even this obligation may be evaded by any 
parent who chooses to pay a fine, or to undergo 
imprisonment! What we want is power to 
vaccinate all who are exposed to contagion 
whenever there is an outbreak of small-pox; 
and it is disheartening that with such means of 
protection in our hands, we are without the 
abiUty to enforce it." — We like Dr. Bristowe's 
plain speaking ; but where should we be if all 
who traffic in quack prescriptions got Govern- 
ment to enforce them ? It was once believed 
that purgatives were essential to health in 
spring and autumn, and also periodical vene- 
section ; and no doubt if these practices had 
passed into legislation with officers and fees 
annexed thereto, we should have had them 
fixed upon us just like vaccination, and men 
like Dr. Bristowe pleading piteously for extra 
salts and senna and more frequent blood-letting. 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



VACCINATION IN LAODICEA 
All vaednaton are not ardent Tftccisaton. 
Many proctitionera hold by the practice veiy 
lightly. They admit that it is of little oae; 
that uT originally effeetiTe, its virtae has worn 
out; but Uiej hope it does no harm, and it is 
not worth making a disturbance over a matter 
of each indifierence. Such Laodiceans do not, 
therefore, make themselves manifest, so that 
their existence is generally imsuBpected; but 
one of them has written a notice of Mr. Robin- 
son's pamphlet. Can Diieaie Protect Health in 
the Brituh Mail for October, after this fashion: 
"This is a very excellent little treatise, as 
must be confessed by those who read it, even if 
they do not agree with the author's opinions. 
There is no doubt that vaccination is a valuable 
aid to other means of stamping ont small-pox ; 
but too much reliance is placed upon it, and the 
time has come when it should take a secondary 
place. Vaccination should only be looked upon 
as the lesser of two evils, and an eflbrt shonld 
be mode to get rid of both. The truth does not 
belong to either its advocates or opponents, but 
is to be found midway between them. Vacci- 
nation is undoubtedly a disease, and is not, per 
Me, desirable. It is only in the presence of a 
worse disease that it is entitled to toleration. 
The law, as it stands, is not so much in the 
wrong as it is defective. Other means of 
stamping out smaU-pox are neglected from an 
overweening reliance on a mere palliatiTe. 
There shoiSd be more discussion and less 
vituperation in dealing with the question." 



The Pbactice oy Statebueh. — Statesmen, 
not in China only but in other comttries, have 
ever been prone to protect and cherish, the 
popular superstitions as a nsetiil engine of 
government, and submit to mummery in public 
which they inwardly despise. — Sie BnTaEETOKD 
AlXJOCK.— Tfte Capital of the Tycoon. 

HuKBua BNDKE Authority.— 1B81. The 
cholera is at Biga, and 700 sail of English 
vessels are there. We (the Privy Council) sent 
for Sir E. Halford, and placed all tlie information 
we had in his hands, desiring him to associate 
^th himself some other practitioners and report 
their opinion whether the disease was contagious 
and whether it could be conveyed by goods. 
They reported next day ya to the first question, 
no to the second. A Board of Health has been 
formed, composed of certain members of the 
College of Physicians. All the evidence proves 
that goods are not capable of bringing m the 
disorder, but we have appointed a Board of 
HeaJth which is contagionist, ajid we can't get 
them to Bubaoribe to that opinion. The fact is, 
they take the safe aide. We dare not act with- 
out its sanction, and so we are obhged to air 
goods. The Tories would make it a matter of 
accusation against the Government only they 
don't exactly know bow. Chab. F. Greville, 
Clerk to lh« CoanHl, Memoirs of Qeorge IV. 
(mdWUHamlT. 



" I HAVB received most tonching lettetB from 
aU quarters, complaining of the grievoos aorrow 
and suffering inmctod on fEunilies throng th^ 
Vaccination Acta." — Sn Thoius Ceukbus, 
Q.C., M.P., Beeorder of London. 

pRITILSaE NEVER SuaBXKDERB, HOK BTXB 

WILL. — We should like to inquire whether it is 
ever rational to expect great and wide-sweeping 
reforms from a sense of duty in the privileged 
classes, or indeed in any elasBea? Human 
nature being wbat it is, are we justified by our 
experience of it in expecting that any olsM, 
composed of individuals of most unequal mental 
and moral worth, wiU or can come up to suoli ■ 
high standard of virtue, as to willingly renounM 
and forego privileges which they enjoy under an 
existing regime ? Clearly this is to expect that 
the average of men will transcend the average 
of human nature. Lofty ciuuscters of ail ranks 
may be equal to any extremities of self-saorifiee ; 
but classes never. — John Moblzt in Pail Mail 
Qazette, \Oth June. 

Tbk Vaccinatiok Acts Detestablb.— In 
proportion as just law ia valuable, so is unjust 
law pernicious and detestable. The more taw- 
abidmg a community is, so much the more 
deadly does unjust law become. Some indeed 
will tell us that law, however unjust, is SMzed 
by the mere fact of its being enacted ; but when 
a clear and strong case of injustice is presented, ' 
such as that of slavery, few will persevere in so 
arbitrary and paradoxical an aesertioa. In 
every case where the injustice of a law is clear, 
even though the thing be trifling, it becomes a 
merb question of personal prudence whether to 
risk encountering the penalties by diaobedienoe. 
Where the injustice is intense, it may be the 
part of noble heroism to violate the law and 
accept all the risks ; as in aiding fugitive slaves 
to escape, or otherwiae imparting to them hunuo 
rights and human kindness against the oommand 
of inhuman legislation. — Pkofessob F. W. 
Newman. 

Where abb we? — "It is useless to deny," 
says Dr. T. Wilson, in the Xanc«t, " that VBCoina- 
tion by human lymph involves danger of 
scrofulous, syphihtic, and erysipelatous inocola- 
tion," Thus, at last, the profession is driven by 
the pubho to acknowledge these evils, and tells 
us, by way of remedy, to get the lymph dii«et 
from the cow or calf. But " lymph taken direct 
from the cow," says Dr. G. Gregory, "is ofbui 
very acrid, and produces glandular ewellings 
and local inflammation." " Some onusy enthusi- 
asts," says Dr. Shorthotuse, "recommend that 
lymph be taken direct from the cow or "Jf 
They surely cannot have seen Uiose frigbtAiI 

Sictures of disease so produced, published by 
fr. Ceely." And yet Sir Thomas Watson and 
the doctors say it is perfectly barmleaa. Bnl 
for seventy years they said inoculation WM 
" perfectly harmless," and then for seventy mora 
that Jenner's arm-to-ann system of vaooinalum 
was " perfectly harmless." — Eenbt StsioxuxD 
Constable in Fathwru of the Day. 



AD VERTISEMENTS. 



ANTI-VAOOINATION LITERATUKB. 



Wnu J. Collins, M.D. 

Have you been Vaccinated ? and what Pro- 
tection 1b Vaccination against the Small- Pox ? 

H. Strickland Constable. 

Our Medicine Men : a Few Hints. Demy 
8vo, 690 pp., lOs. 6d. 

Fashions of the Day in Medicine and Science: 
a Few More Hints. Demy 8vo, 300 pp., 6s. 

Henry Pitman. 

Prison Thoughts on Vaccination. Pai-t I., 
2d.; Partn., 2d. 

Enoch Bobinson, M.B.C.S. 

Can Disease protect Health ? being a Reply 
to Mr. Ernest Hart's pamphlet entitled 'Vhe 
Truth about Vaccination. 6d. 

William Tebb. 

^ Our Legislators on the Vaccination Ques- 
tion. A Record of Parliamentary and Extra- 
Parliamentary Utterances and Opinions during 
Eighty Years. With Preface, is., or 3 copies 
2s. 6d., or 30 copies 208. 

Anti-Vacc?ination in the United States. 
With page of Medical and other Testimonies. 
Is. per dozen. 



William Tebb (Continued). 

Government Prosecutions for Medical 
Heresy. 2d. 

Alexander Wheeler. 

Vaccination : Opposed to Science and a Dis- 
grace to English Law. Id., or 8s. per 100. 

Vaccination in the Light of History. Id. 

Vaccination : Is it worthy of National Sup- 
port ? A verbatim report ox a public discussion 
in South Place, Finsbury, on 28th May, 1878, 
George Wyld, M.D., asserting the Affirmative 
and Alexander Wheeler maintaining the Nega- 
tive ; under the presidency of Sir Thomas 
Chambers, M.P., Recorder of the City of 
London : with the Becorder's summing up on 
the occasion. 2d. 

Hiflcellaneons. 

The Fable about the Hospital Nurses saved 
from Small-Pox by Re- Vaccination. Id. 

Vaccination Mortality and How Vaccination 
has stamped out Small- Pox. Third Edition. 
Is. 6d. per 100, 8s. 6d. per 1000. 

What has been said concerning Vaccination. 
Is. 6d. per 100, 8s. 6d. per 1000. 

Eminent Testimonies concerning Vaccina- 
tion, suitable for enclosing in letters. Is. per 
100. 



VACCINATION TRACTS. 



1. Letters and Oplniona of Medical Men. 

2. Facts and Figiireg, showing that Vaccination has failed to 

stamp oat, arrest, or mitigate Small-pox. 

8 A 4. Opinions of Satesmen, Politicians, Publicists, Statis- 
ticians, and Sanitarians. 

&. Osaes of Disease, Suffering, and Death, reported by the 
Injured Families. 

6. The Vaccination Laws a Scandal to Public Honesty and 

Religion. 

7. Vaccination a sign of the Decay of the Political and Medical 

Conscience of the Ck>untry. 

S. The Propagation of Syphilis to Infants and Adults by 
Vaccination and Re-Vaccination. 

9. Vaccination evil in its Principles, false in its Reasons, and 
Deadly in its Results. 
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10. Vaccination subverts Dentition, and is the cause of the 
prevalent Deformity and Decay of the Teeth. 

Compulsory Vaccination a Desecration of Law, a Breaker 
of Homes, and Persecutor of the Poor. 

Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Part I. 
— The Imposture of the current Small-pox Lymph 
called Vaccine, and the new Imposture of Calf- Lymph. 
Also, the Chaos of Statute Law dealing with Vaccine 
Substance. 

13. Historical and Critical Summary in Throe Parts. Part 2. 

—The Cry of the People against Vaccination is seconded 
by -the Registrar-Oeuera) s Returns, and Justified by 
the Evidence of Pathology. 

14. Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Part 8. 

—Fro Aris et Foeis. The Religious Nature and Poli- 
tical Necessity of the Vaccination War. 



In 1 YoL Oloth, with Preface and Supplement, pp. XXK, 2s. 6d., post free. 



SPEECH OF p. A. TAYLOR, ESQ., MP. 

Delivered in the House of Commons, 11th June, 1880, on Dr. Cameron's Resolution 
respecting Animal Vaccine. 

4d, per Dozen, post free. * 

London Society for the Abolition op Compulsory Vaccination 
and E. W. Allen, 1 1 Ave Maria Lane, London, E.C. 



WANTED copies of the Vacc?ination Inquirer 
for Januai^y and June, 1880. Full price and postage 
paid.^ Addreas, Wm. White, Kemplay Road, Uampetead, N. W. 

MR. WALTER HASKER, Honorary Secretary 
to Thb Lohdoh SbcntTT roa ths ABOLmoM of Compdlbort 
YAOCOiATioir, ia willing to deliver his Lecture entitled, ** The 
Truth about yaooinatlon,** in any part of the Kingaom on 
Mjment of neoeaaary travelling expenies. Adcureae, 20 
^gli Holhom, London, W.G. 



THE LONDON SOCIETY FOR THE ABOLI- 
1 TION OF compulsory VACCINATION. The offloe 
work of the Secretary of this useful Society is rapidly 
incrMsing. and already Mr. Walter Hasker has more tluui he 
can attend to. WUl any earnest Anti- Vaccinator who has the 
love of the cause at heart, and who can write a good hand, 
volunteer a few hours dally at the office, Gray's Inn Chaad>ers^ 
20 High Holbom, W.C, as Henoruy Assistant Secretary. 



A D VERTISEMENT8. 



THE 



$0ttJr0ii ^mtiisi for i\t %lsaWim ai C0mpls0rg ^utmXim, 

GRAY'S INN CHAMBERS, 20 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. 



OBJECTS OP THE SOCIETY. 

I.— The Abolitdon of Compulsory Vcbcciiiatioxi. 

IL— The Diffasion of Knowledge conceniiiig Vaccination. 

HL— The maintenance in Xjondon of an Office for the publication of Xiiteratore 
relating to Vaccination, and as a Centre of Information. 

The minimam Annual Subscription constituting Membership is 28. 6(L Every opponent 
of Compulsory Vaccination in the United Kingdom is earnestly invited to join and co- 
operate with the Society. 



Chairman of Committee. 
WILLIAM TEBB, Esq., 7 Albert Road, Regent's Park, N,W. 



Treasurer. 

CORNELIUS PEARSON, Esq., 15 Harpur Street, 
Red Lion Square, W.C. 



Hon. Secretary. 

WALTER HASKER, Esq., Gray's Inn Chambers, 
20 ffigh Holbom, W.C. 



Small-Pox is a member of the group of diseases 
described as zymotic, which originate in imwhole- 
some conditions of life, and in common are 
diminished and prevented by the reduction and 
removal of those conditions. 

In times when the laws of health were imper- 
fectly understood, the fanciful discovery was made 
that by poisoning the blood with the virus of small- 
pox or cow-pox, a future attack of small-pox might 
be escaped. While many kindred superstitions in 
medical practice have been discredited and for- 
gotten, Vaccination, because it was endowed by 
the State, has survived, and has entered into legis- 
lation, and is enforced with fine and imprisonment. 
It is in vain for Nonconformists to plead that they 
do not believe that Vaccination has any power to 
prevent or to mitigate small-pox : they are told 
they may believe what they like, but that vac- 
cinated they must be, for the benefit of the rite is 
settled beyond dispute, and that only fools and 
fanatics venture to question what has been 
irrevocably determined. 

It is to attack and overthrow this monstrous 
tyranny that the London Society has been estab- 
lished. The members desire to enlighten the public 
mind as to the history of Vaccination, as to its 
injury in conununicating and intensifying other 
diseases, and as to its failure to avert the malady 
against which it is invoked. 

Some, too, whilst disinclined to discuss Vac- 
cination as a medical question, or to surrender 
confidence in its prophylaxy, are opposed to its 
compulsory infliction. They maintain that every 
remedy should be left to justify itself by its own 
efficacy, and that of all prescriptions the last which 
requires extraneous assistance is Vaccination; for 
its repute is based on the fact that its subjects are 
secure from small-pox, and in that security may 



abide indifierent to those who choose to neglect its 
salvation. Even nurses in small-pox hospitals, it is 
said, when efficiently vaccinated and re-vaocinatedy 
live unafifected in the variolous atmosphere. There- 
fore, they hold that to compare an onvaocinated 
person to a nuisance, as is frequently done, is to 
make use of an epithet that implicitly denies the 
virtue asserted for Vaccination: a nuisance being 
a voluntary danger or annoyance which another 
cannot conveniently avoid. They also hold that 
to establish any medical prescription, and to create 
interests identified with that prescription, is to 
erect a bar to improvement ; for it is obvious that 
any novelty in the treatment of small-pox must, in 
the constitution of human nature, meet with resis- 
tance from those whose emoluments are vested 
in the established practice. 

The London Society, therefore, claims to enlist 
the energies of those who resist Vaccination as 
useless and mischievous, and of those who, true to 
their faith in liberty, would leave its acceptance to 
the discretion of the individnaL In the oontrovonsy 
into which they enter, they propose to employ all 
the familiar agencies wherewith in England re- 
volutions are effected in the public mind and in 
Parliament; and they appeal with confidence for 
the sympathy and support of their countrymen. 
The Vaccination Acts under which they suffer 
have not been enacted with the full cogniamce of 
the nation, but have been forced through indifferent 
Parliaments by the persistency of medical faction. 
The members of the Societt are confident that as 
soon as the truth about Vaccination is fully known 
and appreciated, the freedom they contend for will 
be conceded without fear, and tiiat posterity will 
view with amazement the oatrage upon human 
right and reason that is at present '^^^Tfimittti! 
under the shadow of English liberty. 



pKnrrKD bt Hat Nisbkt k Co., 38 Stookwell Sibir, GLAflOOW. 



Be who knows only hii own ild« of the oMe, knowi UtUe of that— J. Stuakt ibLb. 
Prejudice, which wee what it pleeaee, cannot eee what is plain.— Aubbit !>■ Ymmm. 
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CHICKEN-CHOLERA. 

The researches of M. Pasteur into the pathology 
of ohioken-cholera, which have been causing 
such a stir in the scientific world in general and 
the vaccination camp in particular, have at 
length been published. 

Professor Huxley had expressed a conyiction 
that they would be the means of placing vaccin- 
ation on (what it has always sadly needed) a 
scientific basis. The Olohe newspaper professed 
to see in them a '* scare for anti-vaccinators.*' 
Now that the facts are made known the vanity 
of both these prophecies is apparent. Here are 
M. Pasteur's chief points — Chicken-cholera is 
a virulent disease, rarely recurrent, due to a 
microscopic parasite, capable of cultivation out- 
side the body; by a process to be afterwards 
explained an attenuated or benign virus may be 
obtained which on retro-inoculation produces 
the original disease in a modified form, thereby 
securing the animal from future attack. The 
only reference to vaccination in the paper is a 
suggested analogy between it and the attenuated 
cholera virus, but M. Pasteur is too scientific a 
man to insist on such relation. ** The difference 
is great," he says, " in some respects between 
the two classes of facets, and it may be well to 
remark that as regards our knowledge and our 
4eductions the advantage is with the study of 
fowls' cholera; the relations between variola 
and vaccine are still a matter of controversy." 
The experiences of the Lyons commission, con- 
ducted by M. Chauveau, were no doubt in the 
mind of M. Pasteur when he wrote the above ; 
this commission and the admirable report* pub- 
lished by its members have not received the 
attention they merit, at least in this country. 
It is by far the most scientific work that has 
been published in this department of experi- 
mental pathology. ** Never, in fact, has a 

* Vaodne et Variole, nouTelle ^tode exp^rimentale lur la 
^pMrtlon de I'identitd de oee denz affeotions. Paris : 1866. 



medical experimental conmiission had more 
ample materials at its disposal,"* and, affcer 
careful and patient investigation, the commission 
reported that *' notwithstanding the apparent 
resemblances which, both in animals and man, 
exist between small-pox and vaccinia, these two 
diseases are none the less perfectly independent 
and cannot be transformed the one into the 
other.**! ^ I^f* Cameron has tersely put it, 
" You can no more make small-pox into cow- 
pock than by stunting an oak tree you can make 
it a gooseberry bush.** 

But to return to M. P'asteur*s paper and to 
the most important question raised in it — By 
what means is the cholera virtu attenuated a/nd 
destroyed f The answer is clear, logical, and 
conclusive, and if we may rely with certainty on 
the experiments, must be productive of the most 
important results in sanitary science. Here is 
the experimentum cruets — Tubes containing the 
fresh virus were hermetically sealed, just suffi- 
cient air being allowed to remain to permit 
the development of the virus, as shown by its 
increasing cloudiness. These tubes were kept 
for periods of from two to ten months and then 
opened, when the virus in every case was found 
to be as virulent as ever. On the other hand, 
tubes of fresh virus kept exposed for variouB 
lengths of time to the influence of pure air 
gradually and progressively, with almost ma- 
thematical precision, lost their virulence and 
became innocuous. The microscopic parasite 
was dead t 

So, says M. Pasteur, *' it is the oxygen of the 
air which weakens or extinguishes the viru- 
lence'' ; the presence of the cause (the oxygen) 
is followed by the presence of the effect (the 
death of the parasite and extinction of the viru- 
lence of the poison), the absence of the cause 
by the absence of the effect, and the greater 
the amount of the cause the greater is the . 
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effect. What more logical ! " This is probably 
more than an isolated fact, we may here be in 
the possession of a principle. It may be hoped 
the inherent action of atmospheric oxygen, a 
natural force which is everjrwhere present, will 
be found efficacious in other virus. May we not 
presume henceforth that it is to this influence 
we may attribute the limitation of great 
epidemics?" Thus, writes M. Pasteur, and 
without accepting unreservedly this plausible 
hypothesis, it is curious to see how readily it 
offers an explanation of many scattered facts 
with which we are acquainted, e,g., the efficacy 
of isolation and the limitability of infection, 
the utility of oxidising disinfectants, the salu- 
brity of the country and the morbility of the 
town, the success of the cool or open air treat- 
ment of diseases, the decline of zymotic dis- 
ease before the progress of sanitation; the 
theory harmonises these facts and supplies a 
reason for what was before only empirical, 
though none the less true. 

M. Pasteur's conclusions receive additional 
support from some experiments made by Prof. 
Theirsch, and repeated by Dr. Burdon Sander- 
son, upon mice with the poison of human 
cholera ; it was found that the poison intensified 
up to the third day, and then declined under 
exposure to air or cold. 

What, then, is the inference to be drawn 
from these fiEUsts ? Do they warrant the inocula- 
tion of every healthy person with however 
much '* attenuated" virus? Do they give a 
''scientiffo basis" to the practice of cow-pox- 
ing ? Do they not rather establish a stronger 
plea for what anti-vaccinators have always 
contended for — ^improved sanitation, for the 
means of fighting diseases outside our bodies 
and not within them, for making our hygiene 
80 good that so-called prophylaxis by way of 
giving disease shall be superfluous? Anti- 
vaccinators need never fear the conclusions of 
true science. 

W. J. Collins, B.Sc, M.R.C.S. 



The British Friend^ the representative of 
orthodox Quakerism, in a notice of Mr. P. A. 
Taylor's speech observes, "Those who have 
their doubts as to whether vaccination should be 
made compulsory, will do well to read this 
speech. We unite in the opinion of the author 
that there being such an amount of evidence as 
to the inutility of vaccination and its frequent 
disastrous results, it is inexpedient and unjust 
to enforce its observance, under penalties, on 
those who conscientiously regard it as unadvisable 
or dangerous." 



CONFLICTING TESTIMONIES. 

It is difficult to avoid the conviction that much 
of the evidence delivered in favour of vaccination 
for popular use, is delivered in contempt of 
popular intelligence. About a year ago the 
secretary of the Metropolitan Hospitals published 
a letter wherein it was stated that the mortality 
among their vaccinated patients was 8'8 per cent., 
whilst that of the un vaccinated was no less than 
44*4 per cent. ; and editors all over the land, ac- 
cepting the statement as veracious, proceeded to 
deliver the usual homilies on the folly and wicked- 
ness of those who were blind to the light of science, 
and the glory of the inmiortal Jenner. It has 
therefore to be said that if such statistics are 
contrived in contempt of the popular mind, the 
contempt is justified. It was in vain that we 
demanded. Who were the unvaccinated ? or, 
How it came to pass that smaU-pox was thrice 
as fatal to the unvaccinated as it was before the 
introduction of vaccination? Such questiooB 
were resented as impertinences: the doctors 
had testified, and editors believed and prophesied, 
and would be prejudiced by nothing to the 
contrary. The secret, the open secret, of the 
high mortality among the unvaccinated is 
the wretched conditions and oonstitations of 
those who escape vaccination ; so that, we have 
little doubt, the unvaccinated die at a higher 
rate of pneumonia than the vaccinated: and 
therefore it might be taken as proved that vac- 
cination is as good against inflammation of 
the lungs as against small-pox. 

Again, what is better known than that the 
zymotic diseases are generated among the ill- 
fed and unclean, and that epidemics play worst 
havoc among starved, dirty, and crowded popu- 
lations? Tet vaccinators boldly assert the 
contrary of small-pox. One of the sections of 
Mr. Ernest Hart's Truth about Vaccinatum is 
devoted to the proof that ** the best authorities 
on the subject agree that the influence which 
sanitary conditions exercise on small-pox is 
comparatively small." Living the most whole- 
some life, you may catch small-pox ; living the 
most unwholesome life, if only efficiently vao- 
cinated and re-vaccinated, you cannot catch 
small-pox t Such is the extraordinary doctrine 
of the vaccinators, as delivered to the vulgar ! 

It is needless to say that the initiated believe 
not a word of this bosh, and that inadvertently 
they occasionally exhibit their inner mind on 
the matter. The British MedictU Joumai is 
edited by Mr. Ernest Hart, and the numbflir 
I for 28rd October contains aa artiele on Uie 
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statistios of Beixnondsey in which we read as 
fbUows: — 

*' The mortality in the vaooinated was 88 per 
1,000, and in the unvacoinated, 444 per 1,000. 
The high death-rate in the unvaccinated must 
not be compared ivith the lower rate in the 
vaccinated, nor toith the general mxyrtality from 
smaU-pox before the discovery of vaccination, 
without a fair consideration of all the facts 
which may help to arrive at a just conclusion. 
There is a great difference in the iatensity and 
virulence of different epidemics, both in small- 
pox and in other zymotic diseases. It is pro- 
bable that a Ubrger proportion of unvaccinated 
persons is to be found among the ignorant, 
dirty, and wretched inhabitants of the slum^ 
of London, and very few among the educated 
and better fed members of society. The disease 
is much intensified by overcrowding. Vaccina- 
tion absolutely prevents an immense number 
of oases of small-pox in persons who, if not 
vaccinated, would take the disease in a mild 
form, or at periods of life when the mortality 
from small-pox is lowest. If we suppose these 
cases to be added to the unvaccinated, the 
number of cases of this disease might be four 
times as many, and the number of deaths 
twice as many, and yet the percentage rate of 
mortality would be reduced one-haJbEl This 
explains why the mortality in the unvacoinated 
is higher than it was last centttry" 

Here then it is expressly admitted that the un- 
vaccinated are a class, and, in a physical sense, a 
very bad class, and that their habit of over- 
crowding predisposes them to small-pox in its 
intensest forms. In short we have a distinct 
retractation, under Mr. Hart's hand, of a major 
premiss in his Truth about Vaccination; but 
as we say, the confession is inadvertent and is 
not likely to be repeated, or allowed to modify 
that *' Truth " which the vulgar are expected to 
receive and pay for. 



Anti- Vaccination Lftbratube. — ^Any of our 
readers possessing the scarcer and less known 
publications on tiiis subject, are requested to 
send them to Mr. Tebb, 7 Albert Boad, Begent*s 
Park, London, N.W., for insertion in the 
catalogue now in press. Will be returned if 
desired. 

OuB Legislators on the Vaccination Ques- 
tion. — Dr. Hubert Boons, of Charleroi, Belgium, 
writes that he is indebted to Dr. Brown, of 
Brussels, for a copy of this instructive compila- 
tion of legislative utterances. An analysis of 
the book, showing what it unfolds, is promised 
in a series of articles in Le Reveil Medical, the 
French medical (anti-vaccinist) journal. It 
may not be known to all our readers that a 
people's edition of ** Our Legislators " has been 
issued by the publisher of the Vaccination In- 
qmrer at 6d« it should be extensively circulated 
by erery opponent of Gompulsory Vaccination. 



THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

VACCINATION ESTABLISHED AND ENDOWED. 

Whilst the Boyal College of Physicians were 
preparing their report, there was perturbation in 
the political world. Dull and bigoted George III. 
refiising on the pretext of his oath to con- 
cede to Roman Catholics the rights of citizens, 
a change of administration ensued, and Mr. 
Perceval, a man after the Eing*s own heart, 
replaced Lord Henry Petty as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and proceeded to give effect to the 
plan for rewarding Jenner ; a purpose for which 
the report '* on the state of vaccine inoculation 
in the United Kingdom " was merely a blind. 

On the 29th July, 1807, the House of Com- 
mons being in a Committee of Supply, Mr. . 
Pebceval moved that Dr. Jenner be awarded a 
second sum of j610,000 for his matchless dis- 
covery. SmaU-pox was one of the greatest 
afflictions of mankind, from which hardly any 
one escaped. For this dreadful malady, Jenner 
had invented a preventive, unknown before, or 
if known, which had never been published. He 
did not therefore think the Committee would 
consider his proposal extravagant ; indeed it was 
rather an act of justice than of liberality. Those 
who had read the report of the Physicians 
would recognise the immense advantages of the 
new practice. As for its inconveniences, they 
were as nothing to those which attended vari- 
olous inoculation, and the few mistakes recorded 
were due to ignorance and carelessness. It 
might be objected by those who adhered to Mr. 
Malthus, that nothing was gained by saving 
lives from pestilence, for deaths were not losses 
where means of subsistence were inadequate; 
but for his part he would disregard the argument 
even if it were true. It was much better to 
follow the dictates of their hearts, and preserve 
life whenever it was within their power. He 
had often heard that the true riches of a state 
were its inhabitants. But he would not attempt 
to measure Jenner's award by the number of lives 
that his invention would preserve to the world. 
If he did so, what sum would they have to 
offer! All he need say was, that the ^10,000 
proposed represented no more than a moderate 
acknowledgment of labour and genius devoted 
to the service of humanity. 

Mr. Shaw Lefevre opposed the motion. He 
had thought the former application for ^20,000 
excessive, and had concurred with those who 
reduced it to £10fiOO, He had moreover acqui- 
esced in the smaller sum by reason of his faith 
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in the report of the Committee of the House on 
the new inocnlation, but he now discovered 
that many of the statements in that report were 
erroneous. It attested that Vaccination was an 
infallible preventive of small-pox, whilst the 
report of the Surgeons now admit 56 failures ! 
The first report stated that no disease followed 
Vaccination, whilst now it is confessed that 
scrofula and other alarming symptoms are its 
occasional sequences I The report thus prejudicial 
to Vaccination nevertheless argues in its favour, 
and he would like to call witnesses to the bar of 
the House who would make manifest still further 
its inconsistencies and inaccuracies. At this 
late period of the session, it was not right to 
vote away such an amount of public money. 
[Such **late periods*' are, however, always 
selected for jobs.] Besides, it was generally 
known that Benjamin Jesty of Worth in Dorset- 
shire discovered the use of cow-pox long before 
Jenner, and if the House was resolved to be 
liberal, the reward should be shared with Jesty, 
or with Jesty*s family. He should oppose the 
vote, but he did not say that he would always 
do so. His purpose was to gain time for more 
careful inquiry. 

Lord Henby Petty (afterwards Marquis of 
Lansdowne), who had first moved in the 
matter, came to his successor's support. He 
had no doubt as to the efficacy of Vaccination, 
nor to Jenner being its discoverer. His difficulty 
was to find a rule for the justice of the case ; for 
whoever considered the value of the discovery 
must perceive that it would be impossible for 
them to deal generously with the discoverer. 
His service to mankind was entirely beyond any 
financial estimate. It was objected that 
Vaccination was not infallible. He replied that 
absolute, never-failing perfection ought not to 
be expected from any human device: they 
should rest well satisfied in the approximation 
to infallibility that belonged to Vaccination. 
Its daily benefits were numberless. Multitudes 
of seamen, soldiers, and citizens of every descrip- 
tion had been saved by it, and in contemplating 
its future effects on the human race, the mind 
was lost in amazement and gratitude. How 
then should they presume to talk of liberality 
towards Jenner, the benefactor ! They should 
recollect how he stands in the estimation of the 
world, how they were acting in view of all 
nations, and how their own characters were at 
stake in their demeanour towards him. As to 
Malthns there was a misapprehension. He had 
taught nothing that forbade the extinction of an 
infeotioiiB disease which so greatly reduced 



human happiness. In their concern for Vaccina- 
tion, the House should not forget the mischief 
that was still wrought by inoculation with 
small-pox. Zealous as he was for the new 
practice, he had no wish to meddle^with what 
others might imagine (however absurdly) 
tended to their own preservation and that of 
their fEunilies, but no one had a right to endanger 
the lives of others. It was proved beyond dis- 
pute that those who were inoculated with small- 
pox diffiised the fatal contagion by going abroad, 
or being carried abroad. He thought, there- 
fore, it was not only the right, but the duty of the 
State to oblige those who were infected with 
small-pox to keep within doors until complete 
recovery. He would not move an amendment 
to the resolution, but would have no hesitation 
in acceding to a larger sum. 

General Tableton could not withhold his 
tribute of praise from the author of this blessing 
to mankind. To his knowledge, it had saved 
the lives of many in his Majesty's service. 
Soldiers could march and perform every military 
duty when under the process of vaccination. 
It had been said that gentlemen in the army 
had no respect for anything save success in war, 
but he thought that many officers knew how to 
admire Jenner, the preserver of millions, and 
to allow that in future ages his glory would 
exceed the renown of the greatest warriors. 

Mr. Stuboes Boubne denounced the practice 
of inoculating out-patients at the Small-Pox 
Hospital whereby the disease was systematically 
perpetuated and diffiised throughout the com- 
munity. He thought the legislature would be 
as much justified in taking measures to prevent 
this evil by restraint, as a man would be in 
snatching a firebrand out of the hands of a 
maniac just as he was going to set fire to a city. 

Mr. Hawkins Bbowne confessed with shame 
that he had voted for Jei0,000 instead of ^620,000 
in 1802; but at that time he little knew the 
extent of Jenner's service to the human race. 

Mr. Edwabd Mobbis did not think that even 
what had been said sufficiently set forth their 
debt of gratitude to Jenner. TTiw discovery 
affi)rded a reasonable expectation of the exter- 
mination of small-pox, and the merit of the 
transcendent discovery was all his own. Inocula- 
tion in the old mode mitigated the disease in a 
few, and spread it in full fury over many. It 
was therefore a curse to mankind instead of a 
blessing. The Small-Pox Hospital in its 
practice of inoculation, was a source of pestilenoe 
and a multiplier of victimB to this deploraU* 
distemper. The pre-eminent ^la^wHifm of 
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Vaccination was that it preserved its subject and 
injured no one. This unspeakable blessing they 
owed to Jenner, nor had the least improvement 
been effected upon his original and carefully 
matured prescription. They were bound to 
consider how he had abandoned the lucrative 
pursuit of his profession, and surrendered many 
years of his life for the good of his coimtry and 
mankind. He would therefore submit an 
amendment to the resolution before the Com- 
mittee, that the grant be ^£20,000 instead of 
j810,000, to mark their sense of Jenner's merits 
and to place him in a state of independence. 

The amendment was warmly supported by 
Mr. WiLBEBFOBCE, Mr. Windham, Sir John 
Sebright, and Mr. Herbebt. 

Mr. Perceval, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
stood to his resolution, but with indifferent 
arguments. It was without precedent that a 
vote recommended by Government should be 
thus increased. He admitted that Jenner was 
entitled to much more than they could afford, 
but it was also without precedent that so great 
a sum as j£30,000 (inclusive of the former vote) 
should be bestowed on any discoverer. 

Mr. William Smith would not submit to 
these objections. He recited the triumphs of 
Vaccination in Asia and America, and said it 
was true as of old that a prophet had no honour 
in his own country. [An observation singularly 
inappHcable to Jenner.] He urged the Com- 
mittee to vote for the larger sum, and said that 
whilst the Chancellor of the Exchequer might 
in his public capacity protest, yet in his secret 
heart he would not be displeased if overborne 
by the sentiment of the House, of the country, 
and of the world. 

Mr. Whitbread begged the Committee to 
bear in mind that Jenner had scorned to mon- 
opolise Vaccination, and had thereby sacrificed 
a great fortune. He called on the House to 
vote for the larger sum. Vaccination furnished 
the means for lessenening the poor rate. 
Reduced small-pox signified fewer deaths, fewer 
orphans, fewer widows. Vaccination meant 
better health for the poor and more][money in 
the pockets of the rich. They would excuse 
this appeal of his to the cupidity of the landed 
interest inasmuch as he had been anticipated 
in the exhibition of loftier considerations. He 
also wished to relieve the House from a 
renewal of this question. Let them reward 
Jenner once for all, and liberally : and remember 
that what was called economy in this connection, 
if practised by the House, would be, in the eye 
of the world, their disgrace. 



Others spoke in a similar strain, and when 
the House divided, 60 voted for Mr. Morris's 
amendment, and 47 against it, jS20,000 being 
carried by a majority of 18. Including the 
^10,000 voted in 1802, Jenner was thus awarded 
i£30,000 of the public money, in times, too, 
when war and scarcity had magnified all values. 

The debate, it will be observed, was conducted 
in a House of 107 members at a late period of 
the session, and the variations among the 
speakers consisted in degrees of extravagance 
and credulity. The fabulous matter as to Jenner 
personally affords curious evidence of the man- 
ner in which legends originate in the presence 
of contemporaries, and how they come to be 
repeated with the fervour of good faith by men 
whose competence and honesty might be taken 
for unimpeachable. Jenner's party had whipped 
up their adherents, and the issue was sedulously 
arranged for; but because they had their way 
it need not be assumed that it was necessary to 
circumvent any active adversaries. Apathy was 
their chief difficulty. There was httle to be got 
out of cow-pox by the ordinary politician ; and 
then, as now, the average M.P. rarely committed 
himself to any project that did not obviously 
make for his popularity. As for the enthusiasm 
for Vaccination displayed by the speakers in the 
House, we have to recollect that they were not 
converts to the practice per ae.. No really new 
discovery was ever received with such an instant 
chorus of approbation by the mob, educated or 
uneducated. They were one and all bred under 
the severe and dangerous practice of variolous 
inoculation, whereof Vaccination was no more 
than a modification with a seductive promise of 
equal or greater security from smaU-pox, and 
exemption from its perils and annoyances. 
Unless this predisposition be allowed for, the 
conduct of Parliament toward Jenner cannot be 
rightly understood. There was not a word 
uttered against Vaccination from the ground 
which physiologists at this day occupy, for that 
ground, in a scientific sense, was as yet unknown. 
Small-pox was a mysterious visitation to be 
mysteriously dealt with — dodged, if possible, by 
medical artifice, and not, as we are persuaded, 
a crisis of impurity in the blood induced by foul 
conditions of life, which cannot be better dis- 
posed of than m the course of nature by eruptive 
fever. If we could suppress small-pox (in any 
other way than the removal of its causes) we 
should merely alter its manifestation and have 
to accept it in some other and aggravated form 
of disease. 

Jenner provided for, his adherents had yet 
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another end to achieve, namely, their own 
release from the burden of the Boyal Jennerian 
Society, paralysed by the secession of Dr. Walker 
and the Friends and the establishment of the 
London Vaccine Institution. At first they had 
endeavoured to discredit the new Institution, 
even to the extent of distributing hand-bills like 
the following in the streets — 

A Caution. 

To persons desirous of obtaining Inoculation 
for the Cow-Pox Gratis under the sanction of 

The Botal Jennerian Society. 

Whereas, Doctor John Walker has, under 
various pretences, obstructed persons going to 
the Ceniral House of this Society, the Public are 
hereby warned to be upon their guard against 
any insidious representations, the connection 
between Dr. Walker and the Society having 
ceased, and Dr. Enowles having been appointed 
the Resident Inoculator at the Society's House, 
No. 14 Salisbury Square. 

By Order of the Directors and Medical 
Cotmcil, dth October, 1806. 

It was all in vain. Walker was preferred to 
Enowles backed by Jenner, whose friends had 
no liking for the support of the Society out of 
their own pockets. It was therefore planned to 
resort to Parliament for an annual subsidy so as 
dispense with the necessity of subscriptions. 
The managers of the London Vaccine Institu- 
tion, learning what was on foot, naturally argued 
that if Government was to be thus propitious, it 
was they who had the better claim to assistance, 
and therefore prepared a petition setting forth 
their exertions in spreading Vaccine Inoculation. 
This interference with their scheme filled the 
Jennerians with fury, and Mr. John Fuller 
undertook to speak their mind in the House of 
Commons. When, therefore, on 2nd June, 
. 1808, Sir Thomas Turton presented the petition. 
Fuller sprang to his feet and denounced it. 
Baying a grosser forgery had never been sub- 
mitted to the House. 

The Speaker interposed. The petition had 
not been read. When it was, the House would 
be enabled to judge of its contents. Mr. Fuller 
resumed his seat amid general laughter. The 
petition having been read — 

Mr. Fuller apologised for his abruptness. 
The petition was a gross cheat, a wicked trick 
to swindle the public ; or, if it was not absolute 
swindling, it went very near the wind. When 
they came to solicit his subscription, he thought 
they represented some respectable corporation, 
but what did they turn out to be ? A parcel of 
Quakers, or Presb3rterians, or whatever else they 
were called. They had got five guineas from 



him, but the moment he detected them, he 
threatened them with a Bow Street officer and 
a charge of swindling, which soon frightened 
them into a re-deHvery of his money. What a 
shame it was to see the cause of such fellows 
espoused by any man in that House ! He did 
not suppose the Honourable Baronet shared in 
their gains, and he might laugh as he pleased, 
and spout like a lawyer, but it was a poor way 
to show himself off for the sake of a little 
notoriety among such despicable sectaries. He 
hoped the House would not lend any counten- 
ance to the imposture. 

Sir Thomas Turton good humouredly replied, 
that the Jennerian Society, in whose interest the 
preceding speaker exhibited so much untempered 
zeal, was not instituted till 1808. The original 
Vaccine Pock Institution was established by Dr. 
Pearson in 1799. The Institution to which the 
petition referred was established in 1806, chiefly 
by members of the Society of Friends, a sect to 
whose virtuous principles and behaviour it was 
his privilege to bear testimony. Since 1806 the 
Institution had communicated the vaodne 
matter to 81,000 persons in eveiy situation of 
life. The petitioners only desired to have the 
facts they adduced inquired into, and hoped for 
public aid only in the event of being entitled to 
it on public grounds. 

This application for assistance by Walker's 
Institution rendered its concession to the Jen- 
nerian Society impossible : it was not for the 
Government to get into hot water by showing 
favour to either ; and as both could not be sub- 
sidised, it was determined to vary the applica- 
tion, and to ask the House of Commons to 
provide means for the maintenance of a new 
and independent institution from which *' the 
Genuine Vaccine Virus could be distributed with- 
out expense throughout the British dominions.*' 
Mr. George Bose, Treasurer to the Navy, 
took charge of the measure, which he intro- 
duced to the House on 9th June, 1806. 
After dealing with a notorious fiEulure of Vao- 
cination at Bingwood, he proceeded to ob- 
serve, that whilst it could no longer be said 
that Vaccination was a certain security against 
small-pox in all cases, yet the evidence showed 
that the fedlures were not one in 800. He 
would therefore move that the House having 
the testimony of the Colleges of Physicians and 
Surgeons of London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, 
that Vaccination was salutazy i^d generally 
effective, it is desirable that a Central Insftitifr^ 
tion be formed for the provision and distributikm 
of Beal Vaccine Matter, and that its adminifink 
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tion he oommitted to the Boyal Colleges of 
Physioians and Surgeons in London. The 
expense would not be more than ^£2500 or 
^8000 per annum. 

Mr. Davies Giddy said he should not expose 
the resolution, but it would have been much 
better to have refrained from interference. The 
people would neglect inoculation, and then 
small-pox would break out with tenfold severity. 

Mr. FuLLEB observed that at Calcutta small- 
pox had been annihilated by systematic and 
enforced Vaccination, and he believed the same 
result was attainable in this country. He 
thought that even those who hesitated to resort 
to general compulsion, would not object to the 
Vaccination of all children in workhouses. 

Sir T. TuBTON would have preferred a com- 
mittee of investigation. There were already 
three Institutions in London for the express 
purpose of propagating cow-pox, and the object 
Mr. Bose had in view was more likely to be 
attained by private subscriptions and by assist- 
ance from Government than by a special Listi- 
tution formed and endowed by the State. 

Lord Henry Petty contended that as the 
evidence was now confessedly incomplete as to 
the inMlible efficacy of Vaccination, it was 
highly proper that investigation should be 
persevered in under the eye of the public instead 
of by a number of small institutions which were 
not perhaps altogether exempt from the imputa- 
tion of being guided by mercenary motives. 

Sir Francis BuBDETT said Vaccination appeared 
before them with a complexion widely differing 
from that originally assumed. A short time ago 
they were assured it was an infallible preventive 
of small-pox, and that its practice was so simple 
that any old woman was equal to it. Now they 
were told that it was a very nice operation, 
requiring great judgment and skiU, the want of 
which was held to account for the many failures 
which had occurred. Thus there was neither 
that simpHcity nor security which was originally 
asserted. Considering these manifest discre- 
pancies between promise and practice, it was, 
he thought, most unwise for the House to 
intervene in order to help what appeared to be a 
fjEuling experiment. They ought to be cautious — 
they ought not to prop up what might prove to 
be pernicious error. Government in this free 
country cannot compel people to submit to the 
prescriptions of physicians, or the operations of 
surgeons, or anything except the laws ; and it 
was doubtftd whether science itself would be 
benefited if placed under Government direction. 
They were referred to the reports of the Medical 



Colleges, but as he read those reports he detected 
much hesitation and evasion, and anythiag but 
the assurance displayed on behalf of Vaccination 
by several members of the House. Many 
instances of failure were admitted, and such 
instances might safely be doubled. As for 
Spurious Cow-Pox, he wished to know what it 
was. It was used to account for all mishaps, 
and it was, he suspected, a mere shift, shuffle, 
and get off. [Sir Francis need not have spoken 
thus dubiously, for the Beport of the Physicians 
admitted what he suspected.] He would much 
prefer a committee of investigation, and hoped 
the resolution would not be pressed. 

Mr. WHiBEEFOBCE brought up the foreign 
argipient. There might be failures at home, 
but these could be satisfactorily accounted for. 
It was for them to consider the magnificent 
successes of Vaccination in other lands, concern- 
ing which there was not room for doubt. He 
saw no surer method of inspiring the public 
with confidence in Vaccination than by the 
establishment of the proposed Institution. 

Mr. BosE explained that he merely wished to 
bring the House to a resolution, leaving it to his 
Majesty [that was to say, himself for the Govern- 
ment] to give it effect. 

Mr. George Canning, Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affiairs, declared that though he con- 
sidered the discovery of Vaccination to be of the 
very greatest importance, yet he could not 
imagine any circumstances whatever that would 
induce him to follow up the most favourable 
report of its infallibility with any measure for 
its compulsory infliction. 

This declaration of Canning's is well worth 
attention and commemoration. It serves to 
mark the reverence for personal liberty, which 
was the fine distinction of the former order of 
English statesmen, and separated, when little 
else did, the English from the Continental Tory. 
The noble tradition of this Uberty meets with 
scant favour in these times, and Canning's 
avowal in the new House of Commons would be 
heard as an anachronism. Nearly every adven- 
turer who has a prescription for the moral and 
physical welfare of his feUow creatures hopes to 
have it enforced by legislation ; and since, under 
penalty of fine and imprisonment, our babes are 
cut and poisoned to save them from small-pox, 
there is no infraction of personal liberty, how- 
ever outrageous, that can now be pronounced 
impossible. 

When the House divided there were 60 for 
the motion and 5 against it — ^again a small 
House for so critical a matter. 
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With the permission to spend £8000 a year, 
the National Vaccine Institution was constituted, 
Jenner being consulted in its organisation. A 
Board was formed, consisting of the President 
and four Censors of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, and the Master and two senior Wardens 
of the College of Surgeons. The Board met on 
8th December, 1808, and proceeded to business. 
Jenner, as was his fatahty on important osca- 
sions, was absent, being detained at Berkeley 
by family affliction. He wrote to Moore — 

" I should be unworthy of the name of father 
were I to stir from my children. Indeed, 
nothing would make me, not even a royal man- 
date, unless accompanied by a troop of horse.*' 

Jenner was elected Director, but not a mem- 
ber of the Board, and immediately began to 
protest that he was disregarded and subjected 
to indignity. " The Board,'* he said, " appointed 
me Director, but they soon contrived to let me 
feel that I was to be a Director directed." . The 
arrangement he had made with Mr, Bose and 
Sir Lucas Pepys, the President of the College of 
Physicians, was, he held, altogether different — 

'* It was stipulated between Mr. Bose, Sir 
Lucas, and myself, that no person should take 
any part in the Vaccinating Department who 
was not either nominated by me or submitted to 
my approbation. On my reminding Sir Lucas 
of this, he replied, * You, Sir, are to be whole 
and sole Director. We [meaning the Board] 
are to be considered as nothing. What do we 
know of vaccination ? ' "* 

Sir Lucas of course was jeering, but Jenner's 
head was so turned with vanity and flattery that 
he could not distinguish mockery from sincerity. 
He had constructed for himself a fool's paradise, 
out of which the Board pitched him uncere- 
moniously. He recommended his bludgeon 
bearer, John Bing, for Chief Vaccinator and 
Inspector of Stations, but the Board declined to 
have anything to do with him, and added insult 
to contempt ; for in Jenner's words, written in 
the third person — 

"They appointed a gentleman in his place 
who was taken from an Institution which had 
been personally hostile to Dr. Jenner on all 
occasions." 

Subsequently he sent in a list of seven names 
for Sub- Vaccinators, of which the Board rejected 
five, which brought matters to a crisis, and he 
resigned. In the memorandum, from which we 
have quoted, he wrote — 

•• By the whole of these circumstances. Dr. 
Jenner felt himself under the necessity of with- 
drawing from the establishment. He could take 



upon himself no responsibility where he had no 
power, not even a vote. He did not wish to 
control the establishment ; nothing was further 
from his thoughts. But he expected that the 
practical part of its concerns would have been 
under his direction, as the title of his office 
implied ; and he expected that those gentlemen 
whom, from a consciousness of their pre-eminent 
abiUty, he had so strongly recommended to con- 
duct this practical part, would have been ap- 
pointed. But as his recommendations have 
been disregarded — as arrangements and appoint- 
ments have been made which are contrary to 
his judgment, and as he is informed by the 
Board that it was intended for them to use their 
own discretion, and that they alone are respon- 
sible for the conduct of the establishment, Dr. 
Jenner declined accepting the station of Director, 
to which they had nominated him, since he 
found that he was to have nothing to do in the 
estabUshment, and that his office was only a 
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* Letter to Jamm Moorb, Ifith January, 1800. 



name. 

To those who did not know Jenner, or who 
accepted him at his own estimate, the treatment 
to which he was subjected might appear highly 
reprehensible ; but the Board understood their 
man, and only cared to have the benefit of his 
name, for little else was worth having. What 
could be made of a character indolent and un- 
trustworthy; who disliked London and was off 
to Gloucestershire on any pretext ; whose sickly 
family had from him the supreme consideration 
of an affectionate mother I He wrote to Moore — 

** I agree with you that my not being a mem- 
ber of the Briti^ Vaccine Establishment will 
astonish the world; and no one in it can be 
more astonished than myself.*' 

He was mistaken. The world, so fiu as 
it thought at all, ^ considered he was hand- 
somely rewarded with his jB80,000, and with so 
much pubhc money in his pocket might have 
looked for a better disposition on his part. 
When his nominations were disregarded, he 
declined even to come to London, and thus 
excused his sulking at Berkeley — 

** I was quite in earnest at the time I informed 
you of my intention to come to town, but while 
I was getting things in order there came a 
piece of information from a Bight Hon. Gentle- 
man which determined me to remain in mj 
retirement. It was as follows — 

** That the Institution was formed for the 
pu/rpote of a full and satisfactory invesHgor 
tion of the benefits or dangers of the Vaccine 
Practice y and that this was the reason why Dr. 
Jenner could not be admitted as one of the con- 
ductors of ity as the public wouM not have the 
same confidence in their proceedings as if the 
Board were left to their own judgment in 
doubtful cases. 

« This is the sum and substanoe of the com- 
munication — 

* Bwron't JA/s t^Jetmsft V^L IL, p. IM. 
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" What do we know of Vaccination ? 
" We know nothing of Vaccination I 
*' Alas! poor Vaccinia, how art thou degradedl 
** You intimated something of this sort to me 
some time since, and now I get it from the 
fonntain head. An institution founded on the 
principle of inquiry seven or eight years ago, 
would have heen worthy of the British nation ; 
but now, after the whole world bears testimony 
to the safety and efficacy of the Vaccine Practice, 
I do think it a most extraordinary proceeding. 
It is one that must necessarily degrade me, and 
cannot exalt the framers of it in the eyes of 
common-sense. I shall now stick closely to my 
own Institution^ which I have the pride and 
vanity to think is paramount to all others, as its 
extent and benefits are boundless. Of this I am 
the real and not the nominal Director. I have 
conducted the whole concern for no inconsider- 
able number of years, single-handed, and have 
spread Vaccination round the globe. This con- 
vinces me that simplicity in this, as in all 
effective machinery, is best." * 

In the discussion in the House of Commons 
it was stated by his friend. Lord Henry Petty, 
that one of the objects of the Institution would 
be investigation, and it was absurd for Jenner 
to pretend that the fact came upon him as 
a revelation ; and, unless completely blinded by 
conceit, he must have recognised that the 
general faith in Vaccination exhibited in 1801 
had been much shaken by the experience of 
the succeeding seven years. But it is idle to 
argue the matter. When Jenner could say that 
he single-handed had conducted the whole con- 
cern for years and spread Vaccination round 
the globe, he could assert anything. ThQ letter is 
interesting chiefly as an exhibition of character. 

We shall return to the National Vaccine 
Institution and its management — a curious 
story. Suffice it for the present to observe, that 
its immediate effects were adverse to Vaccina- 
tion. The annual endowment was consumed 
in salaries, and many ceased to subscribe to the 
Cow-Pox Societies since Vaccination was so 
well provided for. The essential mischief con- 
sisted in the recognition of the evil practice by 
the State, whereby it has been perpetuated to 
the common injury to our own day. 



Vaccikation in Greece. — A correspondent 
asked a few days ago for information on this 
subject. By the courtesy of the Consul General 
for Greece, we are enabled to state that vaccina- 
tion is not compulsory in that country, but the 
operation is generally performed, and there are 
doctors in every commune who are bound to 
vaccinate the poor gratis. — Lancet^ ^ih October^ 
1880. 



• LtMcr to Jamm Moou, Bcrkel^, 4tik April, 1800. 



MRS. HARRIS ON WACCINATION. 

By Cinque Port. 

What I I ses, *ave that pore little thing wacci- 
nated? not if I was her mother. Not for no 
hacts of Parlymint as is made by a parcel of 
meddlin' old fogies as knows as much about 
babies as they does about the hacts of Parly- 
mint they passes, which ain*t much, I ses ; for 
they no sooner passes one than they have to 
pass ^another to patch it up, and to let people 
understand it, I ses ; for Mrs. Fearful *ad called 
on me as she was a goin* to the Infirmary to 
*ave her little gal waccinated, blood pisened, I 
ses ; that^s what it is ; for it sets my back right 
up when I see people a killin* off their 'ealthy 
babies, or at least puttin' somethin' into their 
blood as three times out of four lays the seeds 
of consumption and heaven knows what besides! 

Mrs. Fearful, she ses, ** But, Mrs. Harris, we 
shall be fined over and over again," she ses. 

Pay it, I ses, or go to prison, but don't ruin 
your child's 'ealth for life, which I 'ave seen 
done over and over again in my experience. 
Why, I ses, I recollect when I was a gal we 
lived in a farm-house, and just roimd us there 
was a matter of ten or twelve cottages as ^ad a 
whole lot of children, of course, and was wisited 
by the squire's daughters with tracts and wine 
and little comforts when any of 'em was ill. 
Well, just then there was a great outcry of 
small-pox, which certingly was bad, and ten 
times more to be feared, as the doctors didn't 
know how to treat it as they do now ; for they 
wrapped the poor creeturs up and keeped 'em 
warm, as marked 'em dread&l when it didn't 
kill 'em outright. Well, as I was a say in', the 
small-pox was bad and the waccination just a 
comin' into fashion, for the medical profession 
'as their fashions just like women. I recollects 
the blue pill and black draught fashion; and 
my mother often told me of the bleedin' fa^ahion; 
then they 'ad the brandy and salt fashion, and 
lots more as I don't recollect, as 'ad their day 
and didn't kill 'arf so many as waccination, 
because they never worked Parlymint up into 
the humour to pass a hact to make people 
swaller 'em. Well, as I was a sayin', waccina- 
tion was all the go, and these ladies went to the 
cottages and ses to the mothers : ** Small-pox 
is werry bad, and you must have all the children 
waccinated or we shall not wisit you any more." 
So, of course, they agreed, and it was done by 
a doctor, as these ladies sent theirselves. My 
mother she ses nothin', but waited to see the 
upshot. Well, if you'll believe me, if the small- 
pox didn't break out at one of them cottages, 
and, before a week was out, all the chil£-en 
failed with it, and 'ad it so bad as died off like 
flies in a frost I Now, you know, my mother 
was what they call now a pore ignorant woman, 
because she didn't believe in waccination, but 
'ad all her children inokulatid after they fairly 
recovered from the measles, as her doctor told 
'er would clear the system and take away any 
disease the measles left behind ; and when we 
was inokulatid we 'ad about a dozen spots and 
run about out of doors all but a day or so. So, 
you see, when this pore ignorant woman's 
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dnldmn (she 'ad ten of 'em), ae waa none of theiieelves. Ab I was a diarfin a pbyaiciaii as 

them strong — not bein' a strong woman herself attended me, and he sea : " Well, Mrs. Hania, 

— all lived to grow np, they felt pretty safe between jod and me I do believe if all the 

abont catchin' small-poi, as is 'arf the battle, chemists' shois was at the bottom of the eea 

as the sayin' is, for fear ia the canse of many people wonid Iito quite as long." Ton may say 

a takin' it. Weil, as I was a sayin', my mother that, I ses, and a good deal longer, for many ot 

she waited nntil she saw her doctor, and she your ranedies are worse than the disease, 

ses: " How aboat waccination ? It didn't seem "Ah," he sea, "but we mnst give medicdn* 

to save many o' them children at the cottages." as well as advice, or people wooldn't believe in 

" Well," he ses, " I don't mind tellin' yoa be- ns." 

causeIknowyondon'tbelieveinwaccinaUon,biit Well, I ses, there's somethiu' in that as I 

yon needn't say I sed so, but it is abont as mach mostly finds people pnttin' &ith in some pet 

good as a ohip in the porridge, as the sayin' is; pill, as knew a pore old feller as couldn't live 

only I am afraid it does more hann. Not as without two piUs every day, and need to buy a 

the cow-pox wouldn't save yon from the small- seven-and-siipenny boibecansehebadsomany 

pox if yoD 'ad it direct from the cow, bnt more for the money, bat seemed t^) thrive on 

then, yon know, it would be as bad as 'avin' the 'em till he was abont seventy, and then the 

amall-pox yourself, and marks just as bad, as Hmall-poi was abont a deal where he lived, 

yon may often see by the milkmaids as 'ave 'ad and they persuaded him to be wacdnated, aa 

it." made him that bad as even hie favoorite piDa 

Uy mother ees to him : " Why don't yon tell couldn't cure him, and he soon turned up bis 

your patients yon don't behove in it, and not toes to the daisies, as the sayin' is. 

go waccinatin' the pore things and givin' them " Well," he ses, " he mnst a bin a ole fool, and 

all sorts of complaints?" them as persuaded him ought to be hanged." 

" Oh I " he ses, " that's not professhnnal, and Ah, I see, bnt he didn't catch the amall-pox 

what I tell an old friend like yon, I can't which was a great blessin'. Why, you know, 

whisper anywhere else. Besides, I'm under a he might a bin marked dreadful I 

penalty if)I inoknlates, and should ruin my "Mow yon're a charfin," he ses, "andlmust 

practice. BeaideE, the profesahnn uphold wacci- go. I shall never convert yon." 

nation." No, I ses, I'm much too old a bird to be 

" More ahanie for 'em," ses my mother. eanght by waccination charf. 

"Well," he ses, "I don't know bnt it brings Mrs. Fearful, she ses, " Oh, Mrs. Harris, if it 

a good many 'arf guineas into their pockets, ain't past the hour, and I'm too late to 'ave the 

and when people feel safe they are not so apt child done to-day." 

to catch anytnin', and they prove by figgers I'm dreadful glad, I sea, and yon go home 

that waccination ia etampin' out small-poi." and thank Ood aa you're little gal is apared 

"Oh, do they?" ses she; "and do they pat from the pisinin of the innercenta, for it's my 

anythin' down to the new way of treatin' the belief as Herod 'isself 'asn't got so much to 

patients ? and why do they bu^d so many new answer foi as that waccination hact, as fathers 

small-pox hospitals ? " and mothers ought to fight night and day against 

Mrs. Fearful, she ses, " Oh, Mrs. Harris, the till it is repealed, I aes. 

doctora must know best." 

Yes, I SOB, like all human nator', they know „ „. . . , . 
what's best for theirselves. Not as I don't OMEOnxopTHonSiUDS.— Anmqnestwasheld 
think as many beUeve in waccination honestly, jt Paddmgton on the 12th November on the 
bnt as I 'eard a judge say once and never for- ^^J "^ f^ "^f^t' ^^,^? V"^^ w" returned, 
got it, the human mind is hapt to lean to that T^"* ">« deceased died from convulaone fol- 
iide as suite its convenience and fills the lowjngerysipelasj^vaccmataon. llierepcrt 
pocket; but, lor bleaa yon, only open your eyes °\^^ "^ *^''* "'^ ™™4 V^ *?"« London press 
Snd look about you. and you'll see plenty of the JT*^""* f?? attempt at mifagafaon or prevariw- 
waccination blessin's. Why, there was Mrs. hon. "id m a letter to the Z)atJj, CArontcfa Mr. 
Titmouse's Httle gal as 'ealthy and as free from Masker observed. Many amular fatal caw. 
humour as any child could bo. WeU.ofcoum, could be nrodnced. and would more fr^uently 
■he was wacoinated, and in a week or two you "Ppear, but for the medical toades-umonism 
never saw such a sight, aU between her pore ^^"^ oonceiOs ot suppresses facie and evidanw 
fingers was breakin' out, 'er eyes was mflaied, wtegoDisho *« *« Jennenan theory." 
'er ears a mass of corruption, and her fitigers Mas. Bubfield, St. Thoma?, Danish West 
swelled up three times their size, and ao it went Indiea, writes to Mr. Pitman — " A few days ago 
on for years, and last time I saw her she 'ad a pamphlet was put into my hands on tiia 
grown up, but such a sight as made my 'art subject of Vaccination. It was your report of 
ache; but if I was to tell you what I 'ave seen Mr. Bnrna'a lecture in Manohester. I am moat 
brought on by waccination it would take me a decidedly oppoaed to Vaccination, which I am 
monUi to get through it ; but then, you know, sorry to say is compulsory here, so much so, 
I'm an infatuated old fool, and ain't got no that before marriage a certificate of Vaooinatioa 
eommon-aense, because I don't swaller every- is required 1 Some of the wiser folk (of course, 
thin' the doctors say. But I goes a little the minority,) fight against it. A struggle will 
fiirther than that, for I don't swaller what the^ come. None of my <£oioe friends here or ela»- 
sends neither, as don't hold with so much medi- where like Vaccination. To me then is some- 
one, M knows they ain't so fond of takin' it thini{ horrid in it." 
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THE DISCREDITABLE MORTALITY OF 
YOUNG CHILDREN EXPLAINED. 

Bt the kindness of Dr. Sohenchzer, of Bulaoh, 
we have been faToiured with the following table 
of births, vaooinations, and general mortality, 
together with the number of deai^ of infiEtnts 



under one year old, in the Canton of Zurich, 
from 1840 to 1878. 

The latter portion of the table is a comparison 
between the years 1851, 1852, and 1858, when 
few remained unvacoinated, with the years 1876, 
1877, and 1878, when about half remained un- 
vacoinated. 



Period. 



Births 
Living. 



Ten years before 1850,... 
Ten years before I860,... 
Ten years before 1870,... 
The Years 1870-78, 



: 1840 to 1878, 



70,620 
70,686 
78,428 
81,057 



Vaooinated 
Children. 



299,286 



55,487 
58,692 
61,591 
48,765 



224,886 



No. Vac- 
cinated 
out of 

every 100 
Births. 



Total 
Deaths. 



Deaths 

under 

one year. 



78.6 
88.1 
78.4 
60. 



74.9 



58,678 
64,758 
69,851 
66,212 



258,999 



19,123 
28,165 
26,148 
19,858 



88,284 



No. of 

Deaths 
under one 

year in 
every 100 

Births. 


No. of 

Deaths 
under one 

year in 
every 100 

Deaths. 


27.1 


32.6 


82.1 


85.8 


88.1 


87.6 


24.5 


29.9 


29. 


82. 



1851, 
1852, 
1868, 

1876, 
1877, 
1878, 



6,512 
6,488 
6,549 

9,485 
9,484 
9,890 



6,072 
5,672 
5,668 



4,889 
4,915 
4,917 



92.7 
88.4 



86. 



51. 
52. 



52.8 



6,211 
6,870 
6,786 

7,878 
6,780 
6,724 



1,969 
1,880 
1,707 



2,041 
1,761 
1.760 



80. 


81.7 


29.2 


82. 


26. 


29.5 


21.6 


27.6 


18.6 


26. 


18.6 


26. 



It thus appears that in the years 1861, 1852, 
and 1853, when 88 out of every 100 children 
bom were submitted to the vaccine process, the 
deaths under one year of age were 28 in each 
100 births, while in the years 1876, 1877, and 
1878, when nearly half the children bom in the 



year were preserved from cowpox, the deaths 
under one year were only 20 in each 100 births. 
These figures go far towards solving the pro- 
blem of the excessive infantile mortality which 
discredits vaccinating Europe. 

H. D. D. 



Where the law comes into conflict with the 
consciences of men, it is the law that should be 
altered, and not conscience that should be 
forced. — John Mobley in Pall Mall Gazette, 
6th November. 

Calf Ltmph MiLNUFAoxuBS. — Dr. J. W. Cook, 
of Manningtree, writes in Lancet of 18th Nov. 
— '* Having had several calves placed at my dis- 

Eosal for the purpose of vaccination by a farmer 
iend, I have for the past three weeks been 
operating upon them and from them. I have 
most successfully vaccinated several children. 
. . . I may state that I vaccinated my first 
calf from lymph procured from the animal 
vaccine establishment at Utrecht ; and that all 
the steps of my progress are known to Dr. 
Buchanan, of the Local Government Board, 
and to Dr. Bobert Cory, of St. Thomases Hos- 

Sital, the latter gentleman having kindly come 
own here and assisted me at the vaccination of 
two calves." 



I AM not disposed to counsel people to submit 
passively to laws which in their hearts they 
thoroughly disapprove, especially when their 
consciences and their health are concerned. — 
C. H. HopwooD, Q.C., M.P. 

What a Boston Physician Thinks. — Bufus 
E. Noyes, M.D., Member of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, and late Besident Surgeon to 
the Boston City Hospital, has published a work 
On the Self Curability of Disease, or the 
Divine Art of Healing against the Hwman Art 
of Healing, or the Natural Cure of Diseases 
against the Customary Use of Drugs, in which 
he observes — **I believe vaccination has been 
the greatest medical delusion that has ensnared 
mankind within the last three centuries. It 
originated in fraud, ignorance and error, and 
lives as such willing foolery ever lives. It is 
absurdly unscientific. It hiae done great evil, 
and I cannot attribute to it any good."' 
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THE INTEBNATIONAL 
ANTI-VACCINATION CONVENTION. 

It may interest our readers to know that Mr. 
Tebb has visited Paris to assist in making ar- 
rangements for the Convention, which will be 
held on the 11th, 12th, and 1 3th of the current 
month, December. The object of the assembly 
will be to prevent further legislation for the 
enforcement of vaccination and re- vaccination, 
and to obtain the repeal of existing vaccination 
legislation. The proceedings will include a Con- 
ference; the consideration of reports showing the 
results of compulsory vaccination ; a Public eve- 
ning meeting at the Salle d^ Encov/ragement ; a 
Deputation to the President of the Bepubhc, 
and one to the Minister of Commerce (who in 
France is head of the Vaccination Department), 
and the preparation of a memorial to be sent 
to the chiefs of all nations where vaccination is 
at present enforced. Dr. Hubert Boens (of 
Charleroi), Professor A. Vogt (of Berne), Dr. 
Jur Scheurmann and a colleague (of Basle), Dr. 
Oidtman and Dr. Stroffe (of Germany), Dr. E. 
Haughton and Dr. W. J. Collins, Jr., B.Sc, Mr. 
Thos. Baker (Barrister at Law), Mr. William 
Tebb (Chairman of Committee of the London 
Society), Mons. E. Labb^e (editor of Le Bevdl 
Medical), and Dr. Hurean de Villeneuve, Dr. 
Aderhold, Dr. A. Bayard, Dr. Jam, Dr. Serres, 
Dr. Germiquet, are among those who have sig- 
nified their intention of being present to take 
part in the proceedings. The Conmuttee hope 
to obtain delegates from all the leading Euro- 
pean countries, as well as the United States of 
America. Le Cov/rrier de V Europe contains 
several interesting letters referring to this sub- 
ject, and further communications relating to the 
same may be addressed to Mr. William Tebb, 
7 Albert Boad, Begent's Park, London, N.W. 



THE BIGHT OBJECTION. 
Deab Mb. Tebb, — I have been going into statis- 
tics lately, and I find that in the thirty-two 
years, 1847-78, over 163,000 died of small- 
pox, or an average of more than 4,700 a-year. 
The epidemic of 1870-72 was, as you know, 
much more severe even than that of 1838-40. 
In the latter, the greatest annual mortaUty was 
under 17,000 ; in the former, over 23,000. 

I have been greatly etruck by the injury done 
to our cause by our too great eagerness to prove 
transmission of syphilis, etc., in vaccine. We 
have failed to see that in the eye of the law 
Yaccination is an operation, not a disease. 
Children do not die spontaneously on the touch 



of a poisoned lancet. Vaccination proper is 
confined to the raising of a mild vesicle or 
vesicle with moderate or normal areola. Every- 
thing else, including any abnormal spreading 
of the areola, is treated, and I think properly 
treated, as a sequela or indirect consequence 
and result of vaccination. It is quite un- 
necessary for us to prove that syphilis matter 
is contained in vaccine. Probably it is not. 
The so-called syphilitic symptoms may either 
be a spurious eruption simulating syphilis, 
or the syphilis may be developed from a 
latent constitutional taint which may, perhaps, 
have skipped a generation. Still less useful 
is it to insist on the transmission of scrofula^ 
consumption, etc. It is quite enough for 
our case that such diseases are developed as 
sequela: after vaccination. It is the same with 
measles, typhoid fever, and the like ; it is the 
sequelse that are so terrible. Our true case ought 
to be, not as used to be asserted, that other 
diseases are transmitted in vaccine (though 
possibly erysipelas might be said to be contained 
in the ** common septic ferment" of vaccine), 
but that vaccination habitually brings in its 
train as sequeUe, tabes mesenterica, dropsy, 
consumption, scrofula, pneumonia, bronchitis, 
pycemia, erysipelas, etc. That is quite enough, 
surely I Yours truly, 

Cliftom. 
Cobham Hall, Gravesend, 

21st Nov., 1880. 



Leicester. — A paragraph in the Times on 
Leicester says that the arrears of vaccination 
are 400 per quarter. This is news to me ; the 
vaccination officer or the guardians having given 
the figures as 200. But I suppose the officials 
of the Local Government Board know tiie cor- 
rect figures. The mortality of Leicester last 
quarter was 29 per 1000. If taken for the last 
half year it was 23, and probably a smaller 
figure is taken for the twelve months ending 
September 30. The cause of infantile mortality 
in Leicester is duplicate. We cannot get the 
vaccinators to tell us whether the vaccinated or 
un vaccinated children are the principal sufferers, 
and we suspect the former. But of late we have 
had great floods, such as occur once or twice in 
a century, and the sewers, being inefficient, the 
sewage is actually washed out into the streets 
and cellars of the lower parts of the town, where 
new streets have been built of late, tfnd of coarse 
a deposit of nauseating filth is left behind at each 
inundation. The Corporation has just decided 
to spend jB80,000 or more to stop this flooding. 
The villages along the Soar nave also been 
repeatedly flooded, and the consequence is 
bronchitis and whooping cough and ohildzen's 
diseases in great numbers and seventy. — ^EL 
D.D.,U^/»^ov., 1880. 
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MR. WALTER HASKER AND THE GREAT 
UNPAID OF HOVE. 

On more than one oooasion Mr. Hasker has 
gone down specially to Hove in defence of anti- 
yaooinating friends, and, needless to say, has 
each time met with that great if not effusive 
courtesy for which the Great Unpaid are so 
much distinguished. 

On the last occasion, the Ist of November, the 
Court was constituted by Mr. M. D. Scott, M.P., 
Lieutenant-General Stute, C.B., Colonel Han- 
sard, and Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon. W. L. 
Talbot. Before this Court Mr. Hasker appeared 
to represent Mr. Alfred Lucas, who was sum- 
moned for two of his unvaccinated children, one 
summons being under section xxix. of the prin- 
cipal Act, the second under section xxxi. Mr. 
Hasker told the Justices that his previous ex- 
perience before them had satisfied him that it 
would be useless to again address them on the 
merits ; and added that that being so, he should 
not attempt anything like a speech ; but that 
inasmuch as his friend was brought there by the 
law, he (Mr. Hasker) was determined that he 
should have the law, together with everything 
the law provided. He asked that Court for 
nothing more, and would be content with nothing 
less. This bold standpoint seems to have been 
maintained by Mr. Hasker, who, notwithstand- 
ing that the Bench bullied and threatened, 
stood his ground, and persisted in his promised 
line of a strictly legal defence. His objections 
to the proceedings were based upon the vaccina- 
tion officer's omission to comply with the Act, 
and the general order of the Local Government 
Board, given under seal on the 81st of October, 
1874, whereby, inter alia, it is provided that the 
vaccination officer shall give a defaulting parent 
two notices, A and B, and then make personal 
inquiries before issuing process. In the result 
the Bench convicted the defendant on the sum- 
mons under section xxix., and ordered Mr. 
Hasker to ** stand down." This he did, in 
obedience to *' authority," but instantly after- 
wards, with irrepressible alacrity, stood up again, 
re-examined the officer, and urged the same 
objections to the second summons. We do not 
look for consistency amongst Justices. But our 
readers will be surprised to learn that this Hove 
Bench allowed the objections to the one sum- 
mons which they had disallowed to the other, 
and dismissed it on the ground that notice A 
had not been given I But, although the defend- 
ant had been needlessly sunamoned, and Mr. 
Hasker had journeyed from London specially 
to represent him, the Justices refused to give 
any costs, although authorised, if not directed, 
by the Act of Parliament under such circum- 
stances so to do. Following this decision, the 
remainder of a tolerably large batch of sum- 
monses had. likewise to be dismissed, leaving the 
Guardians and their officer to begin again de 
novo. The clerk to the prosecuting Guardians 
and the vaccination officer were, perhaps not 
unnaturally, very much cut up, and, as one of 
our Brighton contemporaries remarked, with- 
drew ** in an undignified manner." 

It may be added that for months past prose- 
cations nave been institated and oonyiotions 



recorded which were altogether informal in 
some way or other, and doubtless unfortunate 
parents would have continued to receive this 
Justices* justice for some time further if no one 
had mustered sufficient courage to beard and 
overthrow the Bench. As our contemporary 
further remarked, "Without Mr. Hasker the 
defendant would certainly have been convicted." 
It is not our wish to rely upon technical ob- 
jections, and we are sure it is not Mr. Hasker*s 
either, but we cannot but agree with him when 
he contends that they who take the law 
shall fall by the law, and when justice cannot 
be obtained it is sometimes well to rely upon its 
opposite, i.e., the law. 



EDWIN HBARNE, J.P., M.B. Lond., F.R.C.8. 

The Lancet and the British Medical Jov/maX 
jealously exclude from their columns any adver- 
tisements of literature in opposition to vaccina- 
tion, thus exercising a grand motherly supervi- 
sion of the principles of their readers, who might 
otherwise be led into serious and unprofessional 
error. The Laiwet has the credit of being more 
conservative than its rival, yet it had the grace 
to allow that something might be said in favour 
of the projected bill for the abolition of multiple 
penalties for non-vaccination; and in the 
number for 6th November we find the following 
laudatory notice of our late friend. Dr. Hearne 
of Southampton, an ardent and out-spoken anti- 
vaccinator : — 

** We have to record the death of Mr. Edwin 
Hearne, who died at Southampton on the 22nd 
October, of apoplexy. Dr. Hearne was bom 
near Taunton in the year 1820. His father was 
a large farmer, descended from an old Somerset- 
shire family.' Dr. Hearne was originally 
intended for a business career, but his tastes 
being of a more ambitious nature, he entered as 
a medical student in University College in 1840. 
He there distinguished himself by carrying off 
many class prizes, and in 1844 graduated M.B. 
at the University of London, taiing honours in 
physiology and comparative anatomy, as well 
as in medicine and surgery. He was afterwards 
house-surgeon at University College Hospital, 
and was a favourite pupil of Listen. He spent 
some time in the Paris hospitals, and on his 
return he happened to land at Southampton, 
and was so struck by the improving look of the 
place that he settled there in 1845 and soon 
acquired a large practice. He was a most 
accomplished surgeon and an expert operator. 
In politics he was a very advanced Liberal, and 
he worked with heart and soul in the cause. 
His mind was original and thoughtfiil, and his 
temperament vigorous and bold. This contin- 
ually involved him in scientifio and political 
controversies. 

** In 1864 the wear and tear of his large practice, 
combined with his other work, brought on a 
painful affection of the nervous system. He 
retired to Germany for a time, but his health 
was never sufficiently re-establihed for him to 
do much work. He was well known amongst 
hunting men as a straight SAd feadess xider to 
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hounds, and in Bailey^ $ Magazine the ' White 
Doctor,' as he is called, is described as a hard 
man to beat. 

** Dr. Heame was a frequent writer, both on 
medical questions and in the local press. He 
was for some time a member of the Borough 
Council, and had been a magistrate for South- 
ampton during the past fifteen or sixteen years. 
Few men have lived a life more active or 
sustained more arduous labour; and though 
possessed of singular vehemence of temperament, 
there was a softer side to his nature, which 
often found expression in acts of kindness and 
consideration unknown to the outside world." 



THB^law whichTinflictfl penalty after penalty 
on a parent who is unwilling to have his child 
vaccinated, is monstrous. — The Bight Hon. 
John'^right. 

How Babt wasIEilled. — A"tale in illustra- 
tionVof the peril of Vaccination in the widely 
circulated *Wi?0A;Z^ Times is^ highly significant 
of the movement in the pubUc mind, and the 
London Society for the AboUtion of Compulsory 
Vaccination has done wisely in reprinting it 
as a tract/ 'Mothers]3aiow the^horrors and in- 
utiUty of Vaccination ; but what they see with 
their eyes they are persuaded out of believing 
by the authorities it is their habit to respect. 
Hov) Bahy was Killed is a touching story, and 
is just the sort of writing to give shape to a 
mother's fears and courage for resistance." May 
it be distributed by thousands t 

Inconveniencies of Vaccination. — It is an 
inconvenience to lose two legs and one arm by 
vaccine ulcers, as poor Ira Council, of South- 
port, attests. It is an undesirable accident to 
die of vaccine erysipelas. The surgeon desires 
to avoid personal responsibiUty ; and justly says 
that if Parliament commands blm to vaccinate. 
Parliament ought to teach him how to vaccinate, 
— and, furnish him with pu/re Parliamentaiy 
l3nnph, which, kept in sure tubes, shall never 
rot and grow poisonous. Another surgeon, 
Mr. Ballard, demands ahsohite safety for the 
pubhc from impure lymph. These gentlemen 
actually are blmd to the fact that their own 
demand of impossibilities from Parliament is a 
total condemnation of the law. In their efforts 
to get up a panic concerning small-pox, vacci- 
nators seem to forget that that disease, like 
every other, must have some cause, which they 
ought to investigate and teach people to avoid, 
as Anti- Vaccinators do. They imagine no cause 
but contagion : a theory which refutes itself. 
Also they expose themselves to the just imputa- 
tion of incompetence, in treating small-pox as a 
most intractable disease, when by hot and cold 
baths, by hot air, and by certain herbs, other 
men and women, who often have no medical 
degree, and never have a Government salary, 
cure it easily. Surely, when legislators enforce 
the putting in of one devil to keep out another, 
the least they should do is to get a full and free 
medical debate on the question, — ^which devil is 
the more malignant ? — Prof. F. W. Newman. 



Victorian Items. — ^A Select Committee has 
been appointed by the Legislative Coundl of 
Victoria to inquire into and report upon the 
advisability, or otherwise, of amending the law 
relating to vaccination. — At a lecture on the 
'* Danger of Vaccination ** by Mr. D. Macallister 
at Hawthorn, the chair was occupied by Dr. 
Sparling, who said he had been for some time 
surgeon to a London poor law union, and knew 
from experience what a fearful scourge smaU-pox 
might be, but in Victoria the circumstances 
were wholly different. The people were better 
housed, the climate was much more healthy, 
and it would be as reasonable to introduce snake 
antidote to Ireland, where there were no snakes, 
as compulsory vacciQation to Victoria, where 
there was no small-pox. If the money expended 
by Government on vaccination were devoted to 
counteracting the ravages of diphtheria and other 
diseases so fatal to children, it would be more 
sensible. — Chiefly to the energy of Mr.MacaUister 
in the lecture room and the press does Victoria 
owe its awakening on the subject of vaccination. 
There was little or no small-pox in the colony, 
but the doctors raised no objection to the practice 
of vaccination which put money in their pockets, 
and had actually contrived to make the super- 
fluity compulsory ! 

Wht Medical Men are Ignorant. — ^A young 
man commencing the study of medicine is at 
once required to endeavour to make an acquaint- 
ance with a number of sciences, such as Physics, 
as Chemistry, as Botany, as Physiology, which 
are absolutely and entirely strange to him, 
however excellent his so-called education at 
school may have been. Not only is he devoid 
of all apprehension of scientific conceptions, not 
only does he foil to attach any meaning to the 
words "matter," "force," or "law," in their 
scientific senses, but, worse still, he has no 
notion of what it is to come into contact witii 
nature, or to lay his mind alongside of a physical 
fact, and try to conquer it, in tiie way our great 
naval hero told his captains to master their 
enemies. His whole mind has been given to 
books, and I am hardly exaggerating Sf I say 
that they are more real to him than natuiB. 
He imagines that all knowledge can be got out 
of books, and rests upon the authority of some 
master or other; nor does he entertain any 
misgiving that the method of learning which led 
to proficiency in the rules of grammar, will suffice 
to lead him to a mastery of the laws of nature. 
The youngster, thus imprepared for serious 
study, is turned loose among ms medical studies, 
with the result, in nine cases out of ten, that the 
first year of his curriculum is spent in learning 
how to learn. Indeed, he is lucky, if at the end 
of the first year, by the exertions of his teachers 
and lus own industry, he has acquired even that 
art of arts, after which there remain not more 
than three, or perhaps four, years for the 
profitable study of such vast sciences as 
Anatomy, Physiology, Therapeutics, Medicine, 
Surgery, Obstetrics, and the like, upon his 
knowledge or ignorance of whidi depends 
whether the practitioner shall diminish, or 
increase, the hiUs of mortality.— FBonnsoE 
HnxLET, Lay Sermant, pp. 65, 66. 
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OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 

I.— The Abolition of OompnlBory Vaccination. 

IL— The Diffasion of Knowledge concerning Vaccination. 

TIT.— The maintenance in London of an Office for the publication of Xjiterature 
relating to Vaccination, and as a Centre of Information. 

The minimum Annual Subscription constituting Membership is 2s. 6d. Eyery opponent 
of Compulsory Vaccination in the United Kingdom is earnestly invited to join and co- 
operate with the Society. 



Chairman of Committee. 
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Treasurer. 

CORNELIUS PEARSON, Esq., 16 Harpur Street, 
Red Idon Square, W.C. 



Hon. Secretary. 

WALTER HASKEB^ Esq., Gray's Inn Chambers, 
20 High Holbom, W.C. 



Smaxl-Pox is a member of the group of diseases 
described as zymotic, which originate in unwhole- 
some conditions of life, and in common are 
diminished and prevented by the reduction and 
removal of those conditions. 

In times when the laws of health were imper- 
fectly understood, the fanciful discovery was made 
that by poisoning the blood with the virus of small- 
pox or cow-pox, a future attack of small-pox might 
be escaped. While many kindred superstitions in 
medical practice have been discredited and for- 
gotten, Vaccination, because it was endowed by 
the State, has survived, and has entered into legis- 
lation, and is enforced with fine and imprisonment. 
It is in vain for Nonconformists to plead that they 
do not believe that Vaccination has any power to 
prevent or to mitigate small-pox : they are told 
they may believe what they like, but that vac- 
cinated they must be, for the benefit of the rite is 
settled beyond dispute, and that only fools and 
fanatics venture to question what has been 
irrevocably determined. 

It is to attack and overthrow this monstrous 
tyranny that the London Society has been estab- 
lished. The members desire to enlighten the public 
mind as to the history of Vaccination, as to its 
injury in communicating and intensifying other 
diseases, and as to its failure to avert the malady 
against which it is invoked. 

Some, too, whilst disinclined to discuss Vac- 
cination as a medical question, or to suirender 
confidence in its prophylaxy, are opposed to its 
compulsory infliction. They maintain that every 
remedy should be left to justify itself by its own 
efiicacy, and that of all prescriptions the last which 
requires extraneous assistance is Vaccination; for 
its repute is based on the fact that its subjects are 
leonre from miall-pox, and in that security may 



abide indifferent to those who choose to neglect its 
salvation. Even nurses in small-pox hospitals, it is 
said, when efficiently vaccinated and re-vaccinated, 
live unaffected in the variolous atmosphere. There- 
fore, they hold that to compare an nnvaocinated 
person to a nuisance, as is frequently done, is to 
make use of an epithet that implicitly denies the 
virtue asserted for Vaccination: a nuisance being 
a voluntary danger or annoyance which another 
cannot conveniently avoid. They also hold that 
to establish any medical prescription, and to create 
interests identified with that prescription, is to 
erect a bar to improvement; for it is obvious that 
any novelty in the treatment of smaU-pox must, in 
the constitution of human nature, meet with reaia- 
tance from those whose emoluments are vested 
in the established practice. 

The London Society, therefore, claims to enlist 
the energies of those who resist Vaccination as 
useless and mischievous, and of those who, true to 
their faith in liberty, would leave its acceptance to 
the discretion of the individnaL In the controversy 
into which they enter, they propose to employ all 
the familiar agencies wherewith in England re- 
volutions are effected in the public mind and in 
Parliament; and they appeal with confidence for 
the sympathy and support of their countrymen. 
The Vaccination Acts under which they soffer 
have not been enacted with the full cognizance ci 
the nation, but have been forced through indifferent 
Parliaments by the persistency of medical facticm. 
The members of the Society are confident that as 
soon as the truth about Vaccination is fully known 
and appreciated, the freedom they contend for will 
be conceded without fear, and that posterity will 
view with amazement the outrage upon human 
right and reason that is at present oommitted 
under the shadow of EngUah liberty. 
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OCR NEW HOPE. 
Thx IntemftttomJ Anti-VMeination CoBgress 
was a happy coaceptioQ brought to a happy 
issue. In our contest with a superBtition ho 
firmly eBtabliahed a£ vaceiuation, we can afford to 
htae nothing of the strength that oomes of sym- 
pathy and the communion of aoience and eiper- - 
ieuee; andamongmedical men on the Continent 
is to be found much more freedom from routine 
and servile Bubnuseion to authority than ohar- 
aoterieeH the profession in England. We know 
that the fanatical enthusiasm for vaccination, 
which is S/i riguew in every English medical 
assembly, is far from the inner conviction of 
manj in the rank and file, but, be in all trades' 
nnione, it is the audacious leaders who prevail 
and compel assent to propositions and policy to 
whioh the ignoble mass are more or loss indif- 
ferent. It is for this reason that the battle 
against vaccination in England has to be fought 
outside the medical profession, and on the 
assumption that the profession is wholly anta- 
gonistic. It is not so : we have many friends 
inside the profession ; bnt the consequences of 
overt alliance with us are so serions that 
we are satisfied to dispense with assistance 
that can only be rendered at overwhelming 
personal cost. Battening is not confined 
to Sheffield nor Boycotting to Ireland. By 
intercourse with the Continent, however, we 
obtain professional assistance which only ignor- 
ance can despise. We tmst the Congress thus 
initiated may become on annual European and 
American assembly until ite end is consummated 
in the entire withdrawal of State support through- 
ont the world from the Jennerian rite. 

One of our best hopes with regard to the over- 
throw of vaccination consists in its aggressive 
oharaeter. It is established, bat ttie demand is ' 
that it b« more widely established. It cannot I 
ocmtinae aa it is, and we shall be compelled to : 
fight or to nbtiut. Its firmest advocates admit 



that its prophylaxy is limited, and most from 
time to time be renewed. Hence the demand 
for systematic and universal re-vaocdnation. The 
Army, Navy, and Civil Service are all re^vaccin- 
ated, and it logically follows that what is good 
for them must be good for the entire population. 
The demand for universal re- vaccination is con- 
tinually advanced, and retracted as impractic- 
able. Why impracticable, if defensible ? Why 
should what is good for the servants of the State 
be withheld from the multitude 7 There was a 
curious article in the Time* of 16th December 
on London Hmall-Pox, written of course by the 
medical editor, in which all the ordinary 
"crammers" concerning vaccination were re- 
iterated ; as for example — 

" It has been shown, quite clearly and beyond 
dispute, that an eSectuai vaccination in infancy 
confers absolute immimity from small-pox for 
fifteen or twenty years, or even longer; and 
tbftt an effectual re-vaccination at or after the 
age of puberty confers a similar immunity for 
the remainder of life. An effectual vaccination 
may be defined as one which produces at least 
four vesicles, each of whioh runs its natural 
course and leaves a deeply indented cicatrix. 
The conditions of effectu^ re-vaccination ore as 
yet hardly ascertained with entire precision, in 
consequence of the practice being of more recent 
date, BO that there has not been time for the 
collection of all the necessary facts with regard 
to it. The knowledge which has been gained 
of its efficacy is ohieny derived from em^-pox 
hospitals and from the army. All recruits are 
vaccinated or re-vaccinated asa matter of course, 
and those in whom the operation is successful 
do not contract emall-poi. At the hospitals 
every nurse is re-vaccinated when she enters 
upon her duties ; and, notwithstanding daily 
and hourly eiposure to the severest forms of 
contagion, small-pox among these re-vaccinated 
nurses is unknown." 

If so macbhas been shown, "quite clearly and 
beyond dispute,"why not act npon the knowledge, 
and let Parliament pass an Act for Compulsory 
Be-Vaodnation ? The editor says that " in the 
present state of public feeling, the legislative 
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esifioveement of re-Tairemation npon jomig ftdolts 
u manifrntly impossible " ; but why impofigible ? 
I« pablic feeling incorrigible? Hatc medical 
men so Uttle faith in themselTes, and in what 
*^hafl been shown quite clearly and beyond 
dispute/' that they cannot trust their country- 
men to believe them ? When, however, we see 
what their countrymen are expected to believe, 
it is not difficult to understand their hesitation. 
How, for instance, would a statement like this, 
from the same article, Cure in the House of 
Commons under the hands of Mr. Taylor or ^ 
31r. Hopwood? — ; 

"Whereas the legislative enforcement of 
efGectual infantile vaccination, and the careful , 
supervision under which it is carried on, hace 
rendered ninety-five per cent, of the children 
bom within the kut ten years proof against 
smaU-pox, yet these very children cannot be '< 
rendered equally proof against it during the • 
whole course of their lives without re-vaccina- | 
tion ; while the general adult population contains j 
many hundreds of thousands of people who, 
some of them by reason of imperfect vaccination , 
in infEincy, others by reason of the want of ! 
renewal of the vaccine disease after the constitu- 
tional changes incidental to puberty, are liable 
to contract small-pox if they chance to be ex- 
posed to its contagion in any concentrated or 
virulent form. The consequence is that small- 
pox, which was once a disease atta4:hing chil- 
dren, is now almost limited to adolescents or 
adults ; and, as every young child attacked by 
it dies, while a large percentage of adults recover, 
so the mere transfer of its incidence has had an 
enormous influence in diminishing mortaUty." 

A reference to almost any hospital report 
confates these statements. Small-pox continues 
to be a disease of the young, irrespective of vac- 
cination or re-vaccination, and as we advance 
in years we have about as little cause to dread 
the disease personally as we -have to dread 
measles, scarlatina, or whooping-cough. 

The writer of this amazing article affords still 
further insight to his intellectual condition in 
an attempt to excite alarm over the threatened 
increase of small-pox in London. He says that 
*' Politicians see with indifference a mortality in 
London which, if it occurred among semi- 
barbarians in Eastern Europe, would drive 
them far towards real or simulated frenzy"; 
and follows up the outrageous assertion with the 
question, *' Is it not time to remember that the 
lives of our fellow-citizens are also of some 
account, and to promote inquiry into the causes 
of small-pox by which London is periodically 
ravaged ? ** At the root of such remarks is the 
assumption that small-pox mortality in London 
is extraordinary mortality, which by vaccination 
and re-vaccination might be averted ; and it is 



disheartening to think that a fallacy so well 
recognised by g^TiijAri^ng should be palmed off 
on the readers of the Times, The prevalence 
of small-pox in London has never seriously 
affieeted the rate of mortality; indeed, when 
small-pox has been worst, the common health 
has been better than usuaL Small-pox is not 
an extra cause of death, but a substitute for 
other causes of death. The mortality of a com- 
munity can only be reduced by improved sani- 
tary conditions. H the conditions of life remain 
the same, the death-rate of London will continue 
the same, small-pox or no small-pox. Of course 
this truth is intensely distasteful to vaccine- 
mongers, and it cannot be too frequently and 
emphatically enforced. 

How Compulsory Be- Vaccination is to be 
brought about is evidently a question that is 
exercising official wits. The medical editor of 
the Times suggests that ^' The mescal inspectors 
of the Local Government Board, or, still better, 
the members of a judiciously selected Boyal 
Commission, might soon ascertain facts which 
would pave the way for effectual preventive 
legislation." No doubt they would pave the 
way, and it is for us, forewarned, to prevent the 
pavement. We are credited with creating an 
obstructive agitation, which, says the Times, 
*' has now become international " ; and, as we 
started with saying, in international sympathy 
and intercourse, we hope to find strength for still 
more effective resistance to one of the most 
despicable superstitions that ever afflicted the 
minds and bodies of mankind. 



With whom we are Crucified I — Those who 
imply that because a man suffers for obeying 
his conscience he is persecuted, assuredly might 
be forced to conclusions they would certainly 
not adopt. As much can be said for Fenians, 
for Anti-Vaccinators, for adherents of the Com- 
mune, for Nihilist assassins — for every one, in 
short, who from belief in a principle or a 
crotchet defies the law from motives which are 
not in themselves bad. — PaU Mall Gazette, 14th 
December, 1880. 

What is Beasonable Excuse. — Dr. Thomas 
Butterfield, herbalist, of 26 Bye Hill, Newcastie- 
on-Tyne, was summoned on 26th November, 
and claimed to show reasonable excuse under 
the 29ih Section of the Act, for declining to have 
his child vaccinated. When asked for his 
excuse he replied that he had acted as assistant 
to several medical men, had seen the injurious 
effects of vaccination, and entirely disbelieved 
in the practice. The magistrate replied thai 
such excuse was not & reasonable exoose, and 
fined the Doctor 5s. and costs, who rsfiuing to 
pay, a distress warrant was isnied. 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

HOaSB aBEASE AS A SOURCE OF VACCINE. 

In order to complete the account of Jenner's 
awards and the patronage of Vaccination by 
Parliament, we have passed over several matters 
of interest and significance, which we shall 
now proceed to deal with, conamencing with 
the tactics of our hero in relation to Horse 
Grease. 

It will be remembered that in his Inquiry 
published in 1798, Jenner set forth two means 
of security from small-pox, namely, inoculation 
with Cow- Pox and with Horse Grease. It was, 
he said, the conmion belief of the country folk 
around Berkeley that whoever had been poisoned 
with cow-pox could not catch small-pox, and of 
£ftrriers that the like immunity resulted from 
poisoning with horse-grease. Both of these 
opinions Jenner held to be true and advertised 
as worthy of public attention. And he argued 
further, that the pox on the teats of cows was 
not a spontaneous affection, but was derived 
from grease on the heels of horses communi- 
cated by ostlers, who having dressed the horses' 
sores proceeded to milk cows with tmwashed 
hands. Nor did Jenner pretend that this 
derivation of cow-pox from horse-grease was 
his discovery. It also was the common belief 
of his neighbourhood ; and he added for confir- 
mation that cow-pox was unknown in countries 
where ostlers were not employed as milkers. It 
was, too, he thought, additional proof of the 
identity of horse-grease and cow-pox, that they 
raised similar eruptions when inoculated on the 
human body. 

When the Inquiry was published several 
attempts were made to produce pox on the teats 
of cows by inoculating them with horse-grease, 
but in vain ; and the possibility was discredited. 
Moreover, the notion of inoculation with horse- 
grease, either immediately or through the cow, 
was disliked intensely. It was pronounced 
repulsive. Why virus from horses' heels should 
be more repulsive than virus from cows' teats 
was not explained ; but, as we all know, there 
is no accounting for tastes. Many a one who 
eats beef steaks with relish would start with 
disgust from a dish of horse-flesh. A story is 
told of a Wesleyan lady who rebuked a sister 
for wearing feathers in her hat, and was sharply 
referred to the existence of flowers in her own. 
'* Tes, sister dear," was the cogent reply, ** but 
we must draw a line somewhere, and it has 
been diMm at feathers." The line was drawn 



at horse-grease, and the origin of cow-pox as 
asserted by Jenner and his country acquaintance 
was conveniently denied. Jenner was not slow 
to perceive how the wind of opinion was blow- 
ing, and let horse-grease drop. He said not a 
word about it in his petition to Parliament in 
1802, nor did he ever again advance it as a 
reason for consideration. 

Now, why was this? Was it because he had 
ceased to believe that cow-pox originated in 
horse-grease ? or that inoculation with horse- 
grease was not as effective as with cow-pox? 
Not at all ! Why, then, did he not vindicate 
his opinion and confront vulgar prejudice? 
Simply because he had the wit to discern, that 
whilst he might get something out of the 
national purse for the cow-pox recipe, he could 
get nothing for the horse -grease one. As Dr. 
Pearson observed, " The very name of horse- 
grease was like to have wrecked the whole con- 
cern" — an observation that Dr. Mason Good 
confirms in saying, ** The mere idea of using 
the matter of grease from the horse's heel 
excited from the first so deep and extensive a 
disgust that cow-pox inoculation had nearly 
fallen a sacrifice from the supposed union of the 
two diseases." 

It is not to be supposed that I am censuring 
Jenner as a tradesman. If any of us had two 
patents for sale, we should be great fools if we 
declined to take j880,000 for one without the 
other, or suffered one to prejudice the other, or 
tried to inflict any doctrine about them upon 
the purchaser. It is for those who go to market 
to adapt themselves to the market, and remem- 
ber that sellers were made for buyers, and not 
buyers for sellers. Since then the public were 
ready to pay for cow-pox, whilst they shuddered 
at horse-grease, it was not for Jenner to force 
horse-grease upon them. 

Such is mercantile logic; and on its own 
conditions it is irrefragable; but it is not the 
custom to deal with Jenner as a tradesman, 
but as a man of science, and to range him with 
great discoverers, inventors, and benefactors of 
mankind; and here it is that we decidedly 
demur. What, we ask, did he discover ? He 
did not discover that cow-pox prevented small- 
pox : that was the dairy-maids' faith. He did 
not discover that horse-grease prevented small- 
pox : that was the femriers' faith. He did not 
discover that horse-grease on milkers' hands 
begot pox on cows' teats : that was the feurmers* 
conviction. He did not discover that inoculated 
vims could be conveyed from arm to arm : that 
was an existing practice. What then did he 
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diseoTer? He discovered nothing. He did no 
more than take the valgar opinion of his 
neighbourhood to the London market. He 
made a few perfnnotor; experimenta hy way of 
confirmation, advertised them in a book, and 
by good or ill lack the cow-pox notion was 
caught np, and worked to practical issues, 
chi«flj by Dr. George Pearson, who thereby 
incurred the foil malignity of Jenner's jealonay. 

The distinction between a man of science and 
a tradesman is this, that the mind of the one is 
Mt on the extraction of tmth and the other on 
the extraction of profit. The man of science 
does not inquire what the pablic may be pleased 
to know and pay for, but he ascertains and de- 
fines what is bet, and leaves the public to adjust 
themselves thereto as they may find convenient. 
If they reoognise the tmth comntunicated, it 
is well for them ; if they dislike or deny the 
truth, it is ill for them ; but well or ill, the man 
of science is the disinterested expositor of what 
he knows to be true ; not nnfreqnently, when 
his revelation vitally af&onts popular prejudice, 
realising the blessing of those who are perse- 
cuted for God's sake. 

' What therefore we maintain eoneeming Jen- 
net is, that the truth (as we may presume he 
regarded it) he did not fully reveal ; that what 
he did reveal, he saffered to be derided and 
denied ; that he was content to take credit for 
so much of it as was marketable ; whilst all the 
while his private conviction about horse-grease 
remained uuafTected, not only in theory, but in 
dehberate practice. 

It is for ua to establish these assertions. 

First, we say, he did not fully reveal what he 
knew. In 1789 Jenner inoculated his eon, 
Edward, an infant of 18 months, not with cow- 
pox, or with horse-grease, but with swine-pox ; 
and, according to the evidence of his own 
papers, the result was perfectly sattsbctory. 
The child was subsequently inoculated with 
amall-pox on five or six different occasions, and 
always without the slightest effect. According 
to the well-known vorioloas test, he was proof 
against smaU-poi. ' In short, there was nothing 
that Jenner ever adduced in favour of cow-pox 
that was not equally valid of swine-pox. And 
this swine-poi experiment was made nearly ten 
years prior to his advertisement of the mral 
faith in cow-pox and horse-grease. Why, we 
Mk, did he keep back the truth about swine- 
pox ? When cow-pox was scarce, and every 
oow-bouse was explored for virus, why did he 
not recommend swine-pox as an alternative 7 
Why, too, did he refrain from the obvioui 



generalisation, that cow - pox, horse-greaoe, 
swine-pox, and probably other sorts of pox, 
generated fevers, dnring the prevalence of whidi 
inoculation with small-poi was not apt to 
" take " ? The answer is plain. Because he had 
something to sell rather than something to 

In conformity with this oondnct be suffered 
the origin of cow-pox in horse-grease, and the 
specific virtae of grease to be derided and 
denied. " It was fortunate for Dr. Jenner, and 
the triumph of his discovery," wrote Dr. Mason 
Good, "that a minuter attention to the subject 
gave snfficient proof that there was no founda- 
tion for his opinion that cow-pox originated in 
horse-grease, nor that any eonneetion exi«t«d 
between the diseases." ° Bnch wae the con- 
venient medical verdict, which Jenner did not 
venture to disturb, though all the while per- 
suaded of its error. There were failnres to 
inoculate cows with horse-grease, but Thomas 
Tanner, veterinary surgeon, of Bockhampton, 
Oloaeesteiehire, " had the merit," says Dr. 
Boron, " of proving the truth of Jenner's state- 
ment." t He snoceeded in oommanicating the 
disease to the cow from the heel of the horse, 
producing on the cow's teat a complete vaccine 
pustnle. "From handling the cow's teats," 
said Tanner, " I became myself infected and 
had two pustules on my hand, which brought 
on inflammation, and made me unwell for sev- 
eral days. The matter from the cow, and from 
my own hand proved efficacious in infecting 
both human subjects and cattle." J Jenner 
distributed the virus from Tanner, and it oper- 
ated precisely like cow-pox. But the proof did 
not rest with Tanner: others repeated his ex- 
periment with similar isBues. Dr. Loy of 
Whitby published iu 1601 Some ObtervatioHi 
on f '(0 Origin of th« Cow-Pox, in which he con- 
firmed Jenner's country tales, and desotibed 
how (dispensing with the cow) he managed to 
inocnlate patients with horse-grease, prodndng 
pnstules identical with those from oow-poi, and 
subjecting the persons thus equinated to the 
variolous test with complete impnnity. Yet, 
with BO much to fortify him, Jenner kept silent 
He preferred to be adjudged mistaken rather 
than risk the forfeit of pubUo favour and pay. 
Nor might we blame him, had he fr«nUy re- 
asserted the integrity of the Qlouoestershiie 
faith, and allowed that sinoe the public were 
ready to aooept cow-pox without horae-grsaie, 

* StiHfv ^MtMeku, T<^ UL p. le. 
t LV* «fJ*m>*r, Vid. i. p. £U. 
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it waa not for him to stand in the way of im- 
provement by an obstinate defence of what was 
non-essential in practice. 

But the case for horse-grease was yet wider than 
we have stated. Dr. Sacco of Milan was some- 
times described as **the prince of vaccinators'* 
by reason of his enthusiasm, his professional at- 
tainments, and the facilities that were accorded 
to him in the Cisalpine Bepablic of those 
days for aniversal vaccination. He tried to 
generate pox on the cow with grease from the 
horse, but failed, and in 1801 reported to Jenner 
his foilnre. In 1808, however, he cried, Enrekal 
A coachman presented himself at the Milan 
Hospital suffering from an eruption contracted 
in grooming a horse with greasy heels. He was 
at once led off by Sacco to the Foundling Asy- 
lum where nine chUdren were inoculated from 
the vesicles on his hands. On three of the 
children the inoculation '*took," producing 
vesicles which were pronounced to be the same 
as those resulting from cow-pox. The virus was 
propagated from arm to arm, and distributed in 
all directions. Dr. Sacco from thenceforth 
avowed himself a horse-greaser. '* It is now 
admitted and settled,'* he wrote to Jenner from 
Milan, 25th March, 1808, **that grease is the 
cause of vaccine, and we cannot too soon alter 
the designation to equine." 

Was the designation changed to equine ? It 
was not, nor was the attempt made. Those 
chiefly concerned in promoting vaccination in 
England would not hear of horse-grease, and 
many were ready to swear that in the matter of 
pox, the horse and the cow had no connection 
whatever, and that Jenner had too hastily 
assumed the truth of a vulgar west country 
opinion. 

Dr. De Carro of Vienna, who described him- 
self as Jenner's friend and first apostle, having 
effected the first vaccination on the Continent 
and transmitted the first charge of vaccine to 
India, was also a horse-greaser. Whilst Jenner- 
was judiciously holding his tongue about horse- 
grease in England, he wrote to De Carro con- 
gratulating him on his success in conveying 
cow-pox to the East, and ascribing the failure 
of the English attempts to the absurd prejudice 
against horse-grease, which Dr. Loy had however 
completely annihilated. Here are his words 
under date, 28th March, 1808— 

« I am confident that had not the opponents 
of my ideas of the origin of the disease been so 
absurdly clamorous, particularly the pwr mobile 
fratrwn [Pearson and Woodville] the Asiatics 
would long since have enjoyed the blessings of 



vaccination, and many a victim been rescued 
from an untimely grave. The decisive experi- 
ments of Dr. Loy have silenced the tongues of 
these gentlemen for ever." 

How the clamorous opposition to horse-grease 
had deprived Hindoos of the earlier blessing of 
vaccination, we are left to conjecture. Perhaps 
he meant that horse-grease would have borne 
transit to India better than cow-pox, or that the 
Hindoos themselves might have resorted to 
horses with greasy heels. 

In reply, 22nd April, 1808, De Carro wrote 
to Jenner commending his moderation in main- 
taining silence toward his antagonists — ^little 
apprehending the motives of that silence. Pear- 
son 's conduct, he thought, bordered on insanity. 
"I am extremely glad," he continued, "that 
you have treated it with the contempt it deserves, 
though I am happy to see that your friends have 
exposed his ridiculous and malevolent designs.'* 

De Carro was intimate with Sacco of Milan 
and from him received virus derived from horse- 
grease, which he used indiscriminately with 
cow-pox, until in Vienna it was unknown who 
were vaccinated and who equinated.* 

De Carro was also in correspondence with Dr. 
La Font, a French physician, established at 
Salonica, who likewise was a horse-greaser. 
He discovered that the Macedonian farriers 
recognised three sorts of grease in horses, 
called in general javar^, and discriminated as 
Vecrouelleux, le phlegtnoneuxt et le variolique,\ 
With the variolous grease, La Font inoculated 
two boys, and from them other children, repro- 
ducing exactly the experience of Loy of Whitby 
and Sacco of Milan. De Carro in communicating 
La Font's success to Jenner, 21st June, 1808, 
observed, ** These particulars, I hope, wiU 
silence all those who still doubt the truth of your 
doctrine as to the connection of grease, cow-pox, 
and small-pox " — ^Jenner holding that small-pox 
was a malignant variety of cow-pox, whilst cow- 
pox came out of horse-grease. 

Notwithstanding these confirmations and his 
boast that the opposition of Pearson and Wood- 
ville was silenced for ever, Jenner suffered 
judgment to go against him. He recognised 
that it was expedient that the connection between 
horse-grease and cow-pox should be denied. He 
had his bill to settle with the English public, 
and it was not for him to make difficulties. A 
curious evidence of how thoroughly the unpopular 



* Copland*! MedieaJl ZHetUmafy.—Aii. VaodnfttloiL 
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tmth was suppressed is famished by Dr. Robert 
Willan's treatise On Vctccine Inoculation pub- 
lished in 1806. There is not a word or hint in 
it concerning horse-grease. The treatise was 
the work of a competent physician, who set forth 
what was known of vaccination (from the stand- 
point of belief) with fulness and clearness, 
accompanied with an appendix of letters and 
reports from Jenner himself, from Pearson and 
other experts in the new practice — bnt as to 
horse-grease, the silence was absolute. How 
the disagreeable truth was so effectually covered 
up, is more than we can accoxmt for. It was 
not mentioned in the debates in Parliament, nor 
was it referred to in the reports of the Colleges 
of Physicians and Surgeons, nor did the opponents 
of vaccination use it with the force that might 
have been expected. One explanation is, that 
Jenner's Inquiry never entered into general 
circulation, that no popular edition ever appeared, 
and that it was only known at second-hand; 
and that the leading representatives of vaccina- 
tion so boldly disowned horse-grease and Jenner*s 
authority in ascribing cow-pox to its parentage, 
that there was no use in charging them with it ; 
whilst all the while Jenner offered no open 
resistance to those who contemned him for one 
mistake, but exhausted the language of adulation 
on his merits. Thus we suppose it came to pass 
that at the end of twenty years Dr. Mason Good, 
as the exponent of orthodox medical faith, felt 
justified in asserting that there was no foundation 
for the opinion that cow-pox originated in horse- 
grease, nor that any connection existed between 
the diseases, and that it was fortunate for Jenner 
and the triumph of his discovery that the facts 
were so. 

Jenner was silenced, but was he convinced ?^ 
How could he be convinced? Horse -grease as 
the origin of cow-pox might be voted detestable 
and -impossible, but there was the evidence of 
the country folk, confirmed by Tanner, Loy, I 
Sacco, De Carro, and La Font, and though a 
weak man may be put down, or think it worth 
while to be accounted mistaken, yet, in the 
stillness of his mind, he knows that facts are 
facts whatever may be said to the contrary. 
When, therefore, Jenner had filled his purse, 
obtaining all he could expect from pubHc favour, 
and was clear of London, and the oppression of 
its savansj he reverted to his first opinion as 
true — true and untrue, true with a distinction, 
which we shall presently define. Writing to 
James Moore, Director of the National Vaccine 
Establishment, from Berkeley on 28rd July, 
1818, he observed — 1 



*'You seem not perfectly satisfied that the 
origin of vaccine is clearly made out. For my 
part, I should think that Ley's experiments, 
independently of my own observations, were 
sufficient to establish it, to say nothing of 
Sacco's and others on the Continent. However, 
I have now fresh evidence, partly foreign and 
partly domestic. The latter comes from Mr. 
Melon, a surgeon of repute at Lichfield. He 
has sent me some of his equine virus, which I 
have been using from arm-to-arm for two 
months past, without observing the smallest 
deviation in the progress and appearance of the 
pustules from those produced by the vaccine.*' 

And in a subsequent note of 1st August, he 
repeated — 

'*Deab Moobe, — I have been constantly 
equinating for Eome months, and perceive not 
the smallest difference between the pustules 
thus produced and the vaccine. Both are alike, 
because they come from the same source.'* 



To Moore again he wrote from Cheltenham, 
27th October, 1818— 

'* I am sorry you have not succeeded in infect- 
ing a cow. I have told you before t?iat the 
matter which flows from the fissu/ree in the 
horse's heel will do nothing. [Note the obser- 
vation I have placed in italics.] The vims is 
contained in vesicles on the edges and the 
surrounding skin. 

*' Did I ever inform you of the curious result 
of vaccinating carters ? From their youth these 
men have the care of horses used for ploughing 
our com lands ; and great numbers have come 
to me from the hills to be vaccinated, but the 
half have proved insusceptible. On inquiry, 
many of them have recollected having sores on 
their hands and fingers firom dressing horses 
affected with sore heels, and being so ill as to 
be disabled from work ; and on several of their 
hands, I have found the cicatrix as perfect and 
characteristically marked as if it nad arisen 
from my own vaccination.** 

Then we have a memorandum of Jenner's, 
dated 1st April, 1817, wherein he thus traces 
the course of the virus — 

'* Rise and progress of the equine matter from 
the farm of Allen at WanselL From a horse to 
Allen ; from Allen to two or three of his milch 
cows; from the cows to James Cole, a young 
man who milked at the farm ; firom James Cole 
to John Powell bv inoculation from a vesicle on 
the hand of Cole; and to Anne Powell, an 
infant ; from Powell to Samuel Rudder ; firom 
Rudder to Sophia Orpin, and to Henry Martin ; 
from H. Martin to Elizabeth Martin. All this 
went on with perfect regularity for eight 
months, when the virus became intermixed 
with other matter, so that no journal was kept 
afterwards. Proof was obtained of the patients 
being duly protected** — 

Which was to say, that they were subseqaently 
inoonlated with small-pox without efibot Among 
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Jenner's papers, there were other entries to the 
same purpose, thus — 

•• nth May, 1817, — Took matter from Jane 
King (equine direct) for the National Vaccine 
Establishment. The pustules beautifully cor- 
rect." 

This equine virus from Jane King was exten- 
sively diffused. It was, we see, sent to London ; 
it was also sent to Edinburgh ; * and Dr. Baron 
says he had suppHes of it for use in the Glou- 
cester Infirmary. Baron relates that in the 
following year, he was able to return the gift, 
having obtained virus from the hands of a boy 
infected directly from the horse. Here is 
Jenner*s acknowledgment of the present, dated 
25th April, 1818— 

'* My Dear Baron, — Yesterday H. Shrapnell 
brought me the equine virus and your drawing, 
which conveys so good an idea of tlie disease, 
that no one who has seen it can doubt that the 
vesicles contain the true and genuine life- 
preserving fluid. I have inserted some of it 
into a child's arm ; but I shall be vexed if some 
of your young men at the Infirmary have not 
done the same with the fluid fresh from the 
boy's hand." 

It is surely unnecessary to adduce further 
evidence of what was Jenner's mature faith and 
deliberate practice. Further, it is manifest that 
to the end of his career he held that pox in the 
cow was not only derived from disease in the 
horse, but that it was exclusively derived from 
the horse, and, that apart from the horse, cow- 
pox would cease to exist. Owing to the multi- 
plication of vaccination failures, it began to be 
conjectured that vaccine might be worn out by 
transmission from arm-to-arm, and that a 
reversion to the cow might be expedient ; and 
discussing the question in a letter to Moore, 
dated 5th March, 1816, Jenner advanced the 
objection — 

•* If there were a real necessity for a renova- 
tion, I know not what we should do; for the 
precautions of the farmers with respect to their 
horses, have driven the cow-pox from their 
herds." 

Why did not Moore rejoin. Where was the 
difficulty ? Suppose pox driven from the herds, 
what conceivable reason was there for anxiety 
when the cow had become a demonstrated 
superfluity? — when, in Jenner's own words, 
•*tiie true and genuine life-preserving fluid" 
was drawn direct from horses' heels? Ex- 
cept for the perpetuation of imposture, the cow 
in the case had ceased to have any value what- 
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ever. But, as so often happens with quacks, 
their minds had become so saturated with their 
own humbug that there was nothing left for 
common-sense. 

Having thus proved our assertions concerning 
Jenner, it may be reasonably asked, How was 
it that some got cow-pox by means of horse- 
grease when others could not ? for, it may be 
argued, that if cow-pox issued straight and 
invariably from inoculated horse-grease, not 
even the most resolute prejudice against horse- 
grease could have permanently kept back the 
truth. 

The answer is, that cow-pox never came out 
of what is commonly known as horse-grease. 
The statement made by Jenner in his Inquiry 
of 1798 that— 

**The limpid fluid which issues from the 
small cracks or fissures in the inflamed and 
swollen horse's heel" — 

infected cows and begot pox was a blunder, 
which he explicitly reversed fifteen years after- 
wards in his letter to Moore of 27th October, 
1818, already cited — 

**I am sorry," he wrote, "you have not 
succeeded in infecting a cow. I have told you 
before that the matter which flows from the 
fissures in the horse's heel will do nothing. It 
is contained in vesicles and the surrounding 
skin." "^ 

Jenner, we have always to remember, was a 
slovenly investigator, not apt to take pains, but 
apt to eke out observation with invention. His 
friend, *' honest Jack Baron of Gloucester," who 
himself inoculated with horse virus unmodified 
by the cow, actually wrote Jenner's life in two 
volumes, and not imtil the work was ready for 
the binder did he discover that he was in error 
in common with his master in ascribing cow- 
pox to grease! Such was the intellectual 
muddle in which these prophets of vaccination 
operated ! In a note stuck at the end of the 
second volume, we have the following amazing 
confession, made, remember, in 1888, fifteen 
years after the chief conjurer's death — 

** I take this opportunity of expressing my 
regret that I have employed the word Grease 
in alluding to the disease in the horse. Variola 
EquincB is the proper designation. It has no 
necessary connection with the Qrease, though 
the disorders frequently co-exist. This circum- 
stance at first misled Dr. Jenner, and it has 
caused much misapprehension and confusion." f 

Here we have the secret and desired explana- 
tion. It was out of horse-pox, and not out of 

'^ Baron's Life of Jenner ^ Vol. ii., p. 800. 
t Ih.f p. 450, 
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hone-grewe, Out oow-poi vas derived, and in 
oonfonnding grease with poi, Jenner mystified 
himaelf and others, and obsonred the whole 
dootrin* of vaccination. The Maoedonian far- 
rien who in 1803 informed La Font that they 
reoognised three aorte of greaae, and one of them 
variolons, were more accurate observera than 
the Olonoestershire farmers whose opinion 
Jenner lazily retailed. Whether he had any 
clear apprehension of his own blander, we can- 
not tell. We have seen how long it took his 
biographer, Baron, to find it out. TIuh is 
oertoin, that ha made no public attempt to set 
right what he had so egregiouslj sat wrong. 

Lastly we may inquire, what is the present 
state of opinion as to horse.greaee and cow-pox. 
When difficult questions are asked, we usually 
turn to our oyeloptedias, and taking down 
Hooper's Lexicon Medieum, 8tb ed. 1848, Art. 
Cow-pox, we read — 

" It is now asoertained that the horse and the 
now each famish, independently of the other, a 
vinu capable of oominnnicating genuine cow- 
pox to the hnman subject." 

Qenaine oow-poz commonicated by a horse is 
surely a ball of the first magnitude! The 
Eneyetoptedia Britannica, 8th ed. 1860, Art. 
Vaccination, lllumiiiateB ns thus— 

" It is now to be regarded as an established 
faot, that grease and cow-pox ore the same 
oomplaint, modified by the oonstitntioa of the 
f(nim|>.ln in whlcL they occur." 

An established &at, indeed! — es^bliahed in 
quieksandt In cyolopiedias we shall find little 
help in this inquiry. 

Some say the Gloucestershire fiirmers and 
Jenner were correct in attributing cow-pox to 
horse-grease, and that they can only be charged 
with mistake in the matter of nomenclature. 
When they said horse-grease, they meant horse- 
pox, not discriminating between maladies that 
sometimes ooenrred together. No one now 
believes that the affection recognised by veteri- 
narians as "grease" ever originated cow-pox. 
The same mral authorities, including Jenner, 
held that where there was no horse-pox, there 
could be no cow-pox ; but, so fat as we can 
make out, that conclusion is surrendered. Pox 
on the horse may generate pox on the cow, but 
the cow may have pox without the horse. 

■<In this respect only was Jenner in error," 
says Mr. George Fleming, Army Veterinary 
Inspector. "The two diseases are perfectly 
independent of each other. Cow.pox appears 
where there are no horses, or posaible contact 
with boraes ; and may afCeot a number of oowe 



in a dairy wbUe the horses are entirely fi«e 
firom horse-pox." * 

At this point comes the tug of war. If oows 
have pox, how do they contract the malady? 
Speaking at the London Conferenoe on Animal 
Vaccination in December, 1879, Profeeaor J. B. 
Simonds, Principal of the Royal Veterinary 
College, said — 

" His contention was, that the exiileDoe of 
cow-pox had to be proved. Jenner's account of 
the disease was an illusion. In hie experience 
among animals for forty yean, he had never 
seen a ease of cow-pox, and he did not believe 
that any form of variola belonged to the bovine 
race. Sheep were afOioted with pox, bat not 
cattle. They heard of cow-pox, but who ever 
heard of bull-pox ? And was it credible that 
a disease should be confined to cows and never 
attack bulla and steers 7 Let any one point out 
an affection of females that did not extend to 
the males of the same species." 

Professor Simonds and others believe that 
eow-poi as described by Jenner was a parasitic 
affection of small-pox, probably commnnioated 
by milkers ; and that Ceely, Badoock, and 
others did systematically, what had been done 
inadvertently, when they inoculated cattle with 
small-pox in order to oraate virus for vaodnation. 
On the other hand, those who assert the 
independent existence of cow.pox, hold no terms - 
with this heresy. As Dr. Cameron says, " We 
can no more make small-pox into oow-pox than 
by stunting an oak-tree we oan make it a gooae- 
berry bush." Fortunately we have no call to 
pronounce judgment on the eontrover^. The 
more it rages, the- better we like it, and if only 
the combatants disposed of each other as did the 
Kilkenny oats, we might not be very sony. 

A last word as to hoiHe-pox. There seema to 
be little doubt that when inooolated on man it 
gives rise to vesicles indistinguishable from those 
raised by oow-pox. In 1868 Professor Bonley of 
Alfort produced pox on a cow by inoculating it 
with pox fivm a horse, and with the virus bom 
the cow children were successfully vaoeinated. 
In the TranMoctiontofiheOlinitMU 8ocMg,Y6L 
X,, Mr. John Langton, describes the case of a 
groom who came to 8t. Bartholomew's Ho^ital, 
20th March, 1877, with an eruption caught from 
a horse exaotiy like that induced by vaccina- 
tion ; and there could be no question, aays Mr. 
Langton, that the disease was the same as that 
described by Jenner as grease. 

There is much lymph in cnrrency aa vaoeine 
that is equine, and many of as are equinated irtio 
suppose oonelves vaccinated ; and it might ba 
argued that we have been saved from ■miill-pox 
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by reason of our equination. Why with all the 
notorions fiailures of yaooination, and of re-vac- 
cination, some of the more audacions medical 
quacks do not recommend horse -pox as an 
infallible alternative, is not easy to understand. 
It would be a Napoleonic stroke ; nor is it im- 
probable that before yaccination is surrendered 
the attempt will be made. How easily it 
might be asserted that vaccination is a failure 
in so far as it has lost the original virtue of 
equination, and that the remedy is to dismiss 
the cow and revert to the horse, from whose 
poxy heels, as the immortal Jenner observed, 
there issues **the true and genuine life-pre- 
serving fluid.*^ The oracle might be worked 
thus — 

'* Let us hear no more of pure lymph from the 
calf, too often, alas! an illusion. Sure and 
certain salvation from small-pox can only be 
guaranteed to those inoculated with pure pox 
from the horse. Come then to the horse, the 
horse with pox I Come quickly ! Come your- 
selves I Come with your wives I Come with 
your children t Come and be saved by horse- 
pox from the loathsome pestilence that deci- 
mates the human race and brings myriads to 
nntimely graves! '* 



A MiBACULOUS Doctor! — Lecturing at the 
London Institution on 9th December, upon 
"The Germination and Propagation of Dis- 
ease" Dr. Lionel Smith Beale, F.K.S. observed, 
"I firmly beheve that if we had satisfactory 
legislation, we should in five years succeed in 
stopping small- pox. The way to prevent it is of 
course by vaccination. There is great prejudice 
against vaccination — unreasonable prejudice; 
but no tlioughtfol and experienced person could 
disprove the fact that vaccination is a sure safe- 
guard against small-pox. I have myself been 
vaccinated ten times, and I am about to be 
vaccinated again as small -pox is now rife." 
**Afeard o' his complexion," said Mrs. Brown, 
"but would have thought a man o' his years 
had more sense." Bless the Doctor ! say we. 
Our work would be much easier if more vac- 
cinators were as outspoken concerning the sure 
safeguard that is never sure. 

lUos AND Fevers. — At Maidstone an attempt 
has been made to trace zymotic diseases to the 
rag shops — an old and favourite superstition. 
In refutation Jacob and Nicholson of Tooley 
Street write — ** We have been in the rag trade 
for years, and do a large business, both export 
and import, and we have never known contagious 
diseases emanate from either English or foreign 
rags. The trade in London employs many 
hands, yet we have never heard of any illness 
that oould be traced to rags, and therefore 
consider the fears of the Maidstone Local Board 
perfectly groundless. — lit December ^ 1880." 



THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 
The First Congress of Opponents to Compulsory 
Vaccination was held in the Salle des Con- 
ferences, Paris, on 11th, 12th, and 18th Decem- 
ber. Tiie meeting had been anticipated with 
much interest in England, the Continent, and 
America. Letters of sympathy were received 
from nearly every country in the world where 
vaccination is enforced. A letter from Prol 
F. W. Newman was received with especial 
favour, and was published in the Echo, and 
cited in the Paris correspondence of the Times 
and Daily Telegraph, In a communication to 
the Executive Committee, Professor Newman 
observed, "Wonderful as is the proceeding to 
which Misrule diives us, I am certainly very 
glad that there should be a concerted resistance 
against Compulsory Vaccination in many 
nations, and the whole movement has my 
sympathy." Among the more notable corre- 
spondents were Mr. Herbert Spencer, who 
sent a contribution towards the expenses ; the 
Countess de NoaiUes ; Mr. P. A. Siljestrom of 
Stockholm ; Mr. P. A. Taylor, M.P. ; Mr. C. H. 
Hopwood, Q.C., M.P. ; Mr. Arthur Otway, M.P. ; 
Dr. Garth Wilkinson ; Herr. W. Born, Magde- 
burg; Dr. August Reichensporger, Member of 
the Reichstag, Berlin ; Dr. J. Emery Coderre, ' 
Montreal; Dr. Alexander Wilder, Professor of 
Physiology, New York ; Signer Damiani, Naples ; 
Mr. Wm. Young, London ; and Mr. Alexander 
Wheeler, DaiUugton. 

The following is the list of Delegates : — 

Dr. Hubert Boens, President. 
Belgium — 

M. DE JoNQHE, Brussels. 

Dr. Hubert Boens, Charleroi. 

Michel de Ghittelles, „ 
England — 

George S. Gibbs, Darliugton. 

WiLUAM Tebb, London. 

TnoMAs Baker, „ 
Germany — 

Dr. a. Oidtmann, Linnich. 

Dr. Th. Schoppe, Bonn. 

August Zoppritz, Stuttgart. 
Switzerland — 

Rod Preiswirk, Basle. 

Prof. Adolf Vogt, Berne. 
Holland— 

• Prof. Hoedmaker, D.D., Amsterdam. 

Prof. Fabius, D.J., 

President Hovy, 
France — 

Dr. J. Jam, Paris. 

Dr. E. Labbee, „ 

Dr. E. de Lambert, Paris. 

J. T. Martheze, Seine et Oise, 

M. Labbee, Secretary OeneraX, 

The United States was represented by Mr, 
William Tebb in his capacity of Corresponding 
Secretary of the New York League by request 
of Dr. Alexander Wilder, the President. 

On Friday, the 10th, a preliminary meeting 
of the Delegates was held at the office of the 
ReveU Medical^ and after a pleasant interchange 
of ideas concerning the important matter that 
had brought them together, Mr. William Tehb 
delivered in French the following address — 
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** Gentlemen, — I regret that my knowledge of 
your precise and expressive language is so 
limited that I cannot trust myself to speak to 
you in French without notes. I will briefly say 
that the question of Compulsory Vaccination is 
of the highest importance, as it concerns the 
happiness and well-being of all civihsed nations. 
There are abundant indications (some of which 
will be enumerated in the address which I shall 
have the honour to deliver to you to-morrow, 
showing the position and prospects of the anti- 
vaccination movement* in Great Britain) that 
this is in short tlie question of the hour, and 
nothing can resist the sweUing tide of opposition 
which is manifested wherever medical pre- 
scription is enforced upon unwilhng peoples; 
wliich opposition will increase in volume and 
force until all compulsory legislation is repealed. 
It is a great satisfaction to my colleagues and 
myself to be permitted to unite with you to-day 
to contribute a share towards this desirable 
consummation. It has been estimated that at 
least two-thirds of the people of Great Britain 
are opposed to State medicine, which they be- 
lieve is as intolerant and more objectionable 
than compulsory creeds, and they submit to it 
only under compulsion. Vaccination has long 
since been proved a mischievous delusion, and 
has only been sustained by subsidies, endow- 
ments, false statistics, and the suppression of the 
truth. It will be the duty of this Congress to 
throw light upon and expose these mystifications; 
to urge upon the chiefs of all governments where 
compulsion exists the duty of appointing com- 
petent and unbiassed commissioners to inquire 
into the overwhelming evidence against vaccina- 
tion which everywhere abounds; to counsel 
resistance to the tyrannical encroachments of the 
powerful medical priesthood, who, not content 
with enforcing vaccination,are everywhere urging 
compulsory re- vaccination, with more stringent 
and cruel Itfws for non-submission. Having 
myself been thirteen times summoned before 
the Pohce Courts of London in company with 
thieves, drunkards, garrotters, wife-beaters, and 
other breakers of the law, for daring to protect 
the health of my youngest child from the em- 
poisoned lancet of the vaccinator, I am in a 
position to feel for those who, both in England 
and elsewhere, are harassed, ruined, or im- 
prisoned for resisting the same odious tyranny. 
Let us one and all resolve — by means of the 
press, by discussions and public meetings, by 
the formation of Anti-Compulsory Vaccination 
Leagues ever3rwhere — unceasingly to continue 
this righteous agitation, so well begun, and 
already so far advanced. Let us give our 
legislative representatives and chiefs of govern- 
ments no rest imtil all these intolerant Acts, 
which are a disgrace to our pretended civilisa- 
tion, are effaced from their several statute books." 

Various suggestions were made for the con- 
duct of the conferences about to be held. The 
tables were covered with anti- vaccination Utera- 
ture chiefly from Germany and England. Dr. 
Oidtmann of Linnich, the author of a dozen or 
more works on the medical and statistical side 
of the question, produced a series of diagrams 
prepared with that patience and accuracy of de- 



tail for which his countrymen are distinguished, 
indicating the increase of measles and other 
zymotic diseases in proportion as vaccination 
had. been made obUgatory, and the fluctuating 
character of small-pox in Germany, irrespective 
of vaccination or re-vaccination. Similar tables 
showing the incidence of Vaccination and 
small-pox in Sweden, the largest mortality 
having occurred in 1857-8, after forty-two years 
of enforced vaccination. These valuable tables 
prepared by Mr. P. A Siljestrom of Stock- 
holm can be obtained gratuitously at the office 
of the London Society for the Abohtion of Com- 
pulsory Vaccination, and we would recommend 
their use to public lecturers and others. 

On Saturday the Delegates had an audience 
at the Palais d'Elys^e with M. Duhamel, the 
President's Secretary, and on Monday, with 
M. Girerd, Minister of Commerce and Agri- 
culture, and M. Constans, Minister of the 
Interior. After the Delegates had been in- 
troduced by M. Lab^e, Dr. Hubert Boens 
gave in each case a concise r^sum^ of the 
grounds of contention against the enforcement 
of medical theories by the State, the object of 
the Deputation being to forewarn the Govern- 
ment against M. Lerville*s bill for compulsory 
re-vaccination and any other projet de lot for 
the like purpose. Dr. Boens urged that the 
facts presented might be carefully examined bv 
an impartial conunittee before the onphysiologi- 
cal practice is further imposed on the people. Dr. 
Boens among other figures cited Dr. Pearce*s 
celebrated statistics, and mentioned that the 
Delegates proposed to send a collective Memorial 
to the French and all other Governments by 
whom Vaccination is enforced. M. Constans in 
reply said that he would see that the representa- 
tions made and the facts brought forward were 
duly considered ; and that he did not think it 
would be possible to put any further constraint 
on the people of France in the matter of 
vaccination. 

Mr. Wm. Tebb presented to M. Girerd, Minister 
of Commerce a copy of the recent ParUamentary 
Betum of InfiEtnt Mortahty, No. 76, February, 
1880, showing that syphilis had increased from 
472 per million in infants under one year in 1847, 
to upwards of 1700 in 1878. It was upon these 
alarming figures that Mr. Hibbert the Under 
Secretary to the Local Government Board 
recently avowed that the Government had been 
led to bring in their bill last session for linniting 
cumulative penalties for non-vaccination. Mr. 
Tebb handed to M. Constans a copy of his 
pamphlet ** Our Legislators on the Vaccination 
Question,** and to each Minister an Analysis of 
the Parliamentary Betum, No. 488, Session 
1877 which has been so shamefully ignored by the 
English Government and by the English press. 

On Monday the Congress was addressed by 
Mr. George S. Gibbs of Darlington. He said that 
it was peculiarly appropriate that the League 
should meet in Paris in such a degree of strength 
as might possibly induce the French Goyemmexit 
to resist the proposal made by a Deputy that 
Vaccination should be compulsory in ^Vance for 
infants of six months old, with a r^titioii c^ 
the process at the age of ten years. The expm* 
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enoe of England was not encouraging from the 
vaccinator's point of view, for recently one of 
the Government Inspectors reported that he had 
been examining a great many workhouse chil- 
dren under seven years of age, with regard to 
their vaccination and did not find ** efficient" 
marks on more than 420 out of 1876 ; and in a 
recent number of the Lancet a comparison of 
small-pox mortality of children under five years 
of age within the last twelve months was made 
for London, Dublin, and Paris, the proportions 
per cent, of total small-pox mortality being for 
each place 29*2, 84*5 and 26*4, from which it will 
be seen that fewer died where there was freedom, 
than where the practice was enforced. He further 
drew attention to the fact that the statistics of any 
country which furnished the number of births, 
the vaccinations, the small-pox cases, and the 
small-pox deaths for the several localities, would 
if calculated into proportions at once demonstrate 
the uselessness of the practice. This was not- 
ably the case with France, the statistics of which 
country he had calculated in the way mentioned 
for three years and published the result in 1870. 
It was generally conceded that vaccination did 
not prevent the occurrence of small-pox but the 
idea of mitigation was still entertained. This 
was more or less based on hospital statistics 
which, while showing the majority of patients 
to have been vaccinated, represents these as 
dying in smaller proportions than the unvac- 
cinated ; but the history of small-pox shows that 
the people in small-pox hospitals in the last 
century died at the rate of not more than 18 per 
cent., and the total deaths in small-pox hospitals 
now is from 16 to 20 per cent., that is practically 
the same ; but in order to show a mitigation in 
the vaccinated, it is asserted that the un vaccin- 
ated die at rates varying from 85 to 50 per cent., 
a statement perfectiy incredible by anybody 
cog^nisant of the character of the disorder, and 
of the rule followed by hospital surgeons of 
classifying the patients by the visibility or non- 
visibility of vaccination marks. 

Among the papers received by the Congress 
was one from Professor A. Vogt, of Berne 
University, ** On the Absence of Scientific Data 
for the immunity from Small-Pox claimed for 
Vaccination." The Professor showed that in a 
re-vaccinated army corps in Algeria the attacks 
of small-pox were three times more numerous 
than in the civil population of the same district. 
In another paper, Mr. P. A. Siljestrom, of 
Stockholm, maintained " that the mean rate of 
mortality, under similar sanitary conditions, 
does not widely vary, though at different times 
the work of death is effected by different diseases ; 
that small-pox epidemics do not increase the 
general mortality ; that in Sweden vaccination 
has always shown itself to be weak when small- 
pox was strong ; and that the official statistics 
prove that vaccination has tended to increase 
the liabiUty to small-pox epidemics." Dr. W. 
J. Collins contributed a paper on '* The Theory 
and Practice of Vaccination"; and Mr. Wm. 
Tebb another on "The Present Position and 
Prospects of the Revolt against Compulsory 
Vaccination in England " ; and Dr. A. Oidtmann 
delivered an address ** On the Present State of 



Vaccination in Germany," in which he stated 
that a majority of the members of the Reichstag 
in Berlin were opposed to the enforcement of vac- 
cination, and that the repeal of the compulsory 
acts might be accomplished next year if only the 
opponents of State medicine (of whom there 
were hundreds of thousands) would keep up their 
agitation. Professor Hoedmaker, D.D., of the 
Free University, Amsterdam, gave an interesting 
account of the present poE^ition of the question 
in Holland, in which he mentioned that many 
of the people regarded the enforcement of vacci- 
nation as an invasion of conscience and freedom, 
and loudly demanded the repeal of Acts which 
excluded their unvaccinated children from the 
public schools, keeping them in enforced ignor- 
ance, or putting their parents to the expense of 
private education. Dr. t'abius. Professor of Juris- 
prudence, Amsterdam, denounced the cruelty of 
inflicting diseases upon healthy organisms by 
the State, and referred to Dr. Capcbdose's able 
work against vaccination, written fifty years 
ago, when he stood alone against the per- 
nicious medical nostrum. Papers were read 
from Dr. E. Haughton on ** How the Vaccina- 
tion Delusion is kept up"; from Dr. T. L. 
Nichols "On Vaccination and the Laws that 
compel its adoption in the United States"; 
and by Mr. Thomas Baker, of Wokingham. 
Dr. H. Schoppe, of Bonn, contributed a valuable 
memoir, printed in French, '* On the Maladies 
occasioned by Vaccination," being the result of 
three years of investigation in the children's 
hospitals of Vienna. Lastly, but not least, an 
excellent paper was received from Mr. H. D. 
Dudgeon, of Quom, written in English and 
French. To several of these contributions to 
enlightenment in physiology we shall return, 
and reproduce them in whole or in part, as we 
have space and opportunity. 

A memorial is now in course of preparation 
by the Executive Conamittee embodying the 
main facts of contention against vaccination, as 
gathered from the evidence brought before the 
Congress. This will be submitted to all the 
Delegates for approval, and will then be sent 
to the chiefis of all nations in which the rite 
of vaccination is obligatory. 

The proceedings closed with an admirable 
address from the President ; and the following 
international conm[iittee was chosen to arrange 
for a Congress in 1881 to be held in Paris, 
Cologne, Brussels, London, or Berne, as may be 
deemed convenient and expedient. 

Committee : 

Germany — Dr. A. Oid tmann. 

France — Dr. E. Labbee. 

England — Mr. Wm. Tebb. 

Holland — Dh. Kuypeb. 

Belgium — Dr H. Boens. 

Bussia — Dr. Beitz. 

Austria — Count Zedwitz. 

Sweden — Mr. P. A. Siljestrom. 

Italy — SiONOR Damiani. 

United States — Prof. B. A. Gunk, M.D. 

M. Labbee hopes to be able to publish an entire 
report of the Congressional proceedings. 
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A more detailed report of these important 
proceedings is now being published weekly in 
Le Be veil Medical^ commencing December 18th, 
and a full report including the valuable address 
of President Boens, the reply of Minister Con- 
stans, and the speeches, letters, and memoires 
will be printed in a volume by M. Labb^e. 
Those who require copies are requested to send 
their names as early as possible to Mr. Walter 
Hasker, 20 High Holbom, London, or to Dr. E. 
Labb^e, 59 bis, Bue Pigalle, Paris. Beports of 
the proceedings have appeared in Galignani's 
Messenger f Le Bappel^ the Continental Gazette ^ 
Le Courrier de V Ev/rope, the Cologne Zeitung, 
and many other papers. 

MB. ERNEST HART ON THE CONGRESS. 

A few hair-brained fanatics, who make so 
much noise here as anti-vaccinationists, dissatis- 
fied with the crushing repulse with which they 
have been met in this country, are carrying theii' 
campaign abroad. It is not probable, however, 
that the ministers in France will be deceived as 
to the character of this senseless crusade of a 
few irrational beings, or that an international 
movement will have relatively any greater 
weight than the national movement. There will 
be found in every country a few irrational 
persons who indulge in crusades against reason, 
and by widening the scope of territory it is 

Eossible to add to their number. Frenchmen, 
owever, must remember that Mr. Peter Taylor, 
M.P., and his half-dozen coadjutors, represent 
nobody or nothing in this country but their own 
crotchets. — British Medical Journal^ ISth Dec. 



From Prof. F. W. Newman. 

Dear Sir, — You ask of me a letter to be read 
at the approaching Congress in Paris against 
Compulsory Vaccination. I have no special 
acquaintance with small-pox, or with what is 
called vaccine. I have no child to protect 
against blood pollution. But I have seen an in- 
fant miserably perishing from erysipelas induced 
by the surgeon's puncture, and the mother 
wasted by watching day and night over the 
babe's agonies. As an Englishman, and a man 
of common sense, I deplore and denounce this 
tyrannical, this usurping law. To forbid perfect 
health, as the law does, I hold to be beyond the 
legitimate power of any legislature, extra vires^ 
as the phrase is. StiU, it would not seem my 
special duty to step forward, were not the richer 
classes of England so fatuously bent to obey 
the medical faculty in this and other equally 
shameful, if not more shameful, demands, while 
the newspaper Press seems so frightened about 
anything which should split up the Liberal 
Party, that they act the very illiberal part of 
inserting the subtle and often false statements 
of the advocates of this tyranny, and habitually 
refuse admission of replies. You and I know 
that this is not at all the way of strengthening 
the Liberal Party. To say, ** Down with Truth 
and Justice except where we can use them as 
pleas for our own predominance," is to under- 
mine that predominance. Men twenty years 
my junior can remember the enormous changes 



of medical practice. At the age of twenty- 
seven I had 220 leeches put upon me, and in 
remembering it I wonder that I am still 
ahve. But it was according to the role of 
that day. Bleeding and purging, setons and 
Epsom salts, cupping and every form of de- 
pletion, were then the fashion, and the thing 
approved (thirty, forty, fifty years before Count 
Cavour was bled to death). Then followed a 
system of wine and brandy-and-water, with all 
vegetables but bread forbidden. Strychnine 
became a favourite; mutton chops, wine for 
children of tender age, wine for low fever, 
brandy for the new disease of bronchitifl. Fatal 
bronchitis increased in proportion as brandy 
was given for a remedy, and stiU the physicians 
said the patients had not enough brandy (an 
old gentleman known to me had his stomach 
under three eminent doctors so ruined by this 
remedy that he died of starvation). Now, the 
most eminent in the faculty see all this, or 
nearly all this, to be wrong. Of course they do 
not like to blame their confreres too plamly, 
but it is clear to all outside that the tide is 
turned. The leaders understand that attention 
to diet is worth all the drugs in the world, 
whether to prevent or to cure. Evidently, 
medicine (by the avowal, indeed, of its most 
honoured practitioners), is a very unstable art, 
with no just pretence to science. It is change- 
able nearly as fashion. Yet our upper classes 
and our legislators bow to its despotic claims as 
much as did their ancestors to the medissval 
clergy. And what is their now avowed theory 7 
They are driven out of their original doctrine 
(which yet they often repeat to the ignorant) 
that vaccination is a sure preventive of small- 
pox ; they say it prevents for an unknown time 
as long as the efiect sticks in the constitation, 
but no longer, therefore we ought to be revae- 
cinated at the end of this unknown tune. 
However ignorant our M.P.'s are of medicine, 
they ought surely to see that such a theory is a 
contemptible absurdity. It claims to keep ua 
in perpetual cow-pox in order to prevent a con- 
tingent small-pox ; it cries out against healthy 
infants ad dangerous to the pubHc health. But 
so fallen in good sense are our upper classes 
(a portentous sign that they are about to fall 
heavily indeed), that they listen to this non- 
sense, and plant the lancet of the surgeon, 
poisoned with they know not what of the cor- 
ruption falsely called lymph, in the veins of 
innocent children. 

At the same time, the medical profession 
refuses to try those remedies for small -pox 
which, by manifold attestation, show that it is 
very tractable; and while their own statistics 
prove that the years of prevalent small-pox are 
rather years of less than of greater mortality, 
they dare to claim that vaccination saves thou- 
sands of lives (80,000, according to an eminent 
chemist — an M.P.). "When water, chokes," 
says an old Greek proverb, "what shall we 
drink after it " ? When truth, and wisdom too, 
but choke an M.P., what can enlighten him ? 
Solomon said, — "A rod for a fo^*s back;*' 
apparently that will come to our aristocracy, 
as has come to many national orders before 
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now. Bnt France has oast off her inonbns, and 
may haply be before us in shaking off this 
pemioioos and oppressive folly. — I am, yours 
truly, 

(Emeritus Professor) F. W. Newman. 
To Wm. Tebb, Esq. 



From P. A. Taylor, Esq., M.P. 

22 Marine Parade, Brighton, 
Qth December, 1880. 

Dear Mr. Tebb, — I am sorry that it is not 
possible for me to attend with you the forthcom- 
ing Convention at Paris on the Vaccination 
Question. I have no doubt that the results of the 
^cussion will be impoHant; in truth, open 
discussion is all we require to attain our object. 
It is my full intention to challenge the decision 
of the House of Commons upon Compulsory 
Vaccination as early as possible in the ensuing 
session. Compulsion in regard to a question of 
medical treatment is a gross infraction of personal 
liberty, and a most unwarranted infringement 
of parental rights. It was on these grounds only 
that I first undertook the question ; but, driven 
by the assertions of the medical upholders of the 
system to study the question of vaccination 
itself, I have been brought to the conclusion — 
most unexpectedly so to myself — that the whole 
system of vaccination is a profound delusion, 
and this of course, not upon any theories of my 
own, but upon official statistics — I may add, 
supported by the admissions of the medical pro- 
fession itself. I find that the history of vaccina- 
tion, since it was introduced into this country 
some 80 years ago, so far from being a record — 
as the common behef runs — of triumph and 
success, is really nothing more than a continuous 
record of failure, more or less admitted, and 
always accompanied with apologetic explana- 
tions of the cause. But I must not weary you 
further, and, in conclusion, I will only repeat 
my belief that our success is certain, and at no 
distant date. — Subscribing myself, sincerely 



yours, 



P. A. Taylor. 



From C. H. Hopwood, Esq., Q.C., M.P. 

1 Essex Court, Temple, E.C. 
2ith November, 1880. 
Dear Sir, — I have received the invitation of 
the London Society for the Abolition of Com- 
pulsory Vaccination to the meetings to take 
place in Paris on December 11th, 12th, and 
18th. I must, however, be in England at that 
time, and cannot therefore be present as you 
request. I cannot pretend to write in French 
on a subject like this, for the necessary technical 
terms and words of art can only be gathered 
and retained by close industry and practice. 
All I can say is, the cruelty and oppressive- 
ness of the law compelling the vaccination of 
children in tender infancy first inspired me 
with repulsion, and made me critical of the 
action and merits of this notorious inven- 
tion. It is proved to be answerable for many 
deaths of infants. It is, too, impossible to 
estimate how much poison is conveyed to pure 
veins by even the best accredited lymph, or now 
U>xig its evil consequences may ferment. And 



when all this danger and mischief have been 
incurred, any possible benefit rests upon mere 
assertion, which always contradicts itself by 
insisting on frequent re-vaccination. Save me 
from so dangerous a remedy I — so vague in pro- 
mise I so empirical in proof ! — Truly yours, 

Chas. H. Hopwood. 

To Walter Hasker, Esq., Hon. Sec, 

The London Society for the AboUtion of 

Compulsory Vaccination. 



From Arthur Otway, Esq., M.P. 

19 Cromwell Road, S.W., 
Brd December, 1880. 

Dear Sir, — In reply to your letter dated 80th 
November, I beg to say that my opinion on the 
question of vaccination is not sufficiently formed 
to accept the office of vice-President of your 
Society, which you are so kind to offer me. My 
views are that in justice to the many persons 
that are annually imprisoned on account of their 
conscientious objections to the provisions of the 
Vaccination Act it is desirable that further 
searching inquiries should take place. Those 
views I advocated in ParUament. I am aware 
of the proposed International Anti- Vaccination 
Congress to be held in Paris, and earnestly hope 
that some benefit may result from it. — I am, 
dear sir, yours truly, Arthur Otway. 

Walter Hasker, Esq. 



From the Countess de Noailles. 

M. le President, — I send youmy best wishes for 
the success of the International Congress which 
is about to take place. I look upon the vaccine 
as one of the greatest plagues of our century. 
For fourteen years I have opposed the law which 
renders it obUgatory in England. May God 
preserve France from the same fault committed 
by our Government! 

Hastings, 9^^ Deceynber, 1880. 



[From the Paris Correspondent of The Tim^a,] 

Paris, Sunday, 12th December. 

The International Anti- Vaccination League 
is holding a Congress here under the presidency 
of Dr. Boens, of Charleroi. It is composed of 
delegates from England, France, Germany, 
Belgium, Holland, and Switzerland. Letters of 
sympathy have been received from Mr. P. A. 
Taylor, M.P., Mr. Hopwood, M.P., Dr. Garth 
Wilkinson, Professor F. W. Newman, and others. 
Mr. Taylor stating that while originally instigated 
by grounds of personal liberty, a study of the 
question had, to his surprise, convinced him of 
the fallacy of vaccination and that he intended 
next session to challenge the decision of Parlia- 
ment upon it. The chairman dwelt on Friday 
afternoon on the conflicting views on the origin 
of vaccine, traced inoculation to Oriental fears 
of personal disfigurement, conmiented on the 
admitted failure, first of inoculation and next of 
human lymph, and drew a parallel between the 
alleged immunity of milkmaids from small-pox 
and the vulgar belief of earrings preventing 
ophthalmia. It was mentioned that one of the 
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Enig^uh delegates had been fined 13 and another 
10 timee, and that at Leicester, Kei^ej, and 
other towns the Act cannot be enforced. Tester- 
day the delegates laid their cases before the 
President's secretary, M. Duhamel, and to- 
morrow they wait on two of the Ministers, one 
of their chief objects being to prevent the com- 
polsion now applied in France in schools and 
the army from being made nniversal, thus 
setting an example to the other Latin nations. 

Monday, 13th December. 

The Anti-Vaccination Congress conclnded to- 
day with a resolution to hold another Congress 
next year, probably again in Paris. The German 
and Dutch delegates spoke of the growing op- 
position to compulsory vaccination, while the 
French and Belgian members expressed hopes 
of a repeal of legislative compulsion in England 
and Germany as likely to facilitate the abandon- 
ment of administrative or indirect compulsion 
by their own Government. 



and say thai a multiplication and a eontunoance 
of sach assaoltB as ProfeBsor Newman's, and 
Mr. P. A. Taylor's in the Hoose of Commons 
last Session, would produce such a change in 
public opinion^ that medical men would soon 
trim their sails in obedience to the passing 
breeze. 



[Echo, 10th December, 1880.] 

We give in another column a letter written by 
Professor F. W. Newman to the International 
Vaccination Society, which holds a conference 
in Paris this week. IVofessor N e wman denounces 
compulsory vaccination in no measured terms, 
and he attacks medical men all along the Une. 
It is not unlikely that most people will for the 
moment smile at the audacity of his language, 
and conclude that his cause is hopeless because 
he fights twenty thousand medical men, backed 
up by a strong public opinion. There are how- 
ever, two or three facts which are indisputable 
as destiny which point in a contrary direction. 
The first fact is that medical men hitherto have 
never been right. What was considered true 
four generations ago was admitted to be untrue 
a generation after ; what was generally adopted 
and acted on as right three generations ago was 
denounced as wrong a generation after; what 
was practised two generations ago was denounced 
as destructive a generation after; and during 
the present generation the whole system of 
medicine — we cannot call it a science — has 
undergone more than one revolution. The chief 
reason of all this is that medicine, as practised, 
is more of an art than a science, and that each 
medical man is, in himself, more or less the 
standard of truth. The second fact to be borne 
in mind in this controversy is that the changes 
for the better which have taken place in medical 
practice have generally been the result of 
scientific teaching from without. Medical men 
have moved on rather reluctantly with the 
general current of inquiry and verification. 
Because a thing obtains to-day in the medical 
world is no reason that it will command respect- 
ful attention in a few years. Bather the reverse. 
Judging from past experience, as written in 
every page of medical history, we should prefer 
saying. Because a thing has been, therefore it 
will not continue. Professor Newman and those 
who act with him, may therefore be in no way 
discouraged by the consolidated and interested 
opposition of medical men. We go still further, 



QUESTIONS FROM ASHTON FOR 
MR. DODSON. 

To THE Right Honourable the President 
OF THE Local Govebstment Board. 

SiR,~On the 28th of October, two children 
were reported as being unvaccinated. The 
Guardians of the Ashton-under-Lyne Union 
desire respectfully to call your attention to the 
following questions and considerations: — 

1. On the 11th of June, the House of Com- 
mons was officially informed that Anima l 
Lymph would be suppHed to Medical Practi- 
tioners, as a substitute for the Humanised 
Lymph at present in use, in order to meet two 
objections : — viz., that the arm-to-arm method 
is attended by the danger of transmitting from 
child to child constitutional defects; and that 
the Humanised Lymph from long usage had 
ceased to protect to the extent expected. 

As such Animal Lymph has not been supplied, 
the Guardians therefore ask. When will it be 
supphed ? 

2. The first objection to the present arm-to- 
arm method is the danger of transferring 
constitutional diseases, such as scrofula, S3rphiliSy 
etc. ; and Dr. Ransome, Professor of PubUc 
Medicine at the Owens College, says : — ** May I 
express an earnest hox)e that the renewal of our 
Lymph supply may, if possible be obtained from 
genuine cases of cow-pox, and not firom calves 
or heifers inoculated from others, or worse still, 
vaccinated from the human subject." 

As the new Animal Lymph is obtained by 
passing it from calf to calf, and as the Local 
Government Board intend such Lymph to be 
used in the ann-to-arm method, as at present, 
the Guardians desire to know, in what way, and 
to what extent, the danger of transmitting 
constitutional defects fix)m child to child will be 
diminished by the new supply of Bovine Lymph. 

3. On December 13th, 1879, Mr. Simon 
wrote : — " When a given (animal) body is 
possessed by one of these constitutional diseases 
(scrofula, syphilis, etc.), no product of that 
body can be warranted safe not to convey the 
infection ; " and Dr. Creighton, of the Cam- 
bridge University, gives the history of twelve 
cases of Bovine Tuberculosis in human beingM, 
— the disease being a more rapid form of con- 
sumption than that peculiar to man. (October 
No. of Journal of Anatomy and Physiology.) 

As the new Lymph will be obtained from 
Bovine Animals, in whom this Tuberculosis is 
hereditary, and occurs in 4*75 per cent, of any 
given number of cows, the Guardians are 
anxious to know, if the Local Government 
Board is prepared to take the responsibility of 
introducing another formidable disease (Bovine 
Tuberculosis) to man, by means of the system 
of vaccination. 
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4. As to the second objection, Dr. Dixon, 
in referring to the protective power of vac- 
cination, asserted a few months ago, that 
** the characters of small-pox, when uncon- 
trolled by vaccination still remain the same, as 
is evidenced by the present mortahty from it 
amongst unvaccinated persons, and that the 
death-rate of unvaccinated cases of small -pox is 
six times as great as the death-rate of vaccinated 
cases." But the same writer, on October 28rd, 
1880, in conmienting upon the facts, that the 
mortality in the vaccinated was 88 per 1000, 
and in the unvaccinated 444 per 1000, says : — 
** The high death-rate in the unvaccinated must 
not be compared with the lower rate in the 
vaccinated, nor with the general mortality from 
small-pox before vaccination, without fair con- 
sideration of all the facts which may help to 
arrive at a just conclusion. There is a great 
difference in the intensity and virulence of 
different epidemics, both in small-pox and 
other zymotic diseases. It is probable that a 
larger proportion of unvaccinated persons is to 
be found among the ignorant, dirty, and 
wretched inhabitants of the slums of London 
and very few indeed amongst the educated, and 
better fed members of society. The disease is 
intensified by over-crowding." 

And the most recent experiments of M. 
Pasteur, on the virus of chicken cholera (said 
by Professor Huxley to be analogous to small- 
pox) demonstrate the fact that the virulence of 
this animal poison is absolutely controlled and 
destroyed by the oxygen of the air; and that 
the innuence of the oxygen of a pure atmosphere 
determines the cessation of epidemics. (Lancet, 
Nov. 6, 1880.) 

With these earlier and later opinions before 
them, the Guardians are anxious to learn what 
amount of credit, if any, is really due to vacci- 
nation, in controlling and destroying the small- 
pox disease. 

THE ANSWER. 

Local Government Board, Whitehall, S.W., 

14th December, 1880. 

Sir, — Adverting to your letter of the 1st 
instant, forwarding a paper submitted by Mr. 
Bobinson to the Guardians of the Ashton-under- 
Lyne Union, I am to state that the Local 
Government Board cannot undertake to enter 
into a detailed criticism of the statements in 
this paper with regard to vaccination. They 
may remind the Guardians, however, that this 
question was the subject of an elaborate inquiry 
by a Parliamentary Committee in 1871, and 
that in the report of that Committee will be 
found information as to several of the matters 
referred to by Mr. Bobinson. I am, at the 
same time, to observe that the President's 
annoimcement in the House of Cormnons, on 
the 11th of June last, with regard to the proposed 
supply of animal lymph, is not accurately 
stated in the second paragraph of Mr. Bobin- 
son's paper. That announcement was to the 
following effect : — *' That the Department would 
make arrangements by which animal lymph 
might be supplied as stock, as well as humanised 



lymph, and that it would be sent to medical 
practitioners when they desired it. But the 
Department must proceed with the greatest 
caution, taking care to start from a well estab- 
lished case of cow-pox. They must take care 
to proceed, in fact, upon the best possible 
basis." I am to add that the Board's Medical 
Of&cer has investigated the working of various 
continental estabUshmeuts for the supply of 
animal lymph, and that the Board now have 
under consideration the details of a scheme for 
securing the supply of such Ijrmph in this 
country to medical practitioners who may desire 
to UBe it in commencing local series of vaccina- 
tion. — I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. F. RoTTON, Assistant Secretary. 

Benjn. Seymour, Esq., 
Clerk to the Guardians, Ashton-imder-Lyne. 

This letter was read at the Meeting of the 
Guardians on 16th December, when Mr. E. 
Robinson remarked that the reference of the 
Local Government Board was obsolete, and 
subsequently addressed to Mr. Dodson the 
following rejoinder — 

Dukinfield, December 21st, 1880. 

To the Right Honourable the President of the 
Local Government Board. 

Sir, — The memorial sent to you by the 
Guardians of the Ashtou-under-Lyne Union, 
contrasted certain equally authoritative opinions 
upon essential points connected with the prac- 
tice of vaccination. As the later contradicted the 
earlier opinions, and tended to shake the confi- 
dence of men responsible for the prosecution of 
parents having intelligent and conscientious 
objections to their children being inoculated 
with the vaccine disease, your attention was 
respectfully called to these opposing authorities. 
In reply thereto, you console the Guardians by 
referring them to the report of 1871. I venture, 
witli deference, to point out to you that the con- 
clusions of that committee are not worthy of im- 
phcit confidence. 

(1.) As to the protective value of vaccination, 
the committee adopt (page iii.) the dogma of 
Sir W. GuD, that "Vaccination is as protective 
against small-pox as small-pox itself." The truth 
of this dogma, after more than twenty years of 
compulsory vaccination, can be easily tested by 
figures. At page 248 of the report of 1871, Mr. 
Marson says : — ** The number of cases of small- 
pox, after small-pox, was less than one per 
cent, whereas it was 53 per cent, after vaccina- 
tion." And Mr. Jebb, of the Metropolitan 
Asylums Board, says (Times, 1879) :— " That of 
the 15,141 cases of small-pox in the asylums in 
1878-9, no less than 11,142 had been vaccina- 
ted; or more than 78 per cent, of small-pox 
cases after vaccination." What consolation can 
be derived from Sir W. Gull's dogma, although 
guaranteed by the report of 1871 ? 

The Committee also say (page iii.) "That 
cow-pox affords, if not an absolute, yet a very 
great protection against an attack of small-pox 
and an almost absolute protection against death 
from that disease." But the editor of the Tt'mef , 
December 15th, 1880, after upwards of 20 years' 
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compulsory vaccination, modifies this doctrine 
as follows : — " It would appear, therefore, as if 
the advocacy of vaccination might with advan- 
tage he placed on a different ground from that 
which has commonly been urged by its sup- 
porters, and as if the operation might be recom- 
mended or enforced, not as a means of prevent- 
ing small-pox, but as a means of preventing 
mortality from it when it occurs." Which of 
the two doctrines is the most deserving of con- 
fidence ? Does not the admission that vaccina- 
tion will not diminish small-pox, but only the 
mortality from it, tell with terrible force against 
the compulsory clauses of the Vaccination Act ? 

(2.) As to the danger of transmitting other 
diseases the . Committee say (page iii.) "That 
if the operation be performed with due regard 
to the health of the person vaccinated, and 
with proper precautions in obtaining and using 
the vaccine lymph, there need be no apprehen- 
sion that vaccination will injure health, or com- 
municate any disease." 

This opinion is based upon Mr. Simon's 
authority, whose doctrine is found in page 385 
of the report, 1871 : — 

" I may inform you that the diseases which it 
has been suspected tliat vaccination might com- 
municate have chiefly been scrofulous and 
syphilitw complaints and various eruptions of 
the skin. In all but a very limited number of 
these cases it may be conclusively answered 
that the suspected mischief is physically impos- 
sible. Scrofula, for instance, and most skin 
diseases, even when for experiment their specific 
discharges and other products are deliberately 
inoculated in the healthy, are absolutely un- 
communicable by contagion ; and it is incon- 
ceivable that the vaccine lymph, even if it could 
include these products, would alter the essential 
condition of their nature. Of some others 
among the diseases referred to, it may, no doubt, 
be admitted that certain of their specific pro- 
ducts are infectious ; but then, again, comes the 
question (which is already by anticipation almost 
disposed of) whether the constitutional existence 
of such diseases can qualify the contents without 
THodifying the characteristic development of a 
true Jennerian vesicle. Experiment, where it 
has been deUberately addressed to the solution 
of this question, has invariably answered No, 
and such experiments are worth more than 
many arguments." 

But the same writer, in the British Medical 
Journal of December 18tli, 1879, gives the 
following as the latest result of scientific re- 
search: "When a given (animal) body is 
possessed of one of them (disease germs), no 
product of that body can be warranted as safe 
not to convey the infection." 

" Presimiption against every part and product 
of the diseased body is by everyone readily 
admitted, where there are vehement general 
symptoms of disease ; but it is important to 
know that not only in such febrile states, but in 
states of chronic dyscrasy, and even at times 
when the dyscrasy may be giving no outward 
sign, the infected body may be variously infec- 
tive. Thus, in regard to constitutional syphilis, 
the yacoine lymph of the syphilitic infant may 



possibly contain the syphihtic contagium in full 
vigour, even at moments when the patient, who 
thus shows himself infective, has not on his 
own person any outwa/rd activity of syphilis.'' 
Which of these doctrines is the most worthy 
of confidence ? Is it reasonable for a Govern- 
ment department to be acting according to the 
tenets of an obsolete faith? As to the great 
precautions that appear from your letter to be 
needed to ensure a satisfactory kind of animal 
lymph, it seems to me that the length of time 
that has elapsed since you promised to adopt 
this lymph as an alternative to the present 
supply — the necessity that exists for an English 
department to seek an original source of genuine 
cow-pock lymph on the Continent, and to be 
taught by foreigners how to carry on the 
systematic manufacture of this new vaccine — 
are facts which will stimulate very searching 
inquiries, when the lymph makes its appear- 
ance, as to its real nature and origin, and as to 
the method by which it reproduced. — I am, your 
obedient servant, 

Enoch Robinson, Surgeon. 



MR. D. AINSWORTH, M.P. 

The West Cumberland Anti-Vaccination League 
had an interview at Maryport on 15th December, 
with Mr. Ainsworth with a view to elicit his 
opinion and to set the reasons for their conten- 
tion against vaccination clearly before him. He 
was addressed by Mr. R. Adair, Mr. William 
Adair, Mr. T. W. Johnson, Mr. Rook, Mr. 
Dixon, and by Mr. W. Irwin, who said he had 
just seen Sir Wilfrid Lawson, who told him he 
was "dead" against compulsory vaccination. 
Mr. Ainsworth in reply said — It is with much 
pleasme that I meet with you this afternoon, to 
hear your views on so important a matter. I 
have studied the subject, but, as you have just 
heard it took Sir Wilfrdd a long time to get to 
where he is on the question of vaccination, and 
as I have not had the same amount of experi- 
ence, or time to bring the same amount of 
thought to bear on the subject, I can hardly, 
perhaps, be expected to be as far advanced as he 
is. However, I think tlie main question is this : 
Is it fair that you should be compelled to do this 
thing ? You are told that you are liable — and 
in fact you are liable — to be fined time after 
time if you do not vaccinate yoxir children. I 
do certainly think that kind of compulsion ought 
to be lessened. The difficulty Ues in doing what 
will be fair and just to all parties. Now, what 
is wanted is that the compulsory clause shall be 
entirely repealed. Mr. Dodson has proposed 
to bring in a Bill to dispense with repeated fines. 
That is a measure to which I can give my entire 
support. I think if a fine is to be inflicted at all 
for refusing to carry out the Act, it ought cer- 
tainly to end with one fine, and not be repeated 
as it frequently is. I may say that I cannot 
pledge myself to vote for Mr. P. A. Taylor's Bill 
in its entirety, whatever that Bill may be. There 
may be many points connected with it of which 
I am ignorant at the present time ; but I wiU 
give the whole matter my serious consideration, 
and if with more thought and mox« light oomes 
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the oonviotion that it will be for the good of the 
community, I will support any measure that 
will bring about what you desire. 



CHARLES GILPIN. 

Mr. Wm. Adair has called our attention to a 
remarkable speech delivered by Mr. Charles 
Gilpin to his constituents in Northampton, 
wherein like a true Friend he set conscience 
above what men please to call *'law/* and 
vindicated the duty of stedfast resistance. 
'* Gilpin was one of the noblest characters I 
ever met with/* said Kossuth; and thus he 
spoke concerning those who would enforce 
medical obedience — 

*' I have always thought that when you visit 
by penalties questions of opinion which rest 
upon such a shadowy foundation as the ever- 
onanging opinion of medical men, then you 
trench upon the liberty of the subject, then you 
trench upon the rights of humanity, and you are 
in great danger of trenching upon that authority 
which God has given, that primarily parents 
shall be the judges of such a matter. I find 
that a number of men are fined for adhering to 
the dictates of their own consciences. I ask — 
What class of men are they? Are they the 
idle? Are they the dissolute? Are they the 
drunken? Are they those, as a whole, who 
disregard the interests of their children in other 
respects ? Are they those who allow their chil- 
dren to be dragged up in the gutter? The 
answer I have received is this — that they are 
none of these. They are the thinking, sober, 
industrious men who take part in mechanics' 
institutions, who look into the reasons of things, 
and who claim that their judgment should be 
convinced before they are, by arbitrary law, 
compelled to carry out that which is opposed to 
their convictions. Well, I had ascertained that, 
and I remembered it *when the subject came 
before the House of Commons. The question 
"was brought forward and debated in a slipshod 
way ; when an hon. baronet, on the Conserva- 
tive side got up, and, alluding to the sufferings 
of those who had incurred penalties and im- 
prisonment for non-compHance with the terms 
of the Act, said that, for his part, he did not 
care how soon all the violaters of the law — no 
matter what law — expatriated themselves, or 
were expatriated, rather than they should be 
tolerated in the non-observance of the law. 
Well that stirred me up, and I said: *I beg. 
Sir (addressing the Speaker), to tell the hon. 
baronet opposite that I come from a people 
whose pride it is to defy bad laws, and to get 
them abrogated and repealed ; to suffer, if needs 
be, but not to evade, where tiiere is the arm of 
authority on one side, and (in the judgment of 
tiiat people) the voice of God on the other.' . . 

*' To-day there is nothing in the world, I 
suppose, upon which opinion is more varied — 
and, consequently, upon which practice is more 
varied — ^than in what we caU medical science. 
I am heretic enough to believe that there is no 
such thing yet as medical science. What I am 
prepared to object to and vote against in 
Uie House of Commons is this That every 



change of medical opinion, by whomsoever 
advocated — I don't care whether it be by the 
majority of medical men — shall be followed by 
compulsion and penalty upon those who, 
equflklly desirous of the truth (and many of 
whom are equally able to investigate the truth), 
come to a conclusion different from those medi- 
cal men. 

**For some ten years I was in business in 
London, and during that time almost every 
year I had my goods seized for Church-rates. 
(Cheers, and a voice : * Why did you not obey 
the law?' — Because I had a conscientious 
objection to the law to which the penalty was 
attached, and with a free heart and a firm voice 
I said, * I will pay the penalty.') On each occasion 
I had a trucK at my door to carry goods from 
out the warehouse, because I would not obey 
a law which I believed to be wrong. . . . 

** There is always a just way of opposing an 
unjust law and the penalty: and when the 
penalty is inflicted against the convictions of 
such meetings as these, against men of the 
character I have described, that law must go, 
as the law for Church-rates has done. It must 
be stripped of its compulsory provisions. When 
so stripped, the subject itself will probably have 
a yet more and more searching investigation." 

MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL 
ESPRIT DE CORPS. 

Five or six years ago a daughter of mine, five 
years old, was revaccinated on the right arm, at 
about two o'clock in the afternoon. About five 
o'clock she complained of pain and stiffness in 
the right arm, the pain extending to the fingers. 
About eight o'clock the x^a-in ^ud stiffness had 
extended to the right leg, so that she had diffi- 
culty in putting her right foot to the ground. 
By one o'clock next morning she was in fright- 
ful convulsions, which lasted a long time, the 
doctors quite giving her up. In the course of a 
day or two the usual vaccination eruption broke 
out, but not only in the vaccinated spot. It 
broke out on the legs and on different parts of 
the body. There was much discussion about 
the case, which ended by my writing a pamphlet 
and so forcing it into a law court. Medical 
men from London and elsewhere were examined 
in the witness-box, and they swore that the ill- 
ness had nothing, as it seemed to them, to do 
with the vaccination. Numbers of medical men 
were in the court, and various were the opinions 
expressed by them. One said it was a case of 
scarlatina, another that it was parpara, another 
that it was eczema, another that it was typhoidal,' 
and another that it was a mere case of ordinary 
indigestion, whilst one of them was inclined to 
beheve that it was a terrible disease called 
cerebro-spinal-meningitis — the only case of it 
that had ever been known in England. It is true 
that one of the medical men had stated privately 
to the parents that of course the illness had been 
caused by the vaccination ; but when asked by 
the solicitor employed in the case to repeat this 
in the witness-box, he refused to do so. Great 
is the force of professional pressure, professional 
rules, and professional e«prt^<^oorp«. — Fashiom 
of the Day. By Henet Strickland Constable. 
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DEPUTATION TO 
MR. T. FRY, M.P. FOR DARLINGTON. 

On Saturday, 27th November, a deputation 
numbering about fifty members and fnends of 
the DarUngton Anti- Vaccination League, waited 
upon Mr. Fry at his residence, Woodbum, 
Darlington, to place before him the grounds 
upon which they urged him to support any 
action in Parliament for the dmehoration or 
repeal of the Vaccination Acts. 

The deputation was introduced by Mr. John 
MoBRELL, the Mayor of Darlington, who, in a 
short speech, detailed his own objection to the 
Acts which, he said, he had not obeyed in the 
case of his own children — all of whom were 
un vaccinated. He also stated that on pohtical 
grounds he considered the Acts indefensible. 

Mr. Samuel Forthebqill expressed his 
strong conviction that the Acts were wrong in 
every way. They were quite inoperative in 
regard to the protection they were supposed to 
give from smidl-pox. In the disease of small- 
pox there is a distinct epidemic tendency, and 
it was, therefore, no wonder if there should be 
times of comparative absence of the disorder; 
but the fact was that in times when it was 
epidemic the vaccinated, who were supposed to 
be protected, were the great bulk of the victims. 
In this connection, not only was the experience 
of London, Edinburgh, and DubUn the same as 
that of foreign cities such as BerUn, but in 
Berlin itself, where even re-vaccination had 
long been practised, it was stated that the 
victims of small-pox in the great epidemic were 
much more numerous than in London, where 
7876 died in the one year 1871. The case of 
Leicester was a very striking one. The deaths of 
persons suffering from small-pox having declined 
till in 1870 the medical officer boasted that they 
had banished the disease by vaccination ; yet, 
the following year, upwards of 200 died in the 
town from the disease which he superstitiously 
beUeved they had banished. Beside this, it 
was a fact that various diseases were trans- 
mitted by the rite, and he understood some 
instances of this would be laid before their 
member. 

Several instances were here laid before Mr. 
Fry of contamination of a very grave and, in 
one or two cases, sickening character ; Mr. Fry 
taking names and notes of some of the worst 
cases. The recital of these wrongs was accom- 
panied by a reference to the vaccination station 
as a "butcher's shop," the feeling of the injured 
parents as to the tyranny and wrong done to 
them and their children been strongly echoed 
by the group of earnest men assembled. The 
recital moved Mr. Fry, and although he objected 
to the term " butcher's shop," he asked if 
nothing could be done to mitigate the dangers 
of the operation and the attendant evils by 
altering the system and vaccinating at home. 

Mr. A. Wheeler followed, showing the com- 
plete break-down of the protection theory, 
enforcing the assertion that small-pox could not 
be bani^ed by admissions of MiC Geely, Dr. 
BaUard, and Dr. Gregory, and exposing the 
falseness of Jennerian claims by an appeal to 



the Hospital experience of the last ten years — 
details compiled from some twenfy • five 
hospital reports being handed to Mr. F^. In 
conclusion, he asked how any head that could 
be moved by facts, or any heart that could be 
moved to pity, could refuse to concede the 
claims of the deputation. 

Mr. Gibes then proceeded to show that the 
statistical argument in favour of the diminution 
of Aorulence in the vaccinated was unfounded, 
or rather that it was the result of a classification 
by the marks which were obliterated in the worst 
cases; the result being that the worst cases 
came to be tabulated as unvaccinated, without 
there being any proof of the fact. He appealed 
to the utterances of great authorities like Ricord 
on the question of vaccine-syphilis as settling 
the question of compulsion, since the danger 
was in 1862 acknowledged by him to be so 
terrible that if real it must put a stop to vacci- 
nation by constraint. The dangers Ricord 
feared are now proved, and the highest autho- 
rities, Hutchinson and Ballard, etc., have openly 
confessed their reality. It follows, said Mr. 
Gibbs, that we should act upon the warning of 
Ricord, and cease compelling the practice. 

Mr. G. T. FoRSTEB urged Mr. Pry to support 
any action Mr. P. A. Taylor may take in 
the House in the direction of the repeal of the 
Vaccination Acts, as urged upon him by the 
previous speakers. And he then went into 
the question to be raised by Mr. T. Burt, M.P., 
who, on the estimates, will move that the sum 
(igl6,000 last year) voted for vaccine " award%" 
be left out. Mr. Forster urged that if awards 
were properly spent they world be spent by the 
same authority — the Guardians — who voted the 
payment, and objected to the paying twice over 
for one performance. It was ^own that the 
awards were mere bribes since the payments 
were so dealt out as to appear quite to exclude 
the idea of merit. 

The other speakers more or less followed on 
the same ground, but two hours barely sufiioed 
for this expression of earnest protest, personal 
experience of mischief, and plea for justice 
and common-sense instead of the superstition 
enforced by Act of Parliament. 

One gentleman, although not entirely object- 
ing to vaccination as a milure, objected to be 
told what medical treatment he should pursue, 
and being opposed to risking the consequences, 
stated that he had several times been nned for 
this exercise of parental care. Another showed 
fourteen summonses which he had answered in 
court; and in respect of this phase of the ques- 
tion Mr. Fry stated that he was entirely 
opposed to more than one fine, no matter what 
was its value. And he, further, stated tiiat if the 
deputation were correct (and no one could deny 
that they appeared to have made a study of 
their case) the whole practice should be len to 
the option of parents. ' And while he was not 
prepared to give any pledge to the deputation, 
yet he trusted that any fresh light that could be 
shown would be presented to him. And if he 
became convinced that vaccination was wrong, 
he should not shrink from giving full efjisct to 
his views in Parliament. A. W. 
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Smaxl-Pox is a member of the group of diseases 
described as zymotic, which origmate in unwhole- 
some conditions of life, and in common are 
diminished and prevented by the reduction and 
removal of those conditions. 

In times when tlie laws of health were imper- 
fectly imderstood, the fanciful discovery was made 
that by poisoning the blood with the virus of small- 
pox or cow-pox, a future attack of small-pox might 
be escaped. While many kindred superstitions in 
medical practice have been discredited and for- 
gotten. Vaccination, because it was endowed by 
the State, has survived, and has entered into legis- 
lation, and is enforced with fine and imprisonment. 
It is in vain for Nonconformists to plead that they 
do not believe that Vaccination has any power to 
prevent or to mitigate small-pox : they are told 
they may believe what they like, but that vac- 
cinated they must be, for the benefit of the rite is 
settled beyond dispute, and that only fools and 
fanatics venture to question what has been 
irrevocably determined. 

It is to attack and overthrow this monstrous 
tyranny that the London Society has been estab- 
lished. The members desire to enlighten the public 
mind as to the history of Vaccination, as to its 
injury in communicating and intensifying other 
diseases, and as to its failure to avert the malady 
against which it is invoked. 

Some, too, whilst disinclined to discuss Vac- 
cination as a medical question, or to surrender 
confidence in its prophylaxy, are opposed to its 
compulsory infliction. They maintain that every 
remedy should be left to justify itself by its own 
efficacy, and that of all prescriptions the last which 
requires extraneous assistance is Vaccination; for 
its repute is based on the fact that its subjects are 
secure from small-pox, and in that seomity may 



abide indififerent to those who choose to neglect its 
salvation. Even nurses in small-pox hoepitala, it is 
said, when efficiently vaccinated and re-vaccinated, 
live unaffected in the variolous atmosphere. There- 
fore, they hold that to compare an onvaociDated 
person to a nuisance, as is frequently done, is to 
make use of an epithet that implicitly denies the 
virtue asserted for Vaccination: a nuisance being 
a voluntary danger or annoyance which another 
cannot conveniently avoid. They also hold that 
to establish any medical prescription, and to create 
interests identified with that prescription, is to 
erect a bar to improvement ; for it is obvious that 
any novelty in the treatment of small-pox must, in 
the constitution of human nature, meet with resia- 
tance from those whose emoluments are vested 
in the established practice. 

The London Society, therefore, claims to enlist 
the energies of those who resist Vaccination as 
useless and mischievous, and of those who, true to 
their faith in liberty, would leave its acceptance to 
the discretion of the individual. In the controversy 
into which they enter, they propose to employ all 
the familiar agencies wherewith in England re- 
volutions are effected in the public mind and in 
Parliament; and they appeal with confidence for 
the sympathy and support of their countrymen. 
The Vaccination Acts under which they suffer 
have not been enacted with the full cognizance of 
the nation, but have been forced throng indifferent 
Parliaments by the persistency of medical faction. 
The members of the Society are confident that as 
soon as the truth about Vaccination is fully known 
and appreciated, the freedom they contend for will 
be conceded without fear, and that posterity will 
view with amazement the oatnge npon human 
right and reason that is at present commitfeed 
under the shadow of Englisb liberty. 
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NOTES ON THE TIME. 

Thb persistent attempts that have been made 
to create panic over the increase of small-pox in 
London have so far met with little success. 
What eyidently is wanted is to drive the people 
in flocks to the doctors for re- vaccination. The 
"roaring trade** that was done during the 
epidemic of 1871 is remembered with fervour, 
and such another '^good time** is earnestly 
prayed for. It is lucrative work vaccinating 
troops of terrified middle and upper class Lon- 
doners. They hear of ** carefully selected 
vaccine** with touching simplicity; drop their 
guineas with grateful alacrity; and retire per- 
suaded that they are fortified for at least seven 
years from possibiHty of infection. Here we 
see old sorcery and witchcraft under new forms 
without essential difference. 

Some time ago Mr. Edwin Ghadwick com- 
plained that the whole attention of the medical 
department of the Local Government Board 
was concentrated on the prevention of small-pox 
by means of vaccination, in apparent forgetful- 
ness that there were far more fatal diseases than 
small-pox, which was only an epidemic of the 
fifth magnitude ; and that while the expenditure 
of the department had been doubled, there was 
nowhere to be found any town the death-rate 
of which had recently been reduced. Mr. 
Chadwick*s complaint remained unanswered 
because it was unanswerable. What used to be 
sanitary reform, an operation against all disease, 
and especially zymotic disease, has been grad- 
ually degraded into a persistent endeavour, as 
for a wager, to raise the percentage of vaccina- 
tions over the country. What is expected to ensue 
when the vaccinations cover the births we are 
left to conjecture. Not even Dr. Stevens or Dr. 
Ballard pretend that small-pox would thereby 
be extirpated. The department seems possessed 
by a blind lust for vaccination irrespective of 
conBeqnences, and when primary vaccination is 



raised to the possible maximum, will probably 
try to make another business of re-vaccination. 

We were asked the other day, " Why I what 
would you have ? On what ground do you ob- 
ject to vaccinators pursuing their calling like 
other tradesmen ? ' * On the tradesman*s ground, 
we repHed, we do not object, save as to the 
character of the trade itself; which, if hurtful, 
is not defensible even on commercial terms. 
But we have to remember that vaccinators 
resent the designation of tradesmen. They 
work, they assert, for the public good; their 
fees, they say, are accidents of their profession, 
and that we only manifest our own baseness 
when we ascribe to them mercenary motives. 
"And why,** it was rejoined, "should such 
claims fret you ? Do you not see that they too 
are part of the vaccinator*s stock-in-trade ? If 
you take them seriously, you simply prove how 
shrewdly he reckons on the multitude of fools. 
A vaccinator recommends vaccination as a 
grocer does sugar or a cutler razors, and if he 
happens to lay on humbug a Uttle heavier, do 
not be too severe with him. Business is busi- 
ness all the world over. If you do not like vac- 
cination, refuse it, denounce it, but leave those 
alone who make their Uving out of it. The most 
hopeless subjects for conversion are those whose 
interests are conmiitted to any system. Even 
when they have no faith in it themselves, they 
fight for it as if they had. Therefore, I say, 
leave the vaccinators alone. It was said truly 
in the Inquirer last month, that the battle 
against vaccination must be fought outside the 
medical profession. It would be as reasonable 
for teetotallers to expect assistance from pub- 
licans as for you to expect help from medical 



men. 
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Whether vaccinators may care to be thus 
apologised for is questionable ; but all will allow 
that if the use of alcohol were under discussion, 
we should neither look for impartial evidence 
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from its vendors, nor that they should deprecate 
its use. Setting aside however, those who are 
peooniarily interested in vaccination, we have 
to protest against the behaviour of nnmeroos 
editors, and other writers, who have no opinion 
about vaccination except what they derive from 
medical men, and who yet write and argue as 
from personal experieni and independTcon- 
viction. We may often detect these gentlemen . 
in the newspapers by their extravagance — they 
say more for vaccination than vaccinators them- 
selves, and evolve history and statistics of a 
hi^ily romantic order from their imaginations. 
Now whilst we cannot expect that many should 
make a special study of vaccination, pro and 
contra, we may reasonably maintain that where 
an editor knows nothing more of the subject 
than what he has received under medical 
authority, be should either preserve the grace of 
silence, or limit himself to the exact reproduc- 
tion of what he has been told. 

Even those who decline to enter into the vac- 
cination question may surely be persuaded to 
refer to the weekly reports of the health of Lon- 
don, and to observe how trifling a factor is 
small-pox in the death-rate ; and therefore how 
absurd is the outcry whenever there is an in- 
crease in the prevalence of that disease. Why 
should a bogey be made of small-pox? The 
deaths from typhoid and scarlet fever, from 
measles and whooping-cough, rise and fall with- 
out any alarm ; but if there be an increase in 
small-pox, there is instantly organised excite- 
ment — ^manifestoes from the Asylums Board, 
opening of hospitals, and newspaper paragraphs 
designed to stimulate public terror. We have no 
favour for small-pox. In common with other 
forms of zymotic disease, it is preventible, and 
its existence is disgraceful to any community ; 
but to single it out for pre-eminent horror is 
utterly absurd. If small-pox be ever so bad, 
the mortality of London will not be increased. 
We shall merely have a certain number of 
deaths transferred from other forms of zymotic 
disease, and not improbably the total death-rate 
diminished. 

Mr. Ghadwick^s test of sanitary improvement 
is the only valid test, namely, the reduction of 
the general death-rate ; but to effect such a re- 
duction implies hard thinking, hard work, and 
executive ability ; and no one will dispute the 
assertion that the of&cials at the Foreign Of&ce 
are as capable and as likely to originate and 
develop sanitary measures as the present medi- 
cal of&cers of the Local Government Board. 
It is the way with all of&cials to subside into 



routine, and to draw their pay at the cost of 
least exertion to themselves. And, as Mr. 
Ghadwick says, sanitary reform has been trans- 
formed by these worthies into vaccination — the 
easiest and laziest method of pocketing the 
public money under pretence of sanitary seryice 
that could possibly be devised. l%e remarkable 
part of the business is, the facility with which 
the press and the public lend themselves to the 
imposture. It is as if it were said, '* Save us, 
O save us from small-pox, and we core for 
nothing else!" And this is what sanitary 
administration has come to in this enlightened 
generation I 



THE MEMBERS FOR BRIGHTON. 

Mr. Galeb Pogook took occasion to question 
Messrs. Hollond and Marriott at their meeting 
with their constituents on 17th November, as to 
whether they would be ready to support a 
measure for &e entire repeal of the Compulsoiy 
Vaccination Acts. 

Mr. J. R. Hollond in reply said he certainly 
disagreed with the repeated prosecution of of- 
fenders against the Vaccination Acts, because he 
thought in such cases the punishment amounted 
to something beyond what was neceasaiy ; but 
witli regard to the total repeal of the Vaccination 
Laws, he thought, as he iiad before told them, 
that before they could ask the Houses of Parlia- 
ment to undertake anything of the kind, they 
must have an inquiry into the subject, and he 
should be perfectly willing to support any fair 
and impartial inquiry. 

Mr. W. T. Marriott, Q.G., replied that with 
regard to the Vaccination Acts he agreed with 
what Mr. Hollond had said, and he would say 
to Mr. Pocock, whom he knew to be very much 
in earnest on the matter, that a better friend 
than Mr. Dodson, the President of the Local 
Government Board, he could not find. Mr. 
Dodson was a friend of the poor, and the measure 
which he had imdertaken with reference to the 
vaccination question would receive, as far as 
possible, his support. 



M. D*B. ON THE Vaccination Question. — 
A pamphlet is in the course of preparation (to 
be issued by the London Society) containing the 
opinions of Medical men in all coxmtries on the 
Vaccination question. Those of our readers 
who are in possession of important testimonies, 
particularly of the Directors of Small-Pox 
Hospitals, Medical Of&cers to English or Foreign 
Governments, Medical Inspectors of Vaccina- 
tion, Presidents of Medical Associations, Public 
Vaccinators, Ghiefs of Ghildren*s Hospitals, 
and others whose position renders tiieir 
opinions of special value, are requested to 
communicate with Mr. Tebb, 7 Albert Rood, 
Regents* Park, London, N.W., as early as 
possible. 
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THE 8T0BY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 
CHAPTER XSIII. 

BIBOH, OOLDBON AND BSOWH. 

It is part of the Jenneri&n legend that the iatro- 
daotion of TttcoumtioD was resisted bj prejudice, 
tarj and fanaticism, and that the praotioe mode 
its waj by aheer force of its proven efKcaey. The 
statement is widely at variance with facts. 
VocdnatioQ was accepted with instant acclama- 
tion by the medical profession, the royal family, 
and the pnblic as on infallible and hannleBs 
preventive of small-poi; and the snbseqnent 
course of experience was to disprove alike ite 
harmlessness and infallibility. That in some 
oases vaccination was encountered with absnrdity 
and violence lay in the nature of things, even 
as it was advocated with absurdity, violence and 
prevarication. It ia always eaey to raise a 
laugh by the exhibition of the extravagance of 
- either side in a hot diapnte, but to what pnr- 
poee ? It would have been no cause for surpriae 
if aome had been moved to scorn by the facile 
ondnlity with which Jenner's magical prescrip- 
MoD was so rashly accepted, bnt the world to 
which he appealed had no scientifio acquaintance 
with the laws of health, and it was in novriee 
nuurellouB that, convinced of the prophylaxy of 
inoculated small-pox, they shonld have been 
overcome by the plausibility of inoculated cow- 
pox. Yet were not all overeomB, nor were all 
who resisted the popular oraze furions. There 
was John Biroh, for example, surgeon to St. 
Thomofi'a Hospital, who with calmness and 
eogenoy steadily protested against the iutrodac- 
tion of " the new disease styled oow-pox; " and 
we may read his letters and pampblets and fail 
to note a fiery epithet oi nnkindlj imputation. 
People who talk as if all who opposed Jenner 
were steeped in ignorance and perversity can 
know nothing of John Birch. 

Although satisfied with variolous inoculation, 
he had no objection to vaccination in itself. He 
thought it hir that experiments with cow-pox 
shonld be tried, and the verdict of experience 
submitted to; bnt he complained that experience 
was anticipated and success proclaimed ere it 
was possible for the truth to be known, whilst 
every objector was overwhelmed with abuse. 
As an iUustration of the nnwarrantable per- 
soasion that prevailed in favour of the new 
practice before there was time to justify it, 
Biroh mentions that at the anniversary dinner 
at Ony's Hospital in 1802, he was surprised to 
find the usual bnraness set aside to secure signa- 
toree to Jenner's petition for a vote of money 



from Parliament, and that after dinner toasts, 
songs and compliments in hononr of Vaccinia 
were the order of the day. Booksellers, he 
relates, declined to publish anything against 
vaccination, and editors of newspapers and 
magazines would not sufier a word to appear to 
its disparagement. Those who resorted to 
doctors and hospitals for inoculation wiUi small- 
poi got cow-pox instead in spite of assertions to 
the oontrary. Chnrch vied with chapel in re- 
commending the new practice. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury was called upon to issne a letter 
directing the clergy to recommend vaccination 
from the pnlpit, but with (be wariness of his 
office, he sent bis chaplain to Birch to hear the 
other side, and tbe chaplain retired with the 
judioiouB observation, "His Grace most not 
commit the Church." Many clergymen, bow- 
ever, not only preached vaccination, bnt prao- 
tised it with restless assiduity. Dr. Erasmns 
Darwin was not without hope that baptism and 
vaecination might be associated. He wrote to 
Jenner, Derby, 24th February, 1802— 

favourable to 
young children, in a little time it may ooonr 
that Uie christening and vaccination of children 
may always be performed on the some day." 

The Vaccine Diteate to favourable to yovng 
children I The sentiment affords a vivid glimpse 
of the prevalent enchantment. "The idea of 
connecting religious services with vaccination," 
says Baron, "had occnrred to several individ- 
uals in this country as well as on the Continent."'*' 

" I viewed with indignant scorn," wrote Biieh, 
" the ungenerous artifice adopted by the Jen- 
nerian Society of sticking up in every Station 
House, in the Vestries of fanatical Chapels, and 
in Sunday Schools, that false Comparative 
View of the effect* of Small-Pox and Covi-Pox 
representing to the gaping multitude a frightful 
picture of Inoculation with the supposed misery 
attendant on it ; and exhibiting representations 
equally false and exaggerated of the blessings 
of Vaccination," 

The women were not behind the clergy in 
diffusing vaccine salvation. They were Jenner's 
most devoted allies. He took pains to teseh 
ladies to operate with " a light hand " so as not 
to draw blood, and boasted that one of his pupUB 
had ten thousand patients to her credit, rescued 
from tbe terror and peril of small-pox t 

As Birch observed, it was not a question of 
medicine or of surgery that he and others had 
to deal with, but an outburst of enthusiasm in 
which the methods and nrgiimcnta of science 

• LV aj Jtnner, Vol. I, p. Ml. 
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were swept heedlessly away. Any testimony to 
the credit of vaccination was accepted with 
alacrity, whilst the facts to its discredit were 
denied or explained away. This recklessness of 
procedure was most painfolly manifest in the 
conduct of the Committee of the House of 
Conmions which sat on Jenner*s first petition 
for money iu 1802 — 

'* The number of witnesses in support of the 
application," writes Birch, " was 40, but out of 
the forty 28 spoke from mere hearsay, and not 
from knowledge acquired in practice ; while the 
three who spoke agamst it were heard im- 
patiently, though they corroborated their evi- 
dence with proofs.'' 

Birch wished to know what cow-pox was. 
Jenner had said it was derived from horse- 
grease, but ** that origin is proved to be erron- 
eous, and is now given up, even by his best 
friends. On all hands it is admitted," Birch 
continues, ** that it is not a disease of the cow, 
but communicated to the cow by the milker. 
No cow that is allowed to suckle her own calf 
ever has the complaint." What, then, is the 
disease in the milker ? asked Birch. Is it small- 
pox ? Is it lues venerea f Is it itch ? A man 
came to St. Thomas's Hospital from an adjacent 
dairy with a hand and arm covered with ulcera- 
tions. He said several of the milkers and the 
cows' teats were affected in the same way, and 
he was told they had got cow-pox. Birch called 
one of his country pupils and asked him what 
was wrong with the man. "It is itch — rank 
itch," was his reply. A box of Jackson's oint- 
ment for the itch was given to him, and at the 
end of a week he reappeared at the Hospital 
cured. If cow-pox be itch, argued Birch — 

** Then if a patient be inoculated with the 
disorder, though it may suspend the capacity for 
small-pox for a season in the constitution, it 
will ultimately prove no security " — 

Which was to say, that it was not probable that 
small-pox and itch could occur together, and 
that a person inoculated with itch would pass 
through the variolous test successfully. In this 
connection we may recall the fact that Jenner 
found it impossible to vaccinate a regiment at 
Colchester, the men with their women and 
children all being afflicted with itch. 

Still farther to comphcate the mystery of 
cow-pox, Jenner began to describe it as genuine 
and spurious, but which was the one and which 
was the other he left in bewildering uncertainty. 
Said Birch — 

<t Though Dr. Jenner could not tell us what 
Oow-P( X was, he soon came forward to inform 



us that it was of two sorts — the one genuine and 
harmless, the other spurious and hurtful. 

*' Spurious Cow- Pox is a term I do not admit 
of. I know of no such thing as spwrious Small- 
Pox, spurious Measles, spurious Lues Venerea, 
spurious Scrophula." 

Birch's objection to spurious cow-pox was 
forcible, but what in the innocence of his heart 
he took for a blunder in 1806 was proved oat of 
Jenner's own mouth to be a deUberate dodge in 
1807. Pressed by the Conunittee of the College 
of Physicians to explain what he meant by 
Spurious Cow-Pox, he had to own that he knew 
nothing of such a malady, and that he had only 
meant to describe irregular effects of cow- 
pox on the arms of the vaccinated ! In other 
words, when vaccination turned out badly, he 
had found it convenient to ascribe the disaster 
to spurious vaccine! The pohcy revealed in 
this shameless avowal we find cynically justified 
in its results by Dr. Maunsell, who, in a weU 
known volume, wrote — 

" The term imperfect or spurious vaccination 
is frequentiy to be met with in books, and has 
been the cause of no small degree of confusion 
in practice, although, at the same time, it has 
frequently afforded the practitioner an excellent 
asylum against the storms now and then a/riting 
out of failures in the protective power of the 
vaccine disecue.'** 

From out the muddle as to the origin of cow- 
pox and its genuine and spurious varieties. 
Birch demanded. What had Jenner discovered ? 
It was not that cow-pox prevented small-pox, 
for that had been asserted by dairy-folk for 
generations, and disregarded by physicians 
because proved to be untrue. What then was 
it? Let him define liis discovery that they 
might know how to respect it. Let him explain 
why it was forbidden to inoculate from the 
cow. Was genuine cow-pox invisible and to be 
taken on trust ? Or was the disease so virulent 
on its first communication that it had to be 
meliorated in the body of some victim ere it was 
fit for public use ? Birch asked these questions 
as we continue to ask What is cow-pox ? Is it 
a disease of the cow ? Or is it communicated 
to the cow by man or horse? However 
definite the answers, the contradictions are 
equally definite, and the authorities to aU 
appearance equally good. 

Practical men answered for Jenner, as they 
presume to answer at this day, *' Whatever may 
be the origin of cow-pox, we know that vaooina- 

^ A Praetieal Treatise on the Management and Diseases 
of Children. Bv Biohurd T. Bvanion, ILD. mad Hemr 
Maunaell, M.D^ Professon in the Boyil OoQege of Snrnoia 
Ireluid. 2nd Ed., p. 422. DobUn: 1S88. 
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tion is harmless, and that it prevents small-por; 
and more we neither demand nor oare to in- 
quire." The consummate creduHty and conceit 
of such practical men is that stupidity against 
which, says Goethe, even the gods are powerless. 
It was practical men who *' on the mere show 
of reason" accepted vaccination before it could 
be tested ; and it was practical men who con- 
stituted the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons in 1802, jind on most superficial evidence, 
says Birch — 

''Recommended Dr. Jenner to the munifi- 
cence of Parliament for a discovery in practice 
which was never to prove fatal ; which was to 
excite no new humours or disorders in the con- 
stitution ; which was to be, not only a perfect 
security against small-pox, but would, if univer- 
sally adopted, prevent its recurrence for ever." 

These promises made in advance for vaccina- 
tion were speedily and notoriously belied. The 
harmlessness of the practice was foimd to be 
illusory — 

"It gave rise," wrote Birch, "to new and 
painful disorders. It was sometimes followed 
by itchy eruptions; sometimes by singular 
ulcerations ; and sometimes by glandular 
swellings of a nature wholly distinct from 
scrofula, or any other known glandular disease. 
Eruptions of the skin are most frequent, and 
may be heard of in every parish of London ; and 
whether Vaccination shall be called the Cow 
Evil, or the Jennerian Evil, posterity will have 
to determine." 

The non-fatality of the practice was also 
speedily confuted. The disc^rders it excited 
caused numerous deaths — from erysipelas 
especially. It was then said, as it continues to 
be said to this day, " Yes, but it was not vacci- 
nation, but erysipelas the patient died of" — a 
form of words that seems to satisfy many 
minds accounted rational. Birch holding by 
his own experience mentions three or four cases 
of death resulting from vaccination, and adds — 

" These cases were as favourably palliated and 
ingeniously excused as they could be ; but it is 
admitted that each patient waa punctv/red by a 
lancet infected with what is called Cow-Pox ; 
each arm so pu/nctured became inflamed and 
ulcerated, and each patient died,'' 

The Variolous Test, which was used so un- 
scrupulously to win converts to vaccination, 
was proved by the Inoculators to be untrust- 
worthy. They had no difficulty in variolating the 
vaccinated. When it was discovered that vacci- 
nation was no guard against small-pox, many of 
the vaccinated resorted to inoculation with small- 
pox, and they "took" as readily as did their 
nnvaocinated acquaintance. Five in one family^ 
the HigneUs of Cheltenham, vaccinated by 



Jenner were variolated by Mr. Freeman, and 
small-pox resulted in the ordinary course. No- 
thing indeed become plainer than that the 
vaunted Variolous Test was a mere conjuring 
trick, and the more judicious vaccinators ceased 
to refer to it. 

The promise that the vaccinated would re- 
mam for ever secure from small-pox Birch 
had no difficulty with. It was seen to be 
fallacious on all sides. Londoners vaccinated 
by the most approved operators caught small- 
pox, and died precisely as did the tm vaccinated. 
" Every post," said Birch in 1804, "brings me 
accounts of the failures of vaccination." As the 
failures multiplied, so did the excuses. There 
was the prime excuse of genuine and spurious 
cow-pox. If vaccination fjEdled, it could only be 
through the inadvertent use of spurious vaccine. 
Jenner had taught that one puncture was all- 
sufficient for protection, but as one was not 
found effective, it was asserted that two or 
three were requisite for absolute safety. 
Many, it was alleged, had been imperfectly 
operated upon by those who did not understand 
the disorder, and the practice of the women and 
clergy and other busybodies was thrown into 
discredit, although at the outset their services 
and testimonies had been blazoned abroad as 
indisputable; but Birch made this conclusive 
answer — 

" It cannot be meant to class Mr. Wachsell, 
Apothecary to the Small-Pox Hospital, or Mr. 
Ring, the Accoucheur, among ignorant and 
equivocal practitioners; and yet from the 
patients vaccinated by these two persons I 
could bring instance of more failures, more 
deaths, and more diseases than have occurred in 
the practice of any other two persons who have 
come within my knowledge." 

Many, moreover, who had been vaccinated 
by Jenner*s own hand fell victims to the 
disease, and he was so pestered with awkward 
questions, says Birch, " that to avoid the per- 
plexing appeals that were made to him daily, 
and the messages that^were perpetually sent re- 
quiring him to visit untoward oases, he retired 
from London." Subsequently he had to for- 
sake Cheltenham for the same reason. The 
convictions of quackery were too numerouB 
for his endurance. 

Having proved that vaccination did not pre- 
vent small-pox, whilst it was a frequent cause 
of illness and death. Birch held up to derision 
the fine promises wherewith its advocates had 
beguiled the people — 

"Were an architect io undertake to build an 
edifice which should be firm in its foundations ; 
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all ita rooms wind and water tight; and Buch as 
might be inhabited with perfect security ; if, be- 
fore the edifice were weU finished, the founda- 
tions were discovered to be rotten ; and if in lesa 
than seven years, several apartments had fallen 
in and killed those who occnpied them, while in 
a great number of rooms, the wind or rain was 
continuaEy beating in, could I be blamed for 
declaring that the architect had broken his con- 
tract, and tliat the edifice ought no longer to be 
inhabited ? Certainly not. Why then am I to 
be told that I am acting perversely when I re- 
monslrate against tlie practice of cow-pox? for 
snch an edifice as I have described, so rotten in 
its foundations, ao ill bnilt, so ruinous, is Vac- 
cination." 

Those who take success as the test of truth 
may say that Birch was unsnceessful i 
contention; but be was not unsuccessful. Vac- 
cination in London was discredited, and the ii 
posture abated, as the report of the College 
SorgeouB in 1B07 attests. Where retained, 
was not so much as a preventive as a mitigator 
of small-pox, its advocates being content to 
occupy the safe position that it made milder a 
disease the severity of which was unknown. 

Sirch died in 1S15. His sister reprinted his 
pamphlets and letters against vaccination (from 
which have conie our citations'''), and erected a 
monument to his memory in St. Margaret's, 
Bood Lane, Fenchnich Street, the inscription 
on which is noteworthy. It runs as follows — 
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William Goldson, member of the London 
College of Surgeons, practising at Portaea, 
published a pamphlet in 1804^ wherein be set 
forth a number of instances within his own 
experience of small-pox following vaooination 
by infection or inoculation. He did not tnm 
against vaccination, but suggested that its pro- 
phylaxy might neither be eo certain or bo en- 
during aa at first aasert«d. Vaccination, ha 
pointed out, had been carried into practice on a 
wave of enthusiasm, and it was not unrettfon- 
able to expect that on closer acquaintance some 
of the claims made for it should be subject to 
modification. Indeed so much was already 
admitted ; for failures had led to the discrimi- 
nation of spurious from genuine cow-pox, and to 
the issue of new instructions as to the period of 
taking vaccine, "on which point, it was now 
said, depended the whole sncceas of the oper- 
ation." Thus what was originally set forth as 
an operation for which any novice was com- 
petent, had developed into one of considerable 
delicacy with serious liability to miscarriage. 
tioldson, therefore, had fair reason to believe 
that bis own observations and suggestions 
would meet with candid consideration, and, if 
verified, serve for general guidance in the work 
of vaccination. 

It ia nnnecessary to recite Ooldson's cases. 
Interesting at the time, they are now common- 
place. He found that inocnlation with small- 
pox was possible at an interval after vaccination, 
and that infection witli amall-pox was equally 
possible under the like circnmHtances. One 
case is not«worthy for its connection with 
Jenner. A seaman, named Clarke, was saeoeas- 
foUy vaccinated on 4th November, 1800, and, 
returning from a voyage to the West Indies was 
put to the Variolous Test on 24th March, 1803, 
when he sickened witli small-pox and was sent 
to Hoslar. To prove that bis malady was 
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really small-pox, several persons were variolated 
from him. The committee of the House of 
Commons was sitting on Jenner's first claim for 
public inoney, and Goldson wrote to Jenner to 
come to Haslar and see Clarke for himself; but 
Jenner was too astute to cumber himself with 
difficulties at a time when so much cash was in 
question. The case was mentioned to the Com- 
mittee, but was treated as of no moment in 
presence of what they were pleased to regard as 
overwhelming evidence as to the perpetual 
virtue of vaccination. 

Goldson's was a modest pamphlet — con- 
jectural rather than demonstrative. He ven- 
tured to think it was possible that the efficacy 
of vaccine might be weakened by transmission 
from arm to arm, and that security might be 
restored by reversion to the cow — 

'* The casual Cow -Pox is produced by virus 
inm[iediately from the animal ; while the inocu- 
lated disease is the effect of new matter gen- 
erated by the action of the other on the human 
subject. Whether that new matter be possessed 
of the power to produce the same permanent 
properties as the pa/rent virus, time alone can 
decide." 

He likewise suggested that horse-grease might 
be inoculated on the nipple of the milch mare, 
and the vims used for equination. These and 
other points were advanced with a philosophic 
grace that ought to have commanded respect ; 
but, on the contrary, his pamphlet was received 
with a howl of fory, and its author denounced as 
an ill-conditioned fellow — ^ignorant, prejudiced, 
pig-headed. It was safer to be a pronounced 
anti-vacoinist than a vaccinator and harbour 
doubt as to any article of the Jennerian faith. 
Ring plied his bludgeon over the heretic, and 
Jenner wrote of him with malicious insolence — 
<* All his reasoning was erroneous ; " '* his 
arrogance was increased by attention;" **he 
obstinately held a veil before his eyes, and would 
not behold the vaccine light ; " '* one might as 
well contend with a blind man on the nature of 
a prism;" and so on. Qoldson's offence was 
that he laid his finger on some of the weaker 
points of vaccination; that his sight was too 
keen, and his reasoning too cogent. At this 
day the questions between him and Jenner are 
all decided by vaccinators in Goldson*8 favour.'*' 

Perhaps the most able attack on the practice 
of vaccination was delivered by Thomas Brown, 
smgeon, MjiaeeVtmrgh ; and it is much to be 
regretted that his book, published in Edinburgh 
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in 1809,* is so little known at this day. Brown 
had accepted vaccination, carried away, he 
admitted, by the common enthusiasm, and the 
unqualified audacity with which its claims were 
asserted — 

**The practice was introduced and recom- 
mended to the public by its Author as a perfect 
antidote and security against smallpox without 
any exception or reserve, and capable of bauishinff 
variola from tiie catalogue of human misery. I 
have no hesitation in confessing that I became an 
early convert and advocate of the new practice ; 
and it is now eight years and a half since I have 
uniformly advised and practised Vaccination, 
in which period, I may safelv sav, I have vac- 
cinated upwards of twelve hundred patients, 
and have only inoculated three at the positive 
request of parents. This course I persevered in 
until the present time, notwithstuiding I mot 
with several instances where it appeared to fail 
in giving security ; some about three years after 
the introduction of the practice ; a few more about 
two years ago ; and those which make part of 
the present volume within the last six months." 

An epidemic, in which his own perfectiy vac- 
cinated patients fell victims to small-pox, at 
last opened his eyes to the delusion in which he 
had so long walked, and to the perversity with 
which he and others had resisted the light of 
truth — 

**I am convinced from what has passed under my 
own observation for these last three or four yean, 
that we have been all guilty of rejecting evidence 
that deserved more attention, in consequence of 
the strong prepossessions which existed, from 
the very persuasive proof of vaccination resisting 
inoculation and exposure to infection, and from 
our judgments being goaded and over-powered 
with the positive and arbitrary opinions of its 
abettors. I am now perfectly satisfied, from 
my mind being under the influence of prejudice 
and blind to the impression of the liidrett 
evidence, that the last time small-pox was 
prevalent, I rejected and explained away many 
cases which were entitled to the most seriooi 
attention, and showed myself as violent and 
u/nrea$onable a partisan as anv of my brethren 
in propagating a practice, wnich I have now 
little doubt we moit ere long forrender at 
discretion." 

When Brown first saw the Taodnated proetrate 
with small-pox, he ooncloded that there mxmt 
have been some mistake about their vaceinatioti ; 
''for after vaccination it was impossible to 
contract small-pox;" but the evidence of his 
senses gradually overcame the pbantMj imposed 
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upon him, and like an honest man he proclaimed 
his error, and verified the experiences whereby 
he had been reluctantly corrected. He set forth 
with all particulars forty- eight cases of small- 
pox following vaccination within his own im- 
mediate cognizance, and though aware of many 
cases outside that cognizance, he Hmited him- 
self to what he could attest with personal 
assurance. He knew he would be told that 
the vaccinations had been imperfect, or that 
what he took for small-pox was some other 
eruption — 

" It is strenuously contended," saidBrown, " by 
nearly every author, and by almost every prac- 
titioner, that vaccination is a perfect antidote 
against small-pox, if the disease be properly com- 
municated ; and Dr. Jenner and his relative, Mr. 
G. Jenner, positively assert, that they have had 
not one instance of failure in their own practice. 
They all therefore, and without hesitation, refer 
the whole series of failures that have been 
brought forward to the sweeping power of im- 
perfect vaccination, or to the bUndness and 
stupidity of the medical practitioner who can- 
not distinguish between small-pox and chicken- 
pox, a rash, or bug-bites." 

Nor did Brown rest satisfied with proving 
that vaccination did not prevent small-pox. He 
also showed the fallacy of the variolous test. 
He adduced twelve cases in which vaccinated 
persons had been variolated as if they had never 
been vaccinated. Also four cases in which 
vaccination and variolation were effected simul- 
taneously, the diseases running their courses 
concurrently, proving there was no antagonism 
between them; and since they could occur 
together, what reason was left for supposing 
that one might not succeed the other ? 

Having found liberty in the truth, he reverted 
to Jenner's writings, and reading them with 
opened eyes, he was not slow to detect and to 
demonstrate the laxity of statement, the contra- 
dictions, and absurdities with which they were 
pervaded. No reply was attempted : no reply, 
indeed, was possible. The surgeons of the Edin- 
burgh Vaccine Institution issued An Examin- 
ation of Mr. Brovm^s Opinions and Statements, "^^ 
but they merely carped over non-essential de- 
tails, and left the main issues wholly unaffected. 
What they had to show was that Brown*s 
patients were either unvaccinated, or had not 
had small-pox ; and unable to do this, they were 
unable to do anything. 

Brown remained victor. He did not overthrow 
vaccination, nor restore variolation, but he did 

* Report of tkt Sxirgeong of the EdivXmrgh Vaccine 
JnatUutUmt corUaining an Examination of the Opintont 
andStatemenUofMr.BromiqfMuttelburghon Vaccination. 
XdiDbuivb : 1809. 



make an end in Scotland of confidence in vac- 
cination as an onmipotent safeguard against 
small-pox. The rite continued to be practised 
on humbler terms : ** it did no harm : even Mr. 
Brown allowed that it might.keep off small-pox 
for a time : and there was reason to believe that 
it tended to make the disease milder when it 
did occur." When a pretext for fees is established 
in any profession, it is never surrendered willingly 
imless for a better. Thirty years after his first 
pubUcation, in 1842, Brown reaffirmed his 
position in a series of letters* to Dr. George 
Gregory, a sympathetic friend, and advised a 
return to variolation in view of " the acknow- 
ledged defects of the Jennerian practice" — a 
dismal alternative. But it is in vain to expect 
any man to be nvuch in advance of his time : it 
suffices for honourable distinction that he be in 
advance. When Brown commenced practice, 
small-pox and other fevers were regarded as 
inevitable as storms and earthquakes, and the 
knowledge with which we are now so fftTnilinr 
that they are engendered in foul habits and 
habitations was for practical purposes unknown. 
Our reproach is, that knowing so much better, 
we surrender ourselves to a superstitious observ- 
ance conceived in days of darkness. 



Tabtab Emetic versus Vaccinia. — ^Liech- 
tenstein had found that matter from the 
pustules produced by Tartar Emetic Ointment 
produced a disease similar to cow-pox, and that 
persons so inoculated were nq^ liable to the 
infection of small-pox. — Lancet, 12th August, 
1848. 

** Treason, mt Lobds, Treason!" — Extra- 
ordinary is the fanaticism of vaccinators, but the 
following from the Chemists' Journal of 10th 
December is perhaps unique in extravagance — 
**The law is not strong enough. It should 
enforce vaccination itself. Moreover it should 
take measures to stop the wicked pi*oceeding8 of 
those ignorant firebrands who are continually 
inciting the vulgar to resist a law that has been 
the outcome of the foremost science of the day 
based on experience. The Anti-Vaccination 
Society or League is contending against the 
happiness of the community; it is rebelling 
against the pubUc; and it must be publicly 
impeached by it, since its treason is against the 
commonwealth in seeking to let loose upon us 
once more all the horrors of the fellest scourffe 
of pa«t times." 



"* ^n Investigation of the Present Unsatiafaetory and 
Defective State of VaednaUonf and ^ Stvertu Sacpedients 
proposed for removing the now Acknowledged D^eds of the 
Jennerian practice. In a Series of Letters addressed to Dr 
Oeorge Gregory , Physician to the Small-Pox and Vaeeination 
Hospital, London ; which also are intended m an Answer to 
the Qwries of the Academy of Science in Paris, p roposed as 
the suineet of a Prize Essay. By ThomM Brown, fonnertT 
Medical Practitioner in Muaielbuiilk. Ediiilni>|li : I8|j[ 
pp. 139. 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



161 



THE POSITION AND PROSPECTS OP 

THE REVOLT AGAINST COMPULSORY 

VACCINATION IN ENGLAND. 

A Paper Bead by Mr. William Tebb before the 
JtUematianal Anii- Vaccination Congress at the 
Salle des Coi\ferenceSf Paris, 11th December, 
1880. 

CoHTBifTs:— A Political Prophecy —What the Vaccination 
Laws in England Impose— Determined Resistance — The 
Keighley Guardians — The Vaccination Acts Ignored in 
Keighley and Bingley — Personal Experience among the 
Worlting Classes— Their Repugnance to Vaccination— The 
Magistracy Tainted with Vaccination Heresy— The Na- 
tional Anti-Compulsory Vaccination League and the Lon- 
don Society for the Abolition of Compulsory Vaccination 
and their Journals —Parliamentary Opposition to the 
Existing Laws— Our Legislators on the vaccination Ques- 
tion — Opinions of Members of the Liberal Government— 
The Bill for the Abolition of Multiple Penalties— Medical 
Opposition — Mr. Dodson's Rebuff— Enormous Vested 
Interests— Sir Thomas Chambers'H Estimate— Herbert 
Spencer— Signs of Progress and Prophecy. 



M. Labbee has done me the honour in Le 
Be veil Medical to allude to the subject of an 
address delivered by me last winter in London 
on the **PoHtical Aspect of the Vaccination 
Question," and to the prediction I ventured to 
make that the new Parliament then just elected 
would either amend the Vaccination Acts or 
repeal them altogether. In England the law 
does not enforce vaccination vi et armis by 
taking the child out of the hands of the parent, 
but it imposes a series of penalties, easily paid 
by the rich but crushing and ruinous to the poor, 
with the alternative of imprisonment. Some 
Anti- Vaccinators have been fined 40 times, witli 
costs imposed on every conviction, while one 
man (Washington Nye of Chatham) has been 
imprisoned nine times. So unjust is the law felt 
to be that often Guardians of the Poor, whose 
duty it is to initiate the proceedings, refuse to 
prosecute, and at Keighley almost the entire 
Board of Guardians were five years ago im- 
prisoned in York Castle for contumacy in this 
respect. A return just made by the Keighley Board 
of Guardians shows that for the latter half of 1879, 
of 588 births there have been only 47 vaccina- 
tions, the town containing 80,000 inhabitants ; 
and in Bingley, in the same county, with 25,000 
inhabitants, only 16 per cent, are vaccinated. 
This not owing to indifference, but is entirely 
owing to the determined hostility of the people 
to vaccination. In these un vaccinated towns 
small-pox is of rare occurrence. 

In the town of Leicester, with 180,000 
inhabitants, which is represented in Parlia- 
ment by Mr. P. A. Taylor, the revolt against 
the practice and the law is still more formid- 
able, the present increase of the unvaccinated 
population being at the rate of 1,600 per annum. 
Not a single voice is raised to defend the com- 
pulsory law, and the dogma is in a rapid state of 
dissolution. As I have already said, I ventured 



the opinion that the present Liberal Parliament 
(elected expressly to carry reforms demanded 
by the people) would make an end of this 
oppressive law, which has not inappropriately 
been compared to the atrocious Fugitive Slave 
Law, passed thirty years ago, in the United States 
of America, and it may not be uninteresting to 
you if I briefly state the grounds for this belief. 
First of all let me say that the revolt against 
compulsory vaccination is deep, widespread, and 
increasing. It is no exaggeration to say that 
the opponents in numbers far outweigh its sup- 
porters, which last are mainly confined to a 
powerful interested medical profession and those 
who can be influenced by that profession. It 
has been my opportunity to travel in every part 
of England, and to inquire among the mechanics, 
farm labourers, and working classes generally, 
who form the bulk of the population, and those 
almost universally condemn vaccination as a 
baneful and disgusting practice to which they 
assent only under compulsion ; and in justifica- 
tion of their objection they generally refer to 
the child of some friend, neighbour, or relative, 
or sometimes their own, who has been maimed 
for life or killed outright by vaccination. Dr. 
Warner, of Ryde, says from his own experience 
such disasters are often met with in the London 
hospitals, and he should not believe any medical 
man who testified to the contrary. A respect- 
able working tradesman in my own parish of 
St. Pancras, London, told me a few weeks ago, 
with voice trembling with emotion, that he had 
lost three children through vaccination, and that 
he had four children in good health, without 
blemish, unvaccinated. He begged me not to 
mention the fact, as the vaccination prosecutions 
if begun would ruin him. The births of his 
children were not registered — an expedient 
adopted by thousands of parents in the metro- 
polis every year in order to escape vaccination 
prosecutions. Public opposition to vaccination 
in some towns is reflected on the Magisterial 
Bench, and in Leicester, Boston, Bedford, 
Gloucester, Keighley, and other places, magis- 
trates, although feeling bound to administer the 
law, take care to impose upon anti- vaccinators 
the smallest possible penalties, such as 6d. and 
Is., and in Ireland large numbers of objectors 
have been fined only Id.! Some magistrates, 
like Lord GUfton and Sir J. Clarke Jervoise, have 
vacated their positions on the bench rather than 
put such a tyrannous law in force. In the town 
of Leicester the entire Board of Guardians 
petitioned the Government to be relieved from 
the odious task of prosecuting their non-vao- 



162 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



oinaiing feUow-citizens, and only a few weeks 
ago a memorial was presented by the Guardians 
of Staleybridge, likewise showing the dangers 
of yaooination, and asking what credit, if any, 
is due to vaccination in controlling small-pox. 
In most of the large centres of population there 
are anti-vaccination leagues to carry on the 
agitation against compulsory vaccination ; then 
there is the central organisation called the 
National Anti-Compuhory Vaccination League, 
under the presidency of Mr. William Hume 
Bothery, an indefatigable worker, aided by his 
wife, the hon. secretary, Mrs. Hume Bothery, 
who is a corresponding member of this Inter- 
national League. Mrs. Hume Bothery is editor 
of the National Anti-Compulaory Vaccination 
Beporter, This society, by reporting all the 
cruel prosecutions, recording all important 
events connected with the movement, and ex- 
posing the devices of the medical Trades Union, 
always on the alert to perpetuate vaccination, 
has done great service to the cause. The London 
Society for the Abolition of Compulsory Vac- 
cination, which I have the honour to represent 
at this Convention, is of recent formation ; its 
aim being to publish and diffuse information on 
the subject whenever needed, and to assist in 
guiding this now irrepressible conflict. It 
organised an important deputation against com- 
pulsory vaccination to the Government on the 
2nd of last August, and is now getting up 
lectures and conferences, arranging deputations 
to members of Parliament, publishing tracts, 
and sending out literature to all parts of the 
world. Its opinions are generally represented 
by the Vaccination Inquirer and Health Be- 
view. These organisations are working har- 
moniously with each other, and while their 
methods of operation are somewhat different, 
their great central aim is to obtain the repeal of 
all Compulsory Vaccination Legislation. The 
question then naturally presents itself — Is the 
opposition which I have indicated reflected in 
the Legislature, or is it only an unrepresented 
quantity. It would be easy to show that the 
feeling of repugnance to the existing laws has 
been exhibited by legislators of every shade of 
political opinion, and to an extent far beyond 
which is generally supposed. In 1871 a Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, owing to the 
public dissatisfaction which the law excited, sat 
upon this question, and every member of that 
Oommittee, numbering 17 in all, unanimously re- 
commended that a single fine only for non-vacci- 
nation should be imposed. A Bill embodying 
that resolution pa^^^cd the House of Commons, 



and on being sent up to the House of Lords on 
the last day of the Session, it was defeated by 
one vote, and that the vote of Dr. Dumford, 
Bishop of Chichester, who was hurried into the 
House for that purpose just before the count was 
taken. I have collected a series of testimonies 
in a small volume entitled Our Legitlaion on 
the Vaccination Question, which some of you 
have seen, but it would take too long to quote 
from these generally, and individual opinions, 
it may be thought, do not reckon for much. I 
shall therefore limit my references to the 
opinions of members of the Government, and 
you will see by these quotations that I am not 
without groimds for the prophecy I have ven- 
tured to make as to the entire abolition of the 
compulsory Acts. First of all, the Bight Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone, the head of Her Majesty's 
Government, said, in a letter to Mr. Henry 
Pitman in 1876, "I regard compulsoiy and 
penal provisions, such as those of the Vaccina- 
tion Act, with mistrust and misgiving, and were 
I engaged on an inquiry I should require very 
clear proof of their necessity before giving them 
my approval ; but I am not able to undertake 
to enter upon an examination of the question.'* 
This opinion was confirmed in a communication 
to myself, 29th September, 1877. Again in 
House of Conunons in 1878, in the debate on 
Mr. Pease's Bill for Abolishing Cumulative 
Penalties for Non- Vaccination, the same distin- 
jpiished statesman said, *' The great ineqoality 
of the Vacccination Law, as it stood, was the 
strongest reason for doing what they could to 
mitigate its severity. The cumulative penalties 
were a trifle to wealthy men, but to the poor 
they were of a crushing character. Even if 
they reduced the penalties to a limited amonnt, 
they would, under all the circumstances, be a 
much severer charge to the poor man than to 
the rich." And, farther, Mr. Gladstone said, 
*' The dissatisfaction of the dissentients was of 
an extremely acute character ; its range did not 
appear to be diminishing, and they were not 
without their journal and their organisation. 
The tables of honourable members groaned 
under the number of anti- vaccination pamphlets 
and papers. The' question was in a state which 
he thought the House could not altogether pass 
by." Mr. Gladstone, once having made up his 
mind as to the urgency of reform, is not the man 
to go from it, though, as with all other states- 
men, his intention may be thwarted for a time 
by powerful vested interests. Next in impo!rt- 
anoe, and oanying weight whenever made, airo 
the trenchant utterances of the Chancellor of 
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the Duchy of Lancaster, Mr. John Bright, who 
says, ''The law which inflicts penalty after 
penalty on a parent who is unwilling to have 
his child vaccinated is monstrous, and ought to 
he repealed.'* The Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, Sir William Harcourt, in a 
reply to a deputation at Derhy during the early 
part of this year, said, ** The question of com- 
pulsory vaccination is entirely one of evidence, 
and I will give the statements which have heen 
made my careful attention. All I can say is 
that I will keep my mind open to conviction. 
If it can he shown that vaccination does not 
diminiBh small-pox the compulsion cannot he 
justifled. As to other diseases heing conveyed 
hy the vaccine, it is very prohahle that such is 
the case, even when great care is taken ; hut it 
is a question of the halance of advantages, 
which can only he decided upon an investigation 
of the full evidence." The Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, the Bight Hon. W. E. Forster, said in 
the House of Commons in 1877, ** The law which 
enforced vaccination did not meet the case of 
the rich, and it no douht did hear rather hardly 
on the poor. Hence there were anti- vaccination 
societies." Then we have the opinion of the 
Vice-President of the Council on Education. 
The Bight Hon. A. J. Mundella, in reply to a 
deputation of opponents to compulsory vaccina- 
tion in the town of Sheffield, said, *' My wife 
recently expressed a wish that I should he re- 
vaccinated; hut I refused. I will not he re- 
vaccinated. I helieve there must he some danger 
in the operation." The Under-Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs, Sir Charles Dilke, said in a 
letter to Mr. Thomas Baker in March last, *' I 
have no hesitation in saying that I shall certainly 
support any motion in favour of an inquiry into 
the working of the Compulsory Vaccination 
Act." These are all members of the present 
Government, and it was upon such opinions, 
with others of the same tenor, that I ventured 
the prophecy alluded to in the Beveil MecUcal, 
Well, no sooner, is the present Government 
installed when the Bight Hon. J. G. Dodson, 
the head of the Vaccination Department, gave 
notice of their intention to bring in a Bill to 
abolish multiple penalties, and thus do away 
with much of the severity which characterises 
the present Acts. Immediately the announce- 
ment was made the medical Trades Union, see- 
ing their prestige in danger, got up petition 
after petition, and deputation after deputation, 
to the President of the Local Government Board 
to induce the Government to withdraw the 
Bill, which they oharacterisod as a measure for 



spreading small-pox ; but it was noticeable that 
all the deputations were either composed of 
medical men, or had been got up by them, and 
none of the speakers at these deputations ever 
attempted to answer the damaging facts against 
vaccination, as revealed by the recent Parlia- 
mentary Betums (No. 483 Vaccination MortaHty 
and No. 6 Oeneral and In/ant Mortality^ 
July 3rd, 1879), but contented thems^ves 
with abusing the anti- vaccinators as a set 
of ignorant fanatics. When a defendant has 
no case he abuses the plaintiff^s attorney. 
Mr. Dodson at length became rather disgusted 
with the unreasonable hostility shown by an 
interested profession to the Government Bill, 
and on the 2nd of August, in reply to a deputa- 
tion of medical men, with whom was Mr. 
Spottiswoode, the President of the Boyal 
Society, he concluded his remarks with a rebuff 
which they probably will not readily forget. 
He said that **the opinions of medical men 
were entitled to much weight, but they were 
not entitled to outweigh all other opinions, 
particularly the opinions of those who have to 
administer the law. ' * There are 20,000 registered 
medical practitioners in England, who, accord- 
ing to an estimate made by Sir Thos. Chambers, 
the Becorder of the City of London, receive 
emoluments to the extent of two millions a 
year, directly or indirectly, by compulsory 
vaccination; though it is probable that these 
figures include the professional fees arising out 
of the mischievous sequelae of vaccination. 
It has been estimated that the adoption 
of the Government Bill would have reduced 
these emoluments by one half, and we must not 
be surprised therefore at this determined opposi- 
tion, or at being told, in the words of Mr. Ernest 
Hart, that the Bill has filled the entire medical 
profession *' with alarm and regret." Hinc ilia 
lacrynuB. Nor is it bearing harshly on the 
honour of a noble profession to estimate the 
opposition partly in relation to self-interest, as 
since the world began all professions are more 
or less biased by similar influences. Mr. 
Herbert Spencer, probably the most acute 
observer in England as to the causes of things, 
points out that one of the chief ''distorting 
influences existing in the medium through 
which facts reach us, results from the self- 
seeking, pecuniary or otherwise, of those 
who testify. We require constantly to bear 
in mind that personal interests effect most 
of the statements on which sociological con* 
elusions are based, and on which legislation 
proceeds. Every one knows this to be so where 



164 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



the evidence concerns mercantile affairs." This 
is human nature. The Bill was withdrawn. 
The fight against compulsory medicine is only 
a fight against intolerance in a new form. Our 
ancestors, through much tribulation, gained for 
us freedom against the imposition of religious 
dogmas ; our contention is for the same liberty 
with regard to medical dogmas. If Jenner's 
prescription against small-pox was ever so good, 
we maintain that it would be cruel and 
tyrannical to enforce it. Medicine is a change- 
able and, we hope, a constantly improving art. 
But compulsion cuts at the root of all progress. 
Dr. Enoch Bobinson wisely says ** that the 
battle against small-pox must be fought outside 
the body by sanitation and hygiene, and not 
inside by introducing poisons, the effects of 
which no man can determine. " Next session the 
contest vnll be renewed by Mr. P. A. Taylor in 
the House of Commons in a substantive motion 
against Compulsory Vaccination altogether, as 
nothing short of this will allay the intense feel- 
ings of anxiety, and the sense of cruel tyranny 
which prevails. We feel encouraged by the 
growth of true sanitary sience ; by the accumu- 
lating evidence of the increasing opposition to 
vaccination both at home and abroad ; by the 
formation of anti-vaccination leagues in New 
York ; by the petitions against enforced vaccina- 
tion in the Senate of Massachussetts, United 
States ; by motions in the Victorian House of 
Legislature, Australia, for the abolition of 
compulsion, by the progress of the agitation in 
Switzerland, and the swelling antagonism 
organised in every part of Germany, and parti- 
cularly in the Reichstag ; by the crusade initiated 
in Belgium by Dr. Hubert Boens ; by develop- 
ment of an extensive opposition in Holland, and 
lastly, the movement in France under the able 
direction of Dr. E. Labb^e. The opinion largely 
prevails, however, that the land where this revolt- 
ing superstition was initiated, should be the first 
to cast it out, and when the Compulsory Acts 
in Great Britain are repealed (which, I think, I 
have given good grounds for believing, will 
probably be done by the present Parliament), 
the abolition of Vaccination Legislation, both 
direct and indirect, in all other nations will 
speedily follow, and the practice of vaccination 
itself be relegated to the vast limbo of exploded 
maleficent medical delusions. 



Whebe the law comes into conflict with the 
oonsoiences of men, it is the law that should be 
altered, and not conscience that should be 
forced. — John Mobley in FM MaU Gazette, 
Gib November. 



THE PARIS CONGRESS. 

From Prof. F. W. Newman. 

Dear Sir, — The medical vaccination men 
either ignorantly or basely always neglect to 
notice — 

1. — Our arguments from Moral Right. 

2. — Our arguments from Constitational 

Right. 
3. — Our arguments of a decisiye character 
from their own Statistics. 
Under the last I specify — 

(a) Years of prevalent small-pox are not years 
of increased mortality. This one fact settles the 
controversy against them. 

(b) Illness and death by small-pox have in- 
creased since they made vaccination compulsory. 

(c) Vaccination (so-called) induces other dis- 
eases, which they are helpless to prevent. 

(d) They themselves recommend vaccinatioA to 
be repeated, and cannot tell how often it is 
needed ; for their own statistics force them to 
admit that its preventive force may not stand 
out against an epidemic next year. 

When we add — 

(e) That they refuse even to experiment on the 
methods of treating small-pox which are alleged 
by actual trial to niake the disease very tractable 
by certain herbs, by hot baths of water and 
by hot 2k\i, ^persisting themselves in the old 
methods which lead them to believe small-pox 
to be an awfal danger instead of a salutary vent 
of evil. 

(/) They take no means to investigate the 
vera causa of small-pox with a view to prevent 
it in the only conmion-sense way. 

(g) That uieir predecessors who spread small- 
pox by inoculation, and Jennet who believed 
small-pox after vaccination was impossible, 
have ahke been proved wrong by fact. 

My beUef is, that the present Parliament will 
condenm compulsion, if the whole case be laid 
before it. We must refose all compromise. 
Sincerely yours, F. W. Newman. 

W. Tebb, Esq. 



From Db. Gabth Wilkinson. 

To the President and Members of the Inter- 
national Congress on Comjpulsory Vac- 
cination, 

76 Wimpole Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
London, December 2nd, 1880. 

Sir, and Gentlemen, — I am unable to attend 
the sittings of your Body, but cannot refrain 
from expressing my hearty concurrence witili the 
Sacred Cause you are about to plead. 

Nowhere in the World is there a greater fusion 
of the Social, Political, and Scientific Idea than 
in Paris: nowhere is that Idea capable of a 
greater fire, and of becoming a more burning 
and shining light than in Paris. It is well then 
that men of all nations should resort thither, to 
be kindled with the enthusiasm that reigns as a 
constant power in the heart and lungs of Franee. 

May iJl your deliberations be directed for 
good. 

The ^present fdnction of Ideasy and of the 
instruction they impart, is the repression of 
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Wrong, the redress of Iniqnity, and the Repeal 
of Evil Laws. That function yon are urgently 
called npon to put in force. 

A wider, and deeper, and subtler Social Evil 
than universal Compulsory Vaccination is 
scarcely conceivable ; on the physical side, 
universal pollution; on the side of manhood, 
womanhood, and childhood, with their several 
dignities, it is to the extent of its reach, degrada- 
tion and extinction. The cradle is bom to an 
inmiediate medical hell. 

Politically, Compulsory Vaccination is an 
innermost stab of Liberty which piercing its 
heart, will find its courage and licaven-bom 
principles and convictions in other directions an 
easy prey. State medicine can do what it Ukes 
with us, if we once let it do this. 

Scientifically, Science murders itself here. 
It befouls the whole world to make it sweet and 
clean. It demonises Medicine, and prepares it 
in the next stages, to be the Supremo Quack 
and grand ApoUyon or Destroyer of the Human 
Race. These are now proved facts from incon- 
testable data. — Your affectionate and obedient 
Confrere, J. J. Garth Wilkinson. 



and heartily wish that those philanthropiBts 
present may be able to devise some plan to 
suppress the murderous and disease-prodnoing 
practice of vaccination. Should they succeed 
in doing this they will earn the thanks of 
universal humanity, and their names wiU be 
held in grateful remembrance when that of 
Jenncr has been consigned to that obhvion to 
wliich it is even now fast hastening amidst the 
execrations of thousands who liave felt in them- 
selves, or those dear to them, the baneful effects 
of the practice. — Yours in the cause of parental 
freedom, William Young. 



From Mb. Alexander Wheeler. 

Darlington, 8th December, 1880. 

Dear Mr. Tebb, — I am sorry I cannot join 
you at that which I believe to be a great Con- 
gress of sanitary reformers, especially as it 
would have enabled me to see PariR airl tlio 
friends we have there in this cause. I wish you 
success, and I look with pleasure to this Con- 
vention not only because it is the sign of a great 
movement in Continental opinion, but because 
I hope Paris will become the centre of a move- 
ment for freeing officials especially from the 
evils and risks of re- vaccination. 

It is only natural that English medical inen 
should be slow to oppose the Jenncrian dogma. 
Jenner was an English doctor ; but the doctors 
of the Continent need not yield him any blind 
allegiance. Their duty is to teach the world 
that it is a great crime to invade a healthy body 
vTith the virus of disease. It is a great wrong 
done to the person diseased, and it is a wrong 
done to society to set up any disease which we 
can avoid. 

Our cry is for health; there are diseases 
enough to afflict the poor, and add to the 
struggle for existence. Banish the cow-pox of 
Jenner, and there will be one great affliction 
less for society to bear. 

A time will come when this diseasing of all 
infiajits in the tender months of early childhood 
will be looked upon with feelings of shame. 
Then your doings and the work of this Congress 
will be that of which we shall find men proud, 
and at the recollection of it they will rejoice. — 
Yours very truly, Alexander Wheeler. 

From Mr. William Young. 

72 Mansfield Boad, London, 
December 6th, 1880. 
Dear Mr. Tebb, — I regret that I shall not be 
able to attend the Anti- Vaccination Convention 
in Paris. However, I shall be there in spirit, 



VACCINATION IN CALIFOBNIA. 

4G2 First-street, Oakland, California. 
27th November, 1880. 

I am one of those who speak from bitter 
experience, having buried a boy who died from 
the effects of successful vaccination. I say so 
deUberately, for I have the testimony of the 
physician verified by a jpost mortem examina- 
tion. Although the physician is one of the most 
successful in tliis city, and a vaccinator, he did 
not hesitate to state in the presence of witnesses 
what was the true cause of my child's death. 

There has recently been an outbreak of small- 
pox in Oakland and San Francisco, and as 
usual the credulous and superstitious are offer- 
ing tliemselves to unscrupulous M.D.'s, who 
promise to protect them at the rate of from one 
to three dollars apiece. Some of the doctors 
state that the ordinary matter is one dollar a 
vaccination, whilst the pure bovine virus is 
three dollars ! 

Opposition to vaccination is increasing every 
day. We labour under many difficulties in 
procuring information, especially trustworthy 
statistics. All the health officers are vaccinators, 
,v.\\ in their reports they dexterously conceal 
whatever seems to show the ill effects or useless- 
ness of vaccination. For instance, during the 
recent epidemic in Oakland we wore unable to 
obtain from the health officer any statement as 
to the nimabers of the vaccinated and the un- 
vaccinated, but merely a bald report of the cases 
of diseases and death ; and tliis in the second 
city of California with 85,000 inhabitants. My 
wife and I feel that we sliould spare no effort to 
save others from the suffering we have endured, 
and as T have lived in Oakland since 1854, and 
occupy a somewhat prominent position, our 
expeiience is regarded with much interest; and 
there are very few who listen and investigate 
who consent to be vaccinated themselves or 
suffer those over whom they have control te 
submit to the infliction. Wilber Walker. 



Vaccination in Spain. — Mr. Wm. Tebb, of 
London, writes us as follows : — I am happy to 
say there is no compulsory vaccination law in 
Spain ; and the American Consul informs me that 
tliere is here a strong objection to vaccination 
altogether. Our sapient doctors would conclude 
that the population is being decimated by small- 
pox — just the contrary, the epidemics are less 
virulent than in the best vaccinated States." — 
National Independent, 
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THE SAN FBANCI8C0 WASP. 

Thb San Francisco Wasp is a jonmftl of great 
ability and large ciroulation, and has published 
a series of well-informed and vigorons articles 
against vaccination by Mr. Clarence M. Hunt. 
In an editorial of 20th November, we read — 

'* It is too early to congratulate ourselves on 
our escape from small-pox. Should atmospheric 
conditions continue unfavourable, we may yet 
see a real epidemic. So far, there have been 
but very few cases of genuine variola. The 
absurd and dangerous practice of vaccination 
works a double evil, as it gives people a fancied 
security, which has no basis in fact, and thus 

Erevents them from taking useful sanitary and 
ygienic precautions. However, the practice 
vnll, we suppose, have to run its course, as have 
bleeding, and salivating, and purging, and the 
thousand other errors, which have, in their 
time, been as hotly defended by the medical 
bigots. Vaccination would hardly have re- 
mained fashionable so long as it has, were it not 
for its exceeding profitableness. The recent 
scare must have thrown at least $50,000 into 
the pockets of our local physicians. Think 
of it I Fifty thousand dollars paid out within 
ten days for filthy matter, the secretion of a 
sick animal. And then go and smile at the 
folly of simple natives, who swallow powdered 
toads, and wear amulets. But then the majority 
of the doctors approve of it I Ah, yes I And 
the doctors have oeen so invariably correct, in 
everything they have saddled upon suffering 
humanity, during the past two thousand years, 
have they not ? All our subscribers should read 
and circulate amongst their friends the articles 
on Vaccination, which are now appearing in the 
Wa^p. They show up this disgusting fraud in 
its true light." 

LORD WALSINGHAM TO MR. YOUNG. 

When the Vaccination Act (1871) Amendment 
Bill was before the House of Lords in 1874, Mr. 
Wm. Young wrote to Lord Wakingham, who 
had care of the measure, remonstrating with 
him on its oppressive character. His lordship 
replied as follows — 

" 22 Chester Street, 80th July, 1874. 
"Sir, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 29th inst, and to point out to 
you in the remarks I made in the House of 
Lords on the second reading of the Vaccination 
Act Amendment Bill that I distinctly stated 
that it was in no degree the intention of the 
measure that prosecutions in cases of con- 
scientious objections to compulsory vaccination 
should be carried to the extent of persecution. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Walsingham." 

Lord Walsingham was very simple if he 
believed his intention would be used to interpret 
the Act. His words have been cited before 
many magistrates, who dismiss them as irrele- 
vant, and proceed to fine conscientious objectors 
without mercy, insisting that the Act means 
nothing if it does not mean prosecution (or 
persecution) until vaccination is performed. 



THE VACCINATION REASON WHY. 

Few persons are aware of the extent to which 
the ratepayers are taxed to support that " fallacy 
of the faculty," Vaccination ; many indeed be- 
lieving that the services rendered by doctors in 
dispensing the noatrv/m of the ** immortal Jen- 
ner " are purely gratuitous. A perusal of the 
following statistics will convince such of their 
error. 

The Boards of Guardians in England and 
Wales, are the Local Vaccination Authorities of 
the Kingdom. They have at work under them, 
first, for the performance of the Vaccinations, 
more than 8,000 medical practitioners, acting 
as Public Vaccinators, and secondly, for the 
non-medical part of the business, about 1,400 
so-called Vaccination Officers. 

The total cost of Public Vaccination is made 
up of three items: — 1. Vaccination fees and ex- 
penses, the payment of which falls on the Poor- 
rate. 2. Awards, or bonuses, in consideration 
of the excellence of the work done by the Public 
Vaccinators ; which work they have been already 
paid for doing under Item I. f These awards 
are paid^by grant of Parliament under Section 
5 of the Vaccination Act of 1867. 8. The 
salaries of the itinerant Medical Vaccination 
Inspectors of the Local Government Board. 

Vaccination Fees and Expenses, arranged in 
periods of five years : — 

For the five years ending Lady Day — 

1846, jei04,718 

1850 120,544 

1866, 179,176 

1860, 218,998 

1865, 257,089 

1870 279,571 

1876, 447,864 

For the four years ending Lady Day — 
1879, 850,519 



;gl, 957,978 



N amies amd Salaries of the Medical Vaccin- 
ation Inspectors of the Local Government 
Board; chief supporters of the Vaccination 
delusion. (FromWhitaker's A Imanack^ 1881 .) 

Akkual Salakt. 
Medical Officer— G. Buchanan, M.D. ;£1,200 
As. Med. Officer— J. N. Radcliffe, Esq., 1,000 

Inspectors. 



H. Stevens, M.D., 






^800 


R. T. Thome, M.D., 






800 


F. H. Blaxall, M.D., 






700 


C. J. Beard, M.D., 






600 


E. Ballard, M.D.,... 






600 


H. Airy, M.D., 






600 


W. H. Power, 






600 


H. F. Parsons, 






500 


J. Spear, 




- • • 


600 


A. B. Fam, Assistant 


Inspector 




of Vaccine Lymph, 


••• 
Total, 


• • • 

1 ••• 


400 


Annual' 


^,800 






Wm. 


TOUKO. 



AD VERTISBMBNTS. 



VACCINATION TRACTS. 



1. L«tt«n uid Opinion! of Medioal Men. 

% Fust! and Figures, showing that Vaodnation has fkiled to 
stamp out, arrest, or mitigate Small-pox. 

3 & 4. Opinions of Satesmen, Politicians, Publicists, Statis- 
ticians, and Sanitarians. 

6. Cases of I>isease, Suffering, and Death, reported by the 
Injured Families. 

6. The Vaccination Laws a Scandal to Public Honesty and 

Religion. 

7. Vaccination a sign of the Decay of the Political and Medical 

Conscience of the Country. 

8. The Propagation of Syphilis to Infants and Adulto by 

Vaccination and Re- vaccination. 

9. Vaccination evil in its Principles, false in its Reasons, and 

Deadly in ito Results. 



10. Vaccination subverts Dentition, and is the oaote of the 

prevalent Deformity and Decay of the Teeth. 

11. Compulsory Vaccination a Desecration of Law, a Breaker 

of Homes, and Persecutor of the Poor. 

12. Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Part I. 

—The Imposture of the current Small-pox Lymnh 
called Vaccine, and the new Imposture of Calf-I^ymnli. 
Also, the Chaos of Statute Law dealing with Vaooine 
Substance. 

IS. Historical and Critical Summary in Three Parts. Part S. 
—The Cry of the People against Vaccination is seoondod 
by the Registrar-OeneraPs Returns, and Justified by 
the Evidence of Pathology. 

14. Historical and Critical Summarv in Three Parts. Part 8. 
—Pro Ariiet FoeU, The Religious Nature and Poli- 
tical Necesfrity of the Vaccination War. 



In 1 Vol. Oloth, with Preface and Supplement, pp. XXX, 2b. 6d., post free. 

The 9afM TracU in Oermanf with Indexes^ viz.:— 
BncydopiUiie des Impfens und Seiner Folgen sowie eine Untersuchung des Vorgeshlagenen Impf ens mit Kalbs-Lymphe. Price fit. 



SPEECH OF P. A. TAYLOR, ESQ., MP. 

Delivered in the House of Commons^ 11th June, 1880, on Dr. Cameron's Resolution 
respecting Animal Yaccine. 

4d. per Dozen, post free. 

LoiTDON Society for the Abolition of Compulsory Vaccination 
and E. W. Allen, 1 1 Ave Maria Lane, London, E.C. 

id. Each or 28. per 100. 
HOW BABY WAS KILLBD. 

Reprinted from the ''Weekly TimMr 

THB VACDINATION REASON WHY. 

Cost of Public Vaccination in England and Wales. Conipiled from the Reports of the Local Qovem- 

ment Board by William Young. Price ONE HALFPENNY. 

In Press, 
A VOLUME OF ENGLISH AND FOREIGN 

ANTI-VACCINATION LITEBATUEE, 

Comprising the Titles, etc., of upwards of 300 Books, Pamphlets, Tracts, and Memoirs. 



Price Id. 

OOMPUIiSOBY DISBAS 

An Historical Sketch of the Rise and Spread of the Vaccine Dogma, addressed to the International 

Congress of Anti-Vaccinators at Paris, December, 1880. 

By H, D. DUDGEON, Quomdon. 



Price id. Each. 

VACCrNATION UNNBGHSSABY IN THB PBBSBNT STATB OF 

MBDIOAXj KNOWLiBDQB, 

AND 

VAGCINATION; Or, Infant Poisoning and Mnrdering by Act of Parliament. 

By SAMUEL EADON, M.D. d- M.A. 



LONDON SOCIETY FOR THE ABOLITION OF COMPULSORY VACCINATION, 

Grat's Inn Chambebs, 20 High Holborn, London, W.C. 
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THE 

GRAY'S INN CHAMBERS, 20 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. 

4. 

OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 

L— The Abolition of CompTHsory Yacoination. 

II.~The Diffasion of Knowledge concerning Yaocination. 

m.— The maintenance in Ijondon of an Office for the publication of Ijiterature 
relating to Yaccination, and as a Centre of Information. 

The minimum Annual Subscription constituting Membership is 2s. 6d. Every opponent 
of Compulsory Yaccination in the United Kingdom is earnestly invited to join and co- 
operate with the Society. 



Chairman of Committee. 
WILLIAM TEBB, Esq., 7 Albert Road, Regent's Park, N,W. 



Treasurer. 

CORNELIUS PEARSON, Esq., 15 Harpur Street, 
Red Lion Square, W.C. 



Hon. Secretary. 

WALTER HASKER, Esq., Gray's Inn Chambers, 
20 ffigh Holbom, W.C. 



Small-Pox is a member of the group of diseases 
described as zymotic, which originate in unwhole- 
some conditions of life, and in common are 
diminished and prevented by the reduction and 
removal of those conditions. 

In times when the laws of health were imper- 
fectly understood, the fanciful discovery was made 
that by poisoning the blood with the virus of small- 
pox or cow-pox, a future attack of small-pox might 
be escaped. While many kindred superstitions in 
medical practice have been discredited and for- 
gotten. Vaccination, because it was endowed by 
the State, has survived, and has entered into legis- 
lation, and is enforced with fine and imprisonment. 
It is in vain for Nonconformists to plead that they 
do not believe that Vaccination has any power to 
prevent or to mitigate small-pox : they are told 
they may believe what they like, but that vac- 
cinated they must be, for the benefit of the rite is 
settled beyond dispute, and that only fools and 
fanatics venture to question what has been 
irrevocably determined. 

It LB to attack and overthrow this monstrous 
tyranny that the London Society has been estab- 
lished. The members desire to enlighten the public 
mind as to the history of Vaccination, as to its 
injury in communicating and intensifying other 
diseases, and as to its failure to avert the malady 
against which it is invoked. 

Some, too, whilst disinclined to discuss Vac- 
cination as a medical question, or to surrender 
confidence in its prophylaxy, are opposed to its 
compulsory infliction. They maintain that every 
remedy should be left to justify itself by its own 
efficacy, and that of all prescriptions the last which 
requires extraneous assistance is Vaccination; for 
its repute is based on the fact that its subjects are 
secure from small-pox, and in that security may 



abide indifferent to those who choose to neglect its 
salvation. Even nurses in small-pox hospitals, it is 
said, when efficiently vaccinated and re- vaccinated, 
live unaffected in the variolous atmosphere. There- 
fore, they hold that to compare an unvaccinated 
person to a nuisance, as is frequently done, is to 
make use of an epithet that implicitly denies the 
virtue asserted for Vaccination: a nuisance being 
a voluntary danger or annoyance which another 
cannot conveniently avoid. They also hold that 
to establish any medical prescription, and to create 
interests identified with that prescription, is to 
erect a bar to improvement ; f oi* it lb obvious that 
any novelty in the treatment of small-pox must, in 
the constitution of human nature, meet with resis- 
tance from those whose emoluments are vested 
in the established practice. 

The London Society, therefore, claims to enlist 
the energies of those who resist Vaccination as 
useless and- mischievous, and of those who, true to 
their faith in liberty, would leave its acceptance to 
the discretion of the individual. In the controversy 
into which they enter, they propose to employ all 
the familiar agencies wherewith in England re- 
volutions are effected in the public mind and in 
Parliament; and they appeal with confidence for 
the sympathy and support of their countrymen. 
The Vaccination Acts under which they suffer 
have not been enacted with the full cognizance of 
the nation, but have been forced through indifferent 
Parliaments by the persistency of medical faction. 
The members of the Society are confident that as 
soon as the truth about Vaccination is fully known 
and appreciated, the freedom they contend for will 
be conceded without fear, and that posterity will 
view with amazement the outrage upon human 
right and reason that is at, present committed 
under the shadow of English liberty. 
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He who knows only his own tide of the ease, knows little of that— J. Stdakt Mill. 
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NOTES OF THE MONTH. 



It wonld be interesting to know who writes 
the manifestoes of the Local Government Board 
relative to small-pox in London. Of course it 
is a medical man intent on the promotion of 
medical trade, but we should like to have his 
name. His advice to vaccinate infants within 
six days of birth is of Herodian wickedness, and 
has been vigorously denounced at several Boards 
of Guardians, especially by Mr. Boss of Holbom, 
and, to their credit be it said, by several doctors. 
On the other hand. Dr. Lloyd of Lambeth 
reports that as far as he can manage, all children 
in the parish infirmary are vaccinated twenty- 
four hours after birth I As several Guardians 
have pointed out, for every vaccination effected. 
2s. 6d. is paid, and the temptation is irresistible. 
Eight paupers or paupers* brats make 208., and, 
whatever the consequences, there^s the money ! 
At Chelsea the public vaccinator has been com- 
plaining to the Vestry that he gets no pay for 
revaccinating boys and girls under fifteen years 
of age, and suggesting that in presence of the 
existing epidemic, the Vestry should reduce the 
age for revaccination I Thus is the conunercial 
aspect of vaccination plainly manifest. 



The increase of small-pox in London is likely 
to raise the question of monster hospitals for the 
disease. The Hampstead Hospital is closed 
pending the result of an appeal to the House of 
Lords, and the other metropolitan hospitals are 
folly occupied. The difficulty of finding sites is 
very great, for every neighbourhood protests 
against being constituted ** a centre of infection." 
Nothing indeed can be worse than the collecting 
of patients from all quarters of London and 
subjecting mild cases to the iufiuence of the 
most malignant. It is admitted that in the 
epidemic of 1870-71 the deaths in the Hampstead 
Hospital were more than double what they 
would have been had the patients been left in 
their homes ; but snoh was the insane horror of 



the disease, that those who fell sick were got 
out of the way at any cost. The best chance for 
a patient is to be nursed at home ; but if home- 
nursing is inconvenient or impracticable, then 
an hospital is the alternative, and small parish 
hospitals would be far preferable to inunense 
establishments where every patient is immersed 
in an overpowering variolous miasma. 



At present there are about fifty deaths in 
London weekly from small-pox, or, say, one in 
every 60,000 inhabitants. In his treatise on 
Sociology, Mr. Herbebt Spengeb uses the 
severe epidemic of 1871 as an illustration of the 
manner in which panic produces an entire 
incapacity for forming a rational estimate of 
peril, saying — 

** During the small-pox epidemic, which so 
unaccountably spread after twenty years of 
compulsory vaccination, a lady living in London, 
and sharing the general trepidation, was express- 
ing her fears to me. I asked her whether, if she 
lived in a town of 20,000 inhabitants and heard 
of one person dying of small-pox in the course 
of a week, she would be much alarmed. 
Naturally, she answered, no; and her fears 
were somewhat calmed when I pointed out 
that, taking the whole population of London, 
and the number of deaths per week from small- 
pox, this was about the rate of mortality at that 
time caused by it. So perturbing was i^e 
emotion, that an unusual amount of danger to 
life was imagined at a time when the danger to 
life was smaller than usual. For the returns 
showed that the mortality from all causes was 
rather below the average than above it." 

What was true in 1871 is true to-day with the 
the difference, so far, of a less extensive epidemic ; 
but so long as small-pox panics pay there will 
be no lack of panic-mongers. 

Mr. Tebb at a Conference of the London 
Society related his experiences at the Paris 
Congress, and conveyed a cheerful impression of 
the greater readiness to discuss vaccination on 
the Continent. The policy of our English vac- 
cinators is to overpower scepticism and suppress 
resistance with the assumption that their prac- 



.1 



1G8 



THE VACCINATION INQXTTRER 



tice is beyond rational dispute. As Mr. Ernest 
Habt put it, the benefits of vaccination are as 
certain as anything in mathematics. How long 
this policy is likely to prove effective remains to 
be seen. A newspaper correspondence, wher- 
ever fioirly conducted, invariably results in the 
triumph of the anti-vaccinators. They know 
far more of the history, statistics, and results of 
vaccination than their adversaries, whose appeals 
to mere medical authority go a very little way 
toward inducing conviction. In this respect 
the vaccinators remind us of the Cheshire 
cheesemakers who, when challenged by those 
of Ayrshire, repHed that having a name with 
the public for the best cheese, they did not see 
what they were to gain by putting it in peril. 
With 95 per cent, of the population vaccinated, 
why should vaccinators imperil their position by 
discussing the virtue of vaccination ? 



It is said in France that the wildest clericals 
are not priests, but clericaUy minded laymen ; 
and we may say the same of our vaccinators. 
The most rabid are editors of newspapers, M.P.'s, 
and people who know nothing experimentally 
of vaccination, but who fancy it is ** correct " 
and *' scientific" to profess faith in the practice 
unqualified by a single doubt. Thus Mr. W. H. 
Michael, Q.C., in an address on ** The Law in 
Belation to Sanitary Progress " before the Sani- 
tary Institute committed himself to the state- 
ments that small-pox is " controlled exactly in 
proportion as vaccination is well and thoroughly 
performed"; that "in those countries where 
vaccination is enforced with the greatest care 
and precision the disease is almost obliterated" ; 
that vaccinated doctors and nurses attend 
" hundreds and thousands of cases of the most 
virulent small-pox with complete impunity"; 
that out ** of 8,000,000 vaccinations carefully in- 
vestigated less than 50 cases of injury were 
proved"; and that '^deaths from small-pox 
diminish in exact proportion as the scars left by 
vaccination attest its efficient performance." 
Obviously Mr. Michael had been crammed, and 
had no sense of overdoing his part ; nor that if 
required to produce evidence for his " audacities," 
he would break down disgracefully. 



CoNSiSTENTLT with this arrogant ignorance, 
Mr. Michael is not only in favour of repeated 
fines for resistance to vaccination, but, where 
fines are of no effect, of enforcing the rite vi et 
armii ; " for the sooner the subject is deprived 
of the Uberty to spread misery, disease, and 
death among an innocent and helpless com- 



munity, the better for all classes of her Majesty's 
subjects." We are not unfamiliar with this 
threat, and our answer is, " Try the prescrip- 
tion." Why do not some of the vaccination 
Jingoes draw the requisite Bill and introduce it 
to the House of Conmions? Mr. Michael, 
having the courage of his conviction, might try 
his hand. He could not do us better service. 
The compulsory law, as it exists, is everywhere 
opening men's eyes to the Jennerian imposture, 
and if re-enforced with the police, and if soldiery 
were dispatched to reduce places like Leicester 
and Keighley to medical obedience, we should 
at a stroke secure the liberty we strive for. 
But those who are responsible for vaccination, 
and whose interests consist in its maintenance, 
are of a more prudent temper ; and if they had 
their way, would relax the law rather than 
tighten it. The Bill introduced by Mr. Dodson 
last Session to abolish multiple penalties was 
neither promoted by anti-vaccinators nor devised 
for their advantage. But fire-eaters like Mr. 
Michael are usually as short-sighted as they 
are Intolerant. 

Cock-and-bull stories in favour of vaccination 
are innumerable, and the gravity and persis- 
tence with which they are repeated are 
amazing. The Times^ for example, considering 
that **when people at home are crying out 
louder and louder against compulsory vaccina- 
tion, the more plain, unmistakeable facts that 
can be marshalled against them the better," 
proceeds to cite a couple of such *' facts*' from 
the Indian Sanitary Beport for 1878-79. The 
first is, that in the town of Gauhati, in Assam, 
forty-seven persons died of small-pox '* owing 
to the hitter hostility of the people to vaccina- 
tion.'* The second is, **that certain Thakur 
families in the North West Provinces allowed 
the vaccination of their daughters, but refused 
to allow their sons to be operated upon ; conse- 
quently during the prevalence of small-pox 
many male children died, while the females M 
but escaped the disease. Profiting by this 
experience, the boys are now subndtted to 
vaccination, and the girls withheld." Jenner, 
when bothered by vaccination failures in Eng- 
land, used to appeal plaintively to its infallible 
efficacy in China and Peru, and here we have 
the same innocent tactics repeated ! We have 
evidence at hand on every side, that vaccination 
does not prevent small-pox, and yet we are 
asked to forswear our experience on the score of 
reports we cannot verify ; and of reports, too, 
of a pattern identical with scores that at homo 
have been proved to be ontme ! 
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M. Pasteur is going ahead. He has been 
inoculating dogs, rabbits, guinea-pigs, and fowls 
with the saliva of a boy who died of hydrophobia, 
and though some of the animals remained 
unaffected, yet it is believed he has created a 
new disease, which will protect from hydrophobia 
as vaccination protects from small-pox. Thus 
we may hope that science wiU presently render 
U8 disease-proof. We shall be inoculated with 
the entire series of zymotics, and thenceforth 
live indifferent to sanitary precautions. Such 
is the pleasant prospect revealed by the newest 
lights of science ! 



THE VACCINATION REASON WHY. 

Specimens of th^ Awards made to Public 
Va^ccinators, under Section 5 of the Vaccina- 
tion Act of 1867, in recognition of the excel- 
lence of the worh done. 

Let it be well noted that the Recipients of 
these Awards are Doctors, and that the In- 
spectors who make them are also members of 
the same Trades Union. 

PROVINCIAL. 



Kamk of Ukion 

and numbbr of 

bxcipibnts. 



Binningbam, . . 1 
^Rhton, .. .. 2 
Che8ter-le-Stre«t, 2 
Eccleshall, Bierlaw,! 



Halifax, 
Leicester. . . 
Liverpool, .. 
Manchester, 
Pretoot, 
Prectwich, .. 
Portsea Island, 
Salford, 
Sheffield, . . 
Sonderiand, 
Swansea, .. 
Walsall, 
Warrington, 



5 
2 
3 
8 

4 
S 
2 
2 
6 
4 
8 
8 
2 



Sums Awarded. 



1876 



£, 8. 
276 14 

128* 11 
116 19 



486 7 
867 7 



236 3 



1876 



269 



236 
179 



179 
341 



17 
16 



1877. 



£ B. 
282 17 

183*17 
100 12 



242 18 
181 17 



1878. 



271 



181 16 



177 16 
231 17 
166 5 



186 16 
226 6 

187 13 



1879. 



£ 8. 
266 11 
142 12 
136 18 

178 18 



6 
9 



184 
170 
216 13 
169 14 



224 12 
271 8 
160 18 
134 16 



METROPOLITAM. 



Kamb of Umoii 

AND Number or 

Rbcipiknts. 



I 



Sums Awardbd. 



Bethnal Oreen, . . 2 

Camberwell, . . 6 

Chelsea, .. .. 2 

Folham. .. .. 3 

Greenwich,.. .. 2 

Hackney, .. .. 4 

Holbom, .. 4 

Islington 4 

Kennngton, . . 2 

Lambeth, .. .. 6 

Marylebone, 1 

Mile End 1 

Olave, St., .. .. 8 

Fancras, St. . . 1 

Faddingfton, . . 2 

Poplar, .. .. 2 

Sariour, St., . . 6 

ShfOrediteb, . . 8 

WUteehapel, .. I 



1876. 



£ 8. 



171 16 

286* 16 
149 18 



268 14 



1876. 


1877. 


£ 8 


£ 8. 


216 10 


• • 

• • 

• • 

226" 11 




276' 8 
131 2 




277 


204' 14 


• • 

• • 


104* 12 


• • 

• ■ 



1878. 



£ 8. 

• • 

14416 
184 8 

274* 6 

167*10 

■ ■ 

260* 13 

• • 

168* 17 

212*12 
110 19 



1879. 



£ f. 
268 17 
216 2 
102 8 



162 11 

22i* 6 

i . . 
261 8 
164 14 
89 

293* 1 
79 1 

279* IS 



These bonuses or awards were first granted 
in 1868, in wliich year they amounted to 
£2,758; in 1872 they had increased to £6,187; 
in 1878, to £11,994; and in 1879, to £16,906. 
Total for 12 years— £115,879. There is no 
dogma or practice, however absurd, that could 
not be enforced where such means are at the 
disposal of officials who carry out the law. The 
gold is the best argument in the service — ^in 
fact, almost the only one left ; and this device 
of paying for the work a second time, in the 
shape of ** awards,'* is a keen stroke of policy ; 
and a sure way of perpetuating this traffic 
in disease and death. As George Dawson B&ys — 

** Doctors are paid to vaccinate, paid again a 
bonus for doing it well, and paid a^ain for 
attending to the sickness produced by this blood- 
poisoning. When will people see that vaccina- 
tion ia unnatural, sinful, filthy, and dangerous, 
and that doctors are blinded by self-interest and 
professional pride from admitting themselves to 
be wrong, so long as it pays to do wrong f '* 

William Young. 



Englishmen are at times flattered by being 
spoken of as ** law-abiding." This is not a 
compliment. To be law-abiding, without agita- 
tion or protest, when a law is imjust, is criminal 
supineness and cowardice. — Midland Free Presto 
25th December, 1880. 

Stephen Jenner. — Mr. J. Chalmers Morton 
appeals to the readers of the Times, 27th Jan., 
on behalf of ** Mr. Stephen Jenner, now in his 
88th year, living at Heathfield, near Berkeley, 
grandson of Dr. Edward Jenner's youngest 
brother. He was in his childhood the subject 
of many of the test experiments by which his 
great uncle discovered and established the safety 
conferred by vaccination. In his youth he was 
his uncle's favourite associate. He has led a 
blameless life, and the explanation of his poverty 
can be given to anyone who asks for it. It is a 
pitiable thing that one so nearly related to so 
great a human benefactor should be dependent 
in his extreme old age on a gift of 10s. a week 
to save him from destitution." 

Gabb and Conscience in Opinion. — Suspense 
is not pleasant where we are eager to know ; but 
I would rather live a sceptic and die an infidel 
than adopt a groundless opinion, or erect an 
empty theory. When you have proved the 
ground on which you stand to be firm and solid, 
stand as fast as a stone ; but whilst tlie impear- 
ance of imcertainty remains, be as doubtful and 
distrustful as a sceptic. The great danger is 
that of rushing to an opinion to escape the 
trouble of furUier reflection and inquiiy, or 
becoming as foolishly fond of our spurious con- 
jectures as if thev were legitimate truths. It is 
necessary, there&re, to dmy ourselves, to check 
and mortify our self-love, and to watch with 
suspicious care the natural deceitfulness of the 
heart. Every bigot identifies himself in some 
shape or other with the cause of his bigotry : it 
is his oum cause, and that is the sole reason of 
his blind partiality. — Jamkb Gilohbist. The 
Intellectucu Patrimony, London : 1817. 
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THE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 
CHAPTER XXIV. 

COBBETT AND VACCINATION; OB, COMMON SENSE 

VINDICATED. 

EvEBYBODT appeals to oommon-sense, bat what 
is common-sense ? It is a question difficult to 
answer; and yet as we propose to show that 
Cobbett*s opposition to vaccination was justified 
by common-sense, we are bound to give some 
definition of the term. 

Common-sense is reason as evolved from 
common experience. What the multitude of 
men have found to be true in the course of life, 
that is common-sense, which to question or 
resist is, folly or fanaticism. This vulgar and 
vigorous rationaUty is often summoned to ser- 
vice where it has no vocation. For example, 
when it was first taught that the earth was a 
sphere and that its inhabitants had antipodes, 
the revelation was denounced as contrary to 
common-sense ; but it is obvious that in such a 
case (which represents myriads) it was wrongly 
invoked ; the form of the earth being at the time 
outside common cognisance. As soon, iiowever, 
as it was realised by experience that the earth was 
spherical and inhabited in all its quarters, then* 
its rotundity became incorporated in the con- 
stitution of common-sense. 

The realm of common-sense we therefore hold 
to be limited by its origin in common experience, 
and in matters above or beyond that experience, 
its dicta are illegitimate, and synonyms for 
presumption and prejudice. 

William Cobbett was essentially a man of 
common- sense. His power lay in his com- 
munity with the experience and reason of his 
countr3rmen; and, like all of us, he had the 
defects of his virtue. He continually applied 
his vulgar judgment to the criticism of men and 
matters beyond the range of its competence, and 
the result was a luxuriance of arrogance and 
contempt for which at this day we must resort 
to Mr. Ruskin for a parallel. 

Such being the case, we have to inquire. 
What was the worth of Cobbett's opinion in the 
matter of vaccination ? The attempt is some- 
times made by vaccinators to withdraw their 
practice from popular discussion. They say it 
is a medical question for medical men ; but the 
assertion provokes suspicion rather than con- 
fidence, for mystery is an invariable note of 
imposture. It is fair, we allow, to say of any 
abstruse knowledge that it can only be appre- 
hended by those whose faculties are trained for its 
apprehension ; but what is there abstruse about 



vaccination ? With little trouble, everybody 
may know as much about it as anybody. It is 
the simplest of surgical operations. It is almost 
as easy as taking pills — instead of putting 
poison down the throat it is inserted into the 
skin. The operation may result in any number 
of pathological complications, but whether such 
complications be admitted or denied, what vac- 
cination is prescribed for, namely, the prevention 
of small-pox, comes within the range of common 
observation. What, therefore, we have to 
answer is, that Cobbett's common-sense was 
competent to deliver judgment upon vaccination. 
Moreover, the circumstances of the time com- 
pelled an opinion: silence or neutrality was 
impossible. England was swarming with vac- 
cinators. All the fussy folk who had a taste for 
doing much good at little cost were plying the 
cow-pox lancet. Encouraged by Jeimer, they 
got vaccine, inoculated a victim, and propagated 
the virus from arm to arm. Here we may let 
Cobbett speak for himself — 

*' This nation is fond of quackery of all sorts; 
and this particular quackery having been sanc- 
tioned by King, Lords, and Commons, it spread 
over the country like a pestilence borne by the 
winds. Speedily sprang up the Royal Jennerian 
Institution, and branch institutions issuing from 
the parent trunk, set instantly to work, impreg- 
nating the veins of the rising generation with 
the beastly matter. Gentlemen and ladies 
made the commodity a pocket companion ; and 
if a cottager's child were seen by them on a 
conunon (in Hampshire at least) and did not 
quickly take to its heels, it was certain to oany 
off more or less of the disease of the cow. One 
would have thought that hidf the cows in the 
country had been tapped to get such a quantity 
of stuff."- 

Nor was vaccination merely forced on Cobbett's 
attention as a popular craze. He had to deal 
with it as a possible compulsory infliction. At 
a public meeting in 1808, Wilberforce and Dr. 
Clarke advocated the prohibition of small-pox 
inoculation and the enforcement of vaccination ; 
and Cobbett, in a letter addressed to Wilberforce, 
rebuked the arbitrary project in a strain impres- 
sive and dignified as of Burke himself. He 
wrote — 

** It seems there are prejudices against cow- 
pox which it is necessary to destroy by force. 
That there are prejudices, and very strong ones 
too, I am ready to allow, but I cannot agree 
that these prejudices should be eradicated by 
force ; nor is it perhaps fair to use the degrading 
term as expressive of the di^dke which so lary^e 
a portion of the community entertain to the 
practice you are so anxious to compel them to 
adopt. The charge of prejudice has been pre- 

* Advice to Towig M§n, London : 1817. See. Ml 
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ferred but too often, and with but too fatal 
sncoess against eTerv one opposed to change. 
The truth is that wnoever has been found to 
object to innovation, however wild in itself, 
however destructive in its consequences, has 
constantly been accused of prejudice; and as 
prejudice thus used implies a mixture of ignor- 
ance and perversenesa, and as few persons are 
willing to be thought ignorant and perverse, the 
imputation is employed to coerce assent where 
reason hesitates." 

He then aptly applied the repudiated recom- 
mendation of inoculation with small-pox as 
canse for hesitation in assenting to inoculation 
with cow-pox — 

"There was, you must well remember, a 
strong and general objection, which for a long 
time prevailed, against inoculation with small- 
pox; and you cannot have forgotten that this 
objection was termed prejudice, and the persons 
entertaining it were regarded as illiterate, 
ignorant, or perverse; yet it now appears from 
the Address of your Boyal Jennerian Society 
that it would have been well for the human race 
if the prejudices of those iUiterate, ignorant, or 
perverse persons had universally obtained ; for 
you now tell us that * inoculation by spreading 
the contagion has considerably increased the 
mortality of small-pox.* With an example like 
this before our eyes. Ought we not to be very 
cautious how we adopt your new system of 
inoculation with cow-pox ? '* 

Then turning upon Wilberforce in his favourite 
character of constitutional Englishman, he pro- 
ceeded — 

" Give me leave to ask you, Sir, how you recon- 
cile a proposition to enforce this novel practice 
with the spirit of that Constitution of wluch you 
profess to oe so great an admirer, and with that 
Dreedom of which you wish to be regarded as 
one of the principal supporters ? What I am 
opposed to, and what I am alarmed at, is the 
proposition to obtain an Act of Parliament which 
would in its operation be nothing short of com- 
pulsion on every man to suffer the veins of his 
child to be impregnated with the disease of a 
beast — a measure to be adopted in no country 
where the people are not vassals or slaves." 

Lastly came these remarks which at this day 
have force and appUcation greater even than 
when written — 

" I like not this never-ending recurrence to 
Acts of Parliament. Something must be left, 
and something ought to be left, to the sense and 
reason and morahty and religion of the people. 
There are a set of well-meaning men in this 
country, who would pass laws for the regulating 
and restraining of every feeUng of the human 
breast, and every motion of the human frame : 
they would bind us down, hair by hair, as the i 
Lilipntians did Gulliver, till anon, when we \ 
awoke from our sleep, we should wonder by 
whom we had been enisdaved. But I trust, Sir, 
that Parliament is not, and never will be, so 
liur under the influence of these minute and 



meddling politicians as to be induced to pass 
laws for taking out of a man's hands the manage- 
ment of his household, the choice of his physi- 
cian, and the care of the health of his children ; 
for, under this sort of domiciliary thraldom, to 
talk of the Hberty of the country would be the 
most cruel mockery wherewith an humble and 
subjected people were ever insulted."* 

Cobbett, be it observed, thus addressed 
Wilberforce in 1808, when vaccination was as yet 
imperfectly tested, and its advocates were in the 
full blast of enthusiastic persuasion that to be 
Jennerised was to be made proof against small' 
pox for ever. When Cobbett had again occasion 
to write about cow-pox, six years had passed 
away, bearing with them the phantastic certainty 
with which vaccination had been imposed upon 
public credulity. Nevertheless the practice was 
not abandoned : quackery once alive and lucra- 
tive, dies hard : but it was discredited, and its 
apologists exercised their ingenuity in devising 
explanations and excuses for its manifest failures. 
The Royal Jennerian Society had spUt between 
Jenner and Walker, and application to Parlia- 
ment was resolved upon for two purposes — first, 
to save Jenner from poverty; and second, to 
provide funds for the maintenance of vaccination, 
voluntary subscriptions having fallen off irre- 
trievably. In short, vaccination had broken 
down, and the House of Commons was called 
upon to save it from extinction. There were 
wire-pullers in the House and out of the House 
who were compromised by their patronage of 
Jenner and his imposture, and they had the 
craft and the power to transfer the responsi- 
bihty of which they were sick to the national 
exchequer. With this explanation, we shall 
understand the following article from the Register 
of 18th June, 1808. Cobbett wrote— 

**Thi8 experiment with cow-pox, which has 
cost the nation j£80,000 to Dr. Jenner, is now, 
it seems, to have an Act of Parliament to give 
it currency. Mr. Rose has brought in a bill for 
the puipose of establishing a central institution 
in London for the distribution of cow-pox mat- 
ter, which bill in all appearance wiU pass ; and 
this disgusting and degrading remedy will cost 
the nation another J^4,000 or ;i'5,000 annually, 
though it has been clearly proved not to have 
answered the purpose intended. This, however, I 
regard as cheap wnen compared with the menace 
of Mr. Fuller, who, in the debate, proposed a 
compulsory law on the subject. He took up the 
old idea of Mr. Wilberforce, who was for a law 
to prevent parents from having their children 
inoculated with small-pox unless they chose to 
send them to pest-houses, or to some place at a 
considerable distance from any other habita- 
tions. This crael and tyrannical proposition I 
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opposed at the time ; and I am bapp7 to per- 
ceive that it in now almost onivera&Uy exploded." 

'Whilst Cobbett ooold not arrest the action of 
FarliAment, he was short-sighted in considering 
that the proposed endowment of vaccination was 
merely a question of the loss of a few thousands 
a year. We are saddled with vaccination at 
this day, its costs and mischiefs, by reason of 
the vote for the National Vaccine Institution 
in 1806. Aa soon as an annnal subsidy is 
placed on the estimates, interests are created, 
which not only perpetuate themselveB, bnt 
eonstantly tend to enlargement; and each 
interests, once created, can only be got rid of 
when proved nseless by agitation out of doors and 
persistent pressure on the HoTise of Commons. 

Referring to a notorious outbreak of small- 
pos among a vaccinated population at Kingwood 
in Hampshire, Cobbett continued^ 

" I should like to have heard Mr. Rose's 
statement of the circumstances at Bingwood, 
whence, he says, it is evident that the &ilure 
arose ' from the use of improper matter.' That 
many persons, who had oeen inoculated with 
cow-pox, caught small-poz and died at Bing- 
wood, is a fact tiiat even the Royal Jennenan 
Society cannot deny ; and this being the case, 
what man in his senses will put any faith in the 
efficacy of cow-pox as a preventive of small-poi? 
The thing it done. It ha» failed, and it ia vain 
to endeavour to prop up its reputation ; for, in a 
few years.itwiUbeoome proverbial as humbug." 

A prophecy, it will be said, that has not been 
fulfilled. True : but in Cobbett's time it 
advanced far to fulfilment. All the unqualified 
promises under which vaccination was brought 
into practice, were one by one surrendered under 
the compulsion of experience. The mass of the 
people remained anvaeeinated ; the zeal for 
vaccinating the poor abated ; and the practice 
oontinned among the middle and upper classes 
on the humblest pretexts — as something that 
might hinder or mitigate smaU-pox, and in any 
case do little harm. We have to recollect that 
the mania for vaccination which now prevails 
is a revival of a prescription which our fore- 
fatiiers had tested and found wanting. Vacci- 
nation fell into neglect, not because there wat 
indifference to amall-pox, but because it did not 
prevent that disease. 

The excuse for the first failures of vaocinatiot 
was, that spurious cow-pox must have been em 
ployed — spurious cow-pox being the artfu. 
invention of Jenner to cover disasters ; artful 
and yet absurd, for how oould cow-pox esis 
■purionsly any more than small-pox? Thi 
preoiBe bot, that eptmous cow-pox was thi 
dodge of an nnsompulons quack was unknowi 



o Cobbett, bnt he was sharp enough to reoog- 
liae imposture, and thus wrote — 

" The pretext of (puriotu matter is the weakest 
lefenoe that ever was set up, beoaose it is evident 
;hat such vrill always lie an excuse. The 
Methodist pike who told his shoal of gudgeoni 
that if they had faith, they might jump into a 
:halk pit without so much as straining their 
ankles, answered aU their reproaches with say- 
ing, that their broken bones were ovring to their 
own sin in not having faith, and referred, for 
proof, to one among them who had accidentally 
escaped imhurt All who catch small-pox and 
die have been cow-poxed with spurious matter, 
and all who have not yet caught small-pox, after 
the cow-pox operation, have had the pure mat- 
ter; and so it will be, .to be sure, to the end of 
the chapter. 

" Who is to collect this genuine matter, and 
whence is it to come ? Who shall tell wheUier 
he inoculate with cow-pox or King's evil ? Or 
with many other disorders, one of which I will 
not name, but which I do hope, that fathen 
and mothers who have given their children that 
greatest of blessing, a pure stream of blood, will 
not forget when Utey are about to cause that 
blood to be impregnated with matter taken from 
the ulcerous bodies of others." 

In this latter warning, we have to remaA 
Cobbett's prescience. He knew that it waa 
impossible to transfer oi^anio virus from ann- 
to-arm without transferring more than was 
intended, inclusive of the dreadful disease ha 
indicated. Vaccinators naturally denied the 
possibility of such extra transmission; for if 
they had admitted the possibility, they mnst 
have ceased to vaccinate. M. Ricord haa put the 
alternative plainly — 

" The obvious fact is, that if ever the trana- 
mission of disease with vaccine lymph is dearly 
demonstrated, vaeoination matt be altogether 
ditc(mtin'ued.' ' 

The clear demonstration demanded by H. 
Ricord has been abundantly supplied; and 
what at one time waa conveniently ooosidered 
questionable, is now openly confessed. Mr. 
Brudenell Carter, writing in the Medical Ex- 
aminer, Mth May, 1877, testifies— 

" I tbinlr that syphilitic contamination by 
vaccine lymph is by no means an unusual occur- 
rence, and Uiat it is very generally overlooked 
because people do not know either when or 
where to look for it. I think that a large 
proportion of the oases of apparently inherited 
syphilis ore in reality vaocihal; and that the 
syphilis in these cases does not ^ow itself until 
the age of from eight to ten years, by which 
time tiie relation between cause and effect ia apt 
to be lost sight of." 

And we have Sir Thomas Watson's memor- 
able deolaratiou in tiie NineteaUh CeNtery, 
June, 1878— 
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'*I can readily sympathise with, and even 
applaud, a father who, with the presumed dread 
or misgiving in his mind, is wiUing to submit to 
multiplied judicial penalties rather than expose 
his oluld to the risk of an injection so ghastly." 

Thus belated, thus after infinite mischief to 
the pubUc health, the Nestor of Medicine 
appears and solenmly allows that the warning 
of William Cobbett, given seventy years before, 
was a true warning, and that worthy of praise 
are the wise parents who give it heed. 

Cobbett, grateful for escape from compulsory 
vaccination, overlooked, we said, the danger 
perpetuated through the endowment of the 
practice. He was overjoyed at Canning*s 
emphatic declaration, that ** he could not 
imagine any circumstances whatever that would 
induce him to follow up the most favourable 
report of the infallibility of vaccination with 
any measure for its compulsory infliction.'* 
Hence he continued — 

"I am glad to perceive that the Ministry 
took care to intimate their decided hostUity to 
any law for propagating cow-pox by force^ by 
the aid of pains and penalties. This being the 
case, I care Uttle about Mr. Rose and his Cow- 
Pox Institution. Those who choose to have 
their children impregnated from that shop, will 
be at liberty to do so ; and those who wish to 
avoid it, may. This is all right ; though it may be 
very foolish for Government to interfere in such 
a matter. I think we may thank the events at 
Ringwood for the ministerial protest against 
compulsory measures. It would have been 
curious enough to see people paying penalties 
for being so obstinate as not to consult their own 
health, or that of their children ! '* 

What Cobbett thought would be "curious 
enough " we witness daily. English hberty, if 
it has advanced in some directions, has gone 
back in others since Cobbett wrote. Parents 
are now haled before magistrates, fined and 
imprisoned, because (knowing that vaccination 
cannot avert small-pox, whilst it may seriously 
injure the health of their children, and even cost 
them their lives) they refuse to submit to the 
infliction. Never, perhaps, was there a more 
impious invasion of liberty than compulsory 
vaccination, and yet we have free and enlightened 
Englishmen who excuse and defend it t These 
are the Pharisees of Liberalism, blatant over 
tyranny, extinct or foreign, but dull to similar 
tyranny within their own domain. They gar- 
nish the sepulchres of the prophets of freedom, 
but (in their petty measure) repeat the deeds of 
those who persecuted and slew them. 

Lastly, in the article from which we have 
been quoting, Cobbett assumed that the resort 
to the House of CommonB for money was 



evidence that the enthusiasm for yacoination 
was abating. He wrote — 

" The present appUcation to ParHament is a 
pretty good proof that Cow-Pox is beginning to 
be Mowed upon. The Royal Jennerian Society 
wants funds. The subscribers have fallen off; 
and so application to the public purse has 
become necessary. Why have the subscribers 
fallen off? Their humanity has not waxed 
cold. It were slander, indeed, to suppose that. 
But I suspect that their faith has waxed cold ; 
and when that is the case, zeal soon slackens its 
operations, more especially when these opera- 
tions consist chiefly in the expenditure of 
money." 

The fact was, that as vaccination failures 
multiplied, Jenner tried, more suo, to make a 
scape-goat of Walker, the Resident Inoculator 
of the Royal Jennerian Society. There was a 
dreadful row, and a secession of the better part 
of the members with Walker, who set up the 
London Vaccine Institution. Those who adhered 
to Jenner were not of the philanthropic and 
subscribing order, but they had political 
influence, and used it to get rid of their 
liabilities, first in obtaining a vote of ^£20,000 
for Jenner, and second in the establishment of 
a National Vaccine Institution with a subsidy 
of ^8000 a year. 

So far Cobbett in his Register, where he had 
no occasion to discuss vaccination again; but 
toward the end of his life, 1829-80, he produced 
a series of papers entitled Advice to Young Men^ 
in which he reiterated and enforced his protest 
against the Jennerian imposture — 

** I contended," he wrote, " that the beastly 
application could not, in nature, be efficacious 
in preventing small-pox, the truth of which 
assertion has now been proved in thousands 
upon thousands of instances. For a long time, 
for ten years, the contrary was boldly and 
brazenly asserted. . . . But small-pox, in 
its worst form, broke out at Ringwood, and 
carried off, I believe (I have not the account at 
hand), more than a hundred persons, young and 
old, every one of wham had had the cow-pox 
^ so nicely' And what was then said? Was 
the quackery exploded ? Not at all : the failure 
was imputed to unskilful operators: to the 
stateness of the matter : to its not being of the 
gefiuine quality. Admitting all this, the scheme 
stood condemned; for the great advantages held 
forth were, that anybody might perform the 
operation, and that tne matter was everywhere 
abundant and cost free. 

"But these were paltry excuses; the mere 
shuffles of quackery; for what do we know 
now? Why, that in hundreds of instances, 
persons cow-poxed by Jenneb hdisslf, have 
taken the real small-pox afterwards, and have 
either died from the disorder or narrowly 
escaped with their lives! I will mention two 
instances. The first is Sir Richard Phillips, 
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whose son, several years after Jenner had given 
him the insuring matter, had a very hard 
straggle for life, under the hands of the good 
old-fashioned, seam-giving, and dunple-dipping 
small-pox. The second is Phihp Godd, Esq., of 
Bumsted Court, near Maidstone, whose son had 
a very narrow escape under the real small-pox, 
and who also had heen cow-poxed by Jenner 
himaelf. Mr. Codd I have known, and have 
most sincerely respected, from the time of our 
both being eighteen years of age. When the 
young gentleman, his son, was very young, I, 
having him on my knee one day, asked his kind 
and. excellent mother whether he had been 
inoculated, ' Oh, no I ' said she, ' we are going 
to have him vaccinated.' Whereupon I, going 
into the garden to the father, said, * I do hope, 
Codd, that you are not going to have that beastly 
cow-stuff put into that fine boy.' * Why,* said 
he, * you see, Cobbett, it is to be done by Jenner 
himself,* What answer I gave, what names 
and epithets I bestowed upon Jenner and his 
quackery, I will leave the reader to imagine. 

" Now, here are instances enough ; but every 
reader has heard of, if not seen, scores of others. 
Toung Mr. Codd caught small-pox at a school ; 
and il I recollect rightly, there were several 
other vaccinated youths who did the same at 
the same time. Quackery, however, has always 
a shuffle left. Now that cow-pox has been 
proved to be no guarantee against small-pox, it 
makes it milder when it comes t A pretty 
shuffle, indeed, this! You are to be all your 
life in fear of it, having as your sole consolation, 
that when it comes (and it may overtake you 
in a camp or on the seas) it will be milder ! It 
was not too mild to kill at Bingwood, and its 
mildness, in the case of young Mr. Codd, did 
not restrain it from blinding him for a suitable 
number of days. 

** I shall not easily forget the alarm and 
anxiety of Mr. and Mrs. Codd on this occasion 
— ^both of them the best of parents, and both of 
them punished for having yielded to fashionable 
quackery. I will not say justly punished ; for 
flection for their children, in which respect 
they were never surpassed by any parents on 
earth, was the cause of their listening to the 
danger-obviating quackery. This, too, is the 
case with other parents ; but parents should be 
under the influence of reasan and experience, 
as well as under that of affection ; and now, at 
any rate, they ought to set this really dangerous 
quackery at naught.'* 

Such was Cobbett*s case against vaccination, 
and we ask. Was he not justified in his opposi- 
tion? He saw Vaccination introduced to the 
world as an infallible preventive of small-pox, 
and he lived to see the claim gradually mini- 
mised until reduced to that of making small- 
pox milder I Even thus abated, he had to 
stigmatise the claim as a last shuffle of quackery. 
It is asserted to this day, that vaccination makes 
small-pox milder, but the pretence is exploded 
whenever we demand, How do you know ? In 
any case, or in any number of cases of small- 



pox. Who can define the severity that has been 
reduced by vaccination ? any more than if wa 
were to assert that vaccination intensifies small- 
pox, it would be impossible to confute us. We 
can only meet unverifiable assertion with 
indifference or contempt. If it pleases people 
to believe in metempsychosis oi the constitution 
of the moon in green cheese, the wise leave 
them to the enjoyment of their humour. On 
the other hand, we have to remark, that small- 
pox is a disease of wide range of intensity, from 
an ailment almost trivial to one invariably 
fatal ; and this wide range of intensity was as 
characteristic of the disease before as since the 
the introduction of vaccination. On what pre- 
text then are mild cases of small-pox attributed 
to the influence of vaccination ? There are mild 
and malignant cases of small-pox alike among 
the vaccinated and unvaccinated, and not nn- 
frequently when the vaccinated and unvaooinated 
are found in approximate conditions, as in the 
same household, it is the unvaccinated who are 
most lightly afflicted, or who make the better 
recovery. 

It often helps to a clearer apprehension of a 
position if we endeavour to conceive its opposite. 
We have seen Cobbett as an opponent of vacci- 
nation : let us try to think of him as its advocate. 
Suppose he had joined with the poUte and 
learned mob in hailing Jenner as the saviour of 
mankind from small-pox, and assured the 
readers of the Register that they would be 
secure from the disease for ever if inoculated 
with cow-pox — an easy and harmless operation. 
Then afker a while imagine him reporting 
that he had been misled — that the operation 
was not so easy as represented, nor always so 
harmless. By and bye he would be the bearer 
of a more serious revelation. Some of the 
vaccinated, warranted secure, had taken small- 
pox, but such misadventures, he would explain, 
were due to the use of a wrong sort of cow-pox 
of which there was a spurious variety. But the 
suggestion of spurious cow-pox creating alarm 
and discouragement of vaccination, it would be 
necessary for him to counteract the declaration 
with the avowal that by spurious cow-pox was 
not meant spurious cow-pox, but simply irre- 
gularities in the action of the genuine viros on 
the arms of the vaccinated. But even these 
excuses would be insufficient. It was not 
difficult to ascribe small-pox after vaccination to 
careless practice, or to virus that was not the 
right sort of cow-pox ; but when small-pox was 
foimd to occur in numerous instances after 
Jenner*s own Taodnations and those of tfaa 
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most aooomplished practitioners, What was to 
be said? Why, what was said, that when 
vaooination did not prevent small-pox, it made 
it milder I 

Imagine, if we can, Gobbett's honest and 
vigorous intelligence retreating through this 
slush of apology and prevarication ! Yet through 
such slush every follower of Jenner had to 
trudge. 

We are not intent on setting Gobbett forth as 
a model of wisdom. We simply maintain that 
his common-sense was adequate to the judgment 
of vaccination, and that it was exercised right- 
eously. Of physiology and hygiene he was as 
ignorant as his contemporaries ; but if a lotion 
were sold to prevent toothache, and it did not 
prevent toothache, it would be safe to denounce 
its vendors as quacks, even though the vendors 
happened to be the Royal College of Physicians 
and the Royal College of Surgeons. The causes 
of disease were unconsidered in Gobbett*s days. 
It was not asked why people suffered from small- 
pox and other fevers, nor whether fevers were 
avoidable. Such maladies were accepted like 
bad weather, and encountered by medical 
dodges, or by charms like vaccination, the most 
irrational and nasty being taken for the most 
effective. Gobbett himself, if he did not believe 
in vaccination, believed in inoculation with 
small-pox. He had his children poxed in infancy, 
and when he argued against vaccination, it was 
in the confident possession of a surer prophy- 
lactic. Taking small-pox for a probable calamity 
that could only occur once in a life-time, it 
seemed to him expedient to incur the disease 
when convenient, and to have done with the 
dread of it. How far he was mistaken in this 
course we need not stay to debate. Suffice it to 
say, that he thought he could make sure that 
small-pox was small-pox, whilst what cow-pox 
might be none could tell, especially after trans- 
miasion through arms and constitutions un- 
numbered and undescribed. 

The causes of small-pox, we said, were uncon- 
sidered in Cobbett's days. It never even entered 
into Jenner's head that the disease might be a 
consequence of bad conditions of life ; nor did 
he try to explain why the malady was on the 
decrease (in London at least) ere he appeared 
with his magical prescription. The decrease 
was claimed for vaccination, but it had set in 
before vaccination was heard of, and was con- 
tinued among those who never received it. No 
sanitary improvements had been effected to 
aeoonnt for the abatement of the disease. To 
what, then, was it due ? We answer, to a pro- 



gressive change in the diet of the people — to the 
substitution of tea for malt Liquors, and to the 
displacement of arid fare by potatoes. The food 
of city folk up to the close of last century was 
closely akin to that of men at sea, and their 
scorbutic habit of body was notorious — a habit 
that rendered acute or chronic whatever 
disorders they were subject to. The remedy 
came of inclination and necessity rather than 
of intention. Tea was instinctively preferred by 
women, and the deamess of provisions compelled 
resort to the potato, easily grown and grateful 
to the palate as a mitigant of the saltness of 
beef, bacon, and fish. If any ar^ disposed to 
dispute the fact of this revolution in the popular 
dietary, they may be referred to Gobbett. He 
witnessed the change, and persistently de- 
nounced it. Tea-drinking was to him an 
abomination. It was a slatternly indulgence, 
costly to the poor, and innutritions. Potatoes 
were as detestable. They were trash as com- 
pared with bread ; wasteful, dirty, and unfit to 
satisfy a man's appetite. It is true that tea and 
potatoes are poor forms of food, but the one as a 
substitute for beer, and the other as an anti- 
scorbutic, were eminently usefuL It is not said 
that small-pox is caused or prevented by food, 
proper or improper, but that the character of 
food may predispose to the disease, and intensify 
it ; as is manifest on ship-board. Hence it is (in 
the absence of other adequate influences) that 
we ascribe the abatement of small-pox which 
set in toward the close of last century to the 
better blood of the people ameliorated by that in- 
creased consumption of tea and potatoes, against 
which Gobbett so blindly and vainly testified. 

A last wor^ about Gobbett. His prejudices 
had nearly always a creditable root. He hated 
potatoes because they were strenuously recom- 
mended by Wilberforce and other good and 
goody people as cheap food for the poor. Now 
Gobbett*s contention was, that not cheap food, 
but political justice was the true remedy for 
popular misery. It was very nice of Wilberforce 
and his friends to be kind to the poor, but, said 
Gobbett, if they were first just, the poor might 
dispense with their kindness. If the poor had 
their own, they might have beer instead of tea, 
and bread and beef instead of potatoes, with 
much else beside. Gobbett was often enough in 
error, but behind all his perversities lay ardent 
good- will for the welfare of the greatest number 
of his countrymen ; and the consideration now 
enjoyed by working men is largely due to his 
dauntless spirit and unwearied exertions in pres- 
ence of what appeared omnipotent opposition. 
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Dablinotom, 13th Deeemher^ 1880. 



To the Bight Hon. J. G. Dodson, Prendent of the 
Local Government Board, WhiteTiall, 8. W. 



Sib, — As it is impossible that the Vaccination question can be settled without 
farther legislation, and in the hope that a bare statement of some unquestionable facts may 
aid in the solution of it, I annex to this letter the evidence of upwards of twenty Hospital 
Reports of recent years. 

The only remark I wish to add in respectfully requesting your consideration of this 

evidence, is this, viz., that whatever may be the condition of those classed as '^unvacoinated*' 

in these reports (and *'unvaccinated*' is a vague term as employed therein), yet the point to 

note, is the complete evidence as regards the liability of the vaccinated to the disorder, which 

the State has undertaken to secure them from. I am, sincerely, 

Albx. Whbblbb. 



Hospital Small-Pox. — Facts from Hospital Reports, showing that Vaccination does not 

affect the fatality. 



Hospitftl Beport, or Authority aod Date. 



wMCB, 



Pre-Jennerian Cases, 

Drs. Jurm and Duvillard, 1700 to 1768, ... 
Rees* Cyclopaedia, 1779, 



24,694 
400 



Deathi. 



4,685 
72 



Percentage of 
Deaths 
to 



Totals,. 



Bdward Jenner performed YiiMjlnt 
Vacdnationt May, 1706. 



24,994 4,707 



18-85 
18- 



18-88 



Number of Oaaee 
Beoordedas 
Vaodnated. 



Not a single case. 
Do. 



None. 



Post'Jennerian Cases — all from Hospital 

Beports. 

Highgate, Marson, 1886 to 1851, 

Philadelphia, Dr. Welsh, 1871, 

Do. do., 1872, 

Do. do., 1878, 

Do. do., 1874, 

Do. do., 1877 

San Francisco, Dr.Meares, 1876-1877, 

Glasgow, Dr. Russell. 1870-1872, 

Metropolitan, 1870-1872, 

Homerton, Dr. Gayton, 1871-1877, 

Bristol, 1875-1876, 

Do., 1877, 

Liverpool, 1875-1876, 

Do., 1876-1877 

Hampstead, 1876-1878, 

Fulham, 1878, 

Dublin, Hardwicke, 1877, 

Do., Cork Street, 1876-1880, 

Stockwell, 1879, 

Deptford, 1879, 

Metropolitan, excluding FuUiam, etc., ) 
above 1876 to 1879 (W. Jebb), ( 



5,652 

1,189 

1,187 

86 

16 

48 

875 

968 

14,808 

5,479 

55 

20 

180 

1,021 

8,299 

727 

114 

^,404 

189 

1,684 

8,457 



Totals, I 48,248 



Fatality prior to Vaccinationy 
Fatality in Recent Years, 



1,129 

128 

148 

9 

5 

17 

245 

149 

2,764 

1,065 

8 

1 

88 

158 

621 

121 

22 

528 

17 

282 

1,481 



8,926 



19-97 
16-0 
17-88 
25-0 
81-25 
85-41 
28-0 
15-54 
18*66 
19-48 
14-54 
50 
18-88 
15-5 
18-8 
16-64 
19-8 
21-7 
11-7 
16-84 

17-51 



18-5 

18-88 
18-5 



8,094 

799 

880 

28 

8 

81 

No account — mo«t. 
669 
11,174 
4,286 
29 
No account. 
188 
781 
2,452 
569 
77 
1,956 
111 
1,148 

6,848 



84,428 



Note. — L large number of ** doubtfdr' cases are not included in the 84,428 vaceinated caaes. 
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RESULTS OF THE RECENT PARIS 
INTERNATIONAL ANTI-VACCINATION 

CONGRESS. 

In the address on the Sayings and Doings at 
the Pans Congress at the second Conference of 
the London Society for the Abolition of Com- 
pulsory Vaccination held on the 7th February, 
Mr. Tebb stated that a Une Note Collective has 
been prepared, and would be sent to the Chiefs 
of all Governments, also to Deputies and Mem- 
bers of Parliament in all countries where Vac- 
cination is enforced. 

The result of the deliberations at the Congress 
was to demonstrate the following propositions : 

First, that small-pox epidemics did not in- 
crease the general death-rate ; when small-pox 
was rife there was less typhoid feyer, scarlet 
fever, measles, whooping cough, and other 
Z3rmotic diseases ; generally speaking the total 
mortaUty increased, as small-pox mortality 
diminished. 

Second, that the diminution of small-pox 
mortaUty at the beginning of the present century 
could not have been due to vaccination, unless 
vaccination acted vicariously, as Jenner's dis- 
covery was but very little practised. When 
that result was claimed for it, not more than 1^ 
per cent, of the entire population in England 
were vaccinated, and in 1812 it was less than 
one per cent, of the population on the Continent. 
The diminution of small-pox was due to the 
cessation of smaU-pox inoculation, and small- 
pox ceased to prevail when it ceased to be pro- 
pagated. 

Third, that the official returns showed that in 
proportion as vaccination had been enforced, 
smaJl-pox had increased. 

Fourth, ^at the small-pox hospital returns, 
both in Europe and America, demonstrated that 
vaccination had neither prevented nor mitigated 
the severity of the disorder, but rather increased 
the mortaUty amongst those attacked. The 
fataUty amongst the hospital patients in the last 
centu^ averaged 18 per cent., whereas the 
fataUty during the epidemic of 1870-2 was 18.66 
— about 18} per cent of the patients attacked. 

Fifth, that since vaccination had been rendered 
obUgatory infantile syphiUs (under one year old) 
had been increased in England, according to a 
Parliamentary return, dated February 25th, 
1880, from 472 per milUon of births in 1847 to 
1,746 per milUon in 1877, or fourfold ; and that 
aU other inoculable diseases, such as pyaemia, 
scrofula, erysipelas, and bronchitis, were aug- 
mented in Uke proportion. In England the in- 
crease of all inoculable diseases was 20 per cent., 
notwithstanding an expenditure of 200 milUons 
sterling since 1850 in sanitary works. Another 
ParUamentary return (No. 433) Session 1877 
demonstrated that 26,000 babies were yearly 
sacrificed by diseases excited by the vaccination 
lancet. 



Why did he Die. — The Hon. Horatio Nelson 
S. Hood, commanding her Majesty's sloop 
Pegasus, died on the 8rd February at Shanghai 
of small-pox, aged 88. Vaccinated and revac- 
dnated, why did /m die of small-pox ? 



FROM A LONDON HOSPITAL. 

Dear Mr. Tebb, — How I should like to be 
with you fighting against one of the greatest 
delusions that ever possessed the mind of man I 
I am here with rheumatic fever, as helpless as a 
baby, and fuU of pain. From what I now feel, 
I can imagine what a poor, sweet, healthy, Uttle 
vaccino-syphiUsed child must suffer at the hands 
of the cruel, wicked, God-dishonouring, infant- 
slaughtering, vaccinating Doctors. Thaiik God, 
my children are unvaccinated, and I fought 
hard to keep them so (and paid fines). Now 
were I a poor man, and my wife and family 
had, through the bread-winner being stricken 
down, to seek parish reUef, one of the first 
questions would be, **Are all your children 
vaccinated?*' And the wife being a truthful 
woman, and fearing God rather than man, would 
answer, "No," — what would then happen? 
The enraged Guardians and their minions would 
either refuse reUef, or force them into the House, 
and having them there, would compel vaccina- 
tion. These thoughts trouble my mind much, 
not for myself, but for the famiUes of poor 
virtuous anti-vaccinators, who are stricken down 
as I am. It does trouble me when I reflect that 
vaccinators not only have blundered, from siUy 
Jenner downwards, but when they have found 
themselves at fault, have not confessed their 
error, but have piled excuse on excuse, theory 
on theory, and raised scare upon scare to hold 
the people in ignorance, and draw from them 
fees. Those who examine vaccination for 
themselves never fail to discover that it is a 
mystery of iniquity and nothing else. Lies 
however die hard. Keep at the good fight then, 
and God hasten the day when England shall be 
free from these odious vaccination laws I 
4th February, 1881. J. M. N. 



There is scarcely room for doubt that vaooin- 
nation is a mode of propagating fatal diseases. 
— Dr. T. L. Nichols in Herald of Health. 

Finance of Vaccination. — Various state- 
ments, many of them exaggerated, are made of 
the medical gains from Vaccination. What is 
got out of Vaccination, directly and indirectly, 
is matter of speculation, but we may know with 
some approach to precision the cost of pubUc 
Vaccination — the Vaccination of the poor ; and 
tbds Mr. Young has clearly set forth in a tract 
entitled The Vaccination Reason Why. It 
appears that at present the fees and expenses of 
pubUc Vaccination in England and Walei 
amount to about ^£80,000 a year — a handsome 
endowment of quackery t As George Dawson 
observed, " Doctors are paid to vaccinate, paid 
again a bonus for doing it well, and paid again 
for attending to the sickness produced by this 
blood-poisoning." At the Animal Vaccine Con- 
ference, Dr. Stevens asked, *' What interest can 
I be supposed to have in Vaccination beyond the 
pubUc good?** whereon a bystander exclaimed, 
** We £all next have the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury asking what interest he can have in 
Christianity ? '* The interest of Dr. Stevens in 
Vaccination Ib d6800 a-year as Inspector, and 
easily earned money it is. 
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IMPENDING 
EPIDEMIC OF VACCINATION. 

[From The Medical Tribune^ New York, Feb. 

1881.] 

Thk New York State Board of Health seems 
eager to show plausible reason for its existence. 
They have just reported epidemics of scarlatina, 
diphtheria, and small-pox. For the former they 
have no specific except sanitation ; which would 
be equally certain to abate the latter, if faithfully 
applied. But for this they have only vaccination. 
It pays the doctors better, and naturally, is 
urged accordingly. We may therefore look out 
for an epidemic of vaccination as destructive of 
public health as kmy in existence. 

Even those who know better than to submit 
their children to be poisoned with the dirty 
blood-disease of cow-pox, whether bovine, 
humanised, or syphilised, will often submit 
in mental and moral laziness. Our ablest 
physicians quiet down their conscience, take 
the fee, and perform the operation ; because, as 
in liquor-selling, somebody will do it. Perhaps 
the dogma of tiie survival of the fittest may be 
true ; and if so, vaccinated families, like those 
of drunkards and syphilitics, will run out, leaving 
the intelligent and pure-blooded to have the 
honour of oeing the ancestors of the '* Coming 
Race." 

Vaccination does not, cannot, never did arrest 
an epidemic of small-pox. It is an unscientific 
practice, without physiological or philosophical 
justification. The vaccinated suffer most from 
'* the ills of civilisation,*' the nameless diseases, 
and thousand physical discomforts which render 
life a burden, and make so many suffer a hell 
on earth, in untold forms and multiplied woes. 
So long as doctors are well paid for vaccination, 
we ^all have it, but not longer. An advancing 
enlightenment will put it stdp to it. The day- 
light of science will drive it into the cess-pool, 
with other medical superstitions, named only 
with scorn. As lovers of humankind, and haters 
of egregious folly and wrong-doing, we heartily 
wish it were daytime now. 



A Good Example. — We read in the British 
Friend — **At Utley Greenhead, Eeighley, on 
27th of Eleventh Month, 1880, Guliehna, wife 
of Bobert Alsop Milner, a son, who was named 
Bobert Ewart, who will remain, like all their 
other children, unvaccinated." 

What did Jenner Discover? — I am much 
interested in Mr. White's manner of stating this 
question in his Story ; and it seems to me it 
might be brought to a clear issue if we inquired. 
For what could Jenner have secured a patent ? 
It is certain he could not have patented inocula- 
tion with cow-pox, for that was well known. 
The claim, I apprehend, would have to be re- 
duced to inoculation with cow-pox from arm-to- 
arm ; tiiough per contra, it might be alleged, 
that inoculation from arm-to-arm with mild 
forms of small-pox was in vogue. Anyhow 
whatever could be patented would be a trifling 
teohnicality, altogether unworthy to secure 
Jenner a place among the world *s benefactors. 
— ^A Patent Aobnt. 



FBOM ST. THOMAS, 
DANISH WEST INDIES. 

St. Thomas, 15^^ January, 1881. 
Mt dear Sir, — Your valued favour to nand with 
100 copies of my illustrious namesake's speech 
in Parliament, tot which all good angels bless 
him I Since my last letter, siniBJl-pox has made 
its appearance in St. Thomas, and we are shut 
out from the other islands by a rigid quarantine. 
It is in a mild form, however, and so fiar we 
have had no deaths in about twenty cases, which 
have been isolated. From the tune it became 
known that I intended to stand out against 
vaccination, no vigorous measures have been 
attempted, and anti- vaccinators have been let 
alone. Small-pox was brought here by a young 
man horn Porto Bico, where it prevtuls aU the 
year round. Porto Bico is one of the loveliest 
of the Antilles, and is inhabited by a most 
kindly people, who detest their rulers, under 
whose aespotism they have the benefit of com- 
pulsory vaccination, along with the endurance 
of illimitable filtli. 

It is particularly noticeable that when small- 
pox is more prevalent than usual in Porto Bico, 
our medicos, instead of enforcing quarantine 
against that island, begin to vaccinate right and 
left ; which to my mind appears like an invita- 
tion to the disease, which it usually accepts. I 
daresay they think they do weU, but anyone 
who has seen cases of Barbados leg, elephantiasis, 
or leprosy, conmaon in these countries, would 
think twice before allowing a child to be vac- 
cinated with virus that might transmit these 
loathsome affections. 

Many parents, dreading such infection, pro- 
cure what they are pleased to describe as '* pure 
lymph from Europe," not knowing that purity 
in such a connection is a myth devised by fee- 
loving doctors. In St. Domingo and Hayti, 
where vaccination is not enforced, there is little 
or no small-pox. ** Singularly so," said a friend 
of mine from HaytL ** Not at all,** I replied ; 
" for the disease has nothing to feed upon in the 
absence of a blood-poisoned vaccinated popula- 
tion.*' 

All who have taken small-pox thus far in St. 
Thomas are vaccinated. The unvacoinated, 
mirabile dictu, have escaped. The terror of the 
vaccinated is pitiable when compared with the 
serenity of the father of an unvaccinated child, 
who is thoroughly posted up on the vaccination 
question. Charles E. Taylor. 

To Wm. Tebb, Esq. 



The Alaskans. — In taking the census of 
Alaska (the extreme north-west territory pur- 
chased from Bufisia by the United States) some 
of the inhabitants said the only difference tiiey 
experienced imder their new allegiance was 
exemption from the visits of official vaccinators 
armed with compulsory powers. 

The New Yark Medical Tribune for February 
concludes an article on the recent Paris Inter- 
national Anti- Vaccination Congress thus : — '* A 
good beginning has been made of a movement 
which, we trust, will never paose until the foul 
practice of diseasing human beings by statute 
and precept shall utterly oease." 
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VACCINATED TO DEATH. 

The following sad story has made the rotind of 
the newspapers without contradiction: — The 
troop of Esquimanx which Herr Hagenback has 
been leading about for the entertainment of 
sight-seers in the cities of Germany, Austria, and 
Switzerland, is now extinct. After their suc- 
cessful performances in Berlin, where Professor 
Virchow made them the subject of study, they 
were carried off to Darmstadt, where a girl 
belonging to the troop died. They were moved 
next to the manufacturing districts of West- 
phalia, where they lost a woman and a child ; 
the latter from small-pox. At Crefeld they | 
ended their service in Germany, and their 
** proprietor " resolved to carry them to France. 
The survivors — five in number — anived in 
Paris. Herr Hagenback was waited upon by 
the sanitary officials, who informed him that he 
could not be allowed to open his performance 
until all his company had been duly vaccinated. 
The terrified Esquimaux had to submit twice to 
the painful ordeal. In spite of the double 

Erecaution the experiment failed utterly. The 
ve Esquimaux sickened of smaU-pox in spite 
of scrupulous and careful vaccination — the anti- 
vaccinationists will perhaps say because of it. 
They all died ; and so no single member of this 

Eoor company of strangers will return to give 
is Northern kinsfolk an account of the marvels 
of the civilised South. 



GOOD SENSE AT WATERFORD. 

At the Waterford Board of Guardians on the 
22nd of January, Dr. Whitty reported a child 
named Jacob, whose parents had three times 
positively refused to comply with the law and 
nave it vaccinated. 

Mr. Rogers — Was not Jacob the name of the 
man who refused to comply with the law in 
Limerick ? 

Chaibman — Yes ; he went to America sooner 
than comply with the Act. 

Mr. Stramgman — ^Why does this Waterford 
Jacob refuse to have his child vaccinated ? 

Mr. Clampett — Because he has no faith in 
vaccination ; and he is right in having no faith. 
Medical statistics prove conclusively, that vac- 
cination is accountable for a large per centage 
of infantile mortality. 

Clerk — Gentlemen, would it not be well to 
compel him to obey the law ? 

Chairman — I think myself that vaccination 
should be optional, not compulsory. 

Mr. Clampett — Certainly. That also is my 
opinion. 

Clerk — What order will you make on this 
report of the Doctor ? 

Mr. Clampett — Mark it read. 

The Board decided to take no further action 
against the parents. 



Simplicity. — There is an outbreak of small- 
pox in Chicago, and the editor of the Chicago 
Tribu/ne expresses surprise that many severe 
oases have occurred among the vaccinated and 
re-yaccinated t 



FROM LIMERICK. 

A FEW years ago some members of my family 
took a fancy for- re-vaccination, and suffered 
more or less in consequence. My son informs 
me that for three or four weeks he was really 
ill, that his arm was dreadfully swoUen, and 
that he was hardly able to go about. A daughter 
recovered easily, but was subsequently attacked 
with large glandular swellings under the arm, 
and eruptions upon the scalp. A second daughter 
suffered in another way, and, I believe, has 
never been in good health since^ I knew nothing 
at the time of their intention. 

In the September Inquirert it is stated that 
Mr. Joshua Jacob, of this city, had sold his 
business and left Ireland. He has removed his 
family to America, but he has not sold his 
business; and in a letter to a newspaper, he 
states that he is its sole proprietor, and is per- 
sonally carrying it on for the support of his 
family. I was talking to him a few days ago, 
and he may be seen daily in his shop. 

R. H. Dyer, M.R.C.V.S. 
Limerick, 12th February, 1881. 



MR. G. COTTER BEALE'S CASE. 

At the Riverstown Petty Sessions, County Cork, 
on 25th January, Mr. George Cotter Beale was 
summoned for refusing to have his child vac- 
cinated. 

The Chairman, the Rev. James Freke — I am 
very sorry, Mr. Beale, to have this case coming 
before us again. I wish you could see your way 
to obeying the law which has been made for the 
general good of the community. The country 
requires the law to be obeyed for its own safety. 
I suppose you have nothing to say. 

Mr. Beale — I respectfully ask your worships 
to defer the hearing of the case until Ibe 
promised Government measure is introduced to 
Parliament. The question of vaccination is of 
growing importance. An anti-vaccination Con- 
gress has just been held in Paris, and you would 
do well, I think, to hesitate where so much is 
in doubt. 

Chairman — Yes, but in the meanwhile the 
existing law must be obeyed. 

Mr. J. T. O'CoNNELL, solicitor — The law is 
likely to be modified by Parliament, but even as 
it stands your worships have full discretionary 
power. 

Chairman — If there is any chance of revised 
legislation, we would suggest that the Guardians 
should not again press this charge. 

Dr. Ryan — The Guardians would not prose- 
cute in this case, only the people li'Ting round 
Mr. Beale will not now have their children vac- 
cinated at all. 

Mr. Beale— The other day the Waterford 
Ghiardians declined to prosecute a conscientious 
objector to vaccination. 

The Bench, however, was obdurate, and Mr. 
Beale was fined 10s. and costs. 



I consider the present mode of carrying out 
the (Vaccination) law most cniel and un- 
warrantable. — ^W. H. Jambs, M.P. 



180 



THE VACCINATION INQUIRER. 



THE WASP OP SAN FRANCISCO. 
Thb epidemic small-pox in San Francisco has 
■abaided in other forms of zymotic disease, and to 
the editor o£ the Wa«p great credit is due for his 
fearless and forcible exposure of the folly of resort- 
ing to vaccination for safety. Id a recent namber 
he says he has received many letters and pamphlets 
from England, which prove, first, how wide is the 
circulation of the Wa»p, and, second, how strong is 
the feeling which exists in the country of its origin 
against a practice which is on outrage upon nature 
ttnd common-sense. Here is the last editorial on 
the subject under date 29th .Tanuary — 

" Our druggists and pbysicions liave a large stock 
of ' pure virus ' on band, and the thought of its 
remaining unsold canaes them to become quite 
Tiraleot. Hence those touching appeals to 'comeup 



and be kiUed,' which si 



the c 



publishing. With moat trenchant logi 
IB cited of an unvaccinated family, acme members 
of which bod taken smoll-poi. This ia held up as 
tui awful waraing to such as dare to be sceptical of 
the Jennerian 'discovery.' We were not aware 
that any had ever chiimed complete exemption 
from smoll-pox for the unvaccinated. We notice 
that at the lost meeting of the Board of Health the 
Statement, to which we had taken exception, that 
no vaccinated persons had died was modifed to 
none that had been auccesefidly vaccinated. Next 
tine it will probably read none who have had 
cmall-poi. The recent death of a well known 
merchant ia another example of the danger of 
vaccination. Some mouths ago, contrary to the 
advice of his friends, he was vaccinated, and from 
that date his health perceptibly declined. Being 
advanced in years, his vital power was insufficient 
to Uovw off the poison, as more vigorous constitu- 
tions might have done. Mortification ultimately 
set in and be died. 

' ' From the manner in which these famtticol 
dogmatists write about vaccination, we might 
imagine that the Almightv had created man imper- 
fect, and that it required Jeoner to give him the 
finishing touch. The people's eyes have, however, 
been considerably opened of late to the baseless 
pretenaions of these medical empirics. They shall 
be still further opened. The virus vendors must 
resign themselves to the sad necessity of keeping 
their stocks on hand. Better a thousand times 
that they should rot than impregnate the systems 
of thousands that live and other thousands yet 
nnhom. We counsel our readers not to permit 
themselves to be misled by interested advocates of 
this most beastly practice. Let them examine and 
judge forthemselves. Of this they may be assured — 
Vaccination will not protect from small pox if the 
constitution is charged with impurities, and thus 
susceptible ; whilst on the other hand, it may 
eDgraft disease far more deadly than that from 
which it is sought to escape. " 

Jkkner Apostrophised btiiGeruam Pkysioian. 
— The Germans are more ready to adopt new ideas. 
At any rate in this question of Vaccination they 
are opening their eyes to the folly and wickedness 
of it quicker than we are. One German canton of 
Switzerland has abeady repealed its Compulsory 
Vaccination law, and the whole of Germany seems 
likely to do the same. A distinguished German 
physician not long ago thus apostrophised the 
English inventor of vaccination — "Thou English 
Doctor Jenner, thou hast brought the laws of nature 
into confusion ; thou hast made the people ailing ; 
thou] hast killed uimnmbered innocent children; 
receiTe the Devil's thuoka from German soil."— E. 
ftmcxLAHD C0B8T4BU in Fothions qfllit Day. 



LsicBSTBB.— We read in tiie OMe of 21st Feb.— 
"Mr. F. A. Taylor is reported from Leicester to 
be 'sanguine that the present Parliament wilt see 
the death of tlie compulsory clauses ' of the Vacci- 
nation Act. It will certainly see the deatii of a 
gooil many of Mr. Taylor's constituents if the 
epidemic which is spreading in London gains a 
footing in Leicester. We read that the magistrates, 
having dealt with 100 cases of disobedience to the 
law last week, have still 2,000 summonses before 



which Mr. 'I^ylor is the mouthpiece will, perhaps, 
own that they have been misled." "The dupes" 
know very well what they are about. They do 
not pretend that refraining from vaccination will 
avert small-pox, but simply that they will encounter 
the disease more successfully with vitality un- 
diminished and blood undepraved by vaccine poison. 
"Decimation" is a pretty word much favoured by 
vaccinators ; but what is meant by it ? Even with 
all tlieir ignorance, they cannot literally believe 
that any English population evur was, or is likely 
to bo, a€chaattd by small-pox. 

MoDBRNi-er^iwANCiE.NTSnpE^rnriosa.— Though 
the belief in Jenner and his cow-pox is a supersti- 
tion of the day, absurd as belief in witchcnJt, we 
must not understand that there has been no im- 
provement since the old times, for that is not the 
case. The improvement may not be great, still 
there is some; at any rate we do not bum our anti- 
vaccinationists ahve, or kill them as they did the 
witches, even down to comparatively recent times. 
Mr. Leckcy tells us that BO late as 1704 a black- 
smith in a seaport town, who hod long been ill, 
declared he was bewi>ched by an old woman, 
whereupon the populace, encouraged by the clergy- 
man of the parish, stretched a rope at a great height 
between a ship and the shore, tied the old woman 
by the heels to the middle of it, and then swung 
her about until she was dead. Now, in these days 
we, that is, the general public, are certainly not so 
cruel. Popular superstition says, that if a particle 
of matter, got originally from a running ulcer of a 
diseased beast, be mixed with the blood of an infant, 
it will be safe from one of the forma of fever as 
long as it lives. But when a parent, a little wiser 
than his neighbours, refuses to allow the thing to be 
done, we do not tie him by the heels and swing 
him about till he is dead ; we only fine him or send 
him to prison. Thus, when superstitious fears ara 
aroused^ the general public is undoubtedly less cruel 
than it used to be.— H. Strickland Const&ble in 
Faehiont ofOte Day. 

Bmall-Pox in the Natt.— In a letter to the 
Freeman' t Journal, Mr. F, Davis, Jim., obeervee 
— " The uavy ia by no meaiis charmed against 
small-poi. Dr. Seaton gives its percentage 
mortality at a figure whiou is three timeB the 
Bmall-pox mortality of the general population 
for the same period— 1859-64 ; and Sir 3. Clarke 
Jervoise showed, in his evidence before the 
Commons' Vaccination Committee in 1871, and 
his assertion was in no way challenged, that 
there was not a ship in her Majesty's navy where 
they had not bad Bmall-poi after vaccination. 
It will be remembered, also, that during the 
Zulu war the transport service was seriously 
inconvenienced by ravages of small-pox. The 
papers reported alarming outbreaks of that 
scourge on board at least three of the troopshipe, 
the Tenedos, the Shah, and the Boadioea, and 
that notwithstanding the most rigorons pre- 
oantioita as to vacoinatioii." 
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